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THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION: MAY 1971

Employment rose moderately while the unemployment rate was essene-
tially unchanged between April and May, the U.S. Department of Labor?!s
Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. The overall unempioyment
rate was 6.2 percent, compared with 6.1 percent in April,

After rising steadily throughout 1970, the jobless rate reached a
9«year high of 6.2 percent in December. Since then, however, unemploy=
ment has shown little month4¢o-month movement, with the rate dipping in
the first 2 months of the year but subsequently returning to the December
level.

Total employment rose 265,000 in May (seasonally adjusted), returne
ing to the alltime peak reached in March 1970, Nonfarm payroll employment
also advanced over the month, with trade accounting for most of the pickup.
A small increase in manufacturing employment in May was accompanied by
a rise in the factory workweek, returning it to the March level.

Unemployment

The actual number of unemployed persons, which usually declines
between April and May, dropped 300, 000 this May to 4.4 million. After
seasonal adjustment, however, unemployment edged up by 130, 000 over the
month.

Jobless rates for most major labor force groups showed little change
in May. The rates for all adult men (4.5 percent) and for married men
(3.3 percent} were not significantly different from their April levels; both
were close to their 7-year highs reached in December 1970.

The unemployment rate for women 20 years and over, at 6.0 percent
in May, was unchanged over the month at its highest mark since October
1961. However, the rate for 20-24 year-old women continued its sharp rise

of recent months, increasing from 10.3 percent in April to 11. 5 percent in

May, the highest level in more than a decade.
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The unemployment rate for teenagers, at 17. 3 percent, also was
unchanged in May. The teenage rate has shown little change since reaching
the 17-percent mark in the fall of 1970.

The jobless rate for workers covered by State unemployment insur-
ance programs, however, moved up from 3.9 percent in March and April
to 4.3 percent in May, scasonally adjusted. After reaching a 1970 high of
4.6 percent during the automobile strike, the State insured ratc had fallen
to 3.7 percent by February.

Jobless rates in May for both Negro and white workers were about
the same as in April. At 10.5 percent, the Negro unemployment rate was
not significantly changed over the month but was up from 9.4 percent in
March and at its highest point since November 1963, Joblessness among
adult Negro women increased again in May (to 10. 6 percent), continuing the
upward trend in evidence since the beginning of the year. The rate for whites
was 5,7 percent in May, its highest level since September 1961.

The unemployment rate for full4€ime workers moved up in May to
5.8 percent. After having risen steadily throughout 1970, the full<ime
rate had held at about 5.5 percent between January and April of this year,
For part4time workers, the jobless rate was little chahged over the month
at 9.2 percent.

Among the major industry divisions, the unemployment rate for
construction workers, which had dipped to 9.6 percent in April, rose to
11, 2 percent in May, a return to its January-March levels. In manufacturing,
thc jobless rate was about unchanged for the third consecutive month, contin-
uing below late 1970 highs.

Among occupation groups, unemployment rates in May were up for
sales workers (from 4.5 to 5.5 percent) and nonfarm laborers (from 10,2
to 11.5 percent). For craftsmen and foremen, on the other hand, the job-
less rate edged down for the second straight month, to 4.1 percent in May.

The average duration of joblessness lengthened in May, »rimarily
reflecting a sizeable increase in very long+term unemployment. The number
of persons unemployed 27 or more weeks rose by 150, 000 over the month to
580, 000, seasonally adjusted, the highest level since May 1963. The average
(mean) duration of joblessness increased from 10.9 weeks in April to 11.5
weeks in May, nearly 2 full weeks above the 1970 high reached in December.
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The number of persons whose unemployment stemmed from the loss

of their last job remained virtually unchanged in May at 2.3 million, down
225,000 from the recent high of December. Joblessness among persons
with no previous work history, however, moved up in May to about 750, 000;
since December, this group of jobseekers has increased by 150, 000.

The number of persons who worked part time for economic reasons
in nonagricultural industries but wanted full4ime jobs totaled 2.5 million
in May, seasonally adjusted, about the same as the April level and the
8-year high reached in December. However, the ratio of labor force time
lost by persons working part time involuntarily as well as by the unemployed
rose from 6.4 percent in April to 6.8 percent in May, after showing little
change over the past 5 months. (Labor force time lost is a measure of
man-hours lost to the economy through unemployment and involuntary part-
time employment taken as a percent of total man-hours offered by those in
the labor force.)

Civilian Labor Force and Total Employment

There were 83.1 million persons in the civilian labor force in May,
about 200, 000 more than in April. After allowance for seasonal changes,
the labor force was up nearly 400,000 over the month. The May increase
brought the civilian labor force to its highest level on record, almost
300, 000 above the previous high reached in January of this year.

Adult men accounted for nearly half of the May gain, also bringing
their labor force to a new high. Adult men have accounted for nearly half
of the 1. 4 million overthe~year gain in the civilian labor force as well,
largely reflecting the net return of young men who had been in the armed
forces.

Total employment rose by 265,000, seasonally adjusted, in May, as
an increase in nonagricultural employment more than offset a decline in
agriculture. The over-the-month gain brought total employment to nearly
79. 0 million, equaliug its alltime peak reached in March 1970 and well
above the 1970 low of last June.

Employment of adult men in May, at 45.7 million(seasonally adju-
sted), was half a n.'lillion above the recent 2-year low reached in February
and slightly above the alltime high of March 1970. In contrast, employment

of adult women, at 26.9 million in May, was still below the record level
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reached this past January.

Industry Payroll Employment

The number of wage and salary workers on nonagricultural payrolls
was 70,8 million in May, 420, 000 more than in April. The increase was
slightly greater than the usual April-May pickup, and, after seasonal
adjustment, payroll employment was up 130,000, This was the first job
gain since January, following 3 months of little change, and returned
employment to the level of last May. However, payroll employment was
still more than 400, 000 off the alltime peak reached in March 1970,

More than half of the April-May rise in payroll employment took place
in trade, with smaller increases occurring in manufacturing, State and local
government, transportation and public utilities, and finance, insurance and
real estate. These increases were partially offset by small declines in
construction and in services,

The May employment advance in trade (75, 000) followed 3 months of
virtually no job growth. Over the year, some 260, 000 jobs have been added
to trade payrolls,

The small increase in manufacturing employment in May (30, 000)
was the industry?s first job pickup this year and follow.ed a month of no
change in April. Prior to April, factory employment had declined almost
steadily since late 1969, dropping by l. 6 million over the period. The over-
the-month rise took place almost entirely in durable goods, particularly in
the electrical equipment industry. Employment in nondurable goods
industries was virtually unchanged, as a job loss in the food industry largely
offset small gains in several other industries.

Employment in both finance, insurance and real estate and State and
local government increased by about 200, 000 each in May, and there was
a 10, 000 pickup in transportation and public utilities. The increase in State
and local government was a continuation of the growth pattcrn that has
prevailed for many years; over the May 1970-May 1971 period, employment

in this sector rose by 440,000, by far the largest increase of any major

sector.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



5

In construction, employment edged down by 20,000 between April and
May, following gains in the previous 2 months. Employment in this indus-
try was 80,000 below its year-earlier level and 225, 000 below its peak
reached in December 1969,

Hours of Work

The workweek for all rank-and-file workers on private nonagricultural
payrolls was unchanged in May at 37.0 hours (seasonally adjusted), the
third consecutive month at this level. The average workweek has remained
on a virtual plateau since the fall of 1970, Over-<the-month increases in
manufacturing, transportation and public utilities, and finance, insurance
and real estate offset declines in contract construction and services,

In manufacturing, seasonally adjusted weekly hours moved up by
0.2 hour in May to 39.9 hours, after dropping an equal amount between
March and April. The May workweek was near last summer?s level (before
the automobile strike) but was a full hour below the recent high reached in
March 1969. Since the beginning of this year, factory hours have not
shown a consistent trend.

The May increase in the factory workweek occurred primarily in the
durable goods sector, particularly in primary metals, fabricated metal
products, and machinery. The increase returned the durable goods work-
week to 40.5 hours, seasonally adjusted, the same as in March and the
highest level since last summer. In nondurable goods, the workweek
edged up 0.1 hour to 39. 3 hours, also one of the highest levels since the
summer of 1970, .

Factory overtime, at 2,8 hours seasonally adjusted, was at the same
level for the third consecutive month, near the 7-year low reached in late
1970. Overtime hours have remained within the narrow range of 2.7 - 2.9
hours since the fall of 1970.

Earnings

Average hourly carnings of rank-and<ile workers on private nonagri-
cultural payrolls were $3.40 in May, up 2 cents from April. Compared
with a year ago, hourly carnings have risen by 20 cents or 6.3 percent.

As a result of an increase of 0.2 hour in the workweek (before seasonal
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adjustment) and the rise in hourly earnings, average weekly earnings in-
creased by $1.4l over the month to $125.46. Advances in weekly earnings
occurred in all major industry divisions with the exception of services.
Compared with May 1970, average weekly earnings were up by $7.06 or
6.0 percent. During the latest 12-month period for which Consumer Price

Index data are available--April 1970 to April 1971-the index rose by 4.3

percent.

This release presents and analyzes statistics
from two major surveys. Data on labor force, total
employment, and unemployment are derived from the
sample survey of households conducted and tabulated
by the Bureau of the Census for the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Statistics on industry employment, hours,
and earnings are collected by State agencies from
payroll records of employers and are tabulated by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics. A description of the two
surveys appears in the BLS publication Employment

and Earnings.
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Table A-1: Employment status of the noninstitutional population by sex and age

(in thousaods)

Seasonally adjusted

. , and May Apr. May May Apr, Mar. Feb. Jan,

Employment stacus, age, and sex 1971 1971 1970 1971 1971 1971 1971 1971
Tota!

Total 1abor OLCE . o - v v v vt et 85,954 85,780 84,968 87,028 86,665 86,405 86,334 86,873

Civilian labor force .« .« o cvveunevnannn. 83,104 82,898 81,741 84,178 83,783 83,475 83,384 83,897

Employed . ...... 78,709 78,204 78,357 78,961 78,698 78,475 78,537 78,864
abriculcs e 72’28; 72’25 e 72’ ff.g 7?’333 72’3(2)3 72’23
Nonagricultural industries 75,111 s ’ 75,503 s s B ’

On part time for economic reasons . . . ... 2: 183 2,230 1,951 2,504 2,494 2,455 2,458 2,484
Usually work full time 1,102 1,242 1,116 1,219 1,309 1,242 1,227 1,377
Usually work part time . . 1,081 988 835 1,285 1,185 1,213 1,231 1,107

Unemployed. . . .. ..ovvieeeetnennn 4,39 4,694 3,384 5,217 5,085 5,000 4,847 5,033

Men, 20 years and over
Civilian labor force. . « v o v e vevneenann. 47,684 47,565 47,067 47,893 47,703 47,425 47,239 47,480

Employed 45,780 45,494 45,664 45,737 45,625 45,411 45,237 45,425
Agriculeure ... ...l 2,546 2,518 2,696 2,460 2,476 2,439 2,347 2,435
Nonagricultural industries . . . . 43,234 42,976 42,968 43,277 43,149 42,972 42,890 42,990

Unemployed. . ..o vvvenennenanannn, 1,904 2,070 1,403 2,156 2,078 2,014 2,002 2,055

Women, 20 years and over
Civilian labor farce 28,567 28,572 28,033 28,586 28,489 28,594 28,645 28,855

Employed ... ....... 27,058 26,978 26,828 zé,ggg 26,791 26,938 27,051 27,211
Agricultuze . 608 535 634 583 539 551 544
Nonagricultueal industries ............ 26,450 26,444 26,194 26,318 26,208 26,399 26,500 26,667

Unemployed. . . . ... .00 1,509 1,593 1,205 1,729 1,698 1,656 1,5% 1,644

Both sexes, 16-19 years
Civilian labor force 6,853 6,761 6,641 7,699 7,591 7,456 7,500 7,562

Employed .. ........ 5,872 5,731 5,865 6,367 6,282 6,126 6,249 6,228
Agriculeure .. .. ... oLl 444 452 396 459 499 418 431 434
Nonagricultural induseries . ........... 5,428 5,279 5,469 5,908 5,783 5,708 5,818 5,79

Unemployed. « . oo vvvrenneneannnnns 981 1,030 776 1,332 1,309 1,330 1,251 1,334

Table A-2: Full- and part-time status of the civilian labor force by sex and age
(Numbers in thousands)
Seasonally adjusted
Full- and parc-time
emp lwn::; :‘ e > €K May May May Apr. Mar. Feb, Jan, May
1970 1971 1971 1971 1971 1971 1971 1970
Full time
Total, 16 years and over:

Civitian 1abor force. « v v vveevneanennn. 70,601 69,383 72,338 71,810 71,351 71,627 71,710 71,005
Employed 66,968 66,541 68,156 67,896 67,410 67,765 67,766 67,726
Unemployed. . . v e oo vvereernnnnnns 3,633 2,842 4,182 3,914 3,941 3,862 3,944 3,279
Unemployment rate . .. .............. 5.1 4.1 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.4 5.5 4.6

Men, 20 years and over:

Civilian labor force. . . ... ... 45,299 44,742 45,619 45,326 45,055 45,048 45,138 45,013
Employed . ............. 43,521 43,423 43,652 43,434 43,217 43,202 43,272 43,554
Unemployed ....... 1,778 1,319 1,967 1,892 1,838 1,846 1,866 1,459
Unemployment fat€ . . ..o ovvvenunnnn. 3.9 2.9 4.3 4,2 4,1 4.1 4.1 3.2

Women, 20 years and over:

Civilian labor force. . . oo e v vonnuannn.. 22,264 21,705 22,493 22,448 22,349 22,599 22,575 21,895
Employed .. ...oviviieiiianninnn. 21,018 20,695 21,039 21,130 21,013 21,331 21,269 20,716
Unemployed 1,246 1,010 1,454 1,318 1,336 1,268 1,306 1,174
Unemploymeat rate . .o cvnvevninn 5.6 4.7 6.5 5.9 6.0 5.6 5.8 5.4

Part time
Toral, 16 years and over:

Civilian labor force . . 12,503 12,358 11,731 11,853 12,092 11,747 12,291 11,488
E-elw;ydd- “en 11,742 11,816 10,650 10,739 11,038 10,727 11,156 10,721
Unemp e 761 542 1,081 1,114 1,054 1,020 1,135 767
Unemployment eate 6.1 4.4 9.2 9.4 8.7 8.7 9.2 6.7
NOTE: Persons on part-time schedules for fuded in the full p Y: ployed p are alk d by wheth king full- or
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Table A-3: Major unemployment indicators

(Persons 16 years and over)

Thousands of persons

S ty adj d rates of ploy
A unemployed
Selected categories .
May May May Apr, Mar, Feb, Jan, May
1971 1970 1971 1971 1971 1971 1971 1970
Total (all civilian workers) . .. ........... 4,39 3,384 6.2 6.1 6.0 5.8 6.0 4,9
Men, 20 years and over . . ... ... ... 1,904 1,403 4.5 4.4 4,2 4,2 4.3 3.4
Women, 20 years and over . .. . - ... ... 1,509 1,205 6.0 6.0 5.8 5.6 5.7 4.9
Both sexes, 16-19yeats . .. ... ........ 981 776 17.3 17,2 17.8 16.7 17.6 14.2
White . ... . 3,589 2,783 5.7 5.6 5.6 5.3 5.6 4.5
Negro and other races .. . .. ERRERRIIER 806 601 10.5 10.0 9.4 9.6 9.5 7.9
Marriedmen. « oo oonve i 1,149 877 3.3 3.1 3.2 3.2 3.3 2.5
Full-time workers . .. ................. 3,633 2,842 5.8 5.5 5.5 5.4 5.5 4.6
Part-time workers . ... ... .o aon e 761 542 9.2 9.4 8.7 8.7 9.2 6.7
Uncmployed 15 weeks andover! . . ... . ... .. 1,310 660 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 .7
Seate insured? ...l 2,270 1,689 4.3 3.9 3.9 3.7 3.7 3.6
Labor force time dost3 . ... ... ... ... - - 6.8 6.4 6.5 6.3 6.4 5.5
Occupationt
White-collar workers . .. ............... 1,254 943 3.7 3.8 3.7 3.5 3.5 2.8
Professional and techaical . ... ........ 322 204 3.2 3.3 3.4 3.3 3.0 . 2.0
Managers, officials, and proprietors . . . . . . 125 93 1.5 1.6 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.2
Clericalworkers . .. ..o 577 477 4.8 5.2 4.9 4,7 4.9 3.9
Sales workers . ... 230 170 5.5 4.5 4.4 3.9 4,1 4,3
Blue-collat workers . .. ......... ... ... 1,949 1,601 7.5 7.4 7.4 7.4 7.6 6.0
Craftsmen and foremen . . . . ........... 398 385 4,1 4.5 4.9 4.3 5.1 3.9
Operatives . .. ..cvvevonnunrannn 1,141 920 8.8 8.6 8.4 8.4 8.6 6.7
Nonfarm laborers. . . ................ 410 296 11.5 10.2 10.0 11.3 10.6 9.1
Service workers .. ... ...l 631 434 6.4 6.3 6.0 5.9 6.4 5.0
Famworkers . . .. ....... ... .o 36 70 1.9 1.8 2.2 3.2 3.2 3.4
Industry?
Nonagricultural private wage and salary
workersS ... ...l 3,453 2,718 6.5 6.3 6.4 6.1 6.4 5.2
CONSERUCHION -« v vvmneve s e 336 355 11.2 9.6 10.9 11.0 11.2 12.0
Manufacturing . . . ... ..o 1,313 1,031 6.9 7.0 6.9 6.8 7.2 5.2
Durable goods . ....... 786 558 7.2 7.5 7.3 7.1 7.2 4.9
Nondurable goods . . . .............. 527 473 6.4 6.3 6.4 6.4 7.1 5.6
Transp ion and public ucilities . . ... .. 181 126 4.4 4.0 3.3 4.0 4.6 3.1
Wholesale and retail trade . . .. . ... ... .. 887 620 6.9 6.5 6.7 6,2 6.1 5.2
Finance and service industries . ........ 712 568 5.1 5.3 5.3 4.8 5.0 4.2
Government wage and salary workers. . . .. ... 299 210 3.0 2.8 2,8 2.6 2.9 2.2
Agricultural wage and salary workers . . . .. .. 59 73 7.5 6.1 6.5 9.4 9.0 9.5
 Unemployment rate calculated as a percent of civilian labor force. 4Unempl by includes all d loyed persons, whereas

Zlns\ued unemployment under State programs~unemployment rate calculated as a percent

of average covered employmeat.

3Man-hours lost by the loyed and persons on parc time for economic reasons as
percent of potentially available labor force man-hours.

Table

A-4: Unemployed persons 16 years and over by duration of unemployment

(In thousands)

that by industry covers only unemployed wage and salary workers.

3includes miniag, aot shown separacely.

Seasonally adjusted
Duracion of unemployment May May May Apr. Mar, Feb, Jan. May
1971 1970 1971 1971 1971 1971 1971 1970
Lesschan Sweeks . . . . ... ... .. ... ... 1,850 1,744 2,276 2,276 2,116 2,154 2,322 2,145
Stoldweeks . ... 1,235 980 1,519 1,560 1,649 1,595 1,624 1,205
15 weeks andover . .. ... ... .. PN 1,310 660 1,202 1,071 1,107 1,068 1,079 606
15t026 weeks ... ... 768 416 622 641 651 614 666 346
27 weeksandover .. ... ... .a. .. 542 243 580 430 456 455 413 260
Average (mean) duration, in weeks . ... ... .. 12,5 9.6 1.5 10.9 10.8 10.4 10.4 8.8
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Table A-5:

Unemployed persons by reason for

(Numbers in thousands)

unemployment

Seasonally adjusted
Reason for unemployment May May Wy Apr. Mar. Feb. Jan, May
1971 1970 1971 1971 1971 1971 1971 1970
Number of unemployed
Lost hstjob....'... ................ 2,133 1,658 2,311 2,281 2,185 2,288 2,281 1,796
Lefelast job o oo o vvevcennnenenanns 509 447 618 606 594 652 643 543
Reentered labor force + v oo oo ve s [P 1,234 944 1,527 1,460 1,537 1,296 1,497 1,168
Never worked before « oo oo vvvunn PPN 519 333 740 688 678 589 644 475
Percent distribution
Total unemployed . . . .. EER AR sesvessse 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Lost lastjob . v o0vnennn 48.6 49.0 44.5 45.3 43.8 47.4 45,0 45.1
Left lastjob «.v0vens Cesetcerecnan 11.6 13.2 11.9 12.0 11.9 13.5 12,7 13.6
Reentered labor force . v o v v v o0 Cresnes 28.1 27.9 29.4 29.0 30.8 26.9 29,6 29.3
Never worked before. v oo v v vvu v ces 11.8 9.9 14,2 13.7 13.6 12.2 12.7 11.9
Unemployed as a percent of the
civilian labor force
Lostlastjob..vveieereecnnanaannes 2.5 2.0 2.7 2.7 2.6 2,7 2,7 2.2
Left 1ASEJOb v vvr e ennnneenennennns 6 .5 .7 .7 .7 .8 .8 .7
Reentered labor force. v v v v v v v s e vevonns 1.5 1.2 1.8 1.7 1.8 1.6 1.8 1.4
Never worked before .. .. o0 beesseserns .6 4 .9 .3 .8 .7 .8 .6
Table A-6: Unemployed persons by age and sex
Thousands of persons Percent Seasonally adjusted unemployment rates
looking for
Age and sex full-time
wotk
May May Ma¥ Apr. Mar, Feb. Jan. May
1971 1970 . | May 1971 1971 1971 1971 1971 1971 1970
Total, 16 years andover .. .......... 4,39 3,384 82.7 6.2 6.1 6.0 5.8 6.0 4.9
l6ol9years......ovnnnninnn 981 776 62.1 17.3 17.2 17.8 16.7 17.6 14,2
16 and'17 yeats .. ..ol 454 368 42.3 19.0 18.3 18.8 17.4 20.3 15.9
18 and 19 years ............... 527 408 79.1 16.7 15.8 17.2 16.1 16.0 13.5
c02fyears. . ..o 1,067 721 87.9 11.1 10.4 10.0 9.4 9.7 8.1
25 yearsandover . ... c.oiian . 2,346 1,886 88.9 0 4.0 4.0 3.9 4.0 3.3
Bwsdyears Lo 1,871 1,466 90.6 1 4.2 4.2 4.0 4.1 3.3
S5yearsandover..........nnne 476 420 82.1 6 3.6 3.3 3.6 3.6 3.2
Males, 16 years andover . . .......... 2,453 1,843 85.9 6 5.3 5.3 5.2 5.4 4.3
16t019years. . ..o vvten.. 550 440 59.8 6 16.5 17.0 16.2 17.6 14.8
16and 17 years « oo v vvvenneennn 248 222 40.3 5 18.5 18.4 17.3 19.8 16.3
18and 19years . ... ivivini .. 302 219 75.8 0 2.9 16.0 15.3 15.7 13.8
200 24years. ... ieeee ]| 592 383 90.4 8 10.5 10.0 9.7 10.4 7.7
25years And OVEr « v e v o v i v e onanan 1,312 1,019 9.7 6 3.5 3.4 3.4 3.5 2.8
2500 SAYEAIS v v v it i i 1,006 756 97.7 6 3.4 3.4 3.2 3.4 2.7
SSyeatsandover. . ... .0.u..n 305 263 84.9 5 3.7 3.5 3.9 3.8 3.0
Females, 16 years andover .......... [ 1,941 1,541 78.6 7.3 7.2 6.8 6.9 5.8
160 19years. . oo v ernnin e 432 335 64.8 18.2 18.8 17.2 17.7 13.5
16and17years .o .o viv s 206 146 44,7 17.9 19.4 17.5 21.0 15.3
1Band19years . .« .vv v i 225 189 83.6 16.9 18.5 17.0 16.4 13.0
2000 24 YEaIS . « v v vt i 475 338 84,6 10.3 10.1 9.1 9.0 8.6
25yearsandover ........00.e... ] 1,034 867 81.6 5.0 5.0 4.8 4.9 4,1
25t054y€ars .. iuiu i 863 710 82.6 5.5 5.6 5.3 5.2 4,3
55 years andover . ... ..l L 171 157 76.6 3.4 3.1 3.1 3.3 3,5
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Table B-1: Employees on nonagricultural payrolls, by industry,

(In thousands)

Seasonally adjusted

Change from
May Apr. Mar. May Change frc
Industry 1971 | 1971P 1971 1970 May Apr. Mar.
Apr. May 1971P | 1971P 1971 Apr.
1971 1970 1971
TOTAL . . ... ... .. ... . ... 70,775 70,356} 69,875 70,780 419 * -5 70,826 70,696| 70,659 130
GOODS-PRODUCING 22,451 22,279] 22,091 23,396 172 -945 22,594 22,5821 22,550 12
MINING - v cv v vevnnnineenn 625 617 608 620 8 5 625 623 624 2
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION. . . . . 3,264 3,156 2,955 3,344 108 -80 3,271 3,291 3,254 -20
MANUFACTURING . . . ..o oo 18,562 18,506 18,528 19,432 56 -870 18,698 18,6681 18,672 30
Production workers . 13,430 13,374 13,372 14,061 56 -631 13,541 13,518 13,496 23
DURABLE GOODS + + ¢ vt v e vnnnn 10,598 10,564 10,569 11,352 34 -754 10,631 10,4041 10,607 27
Production workers . 7,609 7,575 7,563 8,164 34 -555 7,629 7,607 7,592 22
Ordnance and accessories. « . .. 197.2 197.6 201.2 254, 1 <. 4 -56.9 198 198 201 0
[.umber and wood products. . . .. . 577.2 564.0 562.5 579.2 13,2 -2.0 580 574 576 6
Furniture and fixtures .. .. ... . 453, 8 448 .3 447.8 451.4 5.5 2.4 459 453 451 6
Stone, clay, and glass products . . 625.6 619.5 608. 4 638.0 0.1 -12.4 626 624 623 2
Primary mecal industries ... ... 1,265.7 | 1,262.31,257.5 11,319.4 3.4 -53.7 1,256 1,256 1,256 0
Fabricated metal products. . .. .. 1,332.0 1,331.7§1,301.3 1,385.6 .3 -53.6 1,340 1, 340 1,309 0
Machinery, except electrical . ... [ 1,778.6 1,788.711,805.6 2,006.4 -10.1 -227.8 1,777 1,782 1,795 -5
Flectrical equipment v . o v v v v W 1,777.9 1,767.7]1,782.0 1,932.5 10. 2 -154,.6 1,799 1,786 1,793 13
Transportation equipment . , .. .. 1,752.3 1,757.4(1,775.7 1,897.2 -5.1 -144,9 1,752 1,754 1,763 -2
Instruments and related products . 430.3 426, 1 429.0 465.5 4.2 -35.2 433 428 129 5
Miscellaneous manufacturing . . . . 407.6 400. 2 398.3 422. 4 7.4 -14.8 411 409 411 2
NONDURABLE GOODS ++ + e v v v vann 7,964 7,942 7,959 8,080 22 -116 8,067 8,064 8, 065 3
Production workers . 5,821 5,799 5,809 5,897 22 -76 5,912 5,911 5,904 1
Food and kindred products ... .. 1,690.2 1,687.9(1,692.0 1,736.7 2.3 -46.5 1,757 1,769 1,777 -12
Tobacco manufactures « v . . ... . 65.5 66.2 67.7 70.8 -7 -5.3 75 75 74 0
Textile mill products. ... ..... 940. 0 938.2 939.1 967.2 1.8 ~27.2 944 942 942 2
Apparel and other textile products 1,390.5 1,380.3]1,390.8 1,372.4 10.2 18.1 1,393 1,391 1,384 2
Paper and allied products . . . ... 685.2 686.9 687.3 707.8 -LT -22.6 691 694 694 -3
Printing and publishing .. .. ... 1,087.7 { 1,086.2[1,091.3 |1,102.3 1.5 -14.6 1,093 1,087 1,092 6
Chemicals and allied produces. .. 1,034.3 1,032.6{1,029.7 1,058.3 L7 -24.0 1,036 1,032 1,032 4
Petroleum and coal products . . . . 190. 4 189.1 188.5 191.9 L.3 -1.5 191 191 193 0
Rubber and plastics products, nec 565.9 558.6( 557.5 543.2 7.3 22.7 570 563 561 7
Leather and leather products. . . . 314.6 316.0( 315.1 329.2 | -l.4 -14.6 317 320 316 -3
SERVICE-PRODUCING . 48, 324 48,0771 47,784 47,384 247 940 48,232 48,114} 48,109 118
TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC
UTILITIES .. ..o iie i 4,489 4,450 4,457 4,469 39 20 4,498 4,486 4,516 12
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE. 15, 140 15,015} 14,831 14,878 125 262 15,232 15,155| 15,151 77
WHOLESALE TRADE « « c o v o v aaann 3,859 3,831 3,834 3,813 28 46 3,906 3,881 3,884 25
RETAIL TRADE v v vvvvneannasnns 11,281 11,184 10,997 11,065 97 216 11,326 11,274 11,267 52
FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND
REAL ESTATE . ........0ucn 3,776 3,751 3,727 3,670 25 106 3,784 3,766 3,753 18
SERVICES ..o v v iiiieinanan 11,856 11,798 11,697 11,641 58 215 11,785 11,798 11,803 -13
GOVERNMENT . ..... 13,063 13,063F 13,072 12,726 0 337 12,933 12,909 12,886 24
FEDERAL «v+vevvevanns . 2,662 2,662 2,649 2,765 -103 2,665 2,662 2,657 3
STATE AND LOCAL - -+« ... .. 10,401 10,401| 10,423 9,961 0 440 10,268 10,247| 10,229 21

p = preliminary.
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Tahle B-2; Average weekly hours of production or nonsupervisory workers'

on private nonagricuitural payrolls, by industry

Scasonally adjusted

Change from
- May Apr, Mar. May " N )
Indit e fror
e 1971 | 1971? 1971 1970 Apr. May May Apr. Mar. | ChiRe fom
1971 1970 1971p 197lp 1971 pr.
1971
TOTAL PRIVATE. ....... e 36.9 36.7 36.8 37.0 0.2 -0,.1 37.0 37.0 37.0 0.0
MINING . . ... crrerster v 42.9 42.4 42,1 42.7 .5 2 42.8 42. 4 42.9 .4
CONTRACYT CONSTRUCTION. . . .. 37.0 37.0 37.1 38.1 .0 -1,1 37.0 37.4 37.9 -.4
.
MANUFACTURING . . . . . e 39.9 39.4 39.7 39.8 .5 .1 39.9 39.7 39.9 .2
Overtime hours « + + « v s = v o v ns 2.8 2.6 2.7 2.9 .2 - 1 2.8 2.8 2.8 .0
DURABLEGOODS . ... .vvuv.n. 40.5 39.9 40, 4 40. 3 .6 .2 40.5 40,1 40,5 .4
Overtime hours . .... e 2.7 2.6 2.7 2.9 .1 we 2.8 2. 2.8 .0
Ordnance and ageessories, « o oo 41,8 41,3 41.8 40, 8 .5 1.0 41.8 416 42.1 .2
Lumber and wood products . . ... 40.5 40,1 40,0 40, 1 .4 .4 40,1 40,1 40,0 .0
Furniture and FIXIUICS « 0 v v e v v o 39.7 38.9 39.4 38,5 .8 1,2 40, 1 39,5 39.7 .6
Stone, clay, and glass products’, . 41.6 4i.1 41.3 41,5 .5 .1 41,4 41.2 41.8 .2
Primary mecal industries o ... .. 41,3 41.0 40.8 40, 4 .3 .9 41,1 40.7 40.7 .4
Fabricaged metal products, .. .. 40. 5 39,7 40.0 40.7 .8 el 40,4 40.0 40.3 .4
Machinery. except electeical oL . 40,4 40.0 40,5 41,1 .4 -7 40.4 40,0 40.2 .4
Electrical equipment v 'v o oo v v o s 39.9 39.4 39,7 39.6 .5 .3 40.0 39.8 39.8 .2
Transporation equipment « (.« o« 40. 6 39,7 41.4 40, 4 .9 W2 40,5 40,2 41.9 .3
Instruments and related products 39.8 39.5 39.7 40.0 .3 -~y 2 39.9 39.7 39.7 .2
Miscellaneous manufacturing « « .« « 38.7 38.5 38.8 38.6 .2 .1 38.8 38. 7 38.8 .1
NONDURABLE GOQDS « -« v eovene 39.2 38.8 38.9 39.0 4 .2 39.3 39.2 39.1 .1
Overtime hours + « v« + o o « PR, 2.8 2,7 2.7 2.9 .1 -1 2.9 2.9 2 .0
Food and km‘dmd products .. ... 40,2 39,7 39.9 40.5 .5 - 3 40, 4 40. 4 40. 4 .0
Tobacco manufactures v oo ov oo 38. 7 37.7 36,8 36.8 1.0 1.9 39.0 38.9 37.9 .1
Textile mill products. o oo oo v 40, 8 39,9 40, 2 39,7 .9 1.1 40.9 40, 6 40. 3 .3
Apparel and other textile products 35.1 © 34.9 35.4 35,1 .2 .0 35.1 35.0 35.2 .1
Paper and allied products. . . 4. . 42.1 41,8 41.6 41.8 .3 3 42,1 42. 2 41.8 -1
Printing and publishing .o ... . 37.6 37.3 37.5 37.6 .3 .0 37.7 37,5 37.5 2
Chemicals and allied produces. . . 41,8 41,9 41, 4 41,6 -, 1 .2 41,7 41,7 41.4 .0
Petroleum and coal praducts ., . 42.7 42.3 41,8 42.8 .4 -1 42,4 42,0 42,2 .4
Rubbeg and plastics products, nec 40. 3 39,9 39.9 39,9 .4 .4 40,4 40, 3. 40,2 .1
t.cuther and leather produces. . . '37.9 37.2 37.1 37.5 .7 .4 38.1 38.3 37.4 -2
TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC
UTILITIES .. .. .. e . 40,6 40,1 40,1 40, 4 .5 .2 40,8 40,5 40.5 .3
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE. 34.8 34,8 34.7 35,0 .0 “. 2 35,2 35.2 35.0 .0
WHOLESALE TRADE + ¢ v v ovoeanen 39.5 39,4 39,6 39.9 .1 -~ 4 39.7 39.6 39.7 1
RETAIL TRADE v cenvvovoanans 33,3 33.4 33.2 33.5 -1 -. 2 33.7 33.8 33.6 -1
FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND
REAL ESTATE ... ..rvenn .o 36.9 36.9 36.9 36,7 .0 .2 37.0 36.9 36,9 .1
SERVICES ........ ceeeeeren 33.9 34,1 34,1 34,3 -2 -4 34,1 34. 2 34,1 -1

Data relate to production workers in mining and manufacturing: to construction workers in contract construction: and to nonsupervisory workers in transportation and public

utilitics; wholesale and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and services,

nonagricutiural payrolls.

poopreliminary.
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Table B-3: Average hourly and weekly earnings of production or nonsupervisory workers'
on private nonagricultural payrolls, by industry

Average hourly carnings Average weekly earnings
bty v A M ¥ Change from Change Irom
e ay pr. ar. ay X M May Apr. Mar. May A
P p PI. ay P P pr. May
1971 1971 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 1971 1971 1970 1971 1970
TOTAL PRIVATE. .. . ....... $3.40 $3.38 $3.37 $3.20 $0.02 $0.20 $125.46 | $124.05 |$124.02 | $118.40 $1.41 $7.06
MINING . ................. 4.03 4.02 4.00 3.80 .01 .23 172.89 170.45 168.40 162.26 2.44 10.63
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION. . . . 5.58 5.51 5,51 5.10 .07 .48 206.46 203.87 204.42 193.31 2.59 12.15
g
MANUFACTURING . . ......... 3.55 3.53 3,52 3.34 .02 .21 141.65 139.08 138.74 1 132.93 2.57 8.72
DURABLE GOODS . - ... ..v.o 3.78 3.76 3.75 3.55 .02 .23 153.09 150.02 151.50 143.07 3.07 10.02
Ordnance and 4GCessories, «. . . 3.83 3.81 3.77 3.59 .02 24 160.09 157.35 157.59 146.47 2.74 12,62
Lumber and wood products. . ... 3.13 3,07 3.06 2,92 .06 .21 126.77 123.11 | 122.40 | 117.09 3.6€ 9.68
Fueniture and fixtures ... .88 2.86 2,85 2.75 .C2 .13 114.34 111.25 112.29 105.88 3.09 8.46
Stone, clay, and glass products . 3.63 3,59 3,57 3.38 .04 .25 151.01 147.55 147,44 140,27 z.46 16.74
Primary metal industries ... 4,20 4.17 4.13 3.9¢ .03 .30 173.46 170.97 168.50 | 157.56 2.49 15.90
Fabnicated metal products. « . 3.71 3.70 3.66 3.52 .01 .19 156.26 146.89 146.40 143.26 3.37 7.C00
Machinery. except electrical oo 3.9¢€ 3.95 3.93 3.77 .01 .19 159.98 158.00 159.17 154.95 1.98
Flectrseal equipment oo a oy 3.5C 3.47 2.47 3.27 .03 .23 139.€5 136.72 137.76 129.49 1.93
Transportation cquipment . . . . . 4,45 4.41 4,423 4.06 .04 .39 180.67 175.08 | 183.40 164.G2 5.5
tnstruments and related products 3.50 3.48 5.47 3.30 .02 .20 139.3 137.46 127.76 132.GC 1,84
Miscellaneous manufacturing . . . 2.94 7.95 2.94 2.81 -.01 .13 113.78 113.58 114.07 108.47 .02
HONDURABLE GOODS «+ « - v- e+ 3.24 3.23 3.21 3.05 .01 .19 127.01 125.32 124.87 118.95 1.69 2.66
Food and kindred products .. .. 3.3€ 3.38 3.34 3.16 -,02 .20 135.07 134.19 123,27 127.9%¢8 .28 7.09
Tobacco manufactures v . oo oo 3.24 3.20 3.11 2.99 .04 .25 125,39 120.64 114.45 11¢.02 4,75 1.36
Texttle mill products. .« . ... 2.57 2.55 2.5 2.43 .02 .14 104.86 161.75 102.51 6.47 5.11 8.39
Apparel and other textile products) 2,67 2,46 2.48 2.36 .61 .11 86.70 85.85 87.79 §€2.84 .es 3.86
Paper and allied products. . ... 3.63 3.61 3.60 3.40 .02 .23 152.82 150,90 149, 7€ 142.12 1.92 1¢.70
Printing and publishing ... ... 4,17 4,13 4.09 3.88 .04 .29 156.79 154.0G5 183.38 145.8¢ 2.74 10.90
Chemicals and allied products ., 3.87 3.87 3,84 3.64 [ ,23 161.77 162.15 158.98 151.42 -.38 16.235
Petroleum and coal produces . . . 4.58 4.57 4.48 4,25 .C1 .33 195,57 192.31 187.2¢ 161.90 2.26 12.67
Rubber and plastics products, nec| 3. 36 3.34 3.32 3.09 .02 .27 135.41 133.27 122.47 123,29 z.14 12.12
I.eather and leather products. . . 2.59 2.58 2.59 2.49 .01 .10 98.16 95.¢¢ 9€.0% G2.28 2.18 4,78
TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC
UTILITIES « o v v v i e i nens 4.07 4.05 4.03 3.79 .02 .28 165.60 | 162.41 161.60 153.12 2.83 12.12
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE; 2.86 2.84 2.84 2.70 .02 .16 99.53 98.83 98.55 94.50 .7C 5.C2
WHOLESALE TRADE « =« v v v unvnn 3.64 3.62 3.59 3.41 .02 .23 143.78 | 142.63 | 142.16 | 126.06 1.15 7.72
RETAIL TRADE « -+ vt rveranann 2.57 2,55 2.55 2.43 .02 14 §5.58 85.17 84.66 81.41 L4l 4,17
FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND
REAL ESTATE ............ 3.28 3.25 3.24 3.0¢4 -0z .24 121,03 119.93 119.56 111.57 1.10 9.46
SERVICES « v vv v vvmennennn 3.01 3.60 3.00 2.86C .01 .21 102.04 102.3 102.30 96.04 -.2€ 6.0C

¢
SOy eaanowe 1, table B-2.
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EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT—HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
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UNEMPLOYMENT—HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED:
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EMPLOYMENT AND HOURS-ESTABLISHMENT SURVEY
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

17. TOTAL NONRGRICULTURE 18. TOTAL PRIVRTE
: PRODUCTION OR NONSUPERVISORY WORKERS
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Note: Data for the two most recent months on charts 17-22 are preliminary.
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