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]'or Rel<>ase to Morn:i.ng Newsp3.pers , 
Thursday , November 10 , 1938 . 

FFOdOTIONS AH~TOUNCED IN Tiffi FED?;}t.A:, Tllli.ATRE r'ROJECT 

Tvvo promotions in important executive posts of the Federal Theatre · 

Pro,icct wore announced today by Hallie Flanagan , National Director , wi th t he 

ap r_;roval of Ellen S . Woodwr-,rd , Assistant Administrator of the Works Progress 

Admir.is t ration . Th2 persons c o~cerned. in the shift , which will 'b e effective 

Decemoer 1 , are George C. Gerwing and James R. Ull~an . 

Mr s . Flanagan stated that Gerwing \7ill 'b e promcited from his pos t 

as Federal Theatre Director for Southern California to Regional Director of 

Federal The:atre Pr oje cts in ~forks Progress Ad.ministration Region I , wi th 

headquarters i n Mew York City . Ger rdng 1 s nm1 duti os 1;1ill i nclude t he compl ete 

supGrvision of Feder al '.Iheat r e activities in sevon F':lster n_ states : Massachusetts , 

Connecticut , Vermont , New Hamps:1ire , 1/laine , R.ri.ocle Island and J:iicv1 Yor k Stat e 

(outsiie New Yor k City) . 

To head. Federal Theatre 1 s second largest unit Ullman is 'being 

transferred. from New York City , Hhere fo r the pn.st yerir ho has held t he post 

of Executive Assistant t o George Kondolf , Director of the N8w York City 

Pr oject . He takos complete charge of 8, illli t of 1 °100 pE,rsons , with prod.ucing 

activities in 'both Los .A:!:1.geles :..nd. Ss.n D:i. c,go . 

No other change s of per s onne l 9,r s pl a nr-.od in the two regions 

co~cornod , Mrs . FlaL2~~n nnnmmcod . 
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Unit has been turning out a high calibre program and Ullman will 

assume !:iis new duties as d.irector with the pr esent staff carrying 

on. 

The only change in the East will be the splitting of the 

present :Eastern Region, consisting of 13 states , into two parts . 

The expansion of Federal Theatre activ::. ti es in these stat es has 

made this change neces sary. Gorwing will direct activities of the 

New England state s, uhile the present East ern Regional Dire ctor, 

Blanding Sloan, continuos in charge of Pennsylvania, New J e rsey, 

Maryland, DelHwaro and West Virginia. 

Both the men concerned in this promotion h,-:we l ong ;rnd 

successful r e cords in the co mmercial theatre. George C. Gerwing 

has been actor, stac;e manager, director and producer in practically 

all fields of the dra 'Ila, including radio , films , stock and legi ti;nate 

stage produc tions during tho past fift een y ears. For the l l',st three 

~rca,rs ho lu!,s been conn·Jctcd ui th tho Southern CaliforYJia Fede r o,l 

Theatre Project whore his regime has -been responsibl e for a ser i es 

of hi t productions culminating in the present standing-room-o~ly 

succ e sse s of Run Li ttlc Chil:"un and T,m a Dv,y . 

This v,ill not be Gorwinf; ' s fir st experience ,1i th Fedo r ~l Thon.trc 

on the .Atlant ic Co as t , as he was brour)1t in~o the Ea,::;ter n Region 

as Acting Director a year ago to r 0or6ani ze sovern.l Proj ects . His 

consequent familiari t;;• with tho Pro j ects i,1 the East ern ste.tos nnd 

his r e cord. both whil e there and i n Sou thern Ca lifornia havo mnde 

him t he lo gical c:1o ice for his new position . 
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Jame s R. Ullman, before joining the Federal Theat r e , was one of 

t he most not ed of the younge r Broadway t heatrical pro ducers . His 

r ecord on Broadway i ncl ude s the original production of the Pulitzer 

prize play Men in Whi te , as well as of the fo llowing successe s : 

The Milky WaY, Blind Alley, Stork Mad, The Laugh~g Woman, Birthda,y 

and numerous others . He has varied his career a s a Broadway pro­

ducer with stock productions, studies in Paris and publ icat i on of 

a best selling travel book The Other Side of the Mounta in doscribing 

his adventures in the Peruvian Andes and the Amazon Valley. For the 

past year he has been Executive Assis ti,,nt and. Producer t o Georee 

Kondolf , Feder al Theatre Director for Now Yor k City and in this 

position has had a l a r ge hand in the pr oduction of such successe s 

a s One Third of a Nation , Prologue to Glory , :Bic; BJ.ow, ilc'l.i ti and 

Shaw 1 s On Tho Rocks . 
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