April 22, 1955

BUSINESS Tow) STATISTICS

A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS

Avaiabie only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $3.25 annually, this Supplement provides selected
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY
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WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS'

1954 1955
1TEM -
Apr. 10 Apr. 17 Mar. 26 Apr. 2 Apr. 9 Apr. 16
Commodity prices, wholesale:

Afl commodities.......oovvuiieiruniiansnnnnses 1947-49=100. . LA NI I R I I 110.4 110.5
Farm products. ... . . iiieiiienesinrinennnanans do.... #99.4 | ... b ool b Ll 92.5 94.3
Foods, processed...........coovuuuvunn e do.... #1059 1 oo ] eeeneiaas b aeeinn . 103.0 102.6
ALl other. .. ittt iie et iiianneennen do.... LA N0 T R PO .ee 115.7 115.7

22 commodities 2/..... .. vuiieiiniiinrannaien e do.... 9t.4 92.6 89.0 89.8 89.8 90.3

Department store sales.........c.oiiveviveinnenenrarnnns do... 13 118 103 - 114 122 ceeeeenn
fnsured unemployment, total 3/.......... et sinaanea thous. . 2,361 2,410 1,816 1,734 | ....iae.. Ceieranee

State programs.. . ...cvevecrencnss eeneirens PR« [« TR 2,151 2,206 1,594 1,519 ecevrene ] eeaeen ..

Finance:

Currency in circulation 4/..c.vvviiiinrnnnnen mil. of dot,. 29,812 29,810 29,732 29,770 29,925 29,854

Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total.......do...: 25,357 25,404 24,904 24,848 25,011 24,977

Member bank reserve balances............coveuvuenn ...do, .. 19,272 19,293 18,588 18,388 18,791 18,841
Excess reserves, estimated...........covvieivnnian, do.... 621 708 484 460 547 622

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:

Demand deposits, adjusted............cevuu.s mil, of dol.. 52,376 52,933 56,282 55,590 55,086 | .........
Time deposits, except Government.,............. v...do.... 20,204 20,254 21,556 21,546 21,581 | ...l
Loans and investments (adjusted), total............ do.... 78,406 78,175 83,996 83,455 85,085 | .........
U. 5. Government obligations................c..... do.... 31,518 31,298 33,509 32,885 34,425 | ........ .
Commei'cial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross)...do.... 22,714 22,558 22,747 22,707 22,568 | ...ieien.
Real-estate loans (gross)....c.eeeceoenncevanennn do.... 6,532 6,542 7,432 7,474 7,482 | ...,

Failures, industrial and commercial................ number, , 246 198 232 237 211 204

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 4/...... percent. . 3.12 311 3.20 3.20 3.20 3,20

Stock prices,480 stocks (Standard and Poor's). 1935-39=100. . 209.2 213.7 278. | 277.7 281.8 285.7
Industrials, 420 StOCKS. ...vreivnunrrnreonennnans do.... 228.8 234.3 312.2 311.5 316.4 320.8

Production:

Bitum:ous coal 4/.......c.iuien.n. thous, of short tons. 1,128 1,123 1,317 1,361 1,367 | .........

Ele=r 'c power, by utilities............... mil, of kw,~hr., 8,396 8,345 9,907 9,804 9,633 | .........

Pacsenger cars and trucks (Ward's)................. number. 141,558 139,624 205,459 206,262 196,411 204,833

Pet cieum (crude) and condensate 4/......... thous. of bbl.. 6,568 6,590 6,863 6,807 6,81 | ....... ..

L L P thous. of short tons.. 1,622 1,622 2,262 2,278 2,300 2,284
Percent of capacity 5/.....ruiuiiiiiiiiii e #68.0 #68.0 93,7 94,4 95.3 94.6

Freight carloadings, total,.................. thous. of cars,. 607 613 639 659 663 eeienan

Miscel laneous. . ..ovuetiniinreeineneronessoncnns veewado.. .. 337 342 352 374 369 [ cieiiennn

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks.

2/ Tuesday prices.

3/ Includes UCFE program beginning January 8,

1955,

4/ Daily average.

r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. %* January .1954 data.
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5/ Week ended April 23: Production, 2,305 thous. short fons; operating rate, 95.5 percent. * Monthly index for Aprif 1954. # Not compara-
ble with 1955 rates which are based on higher capacity as reported January I, 1955,
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS
1954 1955
ITEM
February March December January February March
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS
Industrial production (FRB):
Unadjusted, combined index..........coeeuennn 1947-49=100, . 126 126 128 ri3t 135 p137
ManUfactures. . ...ivuereeronnrrnnnraascoarananas ...do.... 128 128 129 ri33 ri36 p139
Durabie manufactures............ccvieiininnnnn, do.... 141 140 143 ria7 151 pi55
Primary metals. .. u.ieiieennrinenencocnnnnenenns do.... 13 108 117 rl29 ri136 pla3
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)........ do.... 155 153 156 ri59 162 pl66
Fabricated metal products,......cvevvnvennnn do.... 123 121 ri24 rl24 ri26 pl28
Machinery. .. oveieveecreeencnrenenens P do.... 147 145 146 ri4s ri52 pl5s
Transportation equipment.................... do.... 183 182 191 r200 r204 p212
Instruments and reiated products............ do.... 147 145 rl42 rl4l rl42 pl45
Furniture and fixtures.........o.eivinnnnenes do.... 107 106 rit2 rio9 ri3 plla
Lumber and products.........ccvvnnunns e do.... 16 17 | 116 rll8 rizé |.........
Stone, clay, and glass products............... do.... 126 128 134 ri32 ri35 pl39
Miscellaneous manufactures............. PN do.... 133 131 134 ri29 ri3a p137
Nondurable manufactures.................. seseses do.... 115 115 115 ril9 122 pi23
Food and beverage manufactures................ do.... 96 98 101 98 97 Jeeivinnnn
Tobacco manufactures........covvvievnennvenns do.... *98 101 83 105 | ....... .. Creeeeaas
Textile-mill products........cvviviininennns do.... 95 r95 r97 r o4 108 |.....unes
Apparel and allied products........cvivvueunns do.... 15 116 99 13 {112 (R,
Leather and products....vcvcvivenrancvenceanss do.... 102 100 r94 105 12 | .oeeeees
Paper and allied products........coevvvunann do.... 133 135 129 140 pla7 |.........
Printing and publishing.......ccvenvnnnvcncnns do.... I8 121 123 18 121 pi26
Chemicals and allied products.....cvevevavens. do.... 150 150 r 156 ri57 (11 S PP
Petroleum and coal products........ocvvveianes do.... 126 121 r129 ri32 rl34 pli33
Rubber products......... e J ceeeens ceandoa,., 114 118 ri27 ri43 41 ..., .o
Minerais.........oc... eeseererennes [N cesens do 110 109 rit4 rii7 ril9 plits
Coalesunniivnnineiiiannnnns Cebescsnsaans veresenodo..., 68 (1] 75 7 r79 p72
Crude oil and natural gas......... PR P [ 135 137 ri137 ri42 rla4 plaé
Adjusted, combined index........ ebereraeiaes e do... 125 123 130 ri132 133 pI3s
Manufactures. . ... viiiinerineeeaiaseaannconsens ..do.... 126 125 r131 133 134 p136
Durable manufactures.............. [N verssdo., .. 139 135 ria3 rl46 147 p150
Primary metals......o..c..t N seeesevedo.., . 109 103 ri2l rl27 ri3} p136
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)........ do... 151 147 r 154 ri56 ri57 p159
Fabricated metal products.......oveveennnnn. do.... 123 120 ri2s ri25 ri26 pl27
MaChinery. . ..o viveneeesnnocncavncacsonanns do. .. 141 138 r 145 ri45 ri4é pla7
Transportation equipment..... ceerenseas vees.do.... 179 173 rig7 ri94 ri96 p200
Instruments and related products............ do.... 147 144 140 ridl r142 plas




MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1954 1955
ITEM -
February March December January February March
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued
tndustrial production (FRB), adjusted index - Continued
Durable manufactures - Continued
Furniture and fixtures................... 1947-49=100. . 103 104 r 108 ri109 110 pli2
Lumber and products. .. .ovuieriiieiiniiiiinananes do.... riig 116 131 ri129 129 [.oviienn.
Stone, clay, and glass products................. do.... 130 130 135 ri36 ri39 pla2
Misce{laneous manufactures...................... do.... 132 130 131 ri32 ri33 p136
Nondurable manufactures..........coevuvuinnn. veosndoo.,, 114 [RES rit9 ri20 121 plz2
Food and beverage manufactures.................. do.... 106 106 106 rl107 106 § .ocuvnnns
Tobacco manufactures.........cvveiienenecnenenns do.... *100 103 10t 107 | eeveiveere Joeooneans
Textile-mill products............. feerececaseane do.... 9l 91 100 r 03 103
Apparel and allied products.........c.cuiuinenns do.... 106 108 r 107 ri08 107 {.ovennnn.
Leather and products.....cceviveineneennnrnvanns do.... 94 93 r10C . 105 104 | vovennnes
Paper and allied products........cvoviiuinenn, .o.do, .., 129 131 136 140 pi43 P
Printing and publishing........coevivuerunnvnnns do.... 119 119 121 122 ri23 pi23
Chemicals and allied products.......coivviiunnns do.... 146 146 r155 ri54 156
Petroleum and coal products.......... Crsseiaeens do.... 126 122 r29 ri3l ri34 pl34
Rubber produc‘rs ................................. do.... 1o 113 ri132 rl4l 126 | vevennnns
Minerals........... et iesene ettt aiaaeas L..do.... 13 112 rllé r 120 ri23 pl23
COBl . iieivuonesssnorssosnsansansennnnsocnsnns eeeas do.... 68 62 73 r74 r79 p72
Crude oil and na‘l‘ural GBS .o iererenarnrncanns vessadoa.., 135 137 ri37 rl42 rl44 pl46
Consumer durables output (FRB):
Unadjusted index, total.......covvieienniiieniinennns do.... 117 119 ri32 rl42 151 pli5s
Major consumer durables.........ccevuiiiinnnianns ...do.. .. 127 130 149 rié3 175 pl79
AUTOS,. ccvsnenennenenne creseensaes eecrsterisasnns L.do.. ., 138 142 174 195 210 p215
Ma jor household QOOUS . iuvinuivenanas ereereieanaee do.... 1e 120 r 130 ri37 ril46 pi5t
Furniture and floor coverings...........c.ovvuns .do..., 103 102 r 109 r 108 [ 1 I PPN
Appliances and heaters.......eceveveeiincnnnnnes do.... 17 117 r 108 riz4 138 | ...oeunnn
Radio and television sets.......... eeeens PR do.... 170 182 258 260 272 | iiviienen
Other consumer durables.......ccecvevveevnecarnces .sdo.. .. 95 94 94 r9s r97 p99
Ad justed, total output.......... eerbserseaiaieraaas veodo.... 13 1 ri25 r i3l 135 p139
Major consumer durables.................. berneiranas do.... 120 19 ri37 r 145 151 p156
AUTOS. .o iiieiiiieiiiannss eerssereriniteeraienans do.... 134 133 r 149 r 160 172 pi79
Ma jor household goodS......cccvevevevencsveaananes do.... 110 109 ri29 ri33 135 pi37
Furniture and floor coverings............. ceesasdo..., 99 | 99 r 105 ri07 10X N I
Appliances and heaters......cvoevvveronrrsenncss do.... 110 104 115 ri28 132 | ceene eres
Radio and television sets.......ccciveivnivnnenes do.... 142 15t 242 222 226 | ...
Other consumer durables.........covvvenenenenns veesodo., ., 96 94 96 ros r98 p99
COMMODITY PRICES
Wholesale price index, all commodities........... 1947-49=100. , 110.5 110.5 109.5 110t 110.4 110.0
Farm products. . v.ueeeeereee nioscerosecesroseaosnanoes do.... 97.7 98.4 89.9 92.5 93.1 92.1
Fruits and vegefables, fresh and dried.............. do.... 89.7 89.6 96.9 105.2 103.8 104.4
BrBINS . . tttineitiniannaranncsenstvoncncanccasnnanns do.... 91.6 93.0 92.5 93.5 93. 1 92.2
Livestock and luve pou H'ry ....................... «..do.... 91.3 92.4 74.0 79.4 80.7 79.9
Foods, processed......c.veieivcroveacsornasononcsns ...d0. ... 104.8 105.3 103.5 103.8 r103,2 101.6
Cereal and bakery products.....ceeeeeencncrrnorseain do.... 112.7 112.6 116.8 116.9 116.3 116.5
Dairy products and ice cream..... Ceeeerreerenans v..0d0. ... 107.4 106. | 108.2 107.0 107.2 107.2
Fruits and vegetables, canned and frozen ............ do.... 103.0 103.0 106.0 104,6 riod. 4 105.0
Meats, poultry, and fish.....oiviirveeninnionnennns .do.... 92.9 92.8 85.2 87.6 86.9 83.3
Commodities other than farm produc‘rs end foods........ do.... 114.4 114.2 4.9 | 115.2 r115.7 115.6
Chemicals and aliied products....veeeeenneeneecnnnen do.... 107.5 107.4 107.0 107.1 rl107.1 106.9
Chemicals, industriail....... tevseseesesassairseans do.... 118.4 117.9 117.4 7.3 117.4, 7.5
Drugs and pharmaceuhcals I/............ .......... do.... 93.9 93.9 93.6 93.6 r93.3 93,1
Fats and oils, inedible.,...... N do.... 63.5 60.5 59.3 61.8 61,0 55.2
Fertilizer materials......ccovvivenen.. Seeienen Loedoa.., 114.0 114.0 113.3 113.6 113.5 113.6
Prepared paint...........c.vviuenene. PP Jdo.... ti2.8 112.8 112.8 1i2.8 3.1 14,0
Fuel, power, and lngh‘hng materials................. do.... i10.5 109.2 107.5 108.5 rl108.7 108,7
Coal...... e reeai et et e s et e e et eirenrann do.... 110.9 107.9 105.2 105.2 r105.2 105. |
Electricity.. ; vesseotdoL... i01.3 102.9 100.7 100.7 r100.1 100, ¢
Gas...... .. PR | 113.5 "5 110,2 113.0 ril6.3 116.3
Petroleum and produc‘l‘s .................... vevesessdoo,,, 13,5 11.5 110.4 1.7 1801.7 .7
Furniture, other household durables............... ..do.... 115.1 115.0 115.7 115.5 115.4 115.1
Appliances, household................ ... P [ DN 109.7 109.5, 109.4 108.7 108.5 107.3
Furniture, household............... PPN verens ..do.... 113.9 113.7 112.9 } H2.5 rll2.6 12,7
RAdiO rOCeIVerS. . iioeenerorreneseacoasacsnnvnonans do.... 96. | 95.7 95.4 95.4 r94.7 94.7
Television receivers..........ccvuvees beeeeranaias do.... 73.8 73.8 69.2 69.0 68.8 68.8
Hides, skins, and leather products........cocvvvnune do.... 94.9 94.7 9!.8 91.9 92.3 92.2
(== T T T do.... 1.9 P9 111.6 111.6 1.5 11,5
Hides and SKinS....ovuvrivnivnernmeconsonrnassnoas do.... 55.4 56.0 47.4 49.5 5i.6 50.7
Leather. . .oovviierinenncnernenenensonnns eeibaennean do.... 87.4 86.3 81.5 81.2 82.2 82. 1
Lumber and wood produc‘fs ............................ do.... 116.8 116.7 120.0 120.3 ri21.2 121.3
Lumber..... P do.... 115.5 115.6 119.8 120.0 riz2l.4 121.6
Machinery and motive products...... Ceeeiieriier e do.... 124.5 124.5 125.7 125.8 r126.1 126.2
Agricultural machinery and equipment.......... PP 1 T 123.0 122.3 121.2 121.5 ri2i.6 121.6
Construction machinery and equipment........ veevesdoLL, 131.5 131.7 132.6 133.2 r133.8 133.9
Electrical machinery and equipment............ eenedo..., 126.8 126.8 126.8 126.8 ri26.7 126.7
Motor vehicles.........ceivevnnns PR tessneen do.... 118.9 118.9 121.7 121.7 ri2t.5 121.5
Metals and metal products........ etererereae e do.... 126.2 126.3 129.8 130. 1 131.5 151.9
Heating equipment..........coiiveveinneininrennnns do.... 114.8 114.4 14,3 113.9 113.7 113.6
Iron and steel. .. c.iieieiienrvarorennncenereen.adoi.e. 131.0 130.6 135.0 135.8 135.8 136.2
Nonferrous me*l'als... .......................... ..do.... 119.8 121.2 127.6 127.9 133.7 134.3
Nonmetallic minerals, s‘l’ruc‘l‘ural .................... do.... 121.0 21.0 i21.8 122.0 rizi.s 121.9
Clay products........ [ evererenanas P [ TN 131.9 132.0 135.4 135.8 136.1 136.3
Concrete prqducts.....oeeveen. esateabasaiaiesan .do.... 117.6 7.3 117.4 16,7 ril7.0 118.2
Gypsum products.......vveeereraronnnns bre e do.... 122.1 122,10 122. 1 122.1 122, 1 122. 1

r/ Revised. p/‘Preliminary. * January 1954 data. 1/ Eftective with the january 1955 index, cosmetics and related products were trans-
terred from drugs, etc., to the “other chemicals" subgroup
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continved

1954 1955
ITEM
February March December January February March
COMMODITY PRICES - Continued
Wholesale price index - Continued
Pulp, paper, and allied products............ 1947-49=10C, . 7.t 116.6 115.9 116.3 116.6 116.8
[ T 1= i PN e e do... 126.8 126.8 126.9 127.5 128.0 128.0
Rubber and products. .. v it inii e do.. 124.6 124.9 132.0 126.8 r140.6 138.0
Tires and fubes. . .. it iiieniiaann ....do. 130.3 130.3 134.9 i39.9 rlaz.4 142.3
Textite products and apparel........covvnivriannnn do. 95.3 95.0 95.2 3.2 r95.2 895.3
Apparel........ e e e do.. 98.8 98.6 98.4 ©8.2 r98.2 98.2
Cofton products. ..o iuieiiiiiinnennns e do. 88.8 88.5 89,9 90.2 r30.6 90,8
Sitk products. ..ol R [ do. 135.8 135. 1 123.9 124.1 122.4 1211
Synthetic textiles. .. ..o eeeannn do. 85.4 84.9 87.2 87.3 86.7 87.6
Wool products. . ... i e do. 109.0 109.3 106.7 106.6 r106.3 106.
Tobacco manufactures and bottled beverages.... .do. 118.0 H7.9 121.4 121.4 121.6 121.6
Beverages, alcohelic..... .. ooiinen. e do. 14,6 114.6 114.3 14,3 114.6 H4.7
Cigarettes. ... .. i i e s do. 124.0 124.0 i24.0 124.0 124.0 124.0
Miscelianeous..... e e e e do. 102.8 104.9 98.0 97.0 r97.1 95.6
Toys, SPOrTing gOOGS. ... v uieiirnunrneenrnosnnann do. 113,0 13,0 112.9 113.2 rii3. | 1132
F INANCE
Bank debits, tofal (345 centers)................ mi!, of dol. 141,926 171,354 186,317 r 163,388 149,718 178,914
New York City 56, 115 67,913 73,817 62,642 57,091 67,242
€ cther centar 26,341 36,666 38,217 33,531 31,595 39,908
METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Steel forgings:
Orders, unfilled, total.............. thous. of short tons 539.2 486.5 472.7 487.8 491.9 | ...... .o
Shipments, for safe, total...c.covuiuienineinnnennnn do. 126.9 130.2 128.5 135.9 135.4 Cereesens
Drop and upset.....ccovvivennnnnens s do. 94.2 95.5 96.4 103.0 102. ¢ e
Press and open hammer.............. e do. 3.7 34,7 32.0 33.0 33.3 iees
Steel ingots anrd steel for castings:
Production...e.ovviininnn... PP e do. 7,083 7,290 8,287 8,838 r8,497 9,979
Percent of capacity. . ..ovieir it iiiiieieniinnrnranas do.... 74 69 79 83 88 o3
Barrels and drums, steel, heavy types:
Orders, unfilled, end of month............ R thousands. . 3,141 3,066 2,217 2,198 2,145 | ........
Shipments..........ccu. PP« T« TR i,681 1,950 1,797 1,742 1,747 e
Stocks, end of month....... eaeae et ..do.. .. 68 73 90 77 89 e
Steel products, net shipments, total...thous. of short fons.. 5,365 5,584 5,449 6,010 6, 120 e
Bars, hot rolled, all grades.......... N do.. 549 546 619 623 630 erenene
Pipes and tubes......eiiiiviinniniiniiin.. e do.... 664 748 497 578 610 [P
Plates....covviviinnunnnnn. Cieesesrenaees e eeieeies do.. 529 544 421 439 457 | ...
Sheets......cvivennnnnnnn [P N Chr e eneieaa, do.... 1,519 1,496 2,054 2,229 2,166 N
Sfrucfural shapes, heavy.......... Ceer e ve...do, 438 437 347 336 338 [
Tin plate and terneplate................. e do.... 393 475 270 419 433 [
Copper:
Production:
Crude (mine or smeiter, incl. custom intake).short tons.. 74,731 81,509 97,733 95,810 r 102,342 109, 133
Refined.........covvevivinnnn e (PR « '« SN 103,933 118,065 133,523 123,840 123, 162 134,933
Deliveries, refined, domestic......... e do. 89,017 95,795 121,907 113,949 108,503 130,586
Stocks, refined, end of month........ eeeeranar e do. 1i8,720 126,470 47,108 45,982 44,579 46,091
Lead, refined (primary refineries):
Production....coovuieiinirienierenieraneennnns veve...do. 42,046 50,808 46,506 44,780 40,173 vesnee
Shipments (domestic)........ e DN do.... 36,55 | 47,837 37,017 40,451 46,645 erenanns
Stocks, end ot month....... bt et res e do. 97,981 100,927 92,719 84,862 64,938 ceereene
Radio sets, production 1/........ e caeie e thousands. ., 769.2 940.4 1,261.6 1,068, rl,089.7 p1,490.9
Television sets (incl. combination), producf|on RV do. 426.9 599.6 833.4 654.6 r702.5 p8i8.7

r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary.
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1954 and March 1955 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks.
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