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THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION: DECEMBER 1973 

Unemployment ro se in December while total employment was l i t t le changed, 

i t was announced today by the Bureau of Labor Sta t is t ics , U. S. Depar tment of 

Labor . The unemployment ra te moved up to 4. 9 pe rcen t ; the r a t e was 4. 7 percen t 

in November , after reaching a 3 -1 /2-year low of 4. 5 pe rcen t in October. 

Following substant ial gains e a r l i e r in the year , total employment has been at 

about the same level since October. Over the year , total employment has r i s e n by 

2. 7 mill ion. 

These data a r e obtained f rom the household survey. As r epo r t ed on Decem­

ber 19, 1973 (USDL - 73-593) , December data on employment, hours , and earnings 

f rom the es tab l i shment su rvey- -which a re o rd inar i ly r e l e a s e d at the same time as 

data f rom the household su rvey - -wi l l be delayed for one week because of collection, 

t ranspor ta t ion , and process ing p r o b l e m s brought on by the energy c r i s i s and ext ra 

hol idays . These data will be r e l e a s e d on January 11, along with a sepa ra t e and raore 

comprehens ive y e a r - i n - r e v i e w sect ion. 

Unemployment 

The number of pe r sons unemployed i n c r e a s e d by 170, 000 in December to a 

total of 4. 4 mill ion, seasonal ly adjusted, following a r i s e of about the same amount 

in November . This r a i s ed the overa l l unemployment ra te f rom 4. 7 to 4. 9 percent . 

The r a t e was 5. 1 pe rcen t in December 1972. 

A l a rge p a r t of the i n c r e a s e in j o b l e s s n e s s o c c u r r e d among female w o r k e r s 

and was cen te red pa r t i cu l a r ly among those 18-24 y e a r s of age. (See table A-6 . ) 

The unemployment ra te for adult women (20 y e a r s and over) r o s e f rom 4. 7 to 5. 1 

p e r c e n t over the month, re tu rn ing to i t s level of a yea r ago. F o r adult m a l e s , the 

unemployment r a t e of 3. 1 pe rcen t was l i t t le changed over the month but has edged 

up f rom i ts low of 2. 9 pe rcen t posted in October . The teenage job less r a t e was 

unchanged at 14. 7 percent . (See table A-3 . ) 
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Unemployment r a t e s for household heads (male and female combined) and 

m a r r i e d men, at 2. 9 and 2. 2 pe rcen t respec t ive ly , were both unchanged over the 

the month. However, the household head ra t e was up from the October level (2. 7 

percent) and equal to a yea r ago. The unemployment r a t e for w o r k e r s covered by 

State unemployment insurance p r o g r a m s was 2. 8 pe rcen t in December , slightly 

above the 2. 7 -percen t level that had preva i led since Apri l . 

F o r white w o r k e r s , the unemployment r a t e moved up f rom 4. 2 to 4. 4 percent , 

due to i n c r e a s e d job le s snes s among adul ts . The jobless ra te for Negro w o r k e r s was 

8. 7 percent , about the average in r e c e n t months . 

The December inc rease in job le s sness occu r r ed among both full- and p a r t - t i m e 

j o b s e e k e r s . After reaching a low of 4. 0 pe rcen t in October, the full- t ime ra te has 

r i s e n to the 4. 6 -percent level prevai l ing in late 1972 and ea r ly 1973. (See table A-2 , ) 

Among the major occupational groups, whi te -co l la r w o r k e r s accounted for 

m o s t of the r i s e in unemployment, as the i r jobless r a t e went f rom 2. 7 to 3. 2 p e r ­

cent; the profess ional , sa les , and c l e r i ca l worker components all posted i n c r e a s e s . 

Table A. Highlights of the employment situation (seasonally adjusted data 

Selected categories 

Civilian labor force 
Total employment 

Adult men 
Adult women 
Teenagers 

Unemployment rates: 
All workers 

Adult women 
Teenagers . . . . . . . 
White 

Household heads 

Full-time workers 

Average duration of 

) 

Quarterly averages 

1972 

4 th 

87.2 
82.6 
4 7 . 3 
28 .3 

6 .9 
4 .6 

1973 

1st 

87.6 
83.2 
47 .5 
28 .6 

7 .1 
4 .4 

! 2nd 

88.6 
84.2 
47 .7 
29 .2 

7 .3 
4.4 

i 3rd 4th 
(Millions of persons) 

89 .0 
84 .7 
4 8 . 1 
29.5 

7 . 1 
4 .2 

89.9 , 
85.7 
48.5 
29.6 

7.5 
4 .3 

[ Monthly data 

Oct . 

1 1973 

1 89.8 
85.7 
48 .4 
29 .7 

7.6 
4 . 1 

Nov. 

1973 

90.0 
85.7 
48.5 
29 .7 

7.5 
4 . 3 

Dec. 

1973 

•90.0 
85 .6 
48.6 
29 .5 

7.5 
4 .4 

(Percent of labor force) 

5 . 3 
3.6 
5 .2 

15.6 
4 . 7 
9 .9 
3 . 1 
2 .5 
4 . 8 
3 . 1 

5 .0 
3.4 
5 .0 

1 4 . 8 
4 .5 
9 .0 
2 .9 
2 .4 
4 .6 
2 .9 

4 .9 
3 .4 
4 . 7 

14 .7 
4 .4 

• 9 . 0 
2 .9 
2 . 3 
4 .4 
2 .7 

4 . 8 
3 . 1 
4 .9 

14.4 
4 .2 
9 . 1 
2 . 7 
2 . 1 • 
4 .2 
2 .7 

4 .7 
3.0 
4 .7 

. 14 .4 
4 .2 
8 .7 
2 . 8 
2 .2 
4 . 3 
2 .7 

4 .5 
2 .9 
4 .4 

13 .9 
4 . 1 
8 .3 
2 .7 
2 . 1 
4 .0 
2 .7 

4 .7 
3.0 
4 . 7 

14.6 
4 .2 
9 . 1 
2 .9 
2 .2 
4 .4 
2 .7 

4 .9 
3 1 
5 . 1 

14.7 
4 .4 
8.7 
2 .9 
2 .2 
4.6 
2 . 8 

(Weeks) 

11 .6 10 .6 9 .9 9 .7 10.0 10 .4 1 0 . 1 9 .4 

SOURCE: Tables A-1 ,A-3 , and A-4. 
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Among the major indus t r i es , the unemployment r a t e for const ruct ion w o r k e r s 

dropped from 9. 6 to 8. 4 pe rcen t over the month, while the ra te for w o r k e r s in 

wholesale and re ta i l t rade ro se f rom 5. 5 to 6. 3 percent . 

The unemployment ra te for the m o s t recen t ly d i scharged male Vie tnam E r a 

v e t e r a n s (20- to-24 yea r -o lds ) was 7. 6 pe rcen t in December , e s sen t i a l ly unchanged 

since September but improved over e a r l i e r months in 1973. The r a t e s for ve t e rans 

25 to 29 (3. 4 percent) and 30 to 34 (3. 2 percent) have shown only smal l f luctua­

t ions during the yea r . Ra tes for ve t e r ans in these th ree age groups in December 

w e r e not m a t e r i a l l y different f rom those of nonve te rans . (See table A-7 . ) 

The average (mean) durat ion of unemployment dropped to 9. 4 weeks in Decem­

ber , i t s second s t ra ight monthly decl ine. Since December a year ago, the average 

dura t ion of unemployment has fallen by 2 weeks . (See table A-4 . ) 

The number of unemployed pe r sons who had los t the i r l a s t job was 1. 8 m i l ­

lion in December , two-fifths of the job less total . (See table A - 5 . ) With the excep­

tion of June, this was the f i r s t t ime since l a s t January that this p ropor t ion had been 

40 p e r c e n t or m o r e . 

The number of nonagr icu l tura l w o r k e r s employed pa r t t ime for economic 

r e a s o n s - - t h a t i s , those p e r s o n s who wanted ful l - t ime jobs but were forced to work 

s h o r t e r hou r s due to such fac tors a s s lack work, m a t e r i a l shor tages , or the inabi l ­

ity to find ful l - t ime w o r k - - r o s e by 160, 000 in December to a level of 2. 6 mil l ion. 

(See table A-L ) Since August, the number of such p e r s o n s has i nc r ea sed by 275, 000. 

The December i n c r e a s e in the number of w o r k e r s on economic p a r t - t i m e schedules, 

coupled with the r i s e in unemployment, led to an i n c r e a s e in labor force t ime l o s t - -

f rom 5. 2 to 5. 4 pe rcen t . (Labor force t ime los t is a m e a s u r e of the m a n - h o u r s 

los t by the unemployed and those working p a r t t ime for economic r e a s o n s as a p e r ­

cent of potent ia l ly avai lable labor force m a n - h o u r s . ) Unlike the unemployment 

r a t e , the t ime los t m e a s u r e has now r e t u r n e d to i t s y e a r - a g o level (table A-3) . 

Civil ian Labor F o r c e and Total Employment 

The civi l ian labor force, at 90. 0 mi l l ion ( seasona l ly adjusted) in December , 

was l i t t le changed for the second month in a row. The labor force has r i s e n by 

over 2. 6 mi l l ion since December 1972. (See table A - l . ) 

At 85. 6 mill ion, total employment was a l so about unchanged for the second 

s t r a igh t month. Over the p a s t year , employment has r i s e n by 2. 7 mi l l ion; adult 

women accounted for nea r ly 1. 2 mi l l ion of th is expansion, adult m e n for 1. 0 mil l ion, 

and t e e n a g e r s for 500, 000. 
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The data p r e sen t ed in this r e l e a s e on labor force , total 
employment and unemployment a r e der ived f rom the C u r r e n t 
Populat ion Survey, a sample survey of households conducted 
and tabulated by the Bureau of the Census for the Bureau of 
Labor S ta t i s t i c s . A desc r ip t ion of this su rvey appea r s in the 
BLS publicat ion Employment and Ea rn ings . 
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Tablo A-1: Employntont status off tho noninstitutionat population by sox and 090 

(In 

Employment tutui, age, and sex 
Dec. 
1972 

Nov. 
1973 

Dec. 
1973 

Seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1972 

Sept . 
1973 

Oct. 
1973 

Nov. 
1973 

Dec. 
1973 

Total 

Total labor force , 
Civilian labor force 

Employed 
Agriculture 
Nonagriculcural industries 

On part time for economic reasons 
Usually work full time 
Usually work part time , 

Unemployed 

Man, 20 y««ri and ova* 

Civilian labor force 
Employed 

Agriculture 
Nonagricultural Industries 

Unemployed 

Woman, 20 years and over 

Civilian labor force 
Employed 

Agriculture » 
Nonagricultural industries 

Unemployed 

Both sexes, 16-19 years 

Civilian labor force 
Employed 

Agriculture 
Nonagricultural industries 

Unemployed 

89,437 
86,997 
82,881 

3,163 
79,719 

1,990 
917 

1.073 
4,116 

48 ,921 
47 ,263 

2,464 
44,799 

1,657 

30,291 
28,980 

445 
28,535 

1,311 

7,786 
6 ,638 

253 
6,384 
1,148 

92 ,168 
89,884 
85,828 

3,419 
82,409 

2,187 
1 ,083 
1,104 
4,056 

49,802 
48 ,443 

2,536 
45,906 

1,360 

31,729 
30.280 

531 
29,749 

1,450 

8,352 
7,106 

352 
6 ,754 
1,247 

91,983 
89,701 
85,643 

3,202 
82,441 

2,350 
1,140 
1,210 
4 ,058 

49,870 
48,324 

2,420 
45,905 

1,545 

31,539 
30,168 

473 
29,695 

1,371 

8,293 
7,151 

309 
6,842 
1,142 

89,707 
87,267 
82,780 

3,650 
79,130 

2 ,181 
968 

1,213 
4,487 

49,152 
47,475 

2,664 
44,811 

1,677 

29,869 
28,357 

566 
27 .791 

1,512 

8,246 
6,948 

420 
6 ,528 
1,298 

91,694 
89,403 
85,127 

3,370 
81,757 

2,318 
1,090 
1,228 
4,276 

49,667 
48,132 

2,462 
45,670 

1,535 

31,023 
29,538 

505 
29,033 

1,485 

8,713 
7,457 

403 
7,054 
1,256 

92 ,053 
89,764 
85,695 

3 ,471 
82,224 

2 ,361 
1,098 
1,263 
4,069 

49 ,918 
48,446 

2 ,488 
45,958 

1,472 

31,033 
29,660 

530 
29,130 

1,373 

8,813 
7,589 

453 
7,136 
1,224 

92,235 
89,952 
85,688 

3,636 
82,052 

2 ,413 
1,175 
1,238 
4,264 

49,965 
48,464 

2 ,604 
45,860 

1,501 

31,154 
29,682 

545 
29,137 

1,472 

8,833 
7,542 

487 
7,055 
1 ,291 

92,303 
90 ,021 
85,586 

3,728 
81,858 

2 ,574 
1,205 
1,369 
4,435 

50,131 
48,570 

2,619 
45,951 

1,561 

31,095 
29,516 

602 
28,914 

1,579 

8,795 
7,500 

507 
6 ,993 
1,295 

Tablo A-2: Full- and part-timo status of tho civilian labor fforco by sox and ago 

(Numbers in thousands) 

employment status, sex, 
and age 

Fall time 

Total, 16 years and oven 

Men, 20 years and over: 

Vomen, 20 years and over: 

Fart time 

Total, 16 years sad over: 

Dec. 
1972 

73,595 
•70,567 

3 ,028 
4 . 1 

46,350 
44,854 

1,496 
3 .2 

23 ,583 
22,609 

974 
4 . 1 

13,402 
12,314 

1,088 
8 .1 

Dec. 
1973 

75 ,673 
72,649 

3,025 
4 .0 

47 ,270 
45 ,894 

1,376 
2 .9 

24,484 
23 ,394 

1 ,091 
4 .5 

14 ,028 
12,995 

1 ,033 
7.4 

Seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1972 

74,715 
71,224 

3 ,491 
4 .7 

46,630 
45,095 

1,535 
3 . 3 

23,390 
22,268 

1,122 
4 .8 

12,705 
11,640 

1,065 
8.4 

Aug. 
1973 

75,821 
72,637 

3,184 
4 .2 

47 ,183 
45,798 

1,385 
2 .9 

24 ,251 
23,082 

1,169 
4 . 8 

12,824 
11,755 

1,069 
8 .3 

Sept . 
1973 

76,056 
72,837 

3,219 
4 .2 

47,233 
45,889 

1,344 
2 .8 

24,107 
22,958 

1,149 
4 .8 

13,519 
12,447 

1,072 
7.9 

Oct. 
1973 

76,649 
73,576 

3,073 
4.0 

47,435 
46,116 

1,319 
2 . 8 

24 ,232 
23,165 

1,067 
4 .4 

13,214 
12,259 

960 
7 .3 

Nov. 1 
1973 

76,863 
73.496 1 

3,367 
4 .4 

47,456 
46,085 

1,371 
2 .9 

24,395 
23,205 

1,190 
4.9 

13,220 
12 ,273 

947 
7.2 

Dec. 
1973 

76,910 
73,405 

3,505 
4 .6 

47,584 
46 ,171 

1,413 
3 .0 

24,306 
23 ,048 

1,258 
5 .2 

13,456 
12,282 

1,174 
8 .7 

NOTE: Persons on part-time schedules for economic reasons ore included in the full-time employed category; unemployed persons are allocated by whether seeking full- or 
part-time work. 
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Table A-3: Major unemployment indicators 

(Seasonally adjusted) 

Selected categories 

Number of persons 
(In thousands) 

Dec. 
1972 

Dec. 
1973 

Dec. 
1972 

Aug. 
1973 

4 .8 
3 . 1 
4 . 9 

14 .3 

4 . 2 
8.7 

2 . 8 
2 . 1 
4 .2 
8 .3 

.9 
2 .7 
5 .2 

3 .0 
2 . 3 
1.2 
3.9 
4 .2 
5 .2 
3 . 8 
5 .5 
8.2 
5 .5 
2 .6 

4 .7 
8.2 
4 . 1 
3.6 
4 . 8 
3 . 1 
6 .0 
4 .1 
2 .7 
7.6 

Sept . 
1973 

4 . 8 
3 .1 
4 .8 

14 .4 

4 .2 
9 .4 

2 .7 
2 . 1 
4 .2 
7.9 

.9 
2 .7 
5 .1 

2 .9 
2 . 3 
1.2 
3 .6 
4.2 
5 . 1 
3 .7 
5 .2 
8 .1 
5 .8 
2 .4 

4 .8 
9.9 
4.2 
4 . 1 
4 .4 
2 .9 
5 .6 
3 .9 
3.0 
5 .8 

Oct. 
1973 

Nov. 
1973_ 

Dec. 
1?73 

Total (all civilian workers) 
Men, 20 years and over 
Women, 20 years and over.. 
Both sexes, 16-19 years,. . . 

White 
Negro and other races . 

Household heads 
Married men . 
Full-time workers 
Part-time workers , 
Unemployed 15 weeks and over1, 
State insured3 

Labor force time lost3 

Occupation4 

White-collar workers 
Professional and technical 
Managers and administrators, except farm 
Sales workers 
Clerical workers 

Blue-collar workers 
Craftsmen and kindred workers 
Operatives 
Nonfarm laborers 

Service workers 
Farm workers 

Industry4 

Nonagricultural private wage and salary workers* . . . 
Construction 
Manufacturing 

Durable goods 
Nondurable goods 

Transportation and public utilities 
Wholesale and retail trade 
Finance and service industries 

Government workers 
Agricultural wage and salary workers 

4,487 
1.677 
1,512 
1,298 

3,542 
938 

1,471 
945 

3,491 
1.065 
1,001 
1,681 

1,350 
310 
141 
240 
659 

1,706 
437 
854 
415 
732 
78 

3,286 
431 
926 
475 
451 
125 
947 
842 
413 

89 

4,435 
1,561 
1,579 
1,295 

3,540 
901 

1,503 
887 

3,505 
1,174 

760 
1,707 

1,368 
307 
129 
264 
668 

1,655 
376 
873 
406 
765 

77 

,334 
385 
942 
489 
453 
149 
983 
852 
349 

91 

5 . 1 
3 .4 
5 . 1 

15 .7 

4. 
9. 

2. 
2, 
4. 
8. 
1. 
3 .1 
5 . 3 

3 . 3 
2 .6 
1.7 
4 . 3 
4 . 4 
5 .6 
3 .9 
5 .8 
8 .8 
6.2 
2 . 3 

5 .2 
9 .8 
4 .4 
3 .9 
5 .2 
2 .7 
6 . 1 
4,9 
3.0 
6 .4 

4 .5 
2.9 
4.4 

13.9 

4 . 1 
8 .3 

2 .7 
2 . 1 
4.0 
7 .3 

.9 
2 .7 
5 .0 

2 .7 
2 . 2 
1.5 
3 . 1 
3.6 
5 . 1 
3 .6 
5 . 3 
8.0 
5 . 1 
2 . 3 

. 4 . 5 
9 . 1 
3.7 
3.6 
3.9 

4 .7 
3 .0 
4.7 

14.6 

4 . 2 
9 .1 

2 .9 
2 .2 
4 .4 
7.2 
1.0 
2.7 
5 .2 

2 .7 
2 .0 
1.3 
3 .3 
3.9 
5.5 
4 .0 
5 .6 
8 .8 
6.0 
2.7 

4 .9 
9 .6 

4 .4 
2 .6 
8 .2 

4 .9 
3 . 1 
5 . 1 

14 .7 

4.4 
8.7 

2 .9 
2 . 2 
4.6 
8.7 

. 8 
2 .8 
5 .4 

3.2 
2 .5 
1.4 
4.9 
4 .3 
5 . 2 
3 .2 
5 . 8 
8.4 
6 .3 
2 . 3 

5 . 1 
8.4 
4 .3 
3 .8 
5 . 1 
3 .1 
6 .3 
4.7 
2 .5 
6 . 1 

1 Unemployment rate calculated as a percent of civilian labor force. 
1 Insured unemployment under State programs-unemployment rate calculated as a percent of average covered emptoyment. As with the other statistics presented, insured unemployment data 

relate to the week containing the 12th. 
1 Man-hours lost by the unemployed and persons on part time for economic reasons as a percent of potentially available labor force man-hours. 
4 Unemployment by occupation includes all experienced unemployed persons, whereas that by industry covers only unemployed wage and salary workers. 

* Includes mining, not shown separately. 

Table A-4: Unemployed persons 16 years and over by duration of unemployment 

(Numbers in thousands) 

Duration of unemployment Dec. 
1972 

1,795 
1,459 

862 
473 
389 

11.7 

Dec. 
1973 

2,097 
1,307 

654 
372 
282 

9 .6 

Seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1972 

2,026 
1,444 
1,001 

530 
471 

11.4 

Aug. 
1973 

2,240 
1,205 

796 
457 
339 

10.0 

Sept . 
1973 

2,167 
1,351 

778 
489 
289 

9 .4 

Oct. 
1973 

1,960 
1,303 

776 
439 
337 

10.4 

Nov. 
1973 

2,238 
1,220 

855 
490 
365 

J1 0-1 . 

Dec. 
1973 

2,369 
1,295 

76p 
418 
342 

9^4 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Table A-5: Unemployed persons by reason for unemployment 

(Numbers in thousands) 

Reason for unemployment Dec. 
1972 

Dec. 
1973 

Seasonally adjusted 

Dec. 
1972 

Aug. 
1973 

Sept . 
197?. 

Oct. 
1973 

Nov. 
1973 

Dec. 
1973 

Number of u m ployed 

Lost last job . , 
Left last job , 
Reentered labor force 
Never worked before 

Percent dittributioo 

Total unemployed * 
Lost last job 
Left last job 
Reentered labor force 
Never worked before 

Unemployed at a percent of the 
civilian lobar force 

Lost last job < 
Left last job 
Reentered labor force. 
Never worked before . . , , 

1,897 
581 

1,129 
509 

100.0 
46.1 
14.1 
27.4 
12.4 

2.2 
.7 

1.3 
.6 

1,818 
695 

1,069 
476 

2.0 
.8 

1.2 
.5 

1,846 
'672 

1,322 
629 

.00.0 
4 4 . 8 
1 7 . 1 
2 6 . 3 
11 .7 

100.0 
4 1 . 3 
15 .0 
29.6 
1 4 . 1 

2.1 
.8 

1.5 
.7 

1,609 
631 

1,381 
597 

100.0 
38.1 
15.0 
32.7 
14.2 

1.8 
.7 

1.6 
.7 

1,659 
666 

1,308 
637 

100.0 
38.9 
15.6 
30.6 
14.9 

1.9 
.7 

1.5 
.7 

1,467 
671 

1,236 
604 

100.0 
36.9 
16.9 

. 31.1 
15.2 

1.6 
.7 

1.4 
.7 

1,700 
813 

1,215 
572 

100.0 
39.5 
18.9 
28.3 
13.3 

1.9 
.9 

1.4 
.6 

1,770 
805 

1,253 
589 

100.0 
40.1 
18.2 
28.4 
13.3 

2.0 
.9 

1.4 
.7 

Table A-6: Unemployed persons by age and sex 

Age and sex 

Thousands 

Dec. 
1972 

4,116 

1,148 
545 
603 
898 

2,070 
1,645 

425 

2 ,328 

671 
330 
342 
523 

1,134 
851 
283 

1,788 

477 
215 
262 
375 
936 
793 
142 

of persons 

Dec. 
1973 

4,058 

1,142 
552 
590 
859 

2,057 
1,696 

361 

2,191 

'J 645 
324 
322 
466 

1,079 
852 
227 

1,868 

497 
228 
268 
393 
978 
844 
134 

Percent 
looking for 

fullrtime 
work 

Bfe 
74.5 

48.9 
26 .8 
69 .7 
86.0 
84.0 
86.0 
74.5 

77 .4 

49 .6 
2 9 . 3 
69 .9 
86 .9 
89 .8 
93 .7 
75 .3 

71 .1 

47 .9 
23 .2 
6 9 . 0 
85 .0 
77 .4 
78.2 
73 .7 

Seasonally adjusted unemployment rates 

Dec. 
1972 

5 . 1 

15 .7 
17 .5 
14.4 

8 .7 
3 .2 
3 . 4 
3 .0 

4 .4 

15 .4 
17 .4 
13 .7 

8.2 
2 .7 
2 .6 
3 .0 

6 . 3 

16 .2 
17.6 
15 .4 

9 . 2 
4 .2 
4.6 
3 .0 

Aug. 
1973 

4 . 8 

1 4 . 3 
, 1 6 . 5 

12 .7 
7.9 
3 .0 
3 . 1 
2 . 8 

4 .0 

1 4 . 1 
16.2 
12.4 

7.4 
2 . 4 
2 .4 
2 .6 

5 .9 

14.5 
16 .7 
1 3 . 1 

8.6 
4 .0 
4 . 3 
3 .2 

Sept . 
1973 

4 .8 

14 .4 
16 .9 
1 2 . 8 

7.9 
2.9 
3 .0 
2.6 

3 .9 

13 .7 
15 .2 
12 .8 

7.0 
2 .4 
2 . 3 
2 . 8 

6 .0 

1 5 . 3 
19 .0 
12 .8 

8.9 
3 . 8 
4 . 1 
2 . 4 

Oct. 
197^ 

4 .5 

13 .9 
1 6 . 3 i 
12 .0 

6 .6 
2 .9 
2 .9 
2 .7 

3.9 

13.2 
1 5 . 8 
11.0 

6 . 1 
2 .4 
2 . 2 
2 . 8 

5 .6 

14 .7 
1 7 . 1 
1 3 . 1 

7 .3 
3 .7 
4 . 0 
2 . 4 

Nov. 
1973 
4.7 1 

14.6 
1 7 . 3 
12 .8 

7.0 
3 .0 
3 . 1 
2-7 

4 .0 

14 .7 
17.6 
12.5 

6 .7 
2 . 4 
2 . 3 
2 . 8 

5 . 8 

14 .6 
17.0 
1 3 . 1 

7 . 4 
4 . 1 
4 .5 
2 .7 

1973 
4 .9 

14 .7 
16.6 
13 .4 

7.9 * 
3 .1 
3 .4 
2 .6 

4 .1 

13.9 
1 6 . 3 
12 .1 

6 .9 
2 .5 
2 .6 
2 .5 

6 .3 

15 .7 
16 .9 
14.9 
9 . 2 
4 .2 
4 .7 
2 .9 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 

A-7 Employment status of male Vietnam Era veterans and nonveterans 20 to 34 years of age 

Wumbtfi in thowmdil 

Employment statu* 

VETERANS' 

Total, 20 to 34 years 

20 to 24 year* 

25 to 29 years 

30 to 34 ytars 

NONVETERANS 

Total, 20 to 34 years 

20 to 24 years 

25 to 29 ytars 

30 to 34 years 

Dec. 
1972 

5,473 
5,124 
4 ,864 

260 
5 .1 

1,837 
1,682 
1,535 

147 
8 .7 

2,811 
2,648 
2 ,564 

84 
3 . 2 

825 
794 
765 

29 
3 .7 

13,804 
12,223 
11,593 

630 
5 . 2 

6,289 
5,075 
4,698 

377 
7 . 4 

4 ,038 
3 ,804 
3,645 

159 
4 . 2 

3,477 
3 ,344 
3 ,250 

94 
2 .8 

Nov. 
1973 

5,865 
5,511 
5,318 

193 
3 . 5 

1,546 
1,375 
1,279 

96 
7 . 0 

3 ,173 
3,018 
2,949 

69 
2 .3 

1,146 
1,118 
1,090 

28 
2 .5 

14,701 
13,234 
12,674 

560 
4 . 2 

6 ,861 
5 ,745 
5 ,394 

351 
6 .1 

4 ,168 
3 ,945 
3 ,803 

142 
3 .6 

3 ,672 
3 ,544 
3 ,477 

67 
1.9 

Dec. 
1973 

5,900 
5,578 
5,357 

221 
4 . 0 

1,517 
1,368 
1,267 

101 
7 . 4 

3 ,208 
3,060 
2,973 

87 
2 .8 

1,175 
1,150 
1,117 

33 
2 .9 

14,814 
13,337 
12,723 

614 
4 .6 

6,929 
5,804 
5 ,439 

365 
6 .3 

4 ,193 
3 ,976 
3 ,803 

173 
4 . 4 

, 
3 ,692 
3,557 
3 ,481 

76 
2 .1 

Seasonally adjusted 

uec . 
1972 

5,473 
5,119 
4,836 

283 
5 .5 

1,837 
1,673 
1,524 

149 
8 . 9 

2,811 
2,665 
2,563 

102 
3 .8 

825 
781 
749 

32 
4 .1 

13,804 
12 ,354 
11,693 

661 
5 . 4 

6,289 
5,231 
4 ,808 

423 
8 . 1 

4 ,038 
3,778 
3 ,631 

147 
3 . 9 

3 ,477 
3 ,345 
3 ,254 

91 

LH 

Aug. 
1973 

5,755 
5,394 
5,109 

285 
5 .3 

1,626 
1,458 
1,311 

147 
10 .1 

3,069 
2,918 
2,799 

119 
4 .1 

1,060 
1,018 

999 
19 

1.9 

14,486 
12,948 
12,299 

649 
5 .0 

6,718 
5,521 ! 
5,137 

384 
7 . 0 

A,135 
3,923 
3 ,742 

181 
4 . 6 

3,633 
3,504 
3,420 

84 zA 

1 Sept . 
1973 

5,795 
5,418 
5,139 

279 
5.1 

1,602 
1,430 
1,321 

109 
7 .6 

3,104 
2,911 
2,786 

125 
4 . 3 

1,089 
1,077 
1,032 

45 
4 . 2 

14,559 
13 ,041 
12 ,434 

607 
4 .7 

6 ,770 
5,599 
5,233 

366 
6 .5 

4 ,144 
3 ,938 
3 ,774 

164 
4 . 2 

3 ,645 
3 ,504 
3,427 

77 
2 .2 

Oct. 
1973 

5,833 
5,515 
.5,277 

238 
4 .3 

1,577 
1,444 
1,329 

115 
8 . 0 

3 ,139 
2,976 
2,882 

94 
3 . 2 

1,117 
1,095 
1,066 

29 
2 .6 

14,626 
13,246 
12,698 

548 
4 .1 

6 ,812 
5,770 
5,443 

327 
5 .7 

4 ,155 
3,949 
3,799 

150 
3 .8 

3 ,659 
3,527 
3,456 

71 
2 .0 

Nov. 
1973 

5,865 
5,506 
5,306 

200 
3 .6 

1,546 
1,376 
1,279 

97 
7 .0 

3,173 
3,027 
2,952 

75 
2 .5 

1,146 
1,103 
1,075 

28 
2 .5 

14,701 
13,372 
12,742 

630 
4 .7 

6,861 
5,892 
5,498 

394 
6 .7 

4,168 
3,946 
3,777 

169 
4 . 3 

3 ,672 
3,534 

• 3,467 
67 

1.9 

Dec. 
1973 

5,900 
5,568 
5,324 

244 
4 .4 

1,517 
1,361 
1,258 

103 
7 .6 

3,208 
3,078 
2,973 

105 
3 . 4 

1.175 
1,129 
1,093 

36 
3 . 2 

14,814 
13,483 
12,839 

644 
4 .8 

6,929 
5,977 
5.567 

410 
6 .9 

4 ,193 
3,948 
3,788 

160 
4 . 1 

3 ,692 
3,558 
3 ,484 

74 
2 .1 

1 Vietnam Era veterans are those who served after August 4, 1964. At present, of the Vietnam Era veterans of all ages, 91 per­

cent are 20 to 34 years of age. 
2 Since seasonal variations are not present in the population figures, identical numbers appear in the unadjusted and seasonally 

adjusted columns. 
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Table A - 8 . Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population 16 years and over, 

by sex, age, and color, seasonally adjusted quarterly averages 

(Numbers in thousands) 

Characteristic 
1971 1972 

4th 

Total 

Civilian noninstitutional population* . 
Civilian labor force 

As percent of population 
Employment. 

As percent of population 
Unemployment 

Unemployment rate3 

Males, 20 yean and over 

Civilian noninstitutional population'.. 
Civilian labor force 

As percent of population 
Employment 

As percent of population 
Unemployment 

Unemployment rate* 

Females, 20 years and over 

Civilian noninstitutional population' 
Civilian labor force 

As percent of population 
Employment 

As percent of population 
Unemployment 

Unemployment rate1 

Both sexes, 16-19 yean 

Civilian noninstitutional population' 
Civilian tabor force 

As percent of population 
Employment 

As percent of population 
Unemployment 

Unemployment rate2 

White 

Civilian noninstitutional population' 
Civilian labor force 

As percent of population 
Employment 

As percent of population 
Unemployment 

Unemployment rate3 

Negro and other races 

Civilian noninstitutional population' 
Civilian labor force 

As percent of population 
Employment V; 

As percent of population 
Unemployment 

Unemployment rata3 

140,830 
84,974 

60.3 
79,922 

S6.8 
5,052 

5.9 

58,805 
48,163 

81 .9 
46,063 

78.3 
2,100 

4 .4 

66,894 
29,170 

43.6 
27,514 

41.1 
1,656 

5.7 

15,130 
7,641 

50 .5 
6,345 

4 1 . 9 
1,296 

17 .0 

125,341 
75,603 

60.3 
71,497 

57.0 
4,106 

5 .4 

15,489 
9,385 

60.6 
8,435 

54.5 
950 

10.1 

142,344 
85,809 

60.3 
80,797 

56.8 
5,012 

5.8 

59,330 
48 ,400 

81 .6 
46,393 

78.2 
2,007 

4 .1 

67,676 
29,432 

43 .5 
27,847 

41.1 
1,585 

5 .4 

15,337 
7,977 

52 .0 
6,557 

42 .8 
1,420 

17 .8 

126,534 
'76 ,303 

60.3 
72,301 

57.1 
4 ,002 

5 .2 

15,810 
9,488 

6 0 . 0 
8 ,480 

53 .6 
1,008 

10 .6 

143,006 
86,391 

6 0 . 4 
81,474 

5 7 . 0 
4,917 

5.7 

59,662 
48,714 

81 .6 
46,707 

78.3 
2,007 

4 .1 

67,932 
29,665 

43 .7 
28,019 

41 .2 
1,646 

5 .5 

15,413 

8,012 
52.0 

6,748 
4 3 . 8 

1,264 
15 .8 

127,091 
76,783 

60.4 
72,788 

57.3 
3,995 

5.2 

15,915 
9,546 
60.0 

8,630 
54.2 

916 
9.6 

143,674 
86,867 

60.5 
82,033 

57.1 
4,834 

5.6 

59,953 
48,994 

81.7 
47,102 

78.6 
1,892 

3 . 9 

68,232 
29,907 

43.8 
28,249 

4 1 . 4 
1,658 

5 .5 

15,489 
7 ,966 

5 1 . 4 
6,682 

43 .1 
1,284 

16.1 

127,650 
77,274 

60.5 
73,395 

57 .5 
3,879 

5.0 

16,025 
9,597 
59.9 

8,648 
5 4 . 0 

949 
9 .9 

144,281 
87,175 

60 .4 
82,567 

57.2 
4,608 

5.3 

60,212 
49,120 

81.6 
•47,337 

78.6 
1,783 

3 . 6 

68,529 
29,859 

43.6 
28,310 

41.3 
1,549 

5 .2 

15,539 
8,196 

52.7 
6,920 

44.5 
1,276 

15.6 

128,160 
77 ,514 

60.5 
73,855 

57 .6 
3 ,659 

4 .7 

16,122 
9,686 

60.1 
8,726 

54.1 
960 
9.9 

144,942 
87,586 

60 .4 
83,190 

57 .4 
4 ,396 

5 .0 

60,518 
49,162 

81.2 
47,507 

78.5 
1,655 

3 . 4 

68,816 
30,117 

43.8 
28,602 

41 .6 
1,514 

5 .0 

15 ,609 
8,308 

53 .2 
7,081 

4 5 . 4 
1,226 

14 .8 

128,621 
77,830 

60.5 
74 ,309 

57 .8 
3 ,520 

4 .5 

16,321 
9,822 

60.2 
8,941 

54.8 
881 
9.0 

145,606 
88,562 

60.8 
84,205 

57 .8 
4,357 

4 . 9 

60,797 
49,390 

81.2 
47,734 

78.5 
1,655 

3 . 4 

69,095 
30,659 

4 4 . 4 
29,209 

42 .3 
1,450 

4 .7 

15,715 
8,514 

54.2 
7 ,262 

46 .2 
1,252 

14.7 

128,986 
78,582 

60.9 
75,122 

58.2 
3,461 

4.4 

16,620 
9,957 

5 9 . 9 
9,062 

54.5 
895 
9 .0 

146,266 
88,955 

60.8 
84,725 

57 .9 
4 ,230 

4 .8 

61,078 
49,614 

81.2 
48,084 

78.7 
1,530 

3 . 1 

69,392 
31,011 

44.7 
29,508 

42.5 
1,503 

4 .8 

15,796 
8,330 

52.7 
7 ,134 

45.2 
1,197 

14 .4 

129,538 
78,857 

60 .9 
75,558 

58.3 
3,299 

4.2 

16,728 
10,122 

60.5 
9,197 

55 .0 
925 
9.1 

146,931 
89,912 

61.2 
85,656 

58.3 
4,256 

4.7 

61,380 
50,005 

81.5 
48,493 

79 .0 
1,511 

3 . 0 

69,694 
31 ,094 

44 .6 
29,619 

42.5 
1,475 

4 .7 

15,856 
8,814 

55.6 
7 ,544 

47 .6 
1,270 

14 .4 

130,064 
79,732 

61.3 
76 ,354 

58.7 
3,379 

4.2 

16,866 
10,230 

60.7 
9,338 
55.4 

892 
• 8.7 

1 Because seasonality, by definition, does not exist in population figures, these figures are not seasonally adjusted. 
3 Unemployment as a percent of civilian labor force. 

NOTE: In making quarter-to-quarter comparisons in terms of civilian labor force or employment levels, one should take into account the effect of 1970 Census population adjustments introduced 
in January 1972 and in March 1973. The first of these adjustment* had the effect of increasing the total and white civilian labor force and employment levels for the first quarter of 1972 by about 
300,000 (in comparison with prior quarters). The second adjustment had its primary impact upon, population, labor force, and employment of the white and Negro and other races groups. 
For example, the white labor force and employment levels were lowered by about 50,000 in the first quarter of 1973 and 100,000 in the second quarter and the Negro and other races labor force and 
employment levels were increased by about 70,000 In the first quarter and 140,000 in the second quarter (compared with prior quarters). 
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Table A-9 . Persons 16 years and over not in labor force, by whether they want jobs, current activity, 

and reasons for not seeking work, seasonally adjusted quarterly averages 

(Numbers in thousand!) 

Characteristic 
1971 1972 

3rd 

1973 

2nd 3rd 

Total 

Total not in labor force 

Do not want job now 

Current activity: Going to school 
III, disabled 
Keeping house 
Retired 
Other 

Want a job now 
Reason not looking: School attendance . . . 

Ill health, disability . . 
Home responsibilities. 
Think cannot get job . 

Job-market factors 
Personal factors... 

Other reasons 

Male 

Total not in labor force 

Do not want job now 

Want a job now 
Reason not looking: School attendance . . . 

Ill health, disability . . 
Think cannot get job . 
Other reasons1 . . . . . . 

Total not in labor force 

Do not want job now 

Want a job now 
Reason not looking: School attendance . . , 

III health, disability . . 
Home responsibilities, 
Think cannot get job . 
Other reasons 

Whit* 

Total not in labor force 

Do not want job now 

Want a job now 
Reason not looking: School attendance . . . 

Ill health, disability . . 
Home responsibilities. 
Think cannot get job. 
Other reasons 

Negro and other race* 

Total not in labor force 

Do not want job now 

Want a job now 
Reason not looking: School attendance . . , 

III health, disability . . 
Home responsibilities. 
Think cannot get job, 
Other reasons 

56,067 

51,684 
6,419 
4,178 
32,195 
6,382 
2,369 

4,384 
1,248 
582 

1,043 
824 
573 
239 
784 

13,916 

12,556 

1,365 
639 
267 
234 
234 

42,146 

39,128 

3,019 
592 
326 

1,015 
552 
584 

49,945 

46,547 

3,399 
968 
414 
767 
585 
691 

6 ,108 

5,116 

1,002 
253 
150 
254 
219 
117 

56,434 

52,017 
6,311 
4,200 

32,433 
6,592 
2,621 

4,406 
1,257 
556 

1,021 
770 
597 
214 
735 

14,045 

12,706 

1,369 
640 
244 
254 
202 

42,384 

39,311 

3,037 
613 
311 

1,009 
529 
551 

50,170 

46,715 

3,429 
997 
388 
785 
594 
643 

6,284 

5,336 

961 
253 
155 
256 
251 
116 

56,605 

52,234 
5,944 
4,189 
32,333 
6,726 
2,738 

4,349 
1,105 
595 

1,108 
808 
559 
226 
809 

14,192 

12,892 

1,244 
581 
281 
266 
234 

42,399 

39,342 

3,105 
532 
318 

1,087 
581 
572 

50,220 

46,799 

3,429 
888 
453 
837 
641 
689 

6 ,361 

5,380 

990 
225 
194 
282 
186 
136 

56,787 

52,460 
6,630 
4,346 

32,390 
6,744 
2 ,503 

4 ,373 
1,076 

651 
1,145 

717 
493 
218 
702 

14,237 

12,938 

1,318 
584 
269 
195 
236 

42,590 

39,522 

3,055 
519 
373 

1,111 
519 
515 

50,355 

47,007 

3,379 
893 
457 
832 
540 
635 

6 ,453 

5 ,433 

1,002 
279 
185 
311 
163 
110 

57,314 

52,667 
6,336 
4,529 

. 32,380 
6,700 
2 ,828 

,639 
,269 
736 
,117 
772 
516 
242 
847 

14,307 

12,932 

1,374 
625 
297 
242 
231 

42,999 

39,735 

3,265 
626 
463 

1,092 
500 
645 

50,862 

47*336 

3,517 
960 
514 
818 
543 
697 

6,438 

5,305 

1,147 
281 
191 
280 
188 
183 

57,519 

53,202 
6,357 
4 ,206 

32,752 
7,176 
3,074 

4 ,291 
1,237 

542 
903 
615 
444 
203 
976 

14,604 

13,240 

1,395 
705 
234 
220 
224 

42,899 

39,962 

2,896 
532 
314 
887 
400 
774 

51,059 

47,571 

3,442 
934 
423 
788 
465 
852 

6,498 

5,678 

849 
300 
118 
150 
202 
144 

57,045 

52,169 
5,535 
4,480 

31,804 
7,346 
2,850 

4 ,837 
1,267 

625 
1,163 

789 
612 
168 
971 

14,556 

12,986 

1,484 
654 
350 
275 
269 

42,488 

39,183 

3,353 
626 
300 

1,143 
545 
693 

50,352 

46,583 

3,775 
988 
576 

- 922 
550 
814 

6 , 6 7 1 

5,474 

1,076 
314 
136 
259 
262 
146 

57,281 

52,577 
6,482 
4,861c 
31,797 
7,252c 
2,578 

4,404 
1,072 
623 

1,151 
631 
440 
187 
826 

14,673 

13,367 

1,332 
599 
282 
195 
253 

42,652 

39,579c 

3,072 
497 
332 

1,122 
435 
629 

50,640 

47,424 

3,272 
813 
419 
854 
449 
665 

6,639 

5 ,449c 

1,158c 
369 c 
197 
297 
166 
198 

1 Includes small number of men not looking for work because of home responsibilities. 
c-corrected. 
NOTES: Detail may not add to totals due to independent seasonal adjustment. 
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LABOR FORCE, EMPLOYMENT, UNEMPLOYMENT 
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 

1 . LABOR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT 2 - TOTAL EMPLOYMENT 
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4 . UNEMPLOYMENT 
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UNEMPLOYMENT KHTES 
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
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7. UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 8. UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
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