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Treasury Sanctions Eight Individuals Involved in Venezuela’s
Illegitimate Constituent Assembly

August 9, 2017

Washington – Today, the U.S. Department of the Treasury's O�ice of Foreign Assets Control

(OFAC) designated eight individuals involved in organizing or otherwise supporting the creation

of Venezuela's Constituent Assembly (Asamblea Constituyente or AC) and participating in anti-

democratic actions pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 13692.  The AC, which seeks to rewrite the

Venezuelan constitution and dissolve Venezuelan state institutions, was created through an

undemocratic process instigated by Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro's government to

subvert the will of the Venezuelan people.  OFAC designated President Maduro on July 31, 2017,

the day a�er AC elections were held.  The AC was sworn in on August 4 and, in its first session on

August 5, ousted Attorney General Luisa Marvelia Ortega Diaz, who had ordered an investigation

into the possible AC election fraud, and replaced her with designated individual Tarek William

Saab.

"President Maduro swore in this illegitimate Constituent Assembly to further entrench his

dictatorship, and continues to tighten his grip on the country," said Treasury Secretary Steven T.

Mnuchin.  "This regime's disregard for the will of the Venezuelan people is unacceptable, and

the United States will stand with them in opposition to tyranny until Venezuela is restored to a

peaceful and prosperous democracy."

Today's designations consist of seven current and former o�icials of the Venezuelan

Government and one individual who has participated in actions or policies that undermine

democratic processes or institutions in Venezuela.  As a result of today's actions, all assets of

these individuals subject to U.S. jurisdiction are frozen, and U.S. persons are prohibited from

dealing with them.

OFAC designated six individuals who have played a significant role in organizing or creating the

AC through their involvement in two bodies, the Presidential Commission for the AC and the

Constituent Command Zamora 200.  Maduro created the Presidential Commission, which is

responsible for creating the main aspects of the formation and operation of the AC process. 
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Maduro also created the Constituent Command Zamora 200 to carry out a campaign for the AC

elections.  These individuals were also elected as Constituents to the illegitimate AC.

Francisco Jose Ameliach Orta was appointed a member of the Presidential Commission

for the AC.  He is the AC Constituent for Valencia Municipality in Carabobo State.  He was

formerly the Governor of Carabobo State.

Adan Coromoto Chavez Frias was appointed the Secretary of the Presidential Commission

for the AC.  He is the AC Constituent for Barinas Municipality in Barinas State.  He was the

former Minister of Culture and former Governor of Barinas State.  He is the brother of

deceased former Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez.

Erika del Valle Farias Pena leads the electoral structure and mechanics for the Constituent

Command Zamora 200.  She is the AC Constituent for Ezequiel Zamora Municipality in

Cojedes State.  She was formerly the Minister of Urban Agriculture.

Carmen Teresa Melendez Rivas is responsible for coordinating the street government

command for the Constituent Command Zamora 200.  She is the AC Constituent for

Iribarren Municipality in Lara State.  She was formerly the Sectoral Vice President of Political

Sovereignty, Security, and Peace.

Ramon Dario Vivas Velasco is in charge of the permanent mobilization team for the

Constituent Command Zamora 200.  He is the AC Constituent for Vargas Municipality in

Vargas State.  He was formerly a National Assembly Deputy for Vargas State.

Hermann Eduardo Escarra Malave was appointed a member of the Presidential

Commission for the AC.  He is the AC Constituent for Zamora Municipality in Miranda State.

OFAC also designated today Tania D'Amelio Cardiet, a rector of Venezuela's National Electoral

Council (CNE), and Bladimir Humberto Lugo Armas, the Commander of the Special Unit to the

Federal Legislative Palace of Venezuela's Bolivarian National Guard.  D'Amelio Cardiet has

publicly defended the AC and is believed to be among the CNE o�icials that former Attorney

General Luisa Ortega began to investigate for possible AC election fraud.  Lugo Armas is

responsible for security of the Federal Legislative Palace, the location of Venezuela's National

Assembly.  Lugo Armas has been involved in several acts of violence against National Assembly

opposition members, including a direct assault against the President of the National Assembly

Julio Borges.  In July 2017, Lugo Armas was charged by the Attorney General's o�ice for alleged

human rights violations.

Identifying information on the individuals designated today.

Information about Executive Order 13692.

https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20170809.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/Programs/pages/venezuela.aspx
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