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WPA ':Vorke rs To Be Ready For Flo od Eme r genci es. 

\VPA worke rs will be r eady for action whereve r flood dange rs may arise 

in various. sections of the country, Harry L. Hopkins, Works Progress Adminis­

trator, said today . 

Eve ry WPA administration, with t he exception of Maine, West Virginia, 

Tennessee , South Carolina, Florida , and New York City , has r equested emergency 

flood work projects. The se communitie s have not asked for such projects, be­

cause the dange r from flood in t hose areas is not i r.:m inent .. 

Anticipating flood conditions becau se of an expected early thaw fol­

lowing -a sever e wint er, the v!PA took pr ecaut ionary a.ct ion on February 16, by 

wiring state administrators t-0 submit emer gency flood ~ork projects wbe rever 

the r e was overflow dange r. The proje cts we re submitted to Washington in answer 

to that wire by fort y-three state s and t he District of Columbia.. 

The purpose of t he se pr oj ect s , accordi ng to Mr, Hopkins, is 11 to 

prov ide for necessar y eme r gency work when danger to life or grave risk to 
A 

property is engend_ered by flo od or t haw cor..di tions. 11 This is flexible enough ,. 

he pointed out, to allow local WPA directors to use as many men as may be r eally 

ne eded in each area to meet any flood emer gency, without disrupting the r egular 

WPA program. 

In regard to direction of the emergency work, Mr. Hopkins said: 

11 In those state s where work ,.,ill be carried on if it becomes necessary, 

the work of the WPA will be generally supervised and c oordinat ed by district 

engineers of the Enginee ring Corps of the Army. 11 

Apart from this nation•vide precautionary step t aken to meet the emergency 

anticipated, the WPA has for months been engaged on flood control ~ork in many 

states as part of its regular program. it was pointed out"· In scores of localities 

streams have been straight,ene.d, levees tlqvaatened, dikes built, as pl'eyentive 

measures to lessen or eliminate .flood da.rna.ge. 
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