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THE E M P L O Y M E N T  SITUATION: AUGUST 1968

The em ploym ent situation l^eld f i r m  in August as nonfarm  p a y ro l l  
em ploym ent continued to advance and unem ploym ent dropped  m o r e  than s e a s o n 
ally , the U0 So D epartm ent o f  L a b o r 1 s Bureau o f  L abor  S tatistics  re p o r te d  
today.

N onfarm  p ayro ll  em ploym ent ro se  200, 000 m o r e  than usual to an August 
high of 6 8 ,6  m ill ion .  E m ploym ent in c r e a s e s  w ere  con cen tra ted  in trade, 
s e r v ic e s ,  and State and lo ca l  governm ent.

The August unem ploym ent decline  resu lted  f ro m  a reduction  in u n em p loy 
ment fo r  teenagers  and a le s s - th a n -s e a s o n a l  in c re a s e  in unem ploym ent fo r  
w om en . U nem ploym ent rates  m oved  down to 3. 7 percen t for  adult w om en  and 
12. 0 p ercen t fo r  teen agers ,  while the rate fo r  adult m a les  rem ain ed  at 2. 2 
percen t. The total unem ploym ent rate fe ll  f r o m  3. 7 in July to 3, 5 p ercen t  
in August, returning to the A p r i l -M a y  leve l o f  this y e a r .

U nem ploym e nt
The num ber o f  unem ployed p e rso n s  was 2. 8 m il l io n  in August, 450, 000 

few er  than in July, The dec line  was 200 ,000  m o r e  than season a lly  exp ec ted .

The total unem ploym ent rate, at 3, 5 p ercen t  in August, returned to the 
le v e ls  o f  this spring . The unem ploym ent rate once again equaled  the p o s t -K o re a n  
low reach ed  in January, A p r il ,  and May o f  this y e a r .  C om p a red  to a y ea r  ago, 
total unem ploym ent d ec lin ed  by 175, 000 and the unem ploym ent rate w as down 
0, 2 percentage  point, with m o s t  o f the im p rov em en t  among teen ag ers  and adult 
m en .
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The season ally  adjusted teenage jo b le s s  rate dropped  f r o m  130 6 in 
July to 120 0 p ercen t in August, returning to the le v e ls  that have p reva iled  
m o st  of this year© T e e n a g e rs  returning to s ch oo l  in Septem ber usually 
begin to leave their jo b s  or  give up search ing  fo r  them in August© This 
August, a la rg e r -th a n -u su a l  number o f  the teen agers  who le ft  the labor  
f o r c e  w ere  those who had been looking fo r  w ork  in July©

U nem ploym ent fo r  w om en , which usually r i s e s  substantially in August, 
ro se  only slightly last month© The num ber of w om en  in the c iv i l ian  labor  
fo r c e  declined  by nearly  200, 000, as a resu lt  o f  an unusually la rge  d rop  in 
p a rt -t im e  em ploym ent. The jo b le s s  rate fo r  w om en  fe l l  f r o m  3 .9  to 3. 7 
percen t over  the month, a return to the le v e l  w hich had p reva iled  s ince  
M arch  1968©

The jo b le s s  rate fo r  nonfarm  la b o r e r s  fe l l  by a full p ercen tage  point 
to 7. 5 percent, and the rate fo r  s e rv ic e  w o rk e r s  dropped  f ro m  5© 1 to 4© 0 
percent© Both rates  had r isen  sharply in June and continued high in July© 
U nem ploym ent ra tes  fo r  w h ite -c o l la r  w o rk e r s  (2© 0 p e r c e n t ) ,  sk illed  w o rk e r s  
(2© 5 p e r ce n t ) ,  and se m isk il le d  w o rk e r s  (4© 5 p ercen t)  w ere  e ssen t ia lly  
unchanged in August©

The nonwhite unem ploym ent rate was 6© 2 p ercen t  in August, c o m p a re d  
with 6© 9 p ercen t in July© L ow er  jo b le s s  lev e ls  fo r  nonwhite teen agers  and 
w om en w ere  resp on s ib le  fo r  the improvement© The white rate, at 3© 2 p e r 
cent, was not s ignificantly  changed o ver  the month©

Rates of unem ploym ent fo r  m en  20 y ea rs  of age and o v e r  (2© 2 p e r c e n t ) ,  
m a rr ie d  m en (1© 6 p e r c e n t ) ,  and fu l l - t im e  w o rk e r s  (3© 3 p ercen t)  w ere  
unchanged o v e r  the month© These jo b le s s  rates  rem ained  at or  near their 
low est  points in 10 y e a r s 0

The state insured  unem ploym ent rate, at 2© 3 p ercen t in August, was 
unchanged from  July© This rate, which p r im a r i ly  re la tes  to e x p e r ie n ce d  
adult w o rk e r s ,  has ranged between 2© 2 and 2© 4 percen t since Septem ber 1967© 
Over the year , the rate has dropped 0© 4 percentage  point, while the le v e l  has 
fallen by 140, 000©

Industry E m ploym ent
Total nonfarm  p a yro ll  em ploym ent continued to r ise  in August, in cre a s in g  

by 200 ,000  to 6 8 .4  m ill ion  (seasonally  a d ju sted ).  Since May 1968, nonfarm  
em ploym ent has r isen  by 600, 000©
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The jo b  gain in August was concentra ted  in the s e rv ic e -p r o d u c in g  
industries ,  with trade, s e r v ic e s ,  and State and lo ca l  governm ent each  
posting gains of about 50, 000o Seasonally  adjusted in c r e a s e s  w ere  a lso  
rep orted  in the finance industries  and in transportation  and public u til i 
ties (30 ,000  e a c h ) 0

E m ploym ent in con tra ct  con stru ction  rose  as seasonally  expected  in 
August to 3. 5 m illion , about the same leve l as in August 196 70 A fter  s e a 
sonal adjustm ent, con stru ct ion  em ploym ent has d ec lined  200, 000 since the 
r e c o r d  leve l o f F eb ru ary  1968e

In m anufacturing, em ploym ent was unchanged at 19*8 m ill ion ,  seasonally  
adjusted,, Small gains in the e le c t r i c a l  equipm ent, m ach in ery ,  fabr ica ted  
m eta ls ,  and other in d u str ies  w ere o f fse t  by jo b  d e c lin es  in transportation  
equipment and p r im a ry  m eta ls  industr ies .  The decline  in the transportation  
equipm ent industry (40 ,000  season ally  ad justed) was the resu lt  o f  the la te r -  
than-usual autom obile  m odel ch a n g eovers .  The decline  in p r im a ry  m eta ls  
(15,000) re f le c te d  low er  steel production  resu lting f ro m  e x c e s s iv e  steel 
inventorie  s0

O ver the yea r ,  p ayro ll  em ploym ent has r ise n  by 2 .2  m il l io n .  Job gains 
inS tate  and lo ca l  governm ent (5 5 0 ,0 0 0 ) ,  trade (5 2 5 ,0 0 0 ) ,  s e r v ic e s  (4 2 5 ,0 0 0 ) ,  
and m anufacturing (375 ,000 )  accounted fo r  m ost  of the in c r e a s e 0

Hours and E a rnings
The w orkw eek  fo r  rank and file  w o rk e rs  on private nonlarm  payro lls  

edged up as seasonally  expected  in August, rising 0o 1 hour to 38. 3 hours .
The w orkw eek  in August was 0.1 hour le s s  than the August 1967 av era ge .
The seasonally  adjusted w orkw eek  has rem ained  at 37 .9  hours since June.

Tne E m ploym en t Situation
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F o r  m anufacturing production  w o rk e rs ,  the w orkw eek  was 4 0 .8  hours 
in August com p a red  with 40o 7 hours in July. A fter  seasonal adjustm ent, the 
factory  w orkw eek  was down slightly over  the month. Since May, it has 
rem ained  re lative ly  stable at 40. 8 -4 0 .  9 hours .

A verage  hourly earn ings  fo r  rank and file w o rk e rs  on private p ayro lls  
w ere  unchanged in August at $ 2 .8 5 .  B ecause of the slightly longer w orkw eek , 
how ever , average  weekly earnin g  for  these w o rk e rs  rose  by 29 cents to 
$109.16. Over the year, average  hourly earn ings have r isen  by 16 cents 
(5 .9  p ercen t)  and w e e k h  earnings by $ 5 .8 6  (5 .7  p e r ce n t ) .
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The Sum m er Youth Situation
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N early  13 m ill ion  16 to 21 y e a r -o ld s  w ere  working or  seeking w ork  in 
the su m m er  o f  1968 (June-August a v e r a g e s ) ,  550, 000 m o r e  than in the 
su m m er  of 19670 Sum m er em ploym ent o f  16 to 21 y e a r - o ld s  r o se  by 450, 000 
o v e r  the year  to l l c 3 m il l ion  but was insu ffic ien t  to a b so rb  the labor  f o r c e  
growth® Consequently 100, 000 m o re  youths w ere  unem ployed  this su m m er 
than last® Their  unem ploym ent rate, at 12. 4 percen t in 1968, was only 
slightly above last sum m er fs 12® 1 p ercen t  but was w ell  below the 14® 7 
percent re co rd e d  in 1964®

N early  th re e -fo u r th s  o f  the o v e r - t h e -y e a r  em ploym ent gain fo r  youth 
w ere  accounted  for  by the s e rv ic e -p r o d u c in g  industr ies  (3 3 5 ,0 0 0 ) ,  in 
con trast  to a 50 ,000 in c r e a s e  in the g o o d s -p ro d u c in g  in d u str ies .  The 
F ed e ra l ,  State and lo ca l  governm ents  em p loyed  125,000 m o re  youths this 
sum m er than in 1967. In con trast ,  there w ere  70, 000 fe w e r  16-21 y e a r - o ld s  
em ployed  in the agricu ltu ra l  se c to r  and in private household  w ork .

A ll  of the o v e r - t h e -y e a r  in c re a s e  in youth unem ploym ent was accounted  
fo r  by g ir ls ;  their rate ro se  to 14® 4 p ercen t  f r o m  13® 7 percen t last year®
F or  boys, the rate was unchanged at 10® 7 percent® The nonwhite youth u n em 
ploym ent rate, at 23. 4 percen t this su m m er , continued to be m o re  than double 
the white rate (10® 8 p e r ce n t ) ,  with only slight changes f r o m  last sum m er in 
both rates® Both white and nonwhite unem ploym ent ra tes , how ever , have 
im p rov ed  substantially f ro m  their su m m er 1964 le v e ls .
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Employment Status and Industry o f  Employment o f  16 to 21 Y ear-old  
Youth by C olor, June-August Averages, 1964-68 

(In thousands)

Employment status 1968
I-------------
1 1967 1966 1965 1964

TOTAL

C iv ilia n  labor f o r c e ........................ . ............. 12,909 12,373 11,939 10,996 10,442
Employed............... ............................................. 11,314 10,874 10,530 9,523 8,903

A gricu lture .................................................. 786 817 804 863 914
N onagricultural industries  ................. 10,529 10,057 9,726 8,660 7,988

Private wage and salary workers , , 9,034 8,688 8,498 7,703 7,208
Private household workers ........... 483 523 541 564 549
Other private  wage

and salary workers ........................ 8,551 8,165 7,957 7,139 6,659
Goods-producing in d u s tr ie s . . . 2,953 2,903 2,961 2,553 2,272
Service-producing in d u str ie s . 5,597 5,262 4,996 4,586 4,388

Government w orkers.............................. 1,333 1,209 1,005 809 590
Self-em ployed and unpaid

family w orkers..................................... 163 159 223 189 190
Unemployed........................................................ 1,595 1,499 1,409 1,473 1,540

Unemployment r a t e .............................................. 12.4 12.1 11.8 13.4 14.7

WHITE

C iv ilian  labor f o r c e ....................................... 11,304 10,859 10,490 9,690 9,244
Employed............................................................. 10,085 9,715 9,411 8,505 8,042
Unemployed........................................................ 1,219 1,144 1,079 1,184 1,202

Unemployment r a te .............................................. 10.8 | 10.5 10.3 • 12.2 13.0

NONWHITE

C iv ilian  labor f o r c e . . . . .............................. 1,605 1,515 1,449 , 1,307 1,198
Employed............................................................. 1,229 1,159 1,119 1,017 860
Unemployed......................................... . ............ 375 356 330 1 290 337

Unemployment r a te ....................................... .. 23.4 23.5 22.8 |
!

22.2 28.1
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Table A-1: Employment status of the noninstitutional population by age and sex

(In thousands)

Seasonally adjusted
' Employment status, age, and sex Aug.

1968
J u ly
1968

Aug.
1967

Aug.
1968

J u ly
1968

June
1968

May
196ft

A p r i l
1Q6ft

Total

83 ,792 84 ,550 82 ,571 82 ,279 82 ,572 82 ,585 82 ,149 81,849
Civilian labor force................................................ 80 ,203 80 ,964 79 ,112 78,690 78,985 79 ,018 78 ,613 78 ,343

77,432 77,746 76 ,170 75,929 76,038 76 ,048 75 ,829 75,636
Agriculture...................................................... 4 ,107 4 ,4 7 6 4 ,3 7 8 3,733 3 ,836 3 ,8 5 1 3 ,893 3 ,980
Nonagriculrural industries.............. ........... 73 ,325 73,270 71,792 72,196 72,202 7 2 ,1 9 7 71,936 71,656

On part time for economic reasons. . . . . . 2 ,098 2 ,083 2 ,175 1,853 1 ,8 0 9 1 ,911 1 ,569 1,591
Usually work full time.......................... 995 924 1 ,012 1,006 973 1 ,051 806 827
Usually work part time.......................... 1 ,103 1,159 1 ,163 847 836 860 763 764

Unemployed . . . ; . . . . . .................................. 2 ,772 3,217 2 ,942 2 ,761 2 ,947 2 ,9 7 0 2 ,7 8 4 2,707

Civilian labor fo rce ................................ ; ........... 46 ,3 7 4 46 ,395 4 5 ,955 45 ,896 4 5 ,931 4 5 ,9 2 3 45 ,7 1 3 . 45 ,716
Employed1.............. ............................................. 45 ,461 45 ,4 7 4 44 ,9 6 9 44 ,907 4 4 ,921 44 ,8 5 8 44 ,742 44 ,758

Agriculture............................................... 2 ,859 3 ,030 2 ,9 0 9 2 ,770 2 ,8 5 6 2 ,8 4 5 2 ,8 5 5 2 ,877
Nonagricultural industries............................ 42 ,601 4 2 ,444 4 2 ,0 6 0 42 ,137 4 2 ,065 42 ,0 1 3 41 ,887 41 ,881

Unemployed................................ ....................... 913 921 986 989 1 ,010 1 ,065 971 958

Women, 20 years and over

Civilian labor fo rce .............................................. 25 ,494 25 ,678 24 ,948 26,162 26 ,393 26 ,297 26 ,199 25 ,918
Employed ............................................................ 24 ,458 24 ,684 23 ,892 25 ,185 25 ,364 25 ,315 25 ,232 24 ,969

Agriculture .................................................... * 661 754 802 576 566 603 620 637
Nonagricultural industries............................ 23 ,797 23 ,930 23 ,090 24 ,609 24 ,798 24 ,712 24 ,612 24 ,332

Unemployed.................................................... 1 ,036 994 1 ,055 977 1 ,029 982 967 949

Both sexes, 16*19 years

Civilian labor fo rce .............................................. 8 ,336 8 ,891 8 ,2 0 9 6 ,632 6 ,661 6 ,7 9 8 6 ,701 6 ,709
Employed............................................................ 7 ,513 7 ,589 7 ,309 5,837 5 ,753 5 ,8 7 5 5 ,8 5 5 5 ,909

Agriculture...................................................... 587 692 667 387 414 403 418 466
Nonagricultural industries............................ 6 ,9 2 6 6 ,896 6 ,641 5 ,450 5 ,3 3 9 5 ,4 7 2 5 ,437 5 ,443

Unemployed ........................................................ 822 1,302 900 795 908 923 846 800

Table A-2: Unemployed persons 16 years and over by duration of unemployment

(In thousands)

Duration of unemployment Aug.
1968

J u ly
1968

Aug.
1967

Seasonally adjusted
Aug.
1968

J u ly
1968

June
1968

May
1968

A p r il
1968

Less than 5 weeks................................................ 1 ,593 1 ,836 1 537 1 ,629 1 ,656 1 ,7 5 3 1 ,696 1,507
5 to 14 w eeks........................................................ 851 1 ,003 1,037 767 860 841 718 830
15 weeks and o v e r ................................................ 328 378 367 398 453 423 410 398

15 to 26 weeks .................................................. 175 199 166 237 275 260 283 241
27 weeks and over.............................. ................ 153 179 201 161 178 163 127 157
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TabU A-3: Major unomploymont indicators

(Persons 16 years and over)

Selected categories

Thousands of persons 
unemployed Seasonally adjusted rates of unemployment

Aug.
1968

Aug.
1967

Aug.
1968

J u ly
1968

June
1968

May
1968

A p r i l
1968

Aug.
1967

Total (all civilian workers)................................ 2 ,7 7 2 ' 2 ,942 3 .5 3 .7 3 .8 3 .5 3 .5 3 .8

Men, 20 years and over.................................... 913 986 2 .2 2 .2 2 .3 2 .1 2 .1 2 .3
Women, 20 years and over.............................. 1 ,036 1 ,055 3 .7 3 .9 3 .7 3*. 7 3 .7 3 .9
Both sexes, 16-19 yea rs ................................ 822 900 12 .0 1 3 .6 13 .6 1 2 .6 11 .9 13 .3

White.................................................................. 2 ,196 2 ,313 3 .2 3 .3 3 .3 3 .2 3 .1 3 .4
Non white............................................ ............... 575 628 6 .2 6 .9 7 .2 6^4 6 .7 6 .8

Married men...... ................................................... 568 652 1 .6 1 .6 1 .7 1 .6 1 .5 1 .9
Full-time workers................................................ 2 ,224 2 ,3 8 4 3 .3 3 .3 3 .3 3 .2 3 .1 3 .6
Unemployed 15 weeks and over*........................ 328 367 .5 .6 .5 .5 .5 .6
State insured^........................ ............................. 994 1,132 2 .3 2 .3 2 .2 2 .2 2 .2 2 .7
Labor force time lo s t3 .............. ....... ................. - - * “ 4 .0 4 .3 4 .3 3 .6 3 .7 4 .3

Occupation

White-collar workers............................................ 769 823 2 .0 2 .1 2 .1 1 .9 1 .8 2 .2
Professional and managerial.......... ............... 257 244 1 .1 1 .4 1 .2 1 .2 .8 1 .1
Clerical workers.............................................. 398 440 3 .0 3 .0 2 .9 3 .0 2 .8 3 .4
Sales workers.................................................. 114 139 2 .6 2 .5 3 .0 1 .9 3 .0 3 .3

Blue-collar workers.............................................. 1 ,084 1 ,130 4 .2 4 .3 4 .2 3 .7 3 .9 4 .4
Craftsmen and foremen.................................... 198 182 2 .5 2 .5 2 .6 2 .3 2 .2 2 .4
Operatives.................................. ..................... 634 695 4 .5 4 .5 4 .4 4 .0 4 .4 4 .9
Nonfarm laborers.............................................. 252 253 7 .5 8 .5 7 .5 6 .5 6 .5 7 .7

Service workers.................................................... 399 411 4 .0 5 .1 5 .3 4 .3 4 .5 4 .2

Industry
Nonagricultural private wage

and salary w orkers^........................................ 1 ,950 2,077 3 .6 3 .8 3 .8 3 .4 3 .4 3 .9
Construction..................................................... 163 161 6 .9 7 .0 8 .1 6 .5 5 .7 7 .2
Manufacturing................................................... 699 786 3 .4 3 .3 3 .2 3 .2 3 .3 3 .8

Durable g o o d s ............................................. 418 452 3 .1 2 .8 2 .8 2 .9 2 .7 3 .4
Nondurable g o o d s ........................................ 281 334 3 .7 4 .0 3 .7 3 .7 4 .1 4 .4

Transportation and public utilities .............. 94 106 2 .2 2 .5 2 .1 1 .5 1 .4 2 .6
Wholesale and retail trade............. ................ 482 497 3 .9 4 .1 4 .5 3 .5 3 .8 4 .2
Finance and service industries ...................... 494 507 3 .3 4 .0 3 .7 3 .5 3 .5 3 .5

Government wage and salary workers. . . . . . . 246 229 1 .6 2 .1 2 .2 1 .6 1 .6 1 .5
Agricultural wage and salary workers................ 86 84 8 .4 8 .8 7 .6 6 .1 6 .0 7 .4

^Unemployment rate calculated as a percent of civilian labor force.
^Insured unemployment under State programs—unemployment rate calculated as a percent 
of average covered employment.

^Man-hours lost by the unemployed and persons on pan time for economic reasons as a 
percent of potentially available labor force man-hours.

^Includes mining, not shown separately.

TabU A-4: Full- and part-time status of tho civilian labor force

Full-and parf-time employment status
Total Men, 20 

and over
Women, 20 
and over

Both sexes, 
id-19 years

to n ? t « »  -

Full Time

Civilian labor force............................................................................................................................. 71 ,888 71,134 4 4 ,769 44 ,3 6 8 20 ,772 20 ,468 6 ,347 6 ,298
Employed:

Full-time schedules..........  ..................................................................................................... 67 ,294 66 ,264 43 ,078 4 2 ,5 0 4 19 ,154 18,783 5 ,062 4 ,9 7 6
Part time for economic reasons............................................................................................... 2 ,370 2 ,4 8 6 856 941 775 832 739 713

Unemployed, looking for full-time w ork..................................................................................... 2 ,2 2 4 2 ,3 8 4 835 923 843 852 546 609
Unemployment rate.................... ........................................................................................................ 3 .1 3 .4 1 .9 2 .1 4 .1 4 .2 8 .6 9 .7

Port Time

Civilian labor fo r c e ........................................................................................................................... 8 ,315 7 ,978 1,605 1,587 4 ,7 2 2 4 ,4 8 0 1,989 1 ,910
Employed (voluntary part time)...................................................................................................... 7 ,768 7 ,421 1 ,526 1 ,5 2 4 4 ,5 2 9 4 ,277 1 ,712 1 ,619
Unemployed, looking for part-time w ork..................................................................................... 547 557 78 63 193 203 276 291

Unemployment rate............................................................................................................................. 6 .6 7 .0 4 .9 4 .0 4 .1 4 .5 13 .9 1 5 .3
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(In thousands)

TabU A-5: Employed persons by age and sex

Age and sex Aug.
1968

J u ly
1968

Aug.
1967

Seasonally adjusted

Aug.
1968

Ju ly
1968

June
1968

May
1968

A p r i l
1968

Total, 16 years and over...................................... 77 ,432 77 ,746 76 ,170 75 ,929 76,038 76,048 75 ,829 75 ,636

16 to 19 yea rs .................................................... 7 ,513 7 ,589 7 ,309 5,837 5 ,753 5 ,875 5 ,855 5 ,909
16 and 17 years........  .................................. 3 ,303 3 ,462 3 ,2 1 4 2 ,403 2 ,402 2 ,4 7 5 2 ,4 1 4 2 ,4 4 0
18 and 19 years.............................................. 4 ,2 1 0 4 ,1 2 6 4 ,0 9 5 3 ,410 3,322 3 ,371 3 ,406 3 ,456

20 to 24 yea rs ............................  .................... 9 ,151 9 ,264 8 ,967 8 ,791 8 ,891 8 ,7 0 0 8 ,6 4 6 8 ,649
25 years and o v e r .............................................. 60 ,768 60 ,893 59 ,894 61,285 61,361 61 ,443 61 ,339 61,088

25 to 54 yea rs ................................................ 47 ,0 3 4 47 ,067 4 6 ,385 4 7 ,418 47 ,456 4 7 ,518 4 7 ,528 47 ,396
55 years and o v e r ......................................... 13 ,734 13 ,826 13 ,509 13,839 13 ,814 13,908 13 ,765 13,667

Males, 16 years and over...................................... 49 ,8 5 0 49 ,925 4 9 ,233 4 8 ,216 48 ,160 48 ,111 48 ,017 48 ,083

16 to 19 yea rs .................................................... • 4 ,3 8 9 4 ,4 5 1 4 ,2 6 4 3 ,309 3 ,239 3 ,253 3 ,275 3 ,325
16 and 17 years........................  .................. 2 ,033 2 ,126 1 ,989 1 ,459 1,433 1 ,4 5 4 1,447 1,468
18 and 19 years.......................... .................... 2 ,357 2 ,325 2 ,275 1,833 1 ,790 1 ,786 1 ,798 1 ,844

20 to 24 y ea rs ............................ ....................... 5 ,1 6 4 5 ,231 5 ,238 4 ,8 0 9 4 ,8 5 0 4 ,787 4 ,7 3 0 4 ,7 7 6
25 years and over............................................... 40 ,297 40 ,243 39 ,731 40 ,123 40 ,077 40 ,078 39 ,960 40 ,017

25 to 54 years................................................ 31 ,189 31,127 30 ,811 31,044 31 ,042 30 ,998 30 ,995 31,038
55 years and o v e r ......................................... 9 ,108 9,117 8 ,9 2 0 9 ,064 9 ,021 9 ,0 4 4 8 ,967 8 ,921

Females, 16 years and over . ............................ 27 ,582 27 ,821 26,937 27 ,713 27 ,878 27,937 27 ,812 27 ,553

16 to 19 y ea rs .................................................... 3 ,124 3 ,138 3 ,045 2,528 2 ,5 1 4 2 ,622 2 ,5 8 0 2 ,5 8 4
16 and 17 years.............................................. 1 ,270 1 ,336 1 ,225 944 969 1 ,021 967 972
18 and 19 years.............................................. 1 ,854 1 ,802 1 ,820 1,577 1,532 1 ,585 1 ,608 1 ,612

20 to 24 y ea rs ............ : ..................................... 3 ,987 4 ,0 3 3 3 ,7 3 0 3 ,982 4 ,0 4 1 3 ,913 .3 ,9 1 6 3 ,873
25 years and over .............................................. 20 ,471 20 ,650 20 ,162 21,162 21,284 21 ,365 2 1 ,379 21 ,071

25 to 54 yea rs ................................................ 15,845 15,940 15 ,574 16,374 16,414 16 ,520 16 ,533 16,358
55 years and o v e r .......................................... 4 ,6 2 6 4 ,7 1 0 4 ,5 8 8 4 ,7 7 5 4 ,7 9 3 4 ,8 6 4 4 ,7 9 8 4 ,7 4 6

NOTE: Due to the independent seasonal adjustment of several of the series, detail will not necessarily add to totals.

Table A-6: Unemployed persons by age and sex

Age and sex

Thousands Percent
looking

for
full-time

work
Aug. 1968

Seasonally adjusted unemployment rates

Aug.
1968

J u ly
1968

Aug.
1968

J u ly
1968

June
1968

May
1968

A p r i l
1968

Aug.
1967

Total, 16 years and over..................................... 2 ,772 3,217 80 .2 3 .5 3 .7 3 .8 3 .5 3 .5 3 .8

16 to 19 years.................................................. 822 1 ,302 6 6 .4 12 .0 13 .6 13 .6 1 2 .6 1 1 .9 13 .3
16 and 17 years............................................ 371 711 4 8 .0 13 .3 15 .7 15 .1 1 4 .4 13 .5 14 .9
18 and 19 years............................................ 451 591 8 1 .6 1 1 .0 11 .9 12 .1 1 1 .5 10 .8 12 .2

20 to 24 years.................................................... 585 533 90 .4 6 .1 5 .5 6 .5 5 .3 5 .4 5 .5
25 years and over............................................ 1 ,364 1 ,383 84 .2 2 .2 2 .4 2 .2 2 .2 2 .3 2 .5

25 to 54 years.............................................. 1 ,102 1 ,091 8 7 .9 2 .3 2 .4 2 .2 2 .3 2 .4 2 .6
55 years and over........................................ 262 291 6 8 .3 1 .9 2 .3 2 .3 2 .1 1 .9 2 .5

Males, 16 years and over.................................... 1 ,309 1,548 8 3 .6 2 .8 2 .9 3 .1 2 .7 2 .7 3 .1

16 to 19 years.................................................. 396 627 6 5 .4 10 .5 12 .0 1 2 .9 1 0 .5 1 0 .4 12 .2
16 and 17 years............................................ 199 372 5 3 .8 12 .2 14 .7 1 4 .6 1 3 .9 13 .8 14 .8
18 and 19 years............................................ 197 255 7 7 .2 9 .2 9 .8 1 0 .9 8 .3 8 .0 10 .2

20 to 24 years.................................................. 263 242 9 2 .0 5 .3 4 .8 5 .5 5 .2 4 .9 4 .9
25 years and over............................................ 651 679 9 1 .1 1 .8 1 .9 1 .8 1 .7 1 .8 2 .0

.25 to 54 years...................................... ....... 491 498 96 .1 1 .7 1 .7 1 .7 1 .7 1 .7 1 .9
55 years and over..........................  .......... 161 180 75 .2 1 .8 2 .2 2 .4 2 .2 1 .8 2 .4

Females, 16 years and o v e r .............................. 1 ,463 1 ,669 7 7 .2 4 .8 5 .1 4 .9 4 .9 4 .7 5 .0

16 to 19 years.................................................. 427 675 6 7 .2 13 .9 1 5 .6 14 .6 15 .2 1 3 .8 14 .7
16 and 17 years......................................... 172 339 4 1 .9 15 .0 1 7 .3 15 .8 1 5 .0 1 2 .9 1 5 .0
18 and 19 years .......................................... 255 336 8 4 .3 1 3 .1 14 .2 1 3 .4 14 .9 1 3 .9 1 4 .4

20 to  24 years .............................................. 323 291 8 8 .9 7 .0 6 .4 7 .6 5 .5 5 .9 6 .2
25 years and over....................................... 713 704 7 8 .0 3 .2 3 .4 2 .9 3 .2 3 .3 3 .5

25 to 54 years.............................................. 612 592 8 1 .4 3 .4 3 .7 3 .2 3 .5 3 .6 3 .8
55 years and over..................  .................. 102 111 5 6 .9 2 .1 2 .5 2 .3 2 .1 2 .1 2 .6
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Table B-1: Employees on nonagricultural payrolls, by industry

(In thousands)

Industry Aug.
1968

July
1968

June
1968

Aug.
1967

Change from
Seasonally adjusted

Aug.
1968

July
1968

June
1968

Change
from
July
1968

July
1968

Aug.
1967

TOTAL.................................... 66,596 68,358 68,721* 66,391 238 2,205 68,1*09 68,201 68,039 208

MINING........................................... 650 651 61*7 621* -1 26 635 637 632 -2

CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION____ 3,543 3,491 3,387 3,519 52 2l* 3,186 3,182 3,171* 4

MANUFACTURING............................ 19,908 19,737 19,897 19,535 171 373 19,775 19,782 19,777 -7
Production w orkers.................... 14,599 ll*,l*26 ll*,622 ll*, 338 173 261 11*, 511* ll*, 523 ll*, 523 9

DURABLE GOODS............................ H,5*U 11,591 11,678 11,363 -50 178 11,610 11,621* 11,571 -14
Production w orkers................... 8.352 8^407 8^518 8^265 -55 87 8,M*6 8,1*68 8,421* -22

Ordnance and accessories.............. 352.1 348.9 3l*2.2 323.9 3.2 28.2 353 351 3l*l* 2
Lumber and wood products........... 627.1 621.7 616.1* 616.1 5.1* 11.0 601 598 592 3
Furniture and fixtures.................... 475.1 465.3 l*7l*.2 i*5 M 9.8 20.2 1*71 409 474 2
Stone, clay, and glass products . . 665.3 660.3 657.1 61*1*. 2 5.0 21.1 61*1* 61*2 61*2 2
Primary metal industries................. 1,308.4 1,329.7 1,334.8 1,306.2 -21.3 2.2 1,298 1,315 1,310 -17
Fabricated metal products.............. 1,393-6 1,374.3 1,1|00.0 1,362.1 19.3 31.5 1,392 1,385 1,386 7
Machinery, except electrical . . . . 1,947.9 1,949.7 1,966.7 1,966.1* -1.8 -18.5 1,951* 1,91*6 1,951 8
Electrical equipment. . . . . . . . . 1,972.8 1,937.7 1,955.9 1,91*5.7 35.1 27.1 1,975 1,959 1,960 16
Transportation equipment............... 1,891**8 2,028.4 2,0l*l*.8 1,855.1 -133.6 39.7 2,033 2,071* 2,031 -4 l
Instruments and related products . 453.2 1*1*6.1 1*1*9.9 1*50.9 7.1 2.3 1*51 1*1*6 1*1*8 5
Miscellaneous manufacturing. . . . 1*29.3 436.2 1*37-9 21.1 12.5 1*38 1*39 1*33 -1

NONDURABLE GOODS : ................. 8,367 8,11*6 8,219 8,172 221 195 8,165 8,158 8,206 7
Production w orkers................... 6,21*7 6,019 6,104 6,073 228 17l* 6,068 6,055 6,099 13

Food and kindred produces . . . . . 1,896.6 1,820.6 1,787.6 1,878.1* 76.0 18.2- 1,761* 1,780 1,797 -16
Tobacco manufactures................... 9 M 76.1* 76.5 91.8 18.3 2.9 89 87 87 2
Textile mill products...................... 996.2 980.8 998,9 960.9 15.1* 35.3 988 988 990 0
Apparel and other textile products 1,1*38.1* 1,370.1 1,438,4 1,1*16.1* 68.3 22.0 1,416 1,1*11* 1,1*33 2
Paper and allied products.............. 708.3 699.6 704,8 691.1* 8.7 16.9 701 696 699 5
Printing and publishing................. 1,068.1 1,061*.0 1,064,6 1,051.7 l*.l 16.1* 1,067 1,061* 1,062 3
Chemicals and allied products. . . 1,01*6.5 1,01*3.2 1,035,3 1,015.7 3.3 33.8 1,031* 1,033 1,030 1
Petroleum and coal products. . . . 193.1 192.1* 190,5 188.5 .7 1*.6 188 188 188 0
Rubber and plastics products,n e c 561*.0 548.7 559.3 52»*.0 15.3 1*0.0 561* 557 559 7
Leather and leather products. . . . 360.9 3l*9.8 362.8 353.6 11.1 7.3 351* 351 361 3

TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC
UTILITIES ....................................... 1*,1*18 l*,387 4,375 l*-, 339 31 79 1*,366 l*, 339 1*, 336 27

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE. ll*,131 ll*,lll* 14,139 13,610 17 521 ll*,171 ll*,119 14,086 52

WHOLESALE TRADE .................... 3,72l* 3,713 3,690 3,596 11 128 3,680 3,676 3,679 1*
R E TA IL  TR A D E...........  .............. 10,li07 10,1*01 10,449 10,011* 6 393 10,1*91 10,1*1*3 10,1*07 48

FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND
REAL E S TA TE ............................... 3,1*35 3,1*09 3,365 3,293 26 ll*2 3,381 3,352 3,335 29

S ER V IC ES....................................... 10,667 10,676 10,634 10,231 -9 1*36 10,51*1 10,1*87 10,467 51*
Hotels and other lodging places . . 837.2 838.1 757.3 809.9 -.9 27.3 711 713 717 -2
Personal serv ices............................ 1,014.2 l,02t*«5 1,037.9 1,018.1* -10.3 -4.2 1,017 1,017 1,023 0
Medical and other health services 2,700.1 2,687.5 2^662.0 -,1*83.8 12.6 216.3 2,681* 2,661 2,64g 2?Educational services...................... '688.4 908.7 999,1 865.1* -20.3 23.0 1,022 1,028 1,028 -6

GOVERNMENT . . : .......................... 11,81*1* 11,893 12,280 11,21*0 -1*9 6oi* 12,351* 12,303 12,232 51

FE D E R A L......................................... 2,836 2,81*1* 2,815 2,781* -8 52 2,7?1 2,788 2,795 3
S TA TE  AND L O C A L ...................... 9,008 9.049 9,465 8,1*56 -1*1 552 9,563 9,515 9,1*37 48

NOTE: Data for die 2 moat recent months are preliminary.
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Toblo B-2; Average weekly hours of production or nonsupervisory workers1
on private nonagricultural payrolls, by industry

Industry
Aug.
1968

July
1968

June
1968

Aug.
1967

Change Seasonally adjusted

Aug.
1968

July
1968

June
1968

Change
fromJuly1% B

II Aug.
1967

TOTAL PRIVATE................... 3 8 . 3 38.2 3 8 . 1 38.H 0.1 -0.1 3 7 . 9 3 7 . 9 3 7 . 9 0.0
MRUNG........... *0-1 H3.6 H3.H H3.2 —  5 -.1 H2 . 5 H3 . 3 H2 . 9 -0.8
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION-------- 38 9 3 8 . 7 38.H 38.7 .2 .2 3 7 . 6 3 7 .H 3 7 . 8 .2
MANUFACTURING........................... HO.8 Ho.7 Hl.l H0.6 .1 .2 H0.8 Ho.9 H0 . 9 -.1

3 . 6 3 .5* 3 . 7 3 .H .1 .2 3 . 5 3 . 6 3 . 6 -.1
DURA B U I  GOODS............................ Hi. 3 Hi.2 Hl.8 Hl.l .1 .2 Hl . 3 4 1 . 5 Hl . 7 -.2

O s n d M  la a r s ............................ 3 . 7 3 . 6 3 . 9 3 . 5 .1 .2 3 . 7 . 3 .a 3.8 -.1
Ordnance and accessories.............. Hi. 3 Ho.9 Hl.6 Hl.6 .H “*• 3 Hl.H Hl.2 1*1.6 .2
Lumber aad wood products . . . . . Hl.l Ho.7 Hl.2 HO.l .4 1.0 H0.6 H0.7 H0.7 -.1
Furniture and firm s**  ................... Hi.2 Ho. 5 Hl.l H0.8 .7 .4 H0.6 Ho.9 Hl.l - . 3
Stone, clay, aad glaaa produce* . • H2.3 H2.3 H2.H H2.1 0 .2 Hl.8 H2 .1 H2.0 - 3
Primary metal industries............... Hi. 3 H1.9 H2.H Ho.9 -.6 •H Hl.H H1.9 H2.1 -.5
Fabricated metal products............. H1.7 Hl.H H2.1 Hl.6 .3 .1 Hl.6 H1 .7 Hl.9 -.1
Machinery, except e lec tr ica l. . . . Hi. 7 Hl.6 H2.2 Hi.9 .1 -.2 H2.1 H1.9 H2.0 .2
Electrical equipment. . . . . . . . . HO.H 39.9 HO.6 HO.2 .5 .2 H0.5 Ho. 3 HO.6 .2
Ttaaapoctarioo equipment.............. Hi.6 Hl.8 42.5 Hl.6 -.2 0 H2.1 42.5 42.5 -.1*
lastnuaeacs aad related prodacts . Ho. 5 Ho. 3 HO.7 Hl.l .2 -.6 H0.6 H0.6 HO.6 0
Miscellaneous auaefectariag. . . 39.5 38.8 39.7 39.5 .7 0 39.3 39.3 39.7 0

NONDURABLE  G O O D S .................... HO.l Ho.o HO.l HO.O .1 .1 39.8 39.9 Ho.o -.1
O s r rd a f  S e a r s . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.H 3.H 3.H 3.3 0 .1 3.2 3.H 3.4 -.2

Food aad kindred p rod acts ............ Hi. 5 Hl.H Hi.2 Hl.2 .1 .3 Hl.l H0.8 Hl.l .3
Tobacco manufactures.................... 38.7 37.8 38.9 39.1 1.1 -.4 38.6 38.0 38.5 .6
Textile mill products..................... Hi.2 Hl.o Hl.6 Hl.l .2 .1 Hl.O Hl.H Hi . 3 -.1*
Apparel and other textile products 36.5 36.1 36.5 36.3 .H .2 36.O 36.1 36.4 -.1
Paper aad allied  products.............. H3.3 H3.1 H3.1 H2.9 .2 .H k3.0 H3.1 H3.0 -.1
Printing and pub lish in g ................. 38.7 38.2 38.2 38.5 .5 .2 38.5 38.3 38.2 •2
Chemicals and allied products. . . Hi.5 Hl.6 Hl.8 Hl.H -.1 .1 1*1.6 kl.7 Hi. 7 -.1
Petroleum and coal products . . . H2.H H3.H H2.6 H3.1 -1.0 - 7 H2.2 1*2.8 H2.3 -.6
Rubber aad p lastics products,n e  c.. Hi. 6 Hi. 3 Hl.8 H2.2 .3 -.6 Hl.H Hl.8 1*1.7 -.1*
Leather aad leather products. . . . 38.3 38.7 39.0 38.7 -.4 -.4 37.8 38.2 38.7 - A

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE. 37.0 36.9 36.H 37.3 .1 -.3 36.3 36.2 36.3 •1
WHOLESALE TRADE .................... HO.H HO.H Ho. 3 : HO.H 0 0 HO. 3 HO.l Ho. 3 •2
R ETA IL  T R A D E ............................. 35.9 35.8 35.1 36.3 .1 -.4 35.0 3H.9 3H.9 .1

FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND
EEAL E S T A T E ............................. 37.1 37.1 37.0 37.1 0 0 37*0 37.0 37.1 0

*D«u relate to production workers in mining and manufacturings to construction workers in contract constructions and to nonsupervisory workers in wholesale and retail 
trade) finance, insurance, and real estate; transportation and public utilities) and services. These groups account for approximately four-flftiu.af the total employment on 
private nonagricultural payrolls. Transportation and public utilities, and services are included in Total IVivate hot are not down separately in «Mi table.

NOTE: Data for the 2 most recent months are preliminary.

Table B-3: Average hourly and weekly earnings of production or nonsupervisory workers*
on private nonagricultural payrolls, by industry

Average hotxly earning* Average weekly earningi

Industry Aug.
1968 II June

1968
Aug.
1967

Change from Aug. July
1968

11 Aug. 1 
1967

Changei from
July
1968

Aug.
1967

1968 July
1068

Aug.
1067

TOTAL PRIVATE................... $2*85 $2.85 $2.85 $2.69 $0.00 $0.16 $109.16 $108.87 $108.59 $103.30 $0.29 $5.86
MIMING 3-32 3.33 3.32 3.18 -.01 .lH IH3.O9 145.19 144.09 137.38 -2.10 5.71
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION-------- H.36 H.33 H.29 H .ll .03 .25 I69.6O 167.57 164.74 159-06 2.03 10.54
MANUFACTURING........................... 2.99 3.00 3*00 2.82 -.01 .17 121.99 122.10 123.30 114.49 -.11 7.50

DU R ABLE  GOODS............................ 3.17 3.18 3.18 3.00 -.01 .17 130.92 131.02 132.92 123.30 -.10 7.62
Ordnance aad accesso ries ............. 3.22 3.22 3.23 3.17 0 .05 132.99 • 131.70 134.37 131.87 1.29 1.12
Lumber aad wood p roduct*............ 2.60 2.58 2.58 2.39 .02 .21 106.86 105.01 106.30 95.84 1.85 11.02
Furniture and fix tu re * .................... 2.1*8 2.H6 2.H7 2.33 .02 .15 102.18 99.63 101.52 95.06 2.55 7.12
Stone, clay, aad g lass  product* . . 3.01 3.01 3.01 2.8H 0 .17 *127.32 127.32 127.62 119.56 0 7.76
Primary metal iadestvies................. 3.56 3.55 3.5H 3.36 .01 .20 IH7.O3 148.75 150.10 137*42 -1.72 9.61
Fabricated mrael products.............. 3.15- 3.15 3.15 2.98 0 .17 131.36 130.41 132.62 123.97 «95 7.39
Machinery, except e lectrica l. . . . 3.36 3.35 3.35 3.18 .01 .18 1H0.11 139.36 141.37 133*24 .75 6.87
Electrical equipment...................... 2.92 2.91 2.91 2.78 .01 .lH 117.97 116.11 118.15 IU .76 1.86 6.21
Ttaaeportarioa equipment............... 3.62 3.6H 3.66 3.H5 -.02 .17 150.59 152.15 155.55 143.52 -1.56 7.07
jartnm n ate aad related products . 2.98 2.97 2.97 2.86 .01 .12 120.69 119.69 120.88 117.55 1 .00 3.14
Miscellaneous manufacturing. . . . 2.H9 2.H9 2.50 2.33 0 .16 98.36 96.61 99.25 92.04 1.75 6.32

2.75 2.75 2.73 2.57 0 .18 110.28 110.00 109.47 102.80 .28 7.48
Food and kindred p roducts............ 2.77 2.80 2.80 2.62 -.03 .15 114.96 115.92 115.36 107.94 -•96 7.02
Tobacco manufactures.................... 2.H8 2.63 2.63 2.25 -.15 .23 95.98 98.89 102.31 87.98 -2.91 8.00
Textile mall products...................... 2.2H 2.17 2.18 2.0H .07 .20 92.29 88.97 90.69 83.84 3.32 8.45
Apparel and ocher .textile prodacts 2.2H 2.19 2.20 2.05 .05 .19 81.76 79.06 80.30 74.42 2.70 7.34
Paper aad allied  products.............. 3.07 3-07 3.03 2.90 0 .17 132.93 132.32 130.59 124.41 .61 8.52
Printing aad pu b lish in g................. 3-49 3.1*8 3.H8 3.28 .01 .21 135.06 132.94 132.94 126.28 2.12 8.78
Chemicals and allied  products. .  . 3.29 3.28 3.26 3.12 .01 .17 136.54 136.45 136.27 129.17 .09 7.37
Petroleum and coal products . . . 3.72 3.75 3.73 3.56 -.03 .16 157.73 162.75 158.90 153.44 -5.02 4.29
Rubber aad p lastics product%n e  c 2.9H 2.9H 2.91 2.77 0 .17 122.30 121.42 121.64 II6.89 .88 5.41
Leather aad leather protects. . . . 2.23 2.22 2.2H 2.07 .01 .16 85.41 85.91 87.36 80.11 -.50 5-30

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE. 2.39 2.H0 2.HO 2.2H- -.01 .15 88.43 88.56 87.36 83.55 -.13 4.88
W NOLESALE TEADE .................... 3.0H 3.0H 3.05 2.87 0 .17 122.82 122.82 122.92 115.95 0 6.87
R ETA IL  TE A D E ..............................

FINANCE. INSURANCE, AND
2.15 2.16 2.16 2.00 -.01 .15 77.19 . 77.33 75.82 72.60 -.14 4.59

EEAL E S TA TE ............................... 2.78 2.77 2.76 2.58 .01 .20 103.14 102.77 102.12 95.72 .37 7.42
1 See footnote 1, table B-2.
NOTE* Data for the 2 most recent mouths are preliminary.
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