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State WPA Admini s t r ator s i n structed to Avoid Over- supply of Labor i n Cotton 
Fi el ds. 

Sta te Work s Pro gr es s Administra tor s i n t he so1i thern s t a t e s wer e 

instructed today by As s i s t ant Admini s tra tor Thad Holt tha t in considering 

suspension of WPA pr oje cts to allow workers to accept employment as 

cotton pickers, it must be de t ermine d whe t her actual employment at 

standard wage s is ava il ,,b l e for t he l a·bor t h ,1.s r e l eased. 

11 1 t i s not tr ... e p olicy of t he Works Pro _:p.·es s Admi nis tration arbitrarily 

to take any action whi ch will make an over-sup·ply of l abor available for 

limited emp l oyment, to depress go i ng r a t es of wa E:es or to for ce workers 

to a ccep t sub- s t andal'd wa ges , 11 Mr. Ho l t s t a t ed in his t e legraphi c 

instructio ns to admini s tra tors in A.l abama , Arka nsa s , Georgi a , Lou isiana, 

Hi s si s sippi, No:c t h Carolina , Sou th Ca ro l i na, Tennes see , Texas a,.'1.d Oklahoma. 

Southern civic organi zations Wednesday r eques ted the Works Pro gress 

Admi nistra tion to curtail wPA proj e cts in the cotton st ate s to allevi a t e 

a p i ckers" shortage . Offi c i als r ul ed t h:=i.t WPA v,orkers ar e expect ed to 

accep t available job s in private employrr.ent, v;he the r of a t er.1porary or 

permanent natur e , whe n, they are qu aJ..ified to do the work and when su ch 

work is at a standard wage . 

Meantime, E. S. Klaiber, presi dent of t he Memphis, Tennessee , Chamb er 

of Commerce t e l egr aph ed Mr. Holt to day t imt curtailman t of WFA proj ects 

11 would b e a ser ious mi s t ake. 11 
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Mr. iiolt P..lso rccei,r ,.o d tehgra:p}:1ic mc ~rna~:es from Mayor Watkins 

Overton of Memphis, and R. B. Snowden, chairman of the Memphis Chamber 

of Comme rce committee on agri culture, on the ~mbject. 

Press re_,Jorts from Memphis Wednesday stated that civic organizations 

were preparing to propose a curtailment of WPA p rojects for a period of 

10 weeks so that workers would go to the fields and harvest the cotton crop. 

Mr. Snowden was quoted as saying that he had been informed that "those 

on relief have refused to work. 11 

In his t e legram to Mr. Holt, Mr. Snowden stated: 

"Our request to local relief agencies was simply that all relief rolls 

be combed c urefully to the end that non-emergency workers be dropped for 

r e lease to cotton fields and only emergency workers be retained. We have 

had a confe:;.·ence with all officials and are convinced that this release 

has already been accomplished. 11 

Text of Mr. Klaiber's telegra;n is as follows: 

"The aericultural committee of the Memphis Chamber of Commerce at a 

meeting yesterday decided to confe r with ci t ;:;r officials as to advisab ility 

of relieving WPA workers for cotton pickin : . After thorough investigation, 

we are convinced that the thousands of workers on present WPA proj ects are 

usefully employe d and curtailment of this work would be serio-u.s mistake. 

We are convinced that the WPA has r emoved fror:i its rolls every qualified 

person for v;o rk i n cotton fields. Thousands of skilled labore rs, clerks, 

and so forth, on WPA p rojects are not equipped for work in fi e lds and could 

not support themselvAs nnd families. We are con-_rinced that any curtailment 

of p r e sent WP.A program would be serious mistake as outlined al::: ove . 11 

Digitized by 

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
Original from 

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 



-3-

Text of Mayor Overton 1 s telegram is as follows: 

11 In regard to r ecent report in connection with need of cotton pickers, 

city authorities and l ocal WPA officials are urging all qual ified persons 

on WPA payrolls to take these jobs, Local relief authorities have already 

taken three hundred from r elief rolls because able to pick cot ton, It 

must be borne in mind, however, th&t t he re are t housands of industrial 

employees, clerks, office workt.JrS and city laborers who have had no 

experience in picking cotton and could not earn a living at this work, 

which is paid according to the quantity picked , We ca'1not e .xpe ct these 

people to leave their homes ruicl famili e s to go to the countr;f for a f ew 

we eks 1 work at which they have no experi ence .n.nd could no t earn money 

enough to support the ir families, WPA rolls in Me-nphis have b een cBre

fully watched end eve ry effol't has b een us ed to keep pe ople off WPA 

payrolls when and as employment is available in pri vet e indus try~ and 

we are confiden t the number on r eli ef pB,f J."Oll s will compare frvorabl y 

with any city of this si ze in the countr;,•. 11 

0-0-0- 0- 0- 0- 0-0 

Digitized by 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 

Original from 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 


	19360910_1309_wpa_pressrelease



