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Foreword

The Bureau of Labor Statistics

has long provided information
about working women in as timely
and useful a manner as possible. In
1975, American women joined
others from all over the world to
celebrate International Women’s
Year and to proclaim the succeed-
ing years as the Decade for Women.
Since then, the need for continuing
data has been greatly increased as
American women have continued to

enter and reenter the labor market in
record numbers. Clearly, women are
a permanent and important part of
the labor force. Their status was
featured in the 1975 BLS chart-
book, U.S. Working Women. Their
phenomenal growth in the work
force is illustrated in the tables and
text of this year’s databook. Future
developments will be examined each
year as part of the Bureau’s labor
force analysis program.
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Preface

This databook presents a wide
array of information on the char-
acteristics of working women in the
United States and changing trends
over the past quarter of a century.
The primary source of the data is the
Current Population Survey, which
is conducted monthly for the Bureau
of Labor Statistics by the Bureau of
the Census. Most of this informa-
tion is published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics in a series of Special
Labor Force Reports and in the
monthly periodicals Employment
and Earnings and Monthly Labor
Review.

Part I provides information on
the labor force participation,
employment, and unemployment of
women between 1950 and 1976. It
also presents data on the strength of
women’s attachment to the labor
force as indicated by the number of
weeks spent working or looking for
work during the year. Part Il focuses
on working women’s marital and
family status, and Part 111 reviews
changes in women’s education,
income, and earnings. Part IV
analyzes data by race and Spanish
origin. (Collection of data by
Spanish origin was begun in 1973.)

Part V contains additional infor-
mation on the job tenure of working
women and moonlighting, and Part
VI concludes with a glimpse of
future worklife expectancy and
labor force participation rates. All
data, unless otherwise indicated,
refer to the civilian noninstitutional
population 16 years of age and over.
Because of rounding, sums of
individual items in the tables may
not equal totals.

This databook was prepared in
the Division of Labor Force Studies,
Office of Current Employment
Analysis. It was assembled by
Allyson Sherman Grossman and
Beverly Johnson under the direc-
tion of Elizabeth Waldman. Annice
Tyler, Annie Wilder, Mildred
Behlin, and Fran Waters provided
valuable assistance. The Division of
Graphic Services of the U.S.
Department of Labor prepared the
layout and design. y

Material in this publication is in
the public domain and may be
reproduced without permission of
the Federal Government. Plezfse
credit the Bureau of Labor Statistics
and cite the name and number of the
publication.
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Part 1.

Labor Force,Employment,
and Unemployment

By mid-1977, 40 million women
were in the labor force—about 41
percent of the country’s entire labor
force and 49 percent of all women 16
years of age and over.

Following are a few highlights of
the data shown in Part I:

® Middle-aged women were
largely responsible for the increase
in labor force participation between
1950 and 1965. Since 1965, the
largest gains have shifted to women
under age 35. In fact, a phenomenal
increase has been occurring among
women 25 to 34 years of age. Their
labor force participation rate
advanced by 12 percentage points to
57 percent between 1970 and 1976,
and reached 59 percent earlyin 1977.
This is a remarkable increase
because the majority of women in
this age group (64 percent) are
married, live with their husbands,
and have children at home, factors
which traditionally have tended to
keep women out of the labor force.
Another 10 percent are women who

are divorced or separated from their
husbands and who also have
dependent children at home.

e Significant increases have oc-
curred in the proportion of women
employed in professional-technical,
service, and clerical jobs. Cor-
responding declines have occurred
in operative and farm occupations.
The jobs held by most women are
generally in the same fields in which
women were employed 10 and 25
years ago, but women have made
substantial inroads in a few specific
occupations. For example, in 1950,
15 percent of all accountants were
women; in 1976, 27 percent were
women. Among lawyers and judges,
the proportion of women rose from
4 to 9 percent; among doctors, from
7 to 13 percent; and among bank
officials and financial managers,
from 12 to 25 percent.

® Women have become a larger
proportion of the unemployed over
the past few decades. Unemployed

women are more likely than men to
be entering or reentering the labor
force and are less likely to have lost
their last job.

® Women constitute about three-
fourths of the population outside of
the labor force. Most of these
women do not want jobs, but their
reasons are markedly different from
those of men who are not looking for
jobs. The majority of women give
keeping house as their reason while
most men give retirement, school
attendance, or illness or disability as
their main reason.

® In 1975, 42.9 million women had
worked at some time during the
year. They constituted over half (53
percent) of all women 16 years of age
and over, a proportion that varied a
great deal by age, marital status, and
presence and age of children.
Among these working women, 17.8
million had worked 50 weeks or
more at full-time jobs.
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Table 1 Table 3

Women in the labor force, annual averages, Labor force participation rates of women and men, annual
selected years, 1950-76 averages, 1950-76
(Numbers in thousands) Y Percent of population in labor force
ear
Labor force = I Men
Year Women
otk hoth e e | P b ol 108D . Ss i sos aies aieo s s 33.9 86.4
gL e e L e S R 346 86.5
T Ty R e Yol 1 62,208 18,389 29.6 1SV D e S S SR S S 347 86.3
1058 W% o Dl 65,023 20,584 316 3L ok T IR e IR S 344 86.0
TG0 = A T i 69,628 23,240 33.4 2 A A R £ s, Sk s 346 85.5
1965 FH T8 s pm i dse 74,455 26,200 35.2
1970 .................. 82,715 31-520 381 1955 ........................... 357 853
1 975 ................... 92.61 3 36'998 39.9 1 956 ........................... 369 855
1976 .................. 94.773 38'414 405 1957 ........................... 369 848
) At e e o e 37.1 84.2
19500 C U L ek 37.1 83.7
: BRI Bar =3 ATt 5 37.7 83.3
Tab|e 2 L o e e o R Lo 38.1 829
1B e e sk e T ot ¢ :
Labor force participation of women by age, annual A N e 3 14
averages, selected years, 1950-76 TSR S e S 38.7 81.0
Pe cent of pulation in |w°r foroe 1965 ........................... 393 807
: = e b SRR SR 403 80.4
1950 1960 1970 1976 T b RS e SRR G MR EN U 411 80.4
1088 0 ey et e 416 80.1
Total, 16 years and over .. 339 37.7 433 473 n {0 L R SN R s S SRy 427 79.8
B AR AT g e A W el o 30.1 29.1 34.9 40.7 (O DOl € S e R el 433 79.7
10 ARA 18 e e 51.3 50.9 53.6 59.0 e B T ey o S i 433 79.1
R () e SRR el 46.0 46.1 57.7 65.0 LN SRR i N RRYE 439 79.0
DAY R ool g e S 34.0 36.0 45.0 57.1 YR Al W S e 447 78.8
35t e 39.1 434 51.1 57.8 1974 AR S R 456 78.7
45 %0 58 LR WS MerieE i 37.9 498 54.4 55.0
510 BANR e e B M 27.0 37.2 43.0 411 R NS NS ] 46.3 77.9
65 ANd:OVeT .51k Sawiiosas < < sars 9.0 10.8 9.7 8.2 4078 =0 o et e e ] 47.3 775
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Table 4
Labor force participation rates' of women 20 years and over by year of birth and age,
annual averages, selected years, 1955-76

7 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1976
Year of birth 3

Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate
1951-68 M - oot S ek 20-24 64.1 20-24 65.0
TOAB 00N . i 20-24 57.8 25-29 57.0 25-29 59.2
V98148 <o i s s ks 20-24 50.0 2529 45.2 30-34 51.7 30-34 54.6
A e e 20-24 46.2 2529 389 30-34 44.7 35-39 54.9 35-39 57.2
o B S L 20-24 46.0 25-29 35.7 30-34 38.2 35-39 49.2 40-44 56.8 40-44 58.5
1026008 . .2 o b St 25-29 35.3 30-34 36.3 3539 436 40-44 52.9 45.49 55.9 45.49 57.0
182195 s 30-34 | 347 | 3539 | 408 | 4044 | 485 | 4549 55.0 50-54 53.3 5054 | 531
1818:20° o v 35-39 39.2 40-44 46.8 45-49 51.7 50-54 53.8 55-59 479 55-59 48.1
I9VA-18000 0 o o5 o wlatars 40-44 441 45-49 50.7 50-54 50.1 55.59 490 60-64 33.3 60-64 331
ORI, 4549 | 459 | 5054 | 488 | 5550 | 471 6064 | 36.1 65-69 145 6569 | 149
1 TR 50-54 415 55-59 422 60-64 34.0 65-69 17.3 20 and 48 70 and 46

over
10981901, . ... v n wsiie 55-59 35.6 60-64 314 65-69 17.4 70 and 5.7 e
Before 1895 . .......... 60-64 29.0 65-69 176 | 70and 2 over
over
65-69 17.8 70 and 6.8
over
70 and 6.4
over

'Percem of population in labor force.
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Table 5

Women employees on nonagricultural payrolls, selected industries, January 1964 and

January 1976

Number of women

Women as percent of

Industry (thousands) total employed
1964 1976 1964 1976

Potal s nonagricul el St B T I, e e o N o o Ll e e s e s a8 98 19,096 30,711 34 40
o e i L L e e o ARG . NS, S 15,421 24,025 33 38
Ty e R T S RS L S L At e N IR (LR L R N 34 236 6 7/
O A e 1o e o s W T TR S S A ] T I O fen S 143 224 6 7
T e Y e o L T o o S s e s S T TR S 4,385 5,383 26 29
BT 7 5 TN r a0 L3 i g o i ) VTt s g Lot A ey O (5 B el S 1,717 2,327 18 22
NN D 8 QOO R o o s s (o] s s fava stoars wimhocaNalialle o w8 n e gmuniiesis m s v, AaLmEES ¢ 2,668 3,056 37 39
:Lransportation and pUblHCURIITIES tonihis o wis oiv v50 sue 57 sis wieidEr ool isTmsiete v o » armions io o 706 981 18 22
O I N R B TES e e o i < i ohoeh 8 Az 5% s SOirs TN s pek e UM RIRNE 0 o 58" # ia Joece » 410 523 50 45
Wholosala ano retailEtrate: T s 2la e e ik v nn sraiica 5 e R R a e R R e arse R ik w5 e ek e e 5% e 4,404 7,182 37 42
WO O S TGO N e s el T St el o> Taro) SoraPa ik Talin Taie oiw elal Wi e v ta & wra s e 686 1,018 22 24
T T ST L i R e RS S MO T P B 3 RO (25577, RGO P R ST 3,718 6,164 43 47
Finance, insurance, and real estate . .. .. .. ... ccouooennssnonsoscn e oasnans 1,445 2,320 50 55
e o o R A I o e It (S DI o (o R P =P A1) < S 4,304 7,868 51 56
A e = e A o e o s oo SRS o o e P RES o% 008) ediadas o 553 519 60 63
iSOl BB ONIS DISINBSS SOTVICES s alla: s | sl st o o ansl Sia, s slagntoleis o5 o8 wte olo o/ 307a0e0 & 333 746 34 37
Madical Bnd-otherhBalth = = e Wrs s s sy s e e e la s (s aie s1e =18 W06 ols wle wie i s 1,474 3,453 78 80
EAUCHIONA) . o s e e e ol e s e, sral s mia s amnldlé7s ata & s shw s.5 &% w3 o0a oib 398 640 44 51

S OO A E I N Ve 2/ *ol b it T2 At =% )@ oTia—aie. 3T o @eisana:’d o 3,675 6,686 39 45
I Or R e i s oo oStk ik SpEa g AN Eoalar Niai- G Soovs i o dijertomsie 520 801 22 29
T e e L e e s e O e IR IR TR 692 1,417 38 44
Ot O O Ot L I ot re s % et anr ale S aadsrss |5 s e 94 s5eia (diorlle oo 245 594 40 44
Other State QOVEIMMENT . . ... ee v v av s st o sansanseensasesoeeneeennn, 448 823 37 45
T e ey i a6 5ih %r 5 35 3t o ACaa s o' 2,463 4,468 46 50
P L T I e i s (o Lt e e AT P s A A P A TS SR e S S i 1,831 3,133 63 62
Other 10Cal QOVEIMMENT . . . o v oo s v en v oot s ansensensaoaennseennssann 633 1,335 26 34

NOTE: Because some industries are not included in this table, subgroups do not always add to total for major industry division.
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Table 6

Employed and unemployed women, annual averages, 1950-76

(Numbers in thousands)

Table 7

Occupational distribution of employed women, annual
averages, selected years, 1950-76

Employed Unemployed (Percent distribution)
Women S Women Women as
Year Total, otal, t of all
Percent Percent 3 x PEECIC.ON
sbe(::ehs Number | of total ::::s Number | of total Occupation group 1950° | 1960 | 1970 | 1976 | workersin
employed unemployed occupation
group, 1976
1050 o 58,918 | 17,340 29.4 3,288 | 1,049 319
s (TR R 59,961 | 18,181 30.3 2,055 834 40.6 1o P e e S 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 40.1
1962 ey aiissnsss 60,250 | 18,568 30.8 1,883 698 37.1
19685 et 61,179 | 18,749 30.6 1,834 632 34.5 Professional-technical ... ..... 125 | 124 145 | 16.0 420
1954 .......... 60,109 | 18,490 30.8 3532 | 1,188 33.6 Managerial-administrative,
OXCOPYTAIM - vcvats i 4.4 50 45 55 208
1068 i .o 62,170 | 19,551 31.4 2,852 998 35.0 T e =S o QIR 8.7 7.7 7.0 6.7 429
1956 5% Lo o 63,799 | 20,419 32.0 2,750 | 1,039 37.8 Clarical s i i s o 278 | 303 345 | 349 78.7
1957 e o 64.071 | 20,714 32.3 2859 | 1,018 356 Craftt dose oo, mmien calepe 15 1.0 1.1 16 48
1958 100 63,036 | 20,613 32.7 4602 | 1,504 327 Operatives, including
1950t N 64,630 | 21,164 327 3,740 | 1,320 353 RANSPOT e s e 196 | 152 145 | 11.8 313
Nonfarm laborers ............. 0.8 0.4 05 1.1 93
1960 = ot 65,778 | 21,874 333 3852 | 1,366 35.5 Service, except private
198G P - . 65,746 | 22,090 33.6 47145171 36.4 HoUsehofd S5 -~ pr s e 124 | 1438 16.5 17.9 57.8
1962, ¥ o 66,702 | 22,525 33.8 3911 | 1,488 38.0 Private household ............. 8.7 8.9 5.1 3.1 97.3
108 B 67,762 | 23,105 34.1 4070 | 1,598 39.3 Barmy S ol JmRR, o vy 36 44 1.8 15 16.2
1968 5€. e ] 69,305 | 23,831 34.4 3,786 | 1,581 418 "
VORY:, o a7 o wias e 71,088 | 24,748 348 3,366 1,452 431 ‘Data are for women 14 years and over in April 1950
1RG5 = e 72,805 | 25,976 35.6 2875 | 1,324 46.1
1967 74,372 | 26,892 36.2 2975 | 1,468 493
1968 - 75,920 | 27,807 36.6 2817 | 1,397 49.6
196050 oo b 77,902 | 29,084 37.3 2831 | 1,428 50.4
1970 78,627 | 29,667 37.7 4088 | 1,853 453
T M AR 79,120 | 29,875 37.8 4993 | 27217 44.4
1972! 2ihdes v 81,702 | 31,072 38.0 4840 | 2,205 456
1973 84,409 | 32,446 38.4 4304 | 2,064 48.0
177 TR 85,936 | 33,417 38.9 5076 | 2,408 47.4
1975 84,783 | 33,553 39.6 7.830 | 3,445 440
1976 .. ... 87,485| 35,095 40.1 7,288 | 3,320 456
g
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Table 8
Employment of women in selected occupations, 1950, 1970, and 1976

(Numbers in thousands)

Both sexes Women

1 Occupation Number Percent of all workers in occupation
_1;_ 1950 1970 1976 1950 1970 1976 1950 1970 1976
Professionaltechnicalr H o L S0 L uRe b SR SRR Rl 5 e a s 4,858 11,452 13,329 1,947 4,576 5,603 | - 40.1 40.0 420
b AL e 11 el O s A D RV B S o A 377 711 866 56 180 233 14.9 25.3 26.9
Ly e e A R k1 e 20, B ln o naC 518 1,233 1,190 6 20 21 1.2 1.6 1.8
Lawyers-jUages 5 =, . R Se e sk s R s S e 17 277 413 7 13 38 4.1 4.7 9.2
Physicianss0steopathis: 5% cv i nie v o sheie by ag > on mimisie 184 280 368 12 25 47 6.5 8.9 12.8
ROGIStErod NUISES . . & o «sie 3.5y sin o5 psge s simin.is, o n s0B- o8 . 403 836 999 394 814 965 97.8 97.4 96.6
Teachers, except college and university . ............ 1,123 2,750 3,099 837 1,937 2,198 745 70.4 70.9
Teachers, college and university! . .... S e 123 492 6537 28 139 168 22.8 28.3 313
Technicians, excluding medicaldental . ............. 102 339 897 21 49 122 - 20.6 145 13.6
Writers-artists-entertainers . ............coeeeeees 124 761 1,099 50 229 381 40.3 30.1 34.7
Managerial-administrative, exceptfarm ................. 4,894 6,387 9,315 673 1,061 1,942 13.8 16.6 208
Bank officials-financial managers . .............c... m 313 546 13 55 135 1.7 17.6 247
Buyers-purchasingagents . ...........ccuecsonnn 64 361 376 6 75 89 94 20.8 23.7
FOOd SErvice WOTKEIS . .« oo oo s o co s o ns soanononoas 343 323 505 93 109 177 27.1 33.7 35.0
Sales managers-department heads; retail trade . ........ 142 212 322 35 51 114 24.6 241 35.4
Gl Rl T T o i % e /s aVel s i b enabardl axare e e e 6,865 13,783 15,558 4,273 10,150 12,245 62.2 73.6 78.7
BT ROIOrE P Vit vl a0 e s o B0 e R s an:wieie s eve 8n 62 251 371 28 216 338 45.2 86.1 91.1
BOOKKEBPRES i < o o s nigisih 4 s ¢ Sebaisiale s s v oiaieis oin 716 1,552 1,688 556 1,274 1,519 77.7 82.1 90.0
Cashiors: s 5 s sy il Es SR RS ra g e e v e aie e 230 824 1,256 187 692 1,101 81.3 84.0 87.7
Office machin@ Operators ... .......e.ceocsesssens 143 563 726 116 414 535 81.1 735 73.7
Secretaries-typists . ... ..eeu s s et a e 1,580 3814 4,368 1,494 3,686 4,303 94.6 96.6 98.5
Shipping-receivingclerks . ..........coueeranan 287 413 440 19 59 76 6.6 14.3 17.3

! Includes college and university presidents.
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Table 9

Unemployment rates of women and men, annual averages,

Table 10

Unemployed women and men by age, annual averages,

1950-76 selected years, 1950-76
Percent of labor force unemployed|  Ratio of women’s Number (thousands) Percent distribution
Year unemployment rates Sex and age
Both sexes | Women | Men to men’s 1950 | 1960 | 1970 | 1976 | 1950 | 1960 | 1970 | 1976
TODOES, o o ARSI 53 57 51 1.1 Both sexes
3950 s ssiaiiaates 33 44 28 16 16 years and
1908 ot aginis s 3.0 3.6 2.8 b < U S R 3,288 | 3,852 4,088 | 7,288 | 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0|{100.0
L AR S 29 33 28 1.2
oS4, ..., B 55 6.0 5.3 1.1 WoHEh. §6.vears and
OO, Ak oo s Seess 1,049 (1,366 | 1,853|3,320| 31.9| 355| 453 | 456
90DH.. oo o et e 4.4 4.9 4.2 L 1611019 5. 195| 286| 506| 773| 59| 7.4| 124| 106
1956 ........ceeenee 4.1 48 3.8 1.3 2024 AT 184| 214| 386| 746| 56| 56| 94| 102
1957 oneiiieniinn, 4.3 4.7 4.1 14 25 and over ........ 670| 864| 961|1,800| 204 | 224| 235| 247
o T e 6.8 6.8 6.8 1.0
SEEIE 55 59 5.3 1.1 %isi. 189845 and
TR AT ISy 2,239 | 2,486 [ 2,235 | 3,968 | 68.1| 645| 54.7| 54.4
1960 ............... 55 59 5.4 1.1 B0 T 318| 425| 599 928| 97| 11.0| 147| 127
1961 ..........ill. 6.7 7.2 6.4 1.1 o o4 L ovsan 377| 369| 478 | 924| 115| 96| 11.7| 127
1962 ............... 55 6.2 5.2 1.2 25and over ........ 1,545 (1,689 |1,158 [ 2,117 | 47.0| 43.8| 28.3| 29.0
908, ... A 5.7 65 5.2 1.3
SOBESE <\ v A 52 6.2 46 13
1965 45 55 4.0 1.4 Table 11
v e 38 45 32 15 Unemployed women and men by reason for unemployment,
s e B b 2 S 3.8 5.2 3.1 1.7 annual averages, 1976
BRI S 36 48 29 1.7
190D Ay, ... At 35 47 28 1.7
......... = Number (thousands) Percent distribution
eason
L O i TE 49 5.9 4.4 1.3
R A ey OB 5.9 6.9 5.3 13 omen Mon Només i
U e Y e B 56 6.6 49 1.3
RIS coh 49 6.0 4.1 1.5 Total unemployed ....... 3,320 3,968 100.0 100.0
ORI ... B 56 6.7 48 14
Lost lastjob ................ 1,235 2,389 37.2 60.2
TS 85 9.3 7.9 1.2 Left last job .............4.. 493 393 14.8 99
AOTB] . oo oo ioimioale iiiincd 7.7 8.6 7.0 12 Reentered labor force ....... 1,128 768 340 19.4
Looking for first job ......... 464 418 14.0 105
10
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Table 12

Women and men not in the labor force by desire for job and
reason for nonparticipation, annual averages, 1970 and 1976

Table 13

Percent of population who worked at some time during year by
sex and age, selected years, 1960-75

1970 1976 Sex and age 1960 | 1965 | 1970 1975
Item
Women | Men Women | Men WOMEN

Total not in labor force (thousands) . | 41,210 | 13,065 | 42,784 | 16,341 Total, 16 years andover ............ 48.0 48.8 52.5 53.0
Do not want a job now (thousands) ..... 38,535 | 11,863 | 39,236 | 14,745 LACH o G 0 SERTPam e s S e 451 437 455 46.0
POrcent o wsn s s liioh s s se so v 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 b LB e M L TS e S A R R B S 66.8 64.9 71.0 701
2RO R e T e s i s e e 62.1 66.5 73.0 73.6
Il or disabled . :...ovavaivnsasaevaes 47 17.2 54 17.6 TV (AN SIS o g R | s e s S 474 50.1 56.5 63.9
Home responsibilities .............. 829 1.7 77.8 1.5 Lo e O S R A R A A S A A A S 0 53.7 54.6 58.5 62.4
Going to'SChOOl ...cu.vtenvocracess 78 258 8.1 21.7 : S (ol Va0, B 0 S R e 58.0 57.9 60.4 59.0
Rotired i Tinin s o vin s oneasisr e 1.8 440 45 46.2 TR e | e Rl S o S S0, el 50.9 53.1 54.7 523
Other reasons .............coeueeee 27 11.3 41 13.0 5L (o) s e St SE S S S e 39.9 425 47.2 40.8
S (3]st e Sl IS St s KLt e N 25.6 229 248 210
Want a job now (thousands) ............ 2,675 1,200 3,548 | 1,596 P BNGDVOL: iveaivas.c o oislons o is oo o s tans 10.2 94 9.3 6.3

...................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0

Percent .. MEN

| T3y T o e AR e o 10.5 173 10.4 17.5
Ir!lo(:rl;ed'rs;e:ponsibiIities .............. 33.9 — 16.6 — Total, 16 yearsand over ............ 87.1 849 841 80.7

Going to school .........cooveennnn 19.1 46.9 20.3 45.2
Think cannot find job .............. 15.6 18.4 33.0 20.1 I6and- W s s et 62.7 61.2 60.4 541
OthiT TERNBO8 . o et e e A Souy) 209 17.3 19.7 171 LS Te RS S D S g S A R S S S 84.1 85.5 826 80.2
"""" L e e et A i ey Sl R D BT S X 924 889 88.9
2 8 (5t L e s S S s S e S R e o 98.1 98.0 97.0 95.6
4 R e e e A A S A S o 97.9 97.8 97.5 95.6
~CY O, M s ek (R St P e 96.6 96.0 95.6 919
L L O R S T A LT 93.4 91.7 91.7 858
O (e e e L R S S 85.1 84.1 83.2 734
L L T o g s e ek N P 58.4 551 541 419
TERITT0 B0, L A I AT YA A P L e 33.4 23.2 245 19.2

n
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Table 14 Table 15
Work experience of women and men in 1975 Percent of employed women in each occupation group with
year-round full-time jobs in 1975

Work experience Women Men
= < Percent who worked
sy e LT (g 7o VT e U Mol i S P S s e 80,834 72,346 Oroupstion group year round, full time
Persons who worked or looked
for work during 1975: AL OCCUPBHONS’ : +- vas s s S s vrats 414
Number (thousSandS): ... i v rasesedos s 44778 59,664 ;
Percent of population ...................... 55.4 825 Professional-technical .................ccvueun. 52.0
Managerial-administrative, except farm ......... 64.5
Persons who worked: S T R O A (e B e s A ST 258
Number (thousands) ............cceeeeuinns. 42,881 58,359 ClerICal s s T s s T R A S A e e S 49.6
PO O . e e e tteiame S o s e b AT s e iats e 100.0 100.0 CRAIL i rioiasie siiiate s loaitiersats Sore it S 018 e eterata o e 431
Operatives, except transport ................... 38.7
Worked at full-time jobs: Transport equipment operatives ............... 17.4
S0 B2 WEBKE . 5, o 5ot wais v e isinsisres 414 63.9 NONTAIMIADOTONS .oeiivions o niestommaie s s as sio siatarsiats 32.7
2110 A0 WPBKB ., st s 555w 's's 580 B eaiets 12.2 13.3 Service, except private household .............. 26.5
T X020 WBBDKS 5. e gecaitsti s a3 s 35w e ia's 135 10.3 Private houseRold - - ilsas o5t siiesm e s e see 13.1
[ 2T 1 e I B e o T e L 253
Worked at part-time jobs:
D010 D2 WBBKE . s o s s e g i as 11.8 44
D gh R e Ok e S 8.3 3.0
1028 WOBKS s %% » o5 o0 midrbiels sv-ok i iastatin 128 5.1
12
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Table 16 Table 17
Women by work experience and reason for less than full-year Women with unemployment in 1975 by number of weeks

work in 1975 unemployed
Number Percent 1 N Poriant
Lo (thousands) | distribution Duration of unemployment ﬁthousands R
— — e ———
Total, 16 years and OVer .........ceavecneccnnns 80,834 100.0 Total working or looking forwork ...................... 44778 100.0
Worked all year (50 to 52 weeks) .......... 22,788 28.2 With no unemployment during year ................ s 607 e
Worked part year (1 to 49 weeks) .......... 20,093 249 With unemployment during year ................... 871 i
Did not work at all oo s vaic e isieiebive wiote 37,953 47.0
Looked for work during 1975 .......... 1,897 23 = o BT L[ s I A o o o e R e s i S e 9.171 100.0
Did not look for work during
FOTE v sinieivs s s a S e DR o st 36,056 446 Year-round workers unemployed 1 or
BB b R S may s i S e D s 266 2.9
Worked part Year ............eeeescsscncasnsacanns 20,093 100.0
or:aleabIOd . c o s s somviowinses/dann e aiaabgmeins 1,318 6.6 Part-year workers unemployed:
Home responsibilities ............cooceiveien.n. 8,591 42.8 O e s o e e+ \ors i
GOING 10 SChOOI . ...vvvevnninrerenennareanenes 4218 21.0 S R WOBKE =, ¢ T nar e e i e e 2,242 244
Unemployed' .........ccceeeenenncnnnenenaacns 4,574 228 R P O S O S i e i e
Retired ....c.oconvernnnnaecnnionnsanannnsconnes 231 1.1 AU T e e S i O
Other r8aSONS . ..i.oesesscosssesassassssssvans 1,161 58 '
Did not work but looked for work:
Did not work: SR AW T e et 731 8.0
Looked fOr WOrK .........coceeeeeruannrenannes 1,897 100.0 AT A TR R S S S S 435 47
lordisabled .........oovuemenneneecncines 74 3.9 D0 20 WOBKE 53w o o S s i s s s 201 22
Home responsibilities .........ooooovniiees 620 32.7 27 WEekS OF IONGET ... v oo i . &
GoINg 10 SCNOOI ..vvvvnnveneeennnenannn. 245 12.9
Unable to find work ........cooeveennaennns 918 42.4
Other re@SONS .....c.ceessesssasssaananses 40 B |
Did not 100K for Work ......ccoeeceecneeeeannes 36.05&23 1(1)(1)2
IMordisabled .......cccovnenncnessronannns 4,19 69‘7
Home responsibilities .........ccooeieinnn 25,137 8.9
GOING 10 SCROOI ...uvvvverannnaecrnennnns 3.115:24 0.3
Think cannotfindajob ........ccocvverennn :
ROENIT. oo s s e o s RS89 s ba's o se 3,173 8.8
Other reaSONS ......cooeeseesssenssansssens 248 0.7
3 4 part- women workers experienced some unemployment during the year, of whom
4.5¢:°reponodm 0'7.211"::"“0%? t as the major reason for part-year work.
13
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Part 11.

Marital and Family
Status
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The marital status of women has
changed significantly over the past
quarter of a century. Between 1950
and 1976, the proportion of married
women in the female population
dropped from 65 to 59 percent, while
their proportion in the female labor
force rose from49 to 57 percent. The
number of married women in the
labor force nearly tripled, reaching
21.6 million in 1976. In recent years,
the number of single (never married)
women in the labor force also has
increased rapidly, more than
doubling since 1950. In addition,
young persons in the 1970’s are
remaining single longer than in pre-
vious decades. The proportions of
working women who are separated
or divorced, although compara-
tively small, are on the rise.

Following are some other high-
lights of the data in Part II:

® The great majority of employed
women—3 out of 4, on average—
work full time, that is, they usually
work 35 hours or more per week.
The proportion working full time
varies by marital and family status,
but it is high even for married
women with children under the age
of 3—66 percent of these women
worked full time in 1976.

® Nearly half (46 percent) of the
children under age 18 had mothers
in the labor force in 1976, up from 39
percent in 1970. Over this period, the
number of children in the popula-
tion dropped by 6 percent to 61.7
million, but the number of children
whose mothers worked or looked
for work rose by 10 percent to 28.2
million. The mothers of 6.4 million
children under age 6 were in the
labor force in 1976.

@ Of the children in ages 3 to 13
whose mothers were in the labor
force, more than 3 out of 5 were
cared for by a parent when they were
not in school.

® In 1976, both the birth rate
(births per 1,000 population) and the
fertility rate (births per 1,000 women
aged 15 to 44 years) were the lowest
ever recorded in the United States.

® Women who head families are
more likely to be in the labor force
than wives living with their hus-
bands. This is especially true for
divorced women, of whom 3 of every
4, on average, were working or look-
ing for work in 1976.

15



Chart 3.

Labor force participation
rates of women by marital
status, March 1960 to
March 1976
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Chart 4.

Labor force participation
rates of married women,
husband present, by
presence and age of
own children, 1950-76
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Table 18

Women by labor force and marital status, selected years,

1950-76
ftem April March | March March Yiara April March | March | March
1950 1960 1970 1976 1950 1960 1970 1976
— —
POPULATION LABOR FORCE - Continued
Number (thousands) Number (thousands)-
Total, 16 years and over ........ 54,988 | 61,911 | 73,261 | 80,834 Continued
NOVEr- MAIMIOU: & o v s s st s e ciofenceis 9 8o s 9,305 9.603 13,141 15,409 Married, husband absent ............... 933 1'224 1'422 1.801
Married, husband present .............. 35,574 | 40,176 | 45,055 | 47,852 BT i s et U, i N O NG {3 1,222 1927 | 3.146
Married, husband absent ............... 2,001 2,362 2,730 3,145 70 Ty s i PNt B B, | AR s S 2,641 2,406 2,542 2,233
DIVOEGed . ..ot STk vt g s 1,373 1,707 | 2,695 | 4,408
WIIOMBE . ..crlves saiilhe s e sis ety sishnas s Pl A 6,735 8,063 9,640 10,020 Percent distribution
Percent distribution ) T e e T e B e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
§1/e) 1. [ Sk S S SRR A 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 || Never married ...............ooeevnennn. 27.7 19.8 223 24.3
Married, husband present .............. 494 57.4 58.8 57.0
NEVOETRAFHEGE R, | Zomne S, o o 550 16.9 15.5 17.9 19.1 Married, husband absent ............... 6.0 5.7 46 48
Married, husband present .............. 64.7 64.9 61.5 B DIVOICOATS: o sos s I o e 57 6.2 8.3
Married, husband absent ............... 3.6 3.8 37, 3.9 WIdOWBHEE. . vl ey B . v Lo e s e 5 17.0 11.3 8.1 59
DIVOTEBA i st s s iate s e a s nlmsatole sz ainioim 25 28 3.7 55
WICOWO v i uheiors o hins st w:h s im0 o8 ls wae s b 12.2 13.0 13.2 12.4 LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE!'
LABOR FORCE o1t s B SR e e B 28.3 345 426 46.8
Number (thousands
s { ) Nevermarried il hdl ot rsses 46.3 441 53.0 58.9
PO, < oian s E v ahan s s s oS b 15,560 | 21,329 | 31,233 | 37,817 Married, husband present .............. 216 30.5 40.8 450
""""" Married, husband absent ............... 46.6 51.8 52.1 57.3
o R s Ly 4304 | 4,233 | 6,965 | 9,083 DINOTROES o s voisa ity o vs Bl s Sroisaiss 716 715 71.4
s g+ SR i s e 7682 | 12244 | 18377 | 21554 || Widowed ..............l Ll 326 | 208 | 264 | 223
‘Percent of population in labor force.
19
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Table 19
Women by marital and labor force status and presence and age of own children, March 1976

(Numbers in thousands)

With children under 18 years
hon Total With no children Total 14 to 17 years, | 6 to 13 years, 3 to 5 years, Under 3 years
under 18 years none younger none younger none younger
4£7_—;

Total, 16 yearsandover ........%...... 80,834 50,265 30,568 4,831 11,787 6,170 7,781
R LT (o S SR A S e R 37,817 22,923 14,895 2,767 6,571 2,926 2,631
Labor force participationrate ....... 46.8 456 48.7 57.3 55.7 47.4 33.8
Unemploymentrate ............ 85 8.3 8.8 5.2 7.1 10.2 15.4
Never:marvied, Total’ =< 5 s s o ws sivesia ot 15,409 14,756 653 29 155 180 290
IN 18DOr TOrCR 0 s ot Lia ae o Sstels miaptre 9,083 8,786 297 18 81 99 99
Labor force participation rate . . . . . .. 58.9 59.5 45.4 (" 52.4 55.1 34.1
Unemploymentrate ............ 1.7 1.4 20.0 (" 11.3 22.3 25.9

Married, husband present, total . ......... 47,852 22,490 25,361 3,984 9,559 5,044 6,774
In1AbOrTONCe . 5% i dins iniis dae s v 21,554 9,860 11,693 2,194 5,076 2,227 2,197
Labor force participationrate ....... 45.0 43.8 46.1 55.1 53.1 441 324
Unemploymentrate ............ 7.1 6.2 7.9 4.7 6.4 8.7 13.8

Married, husband absent, total ........... 3,145 1,410 1,735 198 664 412 461
T ee o) s R e e L L 1,801 821 980 119 408 248 205
Labor force participationrate . ...... 57.3 58.2 56.5 60.2 61.5 60.1 443
Unemploymentrate . ........... 13.7 9.7 17.1 11.3 13.6 19.1 25.3
POECet OB = e o e v e ere e 4,408 2,294 2,114 331 1,086 479 218
L e e S s R e - R S 3,146 1,576 1,571 272 852 329 117
Labor force participationrate ....... 714 68.7 74.3 82.2 78.5 68.7 53.8
Unemploymentrate ............ 75 6.8 8.1 34 7.6 10.1 17.9
WIRIOWRE - TOtAl oo o iniovs oneio/aro a oiatera loialis 10,020 9,315 705 289 323 55 38
T e A S A A P 2,233 1,880 354 164 154 23 13
Labor force participationrate ....... 223 20.2 50.2 56.6 47.6 (") )
Unemploymentrate ............ 6.1 5.5 9.5 9.4 8.6 (" ("

! Rate not shown where base is less than 75,000. Labor force participation rate equals percent of population in labor force.

Unemployment rate equals percent of labor force unemployed.
NOTE: Children are defined as ““own” children of the family head and include never-married
sons and daughters, stepchildren, and adopted children. Excluded are other related children such as
20 grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and cousins, and unrelated children.
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Table 20

Employed women, full or part time, by marital status and presence and age of own children,
March 1976

(Numbers in thousands)

With children under 18 years
With no children 14 to 17 years, | 6 to 13 years, 3 to 5 years,
s oo under 18 years L none younger | none younger | none younger Uriios 3 owrs
Total, employed women 16 years
N0 OVOP igis s 7 & dlora eareae whaksiamsts 34,609 21,027 13,582 2,623 6,105 2,628 2,227
Worked fulltime ............ 24,563 15,172 9,391 1,859 4,221 1,803 1,509
Worked parttime ........... 10,046 5,854 4,191 764 1,884 825 718
Never married, total . ... .cicvaoscess s 8,024 7,787 237 15 72 77 73
Workedfulltime ........cco000.0 5,132 4,947 185 9 66 52 58
Worked part time ... ... cece s oo 2,892 2,839 52 6 6 25 15
Married, husband present, total . ......... 20,023 9,523 10,770 2,091 4,751 2,034 1,894
Worked fulltime .............c.. 14,241 7.162 7,079 1,422 3,092 1,323 1,241
Worked parttime . .............. 5,783 2,091 3,692 669 1,659 711 652
Married, husband absent, total . .......... 1,553 742 812 106 353 200 153
Worked full time . ............... 1,253 598 655 89 287 154 126
Worked parttime . .............- 300 144 156 17 66 46 27
i 263 788 296 96
SROTAY 5 ot n e e e b e ASa b W aeils 2912 1,469 1,443
Dwow\:l?)rked T T R 2,517 1,273 1,244 237 671 260 76
Worked part time . .......cooneen 395 196 199 26 116 36 20
Widowed, totsl L 0%, « .. oce e o o5 are mimlhis 2,097 1,776 320 148 141 20 1
Wo;ked FUNBMB . s o o e Eintare 1,421 1,192 229 102 104 14
Worked parttime . ......cccneess 676 584 92 46 36 7 3
: . ", * chi family head and include never-married Full-time workers are those who usually work 35 or more hours per week; part-time workers
son? 2;:,5 d,?:;:‘::,n :::,:.:}:ﬁn“.my;&::em‘e:m;w arcaoth;v related children as  are those who usually work 1 to 34 hours per week.
grandchildren, nioce;, nephews, and cousins, and unrelated children.
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Table 21 Table 22
Labor force participation rates of women by age and marital Labor force participation rates of married women, husband

status, March 1976 present, by presence and age of own children, 1950-76
Percent of population in labor force Percent of population in labor force
Age Married, |Married, Year! With no With children under 18 years
< Never | isband |husband |Divorced |Widowed i child
women | married dngat. | e A Total 6to 17 years, | Under .
under 18 o none younger 6 years i
T;’;:'rs i 1050 303 | 184 283 1.9 ‘;
& s A B RO K SIS 31.0 20.5 30.3 14.0 e
OVGE L i 5o LR R R v | i T TR A BRI | b 309 | 207 31.1 13.9 |
S5 RS L mabriy o= | e s 5o S &) 195350 W o 10 S 31.2 224 322 155 1
! T G| e S | ¥ G 316 227 33.2 14.9
2010724 . vl 63.5 72.6 55.3 59.4 72.3 (")
R {2 T AV R 1 - 32.7 24.0 347 16.2
2503 LN 56.8 84.5 498 65.6 78.2 51.0
1 | R TR e S S s e 35.3 245 36.4 15.9
35 tolgdinn i 58.1 76.4 54.3 62.1 78.8 64.1
TOOT R s oo o R ee s 35.6 253 36.6 17.0
451054 il 54.4 76.7 50.1 59.6 76.9 61.8
B[ I e o O s T e 354 26.5 37.6 18.2
S54064 Lt 419 64.5 36.4 52.1 67.8 46.3 1959 35.2 27.9 398 18.7
65 and over ...... 8.5 16.7 7.2 13.0 19.2 p 2 AR Rt - - 1 S A N S ! ) : i
T A R e R R 347 | 278 39.0 18.6
b2 0% b S TR N s 37.3 29.6 41.7 20.0
L e B SRR P & s s AR 36.1 30.3 41.8 21.3
150 03t NN v 15 S 37.4 31.2 415 225
Lt S AN O RS YA 37.8 32.0 43.0 22.7
i E 2 R 1 ot VTS 38.3 32.2 42.7 233 '
OO0 B e ke R S o 38.4 33.2 43.7 242
LS 7 A S A I e R AP 38.9 35.3 45.0 26.5 p
OB L liists aree e e e 40.1 36.9 46.9 27.6
4900 s et 41.0 38.6 48.6 28.5
e A R i e 422 39.7 49.2 30.3
TVIIER S8 oo e SR s 421 39.7 49.4 29.6
L R e e R 42.7 405 50.2 30.1
A e e SRt s 428 41.7 50.1 32.7
ST s T e s R s 43.0 431 51.2 344 |
5 I e Ko T L \ECE 43.9 449 52.3 36.6 :
) R (e P BT e 1 43.8 46.1 53.7 374

'Data were collected in April of 1951-55 and March of all other years.
NOTE: For definition of children, seé note to table 23.
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Table 23

Number of own children by age of children, type of family, and labor force status of mother,
March 1970, March 1975, and March 1976

(In thousands)

I Children under 18 years Children 6 to 17 years Children under 6 years
tem
1970 1975' 1976 1970 1975! 1976 1970 1975! 1976
TOtel Children s . oo son AT IR 55 o3 B e e 955 65,755 62,770 61,697 46,149 44,636 44,058 19,606 18,134 17,639
Motherin laborforce .........cs e 0% 25,554 27,650 28,159 19,954 21,138 21,720 5,590 6,512 6,439
Mother not in laborforce .............. 39,550 34,332 32,828 25,627 22,800 21,708 13,923 11,532 11,120
Children in husband-wife families ..................... 58,399 | 52,813 | 51,586 | 40,479 | 37,081 36,255 17,920 15,732 15,332
Mother in 18bor fOrCe . . . ..o v v vuenenenennennnnn 21982 | 22,637 | 22,868 | 17,035 | 17,206 | 17,488 | 4947 | 5431 | 5380
Mother notinlaborforce ...........ooeeeuvesons 36,417 | 30,176 | 28,718 | 23,444 19,875 18,767 12,973 10,302 9,952
Children in families headed by women? .. ............... 6,695 9,168 9,401 5,102 6,856 7,173 1,593 2,312 2,227
Mother in 18bOF fOFE . . ..« e v vuueeeesnnnneanen 3562 | 5013 | 5201 | 2919 | 3931 | 4232 643 | 1,081 | 1,089
Mother not in 18DOF fOrCe .. .. .+ +uueevennenns s 3133 | 4155 | 4110 | 2183 | 2925 | 2942 | 950 | 1,230 | 1,168
Children in families headed by men? .. ................. 661 788 710 568 699 630 93 90 80
1 i i ir initial publication. NOTE: Children are defined as “‘own™ children of the family head and include never-married
23?: el I?‘;::; lismh;:em:v:::::f;?: ';:;:fn:,‘:ie:?;:;y heads. sons and daughters, stepchildren, and adopted children. Excluded are other related children such as

grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and cousins, and unrelated children.
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Table 24

Number of own children by age of children, type of family, and employment status of parents, March 1976

(In thousands)

Children under 18 years

Children under 18 years

Item Children 6 to 17 years i Item Children 6 to 17 years Urid
Total er Total nder
2 Total | 1410 17| 61013 | gyears o Total | 141017| 61013 | guear
years years years years
ALL CHILDREN CHILDREN IN
TORNE: ... WSS L AT 61,697 | 44,058 | 15680 | 28378 | 17,639 || HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES
Mother in labor force ........ 28,159 | 21,720 8,262 | 13,458 6,439 Continued
Employedii ~ k. b vadenuhdi 25,628 | 20,035 7,724 | 12,311 5,593
Unemployed .............. 2,531 1,685 538 1,147 846 Eather Unem
4 PIOYOX . e vate 2,486 1,544 455 1,090 942
Mother not in labor force .... 32,828 | 21,708 7,071 14,637 11,120 MOtRBL I alor fohta. 1133 764 228 536 369
Employed  .coiserasesinss 902 621 181 439 281
CHILDREN IN
Unemployed ............ 231 143 47 96 88
HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES Mother not in labor force .. | 1353 | 781 227 554 573
Total  LEE TR P TP PR 51,586 | 36,255 | 12,865 | 23,389 15,332 Eathor netin o oS “ 2433 | 1.955 856 1,099 478
Mother in labor force ........ 22,868 | 17,488 6,769 | 10,719 5,380 ¥
Mother in labor force ...... 894 763 379 384 130
EMployeders & oo oo s ves 21,049 | 16,303 6,387 9,916 4746
Employed . .. cdiiaaits 813 692 350 342 121
Unemployed .............. 1,819 | 1,185 383 802 634
Moth tia kbar 28718 | 18,767 6096 | 12.670 9952 Unemployed ............ 81 71 29 42 10
omer Aotin iaborilorce ... J ' ’ ’ J Mother not in labor force .. | 1,539 | 1,192 477 714 347
Father employed .............. 45576 | 32,156 | 11,403 | 20,753 13,419 CHILDREN
Mother in labor force ........ 20,412 | 15,676 6,066 9,590 4,736 IN OTHER FAMILIES
Employed . ...0. ... o.usl 18,956 | 14,726 5,783 8,943 4,230
Unemployed .............. 1,457 950 303 647 507 (I o fariilios RaaHod b
¢ y
Mother not in labor force .. .. 25,163 | 16,481 5317 11,164 8,683 NORE N o o Wt S 9.401 7173 2468 4706 2227
Rt AT B e o, 1.092 599 152 447 493 Mother in labor force ...... 5,291 4,232 1,493 2,739 1,059
¢ EMpPIOVOa v s ol e 4579 | 3,732 1,338 2,394 847
Mother in labor force ...... .. 429 285 76 209 144
Employed 378 265 73 192 113 Unemployed ............ 712 500 155 345 212
T R Mother not in labor force .. | 4,110 | 2,942 975 | 1,967 1,168
Unemployed .............. 51 20 3 17 30
Mother not in labor force .. ,. 663 314 75 238 349 || In families headed by men' ... 710 630 347 283 80

'Widowed; divorced; married, spouse absent; and never-married family heads.
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NOTE: Children are defined as “own" children of the family head and include never-married
sons and daughters, stepchildren, and adopted children. Excluded are other related children

such as grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and cousins, and unrelated children.
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Table 25

Arrangements made for daytime care of children 3 to 13 years old by age of children and
labor force status of mother, October 1974 and February 1975

(Percent distribution)

Care in own home

Care in someone
else’s home

Item Total Day care center | Other
Child’s parent | Child cares for self | Other relative| Nonrelative Relative Nonrelative

Total children 3 to 13 years® . . . 100.0 81.7 4.6 5.2 1.4 29 3.2 0.8 0.2
S8 s Lk B 100.0 82.0 0.1 3.6 %3 5.1 6.2 1.6 2

T IS e s ORET 100.0 815 6.8 6.0 1.5 1.8 1.6 04 04

With mother in labor force ....... 100.0 64.6 94 8.8 2T 5.6 6.9 1.6 04
S0 LT R 100.0 59.2 0.4 6.9 2.9 115 15.2 38 w2
72013 s e e s 100.0 66.9 13.2 9.7 2.6 3.0 3.3 0.7 0.6

With mother employed . ......... 100.0 62.0 10.1 9.5 29 5.9 7.4 1.8 05
SRA0 o R e A 100.0 55.1 04 7.6 3.2 125 16.9 4.2 £

P o) b R T e S S e 100.0 64.8 14.0 10.3 28 3.2 35 0.8 0.6

With mother employed full time 100.0 50.9 13.1 125 3.6 7.5 9.3 24 0.6
B106 - i A DI S 100.0 42,6 0.7 9.2 4.1 15.6 21.6 6.1 -
AR e s 1000 542 17.9 138 34 43 a5 10 08

With mother not in labor force . . . .. 100.0 95.7 0.7 2.1 0.3 0.8 0.2 0.1 0.1
108 ST e s bk 100.0 96.9 — 1.3 0.2 1.0 0.4 0.1 0.1
PRTE atarr SAGS 1000| 950 1.1 25 04 06 02 0.1 0.1

lData for children 3 to 6 years old obtained from February 1975 Current Population Survey;

data for children 7 to 13 years old obtained from October 1974 Current Population Survey.
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g Includes a small number of children with no mother present, not shown separately.
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Table 26

Birth rates and fertility rates by race, selected years, 1920-76

Table 27

Families by type, selected years, 1940-76

Birth rate' Fertility rate? (Numbers in thousands)
Year s
Total | White | 31220 | o | white '3:“" ) Other families
other races other races 3 1 All Husband-wife Headed by women
. families families? Headed

1 ) 27.7 | 26.9 350 | 117.9| 1154 1375 by men? | 1o | /S PerCent
O 251 | 24.1 342 1066 | 103.3| 134.0 otal | of all families
O30 - T o v os 21.3 20.6 275 89.2 87.1 105.9
1935 .............. 187 179 258 772 745 98.4 1940 ......... 32.166 26.971 1'579 3'616 112
o R PR 194 | 186 267 729| 77.1| 1024 PG 35794 31211 1186 | 3.397 95
b {7 e s e s 20.4 19.7 26.5 859 83.4 106.0 JOEN; - AT esy 39,303 34,440 1,184 3,679 9.4
1080 e s 241 23.0 333 106.2 | 1023 137.3 19567 ~Hah 41,951 36.378 1,339 4,234 101
1988 i e e e 25.0 23.8 347 1185 113.8 1553 1960 ......... 45,062 39 293 1.275 4'494 10.0
1957 .............. 253 240 353 1229 1177 163.0 1965 ........ 47'836 41'649 1.181 s'ms 105
FO60T. o e 23.7 22.7 32.1 118.0 113.2 1536 1970 ....... 51227 44'415 1'239 5'573 109
1965 .............. 19.4 18.3 27.6 96.6 914 133.9 1971 ......... 51'947 44'735 1.262 5'950 11.5

[y I L 53,280 45,74 1,353 | 6,184 11.6
1970 .............. 184 17.4 251 879 841 1130 1973 ....... 54.361 42 302 1 453 6.600 121
| 7 (AR R L T 17.2 16.2 247 81.8 775 109.5 19724.,0.5. . 55,041 46.810 1.433 6,798 12.4
1972 .............. 156 146 229 734 692 1003 19753 ........ 55 699 47‘%9 1 400 7 230 130
R 117 s e e 2 e 149 13.9 219 69.2 65.3 94.3 1976 - ni s 56,244 47.318 1.444 7.482 133
b1 IK kg Sl A ies. 14.9 14.0 21.4 68.4 64.7 91.0 3 :
AT D o o e e s 5 14.8 13.8 21.2 66.7 63.0 89.3
TOTB L flT S xe e 147 (3) (3) 65.6 Q) ®) 'Data were collected in April of 1940, 1947, and 1955 and March of all other years.

“Includes men in Armed Forces living off post or with their families on post.
’Data for 1975 have been revised since their initial publication.
¥ s provisional

'Births per 1,000 population.
“Births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 44 years

‘Not available.
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Table 28

Women who head families by age and marital status,

March 1960, March 1970, and March 1976

Number (thousands) Percent distribution
Age and marital status
1960 1970 1976 1960 1970 1976
AGE
Total, 16 years and
OVEBY : Corlsaresimle o 4,494 5,573 | 7,482 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
Under 25’ . . e 180 437 738 4.0 7.8 99
2510 34 ... e 620 919 | 1,769 13.8 16.5 23.6
3B5todd ..o 921 1,075 | 1.599 20.5 193 214
4510 54 ... e 948 1,115 1,280 211 20.0 171
551064 ... o 782 917 970 17.4 16.4 13.0
65 and OVer qiunasas s 1,043 L5 1,125 23.2 20.0 15.0
Medianage ............. 50.5 48.2 427 —_ — -
MARITAL STATUS
Total, women who
head families ...... 4,494 5,573 | 7,482 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0
Never married .......... 521 610 975 11.6 10.9 13.0
Married, husband
absent . . i s s seeaae 980 1,324 1.771 218 23.7 237
Divorceq Xt et s 750 1,258 | 2,359 16.7 225 315
Widowed Sy vn eess 2,243 2,389 | 2,376 499 428 31.8
Digitized for FRASER
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Table 29

Women who head families by employment and marital status,

March 1976
(Numbers in thousands)
All women Nev Married,
Labor force status who head . ‘.” husband | Divorced | Widowed
v married
families absent
Population .......... 7,482 975 1,771 2,359 2,376
Labor force ....... 4,169 563 1,000 1,760 846
Labor force
participa-
tion rate' ...... 855.7 55.7 56.5 746 35.6
Employed ...... 3,759 489 864 1,629 777
Unemployed - ... 410 74 136 131 69
*Unemploy-
ment
rateds o 9.8 13.1 13.6 7.4 8.2
'Labor force as percent of population.
“Unemployed as percent of labor force.
27
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Part III.

Education, Income,
and Earnings

Working women, on average, had
more formal schooling than work-
ing men in the 1950’s, but since then,
their level of education has not risen
as rapidly as men’s. Still, the pro-
portion of women with 4 years or
more of college has almost doubled
since 1952. Generally, the more edu-
cation women have, the more likely
they are to be in the labor force and
the less likely to be unemployed. The
more education they bring to their
jobs, the higher their earnings.

Nevertheless, the great majority
of working women have not yet
attained parity with working men in
earned income. Median usual
weekly earnings of women on full-
time jobs in 1975 were about 60 per-
cent of those of men. For year-round

full-time workers, women’s median
annual earnings were only 59 per-
cent of men’s, a ratio that ranged
from 39 percent for sales workers to
66 percent for professional-tech-
nical workers.

Despite their comparatively low
earnings, women make a substan-
tial contribution to their family’s
economic well-being, and the family
with more than one earner has
become a prominent feature of
American life. In nearly half of all
husband-wife families in 1976, both
the husband and wife were earners.
Wives’ earnings accounted for, on
average, 26 percent of the total
family income in 1975, and as much
as 39 percent in families where wives
worked year round, full time.



(L)
fett
’
»

.

)
Z dh}
£

b
&
-y
-
-
L
<
&




Table 30

Women and men in the labor force by years of school completed, selected years, 1952-76

Date and sex

Percent distribution

Years of school completed

Median years of

; High school College school completed
. Totel= | 4% then Syears | 5,08 years
: (including none) 1to 3years | 4 years 1to 3years | 4 yearsor more
October 1952
WOMBR" S agiats. o . o oo e oh s SRR 100.0 5.5 25.6 18.3 34.0 8.9 7.7 12.0
I S O AR A L 100.0 8.3 32.9 18.9 23.7 8.1 8.1 10.4
March 1962
LT s R MBS 100.0 3.0 18.8 18.8 38.7 11.2 9.5 12.2
LR T 2 S N RSN Sl | { 100.0 5.4 24.2 19.6 28.7 10.4 11.7 12.0
March 1972
WOIRBIER 0 V0TE ..oty ocilefhneose: shoie ARG 100.0 1.4 10.2 19.2 447 13.2 114 124
MeT e waie. 08 100.0 25 14.5 19.2 35.0 13.8 15.0 12.4
March 1976
WOIMBEAR. S8 AR JGI, ..o - .o b, o cbids 100.0 1.0 7.4 17.1 446 15.9 14.0 12.6
Man ¢, TR e snion = T 100.0 1.9 10.3 171 36.5 16.0 18.2 12.6
NOTE: Persons 18 years and over for 1952 and 1962; 16 years and over for 1972 and 1976.
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Table 32

Occupational distribution of employed women by years of
school completed, March 1976

Table 31
Labor force status of women by years of school completed,
March 1976
(Numbers in thousands)
8 years High school College
itom or less
(including | 1t03 4 years 1t0o3 | 4years
none) years years | or more
Total, 16 years
i (o Mo - N 13,464 16,359 | 31,878 | 11,023 8,110
InJdabor foree’ . ..s. sk 3,169 6,463 | 16,852 6,026 | 5,307
Labor force participa-
tionrate! . s e 23.5 39.5 52.9 547 65.4
Unemployed ............ 332 883 1,420 389 184
Unemployment
7| L s A AR LAt 10.5 13.7 8.4 6.5 3.5

'Percent of population in labor force

“Percent of labor force unemployed
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Lessthan | 4yearsof | 1to3 | 4 yearsof
Occupation group 4 years of | high school| years of | more of
high school only college college
Total employed
(thousands) ............ 8,417 15,432 5,637 5,123
Porcentiasc: v bsosee 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Professional-technical ......... 1.8 6.0 18.7 67.8
Managerial-administrative,

OXCRPY TAFM < ocosvnlv oo s s 3.2 59 7.0 7.9
AR L e N 7.0 7.2 7.6 28
Clerical .« cigihan s i s e 15.3 47.9 46.7° 16.0
(85 1 AAEIE PR, L P MRS 2.0 16 11 04
Operatives, except

AANSPOTE oy  Eons s e o0 4 254 10.2 29 1.2
Transport equipment

OPeratives .. 1o tvasonanaizse 1.0 0.7 04 0.1
Nonfarm laborers ............. 23 09 0.6 0.2
Service, except private

HoUSBhOIA . i b s stes 30.9 17.2 13.4 33
Private household ............. 9.4 1.6 1.0 0.2
PR s e B T e e s 1.7 0.8 0.5 0.3




Table 33 Table 34

Women and men 25 years and over in the labor force by ageand Sources of income of women 14 years and over, 1975
years of school completed, March 1976

Number of women

Type of Income

Sex and years 2;?:;}5 25to 34| 3510 44| 45 to 54 | 55 years  __ iisimaats
of school completed years years years | and over
and over R R 60,807
WOMEN WAQS B AR IBNVIRCOMIB S S Ek < i ion s i p i Gy o b Aiae 41,489
] Nonfarm self-employmentincome .................... 2,024
Total in labor force: Farm self-employment income .............ccouvvn.... 361

Number (thousands).. | 27,896 9,016 | 6,806 6,617 5,457

B ODOTTE IRCOMBEITINNE o o7 5 anisin a0t o0 gn g gy oo MO st s 14,665
Percent .............. 1000 ( 1000 | 1000 | 100.0 | 100.0 Social security and railroad retirement income ........ 14,506
Ele . Other retirement inCOMO .........ccoevivenaiaeiinne. 2,763
mentary school: Supplemental security iNCOME ...............ooeun.n.. 2,133
Byearsorless ........... 10.5 3.8 73 12.8 22.8 Public assistance or welfare income .................. 3,193

: Veterans' and unemployment benefits and workers'

High school: AT TR« DR M A 4,587
1todyears .............. 144 105| 166 15.7 16.8 R e L D ST L SEOE S ST SRR 3.129
TR T IR AN 446 439 475 47.7 38.5

College: NOTE: Because some women receive income from more than one source, the sum of the individual
1t03 R T s S 145 18.4 14.0 12.3 111 components i1s greater than the total.

4 years or more .......... 15.9 233 14.7 1.3 10.8

Total in labor force:
Number (thousands).. | 43,517 | 14,121 | 10,393 | 10,231 | 8,771

OrOONt: . L i 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0
Elementary school:
8yearsorless ........... 14.3 5.1 12.2 18.1 27.1
High school:
TROIYORrS ... s ais s 138 10.1 14.0 16.4 16.5
BRI e 354 376 37.0 35.1 30.4
College:
T L S 15.3 201 | 147 123 116
| 4 years or more .......... 21.2 271 | 222 18.0 143
igitized for FRASER
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Table 35 Table 36
Median usual weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary Median usual weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary

workers by sex, 1967-76 workers by sex and occupation and industry group, May 1976
Usual weekly earnings Wrc:‘ri:en':s Cutipation sid Usual weekly earnings e:‘:':ri::rs‘:s
Year In current dollars In 1967 dollars :aerceng: of industry group Women Men percent of men’s
men'’s
Women Men Women Men OCCUPATION
May of: Professional-technical ............ $218 $299 73
Managerial-administrative,
087 . $ 78 $125 $78 §$125 62 ONCHPL SATT o st i oo s e : 187 320 58
10BN e 86 142 79 130 61 Sl Al U U st 11 244 45 .
171 L AT 94 151 81 131 62 T 0 e I SAE S 147 228 64
0T e oo v 100 162 83 134 62 Cralle L7 8 B R 149 243 61
1972 ........... 106 168 85 135 63 Operatives' except trans-
SGTB s civen 116 188 88 143 62 T Ve tilieie ML 121 202 60
1074 $onte s’ s 124 204 85 140 61 Transport equipment
075 i 137 221 86 138 62 OPOratives: 21 o oalac oo N E L NL (" 216 s
ATy e £ 145 234 86 138 62 Nonfarm laborers ......... ...... 121 166 73
SOTNICE e b e e ariless 109 170 64
111 1 1 PR el L A I L 107 122 88
INDUSTRY
AGHCUIIG? ¢, aemss s S L e $113 $129 88
Construchon il o 167 244 68
T R i esalis Weiotey o L =Ly (") 280 —
Manufacturing ................ . 137 231 59,
Durable goods ............ .. 148 235 63
Nondurable goods .......... 127 222 57
Transportation and public
dtilities el B A e ST 190 270 70
Wholesale trade ............... .. 148 240 62
Retall rade ™, o 2 AR b et 113 188 60
Finance, insurance, and
real.estate’ -.v.vdoe xSyl 144 270 53
Private household ............ .. 66 1) =
Miscellaneous services ....... . .. 160 224 71
Public administration ....... . . . 173 269

Median not shown where base is less than 75.000
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Table 37 Table 38
Median annual earnings of year-round full-time workers 14  Median annual earnings of women 14 years and over by weeks
years and over by sex, 1955-75 worked, 1975

Annual earnings

Women's earnings as

Annual

Women'’s earnings as

Year i = percent of men’s Work experience s i o A
2L S e RO S $2,719 $ 4,252 63.9 Total who worked at any
T R S 2,827 4,466 63.3 e R AR M S $3,953 409
S ey e B 3,008 4,713 63.8
LR R e S 3,102 4,927 63.0 Worked at full-time jobs ................ 5,853 53.6
T e A D o 3,193 5,209 61.3 500 52 WEOKS ..cioao v ie somaio e sin s 7,504 58.8
P10 R WOBKS s 25s 515 oo s cioe s s amoin 4 551 594
SLEI R S A LN 3,293 5,417 60.8 D6 WEBKS OF 1088 .1 iv oo oo v 1,291 62.3
R A S & o 3,351 5,644 59.4
15 3 R S 5 I 3,446 5,794 59.5 Worked at part-time jobs ............... 1,274 105.6
L R S 3,561 5,978 59.6 B0 0 52WEDKE B s s i ore 2,799 1142
L AR C ey 3,690 6,195 59.6 0 a0 WReKS St L sy 1,867 93.1
26 ' WEBKS OF 1088 - cicioiiis wv adainiiias e 628 949
HUE e P A S 3,823 6,375 60.0
CLETL e R G A 3,973 6,848 58.0
WL o B S N 4,150 7,182 57.8
RIS Stz ey i o b oS 4,457 7,664 58.2
LR A St N > .4,977 8,227 60.5
R R 5,323 8,966 59.4
e TR 5,593 9,399 59.5
BUERIEONES. M KOy 5,903 10,202 57.9
ST TR 0 T L L2 plas 6,335 11,186 56.6
R b s o 6,970 11,889 58.6
e oo, AT 7,504 12,758 58.8
employed

per:‘OOTE: Data for 1955 to 1966 are for wage and salary workers only and exclude self-
ns.
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Table 39

Median annual earnings of year-round full-time workers in 1975, by selected characteristics,

March 1976
Number employed year round, full time Pt : ! .
Item (thousands) e g Women's 03:“"'03
as percent of men’s
Women Men Women Men
Jotal, 16 years andiower: . ; oo oo s sialaalior Sk 17,451 37,255 $ 7,504 $12,631 594
INOVEY INBIEIBON: . . 15c <& el <8 e emale e i harera <Al RN Ay Tae 3,516 4,657 7,522 8,849 85.0
MAETiad; SpOUSe présent: (. 0% L T T N 9,972 30,023 7,483 13,334 56.1
Marriad, SpOMSe absent . 3% L 70 -chtlo s G te s et et 861 808 6.733 16 ioa 54.3
Di.vorced ....................................... 1,933 1,404 7,922 12,321 64.3
WIROWBH - =2 i o7 14 e shenireba i anat o) Bomlieys ATl e ol T ey 1,168 363 7,397 11,577 63.9
White ......................................... 15,097 33'939 7'514 12,884 58.3
BIBKE BN, it e e S e s W ey 2 e P s alek e 2,036 2,768 7,237 9,710 745
PN ORI = e o e a e a kst o ave s tois Biiova s 7a s el Whiat s 7s s Ioh sl S 629 1,511 6,431 9,413 68.3
Years of school completed:
LestNan 12" 5o oo s e e iavs e s eia e Vit SaTlo e ant 3,194 8,871 5,682 10,040 56.6
e e S e I e o s o A S R S 8,392 14,139 7.103 12.260 57,9
HBOLETOID:. < o o ol et arnm po e e e ool o 3,041 8,167 10,519 17,129 61.4
Occupation:
Protossional and.technical. & oo il ih e R s ot e e 3,321 6,417 10
Managers and administrators, exceptfarm ... .......... 1,424 6,478 9';5;; :gggg :39
IR ol e s T T 7,166 2,453 7562 prei X
Operatives, exXcepUWaNSRONt: .. .. . - % sar Gisinn’s oot b 1,940 3,796 6'2 41 ‘0'9 = 62.3
Service, except privatehousehold . .. ................ 2,275 2,637 5,4“ 9.491 :;g
In metropolitan areas':
GOl SRR, = .5 s e e e e e N i 5,841 10,088 7.845
: . g 124
W s s e s o b i e 4,435 8,202 7.880 = 8832 63.1
Black .............ieiiiiiiiiiiiiia.... 1,234 1,602 7.584 Faiges? 612
SPanIh GRIgIN . 5o A R e e S T e T 353 760 6.116 9:395 71.3
Suburbs B P PP 6,977 15,744 8.019 P 65.1
| L L el e S SN S N A e 6,409 14,979 8.002 140357 56.5
:Iaclf . eeeeeeseseiesiiiiecaeieanes 452 538 7.989 10:224 57::
DR ORI & 5, oo e e BTe o Ro S ST 216 506 7.051 5
- 10,052 70.1
36 !Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas.
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Table 40

Husband-wife families by number of earners and size of family, March 1976, and median

family income in 1975

(Number of families in thousands)

Size of family

Number of earners Total Median family income’
2 persons | 3 persons |4 persons | 5 persons | 6 persons | 7 persons or more

Total, husband-wife families .......... 47,308 17,027 9,858 10,122 5,688 2,649 1,965 $14,900
BOIIVEIDOIONE .. o o . i o oihore Sl i S 4,684 4,065 327 135 65 46 47 6,000
PV SRR . . 5 s < ov o BEE T on D SR 15,664 5,701 3,226 3,619 1,895 787 436 12,700
ROREINA 0NN o ooii v 364 s nia 13,962 4774 | 2,786 3,465 1,804 732 401 13,000
WHCONIV: .« cvae il v o e TR o 1,246 928 141 85 56 25 12 9,000
Other refativeonly .. .. . .0 5s s e, 456 - 299 69 35 30 24 11,700

DR ENCOMIEE . .. . ... ... ;s e et 19,749 7,261 4,940 4,222 2,062 758 506 16,400
Husband and wifeonly . ................. 16,683 7,261 3,776 3,403 1,498 500 247 16,100
Husband and other relative,only . .......... 2,714 = 1,018 m 516 233 234 17,900
Husband is nonearner .. ............c0c0.. 352 ~ 146 109 48 25 24 15,100

With three earnersormore .. ................. 7,211 =l HeiEh 2,136 | 1,666 1,058 976 22,100
Husband and wifeearners . ............... 5,662 = 1,365 1,740 1,195 740 612 22,000
Husband an earner, wife nonearner . ......... 1,427 = = 364 1,195 293 330 22,900
Husband is nonearner 131 = = 42 31 24 34 16,100

1
Income rounded to nearest $100.
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Table 41

Earnings of married women, husband present, as percent of
family income in 1975, by selected characteristics of husband-

wife families, March 1976

Table 42

Earnings of women who head families as percent of family
income in 1975, by selected characteristics, March 1976

Number Median percent of Number Median percent of
Characteristic of wives family income accounted Characteristic of women | family income accounted
(thousands) | for by earnings of wife (thousands) | for by earnings of head
Total, wives with Total, female family heads
GAMINGS «-cveensernnonsscnes 23,709 26.3 withlearings .. c..a b Lol v e 4,338 66.0
Age of husband: Age of head:
UNAder25°Years .:.:....:ssmeesess 2,259 30.7 Under25 years ........:.cvonies 432 76.8
DS O AR NBEIE " -t g basesise sarebions 11,554 25.3 25 0 Y BarE s e 2,356 75.3
45 years and OVer ................ 9,906 26.5 45yearsand over .............. 1,550 50.2
Wife worked 50 to 52 weeks Head worked 50 to 52 weeks
B IR R e s a7s)5:are s e o mige T v o) 9,871 38.8 (VR 1) e i it i = 2,329 77.2
Family income: o5 SbE Family income:
Onder $10.000] .o v o s e somioe . Under 35'000 ..............
$10,000 to $14,999 ............ 1,777 447 $5.000 10 $9.980 .. ;g; gg.s
$15,000 10 $19,999 ............ 2,466 39.2 $10,000 to $14.999 ... TG 608 76'5
$20,000t0 $24999 ............ 2,078 36.9 SIE 60D Gt ey | Satn t e ’
$25000 and OVer ........ocu0cnn 2,709 L% s [ e N £l A S D 56.2
Median famil
Median family income $19,699 T income y $12,351
Wife worked 27 to 49 weeks Head worked 27 to 49 week
TR o Ry s Aine sy - S 3,116 30.7 il time. - el 2 :
Wife worked 1 to 26 weeks Hosd worked 1 1o 56 weeks -------- 59 715
full time or 1 to 52 weeks full time or 1 to 52 weeks
DA DR 5 st T < v e siems 10,722 11.8 part time
.......................... 1,451 333
38
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Table 43

Poverty status in 1975 of women and men by age and years of school completed, March 1976

Total, 16 years [16and 17 [18t021 | 221034 |35t044 |45t054 |55t064 | 65 years
Sex and years of school completed and over years years years years years years and over

WOMEN
SERARRhOUSENOS) . .. oL oLt e e 80,834 4,108 8,170 21,492 11,712 12,156 10,447 12,749
Total in poverty: Number (thousands) . .............oconen. 10,060 641 1,227 2,384 1,248 1,029 1,229 2,303
Percent . . . iicsivaisivmiai o b s e e gtk 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Elementary school: 8 years or less (includes none completed) 35.2 18.3 8.6 17.8 32.1 37.6 479 65.7
High'school: 110 3years . uiie sl e N Aot 29.2 79.7 37.2 29.1 29.2 26.5 224 15.7
AYOBIS . ..... Cuiclee sl N R S 25.1 20 36.9 35.6 30.0 27.4 224 12.0
College: 1yesrormore ......... .05 e it 10.6 - 17.2 17.4 8.7 8.4 7.2 6.6

MEN

ERNAPHOUMIS). .. ., . .. ovoi v s RN L 73,260 4,202 7,802 20,620 | 11,107 | 11,296 9,320 8913
Total in poverty: Number (thousands) .. ... ............«-- 5,951 597 836 | 133 712 679 781 | 1,03
POTCONTt . & . o vu s s Rk AR 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Elementary school: 8 years or less (includes none completed) 38.6 27.3 9.0 17.5 36.6 48.5 59.4 76.1
Highischool: 110 3years | . i m sttt s o aove 27.4 71.5 44.0 21.8 24.1 19.9 144 125
T I bew e o 0 | gy = | N 19.2 1.2 295 28.8 244 19.7 16.6 6.5
Colloge: 1vear Ormore: , .. .. »uia b amruuNeS .. <t 14.8 = 17.5 31.8 14.9 1.9 96 438







Part IV,

Race and Spanish
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Nowadays white women are
nearly as likely as black women to be
in the labor force. In past decades,
the labor force participation rate for
black women was as much as 12 per-
centage points higher than that for
white women. Over the past 10
years, the rate for black women has
shown little change, while the rate
for white women, particularly
married women, has risen at a slow
but steady pace. In 1976, the partici-
pation rate for black women, at 50
percent, was only 3 percentage
points above the rate for white
women. Recent data show that His-
panic women are less likely to be in

the labor force than either black or
white women.

Following are a few other
highlights of the data in Part IV:

® The unemployment rate is high-
est for black women and lowest for
white women, with that for His-
panic women usually closer to the
rate for black than white women.

® For all three groups, labor force
participation rates vary a great deal
by age, marital and family status,
and education. One of every 4 un-
employed black women is the head
of her family, compared with about

I of every 10 white or Hispanic
women.
® The proportions of black and
Hispanic women in white-collar
work lag far behind that of white
women.

® Thirty-six percent of all black
families are headed by women, com-
pared with 21 percent of all His-
panic families and 11 percent of all
white families. On average, families
headed by black and Hispanic
women are twice as likely to have in-
comes below the poverty level as
families headed by white women.

a4
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Percent of civilian labor force unemployed
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Chart 6.

Unemployment rates of
women and men, annual
averages, by race, 1955-76,
and Spanish origin,
1973-76
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Table 44

Labor force status of women and men by race, annual averages, 1955-76

(Numbers in thousands)

Women Men
L Labor force 2 ! Labor force 2
Shines Population participation rate Unemployment rate Population participation vate! Unemployment rate
: Black . Black 5 Black 5 Black - Black g Black
Wi and other e and other gasied and other hihisd and other e and other Wi and other
FOBD s A s e et 51,803 5,772 345 46.1 4.3 8.4 47,077 5,034 85.4 85.0 3.7 8.8
130 T R R e S 52,372 5,857 35.7 47.3 42 8.9 47,604 5,120 85.6 85.1 34 7.9
5T o o SRR S s AR s 52,997 5,952 35.7 472 43 7 48,122 5,194 84.8 84.3 3.6 8.3
OB - et e el 53,645 6,047 358 48.0 6.2 10.8 48,747 5,287 84.3 84.0 6.1 13.8
JOR0 i TR D sl era e 54,393 6,144 36.0 47.7 5.3 9.4 49,410 5,384 83.8 83.4 46 115
R A 55,215 6,369 36.5 48.2 5.3 9.4 50,067 5,595 834 83.0 48 10.7
12 R R R e e 55,994 6,489 36.9 48.3 6.5 11.8 50,610 5,677 83.0 82.2 57 128
OB S s e A s 56,660 6,663 36.7 48.0 5.5 11.0 51,055 5,777 82.1 80.8 46 109
1983 s s vl 57,672 6,823 37.2 48.1 5.8 11.2 52,033 5,888 815 80.2 4.7 105
i 10, S e e G 58,665 6,972 375 48.5 5.5 10.6 52,869 5,978 81.1 80.0 4.1 89
OB e s e e 59,601 7,130 38.1 48.6 5.0 9.2 53,683 6,101 80.8 79.6 3.6 7.4
T8 e e S s 60,503 7,292 39.2 49.3 4.3 8.6 54,063 6,200 80.6 79.0 28 6.3
| L R o W o e 61,492 7477 40.1 495 4.6 9.1 54,608 6,298 80.7 785 27 6.0
L R P e 62,513 7,666 40.7 49.3 4.3 8.3 55,435 6,413 80.4 77.6 26 5.6
e R B S S TR 63,564 7873 418 498 42 7.8 56,349 6,549 80.2 76.9 25 5.3
3970 e e e e, 64,624 8,110 426 495 5.4 9.3 57,488 6,773 80.0 76.5 4.0 73
By e e e STAL 65,697 8,345 42,6 49.2 6.3 10.8 58,762 6,973 79.6 749 49 9.1
R S o e e e ats 67,138 8,730 432 48.7 5.9 113 60,221 7,237 79.6 73.7 45 89
LY e e SN e 68,090 9,102 441 49.1 5.3 10.5 61,213 7,532 795 73.8 3.7 7.6
P e e e T 69,064 9,445 45.2 49.1 6.1 10.7 62,311 7,779 79.4 73.3 43 9'1
274 St e SRR R e s 70,115 9,750 459 49.2 8.6 14.0 63,386 8,017 78.7 715 7.2 13.7
L e e o A I 71,147 10,056 469 50.2 7.9 13.6 64,422 8,279 784 70.7 6.4 12.7

! Percent of population in labor force.

Percent of labor force unemployed.
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Table 45
Labor force status of persons of Spanish origin by sex, annual averages, 1973-76
Population Labor force Unemployment w Population Labor force Unemployment
Se
Eond veer (thousands) | participation rate’ mteZ Sexand your (thousands) | participation rate’ rate?
WOMEN MEN
R ... .. 3.159 409 9.0 e S O AR R 2,838 81.5 6.7
B e i i 3,364 423 94 10 e 3,060 81.7 7.3
U 3,557 431 136 e 74 TR U B 3,132 80.7 114
B 3,650 440 12.9 Ly R ol R 3,193 79.6 10.7
'Percent of population in labor force
*Percent of labor force unemployed
Table 46
Employment status of women and men by race and Spanish origin, March 1976
(Numbers in thousands)
Spanish origin
i k
Item kg i Total | Mexican-American | Puerto Rican Other
WOMEN
ERUOK1Ors, 18 yoars andOver . .. .. .. .. .. .s dnmsdyibu eammRaes 32,799 4,377 1,516 8378 31071 :86?
Labor force participation rate’ .. ... .....eeeaseenenns 46.3 50.5 42.9 47 ' 142 4é
RO - e e e e G NS 30,222 3804 | 1325 53 5
Unemployw ................................... 2‘577 573 190 123 24 43
Domolovinent cats? . . v s e e s 79 13.1 12,5 45 = a2
B o\ e ic AL N 38,059 4,298 2,015 ’
MEN
Labor force, 18 yearsandover ... ..........cceeeevennanensnnes ik e 211472(; 1:01 273 6380 ; 7670(1)
o . .................. 77.4 666 < ® - o
El‘“ploLyi!el;or force participation rate‘ D T % T A R M IA P 46,087 4,014 2,160 1,358 259 544
Unemp|° N S i Sl 3565 689 260 160 43 57
U y ........ é ........................... 7 2 14_6 10.7 10.5 14.2 9.5
DM DIOYMENt rae2 . . . . . .. vovseseersnasansnsossses .
Not in labor fm’ml:'lovrnem bR G T T e 14476 2.354 693 373 140 180
\ .....................
1
2hercent of population in tabor force. 45
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Table 47

Labor force status of women by race, Spanish origin, and marital and family status, March 1976

White Black Spanish origin
z g Civilian Labor force Civilian Labor force Civilian Labor force
PO ARy, Yo labor force | participation Unempl:y- labor force | participation Jasiay: labor force | participation SSpioy-
(thousands) rate gl =i (thousands) rate i e (thousands) rate L e
Total, 16 yearsandover . ........ 32,799 46.3 7.9 4,377 50.5 13.1 1,516 429 125
Nevermamied . . . .le: oiemime s 7,754 61.2 10.2 1,128 46.5 22:3 386 50.5 13.0
Married, spouse present . ........ 19,285 441 6.9 1,903 56.7 9.3 832 41.6 13.2
1610 34-Yearsi crw-crb sy 7,906 50.0 95 840 64.1 13.7 417 439 16.3
35yearsandover. ...... 11,379 40.8 5.1 1,063 52.0 5.8 415 39.6 9.6
With no own children under
FDVOME ~ it s o e SN 9,030 434 6.0 691 50.0 8.1 244 42.1 (")
With own children under
L BT e e el e 10,256 448 7.7 1,212 61.5 10.0 588 414 "
6to17years ........ 6,516 52.7 5.7 647 65.4 7.1 301 489 (')
14to 17 years . ... 2,019 55.0 45 152 56.4 6.1 81 51.7 (! )
6 to 13 years 4,498 51.7 6.3 495 68.7 7.4 219 47.8 "
Under6years ........ 3,739 356.5 11.0 564 57.5 13.2 287 35.8 123
Other marital status®> . .......... 5,760 39.8 8.0 1,346 46.5 10.7 298 38.8 10.1

1Data not available.

Includes widowed; divorced; and married, husband absent.

NOTE: Labor force participation rate equals percent of population in labor force.
Unemployment rate equals percent of labor force unemployed.
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Table 48

Number of own children and median family income in 1975 by age of children, type of
family, labor force status of mother, race, and Spanish origin, March 1976

e Husband-wife families Families headed by women'
White Black Spanish origin White Black Spanish origin
Number (thousands), March 1976
Total children under 18years . .............. 45,972 4,570 3,670 5,885 3,427 921
Mother in 1abor fOrce’ . .. ... o ois wia sisiorareats 19,789 2,613 1,429 3,579 1,657 347
Mother not inlaborforce . ............. 26,183 1,956 2,242 2,307 1,770 573
EERRRIRLO T7VOME ... ......nccsrebercit i 11,504 1,144 675 1,610 838 209
IROEhOR I IODOr £Oree ... i o s oisiis st oA ave o a e o 5,971 667 298 1,065 417 94
Mother notinlabor force . ............cocuennns 5,533 477 377 545 422 115
BREROROAT aars 1vc . . . . o oo BBl 20,834 2,104 1,673 2,956 1,708 450
Motherin laborforce .............ccveeueeenees 9,285 1,227 680 1,854 857 177
Mother not in labor force .. ...............c.0000n 11,549 876 993 1,102 851 274
SRR IO os v . . ; .3l s ooin s e el mbon 13,634 1,322 1,323 1,320 880 261
BEAENT I IIOr FOroN . . . . . .o cosovialiinis i s e e 4,532 719 451 660 383 76
Mother not in labor force .. ..............c.00en- 9,102 603 872 660 497 185

Median family income, 1975

Total children under 18 years .. ............- $16,080 $11,873 $11,356 $5,S7?(757 M?Gg 34.(7)38
Mother in labor force . ............00.- 17,588 14,461 13,686 ;,978 3724 2,306
Mother not in laborforce . ............- 14,796 8,912 9,849 ,975 ; 5
Children 14 t0 17 T ¢ e e o e e $18,623 $13,131 $13,213 $7,873 $4,949 $5,677
e I e w9770 | 15781 16,073 9478 6,426 6904
Mother not in labor force ... .............oocnnn 17,224 10,028 10,603 5,162 4,055 4,747
Children 6 to 13 years AR $16,496 $11,858 $11,837 $6,164 $4,775 $4,875
IS oy S o e 17,804 14,570 13,991 7.786 5,815 6.214
T rerberheltbiiaboiea sl G 15,268 ao7 | tome | ann 3915 529
Children under 6 years : $13,678 $11,056 $ 9,957 $4,014 $3,914 $3,941
Mother in labor force .. .. ... ... ... .......o.ens 14,477 13,323 11,808 5340 4340 787
— Mother not in labor force . .. ...............coe- 13,290 8,630 g J G .
l : Chi defined as “own” children of the family head and include never-married
Widowed: divorced; married, husband absent; and never-married family heads. m"j’Lﬁ;,f‘,J',ﬂL‘f‘,f.'Sa.?ém, and adopted children. Excluded are other related children such as
Digitized for FRASER :andchlldrm. nieces, nephews, and cousins, and unrelated children. 47
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Table 49

Women and men in the labor force by years of school completed, race,
and Spanish origin, March 1976

Sex and years of

Spanish origin

Sex and years of

Spanish origin

White | Black . White | Black .
school completed Mexican- | Puerto school completed Mexican- | Puerto
Totd American | Rican Other Totsl American | Rican Other
WOMEN MEN
Total: Total:
Number (thou- : Number (thou-
SBIIAS) & i leca e s 32,799 | 4,377 | 1,516 876 171 468 SANA8) s o e, 49,651 4,702 | 2,420 1,517 301 601
Parcant = il e shtees 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 Percent .......... 100.0 [ 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0
Elementary school: Elementary school:
8yearsorless .......... 76| 141 27.6 315 27.5 20.1 8yearsorless ..... 11.2| 233 339 395 338 20.0
High school: High school:
TROKS YOArS. . alslann o s 16.3 | 23.8 18.6 21.9 18.1 12.6 1to3years ........ 16.4| 24.7 20.5 20.7 26.5 17.0
4YORI8 ... oo s 454 | 398 37.0 33.6 421 41.5 dybars: . e 36.8| 34.0 271 248 28.8 321
College: College:
11053 years .. o .ol 16.3 | 126 11.6 99 8.2 16.0 1to3 years ........ 16.5| 11.3 10.7 9.6 7.3 153
4 years or 4 years or
OYO i aden e N i 14.3 9.7 5.2 3.0 4.1 9.8 ROV .5 sia i arsasina 190| 6.7 7.8 55 36 15.6
48
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Table 50

Occupational distribution of employed women and men by race and Spanish origin,

March 1976

igitized for FRASER
ffraser.stlouisfed.org/
ral Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Women Men
g Spanish origin Spanish origin
Occupation group White | Black e s White | Black " :
Tota) | Miexicen- | uecto | 0 ot | Mexicen) Pomrto | s
American | Rican American | Rican

Total employed: Number (thousands) .. ... 30,222 | 3,804 | 1,325 753 184 425 | 46,087 | 4,014 | 2,160 1,358 259 544
PErcont ...l ahroaons 100.C | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0
L e W e 662 | 424 | 465| 441 428 | 515| 438| 210| 238 18.1 22.1 | 386
Professional-technical ............c00cuuees 165 | 13.1 7.8 6.0 8.1 10.8 16.0 7.2 7.7 55 6.1 136
Managerial-administrative, except farm ......... 6.1 2.6 3.1 3.2 0.5 38 15.1 44 6.7 5.6 59 9.9
RIS 7.2 23 48 48 45 4.7 6.5 1.9 3.0 2.1 38 48
L I S 364 | 244 | 308| 301 | 207 | 322 62| 75| 64 4.9 63 | 103
e et 140 | 188 | 30.0 27.0 390 | 317 438| 569 | 575 62.4 51.1 47.7
L e ST R M T 1.5 1.0 2.1 3.0 2.7 19 21.0| 15.7 19.4 19.1 15.0 | 221
Operatives, including transport . ... ........... 14| 166 | 258 223 345 | 289 164 | 26.7 | 265 29.0 27.6 195
Laborers, except farm . ... ... ... .0ocsunenn 1.1 1.2 15 1.7 1.8 0.9 64| 145 | 116 14.3 85 6.1
U e RS WM oy e 188 | 384 | 221| 263 | 181 | 162| 81| 184| 131| 109 | 240 | 136
Service, except private household . ............ 166 | 274 | 17.3| 208 | 160 | 15| 81| 182 | 131| 109 | 240 | 136

ROt ROUShOMd . . . ..., voir st SN 22| 10| 48 5.5 2.1 4.7 - 02l = < - =
L e S G 10| 02| 16 2.6 - 0.2 43| 37 5.7 8.4 2.7 0.6
Farmers and farm managers .. ............... 02| 0.1 0.1 0.1 - = 28| 08 04 0.6 = 0.2
A Farm laborers and SUPBIVIBOTS . % ois.ca o sniareie ses s 0.8 0.1 15 25 - 0.2 15 29 5.3 7.8 2.7 0.4
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Table 51

Family status of unemployed women by race and Spanish origin, March 1976

Spanish origin

Family status White Black
Total Mexican-American Other'
Number (thousands)
FOtal B years Nt OVEY T 5. 4 u i ahvte otsmste Mt varas & P ET e g a TeS T e S T e e 2,577 573 189 123 68
o L i oy | M O I 5. L A I L[4 8 Gl P Lol & AL M . SR S e e e 2,283 533 179 120 61
Head ML . A0 .. G0 TR T D S L AR T L S < T 1), e 254 144 21 12 9
Wite, husbanapresent ¥ . ;3 ol e Bine aie mm ol S e ST e e e e S o B 1,305 170 109 71 38
Childof-head T 21 ... .5 3ib5. .30 e Pt o st s o AR PR v e AL s b aaten R Bty I R S 627 189 39 30 10
OthetrelatiVeot heat . 5 i it Srove . sie i v s T O o st ersls i e sl e cu e e LU 95 31 10 7 3
UntelatediAndividuals S, o . 180k o o Bdie o e ot R e o Nt ee g o ener o7 srn e O se v s By SRR 294 40 10 3 7
Percent distribution
Total, 16.years andiover: |2 3380 < s 552l o et s ol o)onel s fotemelorars Titediv e cp L S 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
I Tamilios; Ot 0 55 o sa 0 ds. e R e v s o L 88.6 93.0 94.7 97.6 (?)
HEME . o0, X35), L. B0, SR A I 9.9 25.1 1.1 9.8 (?)
Wife: husband'present | L0l o BHE. Fioh o cin e Ny oo Dot o ool i I T RS R 50.6 29.7 57.7 57.7 ?)
CHHBGEhond =515 . . o s s il LB S B IT L o s, SRR SR 24.3 33.0 20.6 2.4 (2)
DINerelative:of-head . ... . B e ole ois o SE RNTs ool e e e el SR 0 VOGN I B 3.7 5.4 5.3 5.7 (2 )
Unrelatedsindividuals’l. - . i B2 . e L SRR T LWL T e i BN S A STILNE A 1.4 7.0 5.3 2.4 (2)

! Includes Puerto Rican women.
“Percent not shown where base is less than 75,000.
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Table 52

Work experience and median annual earnings of women by race and Spanish origin, 1975

Spanish origin

Item White Black
Total Mexican-American | Puerto Rican Other
KOEA" (hOUSINEE). .o e e o s i M R 70848 | 8674 | 3530 1,995 561 974
Worked during 1975: Number (thousands) .. ...........coveeennnnnnnn- 37,463 4,675 1,698 1,012 193 494
POUCONE. .0 o o ieres s S T o i et 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
o O - o s s s 66.3 71.9 738 715 73.1 78.7
DOTOB2WOOKS < . . ..iaoaresyie s e s sieaionela i Pt AT Rt a0 41.0 43.7 375 32.2 425 46.4
RILOBOWERKS . . . i v v atits i s ot B e o m iy o e e R Ao o 12.1 12.9 16.0 16.3 145 15.8
X0 2BWOBKS | . . o sivicie nis 5 oldm o Bl e s AR e o o bRtV o2 0 13.2 15.3 20.4 23.0 16.1 16.6
N R ) R SRR 33.7 28.1 26.3 28.5 269 21.3
DO B2WORKS . . . . ... .¢u . aiee - wle bl s s eroRie o s s cathiiogs 11.9 10.7 7.8 8.8 8.8 5.3
271040 weeks . .. .. vd il o i AR R T R s e s 8.7 6.0 5.9 6.0 7.3 5.3
TS0 20 WEBKS ... .. . uoovioioie ol it s e Bl & oo et N s i ot 131 1.4 125 13.6 10.9 10.7
With some unemployment in 1975: Number (thousands) . . ... ....-««sce-v=- 7,540 1,493 499 289 67 145
T ' Pel:'gnt T e 1000 | 1000 | 100.0 100.0 ) 100.0
2
Year-round workers with 1 or 2 weeks of unemployment . ..........-««- 3.1 2.1 1.6 0.7 (<) 14
Part yea : '
1 trov?:(:er;swnh eI T T GV S RS 23.1 12.7 20.0 239 (z) 13.1
P IR s (T e 8 g e 256 | 190 | 222 20.1 (2) 24.8
......................... i e iy s %4 st
IO WOBKS Or.- MO8 . ... uy s o s s orse i inlie v el meiie, ni A e ) & e E b 2) s
Did not work but looked for Work .. ......eceuescanenras 17.9 . . . g
Spells of BTN By’ < R Y VBt 5,962 938 385 234 46 105
\nemployment for part:yeer workers: Number (thoussnds). - »ioc - - s et g 00 @) e
P POant. gt -1 S o g% So0.5 @ 256
- spe" ............................................. 2 el e 5 ) 0
. s:": s et o e 2 b ) e
e P WP L NS 11 it AL iy A A I
Median 5 o m S T e R el S et $4085 | $3949 | $3618 $3,060 $4,457 $4,522
Y.m:l QUNINGS, 1978 ........oossueisinsnnnsa st S| T2 e =i 74ds i
S 0uUnd, Full-time workers: - . & & < stlisiss s ainein e mRE
3 2percent not shown where base is less than 75,000.
Digitized fo was conducted in March 1976 and counted women 16 years and over as of the 51
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Table 53

Median annual earnings of women and men who worked year round, full time by race and

Spanish origin, 1975

Spanish origin

Sex and earnings White Black
Total Mexican-American | Puerto Rican Other
WOMEN

Worked year round, full time in 7R R T i G o e R, vy g 15,371 2,043 636 326 82 229
T et Ao e S, M E S S ey TSR S SR Lt e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Dade S O00% & . . . s o o e R L o 45 4.2 46 5.8 25 35
g e e e T B S S S e SRt 15.4 21.4 23.0 27.6 18.5 184
$B.000:20. 89999 <o sn s ves 350 et e e o o (Al e Ra e LY A 54.6 563.2 58.0 55.2 64.2 60.5
$10.000:00-ST8 909 - 550577 15 s wivisinte s srivre s aibslare e Aetsa ATy A Te oo 20.3 18.4 129 10.1 148 149
SIS O00 0 $24000 .- oo aB e T e S 4.7 2.8 1.6 0.9 = 2.6

$S2D.000 08 MOVBY -, 235 o7 age o 5o s A roiaNg e el o a e A Tayer o o Vel e T STt 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.3 — =
Medianannual earnings, 1975 . . . .. .o vt e vt e i enenn $ 7,441 $7,223 $6,388 $5,945 $7,144 $ 6,758

MEN

Worked year round, full time in 075" CROUINRN & e s o b o oy s o 33,975 2,775 1,511 907 201 404
T A r A, TR IT GRS S eI o e ¥ St R 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
D AR S RGP 5 g o e TR g L 2.1 1.8 1.5 14 15 15
DD SO L o o sims s on pOSoh g thon Dok R B oA f e g s e ey BT 4.1 10.8 Vi 4 9.6 5.0 5.0
Tk e I A e a B e CrAL 23.3 40.0 46.3 458 57.2 41.6
S L A o S g At (S o o MO 33.0 329 28.7 276 279 322
SI5.000 10 $28.999 . . . xpie-e ivie) b s Pagia NI OO ST U8, L vy M 28.8 135 13.4 13.6 75 16.1
R 2B BIODIOF MIDTB, o s v o conmis olms w9 114, s N pE ot M bl AR e e e e 8.6 0.9 2.3 1.9 1.0 4.0
Median annual earings: 1978 il wusis o smeie s mpndee 1 i s g peieloals $12,877 | $9,098 $9,413 $9,247 $8,512 $10,197

"The survey was conducted in March 1976 and counted persons 16 years and over as of the
survey date who worked 50 to 52 weeks in 1975, usually full time (35 hours or more per week).
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Table 54

Families by type, race, and Spanish origin, March 1976, and median family income in 1975

Number of families (thousands) Median family income
Type of family
White Black Spanish origin White Black Spanish origin

e I O e e 49,873 5,686 2,499 $14,268 | $ 8,779 $ 9,551
GOSDANA-WITOFAMIIES ... .. ..o oo s s e e i R 43,311 3,352 1,896 15,125 11,526 10,950
Wife in paid labor foroe? . . . ... ..ouss s dd it o oy 18,609 | 1,903 790 17,550 | 14,355 13,821
Wife not in'paid 1abor FOrCe . .. ...cc. o/ alonie o ioiarans ats i A ey 24,702 1,449 1,107 13,042 8,543 9,191

Other families:
Hoaded Y WOMN .. . ¢ i viils v v sais s e s e Siae s ST e 5,380 2,004 522 7,651 4,898 4,785
HOOdOA DY BN . .. 0. .oisviin s sinsliiasn et cr e S 1,182 230 82 13,793 8,955 10,415

S

1 e
Families as of March 1976.

persons 14 years and over are classified in the paid labor force if they were employed as wage

and salary workers or self-employed workers during the survey week (in March 1976) or were
looking for work at the time and had last worked as wage and salary or self-employed workers.
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Part V.

Additional
Characteristics

® Women have been on their cur-
rent job a substantially shorter time,
on average, than men. The largest
differences are for persons age 45 to
64.

® Women are less likely than men
to hold two or more jobs. However,
as employment of women has
grown, the number of women who
are multiple jobholders and their
proportion of all multiple job-
holders has increased—in May
1976, 23 percent of all multiple job-
holders were women, up from 16

percent in 1970. Their main reasons
for “moonlighting” are similar to
men’s—to meet regular expenses or
because they enjoy the work.

® Women are considerably more
likely than men to be absent from
work because of illness.

® When jobseeking, the most fre-
quent methods used by women, as
well as men, were applying directly
to the employer, asking friends, and
answering local newspaper ads.
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Table 55 Table 57

Length of time on current job of women and men, January 1973  Multiple jobholding rates of employed women and men and
main reason for working at more than one job, May 1976

(Percent distribution)

Length of time on job Women Men sl Seovamm Men
Number of persons with more than one
T R R A AR C N 100.0 100.0 o e T T e A S B e e A S 911 3,037
T P P I e 29.3 224
IR VORI ........... .o 14.1 10.5 Multiple jobholders as percent of
BRI BVNAIE .. .. i. i 23.0 20.4 T T T e e e M LS A N 26 5.8
BRI VORIN . .. ) ..o d i onincn b ) 15.7 16.8
Over10t020years .......................... 12.2 16.4 MAIN REASON FOR WORKING
o R e L 5.7 13.7 AT MORE THAN ONE JOB
Median number of years on AIEreasSONS S POrCaNI L -t . i o demies e s ol 100.0 100.0
S S e A S R e 2.8 years 4.6 years
Meet regular expenses ............covieeviinecinnn. 28.7 30.4
VT e e s R R S O T e S e 5.0 55
AN S O TG e 0 0 e o wisins s o w6 8.6 8.2
T e B o, A R A AL T AT I QOGRS 6.3 6.7
Help friendorrelative ..............ccoiviiiniinnn, 8.3 39
Tab'e 56 Buy something special ................cc.ooennn.n., 83 9.5
Median number of years worked at current jobbywomenand  Enjoy the work ... 19.1 20.0
men by age, January 1973 G TERSDDAT: v Ssn o tas o saissoraate ds s on'ss o asais's s 15.6 15.9
Median number of years
Age group
2 Women | Men
1601 gT.o.t.a.l,. 15 years and over ............. : gg 82
20 to 24 ........................ 1:2 5
25t°34-........,,,' ........................ b a5
L R = i
A R 5 ok
5510 64 ........................ < d
SSandover 10.9 139
\
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Table 58
Percent of all wage and salary workers on unscheduled absence from work by sex and age,

May 1976

Total absent Absent part of the week Absent the entire week
Sex and age
Total lliness Other Total Iliness Other Total IlIness Other
WOMEN
ORI 16 YEaIS NG ONEY: 1. o5 35 v/s s 5 sa iy v iais mr e o 8.6 5.1 34 6.0 34 2.6 25 1.7 0.8
L BT | R R e, L ey S8 B i 7.9 4.1 3.8 6.3 3.5 29 1.4 0.7 0.7
o1 o)) S M R TR TGl TSP st s S e 8.3 5.0 3.3 6.4 4.0 24 1.9 1.0 0.9
7T SR L N R T T Y R s At e B ST 9.7 5.6 4.1 6.4 3.7 2.7 3.3 1.8 1.4
T e e S M e R P A e Y AR B 8.0 5.0 3.0 6.1 35 2.7 1.9 15 0.3
BRE0 DAL N ot e i T s s S e et e i 8.2 49 3.3 5.7 29 2 2.6 20 0.6
TR I s e A S M b e S R S S e 7.9 5.0 2.9 5.1 2.8 2.3 2.8 2.2 0.6
BB and OVer e, < i v s 3 e e A e e e el 10.2 7.4 33 3.7 2.0 2.0 6.6 5.3 1.2
MEN
Fotal, 16 vears BN OVOr: 2 )i 5 55 a s foelerkoss laia s e ae  sya asalin 5.2 3.3 1.9 3.3 1.8 15 1.9 1.5 04
FBRAUIE. ST e e e A e e e e T e e 6.6 3.0 3.7 5.6 2.2 3.3 1.1 0.7 04
7 (oY e R S e S A 5.7 3.2 2.5 4.3 2.2 2.1 1.5 1.0 05
s Y e I e N P P s P NS e S S 8 48 3.0 1.8 3.4 1.9 15 14 1.1 0.3
T e et e A e IS S VI i S et Sy St S 44 2.8 1.6 26 1.5 1.2 LT 1.3 04
N e s A e STy A A SR 5.2 3.5 1.7 3.0 {57 1.2 22 1.8 04
B DB o o e e e e R e ey e e e e R e el 6.0 45 1.5 28 1.6 1.1 3.2 29 0.3
OB AI-OVOE 50t s oie a5 5,55 10 e e o S LT o o0 sra) 052 85 4.2 4.2 5.0 1.0 4.0 35 3.3 0.2

NOTE: Data exclude agricultural and private household workers and those who held more than
one job.
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Table 59

Methods used by women and men to look for work and method by which
current job was obtained, January 1973

Percent who used Method used to Percent who used Method used to
Method each method get job Method each method get job
Women Men Women =L Men Women Men Women Men
Total jobseekers
(thousands) ......... 4,688 5,749 4,688 5,749 School placement office ........ 13.0 12.0 2.8 3.1
BECONt <. oo b sd e (") (") 100.0 100.0 Civil Servicetest ............... 15.2 154 28 1.6
Asked teacher or professor ..... 11.8 9.2 1.6 J2
Applied directly to employer ...... 64.4 67.3 346 35.1 Went to place where employers
Asked friends: come to pick up people ....... 0.7 2.0 0.2 0.1
About jobs where they work. . . .. 47.2 53.8 10.7 13.8 Placed ads in newspapers:
About jobs elsewhere .......... 36.6 459 48 6.2 L OBl s - < e sl 1.4 1.7 0.4 0.1
Asked relatives: Nonlogalr Sr S e, s 0.2 0.7 —_ (2)
About jobs where they work.. ... 251 31.0 5.1 6.9 Answered ads in professional
About jobs elsewhere .......... 239 30.1 1.7 27 or trade journals .............. 26 6.7 0.3 0.5
Answered newspaper ads: Union hiring hall ............... 1.1 9.9 0.1 2.6
e e R B 475 446 14.5 10.3 Contacted local organization.. . - 5.7 5.5 0.9 0.7
L A R 8.6 14.2 1.1 1.4 Placed ads in professional
Private employment agency ...... 224 19.9 7.9 3.8 or trade journals .............. 0.4 0.8 (2 —
State employment service ........ 292 37.1 5.2 Folioter ...l 115 11.9 5.3 5.1

1
Because some respondents indicated the use of more than one method, the sum of the components

exceeds 100 percent.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

L ess than 0.05 percent






Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Part VI.

The Future

The Bureau of Labor Statistics
has an ongoing program which con-
stantly assesses and reassesses the
projections of labor force participa-
tion in light of new developments.
Recent data show that the number
of years worked by U.S. women
during their lifetimes has expanded
enormously since the beginning of
this century. Worklife expectancy of
women at birth climbed from 6.3
years in 1900 to 22.9 years in 1970.
The most recent projections indi-
cate that between 1975 and 1990

nearly 12 million women will be
added to the labor force. By 1990,
over 484 million women are pro-
jected to be in the labor force, some-
what more than 1 of every 2 in the
population 16 years old and over.
Most of the increase is expected to
be among women in the prime work-
ing ages, 25 to 54. Labor force
participation rates for these women,
most of whom are married, average
about 55 percent today and are pro-
jected to rise to 60 or 65 percent by
1990.
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Table 60
Life and work expectancy at birth, selected years, 1900-70

(In years)
Item 1900" | 1940% | 19502 | 1960% | 1970
WOMEN
Life expectancy .............. 50.7 65.7 71.0 73.1 748
V(03,90 3 [ e S P 6.3 121 151 201 229
Outside labor force ...... 441 53.6 55.9 53.0 519
MEN
Life expectancy .............. 48.2 61.2 65.5 66.8 67.1
MIOIKA M . e s saia e 321 38.1 415 41.1 40.1
Outside labor force ...... 16.1 23.1 240 25.7 27.0
Women's worklife as percent
O BN S e e s o s 19.6 316 36.3 48.6 57.1

'Data for 1900 are for white persons in those States which registered deaths.

?Figures adjusted to remove 14- and 15-year olds from the labor force to be consistent with
1970 (1900 is not comparable).

NOTE: The expectancies in this table reflect the average number of years an individual
would have lived and worked if mortality and labor force participation rates had held constant
throughout his or her lifetime at the level recorded in the year of the individual's birth.
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Table 61

Population, labor force, and labor force participation rates of women and men by age, 1975

(actual), and 1980, 1985, and 1990 (projected)

(Numbers in thousands)

Population, July 1

Labor force, annual averages

Labor force participation rates,

annual averages

1

j Projected Projected
Sex and age 1975 Projected 1975 0j 1975 oject
1980 1985 1990 1980 1985 1990 1980 1985 1990
WOMEN

Total, 16 years and over . . . . 79,921 86,111 90,781 94,588 36,998 41,673 45,699 48,619 46.3 48.4 50.3 514
R8I0 L 8,225 8,160 7,018 6,612 4,038 4,226 3,762 3,649 49.1 51.8 53.6 55.2
20008 e e 9,486 10,327 10,115 8,852 6,069 7,066 7,329 6,659 64.0 68.4 725 75.2
264034 ' T e 15,514 18,108 19,967 20,582 8,456 10,394 12,210 13,077 54.5 57.4 61.2 63.5
SotaAd . 11,618 13,084 15,903 18,525 6,493 7,633 9,723 11,678 55.9 58.3 61.1 63.0

45 IIB4 NI =A% e 12,206 11,577 11,437 12,885 6,665 6,609 6,761 7,795 54.6 57.1 59.1 60.3
bb:to 64 . AE! Wil 10,349 11,035 11,238 10,671 4,244 4,628 4,740 4514 41.0 419 422 423
65andover ....... 12,521 13,820 15,103 16,461 1,033 1,117 1,174 1,250 8.2 8.1 7.8 7.6

MEN
Total, 16 years and over 71,468 77,089 81,119 84,379 55,615 60,000 62,903 65,220 77.8 77.8 775 77.3
1610 19" s iy 8,049 8,037 6,870 6,485 4,760 4,905 4,181 3,976 59.1 61.0 60.9 61.3
20724 N RIS 8,769 9,584 3,986 8,129 7,398 8,069 7,795 6,671 844 84.2 83.0 82.1
251038 .o, ey 14,566 17,196 18,997 19,590 13,854 16,369 18,021 18,545 95.1 95.2 94.9 94.7
S R 10,745 12,147 14,917 17,471 10,288 11,600 14,192 16,571 95.7 95.5 95.1 94.8
(TEAT T e 11,330 10,841 10,721 12,085 10,426 9,892 9,709 10,901 92.0 91.2 90.6 90.2
85064 . 9,221 9,791 10,000 9,592 6,982 7,275 7,162 6,704 75.7 74.3 716 69.9
65andover ....... 8,784 9,492 10,228 11,027 1,906 1,890 1,843 1,852 21.7 199 18.0 16.8
'Percent of population in labor force.
65
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Sources of Data

Table No.
Part I.
1,2,3,4

9,10

1
12

13

14, 15, 16,
17

Part Il.
18

19, 20, 21

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS),
Handbook of Labor Statistics 1975—Reference Edition and
Employment and Earnings, January 1977.

BLS, Employment and Earnings, May 1976 and BLS, Monthly
Labor Review, May 1974, “Where Women Work”.

BLS, Handbook of Labor Statistics 1975—Reference Edition
and BLS, Employment and Earnings, January 1976 and January
1977.

U.S. Census of Population 1950, P-E No. 1B, Occupational
Characteristics, and BLS, Employment and Earnings,
December 1969, January 1971, and January 1977.

U.S. Census of Population 1950, P-E No. 1B, Occupational
Characteristics, U.S. Census of Population 1970, PC (2) 7-A,
Occupational Characteristics, and BLS, Employment and
Earnings, January 1977.

BLS, Handbook of Labor Statistics, 1975—Reference Edition
and Employment and Earnings, January 1977.

BLS, Employment and Earnings, January 1977.

BLS, unpublished 1970 CPS data, and Employment and Earn-
ings, January 1977.

U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training Report of
the President, 1976, and BLS Special Labor Force Report 192,
Work Experience of the Population, 1975.

BLS, Special Labor Force Report 192, Work Experience of the
Population, 1975.

U.S. Census of Population 1950; P-E No. 1A, Employment and
Personal Characteristics, and P-E No. 20, Marital Status (labor
force adjusted for ages 16 and over), BLS, Special Labor Force
Reports 13 (population and labor force adjusted forages 16 and
over), 130, 183, and U.S. Department of Labor, news release 77-
191 (BLS data).

U.S. Department of Labor, news release 77-191, and unpub-
lished March 1976 CPS data.



Table No.
22

23,24
25

26

i 27,28

Part 111.

31, 32, 33

igitized for FRASER

BLS, Division of Labor Force Studies, Special Labor Force
Reports.

U.S. Department of Labor, news release 77-165 (BLS data).

Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports Series P-20,
No. 298, “Daytime Care of Children: October 1974 and Feb-
ruary 1975".

Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States,
Colonial Times to 1970, Bicentennial Edition, U.S. Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health
Statistics (HRA) 77-1120, Advance Report, Final Natality Statis-
tics 1975; and U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare, National Center for Health Statistics, (HRA) 77-1120,
Births, Marriages, Divorces, and Deaths for 1976.

BLS, Special Labor Force Report 190, Women Who Head
Families: A Socioeconomic Analysis, and unpublished March
1976 CPS data.

BLS, unpublished March 1976 CPS data.

U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training Ad.mini-
stration, Employment and Training Report of the President,
1977.

BLS, Special Labor Force Report 193, Educational Attainment
of Workers, March 1976.

Bureau of the Census, unpublished CPS data.

U.S. Departmient of Labor, news release 76-1290 (BLS data).
BLS, unpublished May 1976 CPS data.

Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60,
“Consumer Income.”

Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60,
No. 105, “Consumer Income.”

BLS, unpublished March 1976 CPS data.
U.S. Department of Labor, news release 77-191 (BLS data).
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Table No.
41, 42

43

Part IV.

45
48, 47
48
49
50

51, 52, 53
54

Part V.

55, 56

57

58
59

Part VI.

61

BLS, unpublished March 1976 CPS data.

Bureau of the Census, unpublished CPS data.

BLS, Handbook of Labor Statistics, 1975—Reference Edition,
and Employment and Earnings, January 1977.

BLS, unpublished CPS data.

U.S. Department of Labor, news release 77-191.
U.S. Department of Labor, news release 77-165.
BLS, unpublished March 1976 data.

Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20,
Number 302, and BLS, unpublished March 1976 CPS data.

BLS, unpublished March 1976 CPS data.
Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60,
Number 103, “Money Income and Poverty Status of Families

and Persons in the United States: 1975 and 1974 Revisions
(Advance Report).”

BLS, Special Labor Force Report No. 172, Job Tenure of
Workers, January 1973.

BLS, Special Labor Force Report No. 194, Multiple Jobholders,
May 1976.

BLS, unpublished May 1976 CPS data.

BLS, Bulletin 1886, Jobseeking Methods Used by American
Workers.

BLS, Special Labor Force Report No. 187, Length of Working
Life for Men and Women, 1970.

U.S. Department of Labor, news release 76-1222 (BLS data).
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