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U.S. Financial Data is published weekly by the Research Division of the Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis.  For more information on data, please call (314) 444-8590.  To be added to the mailing
list, please call (314) 444-8809.

Information in this publication is also included in the Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED) data base
on the internet at www.stls.frb.org/fred.

THE WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS:
■ Initial claims for state unemployment insurance benefits totaled

376,000 for the week ending Jan. 19. Measured from the previous
week, the four-week moving average fell 8,750 to 404,250.

■ In December, the index of leading economic indicators rose 1.2
percent.  This increase was the largest since February 1996 and
the fourth in the past six months.

■ The U.S. Treasury Department reported that the federal government
ran a $26.6 billion surplus in December. Thus far in fiscal year
(FY) 2002, the federal government has posted a $37.1 billion deficit,
compared with a $2.3 billion deficit over the same period in FY
2001. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released its new
projections for the unified federal budget accounts on Jan. 23. The
CBO now projects a $21 billion deficit in FY 2002. By contrast, in
January 2001, the CBO had projected a $313 billion surplus for
FY 2002.

■ A 0.7 percent increase in U.S. exports, in conjunction with a 0.8
percent drop in imports, resulted in a $27.9 billion U.S. goods and
services trade deficit in November. The distortions that temporarily
lowered September’s trade deficit to $19 billion notwithstanding,
the November trade deficit was the smallest (in absolute terms) since
January 2000.

■ The index of consumer sentiment published by the University of
Michigan measured 94.2 percent in January, the fourth consecutive
increase and the highest reading since January 2001.
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