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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Press Center

 Readout from a Treasury spokesperson on a stakeholder call with Secretary Jacob J.
Lew and the leadership of advocacy organizations focused on LGBT issues
10/21/2015 

WASHINGTON – Today, U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob J. Lew spoke by telephone with leaders of advocacy organizations that focus on LGBT issues to discuss the recently
announced proposed regulations for same-sex couples for federal tax purposes. 

Secretary Lew recognized the tremendous strides that the United States has made in recent times in the fight for marriage equality. 

Secretary Lew discussed how these new proposed regulations confirm that a marriage of two individuals, whether of the same sex or the opposite sex, will be recognized for federal tax
purposes if that marriage is recognized by any state, possession, or territory of the United States.

Secretary Lew explained how the proposed regulations would interpret the terms “husband” and “wife” to cover same-sex spouses in the same way as opposite-sex spouses and that
they will ensure that all legally married couples are treated the same, under the tax code.

Secretary Lew emphasized how this announcement clarifies and strengthens the guidance that was issued in 2013 and updates those rules to reflect that same-sex couples can now
marry in all states and that all states will recognize these marriages.
 
Secretary Lew concluded the call by stating his deep appreciation for the work of the groups and the key role they play in fighting for marriage equality. He noted that while there is still
more work to be done, their dedication to the issue is helping to make our country a better place for all who live here.

Attendees included:
 
• Austen Bradford, Family Equality Council
• Bernard Cherkasov, Equality for Illinois
• Laura Durso, Center for American Progress
• Earl Fowlkes, National Black Justice Coalition 
• Jody Huckaby, PFLAG & Straight for Equality 
• Shannon Minter, National Center for Lesbian Rights
• Marco Quiroga, Immigration Equality
• Nathan Schefer, Empire State Pride Agenda 
• Amy Shapiro, Lambda Legal
• David Stacy, Human Rights Campaign
• Ian Thompson, American Civil Liberties Union
• Tobias Wolff, University of Pennsylvania

###

 



5/5/2020 Readout from a Treasury spokesperson on a stakeholder call with Secretary Jacob J. Lew and the leadership of advocacy organizations f…

https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/jl0231.aspx 2/2


