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Treasury and Commerce Reiterate Commitment to Supporting
Internet Freedom in Cuba

August 11, 2021

WASHINGTON — Today, the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s O�ice of Foreign Assets

Control (OFAC) and Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) issued

a fact sheet  underscoring the U.S. government’s commitment to supporting internet

freedom in Cuba, following the Cuban regime’s attempts to silence protests in July. The fact

sheet highlights the most relevant exemptions and authorizations within the Cuba program

that support the provision of certain internet and related telecommunications services to

Cuba.

“The Department of the Treasury will continue to support the human rights of Cuban people,

including freedom of expression, peaceful assembly, and association, and oppose

censorship, including restrictions on internet access,” said Director of the O�ice of Foreign

Assets Control Andrea Gacki. “The guidance and licensing information issued today

reiterates and clarifies that persons subject to U.S. jurisdiction may engage in certain

transactions that support the ability of Cuban people to seek, receive, and impart

information, especially at this critical moment in Cuban history.”

OFAC and BIS administer a comprehensive economic embargo on Cuba, consistent with

applicable statutes and regulations. While most transactions between persons subject to

U.S. jurisdiction and Cuba continue to be prohibited under the embargo, the U.S.

government allows for certain activities to continue unimpeded, including those outlined in

the fact sheet issued today. Consistent with U.S. foreign policy, moreover, OFAC has a

favorable licensing posture towards specific license requests involving transactions that are

ordinarily incident and necessary to ensure that the Cuban people have safe and secure

access to the free flow of information on the internet.

The relevant OFAC regulations can be found in the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31

C.F.R. part 515 (CACR). The relevant BIS regulations can be found in the Export Administration

Regulations (EAR), 15 C.F.R. parts 730-774.

The fact sheet is available here . Click here to view more information about today’s action.
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https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/126/cuba_fact_sheet_20210811.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title31/31cfr515_main_02.tpl
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=a7d8a4cdeb8e16290154db3a515182ed&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title15/15CVIIsubchapC.tpl
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/126/cuba_fact_sheet_20210811.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20210811_44
https://home.treasury.gov/
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