3/19/2020 Treasury Developing New Authorities to Target Turkey for Any Potential Human Rights Abuses or Destabilizing Actions in Syria | U.S. De...

Treasury Developing New Authorities to Target Turkey for Any
Potential Human Rights Abuses or Destabilizing Actions in Syria

October 11,2019

Impending Presidential E.O. Will Authorize Treasury to Sanction Turkish Government Agencies
and Officials

Washington - Given Turkey’s ongoing military offensive in northeastern Syria, President Donald
J. Trump intends to sign an Executive Order to dissuade Turkey from any further offensive
military action in northeast Syria, including but not limited to indiscriminate targeting of
civilians, targeting of civilian infrastructure, targeting of ethnic or religious minorities, or
targeting or other actions that undermine the continued counterterrorism activities of the
Syrian Democratic Forces. Itisimperative that Turkey not allow even a single ISIS fighter to
escape. The Order will delegate to the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the
President and the Secretary of State, authority to designate individuals and entities of the
Government of Turkey involved in human rights abuses or actions leading to the further
deterioration of peace, security, and stability in northeastern Syria. The Order also will give the
Secretary of the Treasury the authority to impose secondary sanctions on those engaging in
knowing and significant transactions with designated individuals and entities of the

Government of Turkey.

“At the direction of President Trump we will be targeting specific Turkish individuals or
departments as needed,” said Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin. “This is a notice to banks and

other parties to be on notice of potential actions.”
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