
1 6 STATISTICAL ATLAS.

U R BAN  POPULATION.

The census commonly regards as the urban element 
that portion of the population which lives in cities of 8,ooo 
inhabitants or more. This element constituted in 1890, 
29.20 per cent of the entire population. The proportion 
has increased greatly during the century, being in 1790 
but 3.35 per cent. The following table sets forth the 
increase in the proportion at each succeeding census:

24. Increase of Population of th e  Great  Cities : 1800 to 1890.
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Diagram 1 shows by the total length of its bars the 
total population of the country at each census and by the 
shaded portion of each bar the urban element. It is seen 
that while the total population has increased with great 
rapidity, the urban element has increased in much greater 
proportion.

Diagram 21 shows the distribution of urban population 
among the different states, representing the entire popu
lation of each state by the total length of the bar and the 
urban element by the shaded portion.

It is seen at once that the states having in 1890 the 
largest proportion of urban population are, after the Dis
trict of Columbia, which is practically a city, the north
eastern states. Following them are the states of the 
upper Mississippi valley, while the southern and certain 
of the western states stand lowest in the proportion of 
urban population.

Diagram 22 shows by the length of the bars the propor
tion which the urban element bore to the total population 
at each census in each state.
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The total length of each bar represents the aggregate population of the State or Territory, while the black portion 
the urban element; that is, the population contained in cities having 8,000 inhabitants or more.
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23. RANK OF THE MOST POPULOUS CITIES AT EACH CENSUS; 1790— 1890. PLATE 7.
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25 INCREASE OR DECREASE OF THE RURAL POPULATION : 1880 TO 1890, PLATE 8.
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INATING SEX: 18902 8 . T H E  P R E D O N / PLATE 9.
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