
SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS
WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF BUSINESS ECONOMICS

Available only wrth subscription to the monthly mogozine SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS JULY 25, 1952

1939-39 • IOO
300

SELECTED BUSINESS INDICATORS

BILLIONS OF KILOWATT-HOURS

250

200

150

too

STEEL PRODUCTION
(Ingots and Steel for Castings)

J-t.l.!.LJ.il..l . . ! » I I . t . « . I » . ' . I i . . . I . . . . I I . . 1 I . . 1 I . . . I . . .
JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC.

9.0
ELECTRIC - POWER PRODUCTION
By UTILITIES

THOUSANDS OF BALES

60
COTTON CONSUMPTION
(DAILY AVERAGE)

50

40

30

20

6.0

5.0

DOLLARS

1.80

1,60

1.40

1.00

HOURLY EARNINGS and HOURS
in MANUFACTURING

AVERAGE HOURS PER WEEK
(RIGHT SCALE) •*. +-**-+*•N^"

HOURS

1 52

48

44

40

36
1950 1951 1952 1949. 1950 1951 1952

WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS1

ITEM

Commodity prices, wholesale (revised):

All other.., •«. ••••••«««*••••••••••••*• .do.«»«

dotton, middle Tig, 15/16", 10 markets j/ del. per lb«.
Wheat, No. 2, hard winter (Kansas City) ̂/....dol. per bu..

Insured unemployment, total* »**•*«••»«*«.••*•*«»•*«•* .thous. *

Finance :

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:

U, S. Government obligations...... ..••.•••.••• ••.do..,.
Commercial, industrial, and agr. loans (gross )..,do,...

Failures, industrial and commercial*. ...,.«.••».••. ..number..
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody1 s) Jy, .,,««« .percent..
Stock prices, 480 stocks (Standard and Poor1 s).» 1935-39=100.*

Production:

Electric power, by utilities*. «•»«.«•••«* ••mil. of kw.-hr..

Steel lj 1935-39=100..

1951

July 34

*114.2
*111.1
*110.7
"115.7
331.5
,421
2.32
83

1,067
1,037

27,909
24,267
19,364

905

25,546
10,199
49,667
70,099
30,697
19,120

173
3.19
171.8
1B6.9

1,608
6,739

110,127
6,090
227.3
779
380

My 21

328.3
.384
2.31
81

1,042
1,013

27,794
24,605
19,380

915

25,746
9,568
49,892
70,085
30,739
19,035

133
3.16
173.4
3B8.9

1,692
6,975

123,356
6,086
228.2
805
372

1952

June 21

**111.3
**107.3
**108.7
**112.6
293.3
.410
2.30
98

1,073
1,028

28,792
24,828
21,232
1,564

33,:LU
14,334
53,924
75,000
32,407
20,776

151
3.17
188.1
204.8

1,313
7,254

119,248
6,063
28.2
644
321

June 28

293.5
.401
2.22
91

1,036
991

28,884
23,753
20,006

428

29,379
12,282
52,870
75,413
32,488
20,784

163
3.17
189.7
206.7

1,525
7,318

116,268
6,062
27.5
649
317

July 5

293.3
.398
2.22
79

29,348
24,155
20,153

129

38,191
18,344
51,708
77,493
33,582
20,567

131
3.17
192,0
209.7

1,120
6,478
79,986
6,011
30.9
447
258

July 12

110.7
107.6
108.1
311.9
293.0
.3%
2.23
83

29,137
24,465
20,413

537

22,387
9,099
51,750
76,728
33,364
20,580

156
3,17
190.8
208.1

1,044
6,988
61,671
5,984
33,0
572
293

Ju3y 19

111.1
109.4
109.2
3JL1.9
292.7
,391
2.24

28,994
24,671
20,422

578

10,941

3.17
192.3
210.0

26,330

35.4

i/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Thursday prices.
for Ju3y 1951. ** Monthly index for June 1952.

Dally averages, lj Week ending July 26, 35.6. * Monthly index
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

Earlier data are available in monthly issues of the Survey
and the 1951 Statistical Supplement

BUSINESS POPDUTION

Industrial and commercial failures;

CCMMQBOT PRICES

Wholesale prices (u. S. Department of Labor), Indexes s

Fruits and vegetables, fresh and dried. ..«.«..... do.. ••

Fruits and vegetables, canned and frozen .do....

Commodities other than farm products and foods..... do....

Drugs, Pharmaceuticals, cosmetics..... ..do....

Fuel, power, and lighting materials do....

Furniture and other household durables.... do....

Agricultural machinery and equipment do....
Construction machinery and equipment........... do....
Electrical machinery and equipment do....

Tobacco manufactures and bottled beverages do....

CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE
Contract awards:
37 States (F. W. Dodge Corp. ) :

Building, total. ............................do....
Engineering construction (E.N.R.): I/ do....

1951

May

755
64
94
128
385
84

23,504
1,871
4,655
5,497
7,487
3,994

115.9
115.7
103o8
98.3
119.8
U2.3
106.8
106.5
105.8
ns.i
116.8
111.3
121.2
95.6
103.6
105.3
109.5
106.2
107.8
98.0
98.2
110.2
115.3
107.9
117.4
92.6

126.2
122.9
130.3
137.4
126.1
126.0
118.6
120.3
123.6
121.8
112.1
123.2
114.8
122.9
125.4
113.6
121.4
112.4
117.4
119.8
117.1
151.3
133.9
U4.8
104.1
117.8
124.9
98.7
161.8
108.4
107*0
105.7

52,700
2,572,961
2,295,002
1,267,995

June

699
43
71
129
390
66

22,773
1,006
3,085
5,014
7,434
6,234

115.1
113.9
94.2
94.7
119.9
111.3
106,2
106.5
104.4
117.2
116.2
110.2
120.9
95.7
88.5
103.5
108.7
106.3
108.1
98.0
97.2
110.4
115.0
108.1
116.5
92.6

124.7
122.6
129.4
132.6
124.6
124.2
118.6
120.3
123.6
121.8
112.2
122.7m.6
122.9
123.2
113.6
121.4
112.4
H7.4
120.2
117.6
148.3
133.9
112.9
103.7
116.0
133.7
98.0
151.7
108.4
107.0
105.7

44,755
1,408,932
1,098,432
1,027,067

1952

March

715
55
72
148
371
69

29,232
4,563
2,485
13,046
6,905
2,233

112.3
108.2
123.9
102.0
105.2
109.2
107.5
113.3
104.9
111.0
113.8
105.4
117*0
93.1
47.3
109.6
107.9
107.4
108.7
99.1
105.7
110.6
111.9
107.4
113.4
90.7

98.0
115.9
59.6
87.6
120.5
120.7
121.8
121.8
124.9
121.5
120.0
122.6
114.0
123.2
124.9
112.9
121.4
112.4
117.7
117.7
-123.8
142.0
133.4
100.6
101.6
99.6
129.1
87.3
111.8
110.8
111.2
107.3

45,041
1,321,254
1,055,993
1,042,851

April

780
58
93
171
375
83

29,530
1,744
3,853
12,633
7,050
4,250

111.8
108.7
127.3
100.9
106.6
108.0
107.4
112.2
104.6
109.4
113.3
104.8
116.8
92.7
42.6
109.8
108.0
106.3
104.9
99.1
106.6
109.5
112.1
107.8
113.4
90.7

94.1
113.9
49.7
84.4
120.9
121.3
121.6
121.6
124.9
320.9
119.7
122.5
H3.9
123.0
124.8
112.8
121.3
112.4
117.7
117.4
123.5
140.6
133.0
99.9
101.2
98.6
128.4
86.7
109.2
110.8
111.2
107.3

50,097
1,597,517
1,243,870
1,180,340

Way

638
60
75
111
333
59

21,193
1,219
2,646
10,217
5,264
1,847

311.6
r!07.9
128.9
93.8
108.9
108.6
107.0
110.6
r!04.2
112.1
113.0
r!04*3
rll5.1
r92.2
r47.2
111.5
107.3
rl06,0
rl04.9
r98.0
r!04.2
109.9
rlll.7
rl07.3
113.1
90.7

r94.7
rlll.l
r58.1
r84.5
r!20.7
r!21.1
121.6
121.5
r!25.3
r!20.8
119.7
121.8
rl!3.7
122.8
122.0
rl!2.9
121.4,
112.4
117.7
rll6.9
123.5
140.4
133.0
r99.3
100.8
97.2
128.8
r86.8
rlll.7
110.8
111.2
107.3

1̂ 3,709
rl,563,660
rl,2!6,6l8
1,433,64$

June

671
52
78
128
340
73

a,222
1,971
2,990
6,971
7,024
2,266

111.3
107.3
124.3
95.4
107.2
108.7
106.7
110.1
103.9
110.8
112.6
104.3
114.9
92.2
52.0
109.9
107,0
106.0
105.3
98.0
104.2
109.6
1H.6
107.3
013.0
90..7

95.9
111.0
59.5
88.9
119.9
120.0
121.5
121.5
125.3
120.2
119.7
121.1
113.6
122.4
120.2
113.8
121.4
112.4
117.7
116.7
124.2
133.6
130.5
99.0
100.5
95.4
129.8
88.6
112.8
H0.8
111.2
107.3

50,845
1,488,850
1,133,292
1,140,700

I/ Revised. I/ Data for May 1951 and 1952 are for 5 weeksj other months, 4 weeks.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS —Continued

Earlier data are available in monthly issues of the Survey
and the 1951 Statistical Supplement

CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE - Continued

Construction cost indexes t ,
American Appraisal Co., average, 30 cities ,1913=100..

Associated General Contractors (all types )......««. ..do....
Engineering News-Record* Building I/ .......do....

Construction I/. *.«.*•• «...do....

DOMESTIC TRADE
Mail-order and store sales, total, 2 companies. thous. of dol..

IMHXOTENT
Hours and earnings;
Average weekly hours pr*r worker, all manufacturing, .hours..

Average hourly earssdjogs, aH aanuf acturing. «,.».....« do....

Tjussber and wood products (except furrdture )»*«*.. do....

Fabricated metal products (except ordnance, machinery,

Miscellaneous manufacturing industries **«.do»...

Apparel and other finished textile products...... do....

Printing, publishing, and allied industries* »»,..do»...

FINANCE
Federal Government finances

Hational defense arid related activities*. .....do....
Stocks, cash dividend payments publicly reported, total*do*».c

FOODSTUFFS
Stocks, cold storage, end of month t
Apples, fresh................ ...... ..........thous* of bu».
Buttor, creamery. ........... o. .«.».* o »«..«. ..thous. of Ib. »

r̂ozdii. ........... . «»»»....« « ....... . . .ubou0« of ID..

1951

May

528
557
545
490
512
378

400.8
542.7

328,424
100,408
228,017

40.7
41.8
39.3
64.55
69.60
57.93
1.586
1.665
1*677
1.439
1*393
1.554
1*799

1.655
1.750
1.604
1.833
1.626
1.410
1.474
1.452
1.161
1.324
1.234
1.519
1.955
1.634
1.988
1.660
1.282

4,039
3,346

53
3,074
747

4,517
163

2,3%
213.2
35.2
114.6
2.0
.7

45.7
3.5
8.5
3.0

2,844
42,590
197,412
418,666
270,206
2,083

162,659
839,262
106,463
5,862

616.231
68,639
125.359

June

531
557
545
490
529
379

400.4
542.4

322,649
92,911
229,738

40.7
41.8
39*4
65*08
70*27
58.47
1.599
1.681
1*675
1.468
1.387
1.561
1*819

1.661
1.762
1.618
1.860
1.630
1.418
1.484
1.475
1.174
1.323
1.248
1.521
1.954
1.648
1.995
1.701
1.278

7,603
7,089

48
6,611
719

5,969
1,557
2,495

1,134.4
79.4
731.0
88.7
40.2
69.8
50.7
48.0
26.6

680
72,598
234,608
531,090
290,321
2,427

189,980
778 ,413
96,041
5,235

572,372
68,754
112.369

1952

March

544
582
551
498
537
378

407.9
554.1

279,095
79,273
199,822

r40.7
is4i.7
39.3

r67*40
r72.81
r60.13
rl.656
rl.746
rl.780
rl.475
rl.469
rl.600
rl.849

rl.713
rl.839
rl.697
rl.939
rl.714
rl.481
rl.530
rl.544
rl.199
1.347
1.287
rl.584
r2.043
1.675
r2.017
rl.801
rl.304

10,800
9,886
U

9,816
825

5,704
689

3,425
1,202.1

75.9
813.5
97.6
25.5
74.2
51.6
39.8
24.0

5,983
6,505

155,195
466,735
348,023
1,596
84,295

1,242,349
267,437
14,896
822,006
70,803
232.832

April

545
582
552
499
541
379

410.4
557.1

332,482
93,423
239,059

39.8
40.8
r38.4
65.83
71.03
r58.75
1.654
1.741
rl.777
rl.504
rl.463
rl.601
rl.832

rl.711
rl.834
rl.698
rl.928
rl.706
rl.474
1.530
rl.547
1.195
1.341
1.246
rl.581
r2.046
rl.684
r2.032
r.17%
rl.308

5,187
4,323

47
4,186
849

6,016
350

3,775
533.5
93.0
195.2
8.2
89.8
57.6
24.1
53.9
11.7

2,894
10,522
158,949
475,636
313,708
2,184

111,185
1,230,705
252,350
13,067
823,741
88,821
19A.965

May

548
584
554
504
543
381

412.5
561.7

368,073
101,381
266,692

r40.2
rU.l
r38.9
r66.6l
r71.72
P59.56
rl.657
rl.745
rl.790
rl.458
rl.458
rl.601
1.842

rl.718
1.840
rl.698
rl.935
rl.722
rl.490
rl.531
rl.553
rl.199
rl.348
rl.239
rl.590
r2.064
pl.705
r2.015
pl.806
rl.306

4,688
3,809

45
3,663
828

5,659
172

3,791
233.5
44.8
U7.7
3.4
.8

48.6
3.3
10.4
4.5

rl,037
r30,821
r!85,927
r537,679
r301,739
r3,184

r!45,863
rl,095,209
r224,432
r!6,141
r727,665
r!05,749
r!85.688

June

550
588
554
504
544
382

414.5
570.7

354,385
92,345
262,040

P40.4
P41.1

: P39.4
P66.98
Fffl.76
P60.68
pl.658
pl.746
pl.784
pl.513
pl.469
pl.612
pl.820

pl.723
pl.842
pl.711
Pl.940
pl.733
pl.497
pi. 540
Pl.557
pl.216
pl.347
pl.247
pl.600
P2.058
pl.720
P2.073
pl.823
pl.330

10,220
9,7%

45
9,147
845

6,930
1,518
3,699

1,176.4
79.8
754.0
97.6
42.4
76.2
55.8
45.6
25.0

269
69,739
222,032
565,304
346,031
3,333

165,865
1,026,003
197,140
14,737
688,040
130,867
174.A61

Revised, jfc/ Preliminary. J/ Data reported at the beginning of each month are shown here for the previous month.
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS—Continued

Earlier data are available in monthly issues of the Survey
and the 1951 Statistical Supplement

LEATHER AND PRODUCTS

Sfoofls find slipper ̂  product" io$ii "feotal &1*Iv2U-s« oiT ps.i7"s*.
Sfeoep sandals sjnd Pl/ivy ^lio^**1 socc* afcli^^'^iCf 'feotftJ«do9ts^, .,

Athletic... .« .* ••«• « ® . » * » « * • « * * * . .*» 9 .*« .*«««*do, ,<»«* 1

PAHS AND FEINTING

Newsprint, Canada (inclining Newf oundland} s

Newsprint , United States:

In transit to publishers ...«•« do....

TEXTILE HtCOTJIS
Cotton? I/

Manufactures, spindle o»tjvfty U J .01 rystem spindles):
Active spindles, la.dc WC.T* • K r&/& uo &il«a« •••thousands..

Spindle hours operate*. , al i / H>TS>, total»««»Tirn> of hr.0

G mrf** IOC '* t ^ *••«•»•••*•• • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••

Wool: I/
Consumption (scoured basis):

Appjirel cls.ss **»9 . « » . » « ! « ? « « « « " * , j * i # f < < * « thous of lb« •

Machinery activity (weekly average):
Looms:

Woolen and worsted:
Pile and Jacouapd. « tf^ij^ous^ of active hours

Carpet and rug:

Spinning spindles:

Worsted, • •»»« . . *« . • • . • •** • • • •«*» . •••..•••.••••••« «do* , • .

1

May

38 303
'•£ »1*>'2

D ry i

"5,201

4.. 282
2,991
3 *66

255
330

A85,723
4B6,340
146,188

403,233
96,688
93,690
9,957

332 601
86,522

832,561

21,777
20,522
10,365

*>32
9 73?

Wi

r33 672
r7,252

iy,n
2,200

25

120
64

75 375
104,316

3>S5

951

June

37 T78
33,429
9,245
1.284

T^.ft/y.
4»365
2,691
3.612

?n
326

464,332
475,034
135,486

365,324s

94, 331
97,274

7,014
358 294
94,331

817,154

22,198
20, %2
10,272

«n/
9 66i
*139

**3>376
6,560

14«?
2,252

18

n6
64

79,070
100,875

1B4

^farch

A3 967
/n.1/9
8.531
1,374

21,191
5,785
3.261
3,277

223
325

476,492
453,262
166,970

399,258
99,633
98,6%
8,452

457,617
87,887

736,535

?1,159
19,885
9,040

A52
S /78

122

2 %^24
9,25?

147
1.592

19

128
51

67,9^3
72,644

'lL9

1

AprdJ.

A3. 082
38,879
8,613
1,369

20,363
5,2%
3.242
3.647

216
340

471,235
468,018
170,187

393,470
94,767
94,250
8,%9

460,475
72,475

^H7,W,

20,910
19,613
10,607

424
9 9A8

115

r30,020
11,020

136
rl,534

13

U.7
48

r63,457
r71,007

120

952

May

41.436
37,248
8,462
1̂ 92

18,973
5,168
3,153
3.626

209
353

495,972
492,478
I?3r681

404,071
103,440
103,783

| 83626
•'•/*2,739
79,028

686,697

20,834
19,513
8,110

416
7 532

112

25,548
8,552

145
1,546

16

n9
50

67^804
70,i81

120

June

451,915
483,791
141,805

379,943
99,060
98,138
9,568

476,479
74,592

695,965

20,770
19,453
8,700

435
8,102

n7

r/ Revised. I/ Data for April 1952 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks*
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