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900 SITES IN WPA AIRPORT R.EC0RJ; PROJBCTS now OPE~ATD;G AT 350 

4- 2308 

Howard 0, Punter, Cornrr.iss~.oner of 1;Jork Projects; report,3d tod,l;T that 
the WPA airport co:.1s tructio .1 and imp.rov::m1ent prcgra..11 1 ,:i,s ~Ptt9r8i t1>3 f.c.;c:ili ­
ties of tt:.e nation 's flyinrr forces at 9:::lO si t ,Js , incj ud 0 ng 350 where projects 
are now in operation . 

The curre:1t work represents a gr.eat part of alJ. 'Nart.ime aj rport 
constructj on and ir.1prov,3~ent fnr t:he arr.ied for.•.;e:, . It r:c·:-.-pc"::..::oe3, 3.J.:;·,ost with­
out exception, p·o.,ects for \far and IfoV;',T DJpart.:ncnt airrc)_c-Ls !lLi for civilian 
fields which the Ai-my and Nm,y are usj_ni-; or will 11se and havo certified to be 
of militwy imnortar1ce . 

As of Decemt -::? r Jl , 1941 , :Mr . Hunter said, ¼?A workers w9:ce employed 
on 354 airport 3ites and had workPd previously on 533 ,;t,h,Jrs . Prcjects f13.d 
been approved for 76 additional sites , bringing the total '.JP.\ airport program 
to 963 sites scattered throughout the country . 

At the end of 1941, 61 , 500 WPA workers wcr2 emnloyed on various 
types of airport projects and otl:er projects rel::iti:1.g to :cirnorts~ ranging from 
grading of fields and construct.ion of r:mways to work on hancar3 and the 
installation of utilities ar1.d boundary ::'..i;-:;htin6 • Expenditur ,2 s at airport 
sites under the WPA procram rea.chcd i1.ii:::o, ooo, ooo in D•0;cer:1ber . 

Mr . Hunter pointed out that the emplo;vmcmt of necrl.y 1.vorkcrs during 
the depression years had provided a pattern of airports read:· to moot the 
increased dem:=.mds of military aviation during t 11c 1 ,rn t ye,.:-- :.~rv1 a l·,al.f. The 
rate of airport construction was increased sharply aft rc, r tl::o na::,j OJl:J.l defense 
prograJn bega11 in 1940, and has remained high in spite o.f trG drastic ~:enaral 
r eduction in the WPA rolls. 

The total ar,3a of new airports constructed by the wPA is as great as 
the land area of t he District of Cohunbia, and the acroag-~ on wl:icl--.. additions 
or improvements were made is twice that great . Runways constructed by Wl-'A 
aggregate nearly 700 miles in length and have a paved surface equivalent to a 
highway a c ross th0 c ontinent . Hore t han 1 , 000 buildings have been constructed 
and 2,700 improved or enlarged at airports . 
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