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FED1.,RAL WO:S.::(S AGEl'JCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINIS'.I1RATI01'1" 

~estern 

For Rel ease to lfo\,rspapers 
Sunday , September 29, 1940 

HTJNT3R ~1ifOUNCES EXP.AlTDED WPA .AIR.PORT PROGRAM 

SE? 30 1 

On the occasion of President Roo:1evelt 1 s signaling in the first 

plane to l rmd at the new Washington J:fat ional Airp ort, an expanded. pro[,Tam of 

WPA air_;ort construction surpassing that of previous years was an:iounced. today 

by Howard O. Hunter, Acting Commissioner of Work Projects . 

With the impetus of national defense ~) reparations , he said., 

Presidentic,l approval hAs been esiven in less th.'.:'l.n three months to 70 projects 

for construction, improvement or enlargement of airfields and air})Ort facilities . 

The rate of a1,provals , .. :as nearly t•,,ice as grent as in the preceding 12 months . 

The new p rojects, app roved bet ween July 1 and Sept ember 21, represent 

estimated expenditures of $21,500,000 , of which $5,825 , 000 is funds of State 

and loc<'-1 governments and in some instances of the War or Navy Departments . 

Fift?- three ponding npplicdions for additionnl projects , calling 

for estimated e :qienditu.ros of $17,200,000, indicate that project <'-pprovals will 

contL1ue at a high rate, Mr. Hunter said. A largo nu,11ber of future t:',pplicntions, 

moreover , arc anticipated. in viow of a largo ~mcunt of project ed airport work 

which hc,,s been certified by tho Army and lhvy r>..s importcmt to national defense 

but for which applications he,ve not boon received. . 

In n.ddition , Mr . Hunter noted, WPA funcls ha ve boon transferred since 

July 1 to tho War Department for 22 p roj ects and to tho Navy Dcpart,!lcnt for 10 

pr')jocts, all emplo;ring WPA workmen, in which avirttion fr.cili ties arc a greater 

or lesser part nf the work . 
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When the lfati o?J.al Airport at Washingt on goes into operation t his 

winter ns the sec ond. largest c ommerd.al fi eld in the c ountry, Mr . Hunt or said, 

WPA will have done substaatial work on every one of the nati on ' s leading c om-

meric~~l nirports , includinc the oigges t nnd busies t , at Cleveland, and the 

leader in c om:nercinl traffic , La. Gu:1rdin Field at How York. 

WPA 1 s contribution to commer<":ial air sor:rice is apparent from its 

record of ho..ving built or i mproved 176 of tho 195 r egul.:-,r airline st ops . Among 

thorn are the top- ranking fiolds in number of commercial flights , at Chicago, 

Pittsburgh, Detroit , San FrM cisco , Bost on o.nd Buffalo , and the Los Angeles 

municipal field. t o whic~1 airliners now l.:mding elsewhere will be shift ed . 

The now Washi?J.gt0n air-port represents tho ox-pendi ture t o the p resent 

of approximo,tol~,r $1 , 400,000 by t 'PA i n ~,d.diti on trJ the funds "l f other agencies. 

WJ?A employees have built t wo 2.nd a quart er milts '.)f levees ancl revetme;~ts around 

tho fill th.:-;t mo,ko s possible this c o:::1pletcly mod.orn t,irport on the south8rn 

shcrc o:f the h ist oric Potomac , just c,cross fr om the hoc.rt of the Nation ' s Capital. 
I 

Two miles of the Mount Vcrn0n Momorinl High\•;ay , along the route George Wr.tshington 

r ocle as a you ng surve;yor , were relocat ed in preparing the site. WPA workers also 

drnincd and graded the field , stabiliz ed the base for five miles of runways and 

aid.ed in the vast excavati 'jn (rperati ons . 

In addition to operations at municipal airports , many of which are 

officb,lly designated ns im})ortant to defense, WPA workers are now doing basic 

work on the new Southeas t e rn Army Air Ease at Ttw;l};a and the now Southeastern 

Naval Air Ease at J acksonville, Fla. • They aro develop ing the now Northeastern 

Army Air :Bnse at Chicopee Falls , 1fass., ~rn.d improving Lowr:,r Field at Denver 

and tho nulti:ple a'b\6tBieWtiyfaciliti os of tho Arrny in the cJ?fgfi½aAAYRnio area of Texas . 
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McChord Fi old in Wa.3hing t on and March and Ifoffctt Fi el cls in C[-1.lifcrn i a arc 

nmong the principal s it e s in the WPA military avi atUn,,fn.cilit y pr ogr am on the 

West Con.s t . I n Puerto Ri co , Army arid N,2.vy ficlJ.s have sone of the lar ges t of 

t he avi a ti on p r ojects i n p r ogr ess . 

The recent n.pprov.:1ls i nclude 1, r cject s at all of these sit es and a t 

other p l aces s o located t hat new WPA a ir:;,ort p r ojects, military and. civil, forn 

a p attern [.i,l ong tho c on.sts c:Uld. b orders of the Unit ed States with c oncentrati ons 

in tho strategic c orners of the c ountr;ir . 

11 The i mportance -:, f t he expn.nd.od WPA £>..irport p r ogr ru;i in t he c ountry ' s 

nati onal defense efforts :.s evident fr om the fact that , ove:?:1 at tho for'.:ler r a te 

of a irport work , WPA has done more than f our- fift h s of all t he a irport c onstrue/,; 

ti on of t he l o.st fi ve ;years, 11 Mr . Hunter s 2.i d. , 

11 We have c onst ructed 200 fi el ds wh0re t her e wer e none "b e f or e o.ncl 

imp r oved or enl a r ged 375 other s . On these nnd other sit os r:10r e t han 1, 600 

"bu ild i ngs have b een built or i mp r oved and nur:ierous ot he r f acil ities p r ovidccl . 

Besides t he sl1ar o of thi s work which has b een done on :nilitc,r y a irports, still 

ot her Army and Nav;y aviation f a cilities have b een p r o-vided f r on Hn.waii to 

Puert '.) Rico with W:PA funds trans f err er~ t o the War and lhvy Departncnts f or the 

emplcymont of WP.A. wor kers . 

11 Th i s c or.ii) l e t od wo r k , vhether on civ il or r.dlit a r y fi elds , h~.s 

p r ovid.od bases a nd emergency ancl training fi el ds fo r the t h0u sn.n0.s of _p l a,.1o s 

fl.nd pilots the c ou nt r y is acq_uirL1g f or its defense , 11 Mr . Hunt e r c ontinued . 

11 Tho new a irport p rojects are into6Tal p.s.r t s of t he 112.tioncl defense progr nn . 

In order t o assure t he pri orit y of t :ie :.1os t essent i a l, the War and. No,vy Depart

ments havo sp ecifically certified nel\rl~r hal f of t l:..e recontly- ap·Jroved p r '.)jocts 

Digitized by 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 

Original from 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 



- 4 - 4-2169 

ns inport ont to national dof tmse ." 

(Atto.chcd is n mtcp shmJing civil and ,:1ilit n.ry airports c o1'-s truct od 

or inprovcd by WPA throu gh Jur.e , 194,0, exclus ive of t hoso on wh ich transferred 

WPA funcls wore used b y other Federn.l agenci es . ) 
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