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The Legal Status of Women in the 
United States of America

Introduction

Any conclusion bearing on woman’s status under the laws of the 
United States of America must take into account the common law, 
on which the fabric of the Nation’s jurisprudence is woven.

The common-law rules of property sprang from various causes, 
notably tradition, military or economic exigency, and “natural male 
dominance.” Economic and social advances in the position of women 
in the United States have brought about marked changes in the laws 
governing property and family rights and political status.

In general, it has been the rule that where specific statutes abro
gating common-law principles have not been enacted, the common 
law applies. In the century just past, many of the old common-law 
injustices to women have been removed by statute.

The material considered centers largely around the woman in the 
marriage relation, since the legal status of the unmarried woman is 
practically identical with that of the unmarried man.

The United States Summary of the Legal Status of Women in 
the United States of America, Bulletin 157, has been brought up 
to date as of January 1, 1953. Information in the Summary is com
piled from the reports for each of the 48 States and the District of 
Columbia.
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Sources

Code, District of Columbia, 1951 
Reports, D. C. Appeals 
Reports, D. C. Supreme Court 
Reports, United States 
Federal Reporter, 2d Series

Explanatory Note

This pamphlet, Bulletin 157-8, presents a digest of statutory changes 
enacted in that jurisdiction up to January 1, 1956, and supersedes the 
previous report and addendum for the District of Columbia.

References to the code sections are indicated by parenthetical in
sertions of section numbers, as “ (sec. 29-1-01)

Case citations definitely construing statutes or declaring judicial 
policy in the absence of express statutory provision are indicated by 
footnote references. Cases showing historical development of a stat
ute or policy are followed by the abbreviation “(Hist.).”

Numbered subject hearings are the same of those used in the Sum
mary. Cross references employ these numbers for brevity, as “See 
number 6,” which refers to the subject heading “Earnings of a mar
ried woman.”
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Contracts and Property

1. Age of majority

In the absence of a statutory provision, the common-law rule pre
vails that both sexes attain legal majority at 21 years of age.

2. Contractual powers of a minor

A minor is liable to the extent of a reasonable price for necessaries 
sold and delivered to him. “Necessaries” are goods suitable to the 
condition in life of the minor and to his actual requirements at the 
time of delivery (sec. 28-1102).

A proviso in the portion of the statute giving married women the 
free possession, use, and disposition of their separate estates limits 
to married women of 21 years of age or over the “disposition of * * * 
real or personal property, or any portion thereof, by deed, mortgage, 
bill of sale, or other conveyance” (sec. 30-201).

A wife who is not less than 18 years of age may release her dower in 
property conveyed by her husband by either joining him in the deed 
or executing her own separate deed for the purpose (sec. 30-216).

A female who has reached the age of 18 years, or has been married, 
may (1) receive a bequest of personal property or money (sec. 18-722) ; 
(2) make a valid will if, at the time, she is of sound and disposing 
mind and capable of executing a valid deed or contract (sec. 19-101).

The natural or appointive guardianship of the person of a female 
minor ends when she is 18 years of age or when she marries (sec. 
21-129 ).*

Letters testamentary or letters of administration may be granted 
to qualified persons above age 18; but if granted to a person between 
18 and 21 years, the bond executed by him for faithful performance of 
duties is as binding as if he were of full age (secs. 20-101, 20-102).

The disability of minority of a resident of the District of Columbia 
who is eligible for a veteran’s loan guaranteed by the United States, 
and of a minor spouse of such resident (when acting jointly), is 
removed with respect to incurring of any obligation in connection 
with such loan and with respect to the exercise of the rights of owner-

1 Jones v. Jones (1934), 63 App. D. C. 373, 374 ; 72 Fed. (2d) 829.
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4 THE LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

ship in any property acquired with proceeds thereof, including the 
right to sell, convey, lease, encumber, improve, or maintain the same 
(sec. 45-1701).
3. Property exemptions from seizure for debt

A. Respective Rights of Man and Woman

Any person, whether residing in the District of Columbia or residing 
elsewThere but earning the major portion of his or her livelihood in the 
District, who provides the principal support of a family, is allowed 
a personal exemption of not more than $200 each month against seizure 
for debt for 2 months immediately preceding the date any writ is issued 
to seize such earnings. The exemption applies to the person’s earn
ings, salary, insurance, annuities, pension, or retirement payments not 
otherwise exempt by law.

Husband and wife, living together, are entitled to only one such ex
emption on their aggregate income from these sources, in cases aris
ing out of contract.

All persons similarly qualified as to residence or source of livelihood 
and who do not support a family are allowed exemptions of $60 each 
month for a similar 2-month period of wearing apparel up to $300 
in value and mechanic’s tools up to $200 in value (sec. 15-403).

Damages recovered for wrongful death from injury go to the benefit 
of the decedent’s family in the manner provided by the statute of 
distribution in the District of Columbia, free from claims of decedent s 
creditors (secs. 16-1201, 16-1203).

A person who is the principal provider for a family, and either re
sides in the District of Columbia or earns the major portion of his 
livelihood there while residing elsewhere, is allowed exemptions from 
seizure for debt in certain types of personal property, including family 
wearing apparel up to $300 in value for each person; household fur
nishings up to $300 in value; and provisions, fuel, and equipment used 
by the debtor to earn his livelihood, within specified limits of quantity 
or value (sec. 15-401). _

Such exempt property and equipment is not included in the debtor’s 
estate at his death, but continues exempt from claims of his creditors 
and is distributed to the family or household as the court deems proper 
in each case (secs. 18-301, 18-406).

Either spouse may procure insurance on the husband’s life for the 
sole use of the wife; and, upon the prior death of the husband, the 
proceeds of the insurance are payable to her, free from any claim of 
the husband’s estate or creditors.

Policies taken out for the benefit of, or assigned to, the wife, children, 
■or any dependent relative, or creditor of an insured person likewise 
are exempt as to creditors of such person (sec. 30-213).
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 5

No deed of trust, assignment for the benefit of creditors, bill of sale, 
or mortgage upon any articles exempt from seizure for debt shall be 
binding or valid unless signed by the wife of the debtor, if he is mar
ried and living with his wife (sec. 15—402).

B. Homesteads

There is no provision for a homestead exemption.
4. Ownership and control of property owned at marriage

(See number 9.)
5. Contractual powers of a married woman

As to her separate estate, a married woman has capacity, as fully 
and freely as if unmarried, to engage in business, to make contracts, 
to sue separately as to property or person, or to be sued separately on 
her contracts or for wrongs independent of contract, whether these 
arose before or after her marriage (secs. 30-208, 30-209).2

Married women who have reached their majority have power to dis
pose of their separate property of every description by deed, mortgage, 
bill of sale, or other conveyance, as fully as if they were unmarried 
(sec. 30-201).

In the appointment of an administrator, if there is neither widow 
nor surviving husband, nor child, nor grandchild to act, the father 
shall be preferred; and if there is no father, the mother (sec. 20-206) ; 
males shall be preferred to femals in equal degree (sec. 20-209); a 
feme sole shall be preferred to a married woman in equal degree 
(sec. 20-213); relatives of the father to those of the mother, in equal 
degree (sec. 20-214).

6. Earnings of a married woman

Whatever property a married woman acquires by her own skill, la
bor, or personal exertions is declared to be her own property as 
absolutely as if she were unmarried, and is protected from the debts 
of her husband so that it is in no way liable for the payment of such 
debts (sec. 30-2'07). She is empowered by statute to sue separately 
on her contracts, and for the recovery, security, or protection of her 
property (sec. 30-208).
7. Liability for family support

The husband is liable for family support, as at common law. He 
is not relieved from liability for the debts, contracts, or engage
ments which the wife may incur on the credit of her husband or as his 
agent, or for necessaries for herself or for his or their children (sec. 
30-211). .

2 Jett v. Montague Mfg. Co. (1932), 61 App. D. C. 277; 61 Fed. (2d) 918. (Hist.) 
406414—56------2
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6 THE LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

If a married woman contracts for family necessaries independently 
of her husband and on her own credit, she is liable for them (secs. 
30-209, 30-211).

The Married Women’s Act for the District of Columbia does not 
substitute common-law liability of the husband for that of the wife 
but retains it as an additional security for benefit of the other con
tracting party, even though there may be situations in which a wife 
can render herself liable for necessaries when contracted for inde
pendently of her husband.3

Any person who, without just cause, deserts or willfully neglects 
or refuses to provide for support and maintenance of his minor child 
under 16 years of age or of his wife in destitute circumstances is 
guilty of a misdemeanor (secs. 22-902, 22-903).

No husband shall be liable for any debts contracted by his wife 
before their marriage or for claims or demands against her arising 
prior to marriage (sec. 30-210).

8. Right of a married woman to engage in a separate business

A wife may engage in any business and acquire property by her 
own skill, labor, or personal exertions as if unmarried. Whatever 
property she so acquires is subject to her own debts but not to those 
of her husband (secs. 30-207, 30-208).

9. Rights of a married woman with respect to separate property

A married woman holds all her property of every description 
for her separate use and has power to dispose of it, by any mode 
whatsoever, as fully as if unmarried (secs. 30-201, 30-208).

All the wife’s property of every kind belonging to her at marriage, 
and all property which she may afterward acquire or receive by pur
chase, gift, grant, will, or inheritance, or by her own skill, labor, or 
personal exertions, or from proceeds of court action, or in any other 
manner, belongs to her absolutely and is not liable in any way for the 
husband’s debts (sec. 30-207).4

If the wife is under 21 years of age and is entitled to a separate es
tate, a guardian for her estate is appointed by the court. Her husband 
is preferred by statute for such appointment (secs. 21-109 through 
21-112). If she marries after a guardian has been appointed for her 
estate, she may elect to have her husband substituted as such guardian, 
subject to the court’s approval (sec. 21-114).

10. Property acquired by joint efforts of husband and wife

There is no community of interest in property acquired by the co
operative efforts of spouses. Such property belongs to the husband

* Stein V. Woodward tP Lothrop; Stein v. Frank 71. Jelleff, Inc. (1050), D. C. Mim. App. 
77 A (2d) 564.

* Bronson v. Brady (1900), 28 App. D. C. 250. (Hist.)
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by common-law rule, in the absence of a private arrangement creating 
a joint ownership, as by joint deed or joint bank account.
Tenancy by the entirety

This form of property ownership is available only to husband and 
wife. Under it, as it exists in the District of Columbia, each spouse is 
entitled to enjoyment and benefits of the whole property held by the 
entirety; neither can encumber or dispose of it acting alone, and either 
survivor is entitled to the whole property on the death of the other.5 * 

(See also number 15.)

11. Damages for injury to person, property, or character

For recovery for torts committed against them, married women have 
authority to sue alone as fully and freely as if they were unmarried 
(sec. 30-208).

A wife may sue in her own name and recover compensation for 
injuries to her person received through the negligence of a stranger.9 

She may sue likewise for damage to her business.7 * 
Either spouse has a right of action against a stranger for alienation 

of affections of the other.8 9

12. Damages for injury by spouse to person or property

Neither husband nor wife is liable for the tortions acts of one 
against the other. This is the common-law rule, and it prevails in 
the District of Columbia, unaffected by Code Section 30-2'08.10

13. Competency of husband or wife to testify for or against each 
other

In both civil and criminal cases, husband and wife are competent 
to testify for or against each other, but neither can be compelled to 
testify. Neither can testify as to any confidential communication 
made by one to the other during the marriage (secs. 14-306, 14-307), 
except in a prosecution for nonsupport of family (sec. 22-904).

14. Right to dispose of separate property by will

A valid will can be made by a male person of the full age of 21 
years, or by a female of the full age of 18 years, if at the time of 
making the will he or she be of sound and disposing mind and capable 
of executing a valid deed or contract (sec. 19-101).

5 Fairclaw v. Forrest (1942), 180 Fed. (2d) 829 ; 76 U. S. App. D. C. 197 ; 318 U. S. 756.
« Capital Traction Co. v. Rockwell (1901), 17 App. D. C. 369; Lansburgh & Bro., Inc. V. 

Clark (1942), 127 Fed. (2d) 331, 75 U. S. App. D. C. 339.
i Wills v. Jones (1898), 13 App. D. C. 482, 498.
“Richards V. Lorleberg (1935), 65 App. D. C. 57, 62.
• Fleming v. Fisk (1936), 66 App. D. C. 350.
10 yellow Cab V. Dreslin (1950), D. C. App. 181 F. (2d) 626, 86 U. S. App. D. C. 327.
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15. Inheritance rights in deceased spouse’s estate 

Real property
At the death of the husband, if he leaves no will, or if his will 

makes no provision for his widow, or if she renounces the provision 
of her husband’s will for her (see number 17), the widow takes a dower 
interest of one-third of all lands owned by her husband during the 
marriage (secs. 18-201,18-202), unless she has forfeited this right by 
desertion or adultery (sec. 18-203) or released it by deed (sec. 30-216) 
or by legal jointure (secs. 18-205,18-206).

If a married woman dies owning real estate in fee simple which 
she has not devised by will, and a child capable of inheritance lias 
been born of the marriage, her surviving husband has an estate by 
curtesy in such lands (sec. 18-215). _ _

The real estate within the District of Columbia which is owned in 
fee simple by an intestate person at death descends outright to his 
or her surviving spouse, in the absence of any surviving kindred of 
the decedent in the following degrees: (a) Children or child, or de
scendants of them; (b) parents, or a parent; (c)brothers or sisteis, 
or descendants of either (sec. 18-101).

“Every estate granted or devised to two or more persons in their 
own right, including estates granted or devised to husband and wife, 
shall be a tenancy in common, unless expressly declared to be a joint 
tenancy * * *” (sec. 45-816). This section does not abolish com
mon-law tenancies by entireties.11
Personal property

The estate of an intestate spouse, after payment of debts, is to be 
distributed to the surviving spouse as a whole, if there is no surviving 
child, parent, grandchild, brother, or sister, or their issue (secs. 18-701, 
18-702). If the intestate spouse leave a father or mother, or brother 
or sister, or child of a brother or sister, the surviving widow or husband 
takes one-half the net estate (sec. 18-704). If a child or children or 
issue of such child or children survives the intestate spouse, the widow 
or surviving husband takes one-third of the net estate (sec. 18-/03).

Husband’s absence

If a person owning property in the District of Columbia, and hav
ing a wife or minor child dependent to any extent upon him for sup
port, has disappeared or absconded without making sufficient 
provision for such support, and it is not known where he is, or if his 
whereabouts is known and he has been without the District of Colum
bia continuously12 for 2 years or longer, the wife or someone in her

a Settle v. Settle (1925), 56 App. D. C. 50; 8 Fed. (2d) 911; Herh v. Qerstein (1941), 
D. C. 41 F. Supp. 034.

12 DeRuiz v. DeRuiz (1936), 66 App. D. C. 370 ; 88 Fed. (2d) 752.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 9

or such minor’s behalf has recourse to the court for hearing of the 
matter, as prescribed by law. In such a case the court may order a 
receiver to take possession of the property and, under the court’s direc
tion, apply the property or its proceeds to the support and mainte
nance of the absentee’s wife and minor children. Provision is made 
also for final distribution to the persons entitled to receive it of any of 
such estate remaining at the expiration of 14 years after the date of 
such disappearance or absconding, as found and recorded by the court 
(secs. 20-701 to 20-714).
Wife’s absence or insanity

If any married woman has been found to be insane, or if she has 
been absent and not heard from for 7 years, the husband may grant 
and convey by his separate deed, whether it be absolute or by way of 
lease or mortgage, as fully as if he were unmarried, any real estate 
which he may have acquired since the finding of insanity or since the 
beginning of such absence (sec. 18-204).
16. Provision for survivors during administration of estate

As a portion of the decedent’s exempt property, the family cloth
ing is subject to distribution by the court to such members of the family 
or household as the necessity and circumstances of the particular case 
may require (sec. 18-406). (See also number 3.)

17. Right of husband or wife to disinherit the other by will

Either spouse, within the time prescribed by law, may file in the 
probate court a formal renunciation of all claim to any devise or 
bequest to him or her under the will. By such renunciation the widow 
becomes entitled, in addition to her dower interest, to the distributive 
share of the husband’s personal property which she would have taken 
if there had been no will; and upon such renunciation by the husband, 
he becomes entitled to the distributive share in the deceased wife’s 
personal property which he would have received if she had died in
testate. (See number 15.)

In the event a will contains no provision for the surviving spouse, 
and no valid agreement between the spouses has been made before 
or after marriage as to property settlement, the survivor takes the 
same portion as is provided for in case of an election, though no formal 
renunciation is necessary (sec. 18-211).

Every devise of real or personal estate is to be construed as in lieu 
of dower in lands or share of the personal estate, respectively, unless 
the will expresses a different intention (sec. 18-210).

If the will of the husband devises a part of both real and personal 
estate to the surviving wife, she is barred of the statutory right to 
either, unless renunciation of the whole is made (sec. 18-212).
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10 THE LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

If a part of the real estate or a part of the personal estate is devised, 
however, renunciation is necessary only as to that estate, unless the will 
expressly provides that it is to be in lieu of the survivor’s entire legal 
share, in which event the whole must be renounced (sec. 18-213).

Marriage and Divorce

18. Age of consent to marriage

Men at 21, and women at 18, may marry without consent of parents 
or guardian. Below these ages, parental consent must be obtained for 
the minor, first of the father, or if no father then the mother, or if 
neither then of the guardian, before license may be issued (sec. 
30-111). Below the ages of 18 years for males and 16 years for 
females, a marriage is wholly void from the time a decree of nullity 
is declared (sec. 30-103). (See numbers 22 and 23.)

19. Common-law marriage

There is no statute abrogating the common-law marriage. The 
validity of such marriages has been upheld by court decision.13

20. Premarital requirements

The statute makes no provision for a health certificate prior to 
marriage. A waiting period of 3 days must elapse between the 
date a license to marry is applied for and its issuance (sec. 30-109).

21. Interstate cooperation in marriage-law enforcement

The statute makes voidable those marriages consummated else
where which by the laws of the District of Columbia are illegal, if 
the parties have and retain their domicile in the District of Columbia 
(sec. 30-105).

22. Annulment

A marriage is absolutely void, without necessity of judicial decree, 
when the parties are related within forbidden degrees of kinship, 
or when either party has a living spouse of an undissolved former 
marriage (sec. 30-101).

A marriage is illegal, and is void from the time its nullity is de
clared by decree, when (a) either party is an idiot or an adjudged 
lunatic, (b) consent of either party was obtained by force or fraud, 
(c) either party is incapable from physical causes of entering into 
the married state, or (d) either party is under the age of consent (sec. 
30-103). (See number 18.)

aHoage v. Murch Bros. Const. Co. (1931), 60 App. D. C. 218, 221; 50 Fed. (2d) 983.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 11
Children of marriages declared null and void on account of idiocy 

or lunacy of either party at the time of marriage are legitimate (sec. 
16h107).

23. Divorce

Absolute divorce or a legal separation may be granted to the in
nocent spouse for (a) adultery, (b) desertion for 2 years, (<?) voluntary 
separation from bed and board for 5 consecutive years without co
habitation, or (d) final conviction of a felony involving moral turpi
tude with a sentence of not less than 2 years in a penal institution, 
wholly or partially served. A legal separation may be granted for 
cruelty. If a final decree from bed and board has been or may be 
granted, and the parties do not cohabit during a 2-year period fol
lowing such decree, the innocent spouse may be given an absolute 
divorce, on petition.

Marriage contracts may be declared void if (a) such marriage was 
contracted while either party had living a spouse of a former undis
solved marriage, (b) the marriage was contracted during the lunacy 
of either party, unless there has been voluntary cohabitation after the 
lunacy, (c) the marriage was procured by fraud or coercion, (d) either 
party was matrimonially incapacitated at the time of marriage and 
continues so, or (e) either party had not arrived at the age of legal 
consent to marriage (unless there has been voluntary cohabitation 
after attaining legal age), but in such cases only at the suit of the 
party not capable of consenting (sec. 16-403). (See also number 22.)

Parties to an annulment or divorce may not remarry until expira
tion of the time for taking an appeal from the decree. No decree 
shall become final or absolute until 6 months after the date thereof 
(sec. 16-421).

In granting a divorce, the court may restore to the wife her maiden 
or other previous name (sec. 16-414).

A divorce shall not affect the legitimacy of children of the marriage 
(sec. 16-408).

In cases in which a marriage is void because of either party having 
a former husband or wife living, if such marriage was contracted in 
good faith by the other party and in ignorance of the obstacle, the 
children are the legitimate issue of the parent who was capable of 
contracting (sec. 14-406).

Upon final decree for annulment or divorce, all property rights of 
the parties in joint tenancy or tenancy by the entirety shall be dis
solved by the court in the absence of a valid antenuptial or post
nuptial agreement, and the court shall have the power to apportion 
the property as may be equitable, just, and reasonable (sec. 16-409).
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12 THE LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

Alimony and maintenance

Whenever any husband shall fail or refuse to maintain his wife 
and minor children, the court, on application of the wife, may decree 
that he periodically pay to her such sums as would be allowed in case 
of divorce for herself and minor children (sec. 16-415).

During pendency of divorce suit or suit by husband to declare mar
riage null and void, if grounds for nullity are denied by wife, court 
has power to require husband to pay alimony to wife for maintenance 
of herself and minor children, and also suit money, including counsel 
fee, whether she be plaintiff or defendant. Court may enjoin any 
disposition of husband’s property to avoid payment of allowances 
and may sequester his property and apply income thereof. Court 
may determine care and custody of minor children pending proceed
ings (sec. 16-410).

When a divorce is granted to the wife, court has authority to decree 
permanent alimony sufficient for her support and that of any minor 
children in her care; to secure enforcement of alimony; and, if it 
shall seem fit, to retain to the wife her dower right in her husband’s 
estate (sec. 16-411).

If divorce is granted the husband, court may require him to pay . 
alimony to the wife if it shall seem just and proper (sec. 16-412).

Parents and Children

24. Parents’ right to services and earnings of a minor child

In the absence of any provision of statute as to a minor’s wages, the 
common-law rule governs, that the father receives the earnings while 
he lives with and supports his family, if the minor has not been emanci
pated.
25. Guardianship of a minor child

Parents have equal right as to guardianship of the person of their 
minor children. If either parent dies, this guardianship devolves 
upon the survivor (sec. 21-101).

When it is necessary for a guardian of the child’s estate to be ap
pointed by the court, the father if living, or the mother if he is dead, 
or her husband if the infant be a married female, has preference over 
other persons for such appointment, unless the child is over 14 years 
of age and selects his or her own guardian with the approval of the 
court (sec. 21-112).
26. Appointment of testamentary guardian for a minor child

Testamentary appointment of a guardian of the person of a minor 
child can be made only by a surviving parent (sec. 21-102).
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DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA 13
27. Inheritance—child

When a person dies intestate and leaves no descendants, his real 
estate descends to, and the surplus of his personal estate above debts, 
charges, and the share of a surviving spouse is distributed equally to, 
the decedent’s parents; or the whole of the parents’ portion in each 
class of property is taken by the survivor of them (secs. 18-101,18-705, 
18-708).
28. Child horn out of wedlock

When the paternity of a child born out of wedlock has been estab
lished by judicial proceedings, the adjudged father is held under juris
diction of the court until the child is 16 years of age and is required 
under bond to make regular payments in sums fixed by the court for 
the keeping, maintenance, and education of the child. Failure to 
support an illegitimate child after paternity has been established is 
a misdemeanor (secs. 11-951 through 11-967). If any man shall have 
a child or children by a woman whom he shall afterward marry, such 
child or children, if acknowdedged by him, shall be legitimated and 
capable in law of inheriting and transmitting property as if born in 
wedlock (sec. 18-106).
29. Inheritance—child born out of wedlock

If a child born out of wedlock dies intestate without descendants, 
or brothers or sisters or their descendants, the mother inherits as next 
of kin (secs. 18-107,18-716).

POLITICAL RIGHTS

30. Domicile of a married woman

By rule of common law, the domicile of the wife is that of the hus
band. However, when a wife is abandoned wrongfully by her hus
band, she has the right to acquire a separate domicile of her own 
choosing, and the matrimonial domicile will not thereafter be treated 
as the actual or constructive domicile of the wife.14

31. Public office—eligibility of women

Women are not expressly precluded by the phrasing of the law from 
appointment as twTo of the three commissioners designated by statute 
to administer District of Columbia affairs (secs. 1-201, 1-206). The 
third, or engineer commissioner, must be an officer of the Corps of 
Engineers of the United States Army (sec. 1-201).

« Harris V. Harris (1936), 2 S. C. D. C. (N. S.) 70.
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14 THE LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

32. Jury service—eligibility of women

Women are eligible for jury service, subject to the same qualifica
tions and exemptions as men. Such service is optional, however, as 
to women (secs. 11-1417 to 11-1420).

o
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