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WPA STUJJY Fnms EMPLOYMENT DECLLNE I N AGRICULTURE IN SPITE OF INCREASED 
PRODUCTION 

In spite of a 27 percent increas e: in tho vo l ume of producti :m 

over tho l as t 25 years , American farming tcday c mpl0ys t on p ercent 

f ewe r people than it did f or merly, it is r ovoalod in a study onti tlod, 

11 Tronds in Employment in Agricultur e , 1909- 36 , 11 conducted by tho 

National Rosoarch Proj ect of tho Works Progress Admin i st r at i on and 

r cl oasod. for publication today by Administratcr F.arry L. Hopkins . 

Mechani zation r,f many farming operati ons that formerly wor o 

dono with human or animal l abo r is tho principal cause cf this change 

in product ivity , Corrington Gi ll, Assistant Administrator in charge 

of r e search, states in his l otter of transmi ttal. "Although tho 

average fe rtili ty of tho soil certainly has ne t increased, and 2-lthough 

offnrts toward a higher quality of agricultura l products have t ~ndod 

to increase l abc r roq_uiromonts , the i mprcvod t echnique s of production 

none thel e ss hav e cut tho tot al numbe r of p ersons working in o,griculturo 

in spit e 0f an incr oR s od rmtput . 11 

Mr . Gill cit ed, a s ono outstanding example nf tho effect of 

mochaniz a tion,
0

.tru:itd hsincc l'.)20 tho combined hn.rv e: st or ~thre shor has 
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displaced most of the 100, 000 to 200 , 000 migratory harvest hands who 

used to find employment every summer in the wheat belts of the Great 

Plains and the Pacific Northwest . 

The r eport stat es that average total employment on farms 

declined f r om 12 , 209 , 000 in 1909 to 10,997,000 in 1936, a drop of 

approximately ton percent . 11 The number of hired workers has declined, 

particularly during the last few years . In 1909 an average of 2 , 868 , 000 

persons woro working in agriculture for wagos , while in 1936 this numb er 

had boon r educed to 2 , 494 , 000 . This decline , houovor , did not occur 

uniformly throughout tho period • • •• In t erms of the statistics 

presontod ••• it was tho hired norkors i7ho folt tho groatost effect 

of tho doprossion . i7horo possible , their places woro takon by tho 

f a rmers • children as they grou up and stayed homo , or by those rrho 

cr.tme homo from tho cities to \7ork in r eturn for shelter and food ••• 11 

In 1935 , moro than 3/ 4 of all f a rm l abor rms performed 

'\7ithout rrages by mombors of tho f arm oper a tors ' families , tho r eport 

points out . A gr ont deal of tho YJork on tho cotton crop is done by 

sho.rocroppers and their famili es , aml tho heaviest concentration of 

unpaid f o,mily '.7orkcrs ,10.s found in tho South. Tho nbili ty of the 

cotton crop to utilize tho labor of i7omcn is similarly r espons ible 

for the high concontrntion of f emale f arm labor in tho South. 

The r eport is published in a booklet of 163 pages r,i th 

numerous charts and t nblos . It ,ms prepar ed by Eldon E. Shn•.1 nnd 

John A. Hopkins as one of tho r eports of tho 1Jational Research Proj ect 

on Reemployment Opportunities and Rocont Changes in Industrial Tcchni~ues 

for the 'VlPA, directed by David Wointrnub . 
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