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WOLEN IN THI 80TH CGiCRESS %/

.Seven women now serve in the 80th Conpgress, all of them in the House -
of Representatives. There are no woren in the 3enaie. The wonen representatives,
in order cof their length of service in Congress, aray irs, iary T. Horton,
Democrat of New Jersey; lirs, Edith llourse Rogers, Republican of Liassachusetts;
Mrs, Frances P. Bolton, Republicen of Quio; Mrs. Liargaret Chase Smith, he»ublican
of Maine; Iirs. Helen Gahagan Douglas, Democrat of Ccliforria; and -— nevcomers
to Congress this year —- lirs. Georgia L. Lusk, Denocrat of :lew liexico, and
Mrs, Katharine St. George, Repubiican of New Yorlc,

lrs. liary T. lorton, Democrat from the 13th District of New Jersey
(Bayorne and paris of Jarsey Citw) is the unoifficial "dean" of Congresswomen;
by virtue of seniority. The first -voman to be clected to Congress from the
Derocratic FParty, she has served continuously since 1924, 2orn in 1875 in
Jersey City, she attended public scunools there and took a secretarial course in a
New York City business school, arter which she worked as a stenographer and
secrctary until 1909, when she mairicd Roburt Francls dortum,

After her marriage sh~ beocame active in c¢hild welfare work, and in
course of  her charitable activities she often arranged for municipal help at
City EHall, where she met Liayor Frank Hogue who asiced rer in Jdune 1920 to

become the representative of
In 1921 shc weas elected vice
on the Committeze until 194/,
elected Frecholder in Hudson

Democratic Netionzl Convention.
as the representative frem the Jerser City district of Kew Jzrsoy.
appointed chairman of the Housce ;
fivst woman ever vo head a Congr:

In

Columbia, she-became thc

Hudsen County viomen on tac State Democratic Committece
chairmon of the State Ucnocrosic Committee, serving

5 yoars of this tinc as cheirman, In 1923 she vwas
County,and in 1924 she 5 a czlegate to the

.rs. Clorton was clected to Congress in 1924,

In 1931, when

L+ g~ :. Lo fal cer aed B -
i Aopresentatives foumiliee

she vias naned chairnen ¢f the House or

937

L

was chairisan for 6 ycars,
Representatives Ccmmittoe on Labor, During the 10 years in which tirs, Norton was
hcad of the House L.tor Cowrittee, she heivncd to steer tir.ugh Cungress much
important labor lcgislztion, incliuding the Federal Fair L:itor Standards Act, which
established a minimum viage rate for emplovecs of firms engaged in interstate
cormerce

Ifrs. Norton was appointed by President Trunan in 1945 as Govornment
Representalive and Observer to the International Laber Confercnce in Peris,Fiance.

After the g0th Congress convened (1947), she resigned from the Conmittese
on Labor, and at precent is rarnkinge minoribty member of th. Cormitteé on
House Administration.
#/ The informaticn used in these Diographical notcs
by the Consresswoncn, and frouw material aprearing
Directorv, Current Blozrophy, !lo's. '
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Lirs. Sdith Movrse Remers, Renublican fron the 5th District of

Gessacmsotts (citics of Loweil 1, Uoburn, wnd 27 tours), o3 been in Cangrosn since
1023, She was vorn in 1821 in Saco, ..ul"lb, ves gradaatea frem Dopgers hall Sciacol
in Lowell, lassachusetis; and alteixied hadane Julien's Scliool in Paris, rance. In
1607 she murricd Joim cacob Rogers, a lawyer who served in “he ilouse of Renresenta—
tives freom 1913 till his death in 1925, )

i
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lrs. Rogers has zn espzcizl intersst In veterans' ailairs, wvhich da (

Dzci to the First liorld V-r, wvhen she served in France uith the YlCA end toc Arerican®
203 Crocs, [From 1918 to 1922 siie was a led Cross voiker abt the Arny'c naticna P
nosm~ital, Walter Recd lospital in lleshidngton, D. C. In rcmg:uts.on of her iork for i
vetorans! welfare,- Presidernt Parding appointed her in 1922 as lis personal \
rerreseniative in charge of assistance for disabled veteranc, & wosition to which !
3ne vas reappointed by Fresident Cooliage in 1923 and by Precsident Hoover in 1929, [

rs. Rogzrs was elected the House of Represcrntatives of tihe 69th
zress, June 30, 1925, to fill the "CanCJ caused by the death of her husband,
was recelected to the 7Cth and to every succcndsnp‘ Congress, ror rears she
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served as the ranking Republican mexber on the Foreign: fi'c._r.g Congrittec of the

Zouze, She was a delegate o the Imm—Ax.. rican f‘onf\,r 1ic? on Pr obl'-mo of iar and

feze at ilexico City in February 1945, , . . ) I
lirs. Rogers was oversues during both ¥orld ¥ar I and %orld tar ITY ,

Zarly in Yorld ilar II she introduced the bill creating the Vomen!s Army Auriliary

Cerzs, later esbtablished as the fomen's Army Corss (Wil).

P -

In the present (80%h) Congross, she is chairman of the licuse of

epresentatives Committee on Vetercns! Alfairs .
O ,Q//;/u (,'OC.W

lirs. Frances P. Boiton, u.cm-c.:.:.\.:.t.m:;r.c fron tne 22nd District of Ohio
("-ﬂ“u of Clevelend and sucz,rbo J, has baen a mepboy of -,mr'rcss sinee 1940, Sue wos
torn in 1£86 'in Cl»vw.'n-l Oiilo, and vas 'd-'ca!,(.q in private schools in the Uadbed
t2ies and-An Frence; che alco studicd ab the mnnes hu ihe Seheol in Maw York City.
in 1907 she wos married to Chaster Cuutle Bolbon; she s Lhe mother of thiee sous
cnd rnov nins fou” grendeons ~nd one granddaushtor,

wJ

. From the tine she returned from school to her home in Clev:land, she
1oox an active pert in puilarntirogsic and, civie achiviticc. -Intorcohed in aj.] haalbh
maticrs and active in both pvbliic heelth nursihy and nuruing zducation in Claveland,

irs, 3olton's endowment of the Schcol -of Nursing of ‘lestera Reseive University there
vas incident to hor mony vwrs of active p'.‘.r‘"l(.l sation in the building of the school,
She is an honorary merber of the Alwmi of the Amuy Schoel cof lurzing because of the

% she 1a-'e,d during tie First Vorld Tlar.in lLo ¢stablisinent.

P(;
P =
=

"-'“" Bolton served on tne Republican State Ccm r2l Comiittee in Orio
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933 to 1940, and as vice—chairmsn of thrz Nat 10.1‘*1 Iisadblican Prosran Com—
J
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Tivisce during the same period. Elected in Februzry 2940 to tiwe louso of Representa~
tives of the 76th Con~1-c¢s to -..ng the unexpired term of her hiwswond, siie has served
conf‘,i'luoule since then., AU the beginning of tiorld lir II 5 prior to the cstallish-
ment o tie U. 5. Cadet ifurse Corps under the Polton het, she wus :inst“ur.crrtal in
scourding funds to increcase the tcaching capscity of man schools of nursing,

. e
lrs. Bolton has bzen o moember of the Foreign Aflwirs Conu'.c'u';tc\, r the
iiouzs of R -p:‘cg,r,n-t,. tives :r‘mcc sanuary 191, Skt has viorked svecossfully for tne
rasLage of the grecle-furiiish Tocn T1ill and of rclicd bills for iuropnc. She is
now ch “J.l‘ an of the (x\,O"-"n‘ch Subcenuiittee on Aleica anl of Suueonsdiite Nol. 5
en i Caticnal and Inbernational ioverents, The laptor subcormittds will study wnder
3 e
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nar roadershin vorld novorients cucl: oo ecmeuni am. {acet o paticnaliet movoernsnts
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Mrs, Margaret Chase Smith, Republican from the 2nd District of liaine,
has been a member of Congrecss cince June 1940 and ic the first and only woman to
represent lMaine in the U. S. House of Representatives. Slie was born in .
Skowhegan, Maine, in 1897 and graduated from high school in 1916. After graduation
she was successively a teacher, on executive for the !faine Telzsphone and Telegrap:h’
Company, an executive in a newvispoper company, tieasurer of & waste process coinpany,
and, concurrently with the latter job, an excculive for a woolen company.

In May 193C she married Clyde H. Smith, a former State Senator, and
became active in politics, being elected in 1930 to the Republican State Conmittee.
In 1936 when her husband was elected to the ', S. House of Representatives, she
worked as his secretary, menaging office vork, handling meil, znd doing research
on the subjects of various bills, When her husband died in 1940, lfrs, Smith was
elected to fill his unexpired term. She was chairmen of the lfaine State
Republican Convention in 1G4/,

At her request, in 1943 she mas placed on the House of Representatives
Naval Affairs Cormittce; she attributed her wish to viork with this cormittee to
Maine's long coastlinz, and to its shipbuilding and Navy Yard interests.

In April 194/ she served as onc of 13 advisers to the U, S, Government
delegation at the Internmational Lavor Couference reeting in Philadelphia.

During Vorld War II lrs, Smith was a memker of the only Congressional
committee ever to drau the official commcndation of the iate President C
Franklin D. Roosevelt, ‘the House Weval Affalirs Subcorrittee on Congested Areas,
whose work the President terned an ouistanding comtribution to the successful
prosecution of the var. She made an cxtensive study throughout the Pacific in
1944, and the Sccretary of the Navy adopnted her recorr sndaiions for the benetit
of fighting Naval pcrsonncl.

Hrs. Smith is a member of the irmed Servicee Corzaittee of the House of
Representatives, As chairman of the Comndtiee's Licdical Subeomnittee, lirs, Srith
was the first member of Conzress to obtain unification of legislation requestcd
by the Army and by the Wovy. Irs. Smith recuired that scparate Army biils and
separate Navy bills on muwrscs corps cnd medical services be combined into single
and uwniform bills to cover both the Army and the Navy, N

She is 2 proronent of Reserve legisiation for the Armed Scrvices, having
introduced legislation on all major »hases of Reserve interest and covering all
branches of the Armed Services, and having introduced sore Reserve bills in the
80th Congress than any other mcmber of Congress.

irs.Smith says that while she is a champion for womun, she is not a

feminist, She believes that "a woman's viewpoint shculd bc objective and free

of any enmphasis on ferminine intcrests M
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Mrs. Helen Gahagon Dounlas,“bomocrat from the l4th District of California,
(part of Los Angeles) first clected to Comgress in 1944, was ro-elccted in 1946,
She was born in 19C0 in Boonton, New Jursey, was educated in private schools, and
attended Barnard College. She left Barnard Collecge after two ycars for a star part
on Broadﬁa;. In 1926 shc began to study voice and later made a concert tour of
Europe. Returning to the United Stetes in 1930, she again starred on the stage,
where -she mct hclvyn Douglgs.~ They were married in 1931. iirs. Douglas has two
children., . o

It was not until af tor her rctlrn fro“ a conc~rt tour of Europe in 1937,
with its opportunitics to observe and interpret conditions there, that Mrs. Douglas
became actively cengaged in civic arfairs. She served on the Hational A-ivisory
Committee of the Vorks Progress Administration and on the C.lilforinia State Advisory
Committee of the National Youth Administration. In 1940 she was clected Democratic
National Committcewoman for California and was appointed vice-chairmen of the
Democratic Stete Committec in 1941. She was alsc clected chairman of this
Committee': Vioiien's Division and unanimously re-elected in 1942,

In July 1946 President Truman appointcd lirs. Douglas as an alternatc
United. States delegate to the Gencral Asscambly of . the Usitua Nations, - :

In the nresent (80th) Conrress, she is o member of the Fo:clgn Affairs
Committee of the House of Represcntatives.

Mrs. Georgia L. Lusk, Democrat of New He>icc, and lrs, Katharine
St. George, Republican of New Yorik, arc serving in Congress for the first time this
year, .

Mrs, Georgia L. Lusk, Democrat of Santa Fc, New ACfmco, is one of New
Mexico's two represcentatives at large. She vias born in Carisbad, Hew ilexico, in
1893; was cducated in public schools in Ncu lexico, and atv Iew iextico State
Teachers Collcgv, Highlands Univers 1oy, and Colorado Stnte Teoachers College. For
several ycars she taught school and in 1019 was ﬂ“e ted county school superinten-—
dent of Lea County, New liexico. She was clcetad State Supsrintendent of Public
Instruction for the terms 1930-34 cnd 1942-46. In addition to her work in the
educational field, she nos ongnged in-the ranching business for 20 years. She is a
widow and has thrce sons, all of whom sorved with the Armed Forces during llorld
Var II. Her oldest son was killed in line of duty, :

She is a merber of the Veterans! /iffairs Committue of the House of
Representatives. : .

Mrs, Katharine St. George, Republican from the 29th District of New York,
was born in Ingland, wherce her father was Buropcan editor of Forum magazine., Since
the age of 18, houcver, she has lived in Tuxedo, lNew York, llorricd to George
Baker St. George in 1917, shc hcos one daughter and tuo grandchildren,

Her intecrest in politics is of long standing. She was a member of the
Tuxedo tovmn board for 15 ycars, and for 20 ycears was a menber of the Tuxedo Board
of Education, scrving for a time aos its president. She was the first woman to be
elected chairman of 2 Republicun County Comrdticce in New Yorike Statc and is now
onc of the two women chairmen in the State, Among her othor activities arc those
of: former president of the Tuxedo Republican Club, former president of the Orange
County Federation of Vlomen's Republican Clubs, dircctor of the Yomen's Nationcol
Republican Club, d&lC"&tv from Orange County to the 194A Lapublican I'ational
Convention,

She is now a member of the Post Office ond Civil Scivice“Committce of



