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WPA TRATNING PROGRAMS SEND THOUSANDS TO IEFENSE INDUSTRIES

Svecial training and placement programs of the Work Projects
Administration have cut a channel for a continuous flow of thouéands of workers
from the WPA rolls to defernse incustrics, WPA Commissioner ﬁowara 0, Hunter
said today,

By threo principal means the rccently-created Division of Training
and Recmploymont, under the direction of Assistant Conmissioner Fred R, Rauch,
is promoting the transfor of qualified workers to private or other goverument
jobss

A new progran: of "in-plant" training, which
sends WPA workers into plants that requisition thenm for
training periods of not more than four weeck, boforec the
end of which thoy arc gencrally hired as regular plant
crployecs,

o

Vocational training preenploymont "refrosher®
courses, now & year old, with a current cnrollmont of
37,000 WPA erployees, Approximately two-thirds of the
107,000 WPA workers nreviously oenrolled have obtained
private employrient, 4 senarate but corparable progran
is training young WPA nien as aviation ground servicericn,

Pacilitating tho return of WPA workors to prie-
vate employment through State cmployment services and
direet contact with employers, including farmers in nced
of hired labor,
The in~plant defensc training progranm is alrcady operating in 72
citics in 24 States, Mr, Huntor said, WPA pays tho nen selectod ot the provailing
loarncrs! rato, Bocause the period of training, bofore, they are hired as

regular company omployees, averages only two and one~half weeks, thousands of

men arc expected to be placed in defease production jobs during the conming
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This program, in its early weeks, has been particularly promising
in Cleveland, Chicago, Buffalo, New York City, St. Louis, Kansas City, Moes
Northern Indinna, the Los Angeles area and the Philadelphia area, The WPA
employecs arc being trained and placed in jobs ranging from airplane and pare-
chute production to lens grinding, in which there is an acute shortages

Plants where the program is alrcady under way are located also in
Maine, New Hampaire, Vermont,_Massachusetts, Connccticut, New Jersey, Michigan,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Colorado, Gecrgia,
Tennesscc and North Carolinaé

The transfer of women from WPA jobs to defense employment is expected
to become an increasingly important phasc of the in-plant program, 12 plants
already having becn authorized to train womene

In the classroom vocational training nrojoct of the WPA defense re-
employment program, a total of 145,000 have gone to school or arc now attending
in order to qualify themselves for privote employmept im specialized jobs, Ap=
proximately twomthirds of thosc who have left these courses are in private em-
ployiment e

Conducted as a natipn—wide'WPA project co=sponsored by the Gffice of
Production Menagoment and the U, S, Officc of Education, the vocational pfbgram
operates in close cooperation with local school officials who provide classroom
and shop facilities, WPA workers assigned to classcs on the basis of past
oxperionce or aptitude arc paid their regular WPA wages during an cight to 12~
weck coursc, The Office of Education provides instruction for WFA employecs and
others who arc enrolled,

WPA cmployces are undergoing vocational defense training in 791 comme
mnitics in all of the States, the District of Columbia, Pucrto Rico and Hawaiis
Of the 37,000 at present cnrolled, 12,700 are taking machine shop courscs,

5,600 weclding, 3,500 sheet metal, 3,200 auto services and 2,500 aviation sgrvice
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coursese ZElectrical services, wood working and ship building and repair are
other large categories,

The Division of Training and Reemployment, in addition, is sending
thousands of d?A workeré not under the training programs into privoate or other
government jobs, Mr, Huntcr emphasized,

' Representatives of the division are checking cmployment office files
for unfilled requests for workers, calling WPA workers in from projects and
referring them direcctly to employment: offices and employers and arranging
interviews for WPA workers and potential employers, ‘

To meet scasonal necds for farm laborcrs, WPA projects have boen suse
pended in some arsas, WPA workers elsevhore are referred to farmers who apply
‘¥ for help through the same mcethods employ@d by tho division in requests for
indusfrial cmployces, In an emergency, %o prevent spoilage of crops, qualificd
workers arc rcleased immediately to farmers by project superviscrse

A special vocational training program has prepared ncarly 500 men fron
tho WPA rolls for aviation ground crew work, and 500 others arc now being trained,
Twelve~week courses arc being conducted currently through Fhe Division of
Training and Recmployment at 49 airports in 29 States, with about 10 young men
assigned to cach field, Mre Hunter anticipatcd that acditional courscs and
extension of the program to other ficlds would provide 2,000 more tralned nen
by next sumncr for the expanding aviation industry,

Ground servicemen training coursces have been held, in all, at 77 air-
ports in 37 States, Twowthirds of those who have completed the courscs are
known to have found employment innediately, many on the fields where they were
trainede

The program is conducted under a nation-wide project co—gponsorcd by

the Civil Aeronautics Administration, which approves thc_airports to be used
Digitized by Original from

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY



42275

& for training' and supervisecs tcchnical aspects of the courses, and the Office
of Education, which is responsible for the selection and training of instructors
and supervision of the teaching, WPA pays wages to men selected from its rolls
for training and the salaries of instructors,
Trainees are taught through actual cxperience and classroon work to
guide pilots and aid in handling planes on the ground, to service plancs, to
inspect and maintain equipment and to assist in directing traffic and field

operations,
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