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Hopkins Reports Slight Rise in WPA Wage Rates.

Average wage rates on Works Progress Administration projects throughout
the country showed a slight rise for the first half of April, compared with
the same period in March, Administrator Harry L. Hopkins announced today.

The April wege rate for all projscts averaged 43.8 cents compared with
43 cents an hour for the March period. While rates for most projects were
slightly higher, no increase was greater than one and a half cents.

Hourly rotes increased in 32 States, showed no change in New York City
and Delaware, end decreascd in eight States. In 26 States, the increases
were less than a cent an hour, and in only three States were they more than
two cents an hour. However, Alabama's rate increased by more than four
cents an hour. In Iowa and Penasylvania, the hourly rate was decreased by
almost five cents, while in Utah, Minnesota, and North Dakota the decrease
was about three cents.

In generel, hourly rates on all types of projects are lower in the South
and Southwest becazuse of the lower wage rates esta®lished for that section
of the country. Two additional factors are the prcdominance in these
scctions of rural aveas in which the established rates are lowest. Also,
projects involving the empnloyment of more than the average number of highly

paid workers are generally concentruted in urban areas.
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Variations in the average hourly rate by type of project are determined
largely by the number of skilled workers needed on the various types of
projects. For projects involving the use of relatively large numbers of
skilled workers, such as public building projects and those classes of high-
way, road and street projects which involve the construction of streets, alleys,
gutters, curbs and sidewalks, the hourly wage is higher than the average.

On projects where most of the workers are unskilled, as on flood control and
other conservation projects, the average hourly wage is below the average for
all projects.

Average hourly rates of workers employed on Works Progress Administra-
tion projects for the first half of April, ranged from 37 cents for all goods
and sanitation and health projects to 59.8 cents on housing, 53.8 cents on
professional and clerical projects, snd 58.4 cents for educational projects.

The highest average rates for all projects in the April period were
68.2 cents in New York City, 64.1 cents in Nevada, and 61.8 cents in Montana.

Educational and professional and technical projects show the highest
average hourly rates for the country as a whole (with the exception of housing
projects, in operation in only 16 States and employing only, 6,500 persons),
since the established rates for workers employed are high and projects are
generally operated in urban areas. Public buildings and recreational proj-
ects also had average hourly rates of 50 cents or more but the average for
all projects is greatly weighted by the more than 1,000,000 workers employed
on the relatively low paid highwey, road and street projects.

(Attached are tables showing wage rates by tyoe of projects and by
States.)
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