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THE E M P L O Y M E N T  S ITU A T IO N :  OCTOBER 1972

Employment  continued to r ise  in October, whi le unemployment remained unchanged, 

the U. S. Department of Labor ' s Bureau of Labor  Stat ist ics reported  today. The October 

job less  rate, at: 5. 5 percent, was at about the same level  as in the previous -1 months, 

fo l lowing a decl ine f r om  a level  of around 6 percent last year  and ea r l y  this y ea r .

Total  employment  increased by 260, 000 in October (seasona l ly  adjusted), continuing 

the steady r ise  that began in 1971. Nonfarm payrol l  employment, a lso rose substantial ly 

between September and October.

. Unemployment

A f t e r  seasonal adjustment, both the le v e l  and rate of unemployment remained 

unchanged between September and October, at 4. 8 mil l ion  and 5. 5 percent, respec t i ve ly .  

The actual number of job less  persons moved down 200, 000 ( to 4. 5 mil l ion)  , but this 

decline was in line with the usual movement  between these two months.

Unemployment  rates for  most  of the majo r  demographic groups showed li ttle or 

no change over  the month. Speci f ical ly ,  the job less  rates for  adult men (3. 9 percent ) ,  

adult women (5. 5 percent ) , whites (5. 0 percent) , N eg ro e s  (10. 1 percent)  , household 

heads (3. 4 percent)  , and m a r r i ed  men (2. 8 percent ) w e r e  essent ia l ly  the same as in 

September.  The rate for  teenagers,  however,  decl ined f r o m  1 6. 5 to 15. 3 percent.  

Compared  with a year ago, unemployment rates w e r e  down moderate ly  fo r  adult men, 

m ar r i e d  men, teenagers,  and white workers ,  while rates remained at about the same 

leve ls  for  household heads, adult women, and Negroes .

Jobless rates w ere  also basica l ly  unchanged between September and October for  

most  other majo r  labor f o rc e  ca tegor ies ,  including fu l l - t ime  workers ,  pa r t - t ime  

workers ,  State insured workers ,  white -  and b lue-co l la r  workers ,  and w o rk e r s  in 

near ly  e v e r y  majo r  industry group. There  w ere  two except ions to this pattern: the

rate for  w orke rs  in se rv ice  occupations dropped back to the August level ,  and the rate 

fo r  w o rk e r s  in the construct ion industry rose  f r o m  9. 2 to 10. 6 percent.  The rate for  

fa c tory  w orke rs  was about unchanged, at 5. 0 percent,  but has fa l len  we l l  below its 

1971 average  of 6. 8 percent, l a r g e l y  because of a decl ine in unemployment in durable 

goods manufacturing.
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The average  (mean)  durat ion of unemployment was 11. 6 weeks in October 

( seasona l l y  adjusted) , down f r om  1 2. 2 weeks in September.

Although the o v e ra l l  l eve l  of job lessness  remained  stable in October, there was a 

1 80, 000 reduct ion (s easona l ly  adjusted) in the number of unemployed w o rk e r s  who had 

lost  their  last  job. This brought the j o b - l o s e r  total down to a l e v e l  of 1. 9 mil l ion,  the 

lowest  in over  2 years.  Compared  with a year  ago, unemployment of job l o s e rs  has 

declined by 260, 000, this being par t ia l ly  of fse t  by an inc rease  among persons who quit

Table A. Highlights of the employment situation (seasonally adjusted data)

Selected categories 0c t . 
1972

1--------------

S e p t .
1972

Aug .
1972

—
Q t r . 
1972

2nd
Q t r .
1972

Is  t
Q t r .
1972

4 th
Q t r .
1971

3rd
Q t r .
1971

(Millions of persons)

Civilian labor force1............................. 8 7 .3 8 7 .0 8 6 .9 86 .8 8 6 .4 8 5 .9 8 5 . 0 84 .2

Total employment1......................... 8 2 .5 82 .2 8 2 . 0 8 2 .0 8 1 .4 80 .8 8 0 . 0 79 .2

Adult men . . ................................ 4 7 . 3 4 7 .2 4 7 .1 4 7 .1 4 6 .7 4 6 .4 4 6 . 1 4 5 . 9
Adult women............................. 2 8 .3 2 8 .3 28 .3 28 .2 2 7 .9 27 .9 2 7 .5 2 7 .1
Teenagers.................................... 6 .9 6 .7 6 .6 6 .6 6 .8 6 .6 6 . 3 6 .2

Unemployment................................ 4 . 8 4 . 8 4 . 9 4 .8 5 .0 5 .0 5 . 0 5 .0

(Percent of labor force)

Unemployment rates:
All workers...................................... 5 .5 5 .5 5 .6 5 .6 5 .7 5 .8 5 .9 6 . 0
Adult men......................................... 3 .9 3 .8 3 .9 3 .9 4 . 2 4 . 1 4 . 3 4 . 4
Adult women.................................... 5 .5 5 .4 5 .5 5 .6 5 .6 5 .3 5 .7 5 .7
Teenagers......................................... 15.3 16 .5 16 .9 16. 1 15 .8 18.2 16 .9 16 .8
White ............................................... 5 .0 5 .0 5 .1 5 .0 5 .3 5 .3 5 .4 5 .5
Negro and other races.................... 10.1 10.2 9 .7 9 .9 9 .9 10 .6 10.1 10 .1
Household heads............................. 3 .4 3 .3 3 .3 3 .3 3 .5 3 .4 3 .6 3 .7
Married m en .................................... 2 .8 2 .8 2 . 6 2 .7 2 . 9 2 . 9 3 .2 3 .2
Full-time workers........................... 5 .0 5 .0 5 .1 5 .1 5 .3 5 .4 5 .6 5 .5
State insured2. .................................. 3 .3 3 .4 3 .4 3 .5 3 .6 3 .5 4 . 2 4 . 2

(Weeks)

Average duration of
unemployment .................................. 11 .6 12.2 12 .1 12 .0 12 .8 12.2 11 .9 11 .7

(Millions of persons)

Nonfarm payroll employment........... 7 3 . 5 p 7 3 . 2 p 7 3 .0 7 2 . 3 p 7 2 .5 71 .8 7 1 .1 /0 .6
Goods-producing industries ......... 2 3 . 3 P 2 3 . 2 p 2 3 .1 23 . l p 2 3 .0 22 .7 2 2 .6 2 2 .5
Service-producing industries......... 5 0 . 2 P 50.  l p 5 0 .0 4 9 . 9 P 4 9 . 5 4 9 . 0 4 8 . 5 4 8 .2

(Hours of work)

Average weekly hours:
Total private nonfarm.................... 3 7 . 3 p 3 7 . 3p 37 .2 3 7 . 2 p 37 .1 3 7 .1 3 7 .1 3 6 .9
Manufacturing.................................. 4 0 . 7 p 4 0 . 7 p 4 0 . 6 4 0 . 6 p 4 0 .7 4 0 .3 4 0 . 1 3 9 .8
Manufacturing overtime................ 3 . 5 P 3 . 6p 3 .5 3 . 5p 3 .4 3 .1 3 . 0 2 . 9

(1967== 100)
Hourly Earnings Index, private
nonfarm:

In current dollars ........................... 1 4 0 . 2 P 1 3 9 .2p 138.3 1 3 8 .4 p 136.8 135 .0 132 .4 130 .8
In constant dollars........................... NA 1 1 0 . 3p 110 .1 1 1 0 . l p 109.8 109 .0 107 .9 107 .2

1 Civilian labor force and total em ploym ent figures for periods 2 For calculation of this rate, see table A-3, footnote 2 .
prior to January 1972 should be raised by about 30 0 ,000  to be com- p= prelim inary.

parable with subsequent data. See box above table A-1. S O U R C E : Tables A-1, A-3, A-4, B-1. B-2, and B-4.
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their  last  job and began looking for  another one. Job lo s e rs  now com pr ise  41 percent  

of the total unemployed, down f r o m  45 percent last  October.

C iv i l ian  Labor  F o rce  and .T o ta l Employment

Total, employment  rose  m ore  than seasonal ly  expected between September and 

October and, af ter  seasonal  adjustment, was up by 260, 000 to 82. 5 mil l ion.  This 

in c rease  occurred  among fu l l - t ime  jobholders,  whose employment  l eve l  advanced by 

600, 000 over  the month, whi le par t- t ime employment  declined. This situation was in 

marked  contrast  to developments over  the previous severa l  months when employment  

gains had been concentrated among par t - t ime  workers .

Since last  October, total employment  has increased  by over  2. 3 m il l ion  (a f t er  

e l iminat ing  the ef fe c ts  of the 1970 Census population control  adjustment introduced in 

January 1972) . Adult men accounted for  a lmost  1. 1 m i l l ion  of this increase ,  adult 

women fo r  700, 000, and teenagers for  m ore  than 500, 000.

The c i v i l ian  labor  f o rc e  g r ew  to 87. 3 m i l l ion  in October ( seasona l ly  adjusted) , 

r e f l e c t ing  the over - the-month  r i se  in the number of persons  holding jobs. The labor 

f o r c e  has increased  by 800, 000 persons during the past 3 months, compared  to only 

about 200, 000 during the preced ing 3-month per iod  (A p r i l  to July) . Since last  October, 

the inc rease  was 2. 2 mil l ion.

V i etnam Era Veterans

The unemployment rate fo r  ve terans  20 to 29 y ea rs  of age was 6. 4 percent  

(s easona l l y  adjusted)  in October, about the same as the nonveteran rate (6. 6 percent )  . 

(See table A - 7 . )  The veterans '  job less  rate has dropped in stages throughout 1972-- 

f r o m  over  8 percent in the f i r s t  5 months to about 7-1/2 percent  f r o m  June through 

August and then to about 6-1/2 percent in September and October.

While  most  of the reduct ion in the veterans '  unemployment rate r e f l ec ts  an 

im proved  job situation, some is due to a shift in their  age composit ion.  Since ea r l y  

this year,  the number of young men leaving m i l i t a ry  se rv ice  has s lowed considerably,  

and a la rge  proport ion of ve terans are now in the older ages (25-29) where  the unem­

ployment rate is lower,  re f le c t ing  a longer pe r iod  since their, d ischarge f r o m  the 

s e r v i ce  and the consequent increase  in their labor market  exper ience .  In fact, the 

number of ve te rans aged 30 to 34 is a lso increasing.  In October 1 972, their  population 

numbered 775, 000 or 1 3 p e r c en t  of  a ll  V ie tnam Era  veterans .  The i r  unemployment 

rate in October was only 2. 7 percent (not seasonal ly  adjusted) , v i r tua l ly  the same as 

that fo r  30-34 y ea r - o ld  nonveterans.
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Industry  P a y r ol 1._Emplo vm c nt

Nonagricul tura l  payro l l  employment  posted another substantial gain in October, 

r i s ing  300, 000 ( seasona l ly  adjusted) to 7 3. 5 mil l ion.  Since October a year  ago, nonfarm 

employment  has r isen 2. 7 mil l ion.

An inc rease  of 125, 000 in the number of goods-producing  jobs occurred  ent i re ly  

in the manufacturing industr ies, the bulk of it in the durable goods industr ies .  Since 

October 1971. manufacturing employment  has inc reased  by 650, 000. Over  the previous 

2 yea rs  (October  1 969-October 1971), in contrast, the number of fa c to ry  jobs had 

decl ined near ly  1. 8 mil l ion.

In the se rv ice -produc ing  industr ies, payro l l  employment  advanced 17 5, 000 in 

October, re f le c t ing  s izeable in c reases  in trade, se rv ices ,  and State and local  g o v e rn ­

ment.

Hours of W ork

The average  workweek  of production or nonsuperv isory  w o rke rs  on private 

nonagricultural  payro l ls  was unchanged in October at 37. 3 hours, seasona l ly  adjusted. 

Since last  October, the ave rage  workweek has increased three-tenths of an hour.

In manufacturing, the workweek  remained at 40. 7 hours. A f t e r  r is ing steadily 

f r o m  the 9 -year  low reached in September  1970, the fa c tory  workweek  has been stable 

since June. A v e r a g e  ove r t im e  in manufacturing, 3. 5 hours in October, a lso has shown 

l it t le change in recent months but was up six-tenths of an hour f r o m  a year  ago.

Hour ly  and .W_c_cJkly E a r nings

A v e ra g e  hourly earnings of rank-and- f i le  w o rk e r s  on private nonagricultural  

payro l l s  w e r e  about unchanged in October at $3. 73. On a seasona l ly  adjusted basis, 

earnings  w e re  up 3 cents to $3. 72. Since last  October, hourly earnings have inc reased  

2 3 cents or  6. 6 percent.

A v e r a g e  week ly  earnings w e re  unchanged over  the month at $1 39. 1 3. A f t e r  sea - 

sonal adjustment, however,  week ly  earnings rose  $1. 12 to $138. 76.  Since October a 

year  ago, a verage  week ly  earnings have r isen $9. 63 or 7. 4 percent. During the latest  

12-month per iod  for  which the Consumer P r i c e  Index is avai lab le - -Septembe r 1971 to 

September 1 972- -consumer  p r ic es  rose 3. 3 percent.

Hour ly  E a rnings Index

The Bureau' s Hour ly  Earnings Index, seasonal ly  adjusted, was 140. 2 (1967=100) 

in October, 0. 8 percent higher than in September,  according  to p re l im in ary  f igures.

The index was 6. A percent  above October a year  ago. (See table B-4. ) A l l  industr ies 

posted o v e r - th e - y e a r  increases ,  ranging f rom  5. 1 percent in contract  construction to
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10. 2 percent in transportat ion and public uti l it ies,  

in September,  the Hourly Earnings Index in do l lars 

2. 5 percent.

During the 1 2 -month per iod ending 

of constant purchasing power rose

This release presents and analyzes statistics from two major surveys. Data on 
labor force, total employment, and unemployment are derived from the sample sur­
vey of households conducted and tabulated by the Bureau of the Census for the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. Statistics on payroll employment, hours, and earnings 
are collected by State agencies from payroll records of employers and are tabulated 
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. A description of the two surveys appears in the 
BLS publication Employment and Earnings.
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NOTE: F ig u re s  f o r  p e r io d s  p r io r  to  January 1972 in  th e  ta b le s  and ch a rts  a re  n o t s t r i c t l y  com parable
w ith  cu rre n t  d a ta  because o f  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  1970 Census data  in t o  th e  e s t im a t io n  p ro c e d u re s . F o r  exam p le, 
th e  c i v i l i a n  la b o r  f o r c e  and employment t o t a l s  w ere  ra is e d  by more than 300,000 as a r e s u l t  o f  the census a d ju s t ­
m ent. An e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  changes and an in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  appear in  "R e v is io n s  in  th e  C u rren t 
P o p u la t io n  S u rvey " in  th e  F ebru ary  1972 is s u e  o f  Employment and E a rn in gs .

Table A-1: Employment status o! the noninstitutional population by sex and age

(In thousands)

Employment status, age, and sex Oct.
1972

Sept.
1972

Oct.
1971

Seasonally adjusted

Oct.
1972

Sept.
1972

Aug.
1972

July
1972

June
1972

Total

Total labor f o r c e ........................................... 89,591 89,098 87,352 89,691 89,454 89,256 88,855 88,788
Civilian labor force ........................................... 87 ,176 86,693 84,635 87,276 87,049 86,860 86,467 86,395

Employed........................................................... 82,707 82,034 80,065 82,482 82,222 81,973 81,682 81,667

Agriculture..................................................... 3 ,721 3,658 3,470 3,660 3,575 3,625 3,445 3,337
Nonagricultural industries............................ 78,986 78,376 76,595 78,822 78,647 78,348 78,237 78,330

On part time for economic reasons............. 2,066 2,243 2,246 2,302 2,340 2,488 2,509 2,521

Usually work full tim e............................... 980 1,107 1,080 1,041 1,058 1,082 1,085 1,022

Usually work part time ............................ 1,086 1,136 1,166 1,261 1,282 1,406 1,424 1,499
Unemployed........................................................ 4 ,470 4,658 4 ,570 4 ,794 4,827 4 ,887 4 ,785 4,728

Man, 20  years and over

Civilian labor force.............................................. 49,075 49,083 48,003 49,227 49,083 48,954 48,961 48,882

Employed........................................................... 47,431 47,480 46,247 47,303 47,204 47,063 47,032 46,919

Agriculture...................................... ............... 2 ,703 2,682 2,531 2,663 2,629 2,550 2 ,474 2,437

Nonagricultural industries....................... .. . 44,729 44,798 43,717 44,640 44,575 44,513 44,558 44,482

Unemployed.....................*................................. 1,643 1,603 1,755 1,924 1,879 1,891 1,929 1,963

Women, 20 years and over

Civilian labor force ........................................... 30,433 30,028 29,540 29,958 29,915 29,990 29,789 29,657

Employed ........................................................... 28,752 28,231 27,886 28,322 28,296 28,334 28,078 28,029

Agriculture..................................................... 645 606 595 575 561 604 556 496
Nonagricultural industries............................ 28,108 27,624 27,291 27,747 27,735 27,730 27,522 27,533

Unemployed........................................................ 1 ,680 1,797 1,654 1,636 1,619 1,656 1,711 1,628

Both se x e s , 1 6 -1 9  years

Civilian labor force.............................................. 7 ,669 7,582 7,093 8,091 8,051 7,916 7,717 7,856
Employed........................................................... 6 ,523 6,324 5,932 6,857 6,722 6,576 6,572 6,719

Agriculture................................................... 373 370 344 422 385 471 415 404

Nonagricultural industries............................ 6,150 5,953 5,588 6,435 6,337 6,105 6,157 6,315

Unemployed........................................................ 1,146 1,258 1,161 1,234 1,329 1,340 1,145 1,137

Table A-2: Full- and part-time status of the civilian labor force by sex and age

(Numbers in thousands)

Full- and part-time 
employment status, sex, 

and age
O ct.
1972

O c t.
1971

Seasonally adjusted

O ct.
1972

S ep t.
1972

Aug.
1972

J u ly
1972

June
1972

O c t.
1971

Full time

Total, 16 years and over:
Civilian labor force........................................... 73,885 71,685 74,805 74,195 74,201 74,218 74,333 72,550

Employed........................................................ 70,652 68,299 71,085 70,482 70,423 70,437 70,643 68,643

Unemployed............................ ......................... 3 ,233 3,386 3,720 3,713 3,778 3,781 3,690 3,907
Unemployment r a t e ......................................... 4 .4 4 .7 5 .0 5 .0 5 .1 5 .1 5 .0 5 .4

Men, 20 years and over:
Civilian labor force........................................... 46,527 45,479 46,788 46,573 46,539 46,588 46,504 45,766

Employed........................................................ 45 ,060 43,892 45,015 44,859 44,801 44,821 44,745 43,848
Unemployed ................................................... 1,466 1,586 1,773 1,714 1,738 1,767 1,759 1,918
Unemployment r a t e ......................................... 3 .2 3 .5 3 .8 3.7 3 .7 3 .8 3 .8 4 .2

Women, 20 years and over:
Civilian labor force............. ............................. 23,695 22,949 23,475 23,322 23,433 23,477 23,483 22,735

Employed........................................................ 22,430 21,679 22,208 20,067 22,119 22,093 22,180 21,464

Unem ployed................................................... 1 ,266 1,270 1,267 1,255 1,314 1,384 1,303 1,271

Unemployment rate ......................................... 5 .3 5 .5 5 .4 5 .4 5 .6 5 .9 5 .5 5 .6

Part Hate

Total, 16 years and over:
Civilian labor force........................................... 13,292 12,950 12,506 12,983 12,759 12,208 11,867 12,190

Employed........................................................ 12,054 11,766 11,427 11,866 11,630 11,211 10,825 11,158

Unemployed...................................................... 1,237 1,184 1,079 1,117 1,129 997 1,042 1,032

Unemployment r a te ......................................... 9 .3 9 .1 8 .6 8 .6 8 .8 8 .2 8 .8 8 .5

NOTE: Persons on part-time schedules for economic reasons are included in die full-time employed category; unemployed persons are allocated by whether seeking full- or 
part-time work.Digitized for FRASER 
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Table A-3: Major unemployment indicators

(Persons 16 years and over)

Selected categories

Thousands of persons 
unemployed

Seasonally adjusted rates of unemployment

O ct.
1972

O ct.
1971

O c t.
1972

S ep t.
1972

Aug.
1972

J u ly
1972

June
1972

O ct.
1971

Total (all civilian workers)....................................... 4 ,470 4 ,570 5.5 5 .5 5 .6 5 .5 5 .5 5 .8
Men, 20 years and over....................................... 1,643 1,755 3 .9 3 .8 3 .9 3 .9 4 .0 4 .3
Women, 20 years and over................................... 1 ,680 1,654 5 .5 5 .4 5 .5 5 .7 5 .5 5 .5
Both sexes, 16-19 years....................................... 1,146 1,161 15.3 16.5 16.9 14.8 14.5 16.7

3,573 3,674 5 .0 5 .0 5 .1 5 .0 5 .0 5.3

Negro and other races ......................................... 897 895 10.1 10.2 9 .7 9 .9 9 .4 10.4

Household heads..................................................... 1 ,506 1,527 3 .4 3 .3 3 .3 3 .3 3 .6 3 .5

Married m en .......................................................... 919 968 2 .8 2 .8 2 .6 2 .7 2 .9 3 .0

Full-time workers................................................... 3 ,233 3,386 5 .0 5 .0 5 .1 5 .1 5 .0 5 .4

Part-time workers..................................................... 1,237 1,184 8 .6 8 .6 8 .8 8 .2 8 .8 8 .5
Unemployed 15 weeks and over1............................. 965 1,104 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.5
State insured2 ....................................................  . 1,367 1,724 3 .3 3 .4 3 .4 3 .8 3 .6 4 .4
Labor force time lost3 ............................................. - - - - 6 .0 5 .9 6 .2 6 .0 5.5 6 .5

Occupation4

White-collar workers............................................... 1,462 1,383 3 .6 3 .3 3 .5 3 .4 3 .1 3 .4
Professional and technical................................... 293 316 2 .8 2 .2 2 .4 2 .5 1.9 3 .1
Managers and administrators, except fa rm ......... 168 150 2 .1 1.7 1.8 1.9 1.4 1.7
Sales workers...................................................... 239 208 4 .2 4 .7 4 .8 4 .3 4 .0 3 .9
Clerical workers................................................. 762 709 4 .8 4 .7 4 .9 4 .6 4 .8 4 .7

Blue-collar workers............................................... - 1,601 1,824 5 .9 6 .1 6 .5 6 .4 6 .4 7 .1
Craftsmen and kindred workers........................... 383 426 4 .0 4 .2 4 .4 4 .3 4 .5 4 .7
Operatives.......................................................... 839 989 6 .4 6 .4 6.7 7 .1 6.8 7.8
Nonfarm laborers............................................... 379 427 9 .2 9 .6 10.9 9 .3 9 .5 10.6

Service workers...................................................... 707 673 6 .2 7 .3 6 .3 6 .6 5.7 6 .0

Farmworkers........................................................ 92 54 3 .1 2 .9 2 .7 2 .2 2 .6 1.9

Industry4

Nonagricultural private wage and salary workers5 . . . 3 ,256 3,374 5 .6 5 .6 5 .8 5 .8 5 .5 5 .9

Construction...................................................... 328 301 10.6 9 .2 11.6 10.9 9 .5 10.2

Manufacturing.................................................... 979 1,199 5 .0 5 .1 5 .4 5.7 5 .6 6 .2

Durable goods................................................. 505 727 4 .5 4 .8 5 .0 5 .7 5 .7 6 .4

Nondurable goods ......................................... 474 472 5 .8 5 .5 6 .0 5 .6 5 .5 5 .8

Transportation and public utilities..................... 137 166 3 .5 3.7 3 .8 3 .6 3 .1 4 .3

Wholesale and retail trade................................... 926 865 6 .4 6.7 6 .6 6 .5 6 .5 6 .1

Finance and service industries ........................... 867 824 4 .9 4 .7 4 .7 4 .6 4 .2 4 .9
Government workers.............................................. 416 403 3 .2 3 .2 3 .0 2 .8 2 .5 3 .2

Agricultural wage and salary workers ..................... 111 75 9 .6 8 .9 6 .5 6 .0 7 .5 7 .0

1 Unemployment rate calculated as a percent of civilian labor force.
1 Insured unemployment under State programs—unemployment rate calculated as a percent of average covered employment. As with the other statistics presented, insured unemployment data 

relate to the week containing the 12th.
3 Man-hours lost by the unemployed and persons on part time for economic reasons as a percent of potentially available labor force man-hours.
4 Unemployment by occupation includes all experienced unemployed persons, whereas that by industry covers only unemployed wage and salary workers.
5 Includes mining, not shown separately.

Table A-4: Unemployed persons 16 years and over by duration of unemployment

(In thousands)

Duration of unemployment Oct.
1972

Oct.
1971

Seasonally adjusted

Oct.
1972

Sept.
1972

Aug.
1972

July
1972

June
1972

Oct.
1971

Less than 5 weeks................................................... 2 ,197 2,084 2,256 2,369 2,254 2,149 2,175 2,140
5 to 14 weeks........................................................ 1,308 1,382 1,447 1,385 1,505 1,478 1,437 1,529

15 weeks and over................................................... 965 1,104 1,095 1,137 1,188 1,155 1,148 1,253

15 to 26 weeks................................................... 502 578 545 587 644 658 594 628

27 weeks and over............................................... 463 526 550 550 544 497 554 625

Average (mean) duration, in weeks......................... 11.3 12.1 11.6 12.2 12.1 11.8 13.5 12.5
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Table A -5 :  U n e m p lo y e d  persons by reason for u nem plo ym en t

(Numbers in thousands)

Reason for unemployment

Seasonally adjusted

O c t.
1972

O ct.
1971

O ct.
1972

S ep t.
1972

Aug.
1972

J u ly
1972

June
1972

O ct.
1971

Number of unemployed

Lost last jo b ........................................... .. 1,651 1,875 1,942 2,121 2,244 2,093 2,210 2,206

Left last j o b .........................................................
Reentered labor force .......................

708 575 666 635 644 616 624 541
1,508 1,504 1,490 1,452 1,427 1,455 1,238 1,486

Never worked before . ................................... .. . 603 616 649 649 640 564 621 663

Percen t distribution

Total unemployed . ......................................... . • 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Lost last j o b ............. 36 .9 4 1 .0 40 .9 43 .7 45 .3 44 .3 4 7 .1 45 .1

Left last job ..................... ..
Reentered labor force.......................................

15.8 12.6 14.0 13.1 13 .0 13.0 13.3 11.0
33 .7 32 .9 31 .4 29 .9 28 .8 30 .8 26 .4 30 .4

Never worked before. ............................ .. . . • 13.5 13.5 13.7 13.4 12.9 11.9 13.2 13.5

Unemployed os a percent of the 
c iv ilia n  labor force

1 .9 2 .2 2 .2 2 .4 2 .6 2 .4 2 .6 2 .6

Left last j o b .................................... .. ................ .8 .7 .8 .7 .7 .7 .7 .6

Reentered labor force. .................. 1 .7 1 .8 1.7 1.7 1 .6 1.7 1 .4 1 .8

Never worked before . ......................................... .7 .7 .7 .7 .7 .7 .7 .8

Table A>6: Unem ployed persons by age and sex

Age and sex

Thousands o f persons Percent 
looking for 

full-time 
work

Seasonally adjusted unemployment rates

O c t.
1972

O c t.
1971

O ct.
1972

S ep t.
1972

Aug.
1972

Ju ly
1972

June
1972

O c t.
1971O c t. 1972

Total, 16 years and o v e r ............................... 4 ,470 4 ,570 72.3 5 .5 5 .5 5 .6 5 .5 5 .5 5 .8

16 to 19 y ea rs . ............................................. 1 ,146 1,161 43 .7 15.3 16.5 16.9 14.8 14.5 16.7
16 and 17 y e a r s ........................................ 551 561 25.4 18 .3 , 19.9 20 .5 16.5 16.5 19.9
18 and 19 y e a r s ....................................... 595 599 60.7 13.2 14.1 14.0 13.5 12.9 14 .5

20 to 24 years. ......................... ................. 1 ,076 1,008 83 .6 9 .1 9 .1 9 .0 9 .8 8 .7 9 .2
25 years and o v e r ....................................... 2 ,247 2,401 81 .5 3 .6 3 .5 3 .6 3 .7 3 .9 4 .0

25 to 54 y e a r s .......................................  . 1 ,790 2,016 83 .7 3 .7 3 .7 3 .7 3 .8 4 .0 4 .3
55 years and o v e r .................................... 458 385 72.7 3 .5 3 .1 3 .7 3 .4 3 .6 3 .0

Males, 16 years and o v e r ............................... 2 ,227 2,391 77.2 4 .8 4 .9 4 .9 4 .7 4 .8 5 .3

16 to 19 y ea rs ................................................ 584 635 43 .3 14.1 15.9 16.5 13.6 13.8 16.5
16 and 17 y e a r s ....................................... 299 333 24.7 17.5 20 .8 20 .0 14.6 15.4 20 .3
18 and 19 y e a r s ........................................ 285 302 62.5 11.7 12.3 13.2 12.8 12.4 13.7

20 to 24 yea rs ................................................ 542 549 83 .4 8 .9 8 .6 8 .5  . 9 .6 8 .3 9.7
25 years and o v e r ....................................... 1,101 1,207 92.2 3 .1 3 .0 3 .1 3 .0 3 .3 3 .5

25 to 54 y e a r s .......................................... 814 975 95.5 3 .0 3 .0 3 .0 3 .0 3 .3 3 .7
55 years and o v e r ..................................... 287 231 82 .9 3 .6 3 .3 3 .4 3 .1 3 .5 , 2 .9

Females, 16 years and o v e r ........................ 2 ,243 2,179 67.5 6 .6 6 .7 6 .8 6 .9 6 .5 6 .7

16 to 19 y ea rs ....................................... 563 526 4 4 .0  ‘ 16.7 17.3 17.5 16.4 15.4 17.0

16 and 17 y e a r s ......................... .............. 253 229 26.1 19.3 18.6 21 .3 18.9 18.1 19.2

18 and 19 y e a r s .............. 310 297 59.0 15.0 16.3 14.9 14.4 13.5 15.6
20 to 24 y ea rs ................................................ 534 459 83 .9 9 .5 9 .6 9 .5 10.1 9 .2 8 .6
25 years and o v e r ........................................ 1 ,146 1,195 71.3 4 .5 4 .5 4 .6 4 .8 4 .8 4 .9

25 to 54 y e a r s .......................................... 974 1,041 74.1 4 .8 4 .9 4 .8 5 .1 5 .1 5 .3
55 years and o v e r ..................................... 171 154 55.6 3 .4 2 .9 4 .3 4 .0 3 .8 3 .0
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Table A-7: Employment status of male Vietnam Era veterans and nonveterans 20 to 20 years ofd

(Numbers in thousands)

Seasonally adjusted

Employment status O ct.
1972

S e p t . 
1972

O c t.
1971

O c t.
1972

S ep t.
1972

Aug.
1972

J u ly
1972

June
1972

O ct.
1971

Veterans1

Total, 20 to 29 years old

Civilian noninstitutional population2 ........... 4 ,624 4 ,596 4 ,252 4 ,624 4 ,596 4 ,574 4,551 4,529 4 ,252
Civilian labor force ................................ 4 ,281 4 ,283 3,876 4 ,308 4 ,288 4 ,233 4 ,206 4,183 3,910

Employed......................................... 4 ,045 4 ,043 3,606 4 ,032 4,003 3,905 3,898 3,881 3,598
Unemployed .................................... 236 240 208 276 285 328 308 302 312
Unemployment rate........................... 5 .5 5 .6 7 .0 6 .4 6 .6 7 .7 7 .3 7 .2 8 .0

20 to 24 years

Civilian noninstitutional population Z. . . . .  . 1,885 1 ,897 1,991 1,885 1,897 1,913 1,928 1,943 1,991
Civilian labor force ................................ 1 ,678 1,713 1 ,774 1 ,692 1 ,720 1,739 1,745 1,775 1,790

Employed......................................... 1 ,541 1 ,574 1,606 1,550 1,566 1,521 1,559 1,600 1,616
Unemployed .................................... 137 139 168 142 154 218 186 175 174
Unemployment rate........................... 8 .2 8 .1 9 .5 8 .4 9 .0 12 .5 10 .7 9 .9 9 .7

25 to 29 years

2
Civilian noninstitutional population........... 2 ,739 2,699 2,261 2,739 2,699 2,661 2,623 2,586 2,261

Civilian labor force ................................ 2 ,603 2,570 2,102 2,616 2,568 2,494 2,461 2,408 2,120

Employed......................................... 2 ,504 2 ,469 2,000 2 ,482 2,437 2,384 2,339 2 r281 1,982
Unemployed .................................... 99 101 102 134 131 110 122 127 138
Unemployment rate........................... 3 .8 3 .9 4 .9 5 .1 5 .1 4 .4 5 .0 5 .3 6 .5

Nonveterans

Total, 20 to 29 years old

Civilian noninstitutional population2 ......... 10,209 10,155 9,515 10,209 10,155 10,121 10,085 10,036 9,515
Civilian labor f o r c e ........... ................... 8 ,862 8 ,841 8,159 8 ,994 8 ,800 8,729 8 ,715 8,677 8 ,284

Employed......................................... 8 ,331 8 ,305 7,621 8 ,400 8 ,262 8,187 8,149 8 ,110 7,680

Unemployed .................................... 531 536 538 594 538 542 566 567 604

Unemployment rate........................... 6 .0 6 .1 6 .6 6 .6 6 .1 6 .2 6 .5 6 .5 7 .3

20 to 24 years

2
Civilian noninstitutional population........... 6 ,194 6 ,140 5,592 6 ,194 6 ,140 6,113 6,086 6 ,065 5 ,592

Civilian labor force ................................ 5 ,053 5,041 4,436 5 ,175 5,006 4,923 4,909 4 ,904 4,546
Employed ........................................ 4 ,648 4 ,642 4,055 4,728 4 ,614 4 ,524 4 ,485 4 ,512 4 ,125
Unemployed .................................... 405 399 381 447 392 399 424 392 421
Unemployment rate........................... 8 .0 7 .9 8 .6 8 .6 7 .8 8 .1 8 .6 8 .0 9 .3

25 to 29 years

Civilian noninstitutional population2........... 4 ,015 4 ,015 3,923 4 ,015 4 ,015 4,008 3,999 3,971 3,923
Civilian labor force ................................ 3 ,809 3 ,800 3,723 3,819 3 ,794 3,806 3,806 3,773 3,738

Employed......................................... 3 ,683 3 ,663 3,566 3 ,672 3 ,648 3,663 3 ,664 3,598 3 ,555
Unemployed .................................... 126 137 157 147 146 143 142 175 183
Unemployment rate........................... 3 .3 3 .6 4 .2 3 .8 3 .8 3 .8 3 .7 4 .6 4 .9

1 Vietnam Era veterans are those who served after August 4, 1964; they are all classified as war veterans. 79  percent o f the Vietnam Era veterans o f all ages are 20 to 29 years old. Post-Korean- 
peacetime veterans 20 to 29 years old are not included in this table.

2Since seasonal variations are not present in the population figures, identical numbers appear in the unadjusted and seasonally 
adjusted columns.
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Table B-1: Employees on nonagricultural payrolls, by industry,

(In thousands)

Industry
° ct- p
1972 p

Sept. 
1972 p

Aug.
1972

Oct.
1971

Change from
Seasonally adjusted

Oct. 
1972 P

Sept 
1972 p

Aug.
1972

Change from
Sept.
1972Sept.

1972
Oct.
1971

TOTAL................................... 74,064 73, 569 72, 975 71, 378 495 2, 686 73,535 73, 232 72, 984 303

G O O D S - P R O D U C I N G .............................. 23, 648 23, 674 23, 601 22,839 -26 809 23,296 23, 169 23, 076 127

M IN IN G ........................................................... ! 605 612 616 520 -7 85 606 605 602 1

C O N T R A C T  C O N S T R U C T IO N .............. 3,760 3, 781 3, 838 3, 684 -21 76 3, 547 3, 547 3, 544 0

M A N U F A C T U R IN G ..................................... 19, 283 19, 281 19, 147 18, 635 2 648 19, 143 19, 017 18, 930 126
Production  w o r k e r s ....................... 14,165 14,159 14, 023 13,569 6 596 14,021 13, 910 13, 846 111

DURABLE GOODS ...................... 11,104 11, 060 10, 930 10, 586 44 518 11,064 10, 958 10, 897 106
Production  w o r k e r s .................... 8, 122 8, 082 7,953 7, 642 40 480 8, 078 7, 989 7, 942 89

Ordnance and accessories............. 196.8 193.7 191. 7 187.2 3. 1 9.6 197 192 192 5
Lumber and wood products............. 622. 3 624. 6 632. 9 603.4 -2. 3 18. 9 615 613 613 2

512. 7 502. 2 500. 8 472. 0 10. 5 40.7 507 499 497 8
Stone, clay, and glass products . . 676. 7 676.6 679.9 643. 3 . 1 33.4 670 663. 663 7

1,255.5 1, 253. 9 L, 243. 5 1, 168. 7 1. 6 86. 8 1,280 1, 267 1, 236 13
1, 394. 9 1, 389.5 L, 376. 0 1, 344. 3 5.4 50.6 1, 384 1, 378 1, 376 6

Machinery, except electrical . . . . 1, 885. 0 1, 873. 0 L, 856. 9 1, 789. 3 12. 0 95. 7 1, 900 1, 875 1, 868 25
Electrical equipment...................... 1, 863.6 1, 85 8.5 L, 833. 9 1, 780.5 5. 1 83. 1 1, 856 1, 840 1, 830 16
Transportation equipment.............. 1, 778. 8 1, 781. 0 i, 714. 7 1, 726. 9 -2. 2 51.9 1,759 1, 742 1, 736 17
Instruments and related products . 467. 9 464. 4 462.2 441. 1 3. 5 26. 8 463 463 460 4
Miscellaneous manufacturing. . . . 449. 9 442. 7 437. 6 428. 8 7. 2 21. 1 429 426 426 3

NONDURABLE GOODS............ 8, 179 8, 221 8, 217 8, 049 -42 130 8, 079 8, 059 8, 033 20
Production  w o r k e r s .................... ... 6,043 6,077 6, 070 5, 927 -34 116 5, 943 5, 921 5, 904 22

Food and kindred p roducts........... 1, 817.0 1, 870. 1 1, 870.4 1, 809. 6 -53. 1 7.4 1,744 1, 746 1, 738 -2
Tobacco manufactures . . . . . . . . 76.3 78.4 77.7 83. 8 -2. 1 -7.5 66 66 70 0
Textile mill products..................... 1, 002. 8 996. 6 996. 6 J 960.9 6. 2 41.9 1, 002 994 992 8
Apparel and other textile products 1, 351. 3 1, 348. 6 1,344. 5 1, 350. 6 2. 7 . 7 1,337 1, 335 1, 334 2
Paper and allied products............. 705. 1 704.9 705. 8 687. 8 .2 17. 3 707 702 699 5
Printing and publish ing................ 1,086.4 1, 080. 6 1,078. 0 1, 070. 7 5. 8 15. 7 1, 084 1, 083 1, 079 1
Chemicals and allied products. . . 1, 004.5 1, 007. 9 1,006.7 999.2 -3.4 5. 3 1,008 1, 007 997 1
Petroleum and coal products . . . . 189.6 190. 1 193.4 191. 3 -. 5 -1. 7 189 188 188 1
Rubber and plastics products, nec 645. 5 638. 6 631. 0 596.4 6.9 49. 1 641 632 629 9
Leather and leather products . . . . 300. 3 305. 5 312.5 298.6 -5.2 1.7 301 306 307 -5

S E R V I C E - P R O D U C I N G ........................... 50,416 49, 895 49,374 48,539 521 1, 877 50, 239 50, 063 49, 908 176

T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  AND P U B L IC
U T I L I T I E S .................................................. 4,520 4, 538 4, 527 4,415 -18 105 4, 511 4,489 4, 478 22

W H O L E S A L E  AND R E T A I L  T R A D E . 15,901 15, 765 15,691 15,300 136 601 15, 849 15, 785 15, 758 64

WHOLESALE TR A D E ............. 3,'983 3, 961 3, 974 3, 849 22 134 3,955 3, 945 3, 935 10
RETAIL T R A D E ............... . 11,918 11, 804 11, 717 11,451 114 467 11, 894 11, 840 11, 823 54

F IN A N C E , IN S U R A N C E , AND
R E A L  E S T A T E ........................................ 3,952 3, 956 3, 995 3, 823 -4 129 3, 964 3, 952 3, 936 12

S E R V IC E S  ..................................................... 12,448 12,408 12,481 11,963 40 485 12,436 12,396 12,419 40

G O V ER N M EN T  ........................................... 13,595 13, 228 12, 680 13, 038 367 557 13,479 13,441 13, 317 38

FEDERAL .................... 2, 633 2,639 2, 644 2,659 -6 -26 2, 636 2, 636 2, 618 0
STATE AND LOCAL............. 10, 962 10,589 10, 036 10,379 373 5 83 10, 843 10, 805 10, 699 38

p = preliminary.
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Table B-2: Average  weekly hours of production or nonsupervisory workers
on private nonagricultural payro lls ,  by industry

Industry O c t . 
1972 p

S ep t. 
1972 P

A u g .
1972

O c t.
1971

Change from Seasonally adjusted

O c t . 
1972 p

S ep t. 
1972 p

A u g .
1972

Change from
S ep t.

1972
S ep t.
1972

O c t .
1971

TOTAL PRIVATE. . ................ 37. 3 37. 4 3 7 .6 3 7 .0 -0 .  1 0. 3 37. 3 37. 3 37. 1 0 .0

M IN IN G ............................................................ 42. 5 42 . 9 42. 7 4 2 .8 - . 4 - .  3 42 . 2 42 . 9 4 2 .5 - . 7

C O N T R A C T  C O N S T R U C T IO N ............. 38. 3 38. 2 38. 2 38. 2 . 1 . 1 3 7 .7 37. 1 37. 1 .6

M A N U F A C T U R IN G .................................... 40. 8 40 . 9 40. 6 40. 0 - .  1 .8 4 0 .7 4 0 .7 4 0 .6 0
Overtim e h ou rs ............................. 3. 7 3 .9 3. 6 3. 1 2 .6 3 .5 3. 6 3. 5 - .  1

DURABLE GOODS............... 41. 5 4 1 .6 41 . 1 40. 5 - .  1 1 .0 4 1 .4 41 . 3 41 . 3 . 1
Overtim e hours .......................... 3 .9 4. 1 3. 6 3 .0 2 .9 3 .7 3. 8 3 .6 - .  1

Ordnance and accessories............. 41 . 6 42 . 0 42. 6 4 1 .7 - .  4 1 4 1 .6 41 . 9 4 2 .7 - .  3
Lumber and wood products........... 4 1 .0 4 1 .6 41 . 4 4 1 .0 - . 6 0 40 . 7 4 1 .4 41 . 2 - . 7
Furniture and fix tu res ................... 41 . 2 4 1 .0 4 1 .0 40 . 4 . 2 .8 4 0 .6 4 0 .5 4 0 .5 . 1
Stone, clay, and glass products . . 4 2 .4 42 . 3 4 2 .4 42 . 2 . 1 . 2 42 . 1 41. 8 41 . 9 . 3
Primary metal in du stries ............. 42. 1 42. 0 4 1 .5 3 9 .7 . 1 2 .4 4 2 .7 42. 0 4 1 .5 .7
Fabricated metal products............. 41 . 2 41 . 5 41 . 3 40. 4 - .  3 . 8 4 1 .0 4 1 .0 41 . 2 0
Machinery, except electrical . . . . 4 2 .0 42 . 4 41 . 8 40. 8 - . 4 1. 2 4 2 .0 4 2 .4 42 . 3 - . 4
Electrical equipment ...................... 4 0 .6 40 . 9 4 0 .5 40. 1 - .  3 . 5 4 0 .4 4 0 .7 40. 5 - .  3
Transportation equipment............. 42. 2 42. 1 40 . 4 40. 9 . 1 1. 3 4 1 .7 4 1 .6 41 . 2 . 1
Instruments and related products . 41. 0 4 1 .0 4 0 .4 40 . 1 0 .9 40 . 9 4 0 .8 40 . 6 . 1
Miscellaneous manufacturing. . . . 3 9 .5 3 9 .5 3 9 .6 3 9 .4 0 . 1 3 9 .2 3 9 .5 3 9 .5 - .  3

NONDURABLE GOODS........................ 3 9 .8 40. 0 40 . 0 3 9 .4 - .  2 .4 3 9 .7 3 9 .7 3 9 .8 0
Overtim e h ou rs ............................. 3. 5 3. 7 3. 5 3. 2 - .  2 . 3 3. 3 3. 3 3. 3 0

Food and kindred products........... 40. 6 40. 9 40 . 9 40. 1 3 .5 4 0 .6 40 . 1 40 . 3 . 5
Tobacco manufactures . ................ 37. 2 35. 4 35. 8 36. 1 1. 8 1. 1 36. 2 34. 1 3 5 .4 2. 1
Textile mill products..................... 41 . 5 41 . 5 41 . 4 4 1 .0 0 .5 41 . 3 4 1 .4 41 . 3 -  1
Apparel and other textile products 36. 1 36. 1 36. 3 35. 9 0 . 2 36. 1 36. 2 36. 0 1
Paper and allied products............. 4 2 .8 43 . 2 43 . 2 42. 3 4 . 5 4 2 .6 42 . 9 43 . 0 - .  3
Printing and p ub lish ing................ 37. 9 38. 5 38. 1 37. 5 - . 6 . 4 37. 9 38. 2 37. 9 - .  3
Chemicals and allied products . . . 41. 8 4 1 .8 41 . 5 4 1 .5 0 . 3 4 1 .8 41 . 7 4 1 .7 . 1
Petroleum and coal products . . . . 42 . 4 42 . 9 42 . 0 42 . 6 - .  5 - .  2 42 . 1 42 . 4 4 1 .8 - .  3
Rubber and plastics products, nec 41. 2 41 . 5 41 . 4 40. 6 3 .6 4 1 .0 41 . 1 4 1 .4 - .  1
Leather and leather products . . . . 37. 8 3 8 .0 38. 9 3 7 .7 - .  2 . 1 3 8 .0 3 8 .6 3 9 .0 - . 6

T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  AND P U B L IC
U T I L I T I E S .................................................. 40 . 9 40 . 7 40 . 8 40 . 4 . 2 .5 4 0 .7 40 . 5 40 . 7 . 2

W H O L E S A L E  AND R E T A I L  T R A D E . 34. 9 35. 1 3 5 .9 3 5 .0 - .  2 - .  1 35. 1 3 5 .0 3 5 .0 . 1

WHOLESALE T R A D E ............. 3 9 .8 3 9 .8 3 9 .8 39. 8 0 0 3 9 .8 3 9 .8 3 9 .6 0
RETAIL T R A D E ................ 3 3 .4 3 3 .6 3 4 .7 33. 5 - .  2 1 3 3 .6 33. 5 33. 6 . 1

F IN A N C E , IN S U R A N C E , AND
R E A L  E S T A T E ........................................ 37. 2 37. 1 37. 2 37. 1 . . 1 . 1 37. 2 37. 2 37. 1 0

S E R V I C E S ..................................................... 34. 2 34. 3 34. 6 34 . 1 - .  1 . 1 34. 3 3 4 .4 34. 1 1

^Data relate to production workers in mining and manufacturing: to construction workers in contract construction: and to nonsupervisory workers in transportation and public 
utilities; wholesale and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and services. These groups account for approximately four-fifths of the total employment on private 
nonagricultural payrolls, 

p = preliminary.
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Table B-3: A verage hourly and weekly earn ings of production or n on su perv isory  workers
on private nonagricultural  payrolls, by industry

Industry

Average hourly earnings Average weekly earnings

O ct;
1972p

S ep t.
1972p

A u g .
1972

O c t.
1971

Change from O ct.
1972p

S ep t.
1972P

A u g .
1972

O c t.
1971

Change from

S ep t.
1972

O c t.
1971

S ep t.
1972

O c t.
1971

TOTAL PRIVATE.................. $ 3 . 73 $3 . 72 $ 3 . 66 $ 3 . 50 $ 0 . 01 $ 0 . 23 $139 . 13 $1 3 9 . 13 f> 137. 62 $ 129 . 50 $ 0 . 00 $ 9 . 63
Seasonally adjusted........................... 3. 72 3. 69 3. 67 3. 49 . 03 . 23 138. 76 137. 64 136. 16 1 2 9 .1 3 1. 12 9. 63

M IN IN G ........................................................ 4. 40 4 .4 2 4. 37 3 .9 2 - .  02 .4 8 1 8 7 .0 0 1 8 9 .6 2 1 8 6 .6 0 1 6 7 .7 8 - 2 .  62 19. 22

C O N T R A C T  C O N S T R U C T IO N ------- 6. 17 6. 13 6. 03 5. 87 . 04 . 30 236. 31 2 3 4 .1 7 2 3 0 .3 5 2 2 4 .2 3 2. 14 1.2, 08

M A N U F A C T U R IN G ................................. 3. 87 3. 86 3. 80 3. 59 . 01 . 28 157. 90 157. 87 1 5 4 .2 8 143. 60 . 03 14. 30

DURABLE GOODS.............. 4. 11 4. 11 4 . 04 3. 82 0 .2 9 170. 57 170. 98 1 6 6 .0 4 1 5 4 .7 1 - . 4 1 1 5 .8 6

Ordnance and accessories........... 4 . 15 4. 15 4. 10 3. 90 0 . 25 172. 64 1 7 4 .3 0 1 7 4 .6 6 1 6 2 .6 3 - 1 .6 6 10. 01
Lumber and wood products........... 3. 36 3. 38 3. 33 3. 22 - .  02 . 14 137. 76 140. 61 137. 86 132. 02 - 2 .  85 5. 74
Furniture and fix tu res................ 3. 14 3. 11 3. 08 2. 93 . 03 .2 1 1 2 9 .3 7 127. 51 1 2 6 .2 8 118. 37 1 .8 6 11. 00
Stone, clay, and glass products . 4. 02 3 .9 9 3 .9 6 3. 73 . 03 .2 9 170. 45 168. 78 1 6 7 .9 0 1 5 7 .4 1 1. 67 13. 04
Primary metal in du stries ........... 4. 72 4. 75 4. 69 4, 34 - .  03 . 38 198. 71 199. 50 194. 64 1 7 2 .3 0 - . 7 9 26. 41
Fabricated metal products........... 4. 04 4 . 05 3. 99 3. 76 - .  01 . 28 166 .4 5 1 6 8 .0 8 164. 79 151. 90 - 1 .6 3 14. 55
Machinery, except electrical . . . 4 . 33 4. 33 4. 26 4 . 04 0 . 29 181. 86 183. 59 1 7 8 .0 7 1 6 4 .8 3 - 1 .7 3 17. 03
Electrical equipment................... 3. 72 3. 72 3. 68 3. 50 0 . 22 151. 03 152. 15 149. 04 140. 35 - 1 .  12 10. 68
Transportation equipment........... 4. 85 4. 81 4. 71 4 .4 1 . 04 .4 4 2 0 4 .6 7 202. 50 190. 28 180. 37 2. 17 24. 30
Instruments and related products 3. 77 3. 73 3. 71 3. 54 . 04 . 23 154. 57 1 5 2 .9 3 149. 88 141. 95 1 .6 4 12. 62
Miscellaneous manufacturing . . . 3. 14 3. 13 3. 09 2. 97 . 01 . 17 124. 03 123. 64 122. 36 1 1 7 .0 2 . 39 7. 01

NONDURABLE GOODS.......... 3. 52 3. 51 3 .4 7 3. 29 . 01 . 23 140. 10 140. 40 138. 80 1 2 9 .6 3 - .  30 10. 47

Food and kindred products . . . . 3. 64 3. 61 3. 57 3. 38 . 03 . 26 147. 78 1 4 7 .6 5 146. 01 1 3 5 .5 4 . 13 12. 24
Tobacco manufactures................ 3. 36 3. 36 3. 38 3. 00 0 . 36 124. 99 1 1 8 .9 4 121. 00 1 0 8 .3 0 6. 05 16. 69
Textile mill products................... 2. 76 2. 75 2. 73 2 .5 9 . 01 . 17 114. 54 114. 13 113. 02 1 0 6 .1 9 .4 1 8. 35
Apparel and other textile products 2. 67 2. 65 2. 61 2. 51 . 02 . 16 96. 39 9 5 .6 7 94. 74 90. 11 . 72 6. 28
Paper and allied products........... 4. 02 4. 01 3. 97 3. 73 . 01 .2 9 172. 06 1 7 3 .2 3 171. 50 1 5 7 .7 8 - 1 .  17 1 4 .2 8
Printing and publish ing............. 4. 56 4 .5 6 4 .4 9 4. 27 0 .2 9 172. 82 1 7 5 .5 6 171. 07 1 6 0 .1 3 - 2 .  74 12. 69
Chemicals and allied products . . 4. 28 4. 27 4. 23 4 . 00 . 01 . 28 1 7 8 .9 0 1 7 8 .4 9 1 7 5 .5 5 166. 00 . 41 12. 90
Petroleum and coal products . . . 5. 01 4 .9 8 4 .9 4 4 . 65 . 03 . 36 212. 42 213. 64 2 0 7 .4 8 198. 09 - 1 .  22 14. 33
Rubber and plastics products, nec 3. 65 3. 65 3. 63 3 .4 5 0 . 20 150. 38 1 5 1 .4 8 150. 28 140. 07 - 1 .  10 10. 31
Leather and leather products . . . 2. 73 2. 72 2. 70 2. 63 . 01 . 10 103. 19 1 0 3 .3 6 1 0 5 .0 3 99. 15 - .  17 4 . 04

T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  AND P U B L IC

U T I L I T I E S .............................................. 4. 75 4. 73 4. 70 4 . 31 . 02 ‘ .4 4 194. 28 192. 51 191. 76 1 7 4 .1 2 1. 77 20. 16

W H O L E S A L E  AND R E T A I L  T R A D E 3. 05 3. 05 3. 01 2 .9 0 0 . 15 10 6 .4 5 1 0 7 .0 6 1 0 8 .0 6 101. 50 - .  61 4 . 95

WHOLESALE TR A D E ............ 3 .9 1 3. 91 3. 86 3. 72 0 . 19 1 5 5 .6 2 155. 62 153. 63 1 4 8 .0 6 0 7. 56-
RETAIL T R A D E ............... 2. 74 2. 73 2. 70 2. 60 . 01 . 14 91. 52 91. 73 93 . 69 87. 10 - . 2 1 4 . 42

F IN A N C E , IN S U R A N C E , AND
R E A L  E S T A T E .................................... 3. 49 3. 46 3. 44 3. 31 . 03 . 18 1 2 9 .8 3 1 2 8 .3 7 1 2 7 .9 7 122. 80 1. 46 7. 03

S E R V I C E S ................. ................................ 3. 24 3. 22 3. 14 3. 06 . 02 . 18 110. 81 110. 45 1 0 8 .6 4 104. 35 . 36 6 .4 6

^See footnote 1, table B-2. 
p = preliminary.
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Table B-4. Hourly Earnings Index for production or nonsupervisory workers in private nonfarm 
industries, seasonally adjusted

(1967=1001__________________________________
Percent change over month and year

Industry O ct. P 
1972

S e p t .p
1972

Aug.
1972

J u ly
1972

June
1972

May
1972

O ct.
1971

S ep t. 1972- 
O ct. 1972

O ct. 1971- 
O ct. 1972

Total private nonfarm:

Current do lla rs ......................................... 140.2 139.2 138.3 137.8 137.1 136.7 131.8 .8 6 .4

Constant (1967) d o lla rs .......................... NA 110:3 110.1 110.0 109.8 109.6 107.7 y 2/

Mining............................................................. 138.6 138.2 137.8 137.3 136.3 135.2 126.1 .3 9 .9

Contract construction................................... 148.0 147.3 146.8 145.6 145.6 145.4 140.9 .5 5 .1

Manufacturing................................................ 137.6 136.7 135.9 135.3 135.0 134.5 129.3 .7 6 .5

ransportation and public utilities............... 146.8 145.2 145.1 144.0 141.7 141.8 133.1 1.1 10.2

/holesale and retail t r a d e ............................ 136.8 136.2 135.6 135.3 134.4 133.6 1 30 .0 .4 5 .2

i nance, insurance, and real estate............... 135.9 134.5 133.6 133.9 133.0 132.5 128.4 1.0 5 .9

Services.......................................................... 141.0 139.4 138.0 138.0 137.4 137.5 133.1 1.1 6 .0

1/ P e rc e n t  change was 0 .1  from  August 1972 to  September 1972, th e  la t e s t  month a v a i la b le .
2/ P e rc e n t  change was 2 .5  from  Septem ber 1971 to  Septem ber 1972, the la t e s t  month a v a i la b le .
NA in d ic a t e s  da ta  a re  n o t a v a i la b le .  
p = P r e l im in a r y .

NOTE: A l l  s e r ie s  a re  in  cu rren t  d o l la r s  e x c ep t  where in d ic a te d .  The in d ex  e x c lu d es  e f f e c t s  o f  two typ es  o f  changes th a t  a re
U n re la ted  to  u n d e r ly in g  w a g e -ra te  d eve lopm en ts ; F lu c tu a t io n s  in  o v e r t im e  premiums in  /m anufacturing (th e  o n ly  s e c to r  f o r  which 
o v e r t im e  da ta  a re  a v a i la b le )  and th e  e f f e c t s  o f  changes in  the p r o p o r t io n  o f  w orkers  in  h igh -w age  and low -w age in d u s t r ie s .  The 
s ea so n a l ad justm ent e l im in a te s  the e f f e c t  o f  changes th a t n o rm a lly  o ccu r a t  th e  same tim e and in  about th e  same m agn itude each y e a r .
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LRBOR FORCE. EMPLOYMENT. UNEMPLOYMENT
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

1. LABOR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT
____  CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE
____ TOTAL EMPLOYMENT
....  NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT

THOUSANOS

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972

2. TOTAL EMPLOYMENT
____  ADULT MEN
____ AOULT WOMEN
.... TEENAGERS

THOUSANDS

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972

3. UNEMPLOYMENT
ALL CIVILIAN WORKERS 
FULL-TIME WORKERS 
MARRIED MEN

THOUSANOS
6 0 0 0

5 0 0 0

4 0 0 0

3 0 0 0

2000

1000

4. UNEMPLOYMENT
____  ADULT MEN
____ ADULT WOMEN
.... TEENAGERS

THOUSANDS

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

5- UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 6- UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
ALL CIVILIAN WORKERS ____  TEENAGERS
STATE INSURED * ____ ADULT WOMEN
MARRIEO MEN ....  ADULT MEN

PERCENT

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972

7. UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 8. UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

____  NEGRO AND OTHER RACES
____ WHITE

PERCENT

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972

____  PART-TIME WORKERS
____ FULL-TIME WORKERS

PERCENT

# State insured unemployment rate pertains to the week including the 12th of the month and represents the insured unemployed under 
State programs as a percent of average covered employment. The figures are derived from administrative records of unemployment insurance 

systems.
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UNEMPLOYMENT
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

9 . UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 10. UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
BLUE COLLRR WORKERS 
SERVICE WORKERS 
WHITE COLLRR WORKERS

PERCENT
9.0

8.0

7.0

6. 0

5.0

4.0

3.0

2.0

l .0

____  CONSTRUCTION
____ MANUFACTURING

PERCENT

1963 1964 1965 1966 196*7 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972

1 1 . AVERAGE DURATION 
OF UNEMPLOYMENT

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972

12. UNEMPLOYMENT BY REASON
____  J08 LOSERS
____ REENTRANTS
.... NEW ENTRANTS
____  JOB LEAVERS

THOUSANDS

1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972
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NONflGRI CULTURAL EMPLOYMENT AND HOURS
ESTABLISHMENT DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

13. EMPLOYMENT
____  TOTRL NONflGRI CULTURAL
____ SERVICE-PRODUCING
.... GOODS-PROOUCJNG
____  MANUFACTURING

THOUSANDS

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 I960 1969 1970 1971 1972

14 . MAN-HOURS
____  TOTAL PRIVATE NONflGRI CULTURAL
____ PRIVATE SERVICE-PRODUCING
.... GOOOS-PROOUCING
____  MANUFACTURING

MILLIONS OF MAN-HOURS

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1960 1969 1970 1971 1972

15. AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 16

____  MANUFACTURING
____ TOTAL PRIVATE

HOURS

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1966 1969 1970 1971 1972

AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS 
IN MANUFACTURING

HOURS

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972

4.5

4.0

3.5

3.0

2 .5

2.0

NOTE: Charts 14 and 15 relate to production or nonsupervisory workers; chart 16 relates to production workers. Data for the 2 most 

recent months are preliminary in charts 13-16.
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VETERANS AND NONVETERANS, 20-29 YEARS
HOUSEHOLD DATA - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

17, CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 18- EMPLOYED

____  VIETNAM ERA VETERANS
____ NONVETERANS

THOUSANDS

1963 1970 1971 1972

10000

7500

5000

2500

VIETNAM ERA VETERANS 
NONVETERANS

1969 1970 1971 1972

10000

7500

5000

2500

0

19. UNEMPLOYED 20. UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

VIETNAM ERA VETERANS 
NONVETERANS

1969 1970 1971 1972

800

700

600

500

400

300

200

100

0

VIETNAM ERA VETERANS 
NONVETERANS

1969 1970 1971 1972

12.5

10.0

7 .5

5.0

2,5

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




