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Treasury Sanctions Former Government of Uzbekistan Officials
for Serious Human Rights Abuse

December 2, 2024

WASHINGTON — Today, on the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, the Department

of the Treasury s̓ O�ice of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) is sanctioning three former

Government of Uzbekistan o�icials who were involved in human tra�icking and gender-based

violence, including physical and sexual violence against children at a state-run orphanage in

Urgench, Uzbekistan. All three individuals are being designated pursuant to Executive Order

(E.O.) 13818, which builds upon and implements the Global Magnitsky Human Rights

Accountability Act and targets perpetrators of serious human rights abuse around the world.

Concurrently, these individuals are now subject to visa restrictions by the Department of State

under Section 7031(c) of the annual Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related

Programs Appropriations Act. Section 7031(c) provides that, in cases where the Secretary of

State has credible information that foreign o�icials have been involved in significant

corruption or a gross violation of human rights, those individuals and their immediate family

members are ineligible for entry into the United States.

Promoting accountability for gender-based violence is a top priority for the U.S. government.

President Biden issued a Memorandum on Promoting Accountability for Conflict-Related

Sexual Violence in November 2022 that directs the U.S. government to strengthen our

exercise of financial, diplomatic, and legal tools against these types of abuses. 

“Today s̓ action highlights the tragic consequences when government o�icials leverage their

power and position to perpetuate a system of gender-based violence and human tra�icking,”

said Acting Under Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence Bradley T.

Smith. “As we mark the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, the United States

remains committed to holding accountable those who seek to exploit those they are charged

to protect.”
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/11/28/memorandum-on-promoting-accountability-for-conflict-related-sexual-violence/
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SERIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS AB USE AT  STAT E-RUN
ORPHANAGE

During their tenure as government o�icials, Yulduz Khudaiberganova (Khudaiberganova),

Anvar Kuryazov (Kuryazov), and Aybek Masharipov (Masharipov) participated in repeated

physical abuse, sexual assault, and tra�icking of orphan children. At the time,

Khudaiberganova was the director of a state-run orphanage, Masharipov was the head of the

Khorezm Regional Justice Department, and Kuryazov was the head of the District Emergency

Department. For at least 10 months, Khudaiberganova forced at least three underage girls to

engage in sexual acts with at least six di�erent men in exchange for funds and goods.

Khudaiberganova used various coercive tactics to ensure the girlsʼ compliance, including

physical beatings, threats, starvation, and isolation from their peers. Both Masharipov and

Kuryazov demanded sexual access to orphans in compensation for “gi�s” they provided to

the orphanage. Kuryazov and Masharipov repeatedly visited the orphanage in order to prey

upon the young girls. 

Khudaiberganova, Kuryazov, and Masharipov are being designated pursuant to E.O. 13818 for

being responsible for or complicit in, or having directly or indirectly engaged in, serious human

rights abuse. 

SANCT IONS IMPLICAT IONS

As a result of today s̓ action, all property and interests in property of the designated persons

described above that are in the United States or in the possession or control of U.S. persons

are blocked and must be reported to OFAC. In addition, any entities that are owned, directly

or indirectly, individually or in the aggregate, 50 percent or more by one or more blocked

persons are also blocked. Unless authorized by a general or specific license issued by OFAC, or

exempt, OFAC s̓ regulations generally prohibit all transactions by U.S. persons or within (or

transiting) the United States that involve any property or interests in property of designated

or otherwise blocked persons. U.S. persons may face civil or criminal penalties for violations of

E.O. 13818. Non-U.S. persons are also prohibited from causing or conspiring to cause U.S.

persons to wittingly or unwittingly violate U.S. sanctions, as well as engaging in conduct that

evades U.S. sanctions. OFAC s̓ Economic Sanctions Enforcement Guidelines provide more

information regarding OFAC s̓ enforcement of U.S. sanctions, including the factors that OFAC

generally considers when determining an appropriate response to an apparent violation.

https://ofac.treasury.gov/media/7566/download?inline
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In addition, financial institutions and other persons that engage in certain transactions or

activities with the sanctioned entities and individuals may expose themselves to sanctions or

be subject to an enforcement action. The prohibitions include the making of any contribution

or provision of funds, goods, or services by, to, or for the benefit of any designated person, or

the receipt of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or services from any such person. 

The power and integrity of OFAC sanctions derive not only from OFAC s̓ ability to designate

and add persons to the Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons (SDN) List, but

also from its willingness to remove persons from the SDN List consistent with the law. The

ultimate goal of sanctions is not to punish, but to bring about a positive change in behavior. 

For information concerning the process for seeking removal from an OFAC list, including the

SDN List, please refer to OFAC s̓ Frequently Asked Question 897 here. For detailed information

on the process to submit a request for removal from an OFAC sanctions list, please click here.

GLOB AL MAGNITSKY

Building upon the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, E.O. 13818 was issued

on December 20, 2017, in recognition that the prevalence of human rights abuse and

corruption that have their source, in whole or in substantial part, outside the United States,

had reached such scope and gravity as to threaten the stability of international political and

economic systems. Human rights abuse and corruption undermine the values that form an

essential foundation of stable, secure, and functioning societies; have devastating impacts on

individuals; weaken democratic institutions; degrade the rule of law; perpetuate violent

conflicts; facilitate the activities of dangerous persons; and undermine economic markets.

The United States seeks to impose tangible and significant consequences on those who

commit serious human rights abuse or engage in corruption, as well as to protect the financial

system of the United States from abuse by these same persons.

Click here for more information on the individuals and entities designated today.

###

https://ofac.treasury.gov/faqs/897
https://ofac.treasury.gov/specially-designated-nationals-list-sdn-list/filing-a-petition-for-removal-from-an-ofac-list
https://ofac.treasury.gov/recent-actions/20241202

