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Hopkins Reports 96 percent of WPA Workers Taken From Relief Rolls • 

.Approximately 96 persons out of every 100 working on Works 

Progress Administration projects throughout the country have been assigned to 

jobs from relief rolls, Administrator Harry L. Hopkins announced today. 

Figures released by Mr. Hopkins also showed that about 2,150,000 

or 80 percent of the 2,700,COO workers reported on Works Progress Administration 

project payrolls throughout the country in December, 1935, were assigned at un­

skilled work. 

About seven percent of this total were assigned at jobs re-

quiring intermediate skills, eight percent at skilled work, and two percent were 

placed on professional and technical work. The remainder were placed in supervisory 

and other positions exempted from the security wage. (See attached Table I) 

About 85 percent of workers taken from relief rolls outside of 

New York City were employed in December at unskilled work whereas only 6 percent -

of non-relief workers were thus assigned. Over half (53 percent) of the non­

relief persons employed were assigned to supervisory and other positions exempted 

\ ·rom the security wage scale, The next largest classification in the non-relief 

group was skilled work which represented 18 percent of the total (See attached 

Table II). 
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Outside of New York City only 3~4 percent of all workers 

· employed on the WPA Program were not_ taken from relief rolls. Of all · workers 

assigned at unskilled work only ~.2 percent did not have relief origins, and 

about 6 ?ercent of the intermediate workers and 10 percent of the skilled 

workers fell in the same category. Professional and technical workers not 

taken from the relief rolls accounted for 22 percent of this occupational 

class, and of the supe rvisory and other non-security wage workers, 68 percent 

did not have relief status. (See attached Table III) 
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To.ble I 

1:'forkers 1'mployod or, WPA Projects in En.ch Wc.ge Clo.ss 

Decembe r, 1935 
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T£'..ble II 

'7WRKS PROGRESS ADF DTISTRATI0N 

lliiorkcrs ~mploycd on 1!1fPA Pr oj e cts by ~fago Clo.ss and Forme r Relie f 
St utus, E;-c 1.u sivc of New Yr,rk City 

Dc ccmb0r, 1 935 
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T::i.b l o III 

·1VORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

Relief a.nd Non-re lief Workers on WPA Projects in Ee.ch 'Ve.go Cl a.ss, 
Exclusive ~f 'ifaw York City 

De cembe r, 1935 
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