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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

UN1TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR,
WoMEN’s BUREAD,
Washington, April 27, 1923.
Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the report of a detailed
study of material in the census schedules on the family status of
breadwinning women in Passaic, N. J. This city was chosen because
the population was not so large as to render the work of scrutinizing
cach schedule too expensive and yet possessed a sufficient number
of breadwinning women to warrant statistical analysis. This city
seemed to answer the requirements. Although small, it is an im-
portant industrial center and employs a great many women.
Respectfully submitted.
Mary ANDERSON, Director.
Hon. James J. Davis,
Secretary of Labor.
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN.

INTRODUCTION.

The 1920 census of population shows that 8,549,511 of the Nation’s
40,449,346 women 10 years of age and over are breadwinners—
meaning thereby that this one-fifth of all women has a financial
rating under our present system of national bookkeeping.

In the balance sheets drawn periodically from the Nation’s books,
the service rendered by breadwinning women is carefully analyzed
by industries, occupation, and locality when these women work in
factory, mill, or other mechanical establishments. Fragmentary
pictures of the conditions surrounding their labor also appear in the
balance sheets drawn at more frequent intervals showing the cquip-
ment, hours of operation, cost of materials, labor, power, and the
other liabilities and assets of employers.

But it is almost a quarter of a century since balance sheets were
drawn from the Nation’s books showing the personal and family
assets and liabilities of the millions of women who maintain them-
selves in the class officially recognized as “breadwinners.” !

In passing, it may be noted that no sheets have ever been drawn
showing the personal and family liabilities and assets of men workers
or of employers of either sex. However, the very fact that a person
1s an employer is evidence that the accumulation of wealth by saving
or inheritance has been sufficient to care for the immediate personal
and family liabilities and that there is enough left over to invest in
productive equipment, labor, and materials. As long, therefore, as
he is counted on the employers’ balance sheets, drawn so carefully
by the United States Bureau of the Census to promote the pros-
perity of manufactures and commerce, that fact alone is adequate
assurance that the employer’s personal and family liabilities are
carried on reasonably comfortable levels.

In the case of the workingman, one of the principal services to be
Tendered by an analysis of personal and family responsibility is
Secu.red in large part by the assumption that the size of the average
family as determined by the Bureau of the Census measures the
burden which the workingman'’s wage must bear. In all the family
s;?;;z:“{:;i;t:: *“Women at work’” was prepared from the schedules collected in 1900 by the United

e Census, Although the bulletin in question did not cover all the breadwinning women

;’med in 1900, it included solarge a proportion ofsuch women and so much of the significant data to be
on the schedules that it constituted a most valuable public document.
1
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2 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

budgets underlying the settlement of wage disputes there is no cavil
over the fact that not all workingmen are married nor over the
degree of help which junior or adult members of the family may
render to the married man in bearing the burden of family support.

Insignificant exceptions aside, neither the evidence of personal
and family security afforded by status among employers, nor the
basis available for measuring the personal and family responsibility
of the workingman attaches to the breadwinning woman. While
only the fancy-fed mind still entertains- the fiction that ““women
work chiefly for pin money,” there is nevertheless a ceaseless and
judgment-beclouding controversy as to the measure of responsi-
bility for personal and family support which should be used in fix-
ing the wage of women workers. Yet among the data collected by
the Bureau of the Census from every household in the land there is
a wealth of material which, properly assembled and published, would
reflect with clearness the economic plane upon which breadwinning
women of the Nation live.

Among the facts of manifest social significance this material would
show how many of the millions of women breadwinners are married
and how many are the mothers of young children; how many of the
mothers are winning their bread outside and how many inside of
the home; how many children of babyhood age are left at home
while the mothers are winning bread in factory, store, or mill; and
how many children of school age are at home, at school, or helping
the wage-earning mother in the business of winning the bread.

It would show whether the mothers who work away from home
are widowed, divorced, or separated, and how many are living with
breadwinning husbands.

It would show whether there are servants or adult persons living:
in the house who could with reason be regarded as caretakers of young
children left motherless during the day.

For the single women breadwinners, the schedules contain material
throwing a direct and guiding light upon the degree of responsibility
for personal and family support which rests upon the single woman
breadwinner. The schedules reveal, for example, the number in
given age groups who are living in normal families; that is, where
the fathers are breadwinners and the mothers are at home.

They show how many of the sitigle breadwinning women living in
the family group are daughters of widowed, divorced, or separated
mothers; how many without breadwinning fathers still have mothers
at home, presumably looking after the needs and comforts of the
family; how many have mothers at work outside the home ; how
many are sharing their homes with boarders and lodgers; and how
many of the single breadwinning women are themselves boarding or
odging or economically “adrift.”’
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THE FAMILY STATUS OI' BREADWINNING WOMEN., 3

The schedules would show how many of the single women bread-
winners are sole, one of two, and one of three breadwinners living in
families where no male breadwinners? appear to share the burden of
family support.

The schedules would show, for married and single women bread-
winners alike, whether the homes were rented or owned, and if owned,
whether free or encumbered. These and many other important
facts, properly correlated, would sketch with adequate dependability
the family conditions surrounding the Nation’s millions of bread-
winning women.

Quite aside from the availability of the material as a basis for
gauging the demands made upon the earnings of women breadwinners
for personal and family support, its value for guidance in Americaniza-
tion and educational efforts’is obvious.

How nearly 9,000,000 women are circumstanced .in the matter of
personal or family support, how many millions of young children are
mothered by women classified as breadwinners, are questions of
such large social significance that any reliable data throwing light
on the answers are an asset in constructive efforts.

Much money is spent by the Bureau of the Census periodically
collecting the data described in the foregoing paragraphs, but, except
for the bulletin published nearly a quarter of a century ago, these
fundamental facts concerning the entire body of breadwinning women
have gone into the archives of the Government unpublished. Hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars are spent by public and private agencies
to get this same information as a basis for much needed intensive
studies, such studies being confined necessarily to selected groups in
selected localities. Assembling the basic facts already collected
by the Bureau of the Census for the entire body of breadwinning
women will release large sums for more intensive work.

But the appropriations allotted for the census have not been large
enough ordinarily to provide for the publication of the data on bread-
winning women without curtailing other census publications. While
the 1920-21 appropriations were no exception to the rule, arrange-
ments have been made for the publication of data bearing upon the
breadwinning women as a whole in the more important industriaj
centers, These data will be of great value even though the funds
available do not permit the publication of all of the data by cities.
This information for the majority of breadwinning women will serve
8s.a background for more intensive analysis of the breadwinning
women in given cities.

With the consent of the Secretary of Commerce and the approval
and generous cooperation of the Director of the Census, the Women’s

*The census schedulo covers every person living in the household, Some families, therefore, might
have the help of male bresdwinners who were not living in the family group.
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4 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN.

Bureau undertook to extract-the intensive data for a single city—
choosing one whose population was not so large as to rendex_- the work
of scrutinizing each schedule too expensive and yet possessing bread-
winning women in large enough numbers to Warrs'mt statistical
analysis. Passaic, N. J., seemed to. answer the requirements best,
as it is o comparatively small city of large industrial importance and
contains industries conspicuous as:extensive employers of women.
While data embodied in this report furnish a remarkably significant
picture of the city chosen, the main’ purpose of the bulletin and the
larger service which it is hoped the publication will render, is to show
the quality and extent of the information available for publication
concerning the Nation’s nearly 9,000,000 breadwinning women
who were, of course, included in the population census of 1920.

GENERAL SUMMARY.

What the data showed concerning Passaic women breadwinners,

Tho outlines of the picturc of Passaic women breadwinners pre-
sented by the 26 tables found in the body of this report and derived
exclusively from the 1920 census schedules are casily traced. They
bring into view nearly 3 10,000 women—not far from one-half of the
adult woman population of Passaic—working for money, four-fifths
of them carning it outside of the home. They show that one-half of
these women were or had been married; that nearly three-fourths of
the married or once-married women breadwinners were mothers;
that more than one-half of th8 mothers were working outside the home
and that of the 1,800 mothers working outside the home, over 900
had children under 5 years of age. The woolen industries were: the
conspicuous employers of these women.

They show that while the Poles and other Slavic peoples furnished
less than a third of all of the Passaic women breadwinners, they
accounted for over 45 per cent of the brecadwinning women ‘who
were married, widowed, divorced, or separated, and for almost two-
thirds of the mothers having children under 5 years of age.

The related tables show, too, that while American white women
were 40 per cent of all the breadwinning women in Passaic, they
were but 16 per cent of the women breadwinners who were or had
been married and only 8 per cent of the breadwinning mothers having
children under 5 years of age. '

About oncfifth of all the breadwinning mothers were widowed,
divorced, not living with husbands, or living with nonbreadwinning

? Not being restricted by the Census Bureau’s need of maintaining the comparsbility of classifications
from period to period, the Women’s Bureau has included in this study alt women who earned money
regardless of whether the method of earning is the main source of income or not. Ass consgeuence this
bulletin discusses the conditions of over 2,000 more women engaged in breadwinning in Passaic than the
census classified as *breadwinners.” The difference, however, is not one of what the data show, bat of
ruling as 10 what constitutes a breadwinning woman.
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN, b

husbands. Seven-eighths of the married women breadwinners were
living in rented homes.

These are outstanding facts concerning this group of married
women breadwinners. But these facts are themselves illumined in
the body of this report by closely related data scarcely less important
as barometers of economic and social conditions surrounding a mate-
rial proportion of the wage-earning families in the city.

Turning to the single women breadwinners as pictured by the data
assembled from the census schedules collected in Passaic in 1920,
outlines of important features are impressively clear.

The most cheerful phase of the picture is the large proportion—
41 per cent—who were living in normal families where the fathers
were breadwinners and the mothers were home custodians.

Fifteen per cent were either sole breadwinners, one of two, or one
of three or more breadwinners in families having no male breadwin-
ners living in the family. More than 30 per cent of the single women
breadwinners in Passaic were boarding or lodging, living with em-
ployers or with relatives, or were domiciled in institutions. In other
words, nearly half of the single women breadwinners (women who
were without male assistance in their families or women living inde-
pendent of their families) apparently had sharply defined responsi-
bilities for personal or family support.

Over a third of the single women breadwinners belonged to families
owning their homes either free or encumbered. Less than 8 per cent
lived in unencumbered homes.

Ninety-eight per cent of the single women worked outside of their
homes, more than 92 per cent being employed in factories, stores, cr
offices.

Almost two-thirds of the single women breadwinners were American.
born, while 19 per cent belonged to Slavic peoples. Nearly 40 per
cent of all of them were under 20 years of age.

Such are the most conspicuous features of the family conditions of
Passaic women breadwinners, as shown by the 26 tables to be found
in the body of this report. .

All this information, it should be- remembered, is to be found
in the census schedules collected in 1920, and is equally available for
all the breadwinning women in the Nation.

In thus emphasizing the importance and extent of available census
data bearing upon the personal and family responsibilities of bread-
winning women, the obscurities and omissions in such data should not
be overlooked. For example, all census data are collected for house-
holds as such households are found at the time of enumeration.
Whether husband or wife is widowed or divorced or not living with
spouse is made plain, but other members of the family who are regu-

103987°—22——2
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6 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN.

larly domiciled elsewhere do not appear in the household schedule,
though of course they appear as boarders or lodgers or other so-
journers on other household schedules and may be a material factor
in the support of their own absent families.

Frequently these uncertainties are reduced in the light of con-
textual data such as the age of the mother and the number and ages
of children at home, at school, and at work. But more often the
uncertainties and omissions in important features of the pictures
point clearly to the character of surveys that should be made in each
locality for which the census data have furnished the general back-
ground.

The assembled census data for the breadwinning women of Passaic
suggested pointedly the need of further information concerning the
family conditions of the breadwinning mothers at work outside of
the home. The large numbers of women who, in going to work in a
factory, store, or office, left young children at homs, challenged
assurance as to the economic conditions surrounding these mothers
and the children of these mothers. As a'secondary purpose of this
report is to demonstrate the availability of census data bearing
upon family conditions surrounding breadwinning women as a guide
to the sort of intensive surveys most needed, the Women’s Bureau
accepted one conspicuous suggestlon of a needed survey afforded by
the tables in this report summarizing the data for breadwinning
mothers.

As stated, the census schedules show only the members living
rogularly in the house at the time of enumeration. It is no surprise
that there was an insignificant number of breadwinning mothers
going out to work who had servants living in the family. But there
were too few cases where there were any other adults that might
with reason be regarded as caretakers of children during the absence
of mothers. The insistent question raised by the assembled census
data is, “ What care was provided for these children?’’ To answer
this question the Women’s Bureau took 1,000 addresses of women
breadwinners having small children. These addresses were chosen
from each enumeration district in Passaic with due reference to the
proportion of married women breadwinners therein. Agents were
commissioned to follow up the addresses, establishing the identity
of the occupants of the houses with the occupants living there at the
time of the census enumeration.

The limitation of funds restricted the inquiries made during the
personal survey to the provisions for care of young children and the
amount of help breadwinning mothers had in the performance of
household duties. Over 500 were found and identified as bread-
winning mothers enumerated in the census of 1920.
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN, 7

The facts challenging attention in the results are—

(1) That over one-fifth of the mothers worked at night, caring for
the children in the intervals between indispensable rest taken during
the day.

(2) That nearly one-fifth left children with neighbors, landladies,
or boarders.

(3) That another fifth left children with mother’s or father’s rela-
tives, about one-fourth of such relatives living outside the home.

(4) That over one-tenth of the mothers going out to work left the
children at home to the care of husbands who were night workers,
unemployed, or working at home.

(5) That more than one-fifth left children virtually without care
in the home. Eighty-two of these mothers, having children of school
age, were assurcd that for part of the working-day at least the young
were safe. The others had children below school age—some under
5—who had no care at all or only that given by children 14 years of
age and under.

(6) That but 25 mothers out of 522 left children in the care of paid
custodians.

With such inadequate provision for the care of the young children,
it is not surprising that scarcely more than one-fifth of these bread-
winning mothers had any help in the performance of household
duties; that the number having hired help even for washing and
ironing regularly or irregularly was negligible; that the help came
chiefly from the older children or relatives or lodgers.

There was no opportunity to analyze these facts more minutely.
However, two objects of the personal survey were achioved. It
served to measure the value of census data as background for in-
tensive economic and industrial surveys; and, further, to test the
validity of the census data as an index to the general plane of living
maintained by the groups of breadwinning women whose cconomic
and industrial conditions have been made the subject of constructive
inquiry. For it should be borne in mind that the addresses of
mothers of young children chosen for personal visit were selected
from the number of wage-earning mothers in strict accord with the
proportions of the mothers with young children reported in each
enumeration district in Passaic. While the picture drawn by the
results is small, it must be regarded as a miniature, fairly true in
line and proportion, until a nearer life-size outline is made available
by a comprehensive survey.

As stated previously, only one of the 26 tables constructed exclu-
sively from census data was used as a basis for direct investigation.
tfhis table, showing the numbers of mothers of young children work-
ng outside the home, raised the sharpest question to be answered by
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8 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

further study. But many other tables point to needed studies of
social and economic conditions. .Of course, it is well known that
none of the census data in the population schedules include informa-
tion as to earnings, unemployment, or family or personal budgets.
But the level of personal and family responsibilities as shown by the
assembled census data for the several groups of women breadwinners
indicate in the main among what groups the earnings and conditions
of employment should be the object of special studies.
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I. DETAILED STUDY OF THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWIN-
NING WOMEN IN PASSAIC, N. J., AS SHOWN BY CENSUS
DATA.

Scope of study.

In the regular course of the official United States census enumera-
tion, data are collected from which it is possible to construct a picture
of the breadwinning woman in relation to her family life and responsi-
bilities. For the purpose of presenting such a picture this study of
the family status of the breadwinning women of Passaie, N. J., was
undertaken by the Women’s Bureau of the United States Depart-
ment of Labor.

The material gathered by the United States Bureau of the Census
in 1920 was compiled and analyzed by agents of the Women’s Bureau,
and the information contained in this report is, with one exception, the
result of that analysis. The exception arose out of the fact that, as
the work progressed, it was found that many of the married workors
had small children. What provision was made for the care of such
children during the mother’s absence from home, and what help in
the home, if any, was provided for the working mother, the census
data do not show. Personal visits were made, therefore, to gseveral
hundred selected families in Passalc, and a large amount of supple-
montary data was thereby secured.

The survey of census data covers all women and girls engaged in
remunerative employment, both within and without the home. It
embraces that large and economically important group of women who
supplement the family income by taking boarders or lodgers not re-
lated to the family in addition to performing home duties: These
women are not included by the Bureau of the Census among * bread-
winning women,” although they make definite and in some cases
large contributions to the family earnings. For this reason, the num-
bers of breadwinning women discussed in this report are much larger
then the numbers of women breadwinners reported by the census in
Passaic, N. J.

The 9,769+ women and girls who constitute the subject of this report
comprlsed the female breadwinning population of Passaic. The num-
ber is equal to approximately 46 per eent of the totel female popula~
tion 14 years of age.and over of the mty

! As all women taking boarders and lodgers are included as breadwinners in this report, the figures will
not agree with the figures presented in the regular census publications in which are included only such
Wwomen as report boarding and lodging house keeping as & “main source of incore.” 9
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10 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

TABLE 1.—Proportion which women breadwinners formed of the total female population
14 years of age and over.

Per cent

which

) \;omgn

Tots! Number read-

mumber of | f women | i2nCre
read.

“Iy"‘"s winners 14 %:ﬁﬁ}
°|m 0 |yearsofage popula-
over. | andover | tionyq

years of
age and
over.

21,263 9,769 45.9

Even taking into consideration the fact that women who supple-
ment the family income by keeping boarders or lodgers were counted
as breadwinners, the proportion of women who were engaged in re-
munerative occupations is unusually large. Furthermore, as will be
seen in Table 2, almost 8,000, or 80.5 per cent of the breadwinning
women of Passaic, were engaged in occupations which took them
away from their homes. Less than 20 per cent were earning money
at work which they did within their own homes.

TaBLE 2.—Number and per cent of women breadwinners working in their own homes or

outside their homes.
Women working outside own homes.

yomn

Total, | FOrCng In

homes | Total, |factordes, otl{grs’ -N"ted
s:(ge:ét.)r homes. reparted.
9,769 1,899 7,861 7.348 513 9
100.0 19.4 80.§ 75.2 5.3 0.1

Nationaliiy.

The city of Passaic has a large foreign population. According to
the 1920 census, more than 41 per cent of its total population of
63,841 were foreign born.®* Of the total female population 40 per
cent were foreign born. Among the breadwinning women the per-
centage of foreign born was still larger or nearly 60 per cent of the,
total number as shown in Table 3. The Poles predominated among
the foreigners, forming slightly more than one-fourth of the entire.
number of working women. The Hungarians, who formed about 10°

7. 8. Buresu of the Census. Fourteenth Census, 1920, Bulletin, Population: New Jersey. Com-
position and characteristics of the population, p. 12.
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN, 11

per cent, ranked next in numerical importance, and there were many
smaller groups of Italians, Russians, Austrians, and other nationalities.

American whites were the largest single nationality group, com-
prising 40 per cent of the total. Included in this classification were
native-born daughters of foreign-born parents. It should be borne
in mind when nationality is discussed that for the purposes of this
report all persons borrrin the United States, regardless of the nation-
ality of their parents, were considered Americans in accordance with
the fourteenth amendment to the Federal Constitution.

TABLE 3.—Number and per cent distribution of breadwinning women, by nationality.

Nationality. Number.| Percent. Nationality. Number.| Per cent.

Total...  ..... | el _ 1000 197 2.0

983 10.1

American,white.......... . 3,929 . 2 418 4.3

American, negro. ... - 139 L4 2,619 25.8

Austtian......... 345 3.5 380 3.9

Czechoslovakian. 264 2.7 515 5.3
Duteh..eeaeennn.... 80 .8

The complete cessation of immigration from some countries and
reduced immigration from all lands make figures concerning the
years which women workers had been in the United States of less
significance than would attach to them had the years immediately
preceding 1920 been a period of normal immigration. Few women
workers in Passsic had been in this country less than five years.

The fact revealed in Table 4 that over 40 per cent of the 5,701
foreign-born breadwinning women of Passaic did not speak English
is rendered more astounding in view of the fact that only 73 women
were recent immigrants and that approximately two-thirds had been
here 10 years or more.

The number of non-English-speaking Poles is particularly striking,
nearly two-thirds, or over 1,600, not speaking English. Forty per
cent had been in the United States less than 10 but more than 5
years, while 56 per cent had been here 10 years or more. The per-
centage unable to speak English does not, however, diminish per-
ceptibly among those who have been here 10 years and longer;
nearly 65 per cent of that group were still unable to speak our language.

About one-third of the Austrians and Czechoslovakians, more
than one-fourth of the Hungarians, and approximately one-fifth of
the Italian women did not speak English. In these nationalities,
however, the percentages of those who did not speak English were
much smaller among those who had been here 10 years or over than
among those who had been here less than 10 years. The percentage
of non-English-speaking Italians is 34 per cent among the women
who had been here from 5 to 10 years and 18 per cent among those
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Tanre 4.—Number and per cent of breadwinning women of foreign birth wnable to speak Englisk, by years in the Uniled States,

|

'Ei Breadwinning women who had been in the United States—
; | 2
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£l F: 9 Under 5 years. 5and under 10 years. 10 years and over. report 08 1o
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415 &8 NENE: B E - NE
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Numberi...c.cccvnnivuna... sessncanunne 197 191 5 1 1 ) O PURURR PN v 29 25 3 1 152 { 150 2 eeens 15 15 feeeacsfannan
Porcantu...cvccaeenraacaanas rsamennmens 100.0 | 97.0 2.5 5 . SN revesfsarans )T P A PRI AU R i 717 R PO PO, L5 2 SR RPN A
Eunﬁma :
(13111002 /R R . 983 454 266 53 1] 4 2 |ieennn 307 | 187 | 100 20 630 | 462 | 164 33 11 1.
Peréentu. . vacessecrennanrencanennrannan 10,0 | 67.5¢ 27.1| 5.4 [N I RPN S R, 3L.2..... [ P L 5t N PR RN P, ) 79 NN PR PN
Italian:
NUMBeTeut cenancennncrcracnaans weeseess| 418F 328 90 |..... 18 12 6f..... 98| 65| 33 ..... 2871 286| 51 |...... 15 15 |......
P ufﬁrcen.t............. ............ veseeesef 100.0 | 785 2L5 [ieiiief 43 Jeeiaiifeeaii]nnaas 23.4 |..... P P P [3: 2 2 PR R N 3.6 | .iiifeemaas
oligh:
NUIDOr o e carnveannnennnnsnnan cerenens] 2,519 639 1 1,635 | 245 31 7 23 111,026} 231 | 691 | 104 | 1,414 | 388 | 890 | 138 48 15 31 2
Percent....... [ resasancersacnare 100.0] 25.4| 64,0 0.7 | L2 |..ccca]ivacac]anan ool 40.7 |...... PP PPN 1 A PR e o weof L |oeiiii]iaaens .. -
Russiang
NI pe v eevirrcaveacennann ceaerane 380 305 52 23 4 2 2 |ienens 94 61 26 7 259 | 226 22 n 23 16 2 5
Per cent....., Ay eMEaa i sesarsrerrenaaane [ 100.0 | 80.3) 13.7| 6.1 L1 [..iidemiiii]ainaes 4.7 [cuenen [ORP G8.2 (sevnnefernnns PP N % U P PR S
All other:
Numbera. s icrscmccrsacrceeiocannssa . 516 419 47 49 o 7 1 1 103 59 33 11 347 | 208 13 36 56 55 |...... B
Per dentaye- cuseenncnes cesanmmarenacanaes 100.0] 8L4 9.1 9.5 L7 {...... R SR 20,0 |aeneifavrena]ecaan 67.4 [covraefoamcaa]oenann 109 feeeenfeeansn veas

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

(4

NAWOM ONINNIAAVIEE 0 SALVIS XTINVd HHIL



THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN. 13

who had been here 10 years or over. The non-English-speaking
Austrians drop from 48 per cent to 32 per cent after longer residence,
and the Hungarians’ figures are 33 per cent for the more recent im-
migrants and 25 per cent for those who arrived more than 10 years

0.
a‘gThe Russians, a large proportion of whom are Jews, apparently
learn to speak English very readily. Only 28 per cent of those who
had been here between 5 and 10 years, and less than 9 per cent of
those who had been here over 10 years, were non-English-speaking.

Among the nationalities represented by the breadwinning women
of Passaic, it is apparent that the Poles clung most tenaciously to
their own language, and consequently to their own national life and
customs. There is nothing to indicate whether it was because they
were less adaptable than other nationalities or because there were so
many of them that they associated chiefly with one another and did
not make outside contacts.

Whatever the cause, in every nationality the number of persons
who did not speak English after several years in this country was
larger than would seem possible, and can not fail to have its effect
upon every phase of the immigrant’s life in America.

Marital status.

One-half—that is, 4,945—of the breadwinning women of Passaic
were single; 4,013, or 41 per cent, were married; 751, or nearly 8 per
cent, were widows; and less than one-half of 1 per cent were divorced.

It will be noted in Table 5 that 367, (?I"' 3.8 per cent, are entered as

“married, husband not llvmg with famlly :The marital status of
the women so described was given in the census report as ‘“married,”
but there was no record of a husband in the family group. In some’
cases the separation may have been tem‘porary, although the instruc-
tions to census enumerators stated explicitly that temporary’ absen-
tees were to be recorded as residing at home. Where actual separ&-
tion had occurred, there was a possibility that the wife was receiving
some financial assistance from her Husband. The economic status
of this group was so uncertain that it has been considered and carried
separately in the tables.

TaBLE B.—~Number and per cent distribution of breadwinning women, by marital status.

Vil
Maritalstatus. Num- | Per * Marital status. Num- | Fer
Total..eoeereeir e . ed, husband not Hvi .
5769) 100 M’%‘h éamxly ................... £l ser 3.8
Single.. .viiioieinniivaanse.s 4,945| 50.6 -} 7l 7.7
Murried, “husband *living  with Di 38 -4
T -etieeamnarerenrmeraneaan 3,646 | 37.3 || Notroported.. 2 -2

103987°—22——3
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14 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

Almost two-thirds of the single breadwinning women were to be
found among the American born. As a consequence it is to be
expected that the married women breadwinners were largely foreign
born. From the Slavic races come half of the married women bread-
winners whose husbands were also breadwinners. In this racia
group, of which by far the largest number were Polish, fall also the
greatest number who were married but whose husbands were not
living with them. '

Table 6 discloses in detail the differences in the proportions which
women of each nationality formed of the total number of bread-
winners and in the proportions they were of the several marital

groups.
TaBLE 6.—Nationality of breadwinning women, by marital status.
Marital status.
Natfonality. Total. Morried, Marrled, | Masried, ot
Single. | USPARG | T pot'a | ot liv- | Widow- |Divorced.| Notre
£ 1a bread-| pread. {ingwith| ed. ported.
* | winner. | family.
All nationalities:
Number......... 9,769 | 4,915 3, 596 50 367 751 38 2
Porcont......... 100,0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100, 0 O] O]
3,134 502 1 72 1 16 [
6.4 14.0 28.0 10.6 246 ® ®
39 [ 3 (. 1 26 ) U RSO
.9 17 |eeiennnnt 3.0 3.5 [O T RSN
)] 166 ... A 53 . 3
L8 4.6 1o 9.0 7.3 |eeeeeannns ®
47 167, 2 20 27 1
1.0 4.6 4.0 5.4 3.6 O]
3 1 ) [, 2 8 1
.8 o8 fecieainnnn .5 L1 ™
72 82 1 [ 32 Y SO
L3 23 20 1.6 4.3 (O T o
195 589 9 54 131 3 2
3.9 8.4 18.0 14.7 17.4 D] o
165 6 7 7 8 PO i
41 4.6 120 L9 4.5 |eeaennons o
74 1,504 13 115 145 8 10
4.6 4.8 2.0 3L3 19.3 (O] )
181 150 {uvinonnnnn 19 26 2 2
7 42 5.2 3.5 o ®
219 179 5 28 82 3 IR
Percent............... &3 4.4 5.0 10.0 5 7.6 10.9 (O] cadanees

1 Not computed, owing to small number involved. T
Age.
Table 7 brings out clearly the age differences between single and

married breadvirinning women. Seventy-one per cent of the single
women breadwinners were under 25 years of age, almost 40 per cent

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN.

15

of the total being less than 20, On the other hand, 80 per cent of
the married women breadwinners were 25 years of age or older,
more than one-third of all married women being between 30 and 40
years. The numbers of married, widowed, and divorced who were
under 20 were negligible, as might be expected. Widows and
divorcees formed the largest group among those 50 or more years of
age. As succeeding tables will show, the inclusion of boarding or
lodging house keepers among breadwinning women accounts for the
large number of women in the older age groups shown in Table 7.

TaBLE 7.— Marital status of breadwinning women, by age groups.

Number and per cent of women whose age was-—

Marital status. Total.

20 and |25and [30and |40 and| 50
Uxiger 16?.;1‘1 1si‘éld unztsi'or under [under | under| years

30 40 50 and
years. | years. | years. | coars, | years. | years. | years. | over.

Notre-
ported.

Total:
Numbef..eeeeeernns. 9,769 3884 752 832 ] 2,379 | 1,702 | 2,047 975 689
Percent.....ce..-... 100.0 4,0 (N 85| 24.4[ 17.4| 21.0| 10.0 7.1
4,945 388 745 776 | 1,602 653 469 187 123
-} 100.0 7.8| 151 | 157 32.4| 13.2 9.5 3.8 2.5
4,013 {....... 6 52 748 990 | 1,369 584 263
T cen 100.0 Joeennes .1 1.3} 18.6) 247 34.1| 14.6 6.6
! 789 |eeaea.n ) I PO 22 57 205 202 302
Percent....cocvecuavannn.. 100.0 [a-cen.s IS U FOPR, 2.8 7.2 | 26.0| 25.6 | 383
Not reported:
Number.....cciecvaunnnann 22 |ivevnsafaconnas 4 7 2 4 2

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

As the largest number of American women breadwinners were
single, it is to be expected that these women would be found in the
younger age groups. Over 60 per cent of all American white women,
married and single, were under 25 years of age. Among the girls
between 14 and 18 years of age, the largest number and proportion
who were at work were American born, these including, as already
stated, the children of foreign-born parents. Almost 8 per cent of all
American women and girl breadwinners were under 16 years of age
and 14.6 per cent were 16 and 17 years of age. The Dutch and
Italians rank next to the Americans in the proportions going to work
at an early age. About 16 per cent of the women workers of each of
these nationalities were under 18 years of age. The significance of
the proportions of Dutch and German is reduced materially because

the actual numbers concerned were small.

It is interesting to note that among the Austrians, Czechoslo-
vakians, and Hungarians a larger proportion of women at work were

betwzen the ages of 30 and 40 than were in other age groups.
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16 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN.

TapLE 8.—Nationality of breadwinning women, by age groups.

Number and per cent of women whose ago was—
Natlonallty. Total. l 20 and [25and [30 and [0and | 50
il y U;\éier 16 ix_;!d 18 %ld m:galer utg}%cr ux;((l)cr unsdoer yeat:l-s Natgg-
an rted.
years. | years. | JeArS: | goqrg | years. | years. | years. | over. o
Total:
Number. .cocianuaees 9,769 388 752 832 12,379 | 1,702 | 2,047 975 689 5
Pereont...... - 300.0 4.0 7 8.5 214 17.4| 2L0| 10.0 7.1 Q]
American, white:
NUmbel. .. cvorecnsncssess| 3,020 305 572 561 978 476 510 263 264 |oo.n...
100. 0 7.8 146] 143} 249 12,1} 13.0 6.7 6.71......
139 2 2 8 24 24 32 26 21 [eonneon
100.0 1.4 1.4 58| 1.3 17.3{ .0| 187 | 151|......
. 35 5 16 15 " 54 105 4 31 1
l'er cent.. -..1 100,0 L4 4.6 43| 2141 157 30.4] 128 9.0 0.3
Czochoslovakd:
Nunber.. 264 4 ] 8 50 52 79 43 9 |euenns
100.0 LS 3.4 30| 189 19.7| 20.0| 16.3 7.2]....-
80 6 7 b 12 [} 13 15 18 f.....
.} 100.0 7.5 8.8 6.3) 150 7.5] 16.3} 188 | 20.0{...-.
197 3 4 5 27 20 40 31 - PR
.| 100.0 LS 2.0 26] 137 10.2) 2.9 | 157} 20.4......
1983 16 25 48 174 156 317 174 2 1
100.0 L6 25 49| 17.7} 159 | 322) 1.7 7.3 1
418 22 45 54 4] 68 77 37
.| 100.0 53| 10.8} 129 189 16.3| 18.4 8.9
.| 2518 11 28 04 769 693 685 201 . .
100.0 .4 LO 26| 30.5| 27.5| 21.2 80 2.8 [----.-
380 3 30 40 115 63 66 36 2 3
100.0 L3 791 10.5] 30,3 ] 16,6 17.4 9.5 5.8 8
515 o 16 24 77 90 114 105 80 [eennnen
100.0 1.7 31 47| 150) 17.5| 22.1] 20.4| 155 ......-

1 Loss than ono-tenth of 1 per cent.

Family status and responsibilities.

The family status and responsibilities of Passaic’s women workers
are reflected in three Tables, 9, 10, and 11. Table 9 deals with the
apparent burdens of single breadwinning women.

The significant feature of this table is that almost two-thirds of the
single breadwinning women were living at home with one or both
parents. Not all of these were equally circumstanced, however, since
only 63 per cent were living in homes where there were breadwinning
fathers with mothers at home.* The others showed marked devia-
tions from the normal standard of family life.

The proportions of women who were sole breadwinners, or in fami-
lies with one other or with two or more others, yet having no male
breadwinners, show other curves in the lines of personal and family
responsibilities of the single breadwinning women living under the
parental roof.

¢ Wherever o father was “retired”” and the family apparently in comfortable circumstances, he has been
considered a breadwinner on the assuroption that his contribution to the family suppars had not ¢eased.
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN. 17

One-third of the entire number of single breadwinners in Passaic
might be described as economically “adrift”; that is, they were
boarding or lodging, maintaining independent homes, or living with
relatives or employers. These may, of course, have been contributing
to the support of absent families or may themselves have been recip-
ients of help from home. The census date simuply show the group as
not under the parental roof or protected by the solidarity of an imme-
diate family group.

Similar data with regard to married women, but showing the aver-
age number of children instead of the average number of persons in a
family, are set forth in Table 10. Here the married women are divided
into three groups—those with breadwinning husbands, those with non-
breadwinning husbands, and those not living with their husbands.
The average number of children is based on the total number of mar-
ried women, including those who had no children.

Almost 90 per cent of the 4,013 married breadwinners were women
whose husbands were employed. Nine per cent had husbands who
were not living in the family, and less than 2 per cent (50 women)
had husbands who were living in the family but whose occupations
were recorded by the Bureau of the Census as ‘“none.”

TABLE 9.—Family status and family responsibilities of single women breadwinners.

Single women Families in which daughter

breadwinners dwi
reporting. Number was sole breadwinner.
report-
ing a% to P ¢
number 'er cen
Family status. of bread- of those
winners report- | Average
Number. | Per cent. in Number. | Ing num- | number
family. ber of |infamily
bread-
winners.
Total ee. i iiiiiaieeccciranannans 4,945 100.0 3,376 186 8.5 1.9
Living with parent or parents............. 3,179 64.3 3,179 98 3.1 2.6
Parentsliving, father breadwinner....| 2,008 40.6 2,008 |... [P PPN O
Parentsliving, mother breadwinner. .. 16 .3 16 A PO

arents living, both parents bread-

winners 283 5.7
Parents living, neither parent bread-
winner. 67 1.4
Mother only li
winner 221 4.5
Mother only living, mother not bread-
WINNRL. ..\ iaeatsrveernansercmesonnns 442 8.9 442
gagller onl l.iﬁ'in g, father breadwinner. 117 2.4 S D ! B
ather o ivi -
winner. y vmg, f ather nOt breud 25 5 25 6 24.0 2.01
Maintaining home........ e 197 4.0 197 88 4.7 1.01
Nelther parent living.................. 95 1.9 95 4 4.2 2.01
Adult women livinggmdependcntly. . 102 2.1 102 84 82.4 1.01
Living with relatives...................... 5.2
Boarding or lodging....2 2007 TN 92 201
Living with employer. - 4.2
Ininstitutions. . . s 115 2.3
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18 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

"TanLE 9.— Family status and family responsibilities of single women breadwinners—Con.

Families in which daughter was one of two bread-
‘Wwinners,
Having men bread-
Family status. Per cent pners.
of thoso Avers
Number. | feporting ber
P e o Foroeny |intamlly
road- o TCO N
winners. Number. winner
group.
Total.ererverreriocornornronenenns [P 860 25.5 630 73.3 4.3
Living with parent or parents.......... IO, 790 24.9 G02 76.2 4.5
Parents living, father breadwinner. ......... 470 2.4 470 100.0 53
Parents living, mother breadwinner......... 4 [O 1V N . 3.3
Parents living, neither parent breadwinner.. 24 35.8 16 ) 5.1
Mothier only living, mother breadwinner..... 98 L 0 1 P 3.0
Mother only living, mothernot brondwinner. . 147 33.3 73 49.7 3.7
Father only living, father breadwinner...... 40 34.2 40 100.0 3.0
Father only living, father not breadwinner.... 7 28.0 3 Q) 3.6
Maintalning homo...... veresaiinens 70 35.6 28 40.0 2.3
Ncither pnrontlivin;i.. R 85 57.9 19 34.5 2.2
Adult women living independently... . .- 15 14.7 9 1) 2.5
Fanmlies in which daughter was ono of three bread-
winners.
Having men bread-
Family status. Per cent winners.
of thé)se Average
reporting
Number. | ;iinber of Per cent lﬂm;
bread- Number. | 3-bread- ‘
winners, *{ winner
group.
Total......... 4o resmsesesarestesiaenes 2,330 69.0 2,244 9.3 6.4
Living with parent or parents.. ...... ceteeenne 2,291 72.1 2,217 96.8 6.4
Parents living, father breadwinner........... 1,538 76.6 1,5 100.0 6.9
Parents living, mother breadwinnet. . ....... 12 0 ' 13 ) 7.0
Parentsliving, both parents breadwinners.... 283 100.0 283 100.0 6.0
Parents ll\‘lni: neither parent breadwinner.. . 31 46.3 31 100.0 7.2
Mother only l{ving, mother breadwinner. .. .. 123 55.7 82 66.7 4.6
Mother only Living, mother not breadwinner. . 215 48.6 189 87.9 5.4
Father only living, father breadwinmer. ... 77 65.8 77 100.0 5.0
¥ather only living, father not breadwinner. . 12 48.0 7 0) 3.3
Maintalning homo........ Ceserestivnisnnacncsies 39 19.8 o 69.2 4.2
Nelther parent livin, 36 7.9 66.7 4.2
Adult women living%ndcpendently .......... 3 32. 9 2; ) 3.3

* Not computed, owing to kmall number involved.

As would be expected, by far the great majority of married women
maintained homes, with their husbands or by themselves. A few
lived at home with their parents or with other relatives. About 9
per cent were boarding or lodging.

Less than 5 per cent of the married women were sole breadwinners.
This group consists of 28 women with nonbreadwinning husbands,
and 148 whosc husbands were not living in the family. The women
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN, 19

who were sole breadwinners had for the most part but one child,
usually young, and in no case as much as 18 years of age.

Most of the married women, 85 per cent of those reporting, were in
the group having two breadwinners, and because, as has been said,
the great majority were women with breadwinning husbands, in
nearly every instance the second breadwinner was a man. The av-
erage number of children in the two-breadwinner group was about
two.

Between 10 and 11 per cent of the married women were in families
with three breadwinners. In these families the average number of
children was more than three, the women with nonbreadwinning
husbands having the largest families.

TaBLE 10.—Family status and family responsibilities of married women breadwinners.

Married women Women who wore sole breadwinners
breadwinners. in family.
Num-
ber re-
porting Per Average number of
asto cent of| childreninfamily,
Family status. {,‘é‘,"},} rgh%sri_
Num-| per |bread- | Num-| fng
berre-| oont, [winners| “per. | pum- Under| _18
porting. in ber of | V156" | years 1
family. bread- and | rotal
win- | Y88TS: | over,
ners.
Total.ceneiiiaaaeeeacnanaes 4,013 | 100.0
Married women with husband bread-
g2 1o o 3,596 89.6
Maintaininghome................ 3,281 | 818
Living with parents...._......... 51 L3
Living withrelatives............. 56 1.4
Boarding orlodging.......... s 202 5.0
Living with employer............ 6 .1
Married women, husbands nonbread-
winners:
Maintaining home........cevue... 50 1.2 50 28| 56.0 ) I ) P 1.0
Married women, husbands notliving
athome.................... eabeaenn 367 9.1 200 148 74.0 LO joeeennn 1.0
Maintaining home................ 111 2.8 111 74| 6.7 15 1 IR 9
Living with parents.............. 43 L1 43 341 79.1 [ 1 Y, 9
Living withrelatives.___._._..... 2% .6 15 10 @) ) 3 3 PR 15
Boarding or lodging. ............. 85| 4.1 3l 30| 9.8{ L2|.....C 1.2
Living with employer............. 19 P SUUURN SNURN AR RN PSRRI Ipom
Livingininstitutions...._....... 5 b0 SN RPN IR PR MAS FE T

1 Not computed, owing to small number involved,
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TanLe 10.—Family status and family responsibilities of married women breadwinners—

Continued.

Women who were one of two breadwinners in family.

Having men Average number of children
Percent| breadwinners. n family.
Family status, of those
reportin,
R S N R S
of bread- [ read-| Under 2ars
winners, [vumber “ohner | years. landover.| Total
group.
Total........ eeisicseenens 3,252 8.8 3,237 9.5 1.8 (O] 1.6
Married women with husband
bEeadWinnCrS. s oercuinrennns 3,211 80.3 3,211
Malntaining home..... 2,900 88.4 2,900
Living with parents. . 51 100.0 51
Living withrelatlyv 53 .6 53
Boarding orlodging. . 201 99.5 201
Living with employer...... 6 ) 6
Married women, husbands non-
breadwinners:
Maintaining home.......... 11 22.0 6 1) 1.0 0.5 1.5
Married women, husbands not
livingat home......caeve.nn.. 30 15.0 20 66.7 1.1 5 1.6
Malntaining home.......... 21 189 14 66,7 1.2 .6 L8
Living with parents........ 4 9.3 3 él) 1.0 .3 L3
uv“:ﬁ withrelatives....... 4 ) 2 1 1.0 .3 1.3
Boarding orlodgling. ....... 1 3.2 1 (1) 1.0 ). 1.0
Living with employer
Living InInstitutions.......
Women who were one of three or more breadwinners {n family.
Having men Average number of children
Percent| breadwinners. in family.
Family status. of those
! reportin,
- N B
of bread- of 3-bread-| Under ears
winners, [VUmberd "t ner | years. |and over. Total
group.
Total....... Ceeeervesanean 418 10.9 414 9.0 2.6 0.9 3.5
Marricd wowaen with husband
breadwinners.cuvseecvivenann. 385 10.7 385 100.0 2.7 .8 a5
Maintaining home.......... 381 1. 1 3 3 . 3.5
Living with parents.. [P ........?. .....:.;?.. ..... l(-X.)-D ...... 27 ......... 8 ......
klvxrx:i with Ir&{iatilvu. - 3 5.4 3 8 L3 feemunn.... 1.3
oardIng or 0Be.rsnn.. 1 . ¥ . . 5.0
lelngwithnm;gvloge:‘..... ....... 5..1 .................. ‘0 ....... 10
Married women, husbands non-
breadwinners:
Malntaining heme.......... 1t 22.0 10 ) 2.0 2.0 4.0
Married women, husbands not
liviog at hame.......... 2 1.0 19 m .5 L5 3.0
Malntaining home. . 4 8
Living with parents { é } 4 .2
leimi with relntives, 2.0 4.0 .0
Boarding orlodging
Living with employer. .
Livingininstitutions...... |........ o o oo Tl

1 Not computoed, owing to small number Involved.
The family status and responsibilities of the 751 widowed and

divorced women are shown in Table 11.
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widows—=a percentage smaller than that of the married women—
maintained homes; 10 per cent lived with relatives and 14 per cent
were boarding or lodging.

Almost three-fourths of the widows reporting family responsibilities
had no man or boy in their families to share the burden. With the
exception of the divorced women, who were but an insignificant
number, the largest percentage of sole breadwinners was found among
the widows, over one-half of them being the only breadwinners in the
family.

One hundred and seventy-two of the widows, or about 30 per cent,
were in-families with two breadwinners. The children in this group
averaged slightly less than two. Less than one-half of these women
had men breadwinners in the family group.

The widows who were in families with three or more breadwinners
formed the smallest group, approximating 16 per cent of the whole,
and 85 per cent had the assistance of a wage-earning man or boy.
The children in this group averaged more than 3 to each family.

There were so few divorced women that information concerning
them is without special significance, except to account for the entire
number of women breadwinners who were or had been married.

TasLe 11.—Fomily status and family responsibilities of widowed and divorced women

breadwinners.
Widowed.
Widowed and idow
divorced
breavg?iggers. Women who were soi’e breadwinners in
Nt
r
report- Per Average number of
Family status. ingas cent of] children in family.
to num-| those
ber of report-
Num- | Per |bread-| Num- Bmg
ber. cent. n‘évrléli.n ber. gum-’ Under gﬂ
i er o ¥y Total
family. bread-| 18 | ‘ana | Total
win- | YIS | over,
ners.

Total.cccooivee. aeen.. 751} 100.0 589 325, 55.2 1.2 (] 1.3
Malntain!ng home..... L eeeeme. . 504 67.1 504 258 51.2 1.2 (13 1.2
Living with parents... .. 26 3.5 26 21 21 1.4 .2 1.6
Living with relatives..... ee 771 10.3 27 17 1 1.7 ?; 1.7
Boarding orlodging. .. . 106 141 28 27 2: 1.8 1 1.9
Living with cmployer. . o 37| 49 4 2| 1.0 feeuinenn 1.0
Livingininstitution. ...  ........ 1 I U PPN R PRSI R ..

Divorced

Totaleuensseneieeereearannns 38| 100.0 L0

g home.... 16| 421 1.1
Living with parents.................. 7| 18.4 -7
Living with relatives. - 1| 26 1.0
Boarding orlodging. ... - 12| 316 1.3
Living with employer........... .. 2 35 7 (RN RN SOV FORORIS IS S

! Not computed, owing to small number involved.
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22 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

TapLe 11.—Family status and family responsibilities ?{ widowed and divorced women

breadwinners—Continue
Widowed.
Women who were ane of two breadwinners in famity.
Having men bread-| Average number of children
Family status. Per cont winners. in y.
of those
report-
Number, %e Per cent
number of 2« Under 18 years
of bread- | Number,| bread- 18 years and Total,
winners. winner yean. | gver,
group.

Total,eueereorencacninenns 172 20.2 77 44.8 1.1 0.7 1.8
Malntaining homo. .. 155 30.8 71 45.8 1.2 .7 1.9
Living with parents, .. 5 1 3 t 8 .2 1.0
Living with relatives. . 9 3 2 1 1.1 .4 1.6
Hoarding or lodging. ... . 1 1 1 S OO 1.0 1.0
Living with omployer.......... 3 1 1 [0 T N, 1.0 1.0

Divorced.

Total..ciieniieiicannnes 4 14.8 1 ) 0.8 1.0 1.8
Malntaining home .. 3 (l; 1 ) 1.0 1.0 2.0
Living with poreats. ........... 1 [ T PO () feeeviinins 1.0 1.0

Widowed.
Women who were one of three or more breadwinners in family.
Having men bread- | Average number of children
Family status. Per cent winners. in family.
of thoso
report-
Number. %c Per cent
number of 3- Under 18 years
of bread- | Number. | bread- |, o°0 and Total.
winners, winner | '8 YeI3-1  gyer,
group.

Totaleermereniisnranacnn. 92 15.6 78 84.8 1.4 1.8 3.3
Maintainlnghome.............. 91 18.0 77 81.0 1.4 L9 3.3
Living with relatives. .......... 1 () 1 O] 3.0 fieinennnns 3.0

Divorced.

b\ OO 4 14.8 2 )y 2.3 0.5 2.8

Maintaining home.............. 4 ) 2 ) 2 O, 2.8

! Not computed, owing to small number involved.

Tenure of homes.

Three-fourths of all the women reporting tenure of homes lived
in rented homes. The proportion was largest among the married
women breadwinners whose husbands also were working, and smallest
among the single women. Even in the latter group the number
whose families rented homes was large, for only a little over a third
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN. 23

of the families of single working women owned their homes and less
than 8 per cent owned their homes without encumbrance. But 1.5
per cent of all the married women workers with breadwinning
husbands owned their homes free, and over 9 per cent owned their
homes mortgaged. Among the widows over four-fifths rented their
homes and only one-twentieth actually owned their homes free of
encumbrance.

TaBLE 12.—Tenure of home, by marital status of breadwinning women.

Women |
v;ilgs:e{;‘tl:ﬁk ‘Women whose families owned homes.
bomes.
Num- Encum-
o Free. Mortgaged. { brance not
Marital status. port- Per Per reported.
égf cent cent
. |Num-| % |Num-| I Per Per Per
ure. | er, 1;?1";' ber. %"n"gt’ cent cent cent
ten- ten- Num-| % | Num-} % Num-| %
port- ort- te
ure. ure. | ber. | E0E" | “ber. I;ng ber. Ii%'g
ten- ten- ten-
ure, ure. ure.
7,251 | 5,641 | 76.4 { 1,710 | 23.6 | 345} 4.8 1,326 183 39 0.5
Single. .o 8,277} 2,069 | 63.1{ 1,208 ( 36.9| 253| 7.7 046 | 28.9 9 .3
Married, husband bread-win-
L 3,230 | 2,870 [ 80.1| 351|109 47 L5 303| 8.4 1] (®
Married, husband not a
breadwinmer................. 47 31| 66.0 16 | 34.0 8| 170 7| 149 1 21
Married, husband not living
th {. Yercsanansaiasanaa 162 119 | 73.5 43 | 268.5 11| 6.8 41 2.5 28| 17.3
Widowed....... 506 417 | 82.4 89| 17.6 251 4.9 64126 }......0......
Divorced.... 18 18| (0 2 @ 1| ® 1 ﬁ’; ........... .
Not reported 1 10| @ 1| @) |oeves|eonnns 1{ () feceenafoances
! Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent. 2 Not computed, owing to small number involved.

The tendency to purchase homes appears to be greatest among the
families of girls and women who were American, Dutch, or German.
Thirty-seven and 40 per cent, respectively, of the American and
Dutch women breadwinners, and about & third of the German women,
lived in homes owned in part or in whole by their families. More
than nine-tenths of the Polish, Czechoslovakian, and Hungarian
workers lived in rented homes. Less than 1 per cent of the families

of women workers of these nationalities owned their homes unen-
cumbered.
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24 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

TasLE 13.—Tenure of home, by nationality of breadwinning women.

hoo fomt
svhoso fami-
lies rented Women whose families owned homes.
homes.
N&I:l- Encum-
ro- Froe. Mortgaged. | brance not
reported,
Nationality. port- Por Per
!ié\l:! cent cent
. [Num-| I% | Num.| '¢ Per Per Per
ure. her, 1’;%1‘;— ber. ];grg!- cent cent cent
ten- ten- [Num-| % [Num-| % |Num{ &
ure. ure. | ber, ‘ﬁg’ ber. ';%‘g' T, ‘g;‘
ten- ten- ten-
ure. ure, ure,
Totaleeeevee. veeanenns 7,251 | 5,541 70.4 ] 1,710 | 23.6 | 345 4.8
Awmerican, white.....eeeenn... 3,001 | 1,041 62.8] 1,150 | 37.2| 281 9.1 f
Amecrican, negro. . . 79 02785 17 { 21,5 3! 3.8 \
Austrian . ... Jdoo242 215 | B3 8 27| 11,2 2 .8 25| 10.3 |.
Czechoslovak 4023 188 | 92.8 15 7.4 1 ¥ 141 6.9
Dutch... 69 4] | 50.4 23| 40.6 3| 43 25| 36.2
German. 140 u2, 65.7 48 | 34.3 7] &0 411 29.3 |.
Hungarian. ...] &0l 733 | 9L.8 67 8.4 5 .8 341 42
Itallan..... 303 281 | 76.4 87 1.6 9| 24 7112.9
Polish... ...} 1,565 1,459 | 93.2 106 | 6.8 11 .7 951 6.1
Russfan. . 345 255 73.9 90 ] 26,1 13| 3.8 TT 22310,
Allother.cvooiioanana. . 348 273 | 78.4 75| 21.6 10| 2.9 64| 18.4 1 .3

Industries and occupations.

Before passing from the outline picture of economic conditions as
reflected in the foregoing tables to the tables throwing a more con-
centrated light upon the conditions confronting the breadwinning
mothers, it will be well at this point to show through what industries
the total number of breadwinning women were distributed.

Passaic is essentially a manufacturing center. As is shown in
Table 14, more than half the breadwinning women of the city were
employed in the producing departments of its factories. Many others
were engaged in the offices of its factories in clerical capacities, but
these women were counted with all other office workers rather than
with the factory workers.

Ranking first in size and importance, the woolen mills employed
2,528, or 26 per cent, of Passaic’s breadwinning women, and the cot-
ton and handkerchief factories provided work for 1,387, or 14 per
cent. The chief work done by the women in the textile mills was
spinning and weaving, while sewing-machine operating was done by
many women in the handkerchief factories. The silk mills employed
about 3 per cent of the breadwinning women. A smaller propor-
tion were engaged in making cigars and cigarettes, clothing, paper
boxes, and laces and embroideries.

Oflice service claimed the second largest group of women working
outside the home. Over 11 per cent of all women breadwinners
were employed as stenographers and typists, clerks, bookkeepers,
cashiers, or accountants in the offices maintained by the professions
or by industrisl and commercial establishments.
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN. 25

TasLe 14 —Industries and occupations in which breadwinning women were employed.

‘Women bread-| Womenbread-
winners. winners, -
Per Per
Industry and occupation. cfg:a'!” Industry and oceupation. cf(ﬂ:ff
Num-| num- Num-| num-
ber. | ber of ber. |ber of
bread- bread-
win- win-
ners. ners.
100.0 || Telophone operators............. . (] 0.8
Total manufacturing... -.| 5,115 52.4 || Clerical oocupations............... 1,117 11.4
Woolen and worsted goods...| 2,528 25.9 Stenographers and typists......| 505 5.2
Bookkeopers, cashiers, and ac-
Spinning......... venmmeenny 571 5.8 countants........... 23 2.1
Weaving...coovevicnienne. 643 6.6 All other clerical occupat; . 409 4.2
Other factory operations....[ 1,314 13.5 .
Managerial and professional serv-
Cotton and cotton goods L 485 5.0
tneluding handkerchiefs..... 1,387 4.2
Managers and executives....... 20 L .2
Sgi.uning ................... 87 .9 School teachers................. 366 3.7
Weaving. _.._.............. 102 1.0 Journalists, librarians, and oth-
SYewing-machine operating..| 250 2.6 er professional . ............... 99 1.0
Other factory operations....| 048 9.7
Domestic and personal service
Silk and silk goods...... ..| 310 3.2 outside worker’s home...... .| 64 6.9
Winding.....coeuvennann.. 74 .8 Servants living in employer’s
Weaving.....oocvveoniann.. 105 11 OIMB...cteemnrennneensnnnnens 260 2.7
Other Iactory operations....| 131 1.3 Servants living in own home. ..| 102 1.0
Day workers............... . 82 .8
Textlles, not specified.. .| 108 1.1 Power laundry workers. 16 2
. Cleaners and Janitresses......... 20 .2
Spinming. ..ccoiveiiinnnnnns 35 .4 Waltresses, restaurant keepers, -
CAVING. .. oiiiiiiaianas 40 .4 and kitchen help............. 37 4
Other factory operations.., . 33 .3 NULSOS cevarnveccanronanaronanan 138 1.4
All other domestic and personal | - e
Clothing, men’s, women’s, and service 19 .2
children’s...... _...... .- 93 1.0
Working in own home... 19.4
Sewing-machine operating. . 49 .5
Other factory operations. ... 4“4 .5 Taking boarders or lodgers . .18.4
Taking in washin, .2
Tobacco and cigars.... ..... 188 1.9 Taking in sewing,
- o fmitting. ... ; -6
Cigar making. ............. 100 Lo Teaching music or performing
Other factory operations. ... 88 .9 gther professional servica at o 3
OB, « v memnemreecannnn RPN .
¢ All other manufacturing. ..... 501 5.1 All other home service.......... 2| %
Dresemakers, seamstresses, tail- ' :
oresses, milliners, and appren- Not reported..coeeemcemnnrnnacanas 9 i
tices in shops or employer's ,
home....... Crettcmerierenevasenan 86 .9
Selling trades......... ... 308 3.2
Saleswomen.................... 204 2.1
Retail dealers............c._... 198 1.0
Other selling occupations. ... .. 6 .1

1 Thirty-thres women shared business with husbands. sLess than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

A larger proportion of women were at work in managerial and
professional capacities than in selling occupations. Teaching engaged
the largest number of women in the professional group.

It is interesting to note the small but significant number of women
who were retail dealers; 98 women were independent proprietors of
notion or grocery stores, millinery shops, or other small establlis',h-
ments. Of this number, 33 shared with husbands the responsibility
of the business.
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26 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

Among the 7 por cent who were engaged in domestic and personal
servico tho largest group were household servants. About 3 per
cent wero servants who lived with employers, 1 per cent were serv-
ants who went to their own homes at night, and less than 1 per cent
were wornen who did washing or cleaning in homes by the day.

One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine women, or 19.4 per
cent of all women breadwinners in Passaic reporting, earned money
by service rendered in their own homes. With the exception of
about 100 who took in washing, or sewing, or millinery, or who
taught music or other arts in their homes, all of these women took
boarders or lodgers to increase the family income.

Among the women who were employed outside their homes
184 also took boarders or lodgers. These women are included among
the women engaged in remunerative occupations in factory, store, or
office rather than as workers in their homes, because the work outside
the home was deemed their principal occupation.

The fact of importance disclosed by Table 15 is the large number
of married women who were going outside of their homes to work.
Fifty-six per cent of the women whose husbands were at work were
employed in factories, stores, and offices or in others’ homes. The
proportion naturally was still greater among widows, divorcees, and
women whose husbands were not living with the family group.

As one-half of all breadwinning women were employed in factories,
it is to be expected that a large number in each marital group would
be so employed, as is shown in Table 16. The woolen and worsted
mills employed a much larger proportion of married or once-married
women than did tho other factories. Almost as many single women
were employed in the cotton and handkerchief mills as were employed
in the woolen mills.

Next to the woolen industry the taking of boarders or lodgers
occupied the largest number of women workers whose husbands
lived in the family group or who were widows. This is not true
among the married women whose husbands were not living with their
families; only 6 per cent of these women took boarders or lodgers,.
whereas about 13 per cent were employed in domestic and personal
service outside the home.

The saleswomen, office workers, telephone operators, and pro-
fessional workers were largely single women, and only 5.2 per cent
of these women were engaged in domestic service and but 1.6 per
cent worked in their own homes.
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TaABLE 15.—Breadwinning women working in their own homes or outside their homes, by marital status.

. Not
‘Women working in own homes. ‘Women working outside their homes. reported.
Tatal Total. Total. In factories, stores, and offices. In others’ homes.
v Numn-
er
Martial status. bvrvqlgd_ Wll))?‘l]-{ ) N&‘?‘ Total. Nt‘)‘m‘ Total. Nll)xm-
- ing em- . er el \Num- Per
ning. alone | ploy- Eeﬁs Num- | work- Num- | work- "ber, { cont.
women. Num- | Per on ing., | Num-{ Per em. J peras | ing beras { ing
ber. | cent. |own ac|others.| ber | cent. em- | alone em- | alone
Num- | Per | ploy- |hoo0c| “on | Num- | Per L ees.| on
count. ber. | cent. | ‘ers. [POVESSS OB | “her. | cemt, [PO¥eeS) om
count. count.

Total... 1,899 19.41 1,896 80.5| 7,348 75.2 17| 7,231 100 513 5.3 424 89 9 0.1
Smgle. sesvnesrtnsave , 77 1.6 77 98.3 | 4,504 92.3 41 4,549 11 296 6.0 243 53 8 .2
Married, husband breadwinner| 3, 1,577 | 43.9| 1,577 56.1| 1,042 540 3| 1,877 62 b4 2.1 62 15 [eeeenafocncen
Married, busband not a bread-

winner. 50 21 42.0 20 58.0 28 56.0 [ciuvuen. 27 1 1 PP 1 .
Martied, husband :

with family .. 367 27 7.4 27 [eaaee ese 340 92.6 306 83.4 {........ 301 5 34 8.3 31 b 3 PR weanes
Widowed...... 751 189 25.2 187 2 561 74.7 465 6L 9 434 21 98 12.8 82 4 1 .1
Divorced....... 38 7 18.4 Tlooeanans 31 81.6 23 60.5 foc... ... 23 faennn .- 8 211 5 [ PO S
Not reported....ovuunne.. PR 22 1 4.5 ) N PR 21 95,5 20 90.9 )........ 20 Jemervnan 1 4.5 1|ieenamaafaaneas
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28 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

TapLe 16.— Marital status of breadwinning women, by industry and occupation.

Marital status.

Married, | Married
Marrled ; H
8 huosband hgf)lt):;nd lﬁgflf‘l‘:,‘_d Wid- DI- | Notro
. " ingle. | 4 bread- bread- |ingwitn| o¥ed: [ vorced. | ported.
ndustry or occupation, winner. winner. | family.
JLAN ST S I AR N T T
AR REARREAR- AR RERR
Bl o (Blg |5 g |8
=] <o = 8
zlildlalaja|&alala jzls
Total..... [ . . 5 50{100.0} 367|100.0 751!1(!).0 35100.0; 22:100.0
—=c e
Manufacturing 23! 46.0] 265} 72.2 3&'3| 510 18 (1)t 16] ()
Woolen and worsted goods...|1,633[ 20.9(1,097] 30.5] 10 20.0] 149} 40.6 227, 30.2] 9 ) 3 ()
Cotton and cotton ﬁjw“' in- {
cluding handkerchiefs. ..... 865 17.5 369! 10.3] 7 14.0) 57} 15.5] 78 10.4 3 E‘ 8 ()
All other toxtiles......ovve... 204 5.9 77 2.1 1 2.0 21 5.7 20 2.7 2 3 %‘)
All othor manufacturing3....| 534} 10.8 227) 6.3 5| 10.0] 38 10.4] 58] 7.7} 4} (0 2 (1)
Belling trados.covirroneennes 191 3.9 73| 2.0 4] 8.0f 7 1.9 32] 4.3 1 (O [....].....
Saleswomen.......... beeenens 178] 8. 18 5 2 40 1 .3t 4 .5 1O [ (e
Other selling occupations..... 13 .3 55 1.5 2 4.0 6 1.6 28 3.9....0.....
===, = —_—
Telephone operators.............. 3 L8 2 ... FINE:" N DN NS IO N R
Clerical occupations. .. . 1.3 35 1.0. 11 3.0 100 1.3f 2 8 4 ¢
Professional servico....coeunnn.... 6, -8.. 9, 2.5 200 2.7t 2 (1) |. oe
Domestic and porsonsl scrvice | |
outslde workers’ homes......... 300, 7.9 10, 3.1 2 4.0 47‘ 12,8 116] 15.4] 8 () @
Servants living in employers’
NOMB. cceevnivensnrrnnnncnan 200, 4.0 6 b4 I N 17 4.6f 35 4.7F 20 (M) [eoforens
Servantsand dayworkersliv.
lng in own home 60 1. 6.31 3§
N 1 2.0{ 1 1.5} 3
20 . 3.
Working in own bhome............ 7 ) .2
Taking boardersor lodgers...| 271 .5i1,554| 43.2] 20| 40.0] 22 6.0 170 22.6] 3 (1; .....
All other hame service........ 50 1.0 23| .6 1] 2.0 5 1.4 19] 2.5 4 ( HKS
Not reported..eanscanecernnnss L T IO I ll ......... i ..... 1| 11 ......... l

1IN ot computed, owing to small number involved.
1] dr akers, resses, tailoresses, milliners, and apprentices in shops or employer’s home.

Just as the proportion in each age group employed in manufac-
turing decreased with advanced age, so the proportions in the various
groups employed in work at home increased as the age increased.
Eighty-nine per cent of the girls under 16 years of age worked in
factories, while only 25 per cent of the women of 50 years and over
were so employed. No children under 16 were earning money by
service rendered in the home, whereas almost one-half of the women of
50 and over were at work in their own homes. However, the factories’
drew most heavily upon the women who were 20 to 40 years of age,
whereas the home workers were women 25 years of age and over.

The factorics employed many women of all ages. This is not true
of other industries. Telephone operators were usually from 16 to 25
years of age. Almost three-fourths of all office employees and seven-
tenths of all saleswomen were under 25 yoars of age. The professions
and domestic pursuits drew largely from the more mature women.
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN. 29

TanLe 17.—Specified age groups of breadwinning women, by industry and occupation.

‘Women in specified age groups.

Under 16 16 and 17 18and 19 |20 and under
Industry or occupation. years. years. years. 25 years.
Total.

Num-| Per |Num-{ Per |Num-| Per |[Num-|' Per

) I bgr. cent. | ber. cent. | ber. 4 eent. [ ber. | cent.
Total.eevuerrscnsnrsnrnccas eeees] 9,769 |, "388 | 100.0 752 | 100.0 832 1°100.0 | 2,379 | 100.0
Manufpeturing..eceeescencses - 5201y 346 | 8.2 518|689 | 512 | 61.6) 1,347 | B56.6
Woolen and worsted goods........ 2,528 152 | 39.2 200 27.9 176 | 21.2 607 25,5

Cotton and cotton goods, includ- - . . )
ing handkerchiefS.essseseccner.. 1,387 781 20.1 146 ] 19.4 155 18.6 412 17.3
All other textileS. ucoveniacnn.. ..} 418 691 15.2 69| 9.2 66 7.9 . 95 4.0
All other manufacturingl......... 868 57| 14.7 93| 12.4 115 | 13.8 233 9.8
Belling trades. uvevuennnrenenns veeewe| 308 15| 39| 41| 55| 28| 3.4| e8| o8
Saleswomen. ........ sresenocnaane 204 15 3.9 41 5.5° 27 3.2 58 2.4
Other selling occupations......... 14 |...e... (RN U A, 1 .1 8 .3
Telephone operators....ee..... PP I (N COROROR . 18 240, 2 2.4 24 1.0
Clerical occupations....e.ovaceee. .. ... ,117 19 4.9 154{ 20.5| ‘218 | 26.2 |- 410 17.2
Professional service......... cennseenea] 485 1] .3y 3 4| 10 1.2] 112 4.7

Domestic and personal service outside
workers’ home....... reessseetarens 674 7 1.8 15 2.0 3B 4.2 139 5.8
.Bervants living in employer's I .
oM. ...ovvevinniinnnicnnnnanas 260 4] 10 121 1.6 21| 25 66 2.8
Servants and day workers living, K . . 2 )
inown home.........oeecunna.] 184 .3 .8 ] .7 29 L2
UISEScevanecnnces PRSP N - I M R, 1 .6 32 ‘1.3
_All other domestic and personal

DA JURH IR -3 IO A .31 .4l 12y, .5
Working in own bome......ceeee ...} 1,809 [, ... ceerann 7 . .8). 277 1.6
Taking boarders or lodgers..... o 1,796 {oooo ol ceemnan 6 ] 20f 113
All other home service............{" 103 ... 1 .1 7 3
9 2 .2 4 .2

Wonien in specified age groups—Contifued.

25 and under | 30 and under | 40 and under | 50 years and | AF°
Dol

Industry or occupation: 30 years. 40 years. 50 years. over. 1ot re-
Num-| Per {Num-| Per |[Num-| Per [Num.| Per | Num-
ber. | cent. | ber. | cent. | ber. | cent. | ber. | cent. | ber.
Totaleeeeenmennanenenen .] 1,702 [ 100.0 | 2,047 | 100.0 | 975 | 100.0 | 689 | 100.0 5
Manufacturing.......cceveunnn. Jq 888 522 900 1 48.4 426 | 43.7 173 | 25.1 1
‘Woolen and worsted goods. J M3 26.0 597 | 20.2 255 | 26.2 88| 12.8
Cotton and cotton goods,
ing handkerchiefs...... 263 | 155 214 | 10.5 84 8.6 35
All other textiles...... 44 2.6 53 2.6 19 1.9 13
All other manufactaringl......... 138 8.1 126 6.2 68 7.0 37
Belling trades....u.ececeeennnnnn. veerd 38| 221 65| 3.2| 88| 80| 17
Baleswomen, ..... e 23 1.4 23 1.1 15 1.5 2
Other selling occupations 15 .9 42 2.1 Pl 2.4 15
Telephons operators. 3 .5 1 3 2
lerical oceupations 144 8.5 126 6.2 32
Professionsl service... 106 6.2] 140| 6.8 81
Domestic and personal outsi
workers’ horxx)m.. PR sirzx:.‘i .1.1.t. de 108 6.3 135 6.6 114 | 1.7 119 § 17.3 2
Servantslivinginemployer’shome 4| 28 3] L7 3] 34 4! 6.4 2
Servants and day worksn,?.rs living
in own home. .. 33 1.4 41 2.0 46 4.7 36 5.2 iiaaees
§nurs%§-..a...... 20{ 17| 37| Ls 2} 23 1Bl nef....
other domestic and
.................13........ 12 i 23 1.1 13 1.3 2
Working in own home. ...............[|” 408 | 25.0| 087 | 25.7| 52| 25.9| 3%
Taking boarders or lodgers. 301 | 23.0| o564 21.6| 260| 26.7| 303
All other home serviw::.e.. ...... .. 17 1.0 23 1.1 22 2.3 32
Notreported. ..., ol L SRNPO IDOUO N T

! Inclndes dressmakers, seamstresses, tailoresses, milliners, and apprentices in shops or employer’s home.
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30 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

Table 18 indicates the industries and occupations in which the
women of each nationality were concentrated. Table 19 following
it summarizes the data for all women of foreign birth and shows the
industries in which were employed those who had been here but a
short time and those who came a number of years ago.

The distribution of American-born workers throughout the occu-
pations was greater than that of the foreign-born women. About 41
per cent of the former were working in factorics as against 61 per cent
of the latter. The cotton and handkerchief mills had a slightly larger
number of Americans than had the woolen mills, whereas the cotton
mills employed little more than two-fifths as many foreign women as
did tho woolen and worsted mills. The silk mills and other factories
in the city employed about as many American women and girls as
foreign women. Office, professional, and sclling occupations were
filled chicfly by the American born, whereas domestic service had
attracted but few Americans.

With the exception of the Dutch, German, and Russian women,
foreign women workers were concentrated in Passaic’s factory occu-
pations. Their numbers tended to be greatest in the woolen mills,
except that tho Italians were employed in the largest numbers in
cotton and handkerchief mills. A considerable proportion of Rus-
sians had become saleswomen and office workers. Only one-third
wero factory workers. More than a fourth took boarders or lodgers
to supplement the family income. Of the Dutch and Germans a
third did work in their own homes, and a larger proportion than
among other white women were engaged in domestic and personal
service.
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TaBLE 18.—Nationality of breadwinning women, by industry and occupation.

American American .
white, ' negro. * Austriaz.
Total
Industry or occupation. num-
ber. | Num-| Per | Num-| Per | Num-| Per
ber. | cent. | ber. { cent. | ber. | cent.
7 7 U 9,769 [ 3,920 | 100.0 133 | 100.0 35 1{ 100.0
Total working outside the home......_...... 7,861 | 3,462 88.1 106 6.3 262 75.9
Manufacturing............... --.] 5,115} 1,604 40.8 15 10.8 200 58,0
Woolen and worsted goods. ......... .| 2,528 495 12,6 2 L4 153 4.3
Cotton and cotton goods, including
- handkerchiefs 1,387 527 13.4 5 3.6 25 7.2
Silk and silk goods..... 310 172 4.4 2 1.4 10 2.9
Textiles,not specified. . . 108 45 B U S PR 1 .3
Clothing, men’s, women’ -
dren’s......... . 93 39 1.0 2 ) B SN ORI
Tobacco and cigars. . 188 69 L8 leevenseforencnnn 4 1.2
Allother manufacturin, 501 257 | 6.5 4 2.9 7 2.0
Dressmalkers, seamstresses, talloresses,
milliners, and apprentices inshops or
employer’s home....ceveeecencaees 86 35 .9 2 ) U0 RPN R, .e
Selling trades........ocoeemniaeeainn. o 308 144
Saleswomen. ......cccaue.. el 204 122
Retaildealers........ - 98 18
Otherselling occupations... 6 4
Telephone operators..........coeeee- e 7% k!
Clerical occupations........ccvevenennnn L1n7 851
Stenographersand typists...-........ 505 436 [ 1.1 f....... Joweuan . 1 .3
Bookkeegers, cashiers, and account-
ANLS. . eiiiiaierniecneracrsnnas ceess 203 168 [ 55 31 PO IS coan 2 .8
Allotherclerical occupations.........| 409} 3471 88| .......[..... v 2 .6
Managerial and professional service.... 485 a8 11........ ... - 1 .3
Managersand executives., ...... 20 16 .4 ]....... Jeooseren
School teachers................. vevane 366 1Y R I - ' g NI PO
Journalists, librarians, and other pro-
fessionals........ teeseecereananeaens 09 79 2,0 |..... PR . 1 .3
Domestic and personal service.......... 874 218 5.5 89 €4.0 42 12,2
Servantsliving in employer’s home, 260 66 1.7 21} 151 26 7.5
Servantslivingin own home, 102 19 . 28| 20.1 6 L7
Day workers. . ........ 82 8 3 -9
Powerlaundry workers. 16 7 2 .6
Cleaners and janitresses.. 20 3 2 -6
Wkaiittghessei, i-estnumnt k ‘37 u 1 3
en help... - .
Ni » 138 92 . 2 .6
19 9 .2 1 o7 Jeesennesfeoncanes
Total working in own home. ......... ene 1,89 461 1.7 33| m.8 B 21
Taldng boarders or 10dgers. . veuevenenen- 1,706 | 401] 10.2 23| 185 82| 2.8
%ﬁginwa;imng.....g ............. ] 7 18 g1 gl &8 .
gin sewing, millinery, or knitting.. 5 . -3 PRI PRpR R
ALl Othor om0 SErvice. -ero. o e meeeterns] 28 2 % 3 S EUUURNN IS HO
Not reported 9 6 D IOV IR UTUIIIN RS
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32 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

TanLe 18.—Nationality of breadwinning women, by industry and occupation—Contd,

Czecho-

slovakian. Dutch. German, Hungarian,
Industry or occupation.
Num-| Per |Num-| Per |Num-| Per |Num-| Per
ber. | cent.] ber. | cent.| ber. | cent. | ber. | cent.
Total........... taessesmrrrnrernrenne ..| 264 1100.0 80 | 100.0 107 | 100.0 983 | 100.0
Total working outside the home........... 208 ) 78.8 82| 85.0 135 | 68.% 823 8.7
Manufacturing....ccooaervevaencnneceecs| 178 | 87.4 28] 35.0 67 34,0 TI4| T
Woolen and worsted goods...........| 128 ] 48.5 2 2.5 46§ 23.4 644 | 65,5
Cotton and cotton , includin
handkerchlefs... 24 9.1 13| 16.3 6 3.0 20 3.0
Shik and sllk goods, . 4 L5 4 5.0 4 2,0 9 9
Tcxlllos,notsPecuhd... 1 .4 1 . 8 .
Clothing, men’s, women
dren’s........ 2 .8 1.0 3 3
Tobacco and clgars.... 4 1.5 [ 13 | 5
All other manufacturin 15 5.7 4.1 8 .8
Dressmakers, szeamstrosses, tailoresses,
milllners,, and apprentices in shops or
employer’ S BOmMO..eoesaivrennnnccrenseeree]eanecicfercaaas 1 L3 1 . 3 .3
Selling tradeS....cccvveeriiieonnnnnnn. 7| &7 5 . 51 28 8 .8
SalesWOomeN.ceraense 2 .8 2 2.5 2 1.0 3 .3
Retail dealers........ 5] L9 3 3.8 3 1.5 5 .5
Other selling occupations..eceeceeece]oniiineonrocslavennefennnnn. SRR FRIN PR S
Telophone OperAtors...c.ceeeermrvencedefonnnerdiceiii]onnneefonnnnilennnnss (RPN (P B
Clerical occupations.......... covencsd ‘oo 31 11 5 8.3 10 6.1 17 11
Stonographersand typists....ecieen.. 3 1.1 3 3.8 4 2,0 4 4
Bookkoopers, cashiers,and account-
BIES.. ., i [SOUPTEN SN ST 21 Lo 3 .3
All other clerical occupation®...eeveel.eveeeelenennn. 2.5 4| 2.0 10 Lo
Managerial and professional service... o2l .8 1] 1.3 8 4.1 2 .2
Managersand oxocutives censes|eosansilosaionaloonnees 1 X3 P
hoolteachors.. eeviaes|resnnas 5 2.5 [oceaaaals
Journalists,libra:
tessionals..., 1 2 1.0 2 2
Domestic and personal service. ' 12 4 23 7 8.0
Servantslivingin employer’shome. . 71 27 3 25| 12,7 31 3.2
Servantslivingln own homae.... 3 1.1 2 ] 4,6 22 2.2
Doy WOrKer3..veeueeeennansann . 2 .8 1 4| 2.0 11 L1
Powerlsundry workers..... . 1 [ 3 PP 1 .5 1 .1
Cleanersand Janitresses. oo ve e eeenoselovrnnrclovennes| 1 1] .5 4 -4
Waitresses, restaurant keepers, and
Kitchen Help.....ceeereceonnsnnenss 1 Y 3 IO ciessan|oensens 8 .6
urses.......... cerarsienrarezacensen 4] L3 N 3 -3
Allotherdomesticand personaisetvice]. ......0ccviuivaenu]oeiensefecscvac]oemenes 1 .1
Total working {n oWn home....cesieeeen...] 58| 2.2] 25| 25.0| d2| 15| 15| 1688
Taking boarders orlodgers................ 56| 21,2 155 15.8
Taklngln wu-:{ldnxmuum o s Wsiatet 3 4 B Bl 1 1
ngin sewing, miltin rknltting. |......ofoeeeaaennn.. . 3 .
Allotherhumeservlee..B.?'.?.........f.. [P PR M AN .4 .20 veserenfrasnave
Notreported........... 1 .1
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN, 33

TapLe 18.—Nationality of breadwinning women, by industry and occupation—Conid.

Italian. Polish. | Rugsian. Other.
Industry or cccupation. .
Num-| Per |Num-| Per {Num-{ Per |Num-{ Per
ber. | cent.{ ber. | cent.| ber. | cent.] ber. | cent.
Total.. = ...... ... peee ..| 418]1100.0 2,519 1100.0 380 | 100.0 515 | 100.0
Total working outside the home. ... . s----| 3421 81.8(1,823| 72.3 272 .6 377 7.2
Manufacturing. .coovvverermvnnnnniennnns 300 71.8 1,701 | 67.5| 123 32.4| 185 35.9
Woolen and worsted goods....... sees| 7] 17.0| 860 34.1 53 13.9 %] 4.4
Cotton and cotton goods, including
handkerchiefs. 128{ 30.6 | 535] 2L2 3| 87 62§ 120
8ilk and silk good: 50| 12,0 24 L0 12 3.2 19 3.7
Textiles, not specifl . 1 .2 42 L7 3 . 1.2
Clothing, men’s, women’s, and chil- . .
dren’s........... P verevennneses 10] . 24 2] L3 3 Bliidiinii.
Tobaccoand cigars...c.cvuuuee. 6 1.4 87 3.5 3 .8 2 -4
Allother manufacturing 34 .81 121 4.8 16 4.2 22 4.3
Dressmakers, seamstresses, tailor-
osses, milliners, and apprentices in :
shops or employer’s home............ 15 3.6 12 12
Selllng trades........ccovieccmcnaanans. 7 1.7 28- 3.9
Saleswomen 3 5 2.1
Retail dealers... 4 Lo 22 L8
Othersellitg occu S . ! 2
TelepRone OPETALOTB...ccvvececveraane]ecsrnon]oraenns 1 .2
Clerical occupations ceveerevvenrennnnn.s , B 31 14 8.3
Stenographersand typists....c.c.a... 3 .7 8 .3 25 6.6 18 3.5
Bookkeepers, cashiers, and account- .
-0 11 2 .5 2 .1 15 3.9 9 1.7
Allother clerical occupations......... 8| L9 4 .2 16| .42 18 3.1
Managerlal and professional service.... 2 .5 ] 4 5 13 19 3.7
Managers and executives 3 .6
School teachers. .. 7 1.4
Journalists,librar:
fessionals.......oeeinienanene 1 9 L7
Domestic and personal service.......... 13| 20.0
Servantslivingin employer’s home. . 631 122
Servantslivingin own home 5 Lo
Day WOrkers..uoeeeeeanuannen 4 -8
Powerlaundry workers...... - 2 -4
Cleanersand janitresses. ......-...... 3 .6
‘Waltresses, restaurant keepers, and
Kitchen help. . .ooeevserenncnnsonnns 7 L4
UTSES.o.e.reruseranrennnsenvzoaneyes 18 3.5
Allotherdomesticand personalservice| 1 -2
Total working in own -home........ . ....... 18] -26.8
Taking boarders or lodgers. . 1261 245
%zﬂxgngiln washing....g?....‘.'. ........... g l'é
nginsewing, millinery or knitting... .
Allotherhomesgérvice...ry.... ........ g ............... DO (SR VRGN SR PR 2 .4
Notreported...u.ccureneennan cerererreeeans 1 2. ) E— L Y R & Lot

! Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

As already stated, only 73 women workers in Passaic had been in
this country less than 5 years. Their distribution in the industries
1s probably, therefore, without significance.

It can be readily seen in Table 19, however, that immigrants of
five to ten years ago were more concentrated in factory occupations,
and particularly. in woolen and worsted mill work, than were the
women who had been in this country 10 years or more. The latter
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34 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN.

had entered the selling, office, and professional occupations to a
small extent, while the numbers of recent immigrants therein were

practically negligible.

TABLE 19.— Years in the United States of foreign-born breadwinning women, by industry

occupation.
.| Womenin Women in Women {n
Forelgn-born | Num- | B United United
Yor | wom- States States States
- en less than from 5 to 10 years
winners. roport- years. 10 years. nd over.
Industry or occupation. ing
yoars
Num-| Per Ux{ﬂed Num-|{ Per |Num-| Per [Num-| Per
ber. | cent. {gioies. ber. | cent, | ber. | cent. | ber. | cont.
TOthl.eeernenreneerernrnracss.| 5,701 [ 100.0 1 5,487 731100.0 | 1,547 | 100.0 | 3,577 | 100.0
MARDIACLUTINE . -« veunrenrernnennene.] 3,496 | 813 13,400 [ 45| 61.6]1,335| 72.3| 2,021 568
Woolen ux&d w{)rsted goods,.......| 2,031 | 35.6 | 1,902 20| 2.4 825 | 44.7] 1,147 321
t goodsincluding
cﬁ;%ﬁagmhuicf: n 833 | 15.0 826 131 17.8 318 ( 17.2 495 13.8
Blik and silk goods. 138 2.4 126 3 4.1 36 L8 87 2.4
Tlnx},‘llos, not specifed. ...eeee.. 63 1.1 63 2 2.7 16 .8 45 13
Clothing en's, wom n’s
3,,1,5‘,;, ',n 4 4 52 K] Bl 212 2 .1
Tobacco and clgal 119 2.1 115 2 56 3.0 57 1.6
All other mlmulucturlng 40| 42] 21 65| 6.8 62{ 3.4 164 4.6
Droessmakers, seamstresses, tallor-
esses, milliners, and apprentices
{n shops or employer's homes...... © .9 46 1 1.4 15 .8 30 .8
Selling trades.........c.cnn... eeeeesas| 164 2.9 15¢ 1 1.4 21 1.1 134 a7
BAleSWOIMEN. covecercersrnananrene 82} 1.4 79 1 14| 14 .8 64 1.8
Rotail dealers......... 80 1.4 75 [ceennnc]oncnnns 7 .4 68 1.9
Other selling ocCUPAtions. o-o... .. [ 3 D) 2 |..... FOY NG FUIN PO B -1
Telephone operators...c.ccencuan. . V) b U RN ORI PN APRON ®
Clerical ocCUPAtionS..sceecerennaeas| 166 | 2,01 154 1] 1.4 15 .8 18) 3.9
Stenographers and typists. ....... 60 1.2 67 [cececsafunecens 4 .2 63 18
Bookkeepers, cmh%, and ao-
COUNANtS . ooveensnnaans vesenma] 35 .6 L1 IO veeeeen 6 .3 29 -8
All other clerical occupations.....| 63| 1.1 52 1] 14 5 .3 46 1.3
Managerial and professional service.| 49 9 TE 3 PO IO .- 8 .4 3 1.0
Mansgers and oxecutlves. ........ 4 .1 L SO R 1 .1 3 -1
Bchool teachers......... 25 4 b 18 RN I 4 2| 17 8
Journalists, librutians, &
profcssmnnls.................... 20 .4 18 levverac]eecenes 3 .2 15 4
Domestic and personal service out-
side Worker's home...coueen.rueon.| 367 64| 330 11| 151} M| 43| 200] &7
Bervants llving in cmployer's
hOME. «veeresnns ey, 1| 3.0 s1] 28] ®| 28
8ervants living in own ho 55 1.0 12 .6 38 11
Day workers........uue 38 7 1 .1 32 -9
Power Iaundry workers. 9 .2 2 .1 8 -2
Cleancrs and janitresses..........] 17 .3 2 .1 13 4
Waitresses, restaurant keepers,
nnd kllchcnhelp................ 20 .4 1 .1 18 -8
NUSCS 1verernereronnsnsosesnnsons 8l 8 5| 3| 38 10
All othet domestic and personnl
BOVICE oemcveneenneemsrcnsenaes] 8| 22| 8l 8| 3] 4] 1
Working in own home.eeeeen.eee...| 1,805 | 206 (1,383 14| 10.2] 37| 20.2]| o1 23
Taking boarders or lodgers. ......| 1,372 s | 23
gnsngimn wushmg...liﬁn.......... 7 79 §
aking in scwing, m! etc.. 24 1 -
All other home servico..f.y.’...... 2 11 ®
Not reported. . .....eereeeervrresns 3] ) sl 8 2

Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN. 35

Breadwinning mothers.

There were 4,802 women breadwinners in Passaic who were or had
been married. Of these, 4,462 reported concerning children. Nearly
three-fourths of these married, widowed, or divorced breadwinners
were mothers; only 27 per cent had no children. There is little
variation in the proportion having children in the several marital
groups. The range is from 81 per cent in the small number of di-
vorced women to 70 per cent among the women workers whose hus-
bands were not breadwinners. Among the married women whose
husbands were employed, and who represented by far the largest
group of workers, 72.5 per cent had children.

TapLE 20.—Breadwinning women who had children, or had no children, by marital status.

I}Tumbcr Y
of women Women
: Women
Marital status. TSPOTUNE | who had | hO hiad
concern- | oy iiqren | 10 chil
ing chil- *| dren.
dren.
Total:
Number....cooivvovieennnnnnnn oo e cveemauen 4,462 3,271 1,191
0 0 1P 100.0 3.3 26,7
Married, husband breadwinner:
B < ¢ L PPN 3,596 2,608 988
POTCOIEeoe o \eoovesoeeoeenssossmse e vnneesne s eemeriees 160.0 f2.5 2.5
Married, husband not a breadwinner:
Number 50 35 15
Per cont 100.0 70,0 30.0
Married, hus
Numbes 201 151 50
. Percent 100.0 75.1 4.9
Widowed:
Number 589 458 133
Per cent... 100.0 T1.4 22,6
Divorced: .
Number... 26 21 5
Percent.......oouvnnnuiinnniiin. .. 100.0 80.8 19.2

Although approximately three-fourths of the married or once-
married women workers were mothers of children, the prevailing
families were not large. The essential feature of Table 21 lies in the
fact that over 60 per cent of the women breadwinners had only one or
two children. Only about 10 per cent of the mothers had families
ranging from five to ten children.

The variations in the actual and average number of children of
the mothers living with husbands and of those widowed, divorced,
or separated are so slight as to indicate that the number of children
In a family was not a differential factor in conditions surrounding
the breadwinners in each group.
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36 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN.

TapLE 21.—Number of children of breadwinning mothers, by marital status of mother.

E‘,’,ﬁ;‘,! Women having specified number of children. ﬁmﬂle
Maritalstatus, | T[HaV of chil-
ll“ﬁ dren per
v chil-
dren, | One. | Two.] Three.|Four.| Five.| Six. {Seven.| Fight.|Nine.] Ten. mother,
Total:
Number .| 3,271 ] 1,073 { 926 500 | 370 ] 176 82 34 12 [ ] 2.4
Percont.. 160.0 32.8123.3| 18.0f 1.3} 5.4 2.5 1.0 0.4} 0.2] 0.1 ).ucuunsss
Morried, hushand
breadwinner:
v im 2,608 787§ 955 480 | 306 | 157 68 31 9 4 2 2.5
Per cent 100.0 | 30.2|28.0| 18.8(11.7} 6.0 2.6 1.2 03] 0.2] 0.1 1.........
Married, hushand
not a breadwin-
ner:
Number........ 35 13 7 7 4 1 b1 SRR | RN 2.6
Pereent........ 00,0} 37.1[20.0] 20.0 (1.4} 29| &7 |..cccfernnne 2.9 Joeeiideerinnn
Married, husband
not living with
{amily:
Number........{ 151 84 41 18 6 1 1 1 ) 3% PR R L7
Per cent.on.....| 1000 | 55.6 | 27.2| 10.6 [ 4.0 .7 .7 .7 [ TR PRI P
Wlidowed:
Number........| 45 178 | 17 76 521 .17 11 2 2 1 2.3
Percent........| 100,01 30.0 {25.7} 16.7 | 11.4| 3.7 | 2.4 .4 4 [ 25 TR P
Divoreed:
Number........ 21 11 6 2 b7 PR PR EPOIPN OO N 1.8
Percento.a..... 1000 | (M) Q] ) (O T PP KRORN IORN I (PRI AP M

1 Not computed, owing to small nurnber involved.

Though the families of working mothers were not large, the children
were young. Approximately 60 per cent of the employed mothers
had children under 5 years of age, 20 per cent had children of 5 to 7
years of age who had not yet entered school, although the New
Jersey school regulations permit children to go to school at the age
of 5 years. These percentages are not mutually exclusive, as mothers
with children under 5 years may also have had children between
5 and 7 years. But Table 22 presents the strikingly significant fact
that all of these breadwinning mothers had small children at home
requiring care. The 12 per cent of breadwinning mothers who had
children of 5 to 7 at school had the assurance that for a part of the
working day at least the little ones were safe. Who got them ready
for school in the morning or looked to their physical and moral wel-
fare after school, the census data, of course, do not indicate.

Another singularly striking feature of Table 22 is the revelation
that it was not the widowed mothers nor other women with dis-
rupted marital relations who were winning bread apparently at the
expense of the care of young children, but the married women living
with breadwinning husbands. The revelation makes a strong urge
for further information.

Although children are permitted to enter school at the age of 5
in New Jersey, attendance is compulsory only from 7 to 16 years of
age. With the consent of parents and upon securing a proper
certificate, children may leave school at the age of 14 to go to work.
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THE FAMILY -STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN, 87

Apparently many working women find it necessary to take their
children from school as soon as permitted by law. Eleven per cent
had children 14 to 17 years of age at work. Iight per cent per-
mitted children of these ages to continue their school work; less than
1 per cent had children at school who were as much as 18 years of age.

TapLE 22.—Breadwinning mothers having children of specified age groups in school, at
ome, or at work, by marital status of mother.

§ .| Women | Women
T8 | having having |Womenhaving| Women having
H e | children | children [children14an children 18
o3 | 5and 6 |7andunder| under 18 years | years of age
- wp years of | 14 years of of age. and over.
[ Cd
Maritalstatus. b L age. age.
= =3
= . . : . : . i | g
— 4] — 4] — ) 3 —
s2 1B el 2 lElB B 8 2 8|E
5182l 8 |22 |E |52k
-3 -3
- T T I T T I N T I I -
Total: .
Number......... Meeann 3,271 | 1,934 [ 303 (042 [ 1,445 | 187 | 261 | 41 {376 | 21| 51| 476
Percent...............| 100.0 9.1 (12.0 | 19.6{ 44.2| 5.7 8.0 1.3 |11.50.6 1.6 ] 14.8
Married, husband breadwinner: A
Number......... semreaeanssn 2,608 1,767 | 345 [ 575 | 1,172 | 153 { 194 | 20 {238 | 16| 29| 232
P_erccnt, ..................... 100.0 | 67.8 }13.2 122,01 44.9 (59 (7.411.119.1;0.8}1.1) 8,9
Married, husband not a bread-
winner;
Number...oevececercrmanean. 35 6 3 2 14 2 7 9 2 1 14
Percent.. oo veevicncianasans 100.01 17.1 | 8.6 5.7 40.015.7 {20.0 7 2.9 125.7 ] 5.7 | 2.9 | 40.0
Married, husband not living with : -
family; N
. Number 151 57| 111 14 55 [ 7 2| 27 |..... 1 33
Per cent 2110001 37.7|7.319.3] 36.414.0{4.6)1.3/17.9..... L7129
Widowed:
Number. . ] 456 991 32| 50 1951 26| 50 71100 3] 207 192
. Percent.. 100.0 | 21,7{7.0{11.0| 42.8|5.7 ]11.0| 1.5 (2.9} .7[4.4]42.1
Divoreed:
Number............. .. 21 5 2 1 9l..... 2 b R P, 5
Percent...o....ccccoaioaae 100.0 1 23.8 9.5 4.8 42.9..... 14.318.519.5 |.....]euves 2.8

How many mothers with young children were away from their
homes during working hours? Table 23 shows that over 47 per
cent of the mothers with children under 5 years of age, and about
one-half of those having children 5 and 6 years of age at home, were
engaged in remunerative service outside of the home. The census
schedules show that in none of these families were there servants who
might care for the children in the absence of the mothers. Whether
other arrangements were made for the care of these children is a
question of indisputable social significance but it can not be answered
from census data.?

More than half of these mothers who went out to work were em-
Ployed in the woolen and worsted mills. The cotton and handker-
chief mills gave work to the next largest number.

T See Chapter I, p.41.
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TABLE 23.—Breadwinning mothers having children of specified age groups in school, at home, or at work, by industry or occupation of mother.

Women havin
Women “::ﬁgrxt‘mgna‘;xg] chils 7 and | Women having children 14 | Women having children 18
c‘&‘g]{:ﬁl years of age. under 14 years | and under 18 yearsof age. years of age and over.
Industry or occupation, Total. | nders ofage.
years of
8% |1 school.| At home. | Inschool.| At home. | Inschool.| At home. | At work. | Inschool.! Athome. | At works.
Total:
NUMbOT.. cvvreersrrvocnnnesncnnnsncesnnnes 3,271 1,934 393 642 1,445 187 261 41 376 2 51 476
- e 100.0 1&3.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Working outslde own home:
Teeercrereoseassosacsnscrcrrsasses 1,778 924 220 316 876 73 134 23 235 1 17 226
Pcrcunt................................. 54.4 47.8 56.0 49.2 60.6 39,0 51.3 56.1 62.5 3.3 33.3 4.5
Manufacturing:
Num ar............. 3,517 853 187 T34 86 34 18 202 1 5 155
Percent........... 46. 441 47.6 50.8 35.3 32.2 43.9 53.7 4.8 9.8 32.6
Woolen nnd worsted gooda:
Numbet............. 938 525 1 178 460 41 58 11 101
Pereent.. . ...oe.... 2.7 211 3L0 27.4 3L8 2L¢ 2L 5 26.8 21.2
319 185 32 kid 148 12 1 3 25
Percent.. 9.8 9.6 81 120 10.2 6.4 42 7.3 5.3
All other manatf;
umber. 260 143 33 126 13 17 4 40 1 2 29
Per cent. 7.9 7.4 84 5.8 8.7 7.0 6.5 9.8 10.6 4.8 3.9 61
Selling trades:
Number.. 96 35 17 13 562 5 27 2 11 a 4 24
Per cent. 2.9 L8 4.3 2.0 3.6 27 10.3 4.9 2.9 1.3 7.8 &0
Clerical occupation:
Number... 20 8 2 2 10 1 h ) IR b N TS I 3
Porcent... .6 -4 5 .3 .7 & Y ) PR 2 IR R «6
Professipnal service:
UMber.. cieeercsnenevnmmccecactanenans 22 2 1 2 10 1 3 1, 1 1 3 K
Percent....c.oeeens .7 .1 3 «3 .7 N L1l 24 «3 4.8 5.9 L5
Domestic and personal servico:
umber., . .ceeenax 123 20 13 9 70 19 2 20 2 5 37
Percont., .ccceseecncncttasccaasncassnnes 3.8 13 3.3 L4 &8 1...... eees] 7.3 4.9 &3 9.5 9.8 7.8
Working in own home:
¢ N 1,463 1,010 173 326 569 114 127 18 141 14 34 250
Percent.. cvceuveecrunnncncceactoecaocnacas 45.0 52’.2 L] 50.8 39.4 6L0 48.7 43.9 37.5 66.7 68.7 52,56
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN, 39

Teble 24, concerned with the apparent influence of nationality,
shows a less proportion of mothers among the American born than
among any foreign-born group except the Germans. The American
white, it will be recalled, were & much younger group of women.
The large number of Polish women and the comparatively small
groups of Austrians, Czechoslovakians, and Russians show that 80
to 85 per cent have had children.

TaBLE 24,—Breadwinning women who had children, or had no children, by nationality.

Number ‘Women who had | Women who had
of women children, no children.
who | Women
Nationality. were or z?uortlng
had dren., Per cent Per cent
been Number. | of those | Number. | of those
married, reporting. reporting.
TOtaLeesueecarecvaaiirierencnnnnncen 4,802 4,462 3,271 73.3 1,191 2.67
American, white...cvevuivnniiieniiinnnna. 789 746 448 60,1 298 39.9
AmMerican, NOZTO0. ccocerverecnncnneccrsonne 100 82 33 40.2 49 59.8
Austrian......... . 254 23 184 8.5 39 17.5
i 217 106 157 80.1 39 10.9
41 40 2 725 11 21.5
125 117 53.8 54 46.2
786 495 68.2 21 3L8
212 155 75,6 50 24.4
1,785 1,682 1,360 80.9 322 19.1
197 190 163 85.8 27 14.2
296 255 184 72.2 71 21.8

The prevailing number of children in the families of the foreign
born differed very little from the number in American families.
Table 25 discloses the fact that the average number of children per
mother varied by less than one. However, there was one distin-
guishing difference. The percentage of women having only one
child was highest among the Americans, white and negro, approxi-
mately one-half of whom had but one child. Among the great num-
ber of Polish women, 28.5 per cent had but one child, 29.9 per cent
had two children, and 18.5 per cent had three children.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



40 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN,

TABLE 25.—Number of children of breadwinning 'ﬁothcrs, by nationality of mother,

Total Women having spectfied number of children.

Average
wglxlu- - . m;mhlﬁr
Natlonality. : , g it
hg}\lr;lrig Ono. |'T'wo. | Three.| Four.| Five.] Six. [Seven.| Eight.| Nine.| Teu. ‘ggﬁlgf’
dron. . . g '
Total: )
Number..}| 3,271 | 1,073 [ 926 370 | 176 | 82 34 12 i} 2 2.4
Percent..| 100.0 | 32,8) 28.3| 18.0(11.3| 54) 2.5 1.0 0.4} 0.2 0.1 |..:......
American, white:
Number........| 48| ouj s} 70§ 2
Per cont.. 100,0} 47,1257 ¢ 15.6| 6.0
Anmerican, ne,
Number. 18 7 4 2
Percent........| 100,0] 5.5 (2L2{ 121 6.1
Austrlan:
Number........ 184 48 29 23
Porcent........ 100.0 32.1(26.1 | 15.8]12,5
Czechoslovakian:
Number..c..... 157 46| 38 32{ 22 1
. 29.3 | 24.2) 20,4 |14.6 .2
. 8 8 5 3
Percont........[ 100.0| 27.6 | 27.6 | 17.2]10.3 5
(erman:
Numbor........ 63 23 22 9 5
Percent........[ 100.0 ] 36,5 | 3.9 | 143 | 7.9 8
Hungarian:
amber........| 495 1771 145 79 55 20 11 b 2
.} 100,0 | 35.8129.3| 16.0 (11,1 4.0 22 1.0 .4
155 40 45 32 22 91" O
.1 1000} 258|200} 20,6 |14.2] 58] 3.9
1,360 387 | 400 252 | 169 81 38 18 6 2 1 2.5
JWwo.0f 28.5120.9| 18.5]12.4] 6.0| 2.8 1.3 .4 .1 D O FPPPpY
163 4| 48] as| ‘2| ¢| 3 2 ) 18 TR IO 2.5
J100.0 ] 27.0| 29,4 | 23.3)12.9| 3.7 L8 1.2 P11 75 PR PN PR
.4 1840 @0 44 40 20 9 6 2 1 1 1 2.6
Porcent.. 21100.0 ) 32.6123.9| 2L.7710.¢| 4.9| 3.3 1.1 5 o5 1Y PR

In most cases the Polish mothers had young children. Over three-
fourths of these breadwinning mothers had children under 5 years of
age; nearly a third had children of 5 and 6 at home, and 10 per cent
had children of those ages at school. The problem of the very young
child was less acute with the Americans, somewhat more than a third
of whom had children of less than 5 years of age.

The Poles, it would seem, did not as a rule send children to school
before the compulsory school age was reached. Less than one-fourth
of those having children of 5 and 6 years were sending them to school.
The same tendency was marked among the Austrians. Larger pro-
portions of the remaining groups took advantage of the opportunity
afforded by the State law to begin the education of children at an
early age.

The American whites and the Russians were the only nationalities
whosemothers of children from 14 to 18 years of agehad more of themin
school than at work. The tendency among other nationalities tosend
the child to work as soon as the law allowed is revealed in Table 26.
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THE FAMILY -STATUS ‘OF BREADWINNING WOMEN, 4]

TabLE 26.—Breadwinning mothers: with children-of specified age groups in school, at
ome, or at work, by nationality of mother.

o -
@ . Women | Womenhav-
g <& | having |ingchildren :Xﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ:lg Women having
= 53 | children5 | 7andun- under 18 years children 18 years
@ . |.'0C {and 6 years|der 14 years y of age and over.
Hg | wa of age. ol age. ofage.
g4 8 & -
Nationality. EE ‘g e
1= S - - o P . . _
Beles B85 | 4B g4 |28
— L] LSO - = B = 2 o r-] =]
S-SR R IR - N B -
& |2 | B |4 H |48 ]|<14] 8|24
Total: : .
Number.......| 3,271 | 1,934 | 363 | 642 | 1,445 | 187 | 261 411 376 21 5 476
Per cent.......[ 100.0| 59.1112.0(19.6| 44.2| 57! 8.0} 1.3[11.5¢ 0.6] 1.6| 14.6
L) 448 162 47 34 158 12 52 9 43 8 24 122
..} 1000 3.2310.5] 7.6| 85.3| 2.7}11.6] 2.0| 96| 1.8| 54 27.2
. 33 12 1 3 16 |-t 1]...... k15 R 2 9
100.0| 36.4] 5.0 9.1 48.5 ...... 3.0 }.ee... 9.1 |eeenen 6.1 7.3
184 99 171 33 91 13 20 4 34 |o..e.. 13,
Percent............ 100.0| 53.8] 9.2117.91 49.6 7.1[10.9] 2.2 | 18.5 |...... 51 17.4
Czechoslovakian: .
Number............| 157 ‘96 22 26 78 8 11 1 32 1 2 25
100.0 | 61.1 ]| 14.0]16.6| 49.7| &1} 7.0 .6 20.4 6{ 1.3| 159
29 8 [ 3 - 15 |..-.oe [ 1 - 35 PSR, 3 13
100.0 | 27.6 [17.2}...... 51.7 |..... .| 20,71 3.4 | 27.6 |...... 10.3} 4.8
63 10 8 3 32(......] 8 2| 14 b [ 25
100.0 ( 15.9112.7| 4.8] 50.8]......; 127} 3.2 | 22.2| 3.2[...... 39.7
|l 495 241 84 61 268 23 40 5 74 1 3 65
100.0} 48.7 | 120 | 12.3 | 54.1 4.6% 81 1.0} 14.9 .2 6] 13.1
155 | -°82 3 19 75 9 13 2 17 1...... 2 25
.1 100.0 | 52.9(21.31{12.3 48.4 5.8 8.4 13 110 Jacaaes 1.3} 16.1
1,360 { 1,041 | 130 | 416 5571 109 G4 13] 110 2 3 81
100.0§ %6.5| 0.6 |30.6| 41.0( 80| 47| 10| &1{ .1| .2| 6.0
163 98 27 15 69 9 28 2 12 [} 5 29
100.0] 60.1[16.6 9.2| 42.3) 55}17.2| 1.2} 7.4] 3.7| 81} 17.8
- 184 85 19 32 86 4 18 2 29 1 6 50
.| 100.0| 46.2110.3117.4| 46.7] 2.2| 9.8} 1.1} 158 5] 3.3 7.2

Il. RESPONSIBILITIES OF BREADWINNING MOTHERS AS
SHOWN BY PERSONAL SURVEY.

The foregoing tables, based exclusively upon the data to be found
on the schedules collected by the United States Bureau of the Census,
raise a number of important questions which can be answered only
}Jy supplementary investigations. Because the census enumeration
includes all the people in a city, and therefore shows how large a
number of persons are included in each classification to which un-
answered questions apply, there is little chance of directing expensive
surveys into conditions of numerically unimportant groups when
census data are available for guidance. For example, the census data
studied show an actually- and relatively large number: of married
Wwomen -working. outside-of the home though having breadwinning
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492 THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN.

husbands. It is of manifest importance to know why so large a group
of women with home responsibilities should be at work when the
usunl family providers are in evidence. Rarely are the wages of
fathers sufficient to keep grown unmarried daughters from going into
industry as breadwinners, but that the wife and mother should go out
to work while the husband and fatherisabreadwinner challenges atten-
tion. ls it because she must or because she “wants to”?  Without
information on family income, which it is not possible to secure from
census schedules, a definite answer to this question can not be given,

As previously stated, one of the most important questions raised
by the census data concerned the care provided for young children
of mothers working outside the home and the amount of help in
household duties which these mothers had from paid or unpaid assist-
ants. To test the dependability of collected census data as an in-
dex to the importance of questions left unanswered, this subject
alone was chosen for an experimental survey.

Approximately 1,000 addresses of women having small children
were selected. The numbers were chosen from each Passaic enumer-
ation district in proportion to the numbers of breadwinning women
reported therein. Five hundred and twenty-two of these women
were found and were identified as those enumerated in 1920. They
were interviewed as to the care provided for the children and the
help received in the performance of household duties during the year

. the census was taken. The results, though briefly stated, have along
reach in social consequence.

Care of young children of mothers working away from home.

Mother kept store, cared for children atsame time..........ccveeeecmaccecenss 22
Mother worked nights, cared for children in daytime ................ eeaas 107
Paid custodianto care for young children. . ....oceeueonnooiinieiieaenannennns 25
) 10 F R S Y 2
B3 61T B 1 IR 4
N 11Tl o 3
B0 S PPN 16
Relatives looked after children.. ... ..uoueoin et et eeeeecaaanasnenns 93
Living at home...... e e e eenaeaas et maneeaeaeeaaaamaaa—aaaean 66
Living mear.. ..o e iaeeaaan 27
Landlady or boarders looked after children. . ... .ooonerneneeeeeinaannnnn 35
Neighbors cared for Children. - o ..o oo o on s o e e e e e e eaaaes 68
Husband “kept 6y0 on children . . ..oonn et e eeeeeeeeaaaaraennns o4
Worked nights, home during day. . ...cooooeeu ottt eaaanan 44
Worked at home or unable t0 WOrk......o.onoo et ieeee e caeaenen 10
Children cared for €ach obheT. o veut e e e e e eaanan 118
ANIrom 7 60 14 FOmmS. ¢ vuvn oo e e e e e e e e 82
Bome under 7, others from 7 to 14 years in same family. .o.oceevennnns 34
All under B Yeam.eseeiesireeennieoseennceananceacen crteamcaeaaenes 2
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THE FAMILY STATUS OF BREADWINNING WOMEN. 43

The care provided seems in great measure to have been casual and
inadequate. It is difficult to fix the line of demarcation between the
conditions confronting women who said they depended on neighbors
to care for their children and those who frankly stated that the child-
ren cared for themselves or that “ God took care of them.” Many of
the families lived in three-story tenements, containing from 6 to 12
fgmilies. The children, therefore, were not left in the isolation that
would have obtained under other living conditions. Undoubtedly,
should any children of the absent mothers have been hurt, neighbors
would have rendered assistance whether or not the children were
supposed * to care for themselves.”’

Mothers working at night usually had a ten-hour shift five nights a
week, that is, from 7 p. m. to 5 a. m., or from 8 p. m. to 6 a. m. They
were,therefore, at home in time for breakfast in the morning. Sixteen
night workers, however, worked on a short shift, or from early
evening to midnight, thus enabling them to get some sleep before
beginning the household duties of the day. At the time the in-
vestigator visited Passaic many women who had been on night work
in 1920, when the census was taken, were out of work. As soon as
the mills were busy enough to run the night shifts, however, these
women expected to return to work.

Except for the women storekeepers and those who were fortunate
enough to have relatives living in the family, or those who paid some
one to care for the children, the picture given above indicates very
clearly that the children of many of these working mothers had to
depend upon themselves for most of their needs during the mothers’
absence.

Almost four-fifths of the women interviewed did the housework in
addition to the performance of their other labors, with no assistance
except that rendered by the husband or small children. Women
who worked in the factories five nights a week had, of course, Satur-
day in which to work at home. Twenty-one others said they took
og from one-half to two days weekly in order to look after household
affairs,

Only 14 employed help for housework, either regularly one or two
days a week or for an occasional day; 19 sent laundry out to be done.
About 70 others stated that a mother, daughter, boarder, or neighbor
helped with-the laundry and cleaning. All the other breadwinning
mothers—that is, 419 of the 522 interviewed—cooked, cleaned, and
washed for their families in addition to caring for the children and
performing remunerative service outside the home.

O
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