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THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION: DECEMBER 1969

Employment continued to show little growth in December, while the
unemployment rate was unchanged from November at 3,4 percent, the U. S,
Department of Labor!s Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.

Nonfarm payroll employment was unchanged in December, continuing
to reflect the slowdown in the pace of employment growth which has been
evident since July, After allowance for strikes, payroll employment rose
by only 375, 000 in the second half of 1969, compared with a 1. 5 million
increase during the first half of the year; since October, payroll employment
has been at a virtual standstill, The average workweek for rank-and-file
workers and factory overtime both edged down in December and were also
well below the levels of the first half of the year,

Unemployment rates for most labor force groups in December remained
at their November levels and were below the rates of September and October,
However, jobless rates for blue-collar workers, manufacturing workers, and
the State insured unemployed have remained at or above their September and
October levels.,

Industry Payroll Employment

Total nonfarm payroll employment rose about in line with seasonal
expectations in December to a total of 71,6 million; after seasonal adjustment,
payroll employment was virtually unchanged. Modest employment gains in
State and local government (40,000) and services (25, 000) were offset by
declines in trade (40, 000), manufacturing (30,000), and construction (15, 000).

The decline in manufacturing employment in December was the fourth
successive monthly decline, although the November drop reflected a major
strike, The durable goods industries, particularly transportation equipment

and primary metals, accounted for most of the over-the-month decrease.
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Unemployment

The number of unemployed persons totaled 2, 6 million in December,
After seasonal adjustment, unemployment was unchanged over the month,
after falling substantially between October and November.

The overall unemployment rate, at 3,4 percent in December, was
unchanged from November. Rates of unemployment for adult men (2.2 per-
cent), adult women (3.4 percent), and teenagers (11,9 percent) were all
unchanged over the month, as were rates for most other labor force groups.
Among Negroes, however, the jobless rate fell from 6, 2 to 5, 5 percent, with
the improvement concentrated among adult women. The rate for Negro
workers in December was the lowest since the Korean War period,

After rising substantially in September and remaining high in October,
jobless rates for most groups have returned to the levels of late summer,
However, unemployment rates for blue-collar workers (4,3 percent), manu-
facturing workers (3.7 percent), and the State insured unemployed (2. 4 per-
cent) in December remained as high or higher than they were in the Septem-
ber-October period,

Over the year, unemployment has risen by 200,000, and the jobless
rate has inched up from its post-Korean low of 3, 3 percent. Despite the
small change in overall unemployment, the incidence of unemployment was
somewhat greater among primary workers this December than last, Jobless
rates for adult men, all full-time workers, the State insured, and blue-collar
and manufacturing workers were all higher than a year ago, On the other
hand, rates for teenagers, women, and part-time workers were unchanged

or below those of last year,

Workweeck

Average weekly hours for all rank-and-file workers on private nonfarm
payrolls rose less than usual in December. On a seasonally adjusted basis,
the average workweek edged down 0.1 hour to 37. 5 hours, as declines in trade
and finance, insurance, and real estate offset small increases in other
industries,

Since September, the average workweek has fallen by 0. 3 hour, after
remaining at 37, 8 hours for the previous 7 months. Average hours in

December were at their lowest level (except for February 1969) since the

series began in 1964.
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In manufacturing, the average workweek rose by 0.1 hour to 40, 6 hours
(seasonally adjusted) in December. Despite this slight rise, the factory
workweek remained low relative to most months in the first half of 1969,

Overtime hours in manufacturing inched down 0. 1 hour (seasonally ad-
justed) to 3.4 hours and have declined by 0. 3 hour since September. With the
exception of April 1968, overtime hours were at the lowest level in 2 years.
All of the decline in overtime hours occurred in the durable goods sector;
since September, overtime in durables has dropped by a full half hour.
Earnings

At $3.11 in December, average hourly earnings for production and
nonsupervisory workers on private payrolls were down 1 cent over the
month, A seasonal decline in trade was responsible for the drop. Over
the year, hourly earnings were up 19 cents (6. 5 percent).

Average weekly earnings rose by 25 cents in December, reflecting the
small actual rise in the workweek, Increases in mining, construction, and
manufacturing offset reduced weekly earnings in trade and finance, insurance,
and real estate. Compared with a year ago, average weekly earnings were
up by $6,87, or 6.2 percent.

Labor Force and Total Employment

The civilian labor force was 81,4 million in December, 2,3 million
more than a year ago. About half of this increase occurred among adult
women, while adult men and teenagers accounted for equal shares of the
remainder,

Total nonagricultural employment--including self-employed, unpaid
family, and private household workers--was 75, 8 million in December, not
significantly different from November after allowance for seasonal changes,
Nonagricultural emp;loyment has shown moderate growth in the last part of
1969, after rising rapidly early in the year, Agricultural employment, at
3.0 million, was also unchanged over the month (after seasonal adjustment).
Compared with December 1968, agricultural employment has declined by
300, 000,

The Year in Review

The Nation! s employment situation in 1969 was highlighted by strong
employment gains with essentially no change in unemployment. For the year

as a whole, employment rose by 2 million to 77,9 million, and the unemploy-

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



-4

ment rate inched down to 3. 5 percent, a new post-Korean War low,

Within the course of the year, however, there were several key labor
force developments, During the first part of 1969, employment rose at a
very rapid pace, and unemployment remained at or near post-Korean lows,
By the end of the year, employment growth had slowed substantially, and
joblessness was slightly above early 1969 levels,

Total employment and labor force. Total employment advanced to

77.9 million between 1968 and 1969, The 2 million year-to-year gain ex-
ceeded the increases of the previous 2 years and was similar to the extra-
ordinarily rapid employment growth achieved in 1965 and 1966, Adult women
accounted for 1.1 million of the 1969 increase, adult men 530,000, and teen-
agers 340, 000,

The advance in total employment occurred entirely in the nonagricultural
sector of the economy, as nonfarm employment rose by 2,2 million to 74, 3
million. Employment in agriculture, after remaining unchanged in 1968,
continued its long-term decline in 1969, receding by 210,000 to 3. 6 million,

The civilian labor force increased by 2 million over the year to 80,7
million, marking the largest annual increase since 1947, The bulk of the
1969 increase occurred éarly in the year, when tight labor market conditions
and favorable employment opportunities drew a large number of new workers
into the labor force. Three-fourths of this advance took place among adult
women and teenagers, The increase for adult males represented their
smallest proportion of overall labor force growth since 1966 (when there
was a decline in their civilian labor force).

Unemployment. About 2.8 million persons were unemployed in 1969,

the same as in 1968, In both years, the total number of unemployed con-
sisted of approximately 1 million adult men, 1 million adult women, and
850, 000 teenagers. Of the total, slightly more than half had lost or left
their previous job, also essentially the same as in 1968,

The number of persons unemployed for 15 weeks or longer fell by
35,000 in 1969 to 375, 000, This was the eighth consecutive year in which
the number of long-term unemployed had declined and was the lowest annual
level recorded since 1953, The average duration of joblessness for unem-

ployed workers dropped from 8.5 to 7,9 weeks in 1969.
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The overall unemployment rate of 3, 5 percent in 1969 was vir}ually
the same as the 3.6 percent rate of 1968, Rates for most major groups
in the labor force also exhibited little change between 1968 and 1969,
Unemployment rates edged down slightly for adult men (from 2.2 to 2.1
percent), teenagers (from 12,7 to 12,2 percent), and for married men
(from 1.6 to 1.5 percent). The jobless rate for adult women, at 3.7 per-
cent, was virtually unchanged from 1968, The unemployment rate for
white workers, at 3.1 percent, also was little changed from 1968, while
the Negro rate of 6,4 percent was a little lower than the 6.7 percent
figure of the previous year.

Industry developments, Total nonagricultural payroll employment

increased 2,3 million in 1969 and passed the 70 million mark for the first
time., Consistent with recent trends, the vast majority of new job growth
resulted from pickups in the service-producing industries. Within this
sector, the 1968-69 increase was concentrated in trade (560, 000), services
(510, 000), and State and local government (360, 000),

- -Considerable employment growth also occurred in the goods-producing
industries, in contrast to the experience of recent years, The number of
workers employed in manufacturing surpassed the 20 million mark on an
annual basis for the first time, but virtually all of the year!s advance took
place during the first quarter. Threc-fourths of the gain was concentrated
in the durable goods industries, The year-to-year gain in construction was
also impressive, with 140, 000 new workers added to payrolls--all of the
increase occurred in the first half of the year,

The average workweek for all production and other nonsupervisory
workers on private payrolls declined for the fourth consecutive year, edging
down .0. 1 hour in 1969 to 37,7 hours. Workweek reductions in manufacturing
(0. 1 hour) and trade (0. 4 hour) offset longer average hours in construction
(0. 6 hour) and mining (0. 4 hour).

Gross weekly earnings for the Nation! s rank-and-file workers rose
to $114,60 in 1969, a gain of $6,90 (or 6.4 percent) from 1968, The gain

was due entirely to a 19-cent rise (6.7 percent) in average hourly earnings.
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Among the major industry divisions, the sharpest rise in gross weekly

earnings--10, 1 percent--occurred in construction,

This rcelease prescents and analyzes statistics
from two major surveys, Data on labor force, total
employment, and unemployment are derived from the
sample surveys of households conducted and tabulated
by the Burcau of the Census for the Burcau of lLabor
Siatistics, Statistics on industry emplovment, hours,
and carnings are collected by State agencies frompay-
roll records of employers and are tabulated by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, A description of the two
surveys appears in the BLS publication Employment
anag Earnings,
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Table A, Employment status of the noninstitutional population
16 years and over, annual averages, 1967-69
(In thousands)

Employment status 1969 1968 1967 Change
: 1968-69 {1967-68

Total labor forcCeeeeccssesoscccoce 84,239 | 82,272 | 80,793 | 1,967 1,479
Armed fOrCeSeevesessoscccccsnsoe 3,506 | 3,535 | 3,446 - 29 89
Civilian labor forcescececcseces 80,733 | 78,737 | 77,347 1,996 1,390

Employed..Q......‘......‘.... 77’902 75,920 74’372 1’982 1’548

'Agriculture................ 3,606 3,817 3,844 - 211 - 27

. Nonagricultural industries., | 74,296 | 72,103 |70,527 | 2,193 1,576
Unemployed................... 2,831 2,817 2,975 14 - 158
Unemployment rate (percent).ecee 3.5 3.6 3.8 -1 - 2
Not in labor forceseocesecesscsces 53,602 53,291 52,527 311 764

Table B, Unemployed persons 16 years and over by duration
of unemployment, annual averages, 1967-69

1969 1968 1967
Duration of Thousands Thousands Thousands
unemployment of Percent of Percent of Percent
persons persons persons
Totaleeeeoesoa 2,831 100.0 2,817 100.0 2,975. 100.0
Less than 5 weeks.. 1,629 57.5 1,59 56.6 1,635 54,9
5 to 14 weekSesoeos - 827 29,2 810 28.8 893 30.0
15 weeks and over., 375 13.3 412 14,6 449 15,1
15 to 26 weeks,... 242 8.5 256 9.1 271 9.1
27 weeks and .
OVETeooeveasesas 133 4,7 156 5,5 177 5.9
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Table C. Major unemployment indicators, annual averages, 1964-69
(Persons 16 years and over=--in percents)

Selected categories 1969 1968 1967 1966 1965 1964

Total (all civilian workers).. | 3.5 3.6 3.8 3.8 4,5 5.2

Men, 20 years and OVereesses 2
Women, 20 years and over.... 3
Both sexes, 16-19 years..... | 12

mlite..‘....‘....00......... 3.
NonWhiteoooooooooo.ooooo.ooo 6

Married meNesceecsesovccsscccoen 1-
Full-time workerS............o 30
Part~time WOrkerSeeeecceccsccee 6
Unemployed 15 week and overc.. .
Labor force time lost.eeccooces 3.

OCCUPATION

White-collar workerSeesecseces
Professional and managerial.
Clerical WorkerS.........o..
Sales WOrkerSecessscecaceces

Blue~collar workerSeeececeecsses
Craftsmen and foremenN.ieeococes
OperativeScseeecscossescesccosse
Nonfarm laborerScececcescese

Service WOrKerScescecesceecose

Farm workerSeeecesceevecacenss
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Private nonagricultural wage
and salary workerSe.ceeeesocos 3
Constructionesesescececessseo 6
Manufacturingeececececcsceso 3

3
3

=S W

Durable g00dS.ecesoccncsce
Nondurable go0dSececceecoss
Transportation and public
utilitieSeeceecesssscccvsses 2.2
Wholesale and retail trade.. 4,1
Finance and service
indUStriesonoaoooantco.a-too 20
Government WorkerSoaooocoooooo 10
Agricultural wage and salary
Workersoooo.-..ooooooo'oo-oo 6o0 6.3 609 6'6 7.3 9.3
1/ For 1964-65, unemployment rates by industry are for persons 14 years and
over.
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Table D. Employees on nonagricultural payrolls by industry,
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annual averages, 1967-69
(In thousands)

Change
Industry 1969 1/) 1968 | 1967 [T968-69 [ 1967-68
Totaleesesssecsecsacsses | 70,139 | 67,860 | 65,857 2,279 2,003
Private SectOTeecsessescccceossssss | 57,911 | 56,015 | 54,459 1,896 1,556
Mining....-..o--....-........... 628 610 613 18 -3
Contract constructioNesssseeeoss | 3,410 | 3,267} 3,208 143 59
ManufaCturingooooo.ooo.oooooo.oo 20,121 19,768 19’447 353 321
Durable g00dScecesccsccesssass | 11,881 | 11,624 | 11,439 257 185
OrdnancCeeecscccscesescscscsce 328 342 317 - 13 24
Lumberooooo-oo.o-o.ooooooooo 600 598 597 2 1
Furnitureo.ocqoooooooooooo.o 492 474 455 18 19
Stone, clay, and glasS.secse 661 637 628 24 9
Primary metal industries.... 1,350 | 1,314} 1,322 36 - 8
Fabricated metal products... | 1,454 | 1,394 | 1,363 61 31
Machineryeeeeesecscecssecses 2,007 1,961 1,970 46 -9
Electrical equipmentececececes 2,038 1,982} 1,959 56 23
Transportation equipment.... 2,036 2,028] 1,949 8 80
InstrumentSececssesscescsces 470 460 451 10 9
Miscellaneous manufacturing., 444 435 428 10 6
Nondurable g00dSeesscsecssssse 8,240 | 8,144 8,008 96 136
FOOdeeaeoeocencsscscesssscane 1,792 1,781 1,786 11 -6
TObaCCOeaasosesesescecccscns 81 84 87 -3 -3
TextileS.oooo-ooﬂooc.ooco.oo 987 991 959 -3 32
Apparel..ccececccscsaccscccece 1,418 1,408 1,398 10 10
PapPEYrececaceccececnccscences 716 693 679 24 13
Printing and publishing..e.e 1,086 1,063 ] 1,048 23 15
ChemicalSeeeeesacscccccnccce 1,049 1,026 1,001 23 25
Petroleum...........-....... 184 187 183 - 3 4
Rubber.icececsascacscscscacanse 581 557 516 24 41
Leather..................... 345 356 351 - 10 5
Transportation and public
UtilitieSceeeesseesscncessccsses 4,449 | 4,313 | 4,261 136 52
Wholesale and retail trade...... | 14,644 | 14,081 | 13,606 563 475
Finance, insurance, and
real estatecccscecevcccscncese 3,558 3,383 3,225 175 158
ServiceSeeceecsscccecsscsesassss |11,102 | 10,592 | 10,099 510 493
GovernmeNnteeceecsccsscscosecccseees | 12,227 | 11,846 | 11,398 381 448
Federaluo-ooooooocooooaooccooooo 2’756 2,737 2,719 19 18
State and localacooooooooonoooo' 9’471 9,109 8’679 362 430

1/ Preliminary.
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Table A-I:

Employment status of the noninstitutional population by sex and age

(In thousands)

Seasonally adjusted
Employment status, age, and sex Dec. Nov, Dec. Dec. Nov. Oct. Sept. Aug.
1969 1969 1968 1969 1969 1969 1969 1969
Total
Total 1abor FOLCE « - v v v v e e ee e eains 84,856 84,920 82,618 85,029 84,788 85,014 84,902 84,584
Civilinn 1abOL fOLCE = oo v v oo enrcnenns 81,416 81,427 79,118 81,589 81,295 81,486 81,359 81,054

EMPIOYEd « v v v o ene e eaeas 78,788 78,716 76,700 78,779 78,497 78,325 78,127 78,187
Agriculture . ... vvivoieee s 2,984 3,322 3,279 3,505 3,429 3,332 3,458 3,634
Nonagricultural industries . ........... 75,805 75,395 73,421 75,274 75,068 74,993 74,669 74,553

On past time for economic reasons . - - - - - 1,719 1,679 1,558 1,841 1,827 1,931 1,982 2,001
Usually work full time . ... .. .0 oo -+ 986 937 835 1,029 981 1,021 1,091 1,065
Usually work part time . ........... 733 742 723 812 846 919 891 936

Unemployed. . ......... .. ... PN 2,628 2,710 2,419 2,810 2,798 3,161 3,232 2,867

Men, 20 years ond over
Civiling 18bOr fOrCE . « o v v o oo v e v v s onn 46,429 46,451 45,881 46,618 46,489 46,552 46,568 46,507

Employed ..o ovvernneennnn- 45,378 45,542 45,008 45,607 45,487 45,424 45,442 45,551
Agriculture . .. voiiienn ., 2,324 2,447 2,559 2,510 2,479 2,531 2,570 2,693
Nonsgricultural industries 43,054 43,094 42,449 43,097 43,008 42,893 42,872 42,858

Unemployed. . .« vvervennneeeneeenns 1,052 909 873 1,011 1,002 1,128 1,126 956

Women, 20 years and over
Civilian labor farce ... ovvvrvenernnnn 28,229 28,188 27,024 27,892 27,660 27,817 27,686 27,677

EmPloyed o c oo evvnnnuaennananenn 27,389 27,194 26,205 26,932 26,695 26,711 26,519 26,622
Agticultuee . . . .. .. Ll 446 565 498 646 562 514 511 578
Noaagricultural industries ............ 26,943 26,630 25,707 26,286 26,133 26,197 26,008 26,044

Unemployed. . ..o ovvvrnnnnnnn ceeas 840 994 818 960 965 1,106 1,167 1,055

Both sexes, 16-19 years
Civilian laborforce. . .. ... ..o inane. 6,757 6,788 6,214 7,079 7,146 7,117 7,105 6,870

Employed « ccovvvevnennneennnns 6,022 5,980 5,486 6,240 6,315 6,190 6,166 6,014
Agriculture <. .o .ohen e 214 310 221 349 388 287 377 363
Nonagricuitucal industries 5,808 5,670 5,265 5,891 5,927 5,903 5,789 5,651

Uneaployed. . .- v voveverennaanonans 736 807 728 839 831 927 939 856

Table A-2: Full- and part-time status of the civilian labor force by sex and age
{Numbers in thousands)
Seasonally adjusted
Full- and part-time
eﬂploym::; :z;:\n, sexe Dec. Dec. Dec. Nov, Oct. Sept. Aug. July
1969 1968 1969 1969 1969 1969 1969 1969
Full time
Total, 16 years and over:

Civilisa labor force. . . . . R, .. 69,204 67,610 70,449 70,161 70,153 70,271 70,108 69,818
Employed .. .....coo0unn sensecas 67,300 65,944 68,270 68,022 67,896 67,914 67,948 67,653
Unemployed. .. .......... ... . 1,904 1,667 2,179 2,139 2,257 2,357 2,160 2,165
Unemploymentrate . .. .........c000. 2.8 2.5 3.1 3.0 3.2 3.4 3.1 3.1

Men, 20 years and over: .

Civilisa laborforce. . . ... .vvvvnvnnn.. 44,238 43,735 44,545 44,367 44,415 44,470 44,306 44,201
Employed .. ......iiiiiiiinennns 43,288 42,970 43,622 43,452 43,426 43,481 43,472 43,303
Unemployed ........ [P N 951 765 923 915 989 989 834 898
Unemployment mte . .. .....cvnveeenn 2.1 1.7 2.1 2.1 2.2 2,2 1.9 2.0

Women, 20 years and over:

Civilian labor force. . . .. ... ..0vuian 21,989 21,182 21,970 21,954 21,911 21,852 21,992 21,781
Employed ........... e teseeneean 21,363 20,537 21,252 21,197 21,104 20,992 21,125 20,984
Unemployed .......civvviannnnnas 625 645 718 757 807 860 867 797
Unemployment eate . ... ........ P 2.8 3.0 3.3 3.4 3.7 3.9 3.9 3.7

Part time
Total, 16 yeats aad over:

Civilian labor force. .. ........ e 12,212 11,508 11,338 11,206 11,285 11,066 10,978 10,885
Employed . ...coconvennn. revessae 11,488 10,757 10,623 10,517 . 10,507 10,296 10,236 10,185
Unemployed. c o oo v ovnvenonancsncnn 724 752 715 689 778 770 742 700
Unemployment tate . . . Veernsan . 5.9 6.5 6.3 6.1 6.9 7.0 6.8 6.4
NOTE: P on parnt-time schedules for are included in the full-time employed category; ployed p are all d by wheth kiog full- or
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Table A-3: Major unemployment indicators

(Persons 16 years and over)

Thousands of persons e N N
unemployed o rates of Py
Selected categories -
Dec, Dec. Dec. Nov, Oct. Sept. Aug. Dec.
1969 1968 1969 1969 1969 1969 1969 1968

Total (all civilian workers) ... .cveavseons 2,628 2,419 3.4 3.4 3.9 4,0 3.5 3.3
Men, 20 years and over ... ... creeae 1,052 873 2.2 2.2 2.4 2.4 2.1 1.8
Women, 20 years and over. . .« .. .. PR 840 , 818 3.4 3.5 4.0 4,2 3.8 3.5
Both sexes, 16-19 years. « e e oo e v ns oo 736 728 11.9 11.6 13.0 13.2 12.5 12,7
White . ....... teseteosanan veeeen 2,155 1,917 3.2 3.1 © 3.5 3.6 3.2 3.0
Negro and other.races . .. .. seeusenans 473 501 5.5 6.2 6.9 6.8 6.5 6.0

Magtiedmen., . v .0vven. s Cevereaseasaree 661 562 1.6 1.5 1.7 1.7 1.5 1.4

Full-time workers . .. ... Cedecrenananee 1,904 1,667 3.1 3.0 3.2 3.4 3.1 2.7

Part-time workers . . . v o cevecnonanons 724 752 6.3 6.1 6,9 7.0 6.8 6.8

Unemployed 15 weeks and over! ... ... P 357 301 ] .5 .5 .5 .5 &4

Seate insured? . ... . i Ceeecaee 1,251 1,033 2.4 2.4 2.2 2.2 2.1 2.0

Labor force cime lost> L ... vouiiiiaann == - 3.8 4.0 4.4 4.4 4.1 3.6

Occupationd

White-collar workers .4 ovvevtvnnensnnn 661 577 2.1 2.1 2.4 2.2 2,2 1.9
Professional and managerial . . ... seseas 217 146 1.4 1.1 1.4 1.3 1.2 1.0
Clecical workers . . 341 319 2.8 3.5 3.3 3.3 3.3 2.7
Sales wotkers . . 104 112 2.6 2.2 3.6 2.8 2.9 2.9

Blue-collar workers ....... 1,276 1,065 4.3 4.2 4.3 4.4 3.8 3.6
Craftsmen and foremen. . . v oo veneonsne 253 226 2.1 2.2 2,4 2.6 2,2 1.9
OPeratives . .....ovevveens [ 713 * 588 5.0 4.9 5.0 4.8 4.1 4.2
_Noofarm laborers . ......... teesosens 311 254 7.2 7.0 6.8 7.7 6.9 6.1

Serviceworkers . ... .00 e vestaenscas 329 369 3.6 3.9 4.4 4.9 4,5 4,2

Famm workers .. ..... .. Cessesesas [ 69 63 2,1 1.5 1.8 2.0 2.0 ‘1.7

Industry®
agri ivate wage and salal .

Mo nl peivace v geae S 2,074 1,775 3.5 3.6 3.8 4.0 3.6 3.3
Construction . veneiaias 249 232 5.6 5.6 7.3 7.6 7.4 5.4
MAnufactnring « . ovoeeveoeceas 761 571 3.7 3.8 3.7 3.7 2.9 2.8

Durable goods . .. .. .. veesen 449 306 3.7 3.7 3.3 3.3 2,3 2,6
Nondurable goods . .. ..... veeoeans . 32 266 3.8 3.8 4.2 4.4 3.8 3.3
Transportation and public utilities . . . .. .e 115 " 70 2.4 2.4 2.8 2.0 2.0 1.6
Wholesale and retail trade . ....... e 434 443 3.9 3.9 4.3 4.7 4.4 4.1
Finance and service induseries ... ... 407 442 2.8 3.1 3.2 3.5 3.5 3.2--
Government wage and salary workess . . . 208 169 2.0 2.1 2.5 1.9 1.9 1.7
Agricultural wage and salary workees « .o « « . » 83 82 6.3 5.0 6.6 7.4 7.0 5.7

lUnemplaymem rate calculated as a percent of civilian labor force.

Zfasured

under State pr

&

tades all

d

of average covered employment.

lost by the
iall

ilable labor force

petcent of

Table A-4:

rate d as & percent

Stacludes mining, not shown separately.

d and persons oo part time for economic ceasons as »

Unemployed persons 16 years and over by duration of vnemployment

ployed persons, wh
that by industey covers only unemployed wage and salary workers.

(In thousands)
§--mllly adjusted
Dueacion of unemployment Dec. Nov. Dec. Dec. Nov. Oct. Sept. Aug.
1969 1969 1968 1969 1969 1969 1969
Less ghan 5 weeks . ... . Ceeesscntessen 1,373 1,555 1,303 1,436 1,564 1,857 1,818 1,636
510 14weeks ... ..iieiaaaann ceees 898 833 814 910 910 948 1,000 861
15 weeks and over ...... tesesssacsane 357 322 301 382 84 370 389 382
150 26 weekS. oo oo ivrvnenstaasnns 244 198 164 262 264 240 233 244
27 weeks and OVEr oot aaietsaanans .113 124 137 120 140 130 156 138
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Yable A-5: Unemployed persons by reason for unemployment, sex, age, and color,

not seasonally adjusted

Total Male, 20 years | Female, 20 years Both sexes, Whi
unemployed and over and over 16 to 19 years hite Negro and °d_‘“ races
Reason for unemployment
Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec.

1969 1968 1969 1968 1969 1968 1969 | 1968 1969 1968 1969 1968

UNEMPLOYMENT LEVEL
Total unemployed, in thousands........ 2,628 | 2,419 1,052 873 840 818 736 728 2,155 1,917 |[. 473 501
Lostlastjob ................... 1,133 914 693 512 303 286 137 116 959 727 174 187
Leftlastjob................... 378 339 150 129 138 132 90 78 323 269 56 70
Reentered labor force . .. ... .0t 825 822 188 .211 354 360 283 251 640 652 185 170
Never worked before. . . . .......... 292 343 20 21 46 40 226 283 234 270 58 74
Total unemployed, percent distribution ... | 100.0 }100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 |.100.0 1100.0 |100.0 |100.,0 |100.0 [100.0
Lostlast Job ..o vvvvvvnneenennn 43,1 37.8 65.9 58.7 36.0 34.9 18.7 | 15.9 44,5 37.9 36.8 37.3
Leftlastjob. .. ovvvenenuennn. 14,4 14.0 14.3 14.8 16.4 16.1 12.2 | 10.7 15.0 14,0 11.8 14.0
Reentered labor force . ... ... .. ... 31.4 34.0 17.9 24.2 42,1 44.0 38.5 | 34.5 29.7 34,0 | 39.1 34.0
Never worked before. . .. .......... 11.1 14.2 1.9 -2,4 5.5 4.9 30.7 | 38.9 10.9 14.1 12.2 14.7

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

Total unemployment rate .. .......... 3.2 3.1 2.3 1.9 3.0 3.0 10.9 | 11.7 3.0 2.7 5.2 5.7
Job-loserrate® ... ... ..o i.ueann 1.4 1.2 1.5 1.1 1.0 1.1 2,0 1.9 1.3 1.1 2.0 2.2
Job-leaver rate? ... ..... e .5 A .3 .3 .5 .5 1.3 | 1.3 A 4 .6 .8
Reentrantrate’ . . ......vvveunn.. 1.0 1.0 .4 .5 1.3 1.3 4.2 4.0 -9 .9 2.1 2.0
New entrant rate'. . .. ... e o 4 -- .- .2 .1 3.2 4.5 <3 .4 .6 .8
'Unemployment rates are calculated as a percent of the civilian labor force.

Table A-6: Unemployed persons by age and sex
Thousands of persons l;ek?x:uegn;or S 1ly adjusted ployment rates
Age and sex full-time
Dec. Nov, work Dec. Nov, Oct. Sept. Aug. Dec.
1969 - 1969 Dec, 1969 1969 1969 1969 1969 1969 1968

Total, 16 years andover . ........... 2,628 2,710 72.5 3.4 3.4 3.9 4.0 3.5 3.3

16tol9years. ..o | 736 807 44.6 11.9 11.6 i3.0 13,2 12.5 12.7
16 and 17 years . 384 448 24,2 13.9 14.2 16.8 16,7 16.1 15.0
18 and 19 years 351 360 67.2 10.1 9.0 10.6 10.8 9.9 10.9

0t02dyears. ... i 496 531 81.3 5.6 5.9 6.5 6.7 5.4 5.3

b4

25yeatsandover . ... ... a s 1,395 1,371 84.2 2.2 2.2 2.4 2.5 2.3 2.0
250 SEYOAS « v v et 1,085 1,096 86.5 2.2 2.4 2.4 2.5 2.4 2.0
SSyearsandover.............. 310 276 75.8 2.2 2.0 2.4 2,3 2.0 2.1

M;les, 16 yearsandover .. .......... 1,462 1,329 77.2 2.9 2.9 3.2 3.2 2,7 2.6

16to19years. ... ... . L., 410 420 43.4 11.1 11.5 12.2 12.1 11.1 11.6
6andl7years ............... 216 238 25.9 13.2 14.0 15.1 15.0 15.7 14,2
18and19years . ............ .. 194 181 62.4 9.3 8.6 10.0 9.6 7.6 9.5

20t0 24 years. - .o 275 259 82.2 5.2 5.3 6.5 6.3 4.5 4.2

25yearsandover .. ... ... 776 650 93.4 1.8 1.8 1.9 1.9 1.7 1.5
25t0 54years ...t 559 479 97.1 1.6 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.7 1.4
55 yearsandover.............. 218 172 83.5 2.3 2.0 2.2 2,0 2.0 1.9

Females, 16 years andover . ......... 1,166 1,381 66.6 4.4 4.3 5.0 5.3 4.9 4.5

16tol9years. .. ovvvnnneneannn 325 388 46.5 12,8 11.8 14.0 14.6 14.1 14.1
l6and17years ... oov v, 168 209 21.4 14.9 14.5 19.0 19.2 16.7 16.2
18and 19years .. .........u.. 157 179 72.6 11.1 9.5 11.2 12,1 12.3 12.6

20t024years. ..ottt 221 273 80.1 6.0 6.6 6.5 7.1 6.4 6.5

25yearsandover . .......... P 619 721 72.5 2.9 3.0 3.4 3.5 3.3 2.9
25t054years ... iii e . 526 617 75.3 3.3 3.4 3.6 3.7 3.6 3.1
55 years andover. . ... ... ... .. 93 104 57.0 2.0 2.0 2.6 2.7 2.1 2.4
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Table B-1: Employees on nonagricultural payrolls, by industry

(In thousands)

Seasonally adjusted
. Change from ro—
Dec, Nov, Oct. Dec. . Chany
Industry { 1969 | 1969 | 1969 | 1968 | Nov. | Dec. | Degs | New | Qs | e
: 1969 1968 ’ : 1969
TOTAL..... R, 71,588 71,244 71,198 169,805 344 1,783 70,639 ! 70,653 | 70,651 -14
MINING . .....ovvieeennnnns 632 631 632 619 1 13 636 632 631 4
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION .... | 3,360 | 3,529 3,623 |3,247 -169 113 3,4461 3,460 3,448 -14
MANUFACTURING. ......... ..]20,039 20,156’ | 20,339 zo,dos -117 31 19,988 20,018 ! 20,156 -30
Production workers . . . ... .. 14,645 {14,750 14,918 [14,701 -105 -56 14,582 | 14,603 | 14,732 -21
DURABLE GOODS. - vvvvwnnss 11,780 {11,833 11,993 {11,793 =53 -13 11,7324 11,758 | 11,932 26
" Production workers . . . .. ... 8,546 8,588 - 8,733 8,595 42 -49 8,491 8,509 8, 674 -18
Ordnsace and accéssoties. . . .. . 298, 7 306.9 307,77 352.0 -8.2 -53.3 298 304 306 -6
Lumber and wood peoducts . . . . . 585,0[ 588.8 593.9| '598.0 -3.8 -13,0 590 590 589 0
Fumiture and fixtures . .. .o ... 493.2] 493.5 496.9| 490.1 -3 3.1 488 487 491 1
Stooe, clay, and glass products . . 657,0] 667.0 669, 6] 650.1 -10.0 6.9 665 664 662 1
Primary meta! industries . ..... | 1,357.9| 1.358.0] 1,355.9|1,302.5 -t 55.4 1,369 1,379 1,381 -10
Fabricated meeal products, . . - - . | 1,471.8] 1,471.5] 1,468.0/1,437.2 .3 34.6 1,460 1,457 1,456 3
Machinery, except electrical i+ .+ | 2,017.3| 2,006.7| 2,011,9[1,965.3 10, 6 52.0 2,023] 2,015 2,030 8
Electrical equipment . . . . ... .. 1,977.2] 1,979.5| 2,094.9|2,019.6 «2,3 -42,4 1,954 1,956 2,076 2
Transportation equipment . . . . . . 2,002.4f 2,028.6| 2,054,8|2,069.3 26,2 ~66.9 1,965 | 1,997 2,030 =32
I and related products . 467.5| 470.7 469,2| 467.5 -3.2 0 465 469 469 -4
Miscell facturiog. . .. 451,71 462,11 467.7] 441.6 -10.4 10.1 455 440 442 15
NONDURABLE GOODS : ....... 8, 259 8,323 8,348 8,215 -64 44 8,256 8,260 8,224 -4
Productian workers . . . .. ... 6,099 | 6,162 6,185 |6,106 -63 -7 6,091 | 6,094 6,058 -3
Food aad kindred peoducts . . . . . 1,774, 6| 1,831,0} 1,860.4|1,776,7 -56.4 -2,1 1,787 1,806 1,777 -19
Tobacco manufacrures . ... ... 83.3 85.0 91,3 88.0 -1.7 ~4,7 77 78 78 -1
Textile mill products. . .o . ous 981,91 984.6 982.3{ 997, 7 -2,7 -15.8 . 982 979 977 3
Apparel and other textile products | 1,415.9| 1,422.11 1,428,6|1,411,0 -6,2 4.9 1,417 | 1,408 1,410 9
Paper and allied products. . . . . . 725,3| 725,2 720.6| 708.5 .1 16.8 722 722 720 ]
Printing and publishing . . . . . . . 1,106, 7| 1,106.0| 1,100.5|1,079.9 .7 26,8 1,100 | 1,103 1,099 -3
Chemicals and allied peodk 1,051.2| 1,048.8{ 1,046,2}1,035,1 24 16.1 1,056 | 1,054 1,050 2
Petcoleum and coal products. . . . 191, 7). 191.8 192,7; 186.1 -1 5.6 194 192 191 2
Rubber and plastics products,n e ¢ 586, ¥ 587, 2 587.2| 576.2 -1,1 9.9 580 580 583 0
Leather and leather products. . . . 342.6] 341.2 338,31 356.0 1.4 -13.4 341 338 339 3
TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC ’
UTILITIES. ..o viv e v 4,502 4,510 4,502 14,370 -8 132 4,493 | 4,488 4,480 5
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE |15,655 [15,077 14,847 |15,113 578 542 14,785 | 14,823 14,809 -38~
WHOLESALE TRADE ........ 3,875 | 3,851 3,834 |3,715 24 160 3,837 | 3,817 3,807 20
RETAIL TRADE..... PN 11,780 {11,226 11,013 |11,398 554 382 10,948 | 11,006 | 11,002 -58
FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND
REAL ESTATE. ......00vnnn 3,601 3,596 3,591 3,449 5 152 3,615 3,610 3,595 5
SERVICES ......... ST 11,220 §1,231 11,255 {10,773 -11 447 11,288 | 11,265 | 11,244 23+
Hotels and other Jodging places . . | 690. 3 696, 7| 718, 8 675.3 --61 4 15.0 745 743 740 2
Personal services . . . ... ..... 1,018,7) 1,026.1| 1,028,0|1,037.0 ~7. 4 =18.3 1,014 1,022 1,025 -8
Medical and other health services | 2,949.1) 2,935,7| 2,913.7(2,728,9 13.4 220.2 2,958 | 2,936 2,917 22
Educational services . ... ..... 1,175.8| 1,174.4( 1,155,4{1,144.3 1.4 31,5 1,126 ) 1,117 1,113 9
GOVERNMENT . .........c0n0n 12,579 12,514 |12,409 [|12,226 65 353 12,388 | 12,357 | 12,318 31
PEDERAL. .o vvnsns eviees | 2,749 12,705 2,715 [2,769 44 -20 2,713} 2,721 2,729 -8
STATE AND LOCAL .. ..... .1 9.830 {9,809 9,694 9,457 21 373 9,675 9,636 9,589 39-

NOTE: Data for the 2 most receat months are peeliminary,
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Table B-2: Average weekly hours of production or nonsupervisory workor_sl
on private nonagricultural payrolls, by industry

Change from Seasomally adjusted

Dec. Nov. Oct. Dec. Change
Industry 1969 | 1969 | 1969 | 1968 | Nov, | Dec. | Dec. | Now. Oct. ey
1969 1968 1969 1969 1969 Nov..
1969

TOTALPRIVATE. ........... 37.7 37.5 37.7 37.8 0.2 -0.1 37.5 37.6 37.6 -0.1
MINING ..............covtns .43.6 43.0 43.4 43,3 .6 .3 43.6 43.4 42.9 .2

CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION . .. .. 37.7 37.1 38.4 37.1 .6 .6 38.2 38. g 37.5 [
’ 40.9 40. 6 40.7 41.1 .3 -.2 40.6 40. 40.5 .1
“”‘35:&::’,‘2:: """""" 3.5 3.6 3.7 3.9 -1 .y 3.4 3.5 3.5 <1
DURABLE GOODS . 416 41.2 414] 417 .4 -1 41.2 41.1 | 41,2 1
Quertime bours 3.6 3.7 3.9 4.1 - 1 -.5 3.4 . 3.5 S 3.7 -1
‘Ordnance and accessoties 40.8 40.8 40.3 41.8 . 0 ~1.0 40.3 40.5. 40.1 -.2
Lumber and wood products. . . . . . . 40.6 39.9 40.4 40.9 .7 -.3 40.8 40.3 40,0 .5
Furniture and fizwres ... ...... 40.9 40.3 40.6 41.3 6 -.4 40.1 39.9 39.9 .2
Stone, clay, and glass products . ... 41.9 42.1 42.2 41.9 -2 0 42.0 42.1 41.7 -.1
Primary mecal induscries. . . . ... . 41.5 41.4 41.7 41.6 .1 -.1 41.5 41.6 42.2 LI |
Fabricated metal products.. . . . . . . 42.1 41.6 41.7 42.0 .5 .1 41.8 41.4 41.4 .4
Machinery, excepe elecuical . . . . . 43.0 42.4 42.4 42.7 .6 .3 42.5 42.4 42.4 .1
Electrical equi and 1i 40.8 40.5 40.4 40.8 .3 0 40.2 490.1 40.2 .1
Transportation equipment . .. ....| 4L1.7 41.4 41.9] 4z2.6 .3 -9 41.0 40.5 | 41.3 .5
Instruments aad relued poducts . . 42.1 41.2 40.9 40.9 .9 1.2 41.7 41.0 40,7 .7

Miscell g 39.0 39.2 39.3 39.2 -2 -2 38.8 38.8 38.8 0
NONDURABLE GOODS «0 ¢ ¢ ¢ v e vvves 40.0 39.7 39.7 40.1 .3 -1 39.8 39.5 39.5 - .3

Overtime bours. . . .o ooveeenn 3.4 3.4 3.5 3.5 o -1 3.3 3.3 3.3 0
Food and kindred products . ..... 40.8 40.9 40.7 41,1 -1 -.3 40.6 40.7 40,5 -1
Tobacco manufactures . . .. ..... 37.4 37.4 38.4 37.7 0 -.3 '36.8 37.4 37.2 -.6
Textile mill products.. . . . ...... 41.4 41.1 40.9 41.6 .3 -2 41.0 40.8 40.6 .2
Apparel and other textile products. . 36.1 35.8 35.8 36.0 .3 .1 36.2 35.8 35.7 .4
Paper and allied produces . . ... .. 43.1 43,0 43.0 43,6 .1 -.5 42.7 42.8 42.7 -1
Printing and publishing. . . ...... 39.2 38.3 38.4 38.9 .9 .3 38.8 38.3 38.3 .5
Chemicals and allied prod: . 42.1 41.9 41.7 42.1 .2 0 41.9 41.8 41.7 .1
Petroleum and coal products . . . .. 42.3 42,7 42.7 42.1 -.4 .2 42.9 42.7 42.6 .2
Rubber and plastics products, n ¢ c. 41.5 41.1 41.3 41.9 .4 -4 41.1 40.8 40.9 .3
Leather and leather products . . . . . 38.1 37.4 37.0 38.4 .7 -.3 37.5 37.4 37.3 .1
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE 35.6 35.2 35.3 35.9 .4 -.3 35.4 35.5 35.5 -.1
WHOLESALE TRADE .......... 40.5 40.2 40.3 40.3 .3 .2 40.3 40.2 40.3 -1
RETAIL YRADE . ............ 34,2 33.6 33.7 34.6 .6 -. 4 33.9 34.0 33.9. -.1

FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND REAL

ESTATE. .. ..........co.n. 37.0 37.2 37.1 37.1 -2 -.1 36.9 37.2 37.1 -.3
1Data relste to production workers in mining and af in sod to tkers in wholessle amd retail

trade; finance, hw-me,nndndmzqmmdpdﬂkmqudlmk& Thnewxpmhmhmlybc—ﬂdndthﬁdmﬂwm’mn.
T: and public utilities, and services are included in Total Privete but sre not shows separstely iu this teble,

private

NOTE: Dmlortthmmmeumhmpeumhuy

Table B-3: Average hourly and weekly earnings of production or nonsupervisory workersd
on private nonagricultural payrolls, by industry
Average howly earnings Aversge weekly earnings
Industry Dec. | Nov. Oct. | Dec. o S ﬁ;; Dec. Nov. Oct. Dec. N‘::.« “g p
196 196 196 1968 v. f Dec, 196 196 196 1968 : . ec.
969 969 969 ? 1969 1968 989 969 969 ? 1969 1968
TOTAL PRIVATE . . .. . S $3.11 |$3.12 | $3.11| $2.92 | $-0.01| $0.19 |$117.25 |$117.00 }$117.25 [$110. 38 |$0.25 | $6. 87
MNING .o 3.70 | 3.69 | 3.68| 3.49 o1 .21]161.32) 158.67 [ 159.71| 151.12] 2.65 | 10.20
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION ....| 4-99 | 4.95 4.95] 4.55 .04 .44) 188,12} 183.65 } 190.08 | 168.81| 4,47 19,31
MANURACTURING -+« eneoes s 3.28 | 3.26 | 3.24f 3.11 c02] .17} 134.15] 132.36 | 13187 127.82] 1.79 | 6.33
OURABLEGOODS . ............ 3.48 3.45 3.44 3.30 ~03 18| 144.77) 142714 | 142,42 137.61] 2.63 7.16
Otdnance and accessories. . ... .. 3,54 | 3.54 3.50{ 3.38 0 .16 | 144.43) 144.43 | 141.05} 141.28 3.15
Lumber and wood products. .. .. .. 2.81 2.84 2.82| 2.62 -.03 191 114,09 113.32 ]| 113.93] 107.16 .77 |’ 6.93
Furniture and fixtuges . ........ 2,71 2,70 2.68 2.55 .01 .16 110.84 | 108.81 | 108.81 | 105.32| 2.03 5.52
Stone, clay, and glass products . . .| 3.26 | 3.28 3.26] 3.06 -.02 ..20] 136.59| 138.09 | 137.57| 128.21{-1.50 8.38
Primary metal industries. . ...... 3.87 | 3.85 3.85] 3.67 .02 .20 160.61 | 159.39 | 160.55| 152.67| 1.22 7.94
Fabricated metal products. . . .. .. 3.43 | 3.40 3.39] 3.25 .03 .18] 144.40| 141.44 | 141.36 | 136.50] 2.96 7.90
Machinery, except electrical .. . .. 3.70 3. 47 3.67 3.47 .03 .23]1159.10}] 155.61 | 155.61| 148.17| 3.49 10.93
Electrical equipmeac and supplies .{ 3.17 | 3.12 3.13] 3.03 .05 14| 129.34] 126.36 | 126.45:| 123.62] 2.98 5.72
Traasportation equipment . . . ... . 4.03 3.98 3.96 3.87 .05 .16 | 168.05) 164.77 | 165.92] 164.86| 3.28 3.19
Instruments and telated produces . .| 3.29 | 3.24 3.221 3.08 .05 .211138.51} 133,49 131.70] 125.97}| 5.02 12.54
Miscellaneous manufaceuring - - - .« « 2.75 2.71 2.68| 2.58 .04 171 107.25| 106.23i| 105.32] 101.14| 1.02 6.11
'HONDURABLE GOODS .. . ¢ oo v v 2.99 % 2.97 2.961 2.82 .02 L1711 119.60) 117,91} 117.51§ 113.08| 1.69 6.52
Food and kindred psoducts . ... .. 3.04 | 3.00 2,971 2.87 .04 .17 124.03] 122.70 | 120.88 | 117.96| 1.33 6. 07
Tobacco manufactures . ........ 2.69 | 2.64 2.52| 2.55 .05 .141100.61| 98.74 96.77 96. 14| 1.87 4.47
Texcile mill products.. .. ... .... 2.42 | 2.42 2.41] 2.28 0 .14} 100. 19 99. 46 98.57 94.85 .73 5.34
Apparel and other textile products. .| 2,35 | 2,35 2.34] 2.26 0 .09°] 84.84 84.13 | 83.77 81. 36 .71 3.48
Paper and allied products . . . .. .. 3.32 | 3.32 3.31 3.14 0 L1811 143. 09| 142.761 142.33 | 136.90 .33 6.19
Printing and publishing. . . ... ... 3.81 3.78 3.77) 3.59 .03 .22] 149,35| 144,77 | 144.77 ] 139.65| 4.58 9.70
Chemicals and allied products ... .} 3.58 | 3.55 3.54] 3.36 .03 .221150.72] 148.75 | 147.62 | 141.46| 1.97 9.26
Petroleum and coal products .. ... 4.04 | 4.08 4.06] 3.79 -. 04 .25 170.89 174.22 | 173.36 | 159.56 |-3. 33 11.33
Rubber and plastics products,nec.| 3,14 | 3.13 3.13] 3.01 .01 .1371130.31 | 128.64 | 129.27 | 126.12] 1.67 4.19
Leather and leather products . . . . . 2.43 1 2.43 2.40] 2.30 0 .13 92. 58 90. 88 88.80 | 88.32] 1.70 4,26
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE 2.60) 2.63 2.61] 2.45 -.03 .15 92.56 | 92.58 92.13 87.96] -, 02 4,60
WHOLESALE TRADE ......... 3.34] 3.33 3.29 3.12 .01 <221 135,27 | 133.87 ] 132.59] 125.74| 1.40 9.53
RETAIL TRADE . ... ........ 2.331 2.36 2.35| 2.21 -.03 .12 79.69 79. 30 79.20 76.47 .39 3.22
FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND REAL
ESTATE .......cvvvunnnn 2.97 1 2.98 2.94| 2.83 -.01 .141 109.89] 110.86 § 109.07 4§ 104.99] -.97 4.90

1See footnote 1, table B-2.

NOTE: Data for the 2 most recent mouths are preliminary,
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