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WPA PFBLISHES SUM.EARY Al'ffi INDEX OF RESEARCH 

Results of some 2,000 res earch J roj ects ca rri ed on as par t of the f ederal 

work relief p r ogram are summariz ed "b ri e fly in a d i ges t and index n =i l eased t oday oy 

Harr y L . Hopkins, Works Prog r e ss Admini s tra tor . Tho volume contains a concis e 

statement of t l1e outsta~ding findin gs and conclusions o f each r esearch pr ojec t 

a..'ld an alpha1:,e tical suoj ect index to the cont ent s w:.1 ich touc!J. u pon n earl y every 

fi el d of sci ent i f ic inve stigation . 

Commenting on this pu.o1i cation, Corrington Gill, Ass i stant WPA Adminis­

trat or, said , 11 T~1.is Index will make Ct vast amount of r esearc11. materi a l avai l abl e 

for the fir s t time t o universit i ,=is , sci e,ntific organizati ons Bnd indust rial r e­

sear ch d c:pai·tm-:mts and will enaol e them to take advantage of wo r l:: alr ec:-,dy done ~ 

A gr eat deal of overlapp ing and du plication in sci entific invest i gati on will o e 

elimina t ed . 

11 Incid entally , these r e sea rch :pr ojects, although they c onstitut e l e ss 

than 3 per cent of t he -p r ogram , a r e tr er;iendou ;,ly i mpo rtant , 11 }fr . Gill continued . 

11 The r es'..llts , as sum:11arized i n this I ndex of Research ProJect s , spenk for them­

selve s -- they have p rovided more adequate knowledge of s1.1ch pro"t, l ems as dis ease , 

Digitized by 

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
Original from 

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 



4 -- 17?2 

- 2 -

inadequate housing , tra ffic accidents , soil erosion and countless others . I mpo rtant 

discoveries in medicin e , industrial technology n.nd many other fields hD,ve been made 

by the project workers . Even more important, these p r ojects were desi 5ned to give 

j obs to nnenployed p P-rsons with professional or teci:mical training . This emyiloy-

rnent has not onl:,r used their skill and tr:iining in procluctive sc i entifi c work , lmt 

they have recoi ved further traini~g and a bac:::ground in othe:- fields as well . Our 

labor tu:'."nover on this typ o of p r ojec t is consideni,bly higher thrin the gen er Pel 

aver .·>.f e si-nply b ecause the training and E:X!)e rience r cce iveC::. by the ,·,orkers frequent­

ly r t.; su1 ts in a stea d_y ,job ni t h a rnunicip A-l r c se.:.rch bureau , a university depe.rt-

ment o r some simil1:tr organization." 

The summari es jncluded in the dige st are A-rranfed according to the u1bjec t 

ma tt er of the r esearch , the broad fic·lds b oing na tura l r esourc c:s , sci s nce end 

t echnology , hi s tory, econc:nics , gov0 rr.mental r esearch, social r esearch and eciuca-

tion . 

In connection with t:i:1ese r e:0orts , Mr . Gill po int ed out that the functi on 

of the WPA i s to supply qualified r elief labor to assist sponsorc; i!1 the ir r e search 

activiti e s and to r.1ake c e rt.::,in that ~he invest i g~tions a r e unJert8ken on a sound 

sci entific basis. 11 I n consid8ring the desirability of all projects of this sor , , 11 

h e said , 11 wu consult 2, Federp,l de:-iart ment , e-, r c sec.rch f oundat:.on or 11n out stand ing 

speciRlist in the pa rticulnr type of resenrch involved . Their advic e B,S to 

p r .'.',,cticability of the p roJ ect and the proper methods of conduct ing it D-re e ssc:ntial , 

On the, othsr hand , r eyio rts on the r esults of scientific in-,,rcstigrcti ons c-r o p r epared 

and issued b;y -pro ,j cct srionsors . The WPA insi s ts that the r esults be made Ecvailable 

for public use , but nny conclusions end int cr pret::ttions a r c t:!-le sponsors ' respons i­

bility . The best i ndex of the quality of these reports, i t seems t o me , is the 
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l arge nurnbers of them wriic:1 hav e been accen t ed and :puolished by the stnndD,rd 

t echnica l a nd scientific jo1 .. rn.:ils . 11 

A li11i t ed edition of t h i s Index h,<>_s been p repe.recl fo r d istribution to a 

few of t 11e l n r ge r pu-DJ. ic a nd university lib r a ri es , wher e it wil l b e availabl e for 

r e f e r enc e , a nd for Gov e rnmen t cle-_oa rtments, industria l concerns and r eseo r ch 

foundc,t ion s a ctively engaged. in sci enti fic j_nvestigat i on . 
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