
WORKS PROGRESS A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

For Release to Newspapers of 
Sunday, March 26 , 1939 

* * * * * 

ADVISORY COMIII TTEE APPRAISES WPA EDUCATION.AL WORK 

4-1919 

' I 

The emer gency education pr ogram of the Works Progress Administrati on 

has made one of the most significant coutributions t o the progress of education 

in the history of the United Stat es , according to the r eport of a survey 

recently completed under the asupic es of the Advis or y Committee on Education , 

of which Floyd TT . Reeves is cha.irma.n . 

"That there was and is a demand for the s ervices r endered is manifes t 

in the persis t ence and growth of enrollments , " the report states . 11 The people 

can l earn ; the peopl e want to l earn ; the peopl e i nt end to learn. Wha t t he 

regula r educa ti onal agencies have fail ed t o pr ovi de , the ,::i oopl e have found -

i n a reli ef pr ogram. 

11The impe tus gi von t o educntion by the eIJ1e r genc2r p rogram cons ti tut es 

one of the :wost significant devolopments in tho history of the Unit ed State s .tr 

Tho report , entitl ed. 113ducational Activiti es of the Wor ks Progress 

Administ:!'.'o..t ion , 11 is one of a ser i es prepo..r ed at t he req_ues t of Prosicien t 

Roos evelt on the goneral r ol.'.1.ti onshi:p of the Federal Government t o educntion . 

The r ~1.)ort is D. staff study published with the ap:pr ove .. l of the Advisory 

Committ ee , but tho staff members who wrote t he r eport , Doak S. C[t]Ilp~ell , 

Frederic J:i: H. :Bair , and. o. L. -Ho.rvey , are r espons i bl e f or ti1e opini ons expr essed. 

Dr . Campbell is Denn of the Grad.uate Scl10ol of Education , Peabody College, 

Nashvill e ; Dr . Bair is Supe rint endent of Schoo ls , Bronxville , New York; &id 

Dr . Harvey , since completing his work for the Advis ory Committ ee , h~s boon on 
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the staff of the Federal Committee on Apprentice Training , U. s. Department 

of La:io r . 

The report gives a full discussion of the gener al background nnd 

scope of emergency educat ional activities , beginning with the Federal Emergency 

Reli ef AG111inistrat ion in 1933 ; analyzes the program cont ent , and offers nn 

evaluation both of or ganizati on and administrative procedure as well as of 

pr ogrn.m accomplishments . 

The WPA education pr ogr am 11 has sought and found it s principal 

applicntion in the r anks of the underpri vil egod, " t he study po ints ou t . 

11Alt hough not a.elibe r a t el y so int ended , t hi s is the reverse of the usu2J. 

:9r oceduro of pr ovi ding educati onal facilities t o t he wealthi e r groups fil·st •• • " 

I n evaluating the outstanding phases of the pr ogro.rn , the ro?ort 

li s ts the fo llowing , i n order of importance : 

11Tho literacy and naturali zation programs cons titute the outstanding .. 
contri b-u.tion of the emer gency progr am • • • If within t hcmsel ves they carry 

the seed of devel opment int o other fields of i nteres t , they may serve as the 

key to the education of the masses . 

· 110f a,lmos t equal significance is the :9r ograrn of education fo r 

family living. I t goes i nt o the homes of the people , of the underprivil eged 

and needy, to hol p t hem to mee t and overcoi:ie the prc-01.,·, ms "l"Thich arc mos t 

i mrtodintc and intirJate in their 1i ves ••• It is t ':lo p re .:;1·cn obovc o.11 othe rs 

wilich, ui1dcr some auspices , should be develo_p0d l'..nd peruane:..1tly continuoa .• 

11Public affairs education , a r elatively small :program i n i ts 

p res ent form, comes next on the list . It is based fundamentally on tho 

pract i ce of denocr~tic gov0rnrnent • • • If democratic procedur es are to 

pGrs ist , t hi s typo of educat ional service will have t o become one of the 1:ios t 

i mpo rtant in the field of adult educat i on . • " 
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