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THE W OR K S PROGRAM 

*** 
--Works Progress Administration--

For Release in 'fuesday Morning Newspapers, 
January 19, 1937. 

WPA Employing 2,350 in Flood Control Work With Thousands in Reserve. 

Employment of 2,350 project workers of the Works Progress Adminis­

tration in combatting floods in Missouri and Indiana was announced today 

by Administrator Harry L. Hopkins. Thousands of additional men were 

said to be available in these and other States, if needed, to reinforce 

levees and evacuate r esidents and livestock of the menacec areas • 
. 

Representatives of the United States District Engineers office 

at Memphis, Tenn., now directing operations in southeastern Missouri 

with the aid of Works Progress Administration forces and four companies 

of Missouri National Guard, said t:1ere was no indication of serious 

danger to Mississippi River levees. They attributed this largely to 

WPA work in strengthening these levees between East St. Louis and 

Mem:phis during the last 18 months. 

Harry Easley, WPA Deputy Administrator of Missouri, reported all 

projects in the affected area closed to permit the workers to join 

in emergency flood measures. In Dunklin county, 1,250 WPA workers 

were reinforcing levees along a 27-mile front of the St. Francis 

river under supervision of U. S. Engineers, who brought material and 

equipment from Memphis. Two hundred fifty WP.A workers in Butler 

county were employed in eva cuating; resi.d.ents and livestock along the 
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Black river a t Popl a r Bl uff and in \'ror}:ing en t he l evees . The east 

side of P oplar Bluff w'3. S r epo rt ed fl cod ed as wate r rose to wi t hin 12 

inche s of the top of t he l evee . P Pmiscc t cour:ty was the t hird in 

Miss ouri to close all WPA p r oj ects and an additior,.al 350 me n were at 

work he r e a nd in t he othe r two counties on a special flo od control 

p r oject begun at the r eques t of Army Engine e r s . 

Additicn.ql a i d t o flood-stricken Missouri count i es was made 

poss i bl e as sur plus commodit i es we re shj -pped by the WPA , in coopera-

t i on wi. th the State Rel i ef Commis s i on . The Ameri car1 Red Cr oss Chapter 

at St. Louis also was ass i st i ng i n distribution of fo od a nd clo t hing . 

F i ve hundr ed i'i"PA p r oject vrn r r.ers were emp l oyed on emergency flo od 

relief in I nd.i,rna , Wayne Coy , State Admini strator, r eported today . He 

added t hat this nwnber p r obably will be doubled l ate r in t he week as 

the flo od c r es t moves southwar d along White River and the Wabash t owar d 

the Ohio . 

White Rive r, a.t Ind i anapolis, r eached it s 1913 flood stage 

yesterday morni ng , Mr . Coy said, out there we re no drownings a nd 

p r acti cally no property loss was r epor t ed , in contras t t o damage a.mounting 

to millions of dolla rs and many deaths dur ing t he fl ood 24 yea rs ago . 

Mr . Coy said the ex tensive flood control p r ogram of the Works Progr ess 

Administration dur ing the . l ast two year s was r espons i ble for t h i s savi ng . 

Levees were being r e info rced and e ndange red r Rs ide nts, with their live-

stock , evacuated. f rom the shores of the Wabash in southwe stern I nd i ana 

as the flood crest, !1.0W approri.ch i nr: the swol 1.en Ohi o , pa.ssed southrm.r d . 

I n both Kentucky and Illinois, WPA offici a ls wAre holding men a nd 

equi pment r eady for duty . 
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George H. Goodman, Kentucky WPA Administrator, said tr~cks, 

boats and men wmld be ready if needed along the Ohio :::-i ver. He 

ha d notified local and National Guard officials that District WPA 

officials were prepared to put men to work whenever necessary, 

Earlier work on levees by the Works Progress Administration along 

the Ohio and Mis$issippi rivers has lessened the danger of seri ,-,us 

damage, he o.ddc➔ d. 

In Illinois, Charles E. Miner, Deputy Administrator of WPA, 

likewise had notified district WPA directors to be prepared for 

emergency work, although the crest is not expected to reach lower 

Illinois cities along the Wabash and Ohio rivers before Thursday. 

Fl nod stage, 40 feet, was reported at Golconda,.Ill., on the Ohio 

today with a crest of 47 feet expected Thursday. 
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Emergency flood relief work of the Works Progress Administration 

is carried out under presidential authorization given last February, 

in anticipation of the Spring floods of 1936 when more than $18,000,000 

wn.s made available for use in the event of such emergencies, Mr. 

Hopkins exnlained. Since then extensive improvements in levees and 

other flood control structures have been completed. 
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