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THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION: DECEMBER 1974 

The Nation's unemployment continued to climb in December, and the number of persons 

with jobs declined for the third straight month, it was announced today by the 

Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U. S. Department of Labor. The total number of 

unemployed increased by 560,000 to 6.5 million, and the jobless rate reached 7.1 

percent, the highest rate since May 1961. 

Total employment (as measured by the monthly sample survey of households) fell by 

550,000 in December to 85.2 million. This decline followed an employment reduction 

of 800,000 in November and brought employment to a level nearly 1.4 million lower than 

September's high mark. 

Unemployment 

The number of persons unemployed rose by 560,000 in December to more than 6.5 

million. Much of this increase can be traced to layoffs, as the number of unemployed 

who had lost their last jobs rose by 360,000 to 3.2 million. Since December 1973, total 

joblessness has increased by more than 2 million. 

After receding to a 3%-year low of 4.6 percent in October 1973, the Nation's unem

ployment rate increased by 2.5 percentage points in the ensuing 14-month period, A small 

part of this increase took place during the "energy crisis" period last winter, but the 

NOTE: This press release covers data from the household 
survey only. As reported on December 6, 1974 (USDL - 74-
677), December data on employment, hours, and earnings from 
the establishment survey — which are ordinarily released 
at the same time as data from the household survey — will 
be released on January 10. A similar one-week delay — due 
to mailing and processing problems during the Christmas and 
New Year holiday period—occurred last year. 
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bulk has occurred during the last 4 months, when the rate rose from 5.4 percent in August 

to its December level of 7.1 percent. 

The rising tide in joblessness affected virtually every worker group. Among the 

major age-sex groups, the unemployment rate for adult men rose from 4.6 percent in 

November to 5.1 percent in December, while joblessness among adult women climbed from 6.6 

to 7.2 percent. Teenage unemployment also posted a further increase, from 17.3 to 18.3 

percent. (See tables A-2 and A-6.) Black .workers (Negro and other races) experienced 

a significant increase in unemployment, as their rate moved up from 11.7 to 12.8 percent; 

the rate for white workers rose proportionately, from 5.8 to 6.4 percent. The jobless 

rate for household heads moved up from 3.9 to 4.5 percent, while the rate for full-time 

workers rose from 6.2 to 6.8 percent; these were alltime highs for both series (which 

began in 1963). All of these groups have posted substantial increases in unemployment 

over their year-earlier levels. 

Table A. Highlights of the employment situation (seasonally adjusted data) 

Selected categories 

Civilian labor force 

Adul t men 
Adul t women * 
Teenagers 

Unemployment rates: 
AH workers 
Adu l t men 
Adul t women 
Teenagers 
White 
Negro and other races 
Household heads 
Married men 

Average duration of 

Quarterly averages 

1973 

IV 

1974 

I 1 I I ! I l l iv ! 
1 Oct. 
1 1974 

Monthly data 

N o v . 

1974 
Dec. 
1974 

(Millions of persons) 

89.9 
85.7 
48.5 
29.7 

7.6 
4.2 

90.5 
I 85.8 

48.5 
29.7 

7.6 
4.7 

90.6 
86.0 
48.4 
30.1 

7.4 
4.7 

91.4 
86.3 
48.5 
30.5 

7.3 
5.0 

91.8 
85.8 
48.4 
30.0 

7.4 
6.0 

(Percent of labor force 

4.7 
3.0 
4.7 

14.3 
4.2 
8.6 
2.8 
2 . 1 
4.3 
2.6 

-

9.9 

5.2 
3.5 
5 . 1 

15.3 
4.7 
9.4 
3.0 
2.4 
4.6 
3.3 

5 . 1 
3.5 
5.0 

15 .1 
4.7 

• 9.0 
3 . 1 
2.4 
4.6 
3.4 

5.5 
3.7 
5.4 

16 .1 
5.0 
9.5 
3.2 
2.7 
5.0 
3.4 

6.5 
4.7 
6.5 

17.5 
5.9 

11.8 
4.0 
3.3 
6.2 
4.2 

(Weak.) 

9.5 9.7 9.9 9.9 

92.0 
86.5 
48.7 
30.3 

7.6 

1 5*5 

91.7 
85.7 
48.4 
30.0 

7.4 
6.0 

91.7 
85.2 
48.0 
29.9 

7.2 
6.5 

6.0 
4.3 
* . 6 

16.9 
5.4 

10.9 
3.7 
2.9 
5.6 
3.6 

1 

10.0 

6.5 
4.6 
6.6 

17.3 
5.8 

11.7 
3.9 
3.3 
6.2 
4.3 

• 

9.8 

7 .1 
5 . 1 
7.2 

18.3 
6.4 

12.8 
4.5 
3.7 
6.8 
4.7 

10.0 

SOURCE: Tables A-l, A-2, and A-4« 
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The jobless rate for workers covered by State unemployment insurance programs 

increased to 4.7 percent, up from 4.3 percent in November and 2.7 percent in December 1973. 

The 3.1 million unemployment insurance claimants under State programs now account for 

close to half of the jobless total. 

Among the major occupational groups, white-collar workers experienced a rise 

in joblessness to 4.1 percent in December, the highest rate recorded for this group 

since occupational statistics were first recorded on a monthly basis in 1958. The 

bulk of the white-collar increase occurred among sales workers and managers. The job 

market for blue-collar workers continued to deteriorate (their rate moving from 8.2 

to 9.4 percent) as did the situation for manufacturing and construction workers among 

the major industry categories. The manufacturing jobless rate, at 8.6 percent in December, 

was double the December 1973 figure; factory joblessness was boosted substantially by 

heavy layoffs in the auto industry. At 15.0 percent, the construction unemployment 

rate reached its highest level since 1961. (See table A-2.) 

The unemployment rate for Vietnam-era veterans aged 20-34 years jumped nearly 2 

percentage points in December to 7.7 percent, bringing it back up to approximately 

the rate for nonveterans (8.0 percent). Young veterans (those 20-24 years old) were 

particularly hard hit, as their rate reached 15.3 percent, compared with 10.4 percent 

for young nonveterans. (See table A-2.) 

In addition to the increase in total joblessness, there was also a continued upswing 

in the number of persons working part time for economic reasons—the partial unemployed. 

(See table A-3.) When combined with unemployment on a man-hours basis, the resulting 

measure—labor force time lost—reached 7.8 percent in December, up from 7.2 percent in 

November and 5.4 percent a year earlier. (See table A-2.) 

Civilian Labor Force and Total Employment 

The size of the civilian labor force remained stable in December (91.7 million, 

seasonally adjusted) after declining in November* Until November's drop, there had 

been slow growth in the labor force during most of 1974. Over the past year, the labor 

force has risen by about 1.6 million, substantially less then the 2.7 million boost in 

the prior year, (See table A-l.) 
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Employment fell for the third straight month in December, as 550,000 fewer people 

had jobs than in November. Teenagers and adult men showed the most significant declines. 

This decrease was largely confined to blue-collar workers, as operatives and craft workers 

have been particularly hard hit by the economic slowdown. (See table A-3.) 

Although employment grew slowly and sporadically throughout most of 1974, the declines 

at yearend exceeded the modest gains earlier in the year. This left the economy with 

nearly one-half million fewer persons employed in December 1974 than a year earlier. 

The last over-the-year decline in employment occurred in 1971. 

The data presented in this release on the labor force, total 
employment, and unemployment are derived from the Current 
Population Survey, a sample survey of households conducted and 
tabulated by the Bureau of the Census for the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. With the exception of December, data relate to the 
week containing the 12th day of the month; in December 1973 and 
1974, the reference period was the week containing the 5th day. A 
description of this survey appears in the BLS publication 
Employment and Earnings. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 

Table A-1 . Employment status of the noninstitutional population 

(Numbers in thousands) 

* Employment status 

Not seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1973 

Nov. 
1974 

Dec. 
1974 

Seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1973 

Aug. 
1974 

Sept. 
1974 

Oct. 
1974 

Nov, 
1974 

TOTAL 

Total noninstitutional populat ion1 . . 
Total labor force . . . 

Participation rate 
Civilian noninstitutional populat ion1 

Civilian labor force 

Participation rate 
Employed . . 

Agriculture 
Nonagricultural industries . . 

Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 

Not in labor force 

Males, 20 years and over 

Total noninstitutional population ' . . 
Total labor force 

Participation rate 
Civilian noninstitutional populat ion1 

Civilian labor force 
Participation rate . . , . . „ . . , 

Employed 
Agriculture 
Nonagricultural industries • . 

Unemployed 
Unemployment rate . . . . . . . . . 

Not in labor force 

Females, 20 years and over 

Civilian noninstitutional populat ion1 

Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 

Employed 
Agriculture 
Nonagricultural industries . . 

Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 

Not in labor force 

Both sexes. 16-19 years 

Civilian noninstitutional population* 
Civilian labor force 

Participation rate 
Employed . . . . . 

Agriculture 
Nonagricultural industries . 

Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 

Not in labor force 

WHITE 

Civilian noninstitutional population* 
Civilian labor force 

Participation rate . 
Employed 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate . 

Not in labor force 

NEGRO AND OTHER RACES 

Civilian noninstitutional population* 
Civilian labor force 

Participation rate . * * 
Employed 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 

Not in labor force 

149,436 
91,984 
61.6 

147,155 
89,702 
61.0 

85,644 
3,202 
82,442 
4,058 
4.5 

57,453 

63,355 
51,761 
81.6 

61,510 
49,870 
81.1 

48,325 
2,420 
45,905 
1,545 

' 3.1 
11,640 

69,781 
31,539 
45.2 

30,168 
473 

29,695 
1,371 
4.3 

38,242 

! 
15,864 I 
8,293 
52.3 I 
7,151 < 
309 ! 

6,842 : 
1,142 j 
13.8 I 
7,571 I 

130,197 i 
79,516 i 
61.1 ! 

76,243 j 
3,273 | 
4.1 ; 

50,681 

16,958 
10,186 
60.1 
9,400 
786 
7.7 

6,773 

151,812 
93,822 
61.8 

149,600 
91,609 
61.2 

85,924 
3,224 
82,700 
5,685 
6.2 

57,991 

64,374 
52,284 
81.2 

62,601 
50,511 
80.7 

48,411 
2,415 
45,996 
2,100 
4.2 

12,090 

70,858 
32,605 
46.0 

30,533 
439 

30,094 
2,072 
6.4 

38,253 

16,141 
8,493 
52.6 
6,980 
371 

6,609 
1,513 
17.8 
7,648 

132,189 
81,271 
61.5 

76,718 
4,552 
5.6 

50,918 

17,411 
10,339 
59.4 
9,206 
1,133 
11.0 
7,072 

152,020 
93,538 
61.5 

149,809 
91,327 
61.0 

85,220 
2;959 
82,261 
6,106 
6.7 

58,482 

64,462 
52,177 
80.9 

62,690 
50,405 
80.4 

47,787 
2,311 
45,476 
2,618 
5.2 

12,286 

70,961 
32,555 
45.9 

30,526 
366 

30,160 
2,029 
6.2 

38,406 

16,157 
8,367 
51.8 
6,907 
282 

6,625 
1,459 
17.4 
7,790 

132,356 
81,065 
61.2 

76,149 
4,916 
6,1 

51,291 

17,452 
10,262 
58.8 
9,072 
1,190 
11.6 
7,191 

149,436 
92,315 
61.8 

147,155 
90,033 
61.2 

85,669 
3,643 
82,026 
4,364 
4.8 

57,122 

63,355 
51,931 
82.0 

61,510 
50,085 
81.4 

48,559 
2,569 
45,990 
1,526 
3.0 

11,425 

69,781 
31,169 
44.7 

29,596 
595 

29,001 
1,573 
5.0 

38,612 

15,864 
8,779 
55.3 
7,514 
479 

7,035 
1,265 
14.4 
7,085 

130,197 
79,704 
61.2 

76,223 
3,481 
4.4 

50,493 

16,958 
10,300 
60.7 
9,412 
888 
8.6 

6,658 

151,135 
93,281 
61.7 

148,916 
91,061 
61.1 

86,187 
3,443 
82,744 
4,874 
5.4 

57,855 

64,064 
52,189 
81.5 

62,273 
50,397 
80.9 

48,506 
2,516 
45,990 
1,891 
3.8 

11,876 

70,549 i 
32,216 
45.7 

30,528 
495 

30,033 
1,688 
5.2 

38,333 

151,367 
94,067 
62.1 

149,150 
91,650 
61.6 

86,538 
3,511 
83,027 
5,312 
5.8 

57,300 

64,181 
52,343 
81.6 

62,405 
50,567 
81.0 

48,620 
2,516 
46,104 
1,947 
3.9 

11,838 

70,638 
32,135 
45.5 

30,301 
483 

29,818 
1,834 
5.7 

38,503 

16,094 I 
8,448 | 
52.5 
7,153 ! 
432 

6,721 
1,295 
15.3 
7,646 

131,636 
80,765 
61.4 

76*856 
3,909 
4.8 

50,871 

17,280 
10,294 
59.6 
9,343 
951 
9.2 

6,986 

16,107 
9,148 
56.8 
7,617 
512 

7,105 
1,531 
16.7 
6,959 

131,828 
81,421 
61.8 

77,108 
4,313 
5.3 

50,407 

17,322 
10,440 
60.3 
9,416 
1,024 
9.8 

6,882 

151,593 
94,237 
62.2 

149,380 
92,024 
61.6 

86,511 
3,476 
83,035 
5,513 
6.0 

57,356 

64,279 
52,634 
81.9 

62,506 
50,861 
81.4 

48,689 
2,500 
46,189 
2,172 
4.3 

11,645 

70,749 
32,066 
45.3 

30,262 
497 

29,765 
1,804 
5.6 

38,683 

16,124 
9,097 
56.4 
7,560 
479 

7,081 
1,537 
16.9 
7,027 

132,013 
81,525 
61.8 

77,127 
4,398 
5.4 

50,488 

17,367 
10,479 
60.3 
9,335 
1,144 
10.9 
6,888 

151,812 
93,913 
61.9 

149,600 
91,701 
61.3 

85,726 
3,370 
82,356 
5,975 
6.5 

57,899 

64,374 
52,462 
81.5 

62,601 
50»690 
81.0 

48,372 
2,422 
45,950 
2,318 
4.6 

11,911 

70,858 
32,070 
45.3 

29,958 
454 

29,504 
2,112 
6.6 

38,788 

16,141 
8,941 
55.4 
7,396 
494 

6,902 
1,545 
17.3 
7,200 

132,189 
81,275 
61.5 

76,528 
4,747 
5.8 

50,914 

17,411 
10,385 
59.6 
9,167 
1,218 
11.7 
7,026 

17,452 
10,411 
59.7 
9,078 
1,333 
12.8 
7,041 

Seasonal variations are not present in the population figures; therefore, identical numbers appear in the unadjusted and seasonafly adjusted columns. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 

Table A-2. Major unemployment indicators, seasonally adjusted 

HOUSEHOLD DATA 

Selected categories 

\ Number of 
.unemployed persons 

(In thousands) 

Dec. 
1973 

Dec. " 
1974 

Unemployment rates 

Dec. 
1973 

Aug. 
1974 

Sept. 
1974 

Oct. 
1974 

Nov. 
1974 

Dec. 
1974 

Total, 16 years and over . . . . . . . . . . 
Males, 20 years and over . . 
Females, 20 yean; and over * 
Both sexes, 16-19 years 

White, total 
Males, 20 years and over 
Females, 20 years and over . . 
Both sexes, 16-19 years . .* . . . . 

Negro and other races, total 
Males, 20 years and over 
Females, 20 years and over . . 
Both sexes, 16-19 years 

Household heads . . . . . . 
Married men, spouse present . 
Full-time workers . 
Part-time workers 
Unemployed 15 weeks and over1 . . r . . . . . . . . . 
State insured3 

Labor force time lost3 

OCCUPATION4 

White-collar workers 
Professional and technical 
Managers and administrators, except farm . . . 
Sales workers 
Clerical workers 

Blue-collar workers 
Craft and kindred workers 
Operatives r 
Nonfarm laborers 

Service workers 
Farm workers 

INDUSTRY 4 

Nonagricuttural private wage and salary workers5 

Construction 
Manufacturing 

Durable goods 
Nondurable goods 

Transportation and public utilities 
Wholesale and retail trade 
Finance and service industries 

Government workers 
Agricultural wage and salary workers 

VETERAN STATUS 

Males, Vietnam-era veterans*: 
20 to 34 years 

20 to 24 years 
25 to 29 years 
30 to 34 years 

Males, nonveterans: 
20 to 34 years 

20 to 24 years 
25 to 29 years 
30 to 34 years 

4,364 
1,526 
1,573 
1,265 

3,481 
1,285 
1,190 
1,006 

888 
255 
366 
267 

1,469 
872 

3,401 
1,003 
740 

1,684 

1,317 
.287 
125 
249 
656 

1,653 
375 
877 
401 
744 
76 

3,280 
375 
939 
498 
441 
153 
965 
826 
348 
93 

241 
103 
105 
33 

629 
395 
160 
74 

6,535 
2,587 
2,330 
1,618 

5,205 
2,119 
1,814 
1,272 

1,333 
495 
485 
353 

2,379 
1,468 
5,323 
1,272 
1,302 
3,093 

1,787 
333 
231 
345 
878 

2,988 
744 

1,595 
649 
912 
70 

5,129 
664 

1,867 
1,081 
786 
201 

1,352 
1,027 
462 
102 

460 
174 
224 
62 

1,116 
643 
285 
188 

4. 
3 , 
5. 

14, 

4 . 
2 . 
4 , 

12.8 

8.6 
4.9 
8.7 

28.7 

5. 
3. 
5, 

15. 

4. 
3 . 
4 . 

13.3 

9.2 
6 .3 
8.0 

31.4 

3 . 
2, 
1. 
3 . 
4. 
6. 
4, 
7. 

10. 
6, 
2. 

5. 
11 . 

5. 
4. 
6, 
3. 
6. 
4. 
2, 
6, 

5,0 
11.4 

3.6 
2.5 

6.3 
9.2 
4 .3 
3.8 

5.8 
3.9 
5.7 

16.7 

5 .3 
3.5 
5.3 

15.2 

9 . 8 
6 . 7 
8 . 3 

3 2 . 4 

3.4 
2 .8 
5 .3 
8.8 
1.1 
3.4 
6.4 

6. 
12. 

5. 
5, 
6. 
3. 
6, 
4. 
3. 
6, 

6. 
4. 
5. 

16. 

5. 
3 . 
5. 

14, 

5.2 
12.4 

3 .8 
2.2 

5.7 
8 .0 
4.2 
3.5 

5.6 
11.7 

4 .8 
2 .1 

6.4 
8 .2 
6.2 
3.7 

10.9 
7/4 
9.7 

34.5 

3.5 
2.6 
2 .0 
4 .1 
4.9 
6.8 
4.8 
7.4 

10.1 
6 .4 
2.5 

3 .3 
2,3 
1.8 

1 4 .5 
4 .4 
7 .3 
5 .0 
7.9 

10.7 
6.7 
2.6 

6. 
12, 

6. 
5, 
6. 
3. 
6. 
4. 
2. 
8. 

6. 
4. 
6. 

17. 

5. 
4. 
6. 

14.9 

11.7 
8 . 2 

1 0 . 3 
3 7 . 4 

3. 
2, 
2. 
4. 
5. 
8. 
5. 
9. 

10. 
6. 
2. 

8 
9 
3 
7 
0 
4 
9 
4 

3.4 
7.5 

6. 
13. 

7. 
6, 
8. 
3. 
6. 
5. 

5. 
12. 

4. 
3, 

7. 
5. 
7, 

18. 

6. 
4. 
6 . 

16, 

12.8 
9.5 

11.3 
3 7 . 8 

4 . 
2 . 
2 , 
6 , 
5 , 
9 , 
6 . 

10. 
13. 

7. 
2. 

7, 
15, 

8, 
8. 
9, 
4, 
8. 
5. 
3. 
7. 

7. 
15. 

6. 
4. 

8 . 0 
10.4 

7 .1 
5.0 

Unemployment rate calculated as a percent of civilian labor force. 
Insured unemployment under State programs; unemployment rate calculated as a percent of average covered employment. 
Man-hours lost by the unemployed and persons on part time for economic reasons as a percent of potentially available labor force man-hours. 
Unemployment by occupation includes all experienced unemployed persons, whereas that by industry covers only unemployed wage and salary workers. 
Includes mining, not shown separately. 
Vietnam-era veterans are those who served after August 4 ,1964. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 

Table A-3 . Selected employment indicators 

HOUSEHOLD DATA 

[In thousands] 

Selected categories 

Not seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1973 

Dec. 
1974 

Seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1973 

Aug. 
1974 

Sept . 
1974 

Oct. 
1974 

Nov. 
1974 

Dec. 
1974 

Total employed, 16 years and over 

Males 

Females 

Household heads 

Married men, spouse present 

Married women, spouse present 

OCCUPATION 

White-collar workers 

Professional and technical 

Managers and administrators, except farm 

Sales workers 

Clerical workers 

Blue-collar workers 

Craft and kindred workers 

Operatives 

Nonfarm laborers 

Service workers 

Farm workers 

MAJOR INDUSTRY A N D CLASS 

OF WORKER 

Agriculture: 

Wage and salary workers 

Self-employed workers 

Unpaid family workers 

Nonagricultural industries: 

Wage and salary workers 

Private households 

Government 

Other 

Self-employed workers 

Unpaid family workers 

PERSONS AT WORK ' 

Nonagricultural industries 

Full-time schedules 

Part t ime for economic reasons 

Usually work fu l l t ime 

Usually work part t ime 

Part t ime for noneconomic reasons 

85,644 
52,125 
33,519 
50,553 
39,211 
19,840 

41,797 
12,302 
9,057 
5,572 
14,866 
29,823 
11,344 
14,306 
4,173 
11,284 
2,740 

1,153 
1,740 
309 

76,524 
1,571 
13,883 
61,070 
5,459 
458 

79,733 
65,539 
2,350 
1,140 
1,210 
11,844 

85,220 
51,419 
33s801 
50,427 
38,364 
19,986 

42,394 
12,467 
8,792 
5,564 
15,571 
28,679 
11,179 
13,405 
4,095 
11,571 
2,576 

1,072 
1,617 
270 

76,171 
1,276 
14,442 
60,453 
5,614 
476 

78,802 
64,174 
3,097 
1,746 
1,351 
11,531 

85,669 
52,732 
32,937 
50,565 
39,252 
19,334 

41,138 
12,030 
9,099 
5,254 
14,755 
30,101 
11,357 
14,303 
4,441 
11,260 
3,123 

1,353 
1,821 
405 

76,100 
1,542 
13,668 
60,890 
5,455 
473 

77,396 
64,038 
2,562 
1,192 
1,370 
10,796 

86,187 
52,445 
33,742 
51,059 
38,888 
19,887 

41,766 
12,572 
8,681 
5,453 
15,060 
29,885 
11,569 
14,014 
4,302 
11,644 
2,941 

1,341 
1,723 
380 

76,739 
1,432 

14,017 
61,290 
5,745 
419 

77,846 
64,688 
2,511 
1,174 
1,337 
10,647 

86,538 
52,771 
33,767 
50,927 
38,874 
19,856 

42,017 
12,519 
8,668 
5,583 
15,247 
29,867 
11,508 
13,929 
4,430 
11,567 
3,032 

1,396 
1,729 
382 

76,777 
1,408 
13,959 
61,410 
5,678 
548 

78,034 
64,647 
2,823 
1,257 
1,566 
10,564 

86,511 
52,835 
33,676 
50,999 
39,043 
19,898 

41,951 
12,338 
8,872 
5,513 

15,228 
29,847 
11,486 
13,799 

4,562 
11,676 

2,982 

1,378 
1,709 

385 

76,825 
1,384 

13,958 
61,483 

5,739 
487 

7 7 , 9 2 9 
64,426 

2,925 
1,353 
1,572 

10,578 

85,726 
52,410 
33,316 
50,704 
38,722 
19,580 

41,766 
12,224 

8,839 
5,375 
15,328 
29,566 
11,456 
13,673 
4,437 
11,478 
2,928 

1,398 
1,614 
342 

76,196 
1,258 
14,001 
60,937 
5,667 
480 

77,486 
63,628 
3,213 
1,599 
1,614 

10,645 

85,176 
52,004 
33,172 
50,427 
38,402 
19,480 

41,719 
12,187 
8,836 
5,249 

15,447 
28,951 
11,190 
13,405 

4,356 
11,579 

2,935 

1,258 
1,691 

354 

75,725 
1,252 

14,215 
60,258 

5,608 
491 

76,596 
62,731 

3,354 
1,824 
1,530 

10,511 

Excludes persons " w i t h a job but not at w o r k " during the survey period for such reasons as vacation, illness, or industrial disputes. 

Table A-4 . Duration of unemployment 

[Numbers in thousands] 

Weeks of unemployment 

Not seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1973 

Dec. 
1974 

Seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1973 

Aug. 
1974 

Sept. 
1974 

Oct. 
1974 

Nov. 
1974 

Dec. 
1974 

Less than 5 weeks 

5 to 14 weeks 

15 weeks and over 

15 to 26 weeks 

27 weeks and over 

Average (mean) durat ion, in weeks 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

Total unemployed 

Less than 5 weeks 

5 to 14 weeks *> 

15 weeks and over 

15 to 26 weeks » 

27 weeks and over ! 

2,097 
1,307 
654 
372 
282 

9.6 

100.0 
51.7 
32.2 
16.1 
9.2 

6.9 

2,801 
2,155 
1,151 
679 
472 

10.3 

100.0 
45.9 
35.3 
18.8 
11.1 
7.7 

2,308 
1,270 
740 
409 
331 

9.3 

100.0 
53.5 
29.4 
17.1 
9.5 

7.7 

2,493 
1,440 
949 
564 
385 

10.0 

2,651 
1,691 
1,000 
614 
386 

9.6 

00.0 
51 .1 
29.5 
19.4 
11.6 

7.9 

100.0 
49.6 
31.7 
18.7 
11.5 

7.2 

2,664 
1,735 
1,018 
636 
382 

10.0 

100.0 
49.2 
32.0 
18.8 
11.7 
7.1 

2,984 
1,919 
1,128 
691 
437 

9.8 

100.0 
49.5 
31.8 
18.7 
11.5 
7.2 

3,081 
2,094 
1,302 
748 
554 

10.0 

100.0 
47.6 
32.3 
20.1 
11.5 
8.6 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 

Table A-5. Reasons for unemployment 

[Numbers in thousands] 

HOUSEHOLD DATA 

NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED 

Lost last job 
Left last job 
Reentered labor force 
Seeking first job 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

Total unemployed 
Job losers . * 
Job leavers . 
Reentrants 
New entrants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

UNEMPLOYED AS A PERCENT OF THE 
CIV IL IAN LABOR FORCE 

Job losers . 
Job leavers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Reentrants * 
New entrants * 

Not seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1973 

1,818 
695 

1,069 
476 

100.0 
44.8 
17.1 
26.3 
11.7 

2.0 
.8 

1.2 
.5 

Dec. 
1974 

3,277 
731 

1,487 
612 

100.0 
53.7 
12.0 
24.3 
10.0 

3.6 
.8 

1.6 
.7 

Seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1973 

1,761 
765 

1,266 
593 

100.0 
40.2 
17.4 
28.9 
13.5 

2.0 
.9 

1.4 
.7 

Aug. 
1974 

1,988 
773 

1,472 
634 

100.0 
40.8 
15.9 
30.2 
13.0 

2.2 
.8 

1.6 
.7 

Sept. 
1974 

2,236 
736 

1,623 
731 

100.0 
42.0 
13.8 
30.5 
13.7 

2.4 
.8 

1.8 
.8 

Oct. 
1974 

2,350 
859 

1,449 
776 

100.0 
43.2 
15.8 
26.7 
14.3 

2.6 
.9 

1.6 
.8 

Nov. 
1974 

2,815 
770 

1,659 
772 

100.0 
46.8 
12.8 
27.6 
12.8 

3.1 
,8 

1.8 
.8 

Dec. 
1974 

3,175 
804 

1,762 
763 

100.0 
48.8 
12.4 
27.1 
11.7 

3.5 
.9 

1.9 
.8 

Table A-6. Unemployment by sex and age 

Sex and age 

Not seasonally adjusted 

Thousands of person* 

Dec. 
1973 

Dec. 
1974 

Percent 
looking for 
full-time 

work 

Dec. 
1974 

Seasonally adjusted unemployment rates 

Dec. 
1973 

Aug. 
1974 

Sept. 
1974 

Oct. 
1974 

Nov. 
1?74 

Dec. 
1974 

Total, 16 year* and over 
1 6 t o 19years . . . . . 

16 to 17 years . . . . . . . 
18 to 19 years 

20 to 24 years 
25 year* and over . . . . . . . 

25 to 54 year* . . 
55 years and over 

Males, 16 years and over . . 
16 to 19 year* 

16 to 17 years 
18 to 19 years 

20 to 24 years 
25 years and over 

25 to 54 years 
55 years and over . . 

Female*. 16 years and over 
16 to 19 years 

16 to 17 years 
18 to 19 years 

20 to 24 year* 
25 years and over 

25 to 54 years 
55 year* and o v e r . . . 

4,058 

1,142 
552 
590 
859 

2,057 
1,696 

361 

2,190 
645 
324 
322 
466 

1,079 
852 
227 

1,868 
497 
228 
268 
393 
978 
844 
134 

6,106 

1,459 
708 
751 

1,365 
3,281 
2,744 

537 

3,444 
827 
422 
405 
766 

1,851 
1,522 

329 

2,662 
633 
286 
346 
599 

1,430 
1,222 

208 

78.5 
48.9 
23.6 
72.8 
86.3 
88.5 
90.3 
79.5 

81.9 
49. 
26, 
73.8 
88. 
93. 
96. 
80. 

74.2 
48.0 
19.9 
71.4 
83.8 
81.7 
82.4 
77.9 

4. 

14. 
16. 
12. 
7. 
3, 
3. 
2. 

4. 
13. 
16. 
11. 
6. 

2. 
2. 
2, 

6, 
15. 
17. 
16. 
8. 
4. 
4. 
2, 

5.4 

15.3 
17.3 
14.1 
9.5 
3.3 
3. 
3. 

4. 
15. 
18.8 
12. 
9. 
2. 
2. 
3, 

6.3 
15.4 
15.3 
15.8 
9.8 
4.2 
4.5 
3.2 

5. 

16. 
18, 
16, 
9, 
3, 
3. 
3. 

5.0 
17.1 
17.9 
16.8 
8.9 

3.0 
3.0 
2.8 

6. 
16, 
18, 
15. 
9. 
4, 
5, 
3. 

6. 
16. 
18. 
15, 
8. 
4. 
4, 
3, 

5. 
16. 
16, 
15, 
8, 

3. 
3, 
2. 

7.0 
17.8 
20.0 
16.2 
8.9 
4.8 
5.1 
3.8 

6. 
17. 
19, 
15, 
10. 
4. 
4, 
3, 

5.7 
17.4 
19.8 
15. 
10. 

3. 
3. 
2. 

7.8 
17.2 
18.7 
16.4 
10.6 
5.7 
6.2 
3.9 

7.1 

18.3 
21.2 
16.2 
11.8 
4.8 
5.2 
3.9 

6. 
17. 
21. 
15. 
11. 

4. 
4. 
3. 

8. 
19. 
21. 
17. 
12. 
5. 
6. 
4, 
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LABOR FORCE. EMPLOYMENT, UNEMPLOYMENT 
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTEO 

1 . LABOR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT TOTAL EMPLOYMENT 
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 

5 . UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 

PERCENT 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 

9 . UNEMPLOYMENT RflTES 1 0 . UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 
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