
FEDERAL WORKS k}E}JCY 
WORK PROJECtJ:'S AD:.f! NISTRATIOU 

}'or Release to Morning Pa:pers, 
Saturday, August 17, 1940 . 

SOLICITATION OF '\l.'PA WOF.KEF.S P:.EFE.mIBD TO AT'I'OR:IJEY GEKERAL 

4-2159 

Eoward O. Hunter, Acting Commissioner of Work Projects, today 

referred to the Attorney General co:rrµlaints of possibl e violation of t he 

Hatch Ac t in the solicitation of Indiana WPA employees for political con

tributions . 

J ohn K. J ennings, I ndiana WP.A. Ad.ministrat or, forwarded to 

Mr . Hunter yestercia;y the co:!!plaints 0f vffA ei,rr:i loyees that th,3y have received 

letters bearing thE: name of the Indiana Wj_:;.lkie Club and inviting $1 con

tributions, over the p rinted sig.nature of Willis lJ . CovaJ., Chair::1an of tho 

club . 

One of several such letters , sent to Mr . J ennings b~r WPA 

e1:1plo;,rees who reported r eceiving them , was r eferr 8\i to the Attorney Genora.J. 

by Mr . Hunter. Acc ompanring the lettcir a.re it s envelope, ad,ir0ssE::d t o 

William Bault of Bloomi ngton, a WPA Area Supervising Timekeeper, se·:eral 

enrollme~t card.s ,;,nd a. return envelope ad.dressed to the club headquarters 

in Indiru:ia:polis . 

The Ifatch Act !'lakes it unl2.wf1.1l knowiEgly t o sr::licit or 

receive a pol itical contribution f r o'!! a person paid from :!federal work relief 

or relief funds . A si::-iilar prohibiti on, with provision for jail sentence 

and fines , :i.s contai:::ied in the current WPA Al)::)ropriati on Act . 
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