COMMERCIAL LAWS.

COMPILED EXPRESSLY FOR THE BANKERS DIRECTORY.

Carefully Revised up to July 1lst, 1883.

ALABAMA.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS and proofs of conveyances may
be taken by Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts
and their Clerks,Chancellors,and Registers in Chancery,
Judges of Probate Courts, Justices of the Peace, and
Notaries. In other Statesthey may be taken by Judges
and Clerks of any Federal Court or court of record,
Notaries Public and Commissioners appointed by the
Governor of this State. If out of the United States,
by the Judge of any court of record, Mayor, or Chief
Magistrate, or any Diplomatic or Consular Agent.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. General assign-
ments enure equally to the benefit of all creditors.
Every general assignment made by a debtor, by which
a preference or priority of payment is given to one or
more creditors over the remaining creditors of the
grantor,sha'l be and enure to the benefit of all the cred-
itors of the grantor equally, but this section shall not
apply to or embrace mortgages given to secure a debt
contracted contemporaneously with the execution of
the mortgage and for the security of which the mort-
gage was given.

ATTACHMENT process will issue for the collection
of a debt, whether due or not, to recover damages for
breach of contract, or where the action is for damages
alone, upon affidavit by the creditor or his agent that the
debtor absconds, secretes himself, or resides out of the
State so that process can not be served, or is about to
remove or fraudulently dispose of his property, or frau-
dulently withholds money, chattels or effects. Plaintiff
must give bond in double the amount claimed. Gar-
nishment process will issue in aid of attachment in all
such cases.

CoLLATERALS. All banking, insurance and other
corporations, private banks, bankers and other perzons
engaced in the business of making discounts orlending
money, are required, on receipt by them of any collat-
eral for a loan or discount, if demanded by the
borrower, his agent or attorney, to give a receipt or
acknowledgment in writing ; which said receipt or
acknowledgment shall designate or describe the collat-
eral so held, the amount and character of the debt, and
the time when due. and if thesame be negotiable bouds,
the series number thereof shall also be given in said
receipt: and if any corporation or person, s0 making
discounts or lending money, willfully fail or refuse to
give such acknowledgment as above provided, such
corporation or person shall have no title to raid
collaterals until such receipt or acknowledgment is so
given. Personal property or securities., whether nego-
tiable or not, pledged or deposited as collateral security,
may, in default of payment of a debt, be sold by the
creditor at public auction, at the rooms or door of a
board of trade or merchants’ exchange, if any such in
the county, or in front of the post office of the town,
or at the door of the court house of the county. Cred-
itor must give to pledgor written notice of his inten-
t on 10 sell, and of time and place of sale, two days be-
fore sale, and must advertize sale for five days in news-
paper published in county where it is to be made.
Amount of debt and actual and lawful costs taken out
of proceeds, balance paid to pledgor or his assignee;
upon failure to pay such balance promptly to pledgor
or his assignee, person selling liable forinterest thereon
at rate of five per cent for each thirty days paymentisso
withheld. Name of pledgor not to be published with-
out his consent. Parties may make such other con-
tracts as they may see fit for the sale of pledges, not in
conflict with laws of the State. Pledgee can not sign
or deliver pledged proper y to any other than pledgor
or his assignee, except with original debt. Viola-
tion of this provision operates a discharge of the

pledge, and reinstatement of pledgor’s original owner-
ship thereof, but does not affect debt. Pledged prop-
erty may be assigned with original debt, assignee
taking rights of original pledgee.

Courrs. Zerms-and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts
have jurisdiction in all law cases involving over $50.
The Courts of Chancery have exclusive equity jurizdic-
tion. Regular terms of both twice a year in nearly
every county. Chancery Courts have full equity pow-
ers and the city courts of Montgomery, Eufaula and
Mobile have concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit
Courts except as to land titles. Probate Courts hold
term on second Monday of each month. Justices of the
Peace have exclusive civil jurisdiction up to $50, con-
current up to $100, and must hold court monthly.
Names of all parties plaintiff and individual names of
copartners must be given in writs. Non-residents must
give bond for costs.

ExemprioNs. The homestead of 160 acres, or, in a
city, town or village, the lot with dwelling, etc., not
exceeding $2,000in value, and owned or occupied by any
resident. Exemption may be waived, but wife must
join inthe deed and it must be acknowledged. Personal
property to value of $1,000 selected by debtor,and wages
to $25 per month, are also exempt. Widow’s exemption
includes also wearing apparel, family books and
pictures, and provisions for twelve months.

ExecurioNs. Writ of fi. fa@. is a lien only within the
county in which it is received by the ofticer, on lands
and personalty of defendant subject to levy and sale,
and continues so long as writ ir regularly delivered to
Sheriff without the lapse of an entire term. Execu-
tions issue from Circuit Courts and City Courts, when
the court continues in session but one week, within ten
days; when it continues two weekg, within fifteen days;
and when it continues three or more weeks, within
twenty days; Justice’s after five days, returnable in not
less than thirty nor more than sixty days. May be issued
instanter on affidavit of plaintiff or his agent that he
ir in danger of losing the fruits of his judgment. No
stay of execution in Circuit Court except by appeal,
which delays collection until aftirmance by Supreme
Court, and entails five per cent. damages, with legal
interest and costs. In Justice’s Courts stay is granted
on good security ; below $20, thirty days; over $20,
sixty days.

INTEREST. Legal rate is eight per cent., and same is
allowed on all open accounts, judgments and decrees.
Usury forfeits all interest.

JUDGMENTS, in courts of record are proved by a certi-
fied transcript. May be rendered at first term if action
is not defended, and create a lien from date of issuance.
In Justice’s Courts judgment may be had after three
days’ notice.

LimiTAaTioNs. Notes, six years ; open accounts, three
years ; sealed instruments, ten years; judgments,

twenty years. Bar created by statute can only be re
moved by a partial payment, made on the contract
before the bar is complete, or by an unconditional
promise in writing. Those under legal disability have
three years after its removal in which to begin suit, but
no action can be commenced after twenty years.
Actions on contracts or writings notunder seal, or for
trespass to real and personal property. or on stated or
liguidated account, must be brought within six years.

Marrienp WoMeN. Wife retains her separate estate
and may devise or bequeath it as if sole. She can not
mortgage her statutory separate estate, nor act as a
dealer in the purchase and sale of goods, and the
husband is made trustee of his wife’s estate, although
it is not subject for payment of hisdebts. Conveyance
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of the wife’s estate may be made by husband and wife
jointly in presence of two witnesses, and must be
acknowledged and recorded. Married women may
become free dealers by application to the Court of
Chancery, and in such cases they manage their property
as if they were single.

MorrcAGES are executed and acknowledged in the
same manner as deeds. May be foreclosed by bill in
equity, or, if there be a provision to that effect, upon
failure to pay any portion of principal or interest.
Two years are allowed for redemption in each case.
Conveyances of personal property to secure debts, or

provide indemnity, are void against creditors or pur- :

chasers without notice, unless recorded.

Nores AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE. Bills of exchange
and promissory notes” payable at a bank or designated
place are governed by commercial law and are negoti-
able instruments. Paper payable in this State entitled
to grace, and falling due on January 1. February 22,
July 4, Christmas, or the day in November designated
by the Governor’s proclamation as a day of public
thanksgiving. is due on the day previous, unless such
previous day is Sunday, in which case it is due on the
Tuesday following; and if such day is Sunday, such
paper which becomes due on the following Monday is
due on the following Tuesday. Ifsuch day is Satur-
day, such paper which becomes due on the following
Sunday is due on the following Monday. All bonds,
contracts, and writings for payment of money or any
other thing, or the performance ofany act or duty, are as-
signable by indorsement so as to authorize an action
thereon by each successive indorsee. Acceptances of
bills of exchange must be in writing, but an uncondi-
tional written promise to accept a bill before it is drawn

is an actual acceptance, and any person upon whom a
bill is drawn and who fails to return it within twenty-
four hours is deemed to have accepted it. Notes not
payable at any specified place are not entitled to grace.

Prorest. Indorsers of bills of exchange or notes
payable at a bank or private banking house are charged
by a mnotice of protest duly served, without bringing
suit against the maker. Damages on bills of exchange,
whether foreign or inland, for non-acceptance or non-
payment, are five per cent. on the sum drawn for.

Surrs. Every action, except upon bills of exchange,
etc., as above, founded on express or implied contract,
must be brought in the name of the person really inter-
ested, whether he have the legal title or not.

TAXES become delinquent on the 1st of January of
the year succeeding the one for which they were levied,
and the lands may be sold by certain proceedings in the
Probate Court commenced in the month of March fol-
lowing. The purchaser of lands sold for delinquent
taxes receives from the collector a certificate of pur-
chase containing a description of the property, the
date and amount of assessment, taxes, costs, fees, etc.,
which after the expiration of two years is exchangeable
for a deed from the Probate Court which is prima facie
evidence of title. Lands sold for taxes may be re-
deemed within two years by the owner, mortgagee, or
any person having a beneficial interest therein, by de-
positing with the Probate Judge of the county in which
the lands were sold, the amount of purchase money
and a penalty of ten per cent. thereon damages on the
taxes and costs, and interest on the taxes and costs at
the rate of eight per cent. per annum from the date of
the sale, and the cost of the certificate of purchase.
and all taxes which have accrued subsequent to the sale.

ARIZONA.

The laws of Arizona in relation to arrest on civil
process, attachment, executions, exemption of real and
personal property, homesteads, garnishment. interest,
judgments, and limitations of actions, are similar to
those of California [which see], except that the law
does not provide for any declaration of homestead.
The character of homestead is acquired by actual resi-
dence. There are no insolvent laws in Arizona.
Mortgages on real estate must be recorded, and chattel
mortgages may be given on all property and furniture
in hotels and public boarding houses, when given to
secure purchase price; on saw mill, grist mill and
steamboat machinery, tools and machinery used by
machinists, foundrymen and other mechanics; steam

boilers, steam engines, locomotives, engines and roll-
ing stock of railroads, printing presses, instruments and
chests of surgeons, physicians and dentists, libraries ot
all persors, machinery and apparatus for mining pur-
poses, growing crops, grain in store and field, teams,
implements and stock on farm. Mines are not taxed.

The proof or acknowledgment of every conveyance
affecting any real estate shall be taken by some one of
the following officers. If acknowledged or proved
withowut this Territory and within the United States, by
gome judge or clerk of any court of the United States, or
of any State or Territory having a seal, or by any Com-
missioner appointed by the Governor for that purpose.

ARKANSAS.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds within the State may
be taken before a Judge or Clerk of the Supreme or
Circuit Court, Judge of County Court, Justice of the
Peace, or Notary Public. Anywhere else in the United
States, before any Federal, State or Territorial Court
having a seal, or before the Clerk of any such Court,
Mayor or chief officer of any town or city having a
seal of office, or any Notary Public. Out of the
United States, before any authorized Court or officer.

AT1TACHMENT. Plaintiff in civil action may at or
after commencement thereof have attachment against
property of defendant where said defendant is non-
resident of the State or a foreign corporation, or has
been absent four months from the State, or has depart-
ed tfrom it with intent to defraud his creditors, or has
left the county of his residence to avoid service of a
summons, or conceals himself go thata summons can
not be served upon him, or has transferred, sold, con-
veyed or removed his property out of the State, or is
about to sell, remove or dispose of the same with such
fraudulent intent. Under a writ of attachment debts
due the defendant may be garnisheed. Plaintiff must
give bond with sureties, conditioned to pay all dam-
ages defendant may sustain if the action is wrong-
tully maintained.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Assignments for
the benefit of creditors may be made with or without
preference. Asgignee must give bond in double the
amount of property assigned, and must sell within 120
days at auction all the property received by him under
the assignment.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts
with original juriediction over all civil cases not less
than $100 including interest, are held twice a year in
each county. Justices have original jurisdiction up to
$100, and concurrent up to $300.

ExempTiONs. Homestead of married person or head
of a family in country not exceeding 160 acres, with
improvements, not to exceed $2,500, but in no case can
the homestead be reduced below 80 acres, without re-
gard to value. Tn any town, city or village, homestead
of one acre with improvements,ot total value of $2,500,
not reducible below one fourth of an acre without re-
gard to value. Personal property ot married person or
head ot a tamily $500 besides wearing apparel, and of
a person unmarried or not head ot a family $200 and
wearing apparel.

ExXEcuTIONS are returnable sixty days from date
from the Circuit Court, and thirty days trom Justice’s
Court. Where execution has not been stayed, sales
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are made on a credit of three months on bond and se-
curity, said bond having the force of a judgment if
forteited. Execution may be stayed for three months
by defendant giving bond with security for judgment,
interest, and costs, which bond has the force and effect
of a judgment.

INTEREsST. Legal rate is six per cent., but contracts
may be made for any rate not exceeding ten per cent.
Interest begins to run on an open account irom the
time payment is unreasonably withheld. Judgments
bear the same interest as contract sued on, if in such
instrument the words ‘‘until paid’’ are used concerning
the payment of interest. But if the words per annum
alone are used, then, regardless of the rate =tipulated,
the judgment would draw six per cent. Usury forfeits
principal and interest.

JUDGMENTSs and decrees of Circuit Courts are liens on
real estate of detendant within the county in which
the Court is held and on personal property from the
time execution is received by the Sheriff. Judgments
of Justices of the Peace become a lien on real estate by
filing a transcript with the Clerk of the Court, and are a
lien on personal property from the time execution is
received by the constable. Executions may be issued
on iudgment until it is barred by the statute ot limita-
tions. Judgments are rendered at first term of a court
of record if no defense is made.

LimrraTioNs. Accounts, three years; mnotes, five
years; sealed instruments and judgments, ten years. A
writcen acknowledgment of indebtedness and promise
to pay, or a part payment, revives the debt. Limita-
tions of actions for the recovery of real estate, seven
years. Usual saving clause in favor of infants, married
women, and insane persons, but not as to non-residents.

MARRIED WoMEN. Married women have the same
absolute and unqualified right in property of every de-
scription, when acquired, as femes sole, and the same
is not liable for debts or contracts of the hushand. To
entitle a married woman to her right as to personal
property, she must cause such separate property to be
recorded in her name in the county of her residence.
She may carry on business on her sole and separate ac-
count, and she may sue or be sued alone on account of
her separate property, business, or services; and she
may contract and bind herself in respect to such sepa-

grate property or business, and no such contract shall be
binding on her husband, or render him or his property
in any way liable therefor. In all actions where a mar-

ried woman is a party—except as to such separate prop-
erty or business—her husband must be joined with her
in the suit. Widow takes dower in one-third of all
lands of which the husband was seized of an estate of
inheritance during marriage, unless legally relin-
quished; also an absolute one-third of all personalty.
Where there are no children she takes one-half of
realty for life, and absolute one-half of all personalty.
MorTGAGES are acknowledged same as deeds, and are
not liens until filed for record, though good between the

parties. May be foreclosed by complaint in equity.
Chattel mortgages must be proved as other mort-
gages. May be filed and not recorded at option of

mortgagee, and are liens from time of filing. Trust
deeds must be acknowledged and filed same as mort-
gages. Before sale under mortgages, the property must
be appraised, and must bring two-thirds of the ap-
praised value, or it is reserved from sale twelve months
if real estate, and sixty days it personal property. At
second offering it is sold for what it will bring.

NoTES AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE. Foreign and inland
bills of exchange are governed by mercantile law as to
days of grace, protest and notice. All indorsers or
assignors of any instrument in writing assignable by
law, which by its terms is payable ‘ without discount
or defalcation,” may be notitied of non-payment or pro-
test of such instrument, and are equally liable with the
maker, obligee, or payee, and may be sued for the same
at the rame time with the maker, obligee, or payee
thereof, or may be sued separately.

Surr in the Circuit Court is commenced by filing
written complaint gigned by the party or his attorney,
verified by affidavit of the party, but such verification
is not required where the complaint is founded on a
bill, note, or other written obligation. The first term
is trial term where the summons has been served
within the county ten days before the beginning of
term—twenty days elsewhere in the State, or sixty z(?izlys
outside the State.

Taxrs must be paid between the 1st Monday in
November and the 10th day of February in each year.
If not paid within the time required by law 25 per
cent. penalty is added, and lands are advertised for
two weeks and gold. Lands may be redeemed by the
owner—or agent or other person tfor the owner—within
two years, by payment of purchagse money, penalty,
and costs, and 10 per cent. interest per annum. Sale
conveys absolute title, subject to such redemption.

CALIFORNIA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF DEEDS. Real estate is trans-
ferred by what is known as a ‘“grant,”” which con-
tains a description of the property. Deeds, thoughnot
recorded, are valid between the parties thereto and as
to all other persons having actual notice, but absolutely
void as to all persons without notice. Proof or ac-
knowledgment of an instrument may be made within
the State before any Judge or Clerk of a court ot record,
Recorder, Justice of the Peace, or Notary Public.
Without the State, but within the United States, before
any judicial officer, Commissioner, or Notary, and in
foreign countries before any Diplomatic or Consular
Ageunt or Judge of a court of record, Commissioner, or
Notary Public. A conveyance by a married woman has
no validity until acknowledged.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENcY. No assignment of
an insolvent debtor is valid unless in conformity with
the Insolvency Laws of the State.

ATTACHMENT will issue in an aclion upon a contract,
express or implied, for the direct payment of money,
where the contract is made or is payable in this State,
and is not secured by any mortgage or lien upon real or
personal property, or any pledge ot personal property;
or it originally so secured, such security has, without
any act of the plaintiff, or the person to whom the se-
curity was given, become valueless; also in-an action
upon a contract, express or implied, against a defend-
ant not residing in this State. Garnishee process can
be had in all cases where property is liable to attach-
ment. Defendant may be arrested in a civil action
arising upon contract where he is about to remove
from the State, or has removed or disposed of his prop-
erty with intent to defrand creditors, or was guilty of
fraund in contracting the debt.

Courrs. Terms and Jurisdiction. After Jan. 1,
1880, under the new constitution of the State, the Dis-

trict and County Courts are abolished and merged into
Superior Courts, which are always open for the trans-
action of business, there being one in each ot the or-
ganized counties. Such courts have original jurisdic-
tion in all equity cases, all suits involving the title or
possession of real property, or the legality of taxes, and
in all other casesin which the demand amounts to $300,
exclusive ot interest. Justices of the Peace have ju-

* risdiction up to $300.

ExEcurioNs from any court may issue immediately
on rendition of judgment, or at any time within five
years, and as often within that period as any part of the
Jjudgment remains unsatisfied. If not collected within
five years, judgment must be renewed by suit. Execu-
tions are returnable not less than ten nor more than
sixty days after receipt by the Sheriff. The court
in which an action has been tried has discretionary
power to grant a reasonable stay of execution. Lands
sold under execution are subject to redemption by the
judgment debtor or his successor in interest, or by any
creditor having a lien, on payment within gix months
of the purchase money, with interest at two per cent.
per month.

ExeEmMPTIONS. The homestead, not exceeding $5.000
in value, if declaration of homestead is properly tiled
in the Recorder’s office of the county where situate, by
a husband or wife, or other head of a family, is exempt
from execution except in the following cases: 1st,
where the judgment was obtained before the declara-
tion of homestead ; 2d, on judgments for liens of me-
chanicg, laborers or vendors of the land ; 3d, on debts
secured by mortgage on the land, executed by the hus-
band and wife, or an unmarried claimant; 1th, on debts
secured by mortgage on the land before the declaration
of homestead. Homestead of a single person not ex-
ceeding 1,000 in value, is exempt. Personal property
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exempt includes chairs, tables, desks, and books, $200;
necessary household and kitchen furniture, sewing
machine, stoves, beds, etc., provisions for family for
three months, three cows, four hogs, two horses, oxen,
or mules, and seed grain reserved up to $200; tools and
implements of a mechanic or artisan, instruments of a
physician and professional library of attorney, minister,
editor, or school teacher, a miner’s cabin, not ex-
ceeding $500 in value, also sluices, pipes, tools, etc.,
necessary for his business, not exceeding $500, two
horses or mules with harness, and the miner’s claim
worked by him and not exceeding $1,000 in value, are
also exempt. A drayman may retain two oxen, horses,
or mules, with harness and wagon or dray. KEarnings
within thirty days of levy, if necessary for support
of family; shares in homestead associations up to
$1,000, if debtor has no homestead selected; and life,
insurance policies and all benefits accruing therefrom
made in any company organized under the laws of this
State, provided the annual premium does not exceed
$500, are all exempt. But all things above mentioned
are liable for debts incurred for their purchase.

INTEREST. The legal rate is seven per cent., but
parties may agree on any rate, and there is no penalty
for usury. Judgments bear seven per cent. per annum
from date of entry.

JUDGMENTS in courts of record where no defense is
made are entered immediately after expiration of time
designated in the summons for defendant’s appearance.
Are liens for two years on all real estate of the debtor
within the county, which may be extended to other
counties by filing a certified copy of the docket in
the office of the County Recorder. Judgments in Jus-
tice’s Courts have the same effect when transcript is
filed.

LimitraTioNs To Surrs. Actions must be brought as
follows: Within five years, upon a judgment or decree
of any court of the United States, or of any State
within the United States, or an action for mesne profits
of real property; within four years, an action upon
any contract, obligation, or liability, founded upon an
instrument of writing executed in this State—(prom-
iggory notes included); within three years, an action
upon a liability created by statute—other than a pen-
alty or forfeiture; for trespass upon real property; for
taking, detaining, or injuring any goods or chattels—
including actions for the gpecific recovery of personal
property; for relief on the ground of fraud or mistake.
Within two years, upon a contract, obligation, or lia-
bility—not founded upon an instrument in writing, and
on promissory notes and other written instruments
executed out of this State.

MARrRRIED WOMEN. All property acquired in any
manner before marriage, or afterward, by gift, bequest,
devise, or descent, is wife’s separate property, and
controlled as if feme sole. All property acquired after
marriage by husband or wife, except as above, shall be
common property. Earnings of wife are not liable for
debts of the husband, but he controls the community
property. Dower and curtesy are unknown, but the
widow takes half the common property after payment
of debts and expenses of administration. A married
woman may dispose of all her separate estate by will
without consent of her husband.

MorTGAGES of real estate do not require the wife’s

signature unless the property is the homestead or her
own separate estate. They are executed and acknowl-
edged in the same manner as deeds. Chattel mort-
gages to bevalid against persons other than the parties
thereto must show the residence and trade of the
mortgagor and mortgagee, the rate of interest charged,
and when and where it is payable, and mortgagor and
mortgagee must each make affidavit that the mortgage
is bona fide and made without design to defraud or
delay creditors. The same equity of redemption ex-
ists in lands sold under mortgage as under execution.

NoTEs AND BirLLs oF EXCHANGE are governed by the
civil code. Notice of dishonor may be given by the
holder or any party to the instrument who may be
called on to pay it, and must be in writing. Days of
grace are not allowed. The 1st of January, 22d of Feb-
ruary, 30th of May, 4th of July, 25th of December, day
of State election, and Thanksgiving and Fast Daye, are
legal holidays. Damages instead of interest to time of
dishonor are allowed on dishonored bills, drawn or
negotiated in this State as tollows: two per cent. of the
amount if drawn on a person in this State; five per
cent. on a person out of the State west of the Rocky
Mountains; ten per cent. on a person east of the Rocky
Mountains, and fifteen per cent. if on a person in a for-
eign country. The apparent maturity of a bill of
exchange or promissory note payable at right or on
demand, and bearing interest, is one year {rom its date;
if it does not bear interest, ten days from date on bills
and six months on promissory notes, and when the
latter are payable at a certain time after sight or
demand, said time is added.

Svirs. Where Brought. There is but one form of
action, commenced by filing a written complaint with
the clerk of the court; or it in a Justice’s Court it may
be by filing a copy of the note, bill, or account, on
which action is brought. Summons must be issued
within one year after complaint is filed, and it defend-
ant evades service he may be notified by publication.
In the Superior Courts the defendant is allowed ten
days after the service of summons and complaint to ap-
pear and answer the complaint, where service is made
within the county in which the action is brought: and
thirty days if served elsewhere. In Justice’s Courts five
days are allowed defendant to answer where summons
is served in the township where action is brought; ten
days if served out of the township but in the county
in which action is brought, and twenty days it served
clsewhere.

TAaxEs become delinquent on the last Monday in
December, atter which, five per cent. is added. Delin-
quent list is published on or before the first Monday in
February, and sale is made in front of the court house
not less than twenty-one nor more than twenty-eight
days after first publication. Taxes on personal prop-
erty are a lien on real estate of same owner. Owner of
real estate sold for taxes may redeem within one year
by paying the amount and fifty per cent. additional to
the County Treasurer. [NoTe.—The new Constitution
provides that each taxpayer must furnish a sworn state-
ment of his property, and also provides for the collec-
tion of an income tax and poll-tax. In this as

‘in some other points affected by the new Constitu-

tion the Legislature is charged with the passage of laws
necessary to carry out the constitutional provisions.]

COLORADO.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds within the State may
be taken before any Justice, Clerk, or Deputy Clerk,
of the Supreme or District Courts, or County Judge,
such Clerk or County Judge certifyins such acknowl-
edgment under the seal of such court respectively;
before the Clerk and Recorder, or his deputy, of any
county, he certifying the same under the seal of such
county; before any Notary Public, he certilying the
same under his notarial seal; before any Justice of the
Peace within his county: provided, if the lands do not
lie in the county of such Justice of the Peace, there
shall be affixed to his certificate of acknowledgment a
certificate of the Clerk of the proper county. under his
hand and the seal of the county, to the official capacity
of such Justice, and that the signature is the true sig-
nature of such Justice; before the Clerk of the Circuit
or District Court of the United States for the District
of Colorado, under the seal ot such court respectively.
In other of the United States and the Territoriex

thereof, before the Secretary of such State or Territory,
under the seal of such State or Territory; before the
clerk of any court of record of such State or Territory,
or of the United States within such State or Territory
having a seal, such clerk certifying the acknowledg-
ment under the seal of such Court; before any other
officer authorized by the laws of such foreign State or
Territory to take and certify such acknowledgment:
provided, there shall be affixed to the certificate of
such officer, a certificate by the Clerk of some court of
record of the county, city or district wherein such
officer resides, under the seal of such Court, that the
person certifying such acknowledgment is the officer
he assumes to be; that he has authority by the laws of
such State or Territory to take and certify such ac-
knowledgment, and that the signature of such officer
to the ce tificate of acknowledgment is the true signa-
ture of such officer; or before any Commissioner of
Deeds for such foreign State or Territory, "appointed
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under the laws of this State, such Commissioner cer-
tifying such acknowledgment under his hand and official
seal. When executed out of the United States: before
any court of record having a seal, the acknowledgment
beigg certified to by the Judge or Justice of such
Conrt, to have been made before such Court, and the
certificate being attested by the seal of such Court;
before the Mayor or other chief officer of a city or
town having a seal, such Mayor or officer certifying the
same under such seal; before any Consul of the
United States within such foreign country, he certify-
ing the acknowledgment under the seal of his
cousulate.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. ANy person or cor-
poration making an assignment of his or its estate,
for the benefit of creditors, the assignee nominated in
the deed of assignments, elected or appointed, shall
be required to pay in full from the proceeds of the
estate all moneys pona fide due to the servants, labor-
ers and employés of such assignor for their wages
accruing during the six months next preceding the
date of such assignment, but to exceed in no event the
sum of $50 to any one person, and then remaining un-
paid; all the residue of the proceeds of such estate,
shall be distributed ratably among all other creditors,
and any preference of one creditor over another,
except as above allowed, shall be entirely null and
void, anything in the deed of assignments to the con-
trary notwithstanding.

ATTACEMENTS. In actions on contracts, express or
implied, the plaintiff, at the time of issuing summons,
or at any time afterward before judgment, may have the
property of the defendant not exempt from cxecution
attached as security for any judgment that may be
rendered in such action, upon filing with the Clerk of
the Court the affidavit and bond herein described, un-
less the defendant shall give good and sufficient secu-
rity to secure the payment of such judgment.

The bond must be signed by sufficient sureties to be
approved by the Clerk of the Court (generally two free-
holders in this State are required), and be in a sum not
less than double the amount claimed by plaintiff; the
condition of the bond being that the plaintifi will pay
all costs that may be awarded to defendant and all
damages he,may sustain by reason of the attachment,
if the Court shall finally decide the plaintiff was not
entitled to the attachment.

The affidavit shall be made by the plaintiff, his agent
or attorney, or some credible person for him, and shall
set forth, in addition to the fact that defendant is in-
debted to plaintiff in a certain sum, stated, as near as
may be, upon contract, express or implied, one of the
following grounds of attachment: (1) That defendant
is not a resident of this State; (2) that defendant is a
foreign corporation; (3) that defendant is a corporation
whose chief office or place of business is out of this
State; (4) that the defendant conceals himself or stands
in defiance of an officer, so that process of law can not
be served upon him, or that the defendant has for
more than four months been abgent from the State, or
that for such length of time his whereabouts have been
nnknown, and that the indebtedness mentioned in the
aftfidavit has been due doring all said period; (5) that
the defendant isabout to remove hir property or effects,
or a material part thereof, out of this State, with intent
to defraud, or hinder or delay his creditors, orsome one
or more of them ; (6) that the defendant has fraudu-
lently conveyed or transferred, or assigned his property
or effects, g0 as to hinder or delay his creditors, or gome
one or more of them: (7) that the defendant has fraudu-
lently concealed or removed, or disposed of his property
or effects, so as to hinder or delay his creditors, or some
one or more of them; (8) that the defendant is about to
fraudulently convey or transfer, or assign his property
or effects, 8o as to hinder or delay his creditors, or some
one or more of them; (9) that the cefendant is about to
fraudulently conceal or remove, or dispose of his prop-
erty or effects, so as to hinder or delay his creditors; or
that such debtor has departed or is about to depart from
this State, with the intention of having his effects re-
moved from this State: (10) that the defendant has
failed or refused to pay the price or value of any article
or thing delivered to him, which he should have paid
for upon the delivery thereof; (11) that the defendant
has failed or refused to pay the price or value of any
work or labor doue or performed, or for any service ren-
dered by the plaintiff, at the instance of the defendant,
and which shonld have been paid at the completion of
such work or when services were fully rendered; (12)
that the defendant fraudulently contracted the debt, or
fraudulently incurred the liability respecting which the
suit is brought, or by false representations or false pre-
tenses or by any fraudulent conduct, procured money
or propelty of the plaintiff. The creditor may also have

an attachment in actions brought upon overdue promis-
sory notes, bills of exchange and other written instru-
ments for the direct payment of money and upon book
accounts.

Garnishee process will issue in aid of attachment
when property of the debtor is found in possession of
third persons. Writs of attachment may issue upon
debts or liabilities not yet due. if the affidavitin attach-
ment states any of the grounds aforesaid, except the
first, second and third. Where it appears necessary by
affidavit filed, the writ may be executed on Sunday.

Attaching creditors and judgment creditors, at the
same term of court, are entitled to a pro rata distribu-
tion of the attached propetty of the debtor. The de-
fendant may have the attached property released, by
executing an undertaking to the plaintifi with at least
two sureties, residents and freeholders, or householders
in this State, conditioned for the return of the property
or its value on demand if the attachment be not dis-
solved. In all cases of attachment any person other
than the defendant, claiming any of the property
attached or any interest therein, may intervene without
giving bail, but the property shall not thereby be
released; and the Court shall, upon due notice try the
rights of suchyintervenors.

CouRTs. United States Circuit and District Courts,
District of Colorado. Terms: At Denver, first Tues-
day in May and October; at Pueblo, first Tuesday in
March; at Del Norte, first Tuesday in September. Su-
preme Court of Colorado, consists of one Chief Justice
and two Associate Justices, has appellate jurisdiction
only, save in a few matters such as habeas corpus, man-
damus, etc. Terms, at Denver, first Tuesday in April
and December. District Courts, courts of general and
original jurisdiction, both in law and equity, and have
appellate jurisdiction in certain cases from the County
Courts and Justices of the Peace; also jusisdiction in
criminal cases—in capital cases exclugive. From one
to three regular terms are held in each of the several
counties in each year. County Courts have exclusive
probate jurisdiction and concurrent jurisdiction with
the District Courts in civil cases where the debt, dam-
ages, claim or amount in controversy does not exceed
two thousand dollars. Terms: In Arapahoe and some
few other counties, six terms are held yearly; in the
remaining counties, four. Criminal Courts. In Ara-
pahoe, Pueblo and Lake counties Criminal Courts have
jurisdiction concurrent with the District Courts in all
criminal cases not capital. Terms: Four terms in
each of said counties are held yearly. Superior Court
of Denver has original and concurrent jurisdiction
within the limits of the city of Denver with the District
Court in all civil causes, both in law and equity: al=o
the same appellate jurisdiction within said limits, in
gnch causes. as the District Court. Five terms are held
yearly. Besides the foregoing courts of record. there
are Justices of the Peace in the sgeveral countics having
civil jurisdiction where the amount involved does not
exceed three hundred dollars, besides certain criminal
jurisdiction.

Depositions. The deposition of a witness out of
the State shall be taken upon commigsion issued by
the Clerk of the Court under seal of the court where
the suit is pending, on the application of either party,
on five days’ previous notice to the other, which notice
shall be accompanied by a copy of the interrogatories to
be attached to the commigsion. It shall be issued to
a person agreed upon by the parties, or if they do not
agree, to any judge or Justice of the Peace selected
by the officer granting the commission, or to a commis-
sioner appointed by the Governor of the State to take
affiadvits sand depositions in other States and Territories,
or to a notary public. The adverse party may file and
have attached to the commission such cross-inter-
rogatories as he may desire. Parties may agree by
written stipulation to take the deposition orally. The
commis#on authorizes the Commiggioner to admin-
ister oaths; instructions for the taking of the deposi-
tion are printed on the back of the commission. De-
positions of resident witnesses in certain cases may be
taken either on written interrogations or orally.

ExecuTioNs may be issued from all courts immedi-
ately on entering judgment, and become a lien at once
on all personal property of defendant within the county.
When issued from a court of record, are returnable in
ninety days; from a Justice’s Court, thirty days; and
land on which defendant resides must be taken last.
Defendant or legal representative has gix months in
which to redeem lands gold under execution; judgment
creditors may redeem after six and within nine months.
Where execution is returned unsatisfied, judgment
debtor may be required to answer under oath touching
his property, and if it appears by affidavit that there
is danger of his absconding, he may be arrested and
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held to bail. There is no stay of execution except by
appeal. Where an award has been made and filed by
the successful party, with the Clerk of the District
Court, as a basis of a judgment, an execution may be
issued for its collection.

ExEmPrioNs. Homestead consisting of house and
lot or lots in any town or city, or of a farm of any num-
ber of acres, so that the value does not exceed $2,000,
when such homestead has been entered of record as
such, and is occupied by a householder, the head of a
family. Personal property exempt includes all wear-
Ing apparel of the debtor and his family, pictures,
school books and library, beds and bedding, stoves,
cooking utensils, and household furniture, not exceed-
ing $100; provisions for six months, tools, implements,
or stock in trade, up to $200; one cow and calf, ten
sheep and necessary food for six months; working
animalg, up to $200; the library and implements of a
professional man ap to $300. Persons not the heads
of families are entitled to tools, working animals, and
stock in trade, not exceeding $300 in value.

INTEREST. The legal rate where no agreement is
made is ten per cent. and the same is allowed on judg-
ments and county orders, and six per cent. on State
warrants. There are no usury laws.

JUDGMENTS are liens upon real estate within the
county as soon as abstracts thereof are filed of record
in the office of the County Recorder and not before, and
may be extended to other ¢counties by filing transcript
Lien continues gix years from entry of judgment, pro-
vided execution be issued on the judgment within one
year.

LiMITATIONS To Surrs. The Act which went into
effect May 15, 1879, provides that an action accrued out
of the State upon a contract or agreement, express
or implied, or upon any sealed instrument or judgment
of any court more than six years before commencement
of the action, is barred. On'notes, accounts, bonds, eties
when the cause of action accrued within the State, the
limit is six years. Bills for relief on the ground of
fraud, must be filed within three years from discovering
the fraud.

MARRIED WOMEN rctain their separate property, real
and personal, owned at marriage or acquired thereafter
by gift, devise, descent, or bequest—including presents
from the husband—for their own separate use, and not
liable for their husbands’ debts. They may carry on
trade or business, sue and be sued, contract debts, and
execute promissory notes, bonds, bills of exchange,
and other instruments, precisely as if sole, and may
convey real estate without the husband joining in the
deed. In all actions against a married woman, except
as touching her separate property, the husband must
be joined as a co-defendant. A married woman may
make a will, but can not bequeath more than half her
property away from her husband without his consent in
writing. Dower is abolished, and the estate of an in-
testate descends to the surviving wife or husband
where there are no children, or descendants of children;
in other cases survivor takes one-half, subject to pay-
ment of debts. The husband can not by will deprive his
wife of over one-half of his property. A married woman
can sue and be sued the same as if she were sole.

MoRrtaAGES. There are no statutory provisions ex-
cept as to foreclosure and redemption from sale, the

same time being allowed for redemption as in sales
under execution. Trust deeds are common, and lands
or real estate sold by a trustee under a deed of trust are
not redeemable. Chattel mortgages, to be valid as to
third parties, must be acknowledged before some offi-
cer authorized to take the acknowledgment of deeds
to real estate, and recorded in the Recorder’s office, un-
less possession of the chattels actually passes. They
may be given for a term of two years, and, after default,
mortgagee must not delay in taking possession, or his
lien will be invalidated as to third parties.

NorEs AND BrLLs oF EXCHANGE. Promigsory notes,
due bills, bonds, and other instruments in writing, are
negotiable by indorsement, and if made payable to a
person or bearer, donot pass by delivery only, but must
be assigned by indorsement, so as absolutely to vest
the property in each assignee successively. Asgignee
must use due diligence against the maker before he
can hold the assignor liable. Three days of grace are
allowed on notes and bills, except drafts payable at
sight, and checks for funds deposited subject to draft
at sight. Paper maturing on Sunday, Fourth of July,
Christmas, or any day set apart by the President of the
United States, or the Governor, as a day of fasting or
thanksgiving, is deemed to fall due the previous day,
and may be presented and protested accordingly. Pro-
test is necessary on bills of exchange drawn by parties
in the State on parties residing without the State, for
non-acceptance or non-payment; and the drawer or
indorser thereof, due notice being given of such non-
acceptance or non-payment, must pay said bill, with
legal interest thereon from the time such bill ought to
have heen paid, and ten per cent. damages in ad(ﬁtion,
together with the costs and charges of protest.

Surrs. There is but one form of civil action, com-
menced in courts of record by filing a written com-
plaint with the Clerk, and in Justice’s Courts by sum-
mons, stating amount of demand. Summons must be
issued within one month from filing complaint, and de-
fendant is required to answer or stand default within
ten days, if served within the county; twenty days
within the district but outside the county, and forty
days elsewhere in the State. Service may be had by
publication where defendant resides out of the State,
or has departed from it, or conceals himself, or can not
be found. In Justice’s Court, service must be had three
days before return day, which is fixed at five days from
the issuance of summons. Non-residents must give
security for costs at the time of commencing action.

TAXES are a perpetual lien on real estate until paid.
It is the duty of persons subject to taxation to attend
at the Treasurer's office and pay their State and county
taxes between November 1 and December 30 of each
year, and after January 1 taxes draw interest at the rate
of twenty-five per cent. per annum. Real estate delin-
quent is advertised in April by the County Treasurer
and soldin June. May be redeemed in three years by
payment of amount for which it was sold, with interest
as above, and penalty of fifteen per cent, additional if
redeemed within three months; twenty-five per cent.
over three months and within a year; forty per cent.
over one year and within two, and fifty per cent. if over
two and within three years, with all subsequent taxes
paid by purchaser, and twenty-five per cent. interest per
annum thereon.

CONNECTICUT.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds of land must be in writ-
ing, subscribed and sealed by the grantor, attested by
two witnesses, and acknowledged by the grantor to be
his free act and deed, if in this State, before a Judge of
a court of reco~d of this State or of the United States,
Justice of the Peace, Commissioner of the School
Fuund, Commissioner of the Superior Court, Clerk of
the Superior Court or Court of Common Pleas or
District Court, Notary Public, Town Clerk or Assist-
ant Town Clerk ; if in any other State or Territory
of the United States, before a Commissioner appointed
by the Governor of this State and residing therein, or
any officer authorized to take the acknowledgment of
deeds in such State or Territory ; and if in a foreign
country, before any Consul of the United States or
Notary Public or Justice of the Peace in such foreign
country.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENcCY. Voluntary assign-
ments in insolvency can be made by any debtor to a

trustee of his own selection, subject to the substitution
of another bv the Probate Court, if deemed proper.
Assigning debtor must lodge with Court of Probate,
within five days after assignment, a list verified under
oath of his creditors and schedule of his property.
[Public Acts, 1880, p. 523.] A creditor for over $100,
having bronught suit and finding no property to attach,
may apply to the Probate Court for the appointment of
a trustee in insolvency of the debtor’s estate. A hear-
ing is had, and, if the petition is granted, trustee takes
all debtor’s estate not exempt; and all incomplete levies
or attachments on mesne process commenced within
sixty days previous, are dissolved. Three to fix months
are allowed to prove claims, which are passed upon by
commissioners appointed for that purpose. The debtor
receives an allowance for his support and that of his
family, and if the estate pays seventy per cent. of all
claims proved, he obtains a full discharge. Debtors may
be arrested in actions for fraud or torts, and can give bail
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to the officer making the arrest, for their appearance be-
fore the court to which the writ for arrest is returnable.
A debtor committed to jail on civil process can be re-
leased on taking an oath that he has not any real or per-
sonal estate in possession, reversion or remainder, of
the value of $17 in the whole, or sufficient to pay the
demand for which he is imprisoned, except what 1s by
law exempted from being taken on execution; and that
he has not, directly or indirectly, sold, or otherwise
disposed-of, all or any part of his estate, thereby to
secure the same, or to receive or expect any profit or
advantage therefrom, or to defraud or deceive his credit-
ors. The debtor will not be released if his oath is
overcome by rebutting evidence. All debts due any
laborer or mechanic for personal wages for labor per-
formed within three months next preceding the assign-
ment are to be paid in full to the amount of $100, before
the general liabilities of the debtor are paid.

ATTACHMENT is served by attaching goods or lands of
defendant, or, if none be found, by attaching the per-
son when liable. Non-resident plaintiff must furnish
bond for costs. Goods concealed in hands of agents,
or debts due to the defendant, are reached by foreign
attachment, which takes the place of garnishment. No
assignment of future earnings will prevent their at-
tachment when earned unless made to secure a bona
fide debt, due at the date of such assignment, the
amount of which shall be stated therein as nearly as
possible, nor unless the term for which they are
assigned shall be definitely limited in the assignment,
nor unless recorded, before such attachment in the
Town Clerk’s office in the town where the assignor
resides, or if he reside without the State in the town
where the employer resides and a copy left with the
employer. [Public Acts, 1878, p. 263.]

Courts. 7erms and Jurisdiction. Superior Court
holds from two to four terms per year in each county
for the trial of civil causes, and has exclusive jurisdic-
tion in all law and equity cases exceeding $500. Court
of Common Pleas in Hartford, Fairfield, New London
and New Haven counties. has exclusive law and equity
jurisdiction above $100 and below $500, and in New
Haven, Fairfield and Hartford counties only, concur-
rent jurisdiction with the Superior Court above $500
and up to $1,000. Four terms each year are held in each
of the counties named. District Court has jurisdiction
in Litchfield county up fo $1,000, and there are City
Courts with limited civil jurisdiction in many of the
cities. Probate Courts deal with the settlement of
estates and insolvency proceedings, and Justices of
the Peace have civil jurisdiction up to $100.

ExEcuTioNs issue on the return of final judgment,
and are returnable within sixty days. No execution

_issued in an action founded on contract merely can be

levied on the body of the debtor except for breach of
promise of marriage, misconduct orneglect in office or
professional employment, or breach of trust. Real es-
tate levied on must be appraised by three indifferent
persons. Stay of execution only on appeal, orin special
causes atdiscretion of court.

Exemprions. No Homestead law. Of the property of
any one person, his necessary apparel and bedding
and household furniture necessary for supporting life;
arms, military equipments, uniforms or musical in-
struments owned by any member of the militia for
military purposes; any pension moneys received from
the United States while in the hands of the pensioner;
implements of the debtor’s trade, his library not ex-
ceeding $500 in value; one cow not exceeding $150 in
value; any number of sheep not exceeding ten nor ex-
ceedingin all $150 in value; two swine and the pork
produced from two swine, or two swine and two hun-
dred pounds of pork ; poultry not exceeding $25in value:
certain specified family stores; the horse of any practic-
ing physician or surgeon of a value not exceeding $200,
and his saddle, bridle, harness and buggy; one boat used
in the business of planting or taking oysters or clams,
or shad, with the gailg, tackle, rigging and implements
used in said business not exceeding in value $200; one
sewing machine in use; one pew in church in use, and
lots in burying ground, appropriated by its owner for
the burial place of any person or family; o much of
any debt which has accrued by reason of the personal
gervices of the debtor as shall not exceed $10, or if he
have a wifeor family as shall not exceed $25, and all
benefits allowed by any association of persons in this
State toward the support of its members, incapacitated
by sickness or infirmity, shall be exempted from for-
eign attachment or execution, provided that in suits
brought to recover any debt for house rent, provisions,
wearing apparel or fuel, $10 only shall be exempted,
and three dollars only shall be exempted for debts for
personal board furnished for the debtor or his family.
Minors’ wages to amount of $10 exempt, but no exemp-

tion when debt is for personal board or necessaries
furnished minor or parents of said minor. [Public
Acts, 1880, p. 540.]

INTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent.; no penalty for
usury.

JUDGMENTS carry six per cent. interest, but are not
liens, and execution may be had at any time during the
life of both parties. Judgment may be obtained with-
in the first three days of term to which suit is brought,
unless debtor makes reasonable defense. Certificate of
judgment may be recorded by judgment creditor or his
assignee in town clerk’s office, and such judgment from
the time of filing such certificate ghall constitute a lien
upon the real estate described in such certificate, and if
such lien be placed uponreal estate attached in the suit
upon which such judgment was predicated and within
four months after such judgment was rendered, it shall
hold from the date of such attachment. Such lien may be
foreclosed or redeemed in the same manner as mortgages
upon the same estate. [Public Acts, 1878, page 293.]

LiMITATIONS TO SUITS. Open accounts and contracts
not under seal, six years; instruments in writing and
promissory notes not negotiable, seventeen years; ex-
press contracts not specified, and of which there is no
written memorandum, three years. Usual exceptions
in fayor ot married women, minors, lunatics, and those
imprisoned. The time during which the party against
whom there may be such cause of action shall be with-
out the State, shall be excluded from the computation.
Title to real estate by adverse possessgion may be gained
in fifteen years.

MARRIED WOMEN. By a law passed in 1877, neither
husband nor wife shall acquire any interest in the
estate of the other by force of a marriage contracted
subsequent to April 20, 1877, except as to the share of
the survivor in the property of the other; and in such a
marriage, the separate earnings of the wife shall beher
sole property, and the wife shall have power to make
contracts with third persons, and to convey to them her
real or personal estate in the same manner as if she
were unmarried. All her property shall be liable to be
taken for her debts in the same manner and to the same
extent as if she was unmarried—except that the prop-
erty of the husband, when found, shall be first applied
to satisfy liabilities incurred for the support of the
family. On the death of the husband or wife, the sur-
vivor, (except where by a written contract made before
marriage, or after, either party has received from the
other what was intended as a provision in lieu of the
statutory share) shall be entitled to the use for life of
one-third in value of all the property, real or personal,
owned by the other at the time of his or her decease,
after the payment of all debts and charges allowed
against the estate. The right to such third can not be
defeated by will. Where there is no will the survivor
shall take such third absolutely, and if there are no
children, shall take one-half absolutely.

In cases of marriages contracted prior to April 20,
1877, the husband and wife may enter into a written
contract for the mutual abandonment of all rights of
either in the property of the other under previous
statutes, or at common law, and for the acceptance in-
stead thereof of the rights given by act of 1877, and
when such contract is recorded in the Probate Court of
the district and the Town Clerk’s office in the town
where they reside, the provisions of act of 1877 shall
apply to such marriages.

In marriages contracted prior to April 20, 1877, the
wife remains under the same disabilities as before
the law of 1877 was passed, (unless written contract
is made and recorded as above mentioned), that is, her
husband must join her in all conveyances of her estate,
and an action can be sustained against her only for
torts committed by her and upon contracts made by
her, upon her personal credit, and for the benefit of
herself, her family or her joint or separate estate.
Contracts which by express agreement charge estate
held to her sole and separate use may be enforced
against such estate. Her property is not liable for her
husband’s debts nor can his interest in her estate be
taken for his debts. Any married woman may make a
will subject to the marital rights of her husband.

Dower exists only in real estate of which the hus-
band was seized at his death.

The husband acquires a right to the use of all the
land of his wife during her life, and if he has a child
by her, and survives her, then during his own life as
tenant by curtesy.

Personal property of any woman married since
June 22d, 1849, and before April 20, 1877, vests in her
husband as trustee, to use the income during his life,
subject to the duty of expending what may be neces-
gary of such income for the support of his wife during
her life and of their children during their minority, and




40 COMMERCIAL LAWS.

of expending any part of the principal that may be
necessary for the support of the wife, or otherwise
with her written assent.

Upon the death ot the husband the remainder to be
transferred to the wife if living, otherwise as the wife
may by will have directed, or in default of such will, to
those entitled by law to succeed to her intestate estate.

Married woman may be executrix, trustee or guardian
without consent of her husband, and the husband is not
liable for her acts and defaults unless such acis are
by his express direction. Any married woman over
the person and estate of whose husband a conservator
has been appointed, while such appointment is unre-
voked, may leare, sell, convey and have and exercise
all rights in and concerning her estate in the same man-
ner as if she were unmarried. [Pablic Acts, 1881, p. 93.]

MorraAGES of real estate are execuled, acknowl-
edged and recorded in the same manner as deeds, and
are foreclosed by bill in equity. The equity of redemp-
tion exists tor a limited time fixed by the court (usual-
ly from two to six months). Chattel mortgages to be
good against third parties, where the mortgagor retains
possession, must be executed, acknowledged and
recorded as mortgages of land, and can only be made
of the following described personal property—with or
without the real estate in which the same is situated or
used—namely: machinery, engines or implements sit-
uated and used in any manufacturing or mechanical
establishment; machinery, engines, implements, cases,
types, cuts or plates situated and used in any printing,
publishing or engraving establishment, household fur.
niture in a dwelling house used by the owner therein in
housekeeping; hay and tobacco in the leat in any
hnilding. Piano, organ, melodeon, and any musical
instrument used by an orchestra or band. [Public Acts,
1881, p. 79.] Hotel keepers may mortgage the furni-
ture, fixtures and other personal chattels contained ana
used in the hotels occupied by them or employed in
connection therewith. Chattel mortgages are tore-
closed by sale under order of court.

NoTEs AND BiLrs oF EXCHANGE. No days of grace,
unless specified, are allowed on non-negotiable notes,
or on paper payable at sight or on demand. Promis-
sory notes, made payable to order or bearer, for the
payment of money, alone are negotiable. A negotiable
promissory note payable on demand is regarded as
dishonored if unpaid four months after date. Demand
and reasonable notice are necessary to bind indorsers.
Notes or bills talling due upon any holiday, to wit: 1st
of January, 22d of February, 30th of May, 4th of July,
December 25th, Thanksgiving, or Fast Days, are pre-
sentable for payment or acceptance on the secular day
next preceding such holiday. Damages for protested
bills, foreign, are from two to eight per cent., according
to location of State where protested.

Suirs. Process in civil actions is by summons or
attachment. All processes before the Superior Court,
District Court, or Court of Common Pleas, must be
served at least twelve days before the session of the
court; in Court of Common Pleas for New Haven
county, where defendants reside in town of New
Haven, service made six days inclusive before the ses-
gion of the court is sufficient; before a Justice, six
days. Where there is process of garnishment, gar-
nishee must be served with copy of writ twelve days
betfore session of the court, whether Justice or other
court.

Taxes. Land may be sold for delinquent taxes after
due advertising, only so much being sold as is neces-
sary to pay taxes and costs. Owner has one year in
which to redeem, by paying the purchase money, with
twelve per cent. interest. Any mortgagee or creditor
of the owner may redeem within the year, and may hold
the estate as security for the purchase money and in-
terest as aforesaid. Taxes shall not be held to consti-
tute-a lien upon lands for a greater sum than the taxes
assessed upon such lands, so far as mortgagees are con-
cerned, whose title existed prior to the laying of said
taxes.

DAKOTA.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS of deeds or instruments within
the Territory may be made before a Justice or Clerk of
the Supreme Court, and within the judicial district,
county subdivision, or city for which the officer was
elected or appointed, before the Judge or Clerk of any
court of record, Mayor, Justice of the Peace, Register
of Deeds, or Notary Public, or U. S. Circuit or District
Court Commissioner. If without the Territory, be-
fore any Judge or Clerk of a court of record of the
United States, or any State or Territory, Notary Public
or Commisgioner of Deeds. In foreign countries, be-
fore a Minister, Commissioner, Diplomatic or Consular
Agent of the United States, ora Judge or Notary Public
of said country. Letters patentfrom the United States
and final Receiver’s receipts from the United States
Land Offices may be recorded without acknowledg-
ment or further proof.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSoLVENCY. Insolvent debtor
may in good faith make assignment in trust for benefit
of creditors which may provide for any subsisting lia-
bility of the assignor, whether absolute or contingent.
Such assignmentis subject to provisions of the code
relative to trusts and fraudulent transfers. Any debtor
may make assignment, without preference of creditors,
but is not relieved from liability for any unpaid balance
to his creditors.

ATTACHMENT process igsues at the time of granting
the summons or at any time afterward in actions on
contracts for the recovery of money only, or for wrong-
ful conversion of personal property, against a foreign
corporation or non-resident defendant, or when defend-
ant has absconded or concealed himself, or has assigned,
dispoged of, or secreted his property, or is about to do
g0 with intent to defraud creditors, or that thé debt
was incurred from property obtained under false pre-
tenses. Plaintiff must make affidavit and furnish bond
in not less than $250 and equal to the amount specified
in District Courts, and at least $50 and not exceeding
$300 in Justice’s Courts. Real and personal property,
debts, moneys, credits and bank-notes may be attached
or levied on under execution, but there is no process
of garnishment.

Courts. 7Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
have exclusive chancery and common law jurisdiction
above $100, and where title to real property is con-

cerned. Courts sit twice a year in nearly all the
counties. Probate Courts hold six terms a year, and
are always open for business. Justice’s jurisdiction,
$100. District Courts have also concurrent jurisdic-
tion with Justice’s Courts for sums less than $100.

ExeEmPrioNs. Homestead; one acre if within a town
plat and 160 acres if not, with house and appurtenances,
unlimited in value. Exemption is absolute except
as to taxes, laborers or mechanics’ wages or for phy-
sicians’ services, mechanics’ lien for work on the
homestead, and debts created for the purchase thereof.
Personal property exempt, $1,500, besides wearing
apparel, books to $100, provisions for one vear, family
pictures, ete.

ExEcuTioNs issue as of course at any time within
five years after judgment, and must be returned with-
in sixty days. Lands levied on need not be appraised,
but notice of sale must be given. Same provisions ap-
ply in Justice’s Courts as to levy, etc., on personal prop-
erty. Thereismno staylaw, and execution can only be
stayed by order of the court for irregularity, by in-
Junction, or by appeal with security given. Real estate
sold under execution may be redeemed within one year.

INTEREST. Legal rate seven per cent., but parties
may contract in writing for twelve per cent, except
in the counties of Lawrence, Pennington, Custer,
Mandan and Forsyth, where the usury law does not
apply and any rate of interest may be charged as may
be agreed upon. Usury forfeits all interest. Interest
on open accounts runs from date ot last item charged,
whether debit or credit. Legal rate allowed on judg-
ments.

JUDGMENTS of courts of record are a lien on all real
estate except the homestead for ten years from time
such judgment is docketed in the Clerk’s office of the
county where the land is situated, and, by having execu-
tion issued every five years, are good for twenty years.
In courts of record may be obtained within thirty days
after service of summons and complaint; in Justice’s
Courts, four days, where no defense is interposed.

Livirations. Personal actions, two years; on con-
tracts or obligations, six years; on sealed instruments,
judgments or decrees of any court, and in real actions,
twenty years.

MARRIED WOMEN retain their own real and personal
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and may make contracts, sue and be sued
Neither husband nor wife has any interest
Dower and curtesy are

property,
as if sole.
in the property ot the other.
abolished.

MoRrTGAGEsS of realty must be in writing, with the
formalities required in case of a grant of real estate.
Wife need not join except in mortgage of homestead.
If containing power of sale, may be foreclosed by adver-
tisement without intervention of court. Mortgagee
has possession of the premises during the year of re-
demption after sale. Chattel mortgages are void as
against creditors and subsequent purchasers in good
faith unless filed in office of Register of Deeds within
the county.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExcnaNGgE. Three days of
grace allowed on all bills of exchange or sight drafts,
whether foreign or domestic, and on ail promissory
notes. bills of exchange and drafts, on the tace ot which
time is specified, and notes on demand for payment of
same. Acceptances must be in writing by the drawee
or an acceptor for honor. To hold indorser the instru-
ment must be presented on the day of maturity, and
notice of dishonor given. Damages are allowed in fa-
vor of holders for value on bills of exchange drawn or
negotiated within the Territory and protested for non-
acceptance or non-payment. Apparent maturity ot a

non-interest bearing sight or demand note is ten
days after date, in addition to the time required for
transmission; on interest-bearing notes, one year
from date.

Surrs. Actions in courts of record are commenced by
summons, and service may be made by leaving copy
with defendant in person or by delivering a copy to a
member of defendant’s family (at the defendant’s
dwelling house) over the age of 14 years, or, it de-
fendant is non-resident, by publication. All civil ac-
tions must be prosecuted in the name of the real party
in interest.

TAXES become due and payable on the first day of
November, and delinquent on the first Monday of Febru-
ary tollowing, and draw ten per cent. interest, to which
five per cent. penalty is added on the amount unpaid
and one per cent. per month thereafter until paid, these
penalties being added on the first day of each month.
Lands are sold on first Monday in October follow-
ing, and may be redeemed within two years, by pay-
ment of purchase money and interest at the rate of
thirty per cent. per annum and all taxes subsequently
paid. Taxes become alien on real property on Novem-
ber 1st of each year, if not paid before that time, and
collectors may proceed to enforce collection on and
after January 1st following the levy, by distress and sale.

DELAWARE,

AcENOWLEDGMENTS of deeds in foreign countries
may be taken before any Consular or Commercial Agent
of the United States, and in other States and Territo-
ries before any Commissioner of Deeds for Delaware,
whose seal must be engraved so as to show the date of
his appointment and term, or before a Judge of any of
the Federal Courts; or of a court of record of any State,
Territory, or county; or the Mayor of any city. One
witness is necessary to a deed.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLvENCY. There is a domes-
tic insolvent law, providing for a full surrender and
equal distribution of all property, but it is very seldom
used, and there is no provision in the Act for the dis-
charge of the debtor upon his making an assignment.
The assignee must file a schedule of property assigned
within thirty days, and two appraisers are then ap-
pointed by the Chancellor. Assignments must be for
benefit of all creditors alike.

ATTACHMENT. Foreign attachment may issue against
foreign corporations and against a person not an in-
habitant of the State, and domestic attachments may
issue when the debtor can not be found ; in both cases
upon an affidavit of the creditor or some credible per-
son for him, setting forth the above facts. Wages are
exempt from attachment of any and all kinds in New
Castle county. No capias may be issued against the
body of any debtor, until an execution against his
goods has been returned unsatisfied.

Courts. 7Terms and Jurisdiction. The different
Courts of the State are as follows :

Court of Error and Appeals. Regular term at Dover,
second Tuesday in June.

Court of Chancery —Regular Terms — New Castle
county at New Castle, on the third Monday in Feb-
ruary and first Monday in September.

Kent County at Dover, first Tuesday after the fourth
Monday in March, and fourth Monday in September.

Sussex County at Georgetown, second Monday in
March and third Monday in September.

Orphans’ Court—Terms are identical with those of
the Court of Chancery.

Supreme Court, Oyer and Terminer and Court of
General Sessions of the Peace and Jail Delivery.

Jurisdiction—The Superior Court has jurisdiction in
all civil cases.

Regular Terms—EKent, fourth Monday in April and
October.

Sussex - Second Monday in April and October.

New Castle— Second Monday after commencement of
April term in Kent, and fourth Monday in November.
Justice’s jurisdiction, $100.

ExEcuTIioNs are alien upon personalty from the time
the Sheriff receives the writ, if actual levy be made
within sixty days thereafter. Lien remains in [orce
three years. Saleis made thirty days after levy, and after
exhaustion of personalty inquigition is held on lands.
There is no redemption on property sold under execu-
tion or mortgage. Stay of six months is granted in

courts of record, upon judgments recorded, for want of
aftidavit of defense, provided security be given within
twenty days after judgment. In Magistrate’s or Jus-
tice’s courts six months stay, upon defendant pleading
his freehold; nine months, upon his giving security.

ExeEmpTioNS. No homestead law. Family pictures,
Bible, and library; lot in burial ground and pew in
church; all wearing apparel, sewing machines in pri-
vate families, and tools not to exceed $75. In addition,
debtor, where head of a family, may claim $200 of per-
sonal propertly.

INTEREsT. The legal rate is six per cent., and the
penalty for usury is forfeiture of the entire sum.

JupeMENTS of courts of record are a lien on real
estate of defendant within the county, from time of
entry. Foreign judgments have no force except as
evidence, and new suits must be brought. Judgments
in courts of record may, in absence of defendaut, be
recovered at first term after suit is brought, and, in
Justice’s Courts, immediately npon return of summons,
after proper proof of claim.

Limi1ATioNs To SuiTs. Open accounts and contracts
not in writing, three years; contracts in writing, six
years ; sealed instruments, judgments, decrees, and
real actions, twenty years. Revivor: Directacknowl-
edgment or distinct admission of the debt. Claims
aqainst deceased persons. One year from the date of the
granting of letters is allowed for the settling of the es-
tate. The proofs of claims by residents and non-
residents are the same. Upon giving the requisite
gecurity within the State, a non-resident may act as
executor or administrator.

MARRIED WOMEN retain their real and personal prop-
erty owned at marriage (where married since April 9,
1873) or received from any person other than the hus-
band. May receive wages for their personal labor, and
prosecute and defend suits for preservation and pro-
tection of their own property, as if unmarried, and the
rents, issues and profits of their separate estate are not
controllable by the husband. Dower: The widow is
entitled to one-third part ofall the lards and tenements
whereof her husband was seized at any time during her
marriage, unless she shall have relinquished such
right for and during the term of her natuiral life. I[ her
husband die without issue or the children of issue. she
takes a moiety instead of a third part of the real estate.
A married woman of the age of twenty-one and up-
wards may dispose of her property, both real and per-
sonal, by will, provided her husband give his consent
under his hand and seal, in the presence of two witness-
es. Two or more witnesses are necessary for a will.

MEecuaNIcs’ LiEN LAw. Any person who has fur-
nished material or performed work to an amount ex-
ceeding twenty-five dollars may obtain a lien. Claim
may be filed within six months from the completion of
the building.

MorTGcAGES are executed and acknowledged in the
game manner as deeds. Theycontain no power of sale,
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and are forecloscd by intervention of a court. There is
no redemption of property sold on execution or mort-
gage. Chattel mortgages are a valid lien for three
years when recorded within ten days after acknowl-
edgment. Deeds must be recorded within one year
after the sealing or delivery thereof. A scroll answers
for a seal, and one witness is sufficient to a deed. A
husband should join in a conveyance of his wife's
property in order to bar his right as tenant by curtesy.
The certificate of acknowledgment must show that the
wife relinquishes her dower.

NoTrES AND BiLLs or ExcHANGE. All checks, notes,
drafts, or foreign or inland bills of exchange, payable
without time, or at sight, are due and payable on pre-
sentation, without grace. But grace is allowed (three
days) on all paper payable at a different time from its
date, or upon a particular day named. To hold in-
dorser, note must be duly presented, and notice of dis-
honor given to indorser. When due on February 22,
July 4, and Christmas day, must be presented on pre-
vious day.

REvIsioN. The Revised Code was adopted 1852; re-

published, with amendments, 1874. Reports: Har-
rington’s reports, five volumes; Houston’s, four
volumes. Practice is under the common law modified
by statute.

Surr may be commenced by capiag, summons, and
(where defendant is non-resident) by attachment of
property. Summons in Justice’s Courts may be issued
forthwith, and are returnuble within fiftecn days from
date of issue. In Superior Court the summons must
be served personally on debtor before court sits, or by
leaving a copy of the summons at his usual place of
abode, in presence of some white adult person, six days
before court sits. Service by publication allowed in
the Court of Chancery only. -

TaxEs not paid within fen days after demand, may
be collected by distress and sale of personalty, on ten
days’ notice. Tenant’s personal property may be sold
for taxes delinquent on the land, or where landlord is
non-resident or a minor, and if not thus collectible,
land may be sold. The owner, or his legal representa-
tves, may redeem within two years, on payment of
purchase money and twenty per cent. interest.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS in the United Stat.s and Terri-
tories may be taken before the Judge of any court of
record of the United States, State or Territory, any
Justice of the Peace, Notary Public, or Commissioner
of Deeds. In foreign countries, before any Judge or
Chancellor, Master in Chancery, Notary Public, or
Diplomatic or Consular officer of the United States.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsOLVENCY. No insolvent laws
in force. N6 assignment made by any person who at
the time thereof is beyond the limits of the District, is
valid until assignee gives approved bond to pay all
debts due by assignor at time of assignment, to resi-
dents of the District to the extent of the funds received
by the assignee under such assignment.

ATTACHMENT process may be obtained in any ac-
tion for debt where defendant is non-resident, evades
process, or is removing or concealing property, but
creditor’s affidavit must be supported by the testimony
of at least one witness who can swear to the facts of his
own knowledge. Crediter must also give bond, with
one or more sureties, for all costs and damages which
may accrue by reason of wrongful suing out of attach-
ment. Defendant, or his attorney, may file atidavit
traversing that of plaintiff, and the issue will be tried
by a Judge in chambers, on three days’ notice. Gar-
nishment process is governed by the same rules. No
person can be held to bail in a civil suit, or imprisoned
for debt.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Court
holds term on first Mondays in June and December:
Circuit Courts three times a year, with special terms
each month, except August. Supreme Court holds
three general terms yearly, and has general jurisdiction
in law and equity. There is a court having probate ju-
risdiction, from which appeals lie to the Circuit Court,
Justice’s Courts have exclusive jurisdiction up to $50,
and concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Courts up
to $100.

ExecutioNs issue forthwith, unless motion is made
to vacate or set aside judgment, or appeal is taken. To
stay execution, appellant must give supersedeas bond,
with one or more sureties, to be approved by the Court,
conditioned for the faithfal performance of such judg-
ment a8 may be pronounced by the Apellate Court.
No redemption of property sold under execution.

ExEMPTIONS. No homestead law. Personal property
exempt, except for servants’ or laborers’ wages due,
includes: Wearing apparel; household furniture to
the value of $300; provisions and fuel for three months;
mechanics’ tools, or implements of any trade, to the
value of ¥200, with stock to the same amount; the li-
brary or implements of a professional man or artist, to
the value of $300; a farmer’s team and other utensils
to the value of $100; family pictures and library to the
value of $400. Under an Act approved June 19, 1878,
the earnings (not to exceed $100 per month) of all actual
residents of the District, who are married or supporting
their families within said District, are exempt from at-

tachment, levy, seizure or sale under process. This
Act does not apply to debts, contracts, notes or judg-
ments existing at the time of its passage.

INTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent. Parties may
stipulate in writing for ten per cent. Usury forfeits all
interest, and if more than the legal rate be paid, the
whole interest may be recovered by suit brought with-
in one year.

JUDGMENTS of Supreme Court are liens on real estate
from date of rendition, and on personalty from issue of
execution. Such liens must be enforced within twelve
years, and may be revived by scire facias within that
period for another twelve years. Judgments of Jus-
tice’s Courts are not liens on real estate until after
return nwlla bona, and filing of judgment in Supreme
Court.

LiMITATIONS TO SUITS. Actions of account, or simple
contract, note or book account, or debt not of specialty,
detinue, replevin, and trespass, must be brought with-
in three years; on specialties, twelve years. Deeds of
trust are not barred until after twenty years. Persons
under legal disabilities have time after removal of such
disabilities, in which to commence suit.

MARRIED WOMEN retain their separate estate, owned
at time of marriage, or acquired thereafter in any man-
ner otherwise than by gift or conveyance from the
husband, as absolutely as if unmarried, Any married
woman may contract and sue and be sued in her own
name, in all matters relating to her sole and scparate
property, but those only, in the same manner as if she
were unmarried; but neither her husband nor his prop-
erty shall be bound by any such contract, nor be liable
for any recovery against her in any suit. She hasbeen
held liable for furniture bought by her for her own
houee. Execution of judgment may be enforced aganst
her separate estate. The earringsof amarried woman
are the property of her husband.

MoRTGAGES are almost unknown, their place being
taken by deeds of trust conferring power on trustee to
sell property ondefault of payment of the debt or inter-
est. Wife must join in deed of trust on real estate in
order to bar her dower. Deeds of trust on real estate
take effect, as to third parties, from the date of their
record. Chattel deeds of trust must be recorded with-
in twenty days from the date of their execution. Wife
must join in such deeds in order to convey exempted
property.

NoreEs AND BriLs oF ExcHANGE. No grace allowed
on sight drafts; three days on all other commercial

aper.

: Suits. Actions are begun by filing bill, petition,
declaration, or information, and depositing $10 for
costs. First Tuesday of every month is return day and
appearance day for parties. ‘‘To obtain a judgment at
law by default on any rule day, declaration, supported
by affidavit, must be filed, and process served at least
twenty days before such rule day.”
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FLORIDA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds to freehold, or interest
therein for a term of over two years, must be in writing,
sealed and delivered in the presence of two witnesses.
Transfers, re-grants and releases subject to same rules.
In case a deed, mortgage or other instrument shall be
executed in another State, the acknowledgment may
be made before any Judge or Clerk of a court of record,
Notary Public, Justice of the Peace, or other officer
authorized by the laws of such State to take acknowl-
edgment of deeds therein, or before any Commissioner
appointed by the Governor for that purpose. All dceds
of conveyance, mortgage or transfer of interest in
real estate must be signed by husband and wife, and
the wife’s acknowledument separately taken. The
signatures of parties to the instrument must be wit-
nessed by two persons, who will sign as witnesses.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. No laws relating to
insolvency. Debtors may assign their property with
or without preference.

ATTACHMENT process may issue upon affidavit
made before the proper officer, setting forth amount
actually due; that plaintiff has reason to believe de-
fendant will fraudulently part with his property before
judgment can be obtained, or is actually removing his
property, or should he remove it out of the State, or
reside beyond the Jimits thereof, or is actually remov-
ing out of the State, or absconds or conceals himself,
or is secreting property or fraudulently disposing of
game, or actually removing beyond the Judicial Circuit
in which he, she or they reside. Plaintiffmust give bond,
with two securities, in at least double the debt or sum
demanded. No arrest allowed in civil actions, and on
imprisonment for debt except in case of fraud. Gar-
nishee process issues on judgment rendered. Writs of
garnishment may also be issued at commencement of
suit or at any time afterward, provided the plaintiff, his
agent or attorney, will make affidavit that he does not
believe the defendant will have in his possession,
within the State and county, property subject to execu-
tion sufficient to satisfy the judgment he expects to
obtain.

CourTs. Circuit Courts hold two terms a year in
each county, and have original jurisdiction in all equity
cases, algo in all cases at law involving over $100.
County Courts at all times open for probate business,
have full probate powers. Justice’s jurisdiction, $100.
County Judges are also ex officio Justices of the Peace.

EXEcUTIONS are returnable when satisfied, Sheriff
reporting progress at each term. Sale day first Mon
day in each month. No stay law. No redemption on
property sold under execution.

ExesmprioNs. Homestead of 160 acres of land, and
improvements, if in the country; a residence and one-
half acre of ground, if in a village or city, together
with $1,000 worth of personal property. No property

is exempt from sale for taxes, or for obligations con-
tracted for its purchase, or the erection of improve-
ments thereon, or the usages of labor. The wages of
every laborer who is the head of a family residing in
the State, are exempt from attachment.

INTEREST. Legal rate eight per cent., which rate is
allowed on judgmentis and contracts where interest is
payable but no rate is specified. All usury laws have
been repealed, and any rate may be contracted for.

JupamENTS of a Court of Record are a lien upon real
estate of dehtor within the county, and may be extend-
ed to other counties by recording certified transcript of
judgment in any county where a lien is sought.

LIMITATIONS To Suitrs. Open accounts and verbal
contracts, three years; contracts in writing not under
greal, five years; judgments or decrees of any court, and
instruments under seal, twenty years. Judgmentsinust
be renewed after ten years by scire facias.

MARRIED WOMEN retain their property, real or per-
sonal, owned at marriage or acquired thereafter by gift,
devise, descent, or purchase, free from control of the
husband, and not liable for his debts. Said property
must be inventoried and recorded in the Circuit Court
Clerk’s oftice of the county, within six months of the
marriage or subsequent acquirement of the property.
Husband must join in all sales, transfers and convey-
ances of the wife’s property. Widow takes dower in a
life estate in one-third part of the real estate of which
her husband was seized and possessed at any time dur-
ing her coverture, and an absolute one-third of all per-
sonalty; or may at her option take as an heir equally
with the children of the husband, and if there are no
children she will inherit all the property, real and per-
sonal.

MoRTGAGES must be proved and acknowledged in
the same manner as deedg, and, to be effectual againgt
creditors or bona fide purchasers, must be recorded.
Are foreclosed by bill in equity or petition to the Cir-
cuit Court. Chattel mortgages must be recorded, un-
less property is delivered to mortgagee within twenty
days, and remains in his possession.

NoTes AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE governed by the
mercantile law; no statutes in force. Five per cent.
damages is allowed on foreign commercial paper pro-
tested in this State.

Surrs. Actions at law are commenced by filing a
precipe with the Clerk. Actual service is required ex-
cept in suits by attachment. Writs are returnable on
the next rule day, provided ten days intervene; if not,
then on the rule day in the next succeeding month. If
no appearance of defendant,default is entered forthwith.

TAxES. Landssold for taxes may be redeemed with-
in one year, by payment of the purchase money, with
interest at the rate of twenty-five per cent. per annum,
and fifty cents redemption fees.

GEORGTIA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be taken within the State
by a Judge or Clerk of a court of record, Coramissioner
of Deeds, Justice of the Peace, or Notary Public. In
other States or Territories, by a Commissioner of
Deeds for Georgia, or Judge of court of record; in
the State where executed, with a certificate of the
Clerk, under the seal of such Court, of the genuineness
of the signature of such Judge; and in foreign coun-
tries by a Consul or Vice-Consul of the United States.
Deeds to realty should be attested by two witnesses.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. A debtor may pre-
fer one creditor to another, and may create a bona
fide lien, by mortgage or other legal means, may
sell in payment of the debi, or transfer papers as
collateral security. But every assignment made by

a debtor insolvent at the time, either in trust or in
behalf of creditors, is fraudulent, and null and void,
when any trust or benefit i8 reserved to the assignor, or
any person for him. Thereis noimprisonment for debt.
Voluntary assignments shall have attached to them,
sworn to by the person making asgignment, ** a full and
complete inventory and schedule of all the assets of

every kind held, claimed or owned by such insolvent
person, firm or corporation’’ at the time of making
assignment. Filing false, deceptive or incomplete
gchedule is punished as perjury. In case any corpora-
tion (nol municipal), or trader, or firm of traders, shall
fail to pay matured paper and be insolvent, any one or
more creditors may file a bill in equity, have a Receiver
appointed, and an injunction granted to restrain inter-
ference with such Receiver. The Receiver shall collect
assets, and under the direction of the Court distribute
the same pro rata among creditors, recognizing, how-
ever,liers created before the filing of the creditor’s bill.
Any creditor may become a party to a bill of this kind.
The Chancellor at the end of the suit may, if he consid-
ers it a proper case, recommend the debtor released
from the remainder of his debts.

ATTACHMENT process may issue when defendant
resides out of the State, is about to remove without the
limits of the county, absconds, conceals himself, or
resists legal arrest, attempts to remove property be-
yond the State, or fraudulently disposes of property,
or shall threaten or prepare so to do, or creates a
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fraudulent lien thereon. Attachment lies at any time
to recover purchase money when due, when the prop-
erty purchased remains in the possession of the debtor,
or of any one holding the same for the benefit of the
debtor, or in fraud, against the creditor. Plaintiff must
file bond in double the amount involved. First attach-
ment levied has priority. Garnishment issues in aid of
attachment or judgment, but journeymen mechanics
and laborers are exempt from garnishment on their
daily, weekly or monthly wages. The maker of nego-
tiable paper in the hands of plaintifi’'s debtor is liable
to a garnishment.

CouRrrs. Terms and Jurisdiction. Superior Court sits
in each county twice a year, and has original jurisdic-
tion in law and equity, except in probate matters,
which are passed upon by the Courts of Ordinary,
which hold terms on the firet Monday of each month.
Justice’s jurisdiction, $100.

ExXEcUuTIONS may issue at any time after judgment
is signed and filed, and may be levied at once, and are
returnable at the next term of court. Stay of sixty days
may be had by giving bond and security. In Justice’s
Courts stay is sixty days where over $30 are involved;
forty days, below that sum. Property must be advertised
once a week, for four weeks, before sale. No redemp-
tion of property sold under execution except for tax,
when owner may redeem within one year.

ExemprioNs. The Constitution of 1877 provides that
there ‘‘shall be exempt from levy and sale, by virtue of
any process whatever under the laws of this State,
except as hereinafter excepted, of the property of every
head of a tamily, or guardian, or trustee of a family of
minor children, or every aged or infirm person, or per-
son having the care and support of dependent females
of any age, who is not the head of a family, realty or
personalty, or both, to the value in the aggregate of
$1,600.”> The exceptions are for taxes, purchase money
of the homestead, labor done thereon or material fur-
nished therefor, or for the removal of incumbrances.
The debtor has power to waive or renounce in writing
the right of redemption thus provided, except as to
wearing apparel, and not exceeding $300 worth of
household and kitchen furniture,and provisions,to be se-
lected by himself and his wife, if any; and he shall not,
after it is set apart, alienate or encumber the property
So exempted, but it may be sold by the debtor, and his
wife, if any, jointly, with the sanction of the Judge of
the Superior Court ot the county where the debtor re-
sides, or the land is situated, the proceeds to be rein-
vested upon the same uses.

INTEREST. Legalrate is seven per cent., but contracts
in writing may be made up to eight per cent. Usury
forfeits excess charged. Judgments bear lawful in-
terest.

JUDGMENTS are liens from their date, on all real and
personal property of the debtor not specially exempted,
except promissory notes in hands of defendant. Stocks
in incorporated companies are made specially liable by
statute. Judgments are rendered only at second term
of Superior Court, and in the City Court of Savannah at
first term. Judgments become dormant in seven years,
if no execution is issued upon them, but may be revived
by proceedings within three years from the time they
become dormant.

LimiTATIONS OF SUITS. Open accounts and contracts
not in writing, four years; contracts in writing not
under seal, six years; bonds and instruments under
seal, twenty years; foreign judgments, five years. Re-
vivor: New promise in writing, or payment on note
indorsed by debtor. Debts and contracts made, and
judgments obtained outside the State prior to June 1,
1865, are barred, unless suit was brought to collect or
enforce the same by or before January 1, 1870. Adverse
possession of land for twenty years gives good title by

prescription, except against the State, and persons

under disability; and adverse possession for seven _

years, under written evidence of title, gives like title
by prescription, unless the title be forged or fraudu-
lent. A like Litle to personalty is acquired by four years
adverse possession.

MARRIED WoMEN. All property of the wife in pos-
session at the time of marriage, or-afterwards acquired
by her, is her separate property, and not liable for the
payment of any debts, defaults or contracts of the
husband. Wife can not bind her separate estate by any
contract of suretyship, whether in behalf of her hus-
band or any other person. The wife, by consent of her
husbaud, published for one month in a newspaper, may
become a free irader, in which event she is liable as a
Jeme sole. Widow takes dower in one-third of all the
lands of which her husband was seized at his death.

MoRrTGAGES pass no title, and are simply a security
for a debt. Must be executed and proved before a
Notary Public, Justice, or Clerk of the Superior Court,
and recorded within one month. Mortgages on realty
require one witness besides the atiesting ofticer. °

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE. No days of grace
are allowed on sight papers. It is not necessary to
protest any commercial paper in this State, for non-
payment, in order to bind the endorser, except in the
following cases: 1st. When a paper is made payable
on its face at a bank or banker’s office. 2d. When it
is discounted at a bank or banker’s office. 8d. When
it is left at a bank or banker’s office for collection. And
in all such cases days of grace must be allowed. The
last day of grace is the day of maturity. Accommoda-
tion indorsers are sureties, and indorsers may be sued
in the same county and action with the maker, drawer,
or acceptor. A recent statute provides that the 1st day
of January, 22d of February, 26th of April, 4th of July,
25th of December, and any day appointed by the Gov-
ernor of the State, President of the United States, or
the civil authorities of any city, as a fast day or thanks-
giving day, held and considered as Sunday, for all
purposes connected with presenting for acceptance or
payment, and protesting and giving notice of dishonor
of any bill of exchange, draft, note, check or order,
made after February 28, 1876, which, but for this Act
(passed as above), would fall due and payable on any
of the days herein mentioned, shall, when said days
fall on Sunday, become due and payable on the Sat-
urday before, and paper falling due on Monday shall
be payable on Tuesday following. If a holiday fall on
Saturday, paper due on Sunday payable on Monday.
If holiday fall on Monday, paper due that day is payable
on Tuesday. By a late act (August 30th, 1881) bills of
exchange must be accepted, in writing, to bind ac-
ceptor.

SuITs. Actions at law must be brought twenty days
before the term of court at which they are returnable,
except suits in Justice’s Courts for less than $100, when
fifteen days suffice. Bills in equity must be filed thirty
days before return term. Claims sent to this State for
collection should be accompanied by full name of each
plaintiff, if a partnership, or legal style of a corpora-
tion, if plaintiff be such. Accounts and unliquidated
demands should be itemized. It is unnecessary to ac-
company accounts sent to this State with attidavits of
correctness. Such affidavits are useless to attorneys in
collecting. £

TAaxes. Owners of wild lands are required to make
returns, and sales of !lands for delinquent taxes may be
made after sixty days’ notice by newspaper publication.
Such lands may be redeemed within two years, by pay-
ment of purchase money and costs, with interest at ten
per cent. per annum. On other lands the time allowed
for redemption is one year only.

IDAHO.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of conveyances of real estate
may be taken within the Territory by any Judge or
Clerk of a court having a seal, or any Justice or No-
tary Public. Elsewhere within the United States or
Territories, by Judge or Clerk of court of record, or
any Commissioner of Deeds for Idaho. In foreign
countries by a Judge or Clerk of any court having a
seal, a Notary Public, or a Minister, Commissioner or
Consul of the United States, appointed to reside there-
in. Witnesses are not required to conveyances, but
every conveyance affecting real estate must be ac-
knowledged or proved and certified.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. An insolvent debtor
may be discharged of his debts by executing an assign-
ment of all his property, real and personal,which, with
a sworn inventory of property and schedule ot credit-
ors, must be filed in the District Court. At acreditors’
meeting, held after thirty days’® notice given. one or
more assignees, not exceeding three, are appointed, and
claims proved. Court will set aside property exempt,
and issue order for sale of insolvent’s property. Any
creditor may oppose proceedings on the ground of
fraud, and it the allegation be proven, the debtor shall be
forever deprived ot the benefit ot the insolvent laws.

o N S




P S

_.A‘_,.....__M._.-.LMA‘,_?‘_A

i P — o _amam

*Ewﬂ_,_._

e L ey e e

COMMERCIAL LAWS.

45

ATTACHMENT process may issue in actions on con-
tracts for the direct payment ot money, where no mort-
gage or pledge had been given, or where such security,
if given, has been rendered nugatory by act of defend-
ant. Plaintiff must furnish bond, with two sufficient
sureties. Garnishment process may issue in aid of at-
tachment or execution, and the garnishec must make
answer under oath. Defendant in a civil action ior re-
covery of money or damages, under a contract, express
or implied, may be arrested, whenabout to departfrom
the Territory with intent to defraud, or when the debt
or obligation was fraudulently contracted.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
hold two terms a year in Ada, Boise, Idaho, Kootenai,
Shoshone, Nez Perces, Oneida and Owyhee counties,
and one term annually in other counties, and have
original jurisdiction in all civil cases involving over
§100. Probate Courts are held in each county once a
month. and have concurrent jurisdiction up to $500,
and concurrent jurisdiction with Justice’s Courts in
all cases. dJustice’s jurisdiction, $100.

EXECUTIONS issue at any time within five years after
judgment. The only stay is by appeal, with secured
bond. Six months allowed forredemption.

ExeEMPTIONS. Homestead, not exceeding $5,000, if
duly acknowledged and recorded; office furniture and
library, $100; necessary household and kitchen furni-
ture, and provisions for family for three months;
certain farm animalg, etc., with food for three months:
tools and implements of husbaudry up to $200. Libra-

ries of professional men, and team used by a laborer or
teamster, are also exempt.

INTEREST. Legal rate, ten per cent.; parties may
agree in writing for 172 per cent. per month. Penalty
for usury: Three times the amount paid, fine of $300
or six months imprisonment, or both.

JUDGMENTS are liens on all real estate of debtor within
the county, from time of docketing, and may be extended
to other counties by filing transcript in Recorder’s
office. Liencontinues two years. Justice'sCourt judg-
ments become liens when certified and recorded.

LimrtATioNs To SuiTs. Contracts not in writing, four
years; instruments in writing, five years; judgments
and decrees, six years. Revivor: Only by ingtrument
in writing; part payment does not.

MARRIED WOMEN. All property, real or personal,
acquired before marriage and acquired after marriage,
by gift, bequest, devise or descent, wife’s separate
property; all other property acquired after marriage,
common property; wife must record inventory of sep-
arate property. No estate astenantby curtesy allowed
the husband, nor dower to the wife. Half the commu-
nity property goes to the surviving husband or wife; if
no descendants, survivor takes all.

NOTES AND BILLs oF ExcHANGE. No grace on gight
drafts. Damages for protested bills; domestic, fifteen
per cent.; foreign, thirty per cent.

Surrs. Civil practice is under a code similar to that
of California, (which see).

ILLINOIS.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of any instruments relating to
the sale, conveyance or other disposition of real estate,
or any interest therein, situate in this State, may be
made before one of the following officers:

First—When acknowledged or proved within this
State, before a Master in Chancery, Notary Tublic,
United States Commissioner, Circuit or County Clerk,
Justice of the Peace, or any Court of Record having a
seal, or any Judge, Justice or Clerk of any such court.
When taken before a Notary Public or United States
Commissioner. the same shall be attested by his official
seal; when taken before a court or the Clerk thereof,
the same shall be attested by the seal of such court;
and when taken before a Justice of the Peace, there
shall be ‘added the certificate of the County Clerk,
under his seal of office. that the person taking such
acknowledgment or proof was a Justice of the Peace
in said county at the time of taking the same. If the
Justice reside in the county where the lands mentioned
in the instrument are situated, no such certificate shall
be required.

Second—When acknowledged or proved without this
State and within the United States or the District of
Columbia. before a Justice of the Peace, a Notary Pub-
lic. United States Commissioner, Commissioner to take
acknowledgments of deeds, Mayor of a city, Clerk of a
county or before any Judge, Justice, or Clerk of the
Supreme or any Circuit or District Court of the United
States or any Judge, Justice or Clerk of the Supreme,
Circuit, Superior, District, County, or Common Pleas
Court, of any of the United States or their Territories.
When such acknowledgment or proof is made before a
Notary Public, United States Commissioner, Cominis-
sioner of deeds, Mayor of a city, or Clerk, it shall be
certified by such officer, under his seal of office. If
before a Mayor of the city, it shall be certified under
the seal of the city. If before a Justice of the Peace,
there shall be added a certificate of the proper Clerk,
under the seal of his office, setting forth that the
person before whom such proof or acknowledgment
was made was a Justice of the Peace at the time of
making the same. An acknowledgment or proof may
be made in conformity with the laws of the State,
Territory or district where it is made.

No deed or other instrument shall be construed as
releasing or waiving the right of homestead, unless the
same shall contain a clause expressly releasing or
waiving such right, and in such case the certificate of
acknowledgment shall contain a clause substantially
as follows: *‘including the release and waiver of the
right of homestead.”

Acknowledgments of chattel mortgages must be
made before a Justice of the Peace of the town or pre-
cinct where the mortgagor resides; or if there be no

acting Justice of the Peace in the town or precinct
where the mortgagor resides, then such instrument
may be acknowledged before the County Judge of the
county in which the mortgagor resides; orif the mort-
gagor is not a resident of this State at the time of
making the acknowledgment, then before any officer
authorized by law to take acknowledgments of deeds.

ASSIGNMENTS. The County Court has jurisdiction
in all cases of assignment for benefit of creditors.
Agsignee must file bond, inventory and valuation and
send notice to creditors, by mail, to present claims
under oath, within three months. Claims not so pre-
sented, do not participate in dividends until after the
payment in full of all claims properly presented and
allowed. Assignee is required to make equal divi-
dends among creditors at the first term of court after
the three months allowed, and to render afinal account
within one year. All preferential assignments are
void, and all debts must be paid pro rata. Debtor may
be subjected to examination touching his estate. No
provision is made for the discharge of the debtor. All
proceedings may be discontinued upon the assent, in
writing, of the debtor and a majority of the creditors
in number and amount.

ATTACHMENT. The writ may issue out of courts of
record on claims exceeding $20, when the debtor is
non-resident ; conceals himself, or stands in defiance of
an officer, so that process can not be served on him:
has departed from this State with the intention ol
removing his effects, or if he is about to do so; where
he has, within two years preceding, {raudulently con-
veyed, assigned, concealed or disposed of his property,
or a part thereof, so as to hinder or delay creditors;
where he is about fraudulently to conceal, assign or
otherwise dispose of his property or effects, so as to
hinder or delay his creditors; or where the debt sued
for was frandulently contracted. But the statements or
matters which constitute such fraud must be in writing
with the debtor’s signature attached by himself, agent
or attorney. Before the writ can issue, the plamtiff,
his agent or attorney, must make aflidavit to one or
more of these facts, and give bond, with approved
security, in double the amount of the claim sued on.
Attachment writs may issue out of Justice’s Courts, on
the same grounds, on all claims not exceeding $200,
Garnishment process may issue on return of execution
unsatigfied, but the wages of any person who is the
head of a family, to the amount of $50, arc exempt
therefrom. Arreston civil process lies only in case of
fraud, on judgments in tort, or on refusal of debtor to
surrender his estate for benefit of creditors.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts
which have original jurisdiction in all cases in law and
equity and hold from two to eight terms each year, ex-
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cept in Cook County, which has twelve; County Courts
which have Probate and Common Law jurisdiction in
all cases involving $1,000 or less, except in counties
having a population ot 70,000 or more, and in which
Probate Courts are established, where the jurisdiction
of the County Court is concurrent with that of the
Circuit, except in criminal cases; and Justice’s Courts
with jurisdiction limited to $200. Cook County has
also a Superior Court with jurisdiction ¢concurrent with
that of the Circuit Court, twelve terms a year; also a
special Probate Court and a Criminal Court.

ExEcurions will issue immediately after rendition
of judgment and to any county in the State, but are no
lien on real estate in other counties before a levy is
made. Executions issued out of courts of record are
returnable in ninety days; on Justice’s judgments
seventy days. Real estate can not be levied upon or
sold by virtue of any execution issued by a Justice of
the Peace. Real estate is, in all cases, sold without
appraisement to the highest bidder; and if the debtor
80 elects, his real estate must be exhausted beiore his
personal property can be seized under execution
issved out of a court of record. No stay law. In ap-
pealed cases the court, to which the appeal is taken,
may assess damages not exceeding ten per cent. against
the appellant if he allows the case to go against him by
default or if the court be satisfied that he appealed only
for the purpose of delay.

Real estate sold under execution may be redeemed
by the defendant within twelve months after the sale,
on payment of the amount it was sold for, with eight
per cent. interest and coste. If he fail to redeem
within such time any one of his decree or judgment
creditors may redeem after that and within fifteen
months from the time of the sale.

Exemprions. To every householder having a family,
a homestead, valued at $1,000; and such exemption
continues to the survivor, after the death of the hus-
band or wife, so long as he or she occupies it, and to
the children until the youngest is twenty-one years old.
In addition, there is also allowed to every person neces-
sary wearing apparel, bibles, school books, family pic-
tures, and $100 worth of other property selected by the
debtor. If the debtor is the head of a family, and re-
sides with the same, he is allowed %300 worth in addi-
tion, to be selected by him. But such selection
can not be made from any money or wages due. Of
wages there are $50 exempt to any one who is the head
of a family residing with the same. No exemption is
allowed when the debt is for the wages of laborer or
servant.

InTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent., but special
agreement may be made for eight per cent. Forfeiture
of all interest is penalty for usury. Six per cent. inter-
est is collectible on all instruments in writing after
they become due; on money lent or advanced for the
use of another; on money due on settlement of account,
from day of liquidating account and ascertaining bal-
ance; on money received to the use of another, and
retained without the owner’s knowledge; on money
withheld by unreasonable and vexatious delay, and on
judgments.

JUDGMENTS of courts of record are liens on the real
estate of the party against whom they are obtained,
situated in the county where the court is held, for the
period of seven years; but if execution be not igsued
within a year after the rendition of the judgment, it
thereafter ccases to be a lien until an execution is
issued. Judgments rendered at the same term of court,
or on the same day in vacation, stand on the same foot-
ing, and neither one has a priority over the other, so
far as liens on the real estate of the defendant are con-
cerned. Judgments of Justices of the Peace can reach
only personal property; and neither a Justice’s judg-
ment nor a judgment of a court of record is a lien on
the personal property of the defendant until after an
execution is placed in the hands of an officer. Judg-
ment may be revived by scire facias at any time within
twenty years. A judgment of a Justice of the Peace
may be made a lien on real estate only by filing a tran-
geript thereof in the Circuit Court.

LimitratioN oF Surrs. Actiors for slander or libel,
one year. Actions for damages for an injury to the
person, or for false imprisonment, or malicious prose-
cution, or for a statutory penalty, or for abduction, or
for seduction, or for criminal conversation, two years.
Actions on unwritten contracts, express or implied, or
on awards of arbitration, or to recover damages for an
injury done to property, real or personal, or to recover
the possession of personal property, or damages for
the detention, or conversion thereof, and all civil ac-
tions not otherwise provided for, including actions
on foreign judgments, five years. Actions on bonds,
promissory notes, bills of exchange, written leases,

written contracts, or other evidences of indebtedness
in writing, ten years; but if any payment, or new pro-
mise to pay shall have been made in writing, on any
bond, bill, lease, contract, or other written evidence of
indebtedness, within or after said period of ten y-ars,
then an action may be commenced thereon at any time
within ten years after the time of such payment or pro-
mise to pay. Where a cause of action has arisen in a
State or Territory out of this State, or in a foreign
country, and, by the laws thereof, an action thereon
can not be maintained, by reason of the lapse of time,
an action thereon shall not be maintained in this State.
Judgments in any Court of Record, and real actions
for the recovery of lands, twenty years.

MARRIED WOMEN. A married woman may sue and
be sued, possess her own earnings, contract and incur
liabilities, purchase, sell and ho%d personal property,
and own and hold real estate to the same extent as an
unmarried woman. Her husband is not liable for her
debts or torts, except in cases where he would be
Jjointly liable if the marriage did not exist, or for neces-
saries. She may not enter into a partnership without
consent of her husband, unless he hus abandoned her
or be incapable of giving assent. No transfer of chattels
between husband and wife is valid ag against third
parties, unless such transfer is in writing and is
acknowledged and recorded as chattel mortgages are
required to be acknowledged and recorded. A married
woman may make a will as if sole. Both husband and
wife are liable for family expenses. They can not tes-
tify for or against each other, except in a few excep-
tional cases. One may make the other his or her
attorney in fact to control or dispose of his or her
property. The estate of curtesy is abolished, and the
surviving husband or wife is endowed of a third part
of the lands whereof the deceased was seized of an
estate of inheritance at any time during the marriage,
unless relinquished in due form.

MorrcAcEs. Mortgages on real estate are executed
and acknowledged the same as deeds, husband or wife
being required to join to bar dower, except in mort-
gages, to secure purchase money. Under an act in
force July 1, 1879, no real estate within the State shall
be sold by virtue of any power of sale, contained in
any mortgage, trust deed, or other conveyance in the
nature of a mortgage, executed after the taking effect
of said Act; but all such mortgages, trust deeds, or
other conveyances in the nature of a mortgage, shall
only be foreclosed in the manner provided for foreclos-
ing mortgages containing no power of sale; and no
real estate shall be sold to satisfy any such mortgage,
trust deed or other conveyance in the nature of a mort-
gage, except in pursuance of a judgment or decree of
court of competent jurisdiction.

CHATTEL MORTGAGES are invalid as to third parties,
if given for longer than two years. Neither isit valid
as to third parties, if the property mortgaged is allowed
to remain in the possession of the mortgagor, unless
the mortgage expressly provides that it shall so remain.
If given on a stock of goods, it is fraudulent as to
third parties, if the mortgagor be allowed to remain in
possession and sell in the usual course of trade. The
property must be described so that it may be identified.
A mortgage can not be given on goods which are to be
sold and delivered in_futuro , and, if possible, it must
be foreclosed within 24 hours after it is due, else other
ereditors may step in and take the property. As be-
tween the parties, a chattel mortgage is good, if it is
neither acknowledged nor recorded.

Nores AND BrLs orF ExcHaNeE. Upon bills of
exchange drawn or indorsed within this State, and
payable without the United States, duly protested, ten
per cent. damages are collectible, together with in-
terest, costs and charges of protest; and if payable
within the United States, only five per cent. damages,
with interest, costs and charges, can be collected.
Indorsers of a note or hill can not be held liable, un-
less due diligence has been used, by institution and
prosecution of suit against the maker thereof, unless
such suit would have been unavailing, or the maker be
out of the State at the time such note or bill became
due. In order to hold a guarantor, suit against the
maker is not necessary. Notes obtained by fraud or
circumvention can not be collected, even by an inno-
cent holder. If any one become the owner of a note,
or any other instrument in writing, after it is due, the
maker thereof can interpose the same defense as
against him, that he might have set up as against the
original holder. No notice of non-payment or protest
is necessary in order to fix the liability of indorsers.
Grace it not allowed on instruments payable at sight,
on demand, or on presentation.

Surrs. All, except local actions, are brought in the
county where defendant resides or is found; and where
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there are several defendants, suit may be brought
where one resides, and process issued to any other
county for the other defendant; but no judgment will
be rendered against such other defendant unless
plaintiff succeeds in getting judgment against the one
who resides or is found in the county where suit is

brought. Non-resident plaintiffs must give bonds for
costs. Process must be served ten days before the

commencement of return term, and judgment by
default may be rendered on the third day of the term.
In Justice’s Courts summons is returnable in not less
than five, nor more than fifteen days, and must be
served at least three days before the return day.

Taxes. State and County taxes are payable after
December 1, and the delinquent list is turned over to
the County Collector on or about March 10, following.
Advertisements of property, on which taxes remain
unpaid, are made after April 1, and judgment obtained
at May term of County Court. Sales commence on
the fourth Monday after the fourth day of the term at
which judgment is rendered. Redemption may be
made within two years. Penalty is: Within six
months, 25 per cent. interest; twelve months, 50 per
cent. interest; eighteen months, 75 per cent. interest;
two years, 100 per cent. interest; together with all
subsequent taxes paid by purchaser, and all costs.

INDIANA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. All conveyances of land must
be in writing, and acknowledged and recorded within
forty-five days from their execution. Within the State
acknowledgments may be taken before a Judge or Clerk
of a court of record, Justice of the Peace, Auditor, Re-
corder, Notary Public or Mayor of a city, and in other
States and Territories before the like officers, or a Com-
missioner of Deeds for Indiana. In any foreign coun-
try, before a Minister, charge d’affaires or Consul of the
United States. Husband must join in deeds to wife’s
lands, and wife in deeds to husband’s lands.

ASSIGNMENT FOR BENEFIT OoF CREDITORS. Any
debtor in embarragsed or failing circumstances, may
make a general assignment of all property in trust for
benefit of all bona fide creditors. To be valid this must
be by indenture duly signed and acknowledged, and
filed with the Recorder of the county in which assignor
resides, for record within ten days after the execution
thereof. Indenture to contain full description of real
estate and be accompanied by schedule of personal
property, and assignor to make oath that the indenture
and schedule contains a full statement of all his prop-
erty, etc. Trustee makes oath and files bond in Circuit
Court,and must file copy of assignment, etc., in office of
clerk of that court within fifteen days after execution
of indenture. Trustee named failing to act, court may
appoint a substitute upon petition. The trustee to
make under oath complete inventory of all property
coming to his hands, and file in court within thirty
days after entering upon his trust ; also, cause same to
be appraised by two reputable householders; set off to
the assignor, if a resident householder, such property
as he may select to the value of six hundred dollars;

. and proceed to collect the rights and credits, and to sell

“ proval of the court as to such sales.

the property, after giving thirty days’ notice of time and
place, at public auction, or at private sale, for cash, or
upon credit, not exceeding two years, subject to ap-
Dividends are de-
clared pro rata upon all claims allowed by trustee or
the court. Trustee’s compensation to be fixed by the
court. No provision for discharge of debtor from his
liabilities.

ATTACHMENT may issue against the property of non-
residents or foreign corporations, and against all who
have disposed of, or are about to dispose of their prop-
erty, to cheat, hinder or delay creditors. An affidavit
is required, which may be made by the creditor or some
one on his behalf, and a bond to answer damages if the
proceedings are wrongful or oppressive. All creditors
who file under the original attachment, before final
judgment, share pro rate in the proceeds of the
attached property. Defendant, in a civil action may
be arrested and held to bail in double the amount of
debt or damages claimed, at any time before judgment,
on affidavit showing that he is about to leave the
State, taking with him property subject to exe-
cution, or money, with intent to defraud the plaintiff.
The wages of a person, not exceeding one month, are
exempt from garnishment or proceedings supplemental
to execution, so long as such person remains in such
employment. Itis a misdemeanor to gend claimsout of
the State to be collected by proceedings in attachment,

¢ garnishment, or the like, when creditor, debtor, and

person owing for earnings intended to be reached
are all within the jurisdiction of the courts of this
State. Courts of this State are prohibited from taking
Jurisdiction of such proceedings to reach wages, when
plaintiff and principal defendant are non-residents.

~ Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. The Circuit Court
is the only court of original general civil jurisdiction

in the State, and has full probate powers. From three
to four terms are held annually in each county. Supe-
rior Courts, with concurrent jurisdiction with the
Circuit Courts in all civil cases except probate matters,
slander and libel, have been established in Marion,
Tippecanoe, Allen, Vigo, and Vanderberg counties, and
hold from four to ten terms each year. City Courts
(which may be established in all cities having over
6,000 population) have concurrent jurisdiction with Cir-
cuit Courts up to $1,500, except in probate matters,
suits for libel, slander, or divorce., or where title to real
estate is at issue. Justice’s jurisdiction, $200.

EXEcCUTIONS may issue at any time within ten years
after judgment rendered, and are returnable in 180
days. From a court of record may issue to any county
in the State. Are a lien on personal property within
the county from the time they are placed in hands of
officer. After judgment is rendered, the debtor may,
by giving sufficient freehold sureties, have a stay of
execution on any sum exceeding $100, for six months.
Where the sum is less than $100, the stay is not so long,
varying with amount of judgment. Lands sold under
execution may be redeemed within one year by the
owner, mortgagee or person having a lien thereon, the
owner retaining possession during the redemption year
and being liable for reasonable rents and profits in
case of failure to redeem.

ExEmMpTIONS. There is no homestead law. Real or
personal property up to $600 is exempt where debtor is
a resident householder.

INTEREST. The recent ‘“ Act concerning interest and
usury,” approved March 10, 1879, made considerable
changes in the law, which are herein embodied. The
legal rate of interest on loans or forbearance of money,
goods or things in action, is six per cent. as heretofore,
but interest may be taken yearly or for a shorter period
in advance. No agreement to pay a higher rate is valid
unless the same be in writing, and in such case it is
not lawful to contract for more than eight per cent. per
annum. When a greater rate iscontracted for, the con-
tract is void as to the usurious interest, and in an action
on a contract affected by such usury, whether it be
directly or indirectly charged, all excess over six per
cent. is usurious and iilegal, and the excess over the
legal interest may be recouped by the debtor whenever
it has been reserved or paid before the bringing of the
suit. Interest on judgments rendered after March 10,
1879, runs from the date of the verdict or finding, at the
rate specified in the original contract, not exceeding six
per cent., and if no contract has been made, six per
cent. is allowed. The act applies to all contracts made
within the State, although they are to be performed with-
out it, and where contracts made out ot this State pro-
vide for a higher rate of interest, and are secured by
mortgage npon lands within it, such lands are not liable
for a higher rate than is allowed by the laws of Indiana.

JUDGMENTS of courts of record are a lien upon all
real estate of defendant within the county for ten
years. Judgment may be obtained at the first term of
the court, atter process has been served on debtor ten
days prior to the first day thereof. By law of 1877,
plaintiff, by indorsement on complaint, can summon
the defendant to appear and answer after service had
ten days, and in default can take judgment, where no
good cause of defense is shown, and it operates as a
lien upon the real estate of the judgment debtor
situated in the county.

LimiraTioNs To Suirs. Open accounts and contracts
not in writing, for use, rents and profits of real estate,
injuries to and detention of property, recovery of per-
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sonal property and relief against frauds, six years;
upon promissory notes, bills of exchange and other
written contracts for payment of money, ten years:
actions not limited by statute, fifteen years; other
written contracts, judgments of courts of record and
real actions, twenty years. Revivor: Part payment or
new promise in writing.

MARRIED WoMEN retain their real and personal
property owned by them at time of marriage or ac-
quired during coverture. The husband is liable for the
debts of his wife contracted before marriage to the ex-
tent of the personal property he may receive from or
through her, or derive from sale or rent of her lands,
and no further, and her lands are liable for such indebt-
edness. A married woman may devise by will her sepa-
rate estate; may sell and transtfer her separate personal
property; carry on any business, labor, or service, and
receive the earnings accruing therefrom; enter into any
contract in regard to her separate personal estate,
business, labor or service, and her separate estate, real
and personal, be liable therefor, the same as a_feme sole <
and her husband is not liable for such debts, nor for
indebtedness created by the wife for improvement of
herseparate real estate. She can make leases of real
estate for terms of three years or less, and execute
mortgages to secure purchase money, without husband
joining. Is bound by covenants of title in conveyances
of her separate real estate. May sue as a feme sole
for any damage to her person or character. Is entitled
to hold as exempt from execution her wearing apparel,
articles of personal adornment purchased by herself to
the amount of $200 in value, all jewelry, ornaments,
books, etc., which may have heen given her as pres-
ents; and other property to the amount of $300, except
as against indebtedness for the purchase money there-
for. No tenancy by the curtesy or dower. A widow
takes one-third of her deceased husband’s real estate
in fee, and free from all demands of creditors, where the
estate does not exceed $10,000; one-fourth, if under
$20,000, and one-fifth, if above that amount. She also
takes one-third of personalty after payment of debts,
and in all cases takes $500 without accounting, and

may occupy the dwelling and forty acres of land for a
year, rent free.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE. Three days of
grace are allowed on all bills of exchange payable with-
In the State, whether sight or time bills. Damages
for protest on bills upon any person at any place out of
this State but within the United States, five per cent. :
on bills drawn upon any person at any place without
the United States, ten per cent. Promissory
notes payable to order or bearer at a bank
in this State, and bills of exchange, are governed by the
law merchant. Promissory notes not payable at a bank
arc subject to any set-off maker may have against payee,
or any subsequent holder, accruing before notice of as-
signment. On these, maker must be exhausted before
indorser can be sued. Protest is not necessary to hold
indorsers of such notes, but to hold them maker must
be sued at first term of court after maturity, unless it
can be shown that he was insolvent at the time of such
maturity.

Suitrs. No distinction between law and equity, as to
pleading and practice. except that there is no jury trial
in equity causes as a matter of right. Civil actions are
commenced by filing complaint with Clerk of court, and
every action must be prosecuted in the name of the real
party in interest, except suits by executors, administra-
tors, guardians of idiots or lunatics, trustees ot express
trusts, or person expressly authorized by statute.

TAxES. State, county, township, municipal, school
and road taxes attach as a lien on real estate, on April
1 of each year, and penalties attach on third Monday
of same month in the next year. Sales of real es-
tate for taxes are held on the first Monday of March,
and all lands on which taxes are delinquent for
two years are offered. Owner has two years in which
to redeem, by paying the amount set forth in the certifi-
cate of purchase, with all subsequent taxes paid, and ten
to twenty-five per cent. upon the whole sum, with legal
interest from the date of purchase or payment. Lands
are sold for one year’s delinquency, but the following
year’s tax (not yet delinquent) is embraced in the amount
sold for.

IOWA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds to land made within
the State, before some Court having a seal, or Judge
or Clerk thereof, or some Justice of the Peace, or
Notary Public, in the United States or Territories, must
be made before some court of record, or officer hold-
ing the seal thereof, or by a Commissioner of Deeds,
appointed by the Governor of the State, Notary Public,
or Justice of the Peace; in the case of the latter official,
his authority to take the acknowledgment should be
certified to by a Clerk of a court of record, under seal
of the court, as also his official character, and the
genuineness of his signature. In foreign countries
deeds may be acknowledged before any officer author-
ized by the laws of such country to certify to acknowl-
edgments, or any Ambassador, Minister, Consular Agent,
or other officer of the United States properly author-
ized to receive acknowledgments of deeds, but the cer-
tificate of acknowledgment by a foreign officer must
be authenticated by one of the above named officers
of the United States, by his official written statement
that full faith and credit is due to the certificate of such
foreign officer. Witnesses are not required.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOoLVENcCY. No insolvent law.
Assignments not valid unless for benefit of all creditors,
when assent of creditors is presumed. Debtor must
furnish sworn inventory and list of creditors; and the
assignment, which vests in the assignee title to all
property of the debtor, must be recorded. Assignee
must give bonds, prepare an inventory and valuation,
and notify creditors by mail to file claims within three
months. All claims not filed within three months after
notice published can not be paid until all claims filed
within said three months are paid. Claims objected to
may be passed upon by a jury, and the assignee is in all
respects subject to order of court, and renders a final
account thereto. An assignment does not discharge the
debtor from his debts and liabilities, but only entitles
creditors to share equally in his estate. All claims filed
must be sworn to, and claims not filed within three
months from the date of the first publication will not be
paid until claims filed within that time have been paid
in full. The assignment is docketed as a case in court.

ATTACHMENT process will issue against all property
not exempt from execution on filing of a sworn peti-
tion, alleging, 1st, that the defendant is a foreign cor-
poration, or acting as such; or 2d, that he is a non-
resident of the State; or3d, that he is about to remove
his property out of the State, without leaving sufficient
remaining for the payment of his debts; or 4th, that
he has disposed of, or is about to dispose of, his prop-
erty (in whole or in part) with intent to defraud his
creditors; .5th, that the defendant is about to dispose
of his property with intent to defraud his creditors:
6th, that he has absconded so that ordinary process
can not be served upon him; %th, that he is about to
remove permanently out of the county and has prop-
erty therein not exempt from execution, and that he
refuses to pay or secure the plaintiff; 8th, that he is
about to remove permanently out of the State, and
refuses to pay or secure the debt due the plaintiff; 9th,
that he is about to remove his property, or a part
thereof, out of the county, with intent to defraud his
creditors; 10th, that he is about to convert his property,
or a part thereof, into money, for the purpose of plac-
ing it beyond the reach of his creditors; 11th, that he
hag property or rights in action which he conceals:
12th, that the debt is due for property obtained under
false pretenses. Attachment may be brought before
the debt is due when the 4th, 5th, 7th or 12th of the
above causes can be alleged under oath. The first at-
tachment levied becomes the first lien, and there is no
pro-rating. The penalty on an attachment bond is
three times the amount of debt. No person may be
imprisoned for debt in any civil action on mesne or
final process, except in case of fraud. No judgment
shall be rendered in any garnishment proceeding con-
demning the property or debt in the hands of the
garnishee until the principal defendant shall have ten
days’ notice of such proceedings.

Courts. 7erms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
have exclusive jurisdiction of criminal matters; the
Circuit Courts of probate matters. Both have original
and gencral jurisdiction of civil causes in law and
equity. Two terms of each court are held annually in
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each county (three or four of the Circuit Court in some
of the more populcus counties). Insome of the cities
there is a Superior Court with jurisdiction in civil suits
concurrent with the District and Circuit Courts. Jus-
tice’s jurisdiction, $100, or by consent of parties, $300.
No appeal from a Justice unless amount exceeds $25.

ExEcuTiONS may issue immediately upon the rendi-
tion of the judgment, and are returnable in seventy
days from the date of issue. On the judgment debtor
entering good and sufficient security on the proper
court records for the amount of such judgment, inter-
est and costs—accrued and to accrue—he can have a
stay of execution as follows: under $100 three months,
above that sum, six months by giving bond, which shall
be filed and recorded and have the eftect of a judgment.
Stay must be taken within ten days from the date of
entry of . judgment, and the party taking such stay, if
he has been personally served with process, shall not
afterward be allowed to appeal. If the judgment is
not fully paid at the expiration of the stay, judgment
is entered against the surety, and execution may be
issued forthwith. After stay, judgment draws ten per
cent. interest by operation of law. There can be no
stay for wages due mechanic or laboring man, nor
by a surety on stay bond. Defendant may redeem real
property sold under execution at any time within
twelve months, meantime remaining in possession of
the property, but where he has taken an appeal or stay
of execution he can not redeem. During the first six
months he has exclusive right of redemption, but after
that time, and before the expiration of nine months,
any creditor having a lien can redeem.

ExeEvPTIONS. Homestead of 40 acres in country and
half an acre in city or town, with buildings without
regard to value. Personal property exempt includes
tools, instruments, library, necessary team, etc., of
mechanic, farmer, teacher, or professional man; wear-
ing apparel, household and kitchen furniture, $200;
certain farm animals and necessary food for six months.
Foregomng relates only to residents, being heads of
families; unmarried persons and non-residents being
only entitled to retain their own clothing and trunks.
Where debtor is a printer, the printing p1ess and types,
furniture and material up to $1,200 are exempt. Earn-
ings of deb'or within 90 days of levy are exempt. One
gewing machine exemptto seamstress. Noexemptions
waived by failure to except to levy of execution or to
designate or select exempt property.

INTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent.; parties may
contract, in writing, for ten per cent. Judgments draw
gix per cent., or if a higher rate not exceeding ten per
cent. is expressed in the original contract, then such
higher rate. Open accounts draw six per cent. after
six months from date of last item. Coutract for more
than ten per cent. forfeits ten per cent. on amount ot
contract, and all interest and costs.

JUDGMENTs in the District and Circuit Courts may
be obtained at first term after suit commenced, if unde-
fended, and are liens on real estate owned by the
debtor at the time of such rendition. If the lands lie
in the county where judgment was rendered, the lien
attaches from its date; if in any other county, from
the time of filing therein an attested copy of the judg-
ment. Lien also covers all lands which defendant may
acquire within ten years from date of judgment. Judge
ments of Superior Courts become liens on real estat-
by filing transeript in Circuit Court.

LomrraTioNs To Surrs. Actions for injuries to per-
gon or reputation, or to recover a statutory penalty,
must be brought within two years; to enforce a me-
chanics’ lien, two years; on unwritten contracts, five
years: on written contracts, ten years: on judgments
of courts ot record, twenty years; to recover real es-
tate, ten years. Revivor: Admission of debt or new
promise to pay, which must be in writing, and signed
by the party to be charged.

MARRIED WOMEN may own in their own right real
and personal property acquired by descent, gift or pur-
chase. and may manage, sell, convey and devise the
same by will in the same manner as the husband can
property belonging to him. Neither husband nor wife is
liable for the debts or liabilities of the other incurred
before marriage, and, except as herein otherwise de-
clared, they are not liable for the separate debts of the
other, nor are the wages, earnings or property of either,
nor the rent or income of such property, liable for the
separate debts of the other. Contracts may be made
by a wife and liabilities incurred, and the same enforced
by or against her, to the same extent and in the same
manner as it she was unmarried. But both are liable
for the expenses of the family, and the education ot the
children, whether contracted for by one or the other.
They may be sued jointly or separately therefor. Dower
and the estate of curtesy are abolished, but the sur-
viving wife or husband takes one-third in value ot all
the legal and equitable estate possessed by the other
during marriage.

MoRTcAGES must be subscribed by the parties and
acknowledged and recorded same as deeds. Are fore-
closed by civil action. Mortgagor has one year in which
to redeem. Chattel mortgages to be valid against ex-
isting creditors or subsequent purchasers without no-
tice must be recorded immediately in the county where
the holder of the property resides. A chattel morigage
may include all kinds of personal property,and the credi-
tor may enter into possession ot the mortgaged property
at any time after the execution of the instrument.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE. Grace is allowed
upon all negotiable bills or notes payable within the
State according to the law merchant, except those
drawn payable on demand, and notice of non-accept-
ance, or non-payment, or both, is required accord-
ing to the rules ot commercial law. Damages al-
lowed on protested paper; three to five per cent. To
hold indorser note must be duly presented, payment re-
fused, and indorser notified. Open accounts are as-
signable. Paper falling due on Sunday, 1st day of Jan-
uary, 30th of May, 4th of July, the 25th day of December,
and any day appointed by the Governor or by the Pregi-
dent as a day of fasting or thanksgiving, shall be con-
sidered and treated as falling due on the preceding day.

Surrs. But one form of action in this State, known
as a civil action and regulated by a Code of Procedure.
Actions are commenced by serving defendant with no-
tice, stating generally the nature of the claim, and filing
a petition in court, ten days before the term. Actions
generally are prosecuted in the name of the real party
in interest, and in the county where defendant resides,
or property in question is situated, or cause of action
arose. Process must be served in Justice’s Courts on
debtor at least five and not more than fifteen days, and
in the District and Circuit Courts at least ten days, be-
fore the first day of term. If defendant is served out-
side of his county, but inside of judicial district,
process must be served fifteen days—elsewhere there
must be twenty days’ service for every 1,000 miles or
traction. Service short for first term is good for next
term.

TAXEs become due and payable on second Monday in
November, and delinquent on February 1st following.
If not paid before March 1, penalty ot one per cent. per
month is added for first three months, two
per cent. per month for next three months, and
three per cent. per montb thereafter. Lands are sold
on first Monday in October after taxes become delin-
quent. Three years are allowed in which to redeem
by payment of amount for which lands were sold, ten
per cent. penalty, and ten per cent. per annum upon
the whole amount: provided, two years and nine months
after tax sale,notice must be given to owner and per-
son in actual possesion that deed will be taken ninety
days heuce.

KANSAS.

ACKENOWLEDGMENTS within the State must be made
before a Judge or Clerk of a court having a seal, a Jus-
tice of the Peace, Notary Public, County Clerk, Regis-
ter of Deeds, or Mayor or Clerk of an incorporated
city. Every Notary Public shall add to his official sig-
nature the date of the expiration of his commisxion as
Notary Public. In cases where the acknowledgment is
made out of the State it must be made before a court of

 record, a Clerk, or other officer having the seal thereof,

a Commissioner of Dceds for Kansas, Justice of the

Peace or Notary Public, or before any Consul of the
United States, resident in any foreign country or port.

When the acknowl dgment is made before a Justice of

the Peacé, some Clerk of a court of record must certify
to his official position. (See ( onveyances.)

ALIENS have the same rights in regard to property
as citizens.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Assignments must
be for benefit of all creditors, and do not discharge the
debtor. Must be executed and recorded like convey-
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ances of real property. Creditors (above ten dollars)
are notified by Clerk of District Court, and at the meet-
ing held for choice of assignee, a majority of such cred-
itors must be present, otherwise appointment rests
with the court. Creditors who fail to appear are pre-
cluded. Assignee must pay out funds in his hands
within one month of allowance of demands. Property
must be appraised, and assignee is in all respects sub-
ject to order of court, and his accounts are passed upon
by a Commissioner before his discharge.

ArracHMENT. The creditor in a civil action for the
recovery of money may, at or atter the commencement
thereof, have an attachment against the property of
the debtor, where the debtor or one of several debtors
is a foreign corporation or non-resident of the State,
(but no attachment shall be granted on the ground or
grounds in this clause stated, for any claim other than
a debt or demand arising upon contract, judgment or
decree, unless the cause of action arose wholly within
the limits of this State, which fact must be established
on the trial), or where the debtor or one of several
debtors has absconded with intent to defraud his cred-
itors; or has left the county of his residence to avoid
the service of a summons; or so conceals himself that
a summons can not be served upon him; or is about to
remove his property or a part thereof out of the juris-
diction of the court, with intent to defraud his credi-
tors; or is about to convert his property or a part there-
of into money, for the purpose of placing it beyond
the reach of his creditors; or has property or rights in
action which he conceals; or has assigned, removed or
disposed of, oris about to dispose of his property or a
part thereof, with the intent to defraud, hinder or delay
his creditors; or fraudulently contracted the debt, or
fraudulently incurred the liability or obligation, for
which suit is about to be or has been brought: or when
the damages for which the action is brought are for
the injuries arising from the commission ot some felony
or misdemeanor, or the seduction of some female; or
when the debtor has failed to pay for any article or
thing delivered, for which by contract he was bound to
pay on delivery.

Garnishment. When the plaintiff, his agent or at-
torney, shall make oath in writing that any person or
corporation has property of the defendant, or is indebt-
ed to him, a garnishment summons may issue to such
person, and copy of order of attachment with notice
that he appear and answer. When suit is brought be-
fore a Justice of the Peace, if affidavitis made thatany
person or corporation is indebted to defendant, or has
property belonging to him and that plaintiff is likely
to lose his claim unless garnishee summons issue, the
Justice of the Peace will issue such summons at the
commencement of the suit.

CoNTRACTS. All contracts which, by the common
law are joint only, shall be construed to be joint and
several. Any person jointly or severally liable with
others for tne payment of any debt, may be released
from such liability by the creditor, and such release
shall not discharge the other debtors beyond the proper
proportion of the debt for which the person released
was liable. The use of private seals in written con-
tracts (except seals of corporations) is abolished.

CoNVEYANCES. All instruments of writing for the
conveyance or incumbrance of real estate within this
State, executed and acknowledged, or proved in any
other State, territory, or country, in conformity with
the laws of such State, territory, or country, or in con-
formity with the laws of this State. shall be as valid as
if executed within the State. Husband and wife must
join in conveyance of real estate. Grantors need not
attach any seal or scroll to their signatures and no
witnesses are necessary, unless grantors are unable to
write.

CourTs. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts,
holding two to three terms a year in mearly every
county, have general original jurisdiction in law and
equity. Regular terms of the Probate Court are held in
each county on the first Monday in January, April, July
and October, and special or adjourned termg may be
held as business may require. Justice’s jurisdiction
in civil actions for the recovery of money, $300; to re-
cover specific personal property, $100.

ExXEcUTIONS may be ordered as soon as judgment is
obtained. It is the duty of the Justice, without any
order, to issue execution within ten days from rendi-
tion of judgment. Executions are made returnable
within thirty days. Personal property levied on must
be appraised, and advertised for ten days, and sold at
auction to the highest bidder. There is no stay of exe-
cution in the District Court, except where a case is
taken to the Supreme Court on appeal. In Justice’s
Courts, by filing bond, stays of execution are granted as
follows: On any judgment for $20 and under, thirty

days; over $20 and under $50, sixty days; over $50 and
not exceeding $100, ninety days; over $100, one hundred
and twenty days. There is no redemption of land sold
under execution or other legal process in this State.

Exemprions. Homestead of 160 acres of farming
land, or of one acre within an incorporated town or
city, with buildings thereon, unlimited in value.
Every person residing in this State, and being the
head of a family, shall have exempt from seizure upon
attachment or execution, or other process issued from
any court in this State: Family Bible, school books,
and family library; family pictures and musical instru-
ments used by the family; all wearing apparel of the
family, all beds, bedsteads and bedding used by the
debtorand his family, one cooking stove and append-
ages, and all other cooking utensils, and all other
stoves and _appendages necesgary for the use of the
debtor and his family; one sewing machine, spinning
wheel, and all other implements of industry, and all
other household furniture not herein enumerated, not
exceeding $500, two cows, ten hogs, one yoke of oxen
and one horse or mule, or in lieu of one yoke of oxen
and one horse or mule, a span of horses or mules, and
twenty sheep and their wool; necessary food for the
support of such stock for one year ; one wagon, two
plows, drag, and other farming utensils, not exceeding
$300; grain, meat, vegetables, groceries, etc., for the
family for one year; the tools and implements of any
mechanic, miner, or other person, kept for the purpose
of carrying on his business, and in addition thereto
stock in trade not exceeding $400 in value; library, im-
plements, and oftice furniture of any professional man.
A lien on the homestead may be created by husband
and wife joining in the mortgage. Residents, not the
head of a family, have tools, implements, and stock in
trade up to $400, exempt from execution.

INTEREST. Legal rate, seven per cent., but twelve
per cent. may be agreed upon. Excess of twelve
per cent. is forfeited, but there is no penalty for usury.

JUDGMENTS of courts of record are liens on real
estate of debtor within the county, but lose their pri-
ority over subsequent judgments unless execution is
issued and levied within one year after judgment.
The lien can be extended to other counties by filing
certified copies of judgment. Lien continues for five
years, and may berevived, but the issuance of execution
prevents the judgment from becoming dormant until
the expiration of five years from date of issue of each
execution. Justices’ judgments become liens on filing
transcript in District Court of the county in which
they were rendered.

LimiTATIONS OF SUiTs. An action for the recovery of
real property, sold on execution or by executors, ad-
ministrators or guardians, brought by the execution
debtor, or the heirs, ward or guardian, or any claiming
under them after the date of the judgment or order of
sale must be within five years after the deed is recorded.
To recover by holder of tax deed within two years,
and against holder of tax deed within five years after
recording of tax deed. Other actions for recovery of
real property, within fifteen years after cause of action
accrues. On official bonds and contracts in writing, five
years. Contracts not in writing, three years. Tres-
pass, detinue, replevin, injuries not arising on contract,
and relief on the ground of fraud, two years.

MARRIED WOMEN have same rights as men concern-
ing property and business, and may carry on trade, sue
and be sued, and sell or convey their real estate, pre-
cisely as their husbands can. The estates of dower and
curtesy have been abolished. Homestead is absolute
property of widow and children, and widow takes in
fee simple one-half ot all other real estate owned by
the husband during coverture, unless she joined in the
conveyance thereof.

MorTcAGES and conveyances of real estate, to be valid
against subsequent bone fide purchasers, must be duly
acknowledged and recorded within the county. Are
foreclosed by suit only, in which all parties in interest
are made parties defendant. Chattel mortgages are
absolutely void as against creditors and subsequent
purchasers and mortgagees in good faith, unless pos-
session of the property actually passes to and remains
in the mortgagee, or the instrument be forthwith filed
of record. Such mortgages expire within one year, as
to creditors or purchasers, unless renewed by affidavit,
showing interest, filed during the last thirty days of
the year.

NoTEs AND BrLLs oF ExcmANGE. All bonds, notes
and bills of exchange, except bank checks and sight
drafts, made negotiable, shall be entitled to three days
of grace in the time of payment. All bonds, notes,
and bills of exchange, foreign and inland, drawn for
any sum or sums of money, certain, and made payable
to any person or order, or to any person or bearer, shall
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be negotiable by éindorsement thereon if payable to
order, and by delivery if payable to bearer, so as to
absolutely transfer and vest the property thereof in
each and every indorsee or holder, successively; but
nothing in this section shall be construed to make
negotiable any such bond, note, or bill of exchange,
drawnepayable to any person or persons alone, and not
drawn payable to any order, bearer or assigns. [See
General Statutes, 1868.]

By the laws of 1875 it was provided that no person or
persons, bank or body corporate, residing or doing busi-
ness within the limits of this State, can be held liable
for protest damages on any bond, note or bill protest-
ed heretofore or hereafter for non-acceptance or non-
payment. Whenever the third day of grace falls
upon a Sunday, July 4, December 25, or January 1,
or upon any day appointed for a public Fast or Thanks-
giving, the next preceding day is the last day of
grace.

SuiTs are commenced in the District Courts by filing
a petition and precipe, and causing a summons to issue
thereon. Actions concerning real estate must be
brought in the county in which the land or a part
of it is situated, and all other actions in the county in

which defendant resides or may, be summoned,
except where defendant is non-resident or a foreign

corporation, when action may be brought in any county
where defendant has property. Divorces must be
brought in county where plaintiff resides.

TAxEs. One-half the annual levy becomes due Dec.
20, and if not paid all becomes due and there is a pen-
alty of five per cent. added. Ifnot paid by March 20
another five per cent. is added, and on June 20 still
another five per cent. The tax is then delinquent, and
property is subject to sale on the first Tuesday in
September following. After sale it bears interest at
the rate of twenty-four per cent. per annum, and the
same rate on all subsequent taxes. Lien attaches on
November 1 in the year in which tax is levied, and
lands sold for taxes are redeemable within three years
from day of sale.

WirLs must be in writing and signed at the end
thereof by the party making the same, or by some
other person in his presence and by his express direc-
tion, and shall be attested and subscribed in the
presence of the  testator by two or more competent
witnesses, who saw the testator subscribe or heard
him acknowledge the same.

KENTUCKY.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds executed out of the
United States by persons other than married women
may be certified by any Foreign Minister or Consul, or
Secretary of Legation of the United States, or by the
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, certified under his seal of
office or by the Juﬁge of a superior court of the nation
where the deed shall be executed, to have been ac-
knowledged or proved by him as required by law (Gen.
Stat., Chap. 24, Sec. 17). Deeds executed out of this
State and within the United States by persons other
than married women, may be certified under his seal
of office. by the Clerk of a court, his deputy, or a
Notary Public, Mayor of a city, or Secretary of State, or
Commissioner to take acknowledgments of deeds, or by
a Jodge under the seal of his court, to have been
acknowledged or proved before him in the manner
hereby requiread (7bid, Sec. 16). Deeds executed in this
State by others than married women, may be acknowl-
edged before a Clerk of a Countys Court, or may be
proved by two subscribing yyitnesses, or by one who
also proves the attestation of the other, or by proof of
two witnesses that the subscribing witnesses are both
dead or out of this State, or one so absent and the other
dead, and like proof of the signature of one witness
and the grantor. Deeds of married women executed in
this State must be acknowledged before a Clerk of the
County Court, who shall explain to her the contents
and effect of the deed separately and apart from her
husband, and if she freely and voluntarily acknowledge
the same, and is willing for it to be recorded, he shall
certify the deed, stating in the acknowledgment when
it was acknowledged, but need not state privy examina-
tion, etc. A deed of a married woman, to be effectual,
shall be acknowledged before some of the officers
named above when made out of this State, who shall
explain to her the contents and effect of the instrument
separately and apart from her husband, and if she
freely and voluntarily acknowledge the same, and is
willing for it to be recorded, he shall so certify.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsSOLVENCY. There is no provision
for the discharge of an insolvent debtor unless debts are
paid in full. A general assignment for benefit of all
creditors may be made and claims are proven, as in the
case of a decedent’s estate. Trustee must give bonds
and settle his account in two years.

ATTACHMENT issues where defendant is non-resident
or a foreign corporation, or has been absent four
months from the State, evades service, conceals, at-
tempts to remove, disposes of, or conveys property with
intent to defrand or delay creditors, or in an action by
vendor of property fraudulently purchased to vacate
the sale and have restoration of the property. But an
attachment will not be granted on the first two grounds
except on actions to recover a debt or demand arising
upon contract. Bond and security must be given.
Garnishment process will issue on return of an execu-
tion nnsatisfied, or at the commencement of an attach-
ment suit, and any persons indebted to defendant may
be made parties thereto. An order or arrest may be
issued by the Clerk of the Court in which the action is

brought or pending, when an affidavit is filed showing
the amount, nature and justness of the demand, and
that the debtor is about to depart from the State with
intent to defraud his creditors, has concealed or moved
his property, or a material part thereof, from the estate,
or that he has money, or securities for money, or evi-
dences of debtin his possession, or that ot others for his
use, and is about to depart from the State without leav-
ing sufficient property to pay plaintiff’'s claim. Bond
must be given by plaintiff in double the amount of his
claim, to cover the damages to the defendant, if the
order was wropngfully procured. Defendant, when taken
under order of arrest, will be confined in jail unti! he
gives bail or is discharged under insolvent laws.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts are
held twice a year in nearly every county; and in Jeffer-
son county (Louisville) continuously, except July and
August. Have original jurisdiction in all civil cases,
both in law and equity. But in several counties
Common Pleas Courts have been established with simi-
lar common law jurisdiction, and in Kenton, Campbell,
Bracken and Pendleton counties there are Chancery
Courts with exclusive equitable jurisdiction. Jefferson
county has a Court of Common Pleas and a Chancery
Court, with jurisdiction in the city ot Louisville and
county of Jefferson. County Courts in each county
deal with probate and guardianship matters. Quar-
terly Courts have jurisdiction up to $200, and Justice’s
Courts up to $100; Justices of the Peace in Jefferson
county up to $100, exclusive of interest and costs. The
Appellate Court has no original jurisdiction. All cases
may be appealed where the amount in controversy is
$100 or more.

ExEcuTIONS issue from courts of Justices of the
Peace and County Courts in five days; Circuit Courts,
ten days; Louisville Chancery Court, fifteen days; re-
turnable not under thirty nor over ninety days trom
date, and are liens only after delivery to proper officer.
At any time before levy is made, debtor can execute a
replevin bond with good security, payable to the credit-
or, which acts as a stay for three months. Real estate
sold under execution for less than two-thirds its ap-
praised value may be redeemed within twelve months
by payment to purchaser of original purchase money and
ten per cent. per annum interest thereon.

ExEMPTIONS. No exemptions allowed except to bona
fide housekeepers, with a family; in favor of such there
is exempt from execution and attachment for debt: a
homestead of the value of $1,000; specific articles ot
household turniture; live stock, provisions and proven-
der, agricultural and domestic implements, libraries and
instruments of professional men: which may vary in
value from one to seven hundred dollars: the wages ot
a laboring man to the extent ot $50, except for house
rent and f;zimily supplies, $200 in stock and materials to
mechanics who are housekeepers and have families.
These exemption laws are of different dates. Exemp-

tion continues after death ot debtor, for widow and in-
fant children, if any.
The legal rate of interest in this State is

INTEREST.
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8ix per cent.,and no contract may be made at any
greater rate. [See Act of March 14th, 1878, in force
April 1, 1878.] The penalty for usury is forfeiture of
all interest in excess of the legal rate. Six per cent. is
allowed upon judgments rendered, and judgments upon
written contracts bear the same rate ot interest pro-
vided for in the contract, not exceeding the legal rate
as fixed by the above law. Interest at the legal rate
may be recovered upon open accounts by proper plead-
ing of the maturity ot debt and the default of the de-
tendant. Prior to the adoption ot the law quoted
above it was allowable to contract tor a rate not ex-
ceeding eight per cent. per annum.

JUDGMENTS are not a lien upon the estate of the de-
fendant. Executions may issue upon them at any time
within fifteen years, and every time they are issued act
as a revival of judgment.

LimiTATIONS OF Surts. Actions upon contracts in
writing, promissory notes, ofticial bonds, or upon a
judgment or decree of any court, must be brought
within fifteen years, the time dating from the last issue
of execution; also all actions for the recovery of real
estate; and no disability whatever can extend the time
longer than thirty years. Actions upon contract, ex-
press or implied, not in writing, for trespass on real or
personal property, on bills of exchange, drafts, or upon
a promissory note placed on the footing of a bill of
exchange, upon accounts between merchants or their
agents, or tor relief upon the ground of fraud, must be
brought within five years. Actions upon merchants’
accounts for goods sold to consumers shall be brought
in two years, the time to be computed trom the first
day of January next after the goods are sold and
charged. Revivor: New promise, or recognition ot
debt as an existing liability after bar.

MarriED WoMEN hold their separate estate free from
the control or liability for debts of the husband Upon
joint petition of husband and wife, Circuit Court may
empower the wife to trade as & feme sole. Widow
takes dower in one-third for life of all real estate, unless
dower be barred, forfeited or relinquished. Married
\Yon_rlen may dispose of their separate estate by deed or
devise.

MorTeAGES must be executed and acknowledged
same as deeds, but contain a clause of defeasance.
Wife must join to bar dower. Mortgages can only be
foreclosed by decree of court of equity. Chattel mort-
gages must be recorded, and, except as to creditors
having actual notice, take effect only from the time
they are lodged for record in the County Clerk’s office.

NoreEs AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE. Three days of
grace are allowed on bills of exchange drawn payable
at or after sight, or on time. No damages are allowed
on any bills of exchange, upon protest, except ten per
cent. per annum on bills drawn upon persons out of
the United States, but not longer than eighteen months.

Svrrs. Civil actions are commenced by filing a peti-
tion with the Clerk of the proper court and causing a
summons to issue thereon. Non-resident plaintiffs
must give bond for costs. In ordinary proceedings
summons must be served ten days before commence-
ment of the term. Twenty days in Jefferson county.
Parties sending claims to Kentucky for collection
should give full names and residence of plaintiffs.

TAxEs are due on June 1st of each year, and five per
cent. penalty is added after April 1st following. Sheriff
may levy on personalty, and if there be no personalty,
then (after Nov. 1) on-real estate. Owner may redeem
within two years on payment of purchase money with
interest at the rate of six per cent. perannum and costs.

LOUISIANA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds executed within the
State may be made before a Notary Public, Parish Re-
corder or his deputy, in the presence of two witnesses.
In other States, before a Commissioner of Louisiana, or
any officer authorized to take depositions in the
State where he resides, but the official character of
such officer must be properly verified. Louisiara
Commissioner may certify to the officia® position of
any public officer in the State for which he is ap-
pointed.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLvENcY. Under the State
laws insolvent debtor may make surrender of property
to creditors, or an involuntary surrender may be forced
by any creditor who shall have issued an execution
which is returned unsatisfied. Surrender vests all
property of debtor in creditors, and stops all legal pro-
ceedings against him. Debtor must file sworn sched-
ules of assets and liabilities. Creditors elect a syndic,
who ives bond and manages the estate. Mortgage or
privilege creditors are not bound by the decision of the
majority of the creditors if they wish to sell the prop-
erty, but may ask for the sale of sufficient to pay the
mortgage or privilege debt. Debtor can only obtain
final discharge by consent of a majority of creditors in
number and amount, and where discharge is not grant-
ed, debtor can be forccd to make a new cession, when
he can be shown to have acquired property, but debts
subsequently contracted are entitled to preference.
Where a jury find the debtor guilty of fraud, he is de-
prived of the benefit of the insolvent laws, and is liable
toimprisonment.

ArTacHMENT. Writs of attachment issue on ap-
plication of creditor, under oath, when the debtor is
about leaving the State permanently, without there be-
ing a posgibility, in the ordinary course of judicial pro-
ceedings, of obtaining or executing judgment against
him previous to his departure; when the debtor resides
out of the State: when he conceals himself to avoid
being cited and forced to answer to the suit intended to
be brought against him; when he has mortgaged, as-
signed or disposed of, or is about to mortgage, assign,
or dispose of his property, rights, or credits, or some
part thereof, with intent to defraud his creditors or give
an unfair preference to some of thean ;: and when he has
converted, or is about to convert, his property into
money or evidences of debt with intent to place it be-
yond the reach of his creditors. Creditor must furnish
bond equal to the amount claimed to be due, with
at least one solvent surety, residing within the

jurisdiction of the court, conditioned for payment
to debtor of all damages sustained by him in case it is
decided that the attachment was wrongfully obtained.
Arrest of the debtor is allowed, but is of little practi-
cal value, as it only secures the person.of the debtor to
answer the suit, and he can not be held for the payment
of the debt. Garnishment may be had as an accessory
either to a writ of gttachment or fieré facias.

Courts. 7Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
have original jurisdiction where over $100 are involved.
Orleans Parish has one Civil Court with five divisions,
and civil business ig divided amongst them. Justice’s
jurisdiction, $100.

ExecuTrioN. Property taken under a writ of fier:

Jacias must be advertised and appraised, and can not

be sold for less than two-thirds of the appraised value,
until it has been re-advertised. There is no redemp-
tion of property sold under execution or mortgage.
No stay of execution is given except on appeal, and
execution may issue at any time after-the delay for
appealing suspensively has expired.

ExemprIONS. To head of family, real estate if
owned and occupied as a residence, together with cer-
tain furniture, stock, implements, provisions, etc.; the
property not to exceed $2,000, and no exemption if
wife has separate property worth over $2,060.

INTEREST. Legal rate is five per cent., but eight per
cent. may be agreed upon. If higher than eight per
cent. is charged, such charge forfeits entire interest.
If paid, it may be sued for and recovered within
twelve months. But a higher rate may be recovered if
included in the principal of the note.

JUDGMENTS recorded in the office of the Parish Re-
corder become mortgages from date of record upon all
real estate of the debtor, and may be thus recorded in
any parish where debtor owns real estate.

LimiTATIONS TO SUITS. Prescription—Of three years;
Claims for arrearages of rent charges, or the hire of
movables or immovables, for the payment of money
lent, on accounts of merchants, whether wholesale or
retail, and on all open accounts. Of five years: Actions
on bills of exchange and promissory notes, reckoning
from the date of maturity, for nullity or rescission of
contracts. Of ten years: All judgments for money,
whether rendered within or without the State, reserv-
ing to owner of judgment the right to have the same
revived at any time before prescription has run. Of
thirty years: All actions for immovable property, or
for an entire estate, as a succession. Pres€ription
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may be waived by the debtor after the same is acquired.
Revivor: Express acknowledgment and promise to pay.
MARRIED WOMEN. Separate property of wife con-
trolled by her; revenues of ali separate property and
a1l property acquired by either husband or wife after
marriage held in community. A married woman can
not sue without the concurrence of her husband, and
she can not bind herself or her property for his debts.
Wife has no dower in her husband’s real estate.
MorTcAGES can be foreclosed at any time after ma-
turity of the debt, by instituting a regular suit and
obtaining judgment thereon, or, if the act imports a
confession of judgment in favor of the holder, he can
apply to the court for an order directing the Sheriff to
seize and sell the property. All mortgages must be
recorded before they can have any effect as against
third parties. Trust deeds are not in use, and gtil_attel
mortgages are unknown to the laws of Louisiana.
Thereis no redemption of property sold under mortgage.
NoTeEs AND Birus or EXxcHANGE. Three days grace
are allowed upon bills of exchange and notes, or other
obligations made negotiable by law, but no grace is
allowed on sight bills or orders for money on demand.
All negotiable instruments are due and payable on the
day following the third day of grace, when the third is
a Sunday or legal holiday, and if this day be a Sunday
or legal holiday, then such instruments are due and
payvable on the following day, not a Sunday or legal
holiday. Whenever a promissory note is indorsed

for the benefit of the maker thereof—of which men-
tion is made in the note—if caused by the maker to
be discounted in any bank in operation within the
State, or if the maker obtain any money in considera-
tion of said note from any person, the indorser shall be
bound to the holders of the note as if it had been dis-
counted or negotiated for his own use or benefit. Bills
and notes, or other obligations for the payment of
money, to be evidence of a debt, must express the whole
sum in writing. The cents may be in figures. Days of
public rest are January 1, January 8, February 22,
March 4 in New Orleans, July 4, December 25,
Sundays, Good Friday and Shrove Tuesday.

Surrs. Actions are commenced by petition setting
forth cause of action, etc., and signed by plaintift or his
attorney. Plaintiff must give resident security, and
also make a deposit to cover costs. Full names and
residences of parties should be supplied, especially
where the claim belongs to a partnership.

Taxes. The Collector is required to give ten days
public notice of his readiness to receive taxes, and after
ten days from the expiration ot such notice, must give
written notice to each delinquent. If taxes are not
paid within ten days more, Collector may seize and sell
property, after twenty days advertisement. Lands sold
for taxes are redeemable within one year, by the
owner, his agent or heirs. or any creditor, on payment
of the purchase money. with 20 per cent. interest and
costs, and all subsequent taxes paid.

MAINE.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. All deeds of real estate in
this State must be under actual seal, and it is usual,
although not compulsory, to have them witnessed.
Deeds, in order to be recorded, if executed within the
State, must be acknowledged before a Justice of the
Peace or Notary Public. In other States and Terri-
tories acknowledgment can be made before any Mag-
istrate, Notary Public, Justice of the Peace, or Com-
missioner of Deeds for the State ot Maine. While
a certificate of a Clerk of record to the capacity of
official taking an acknowledgment out of the State

is not required by statute, it is in all cases recom- °

mended. For acknowledgments one grantor is sufli-
cient. In foreign countries acknowledgments may be
taken by a Notary Public, or by any Uwnited States
Minister or Consul.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. An insolvent law pro-
vides asystem of insolvency, voluntary and involuntary,
where debts are not less than $300, with assignees elected,
subject to approval ot the Court, who dispose ot property,
pay expenses and divide the assets. The insolvent may be
discharged from his debts. Fraudulent conveyances and
preterences are declared void. Penalties are provided
for misconduct of insolvent assignee and messenger.
Debts contracted by fraud and breach of trust are not
affected by discharge, which may be annulled within
two years for cause. Proceedings are in the Probate
Courts with appeals in certain cases to the Supreme Ju-
dicial Court, which has full equity power in all matters
arising under the law. If debts are less than $300, the
debtor may make a general disclosure and be discharged
from arrest.

An assignment law for benefit of creditors is still on
the statute books; but the Court has held that an
assignment under it by one who is insolvent is void
since the enactment of the insolvent law.

ATTACHMENT. All real and personal property not ex-
empt by law may be attached for debt, no affidavits
being required, and no security for costs unless the
creditor is a non-resident of the State; and liens thus
created hold in the order in which the attachments are
made until thirty days after rendition of judgment,
with extension where issue of execution is delayed,
(see Executions) within which time they may be per-
fected by levy of execution. Perishable goods or pro-
perty liable to great depreciation by keeping, or kept
at great expense, being attached, may be sold immedi-
ately by consent of parties, or by appraisal caused
to be made under the statute by the ofticer upon
request of attaching creditors, and the proceeds held
by the officer in lieu of the property. Debtors about
to leave the State may be arrested on mesne process
upon affidavit of the creditor that he has reason to
believe, and does believe, that the debtor is about
to depart and reside beyond the limits of the State,

and to carry with him means of his own more than
necessary for his immediate support, and that at least
$10 is due on the claim; and in any case on execu-
tion when the debt is at least $10, defendant may be
arrested in any action ex delicto on mesne process.
Debtors under arrest or imprisoned on execution or
mesne process may disclose all their property not exempt
from attachment for the creditor’s benefit, and be dis-
charged from arrest by Justice’s Courts constituted for
that purpose, or may give bond and disclose in the same
manner. A party indebted to another may be held as
trustee of the latter, but claims for wages of personal
labor not exceeding $20 can not be garnisheed, except
where the debt is for necessaries.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Supreme Judicial
Court, which holds from two to three terms a year in
each county, has unlimited jurisdiction in all actions
except as specified below. Inthecountyot Cumberland
(Portland), the Superior Court has, except in equity,
divorce and real actions and in some other cases, ex-
clusive jurisdiction up to $500, and concurrent above
that sum, and holds term on first l'uesday of every
month, except June, July and August. In Kennebec
county, (Augusta), the Superior Court has exclusive
jurisdiction up to $1,000, and concurrent above, and sits
on the first Tuesday of February, April. September
and December, and the second Tuesday of June. Courts
of Probate have the usunal jurisdiction ; Municipal
Courts and Trial Justices up to $20 only, with some
exceptions.

EXEcurioNs may be issued any time after twenty-four
hours from rendition ot judgment, and are returnable in
three months. Will run against the body where judg-
ment is for more than $10, unless debtor is a married
woman. May be renewed at any time within ten
years, or judgment may be sued within twenty years.
No stay is allowed except by the Court for special cause
and for one year against absent defendants, unless
bond given. Real estate may be taken by levy, and
rights of redemption, by contract, and otherwise, may
be sold, and all may be redeemed within one year.
Personal property is levied upon by sale, or money
or bank bills may be directly applied.

Exemprions. Homestead, $500, where duly registered.
Usual wearing apparel, furniture $50, bedding, pic-
tures, etc., library $150, stoves, fuel and lumber, pro-
visions and seed grain, sewing machine, certain
working animalgs, a team not exceeding $300in value and
a boat of two tons burden, and domestic fowl worth $50.

INTEREST. The legal rate ot interest is six per cent:;
but the parties may agree in writing for any rate of in-
terest. Judgments bear interest at the rate of six per
cent. On open accounts current, interest would com-

mence when the party to whom the balance is due
No usury laws.

makes demand of payment.
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JUDGMENTS do not create a lien on debtor’s property,
but such lien may be created by attachment on the
writ. [See ATTACHMENT, passin.|

LimrTATiONs oN Sulrs. Debt contracts and liabilities,
express or implied, not under seal, six years; arrears
of rent, waste, trespass on land. actions on the case,
and all actions for taking, detaining or injuring goods
or chattels, same time. On real actions and judgments
of courts of record, twenty years. Revivor: Part pay-
ment or new promige in writing.

MARrIED WOMEN may own, manage and convey real
and personal estate acquired from any source except
from husband, as if single. Married women may own,
buy and sell property of all kinds in their own right
and name, may transact business, and sue and be sued.
A married woman'’s property is not liable for the debts
ot her husband, nor is he liable for her debts contracted
before marriage, nor for those contracted after in her
own name and upon her credit. All contracts of mar-
ried women for any purpose are valid. Widow takes
dower in a life estate in one-third of all realty owned by
husband during coverture, one-half if no issue, if the
estate is solvent. The husband has a like interest in
the solvent estate of his deceased wife.

MorTeAGES of real estate must be acknowledged
and recorded same as deeds. May be foreclosed by
advertisement, by taking peaceable possession, or by
suit. Mortgagor has three years from the time either
of these proceedings are commenced in which to re-
deem, but the time ot redemption may be reduced to
not less than one year by agreement inserted in the
mortgage. Power of sale mortgages are in use thoach
not authorized by statute, and are recognized by the
Courts: there is no redemption from sales under them.

Chattel mortgages must be recorded in lerk’s office of
town where mortgagee resides, or where property is if
all reside out of the State, or possession of the property
taken and retained by the mortgagee; otherwise they
are void as against third parties.

NorEs AND BiLLs or EXcHANGE. Three days grace
are allowed on_all bills of exchange and promissory
notes not on demand, and on sight drafts which are
payable within this State. Promissory notes for the
payment of money, to order or bearer, are negotiable.
Demand and notice are neccssary to bind indorsers.
The maker and indorser can not be sued in one action.
Damages on bills, payable in United States, one to
nine per cent.; no statute in relation to damages on
foreign bills protested. Legal holidays are Sundays,
day of public Fast or Thanksgiving fixed by Governor
and Council, Jan. 1st, Feb. 22d, July 4th, Dec. 25th,
and Memorial Day.

Surrs. Actions are commenced, where both parties
are resident in the State, in the county where either
resides, and if plaintiff is non-resident, then in county
where defendant lives; trustee actions where some
trusteelives. All actions concerning real estate must be
brought in the county where the land is situated; and
actions of replevin, where the property was taken.
Service on individuals must be had fourteen days, and
on corporations thirty days, before the return day.

TAXES constitute a lien on real estate. If taxes are
not paid within nine months after assessment, lands
are advertised and sold. Owners of non-resident land
may redeem within one year, and of resident land
within two years after sale, by paying taxes, costs,
and twenty five per cent. interest in the first case, and
twenty per cent. in the latter.

MARYLAND.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS of conveyances of any interest in
real or leasehold property, may be made within the
State, and in the county or city in which the land, or
any part of it lies, before a Justice of the Peace, a
Judge of the Orphans’ Court, or a Judge of any court
of record. If within the State, but out of the county
in which the estate conveyed lies, they may be made be-
fore a Judge of any of the State courts of record, or
a Justice of the Peace, the official character of the jus-
tice must be certified by the Clerk of the Circuit, Coun-
ty, or Superior Court, (Baltimore City), under his official
seal. If without the State, they may be made before a
Notary Public,a Judge of any Court of the United States,
or of any State Court having a seal. The seal of the
officer or court to be affixed to the certificate of acknowl-
edgment in all cases. If acknowledged without the
United States, the acknowledgment may be made before
any Minister, Consul General, Vice or Consular Agent
or Deputy, or a Notary Public, or a Commissioner in
take acknowledgments for State of Maryland. [Act of
1882, Chap. 63.] Every deed conveying any interest to
real estate, must be signed and sealed by the grantor,
and attested by at least one witness. A scroll seal is
sufficient. No words of inheritance are necessary to
create an estate in fee simple, and no separate ex-
amination of a married woman is required.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. A debtor may be
declared insolvent upon his own application or upon a
petition filed by one or more creditors, the aggregate
of whose debts amount to the sum of $250—alleging
some of the causes specified in the statute (1830, Ch.
172, Sec. 23). No preferences are allowed. A discharge
releases the claims of all creditors living in the State,
but does not affect the claims of non-resiaent creditors
unless they are filed in the proceedings. Voluntary
deeds of assignment for the benefit of creditcrs, pro-
viding for an equal distribution of the assets among
the creditors, are valid, but deeds with preferences and
exacting releases are void in all cases of insolvency.

ATTACHMENTS for debt can be obtained in all cases
when the defendant is a non-resident or has absconded,
aftidavit being first made by the plaintiff to the correct-
ness of his claim and the fact that the defendant is a
non-resident or has absconded. They may be also ob-
tained in connection with an original process when the
creditor or some one 1n_his behalf shall give bond in
double the amount of the debt, with sureties to be ap-
proved by the Clerk, and make affidavit before the
Clerk of the Court where the suit is brought that the
defendant is bona fide indebted to the plaintiff in the

sum claimed, and that the plaintiff knows or has good
reason to believe that the debtor is about to abscond
from the State, or that the defendant has assigned
disposed of or concealed, or is about to assign, dispose
of or conceal, his property, or some portion thereof,
with intent to defraud his creditors, or that the de-
fendant fraudulently contracted the debt or incurred
the obligation; or that the defendant has removed or is
about to remove his property, or some portion thereof,
out of this State, with intent to defraud creditors. A
claimant may have the attached property released by
filing a bond in double the amount of the appraisement.
Any kind of property or credits belonging to the de-
fendant, in the plaintiff’s own hands or in the hands of
any one else, and shares of stock in a corporation, may
be attached. Credits not due may be attached, but
wages, hire or galary not due can not be attached un-
less the debt or judgment upon which the attachment
issued, exclusive of costs, exceed the sum of one hun-
dred dollars. Imprisonment for debt is abolished.
Courrs. 7erms and Jurisdiction. The Circuit Courts
in the counties have jurisdiction both at common law
and equity, unlimited as to the amount of claim. They
hold from two to four regular terms in each county at
which they have a jury; there are, however, interme-
diate terms fixed by the rules, to which process may be
made returnable. The Circuit Court of Baltimore City
has exclusive equity jurisdiction in the city. The Supe-
rior Court, the Court of Common Pleas and Baltimore
City Court have concurrent common law jurisdiction.
The Court of Common Pleas has exclusive jurisdiction
in insolvency, and the Criminal Court in criminal cases.
The Orphans’ Courts in Baltimore City and in the
counties have probate jurisdiction. Justice’s jurisdic-
tion, $100. The Common Law Courts have three terms
in the year, and rule days every month in the year ex-
cept August, to which process may be returnable. The
Equity Court has six terms in the year, beginning the
second Monday ot January and every other month.
ExXECUTIONS may issue at any time within twelve
years from date of judgment or from the expiration of
any stay, and may be therein levied on any property of
the defendant. In the Circuit Courts for the counties
there is a stay until the first Thursday of the term suc-
ceeding therendition of the judgment, provided the judg-
ment is obtained at the second term after the detendant
is summoned. There is no stay upon judgments
rendered in tke courts of Baltimore City or by Justices
of the Peace in the city or counties, but execution may
issue forthwith. The defendant may stay the execution
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by superseding with sureties in the courts for six
months. and before Justices in sums under $26.66 for
six months, and over that sum for twelve months.

ExemprioNs. No homestead law. Wearing apparel,
books and tools (not kept for sale) and $100 of property
in addition, are exempt from execution, except on
judgments for breach of promise to marry and seduc-
tion. Equitable interests in personal property can not
be sold under execution, but may be levied upon, and
the lien thus acquired may be enforced in equity.
Choses in action may be attached.

INTEREST. The legal rate of interest is six rer cent.
per annum. Judgments bear interest from the:r date.
A person proved guilty of usury forfeits the excess
over the real sum or value of the goods and chattels
lent, and legal interest thereon. Since 1876, where the
whole debt, including the usury, is paid, the usurious
interest can not be recovered back.

JupeMENTs are liens for twelve years from date of
rendition on any interest of the defendant in real or
leasehold property within the county where rendered.
They can be transferred from one county to another by
sending an execution to the Sheriff and a copy of the
docket entries to the clerk. The lien commences in the
county to which execution is issued from the date of
the entry of the docket entries by the clerk.

LIMITATIONS OF SuITs. Accounts and notes are barred
after three years, sealed instruments and judgments
after twelve years. A verbal promise will revive a debt
barred by the statute.

MArrRIED WoMEN. The property of a married wo-
man. real or personal, acquired by her at any time
since 1860, remains her separate estate and is mnot
liable for the debts of her husband. Wife must con-
vey real or personal property by joint deed with the
husband, but may devise the same by will as if she
were sole. Where husband is found a lunatic by
inquisition she may convey property as if she were
She may be sued on any instrument

executed jointly with her husband and on any con-
tract made in the prosecution of business under a
license to trade, or on a covenant us lessee. Husband
is not now liable for debts of wife dum sola, but for
gsuch debts husband and wife can be sued and judg-
ment obtained against the wife. Widow is entitled
to dower in real estate and one-third ot the personal
estate if there are children; one-half if none.

MoRrTGAGES are executed, acknowledged and recorded
csame as deeds, and are not valid against creditors unless
recorded within six months. There must be an affida-
vit made by the mortgagee or his agent at any time
before recording, that the consideration is true and
bona fide. If made by agent, he must, in addition,
make oath that he is the agent of the mortgagee. A
like affidavit is required to chattel mortgages, and abso-
lute bills of sale, both of which must be recorded
within twenty days. The lien of a mortgage may, by
ceasing to pay interest or any installment of the prin-
cipal for twenty years, be barred. They may be fore-
closed at any time after the debt becomes due and
betore the lien is barred.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. The maker of a
promissory note or the acceptor of a bill ot exchange
will be held liable to an innocent holder who takes the
same before maturity for value and in good faith even
though the note was made or the bill accepted without
consideration. Three days grace are allowed on all
negotiable paper except sight or demand drafts. A seal
to a promissory note makes it a single bill and there-
fore not negotiable. Bills of lading are by statute
negotiable in the same manner and with the benefit of
the same rules as promissory notes.

Suits. Actions are at common law. Pleadings have
been simplified, but forms of actions remain as at com-
mon law. Service of writs must be made by the return
day, which, in the counties is the first day of each term,
and in Baltimore City of each rule day.

MASSACHUSETTS.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be made before any Justice
of the Peace, Magistrate or Notary Public, or Commis-
sioner appointed for that purpose by the government of
this commonwealth within the United States. Ac-
knowledgments of deeds maybe made before any Con-
sular officer under the laws of the United States, in any

foreign country to which he is accredited. Within
Massachusetts acknowledgments may be taken by
any Justice of the Peace or Notary Public. Where the

acknowledgment is taken by any official other than a
Commissioner for Massachusetts, a certificate of the
official’s appointment and authority under which he
acts, made by the Secretary of State, or a Clerk of a
court of record, should be attached. Deeds must be
under seal, a scroll being insufficient. No subscribing
witness is necessary. Release of dower must be ex-
plicitly stated in deed, wife’s joining in deed merely be-
ing insufticient. In case of several grantors acknowledg-
ment of one is sufficient.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLvENCY. The insolvent law
is in many respects similar to the United States bank-
rupt law, repealed in 1878, and has no jurisdiction over
debts contracted outside the State unless the same are
proved in the insolvency proceedings. But an assign-
ment to trustee to divide property among creditors can
not be avoided by attaching creditor and only by assignee
in insolvency. Anyperson owing $100 or more may ob-
tain relief; and any creditor may apply within ninety
days after commission of act of insolvency for seizure
and distribution of estate. Assignee ischosen by major-
ity in value, and may be required to give bond. Proof of
debts must be substantially according to statute form,
mere affidavit of indebtedness not allowable. Original
notes and bills of exchange must be annexed to proof.
The oath may be made before Justice of the Peace, No-
tary Public or Commissioner. Assent of majority in
number and value filed within six months from date of
assignment necessary for discharge if assets do not pay
fifty per cent. or more, otherwise discharge granted
without assent. Attachments made more than four
months prior to first publication of notice of issuing
warrant in case of voluntary proceedings and more
than four months prior to first publication of notice of
filing petition in involuntary proceedings are not dis-
solved by assignment in insolvency.

ArracHMENT. All real estate, goods and chattels not
exempt, may be taken in attachment on the original
writ and held as security for judgment, except thatlands
and tenements can not be attached in suits involving
less than $20. Debtor may dissolve attachment by fur-
nishing bond with sureties to pay judgment obtained or
value of property attached determined by appraisement.
Upon aftidavit by the creditor or some one in his behalf,
that he has reason to believe that the debtor intends to
leave the State and has property not exempt from at-
tachment which he does not intend to apply to the pay-
ment of plaintiff 's claim, the debtor may be arrested
and held to bail. Debtor against whom judgment is
rendered for over $20 may be subjected to sworn exam-
ination touching his property, and if he refuses to de-
liver up such property (not being exempt from attach-
ment), an order for arrest will issue and he can then ap-
ply and be examined to take the poor debtor’s oath.

Courts. Term and Juriwsdictions. Trial Justices
may severally hold Courts within the counties for
which they are appointed, and shall have original juris-
diction, exclusive of the Superior Court; and of all
actions of contract, tort or replevin, where the debt or
damages demanded or value of the property alleged to
be detained does not exceed $100. Police and District
Courts may in their respective counties exercise the
same powers, shall have the same jurisdiction, civil
and criminal, and shall perform the same duties and be
subject to the same liabilities as Trial Justices. The
Supreme Judicial Court has original and concurrent
jurisdiction with the Superior Court, in actions for
recovery of debt to the amount of $4,000 or over in
Suffolk county (Boston) and $1,000 or over in the other
counties of the State. Superior Court has jurigdiction
where the amount claimed exceeds $20. Municipal
Court of the city of Boston has jurigdiction concurrent-
ly with the Superior Court in the county of Suffolk, in
actions where the debt does not exceed $1,000, provided
one or more of the defendants resides or has his usunal
place of business in the city of Boston. The other
Municipal, District, Police Courts and Trial Justices
throughout the State have, as a rule, concurrent juris-
diction up to $300.

ExEecuTrioNs can not issue until twenty-four hours
after judgment rendered, and an original execution must
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be issued within one year after plaintiff is entitled to
sue out the same. Executions from all courts are re-
turnable within sixty days. There is no stay of execu-
tion, except by special order of court.

ExemprIioNs. Homestead, if recorded, to the value
of $800. Necessary wearing apparel of family, certain
rpecified articles of household furniture, and $300 worth
in addition thereto; library, $50; tools and implements,
$100; stock, $100; boats and fishing tackle, etc., $100;
one cow, six sheep, one swine and two tons of hay,
sewing machine, necessary wearing apparel, pew in
church, etc.

INTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent. which is allowed
on judgments. There are no usury laws, and any rate
may be reserved or contracted for in writing, and rate re-
;,:erved in note is payable after maturity of note as be-

ore.

JUDGMENTS may be entered within four days of de-
fault, but do not constitute a lien upon realty or person-
alty of debtor not attached on the original writ. Are
not outlawed for twenty years.

LimiraTioN oF Surrs. Contracts or liabilities, ex-
press or implied and not under seal, six years; real
actions, those upon an attested note, if suitis bronght
by original payee or his executor or administrator, and
personal actions on contracts not limited, twenty years.
Revivor: Part payment by the party sought to be
charged or new promise to pay in writing. Absence
from the State prevents the running of the statute of
limitations as to a defendant until he comes into the
State. Thestatute doesnotrun against infants, married
women during coverture, insane persons, those impris-
oned and those absent from the State.

MARRIED WOMEN. The real and personal estate of a
married woman, acquired at any time, remains her sole
and separate property, not subject to the control of her
husband, nor liable for his debts. Married women may
carry on trade or business, make contracts, sue and be
sued, in all matters relating to their separate property,
and such contracts are not binding upon the husbhand.

Wife can not deprive her husband of more than half of

her personal property by will, nor can she impair his
Interest in her real estate as tenant by the curtesy with-
out his written consent. Widow takes dower as at
common law, in one-third of her husband’s real estate,
and if there be no children and husband dies intestate,
she takes his real estate, in fee, to an amount not ex-
ceeding $5,000 in value, and a life estate in one-half of
the balance. Wife carrying on business on own account
must record certificate with city or town clerk; neglect
to do this renders her property so emploved liable for
husband’s debts, and renders husband liable for her
debts thus contracted.

NotEs AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. Three days of grace
are allowed on all negotiable paper payable at sight or
at a future day certain, except that no day of grace shall
be allowed upon any bill of exchange, note or draft, pay-

able on demand, nor upon a check drawn upon a bank,
The drawer of a bill or draft requiring acceptance has
till two o’clock p. M., on the next business day after
presentment to decide whether he will acecept. Bills of
exchange. drafts, promissory notes and contracts, due
and payable, or to be executed, on Sunday or any Fast
day or Thanksgiving day appointed or recommended
by the Governor or by the President, or Christmas day,
twenty-second day of February, the thirtieth day of
May, the fourth day of July, or on the following day
when either of the days mentioned occurs on Sunday,
shall be payable or performable upon the business day
next preceding said days; and in case of non-payment
or non-fulfillment may be noted and protested upon
such preceding day; but the holder or holders of sach
obligations need not give notice of the dishonor, non-
payment or non-fulfillment thereof until the business
day next following the d ys above specified. To charge
indorsers of a promissory note payable on demand, a
demand made at the expiration of sixty days from the
date thereof, without grace, or at any time within that
term, is necessary to fix liability of indorser, and shall
be deemed to be made within a reasonable time. No
presentment of such note to the promissor and demand
of payment wili charge the indorser, unless made on or
before the last day ot said term of sixty days. Orders
and drafts for money payable within this State, in
whichno time of paymentis expressed, shall be deemed
to be payable ondemand. All persons becoming parties
to prowissory notes payable on time by a signature in
blank on the back thereof, shall be entitled to notice
of 'he non-payment thereof the same as indorsers

Surrs. Civil actions in general, except those con-
cerning land, (if one of the parties lives in the State)
must be brought in the county where one of them lives
or has his usual place of business. Where all parties
are non-resident, action may be brought in any county.
Attachment of property owned by defendants 1esiding
out or State suflicient to give jurisdiction in suit after
notice published by order of court. Persons com-
morant in State may also be arrested on mesne process
and held to bail.

TAxEs assessed on real estate are a lien for two y ars
after they are committed to the Collector; but the Collec-
tor may sell real estate for taxes after two years have
elapsed, unless the estate has been alienated prior to
the giving of the notice of such sale. If rot paid
on demand, Collector may sell after advertisement.
Owner, his heirs or assigns, may redeem within two
years by paying or tendering to the Collector when he
exercises the power of taking, or to the purchaser of
the sum paid by him, with ten per cent. interest and all
necessary intervening charges, and,person having title
may redeem in two years aiter notice if property is taxed
to a person unknown. or to tenant or occupant not
owner, or wrong person or mortgagee of record.

MICHIGAN.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds and mortgages of lands
orany interest therein. executed within this State, must
be witnessed by two persons, and may be acknowledged
before any Judge or Commissioner of a court of
record, a Notary Public, or a Jusiice of the Peace.
When an instrument in writing is executed and
acknowledged in any other State, Territory or Dis-
trict of the United States, it may be done before
any Judge of a court of record, a Notary Pablic,
Justice of the Peace, Master in Chancery, or other offi-
cer authorized by the laws of such State to take the
acknowledgment of deeds therein, or before any
Commissioner appointed by the Governor of Michigan
for that purpose, and unless such acknowledgment be
taken before a Commissioner for Michigan, the instru-
ment should have attached thereto a certificate of the
Clerk of a court of record of the county or district
within which such acknowledgment is taken, under
the seal of his office, that the person whose name is
subscribed to the certificate of acknowledgment was,
at the date thereof, such officer as he is therein repre-
sented to be; that he believes the signature of such per-
son subscribed thereto to be genuine. and that the in-
strument is executed and acknowledged according to
the laws of such State, Territory or District, nnd if such
instrument be executed in any foreign country, it may
be executed according to the laws of such country, and

may be acknowledged before any Notary Public
therein, or before any Minister Plenipotentiary, Min-
ister Extraordinary. Minister Resident, Charge d’ Af-
faires, Commissioner or Consul of the United States,
appointed to reside therein. Such acknowledgment
to be certified thereon by the officer under his hand,
and if by a Notary, his seal of office shall be affixed
to such certificate.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Assignments for
the benefit of creditors may be made by an insolvent
debtor, without preference, and must be of all property
of assignor not exempt from execution. Assignee must
give approved bond in double the amount of property
assigned. The bond the instrument of assignment,
or a duplicate thereof, inventory of the assigned
property and a list of the creditors of the assignor, must
be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court in the county
where the assignor resides, or, if he is not a resident of
this State, thenin the county wherethe assignee resides,
and if neither are residents of this State, then in the
courty where the assigned property is principally lo-
cated. No assignment shall be effectual until such bond
shall be executed and filed as above stated, and approved
by said Clerk. No attachment or execution levied upon
assigned property after the assicnment and before the
expiration of the time for filing bond, shall be valid.
The assignment must be ucknowledged before an officer
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authorized to take acknowledgments. The bond shall . with interest borne by the judgment. Executions may

be to the assignor for the joint and several use and ben-
efit of himsell and all creditors of such assignor, and
shall be signed by the assignee and suflicient sureties,
who shall justify before said Clerk or a Circuit Court
Commissioner under oath. Notice shall be given by
the assignee personally or by mail to each creditor;
such notice shall require creditors to prove their claims
within ninety days thereafter by aflidavit to be filed in
said Clerk’s office, or in default the assignee or receiver
will proceed to distribute said estate, as soon as practi-
cable thereafter without reference to claimsnot proven.
Before making a dividend assignee shall serve person-
ally or by mail, on each creditor whose name appears
on schedule filed, a complete list of all creditors. The
assignee shall retain in his hands a sum to provide for
all contested claims. Every proof must state the
actual amount unpaid and owing, the actual consider-
ation thereof, when contracted, when due or to become
due, whether any and what payments have been made
thereon, that the sum claimed is justly due from
assignor to claimant, and that claimant has not nor has
any other person for his use received any security or
satisfaction whatever other than that by him set forth.
When dividend is made, assignee shall cause appraise-
ment to be made, by two competent appraisers under
oath, of the property assigned to him, and file the same
with the assignment. He shall also file a report of the
condition of the estate and his doings under the assign-
ment within three months thereafter in the said Clerk’s
office. In case of fraud in the assignment orin the exe-
cution of the trust, or tailure to comply with the law, or
failure to promptly and faithfully execute the trust, any
person interested may file a bill in chancery for the en-
forcement of the trust and the appointment of a re-
ceiver. Assignee or receiver may contest any claim.
Any creditor may request in writing the assignee or
receiver to contest any claim, and such request will
operate to stay payment of any dividend on such
contested claim. Iiassignee or receiverrefuse to make
such contest, creditor may petition the Circuit
Court for an order requiring it.

Thne Circuit Court in Chancery of the proper county
shall have supervisory power of all matters, questions
and disputes arising under such assignment.

ATTACHMENT. Process will issue on affidavit that
debtor has absconded, or is about to abscond from the
State; has assigned, removed, or concealed his prop-
erty with intent to defraud; or fraudulently contracted
the debt; or is non-resident, or a foreign corporation.
Garnishee process may be issued from any courtin
which the original suit is commenced, and in such pro-
ceeding indebtedness to the principal defendant or
property in hands of fraudulent transferree, or prop-
erty of any kind subject to execution in garnishee’s
hands, may be reached for the satisfaction of any judg-
ment recovered in the suit, but the wages of any
householder, having a family, to the extent of $25,
are exempt from garnishment. Arrests ot debtors
may be made in all actions other than those arising
on contract, and in such actions when the claim is
for money collected by any public officer, or for mis-
conduct or meglect in office or professional employ-
ment, or upon promise to marry. No woman can be
arrested on civil process.

Courts. Zerms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts,
holding from two to four terms a year in each county,
have original and exclusive jurisdiction with Justice
Courts where the debt does not exceed $300. Concur-
rent jurisdiction when damages on contract amount to
8100, and exclusive jurisdiction in actions of tort where
damages alleged exceed $100. The Superior Court of
Detroit and the Superior Court of Grand Rapids have
original and concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit
Courts in all civil actions where the debt or damages ex-
ceed $100, and in which the defendants, or one of them,
shall have been served with process in the saidrespec-
tive cities, and where the parties, or one of them, reside
in said cities, which must appear in the process or
pleadings. Justice’s Courts have original jurisdiction
when the debt does not exceed $100, and concurrent
jurisdiction with the Circuit Court when the debt does
not exceed $300, except in actions of tort, where the
limit is $100. There is a Probate Court in each county,
with the usual powers.

EXxEcuTION may issue at once in Circuit Courts, and
within five days from rendition of judgment in Justice’s
Courts. Executions are returnable in sixty days. Stay

in Justice’s Courts may be obtained by giving secured
bond for payment of judgment, costs and interest; the
time allowed being four months when the judgment
does not exceed $50, and six months when above that
sum. Lands sold under execution may be redeemed
within one year, by payment of the purchase mopney,

issue at any time during the life of a judgment.

ExemprroNns. Homestead of any householder not ex-
ceeding forty acres, if in the country, or a house and
lot in a city, town or village, the valuein either case not
to exceed $1,500. Can not be alienated or incumbered
without consent of the wife, where such relation exists.
Personalty exempt includes household furniture to
amount of $250; stock in trade, a team, or other things
which may be necessary to carry on the pursuit of
particular business, up to $250; library and school books
not exceeding $150; ro a householder, ten sheep, two
cows, five swine, provisions, fuel, etc.

INTEREST. Seven per cent. per annum is the legal
rate of interest, but parties may contract in writing
for a higher rate, not exceeding ten per cent. 'The
penalty for usury is a forfeiture of the excess, but no
action can be maintained to recover back such excess
after the voluntary payment of the same. A bona fide
purchaser of negotiable paper is not affected by its
being usurions. unless appearing on the paper. Judg-
ments bear the same rate of interest as the instrument
or contract upon which such judgment was founded.

JUDGMENTs are not liens until execution has been
issued thereon and a levy made. Judgments can be
obtained in the Circuit Court in from forty-five to sixty
days, depending on return day, time of service, term of
court, etc. In Justice’s Courts, if defendant makes
default, judgment can be obtained on return day of
process.

LiMITATIONS OF Surrs. Judgments of courts of rec-
ord exist ten years; of Justice’s Courts, six years. On
accounts and notes and other simple contracts actions
can not be brought unless within six years from the
time the action accrued, as also all civil actions for
injuries to person or property. On sealed instruments
and judgments, ten years. Revivor : Part payment,
or promise in writing-to pay. Proceedingsto foreclose
mortgages must be commenced within fifteen years
after they become due and payable, or within fifteen
vears after last payment on mortgage; and as to mort
gages fifteen years or more past due, within five yecars
after the statute takes effect. [See Session Laws 1879.]

MARRIED WOMEN may make contracts in respect to
their own property, and may have, hold and enjoy the
same, and have the same rights and remedies as though
they were unmarried. They may carry on business in
their own name with their own property by consent of
their husbands. But a married woman’s contract to
pay or to become liable for or secure payment of the
debt of her husband or other person, is voidable by her.
She may, however, bind her real or personal property
to secure such indebtedness, by mortgage. A mortgage
upon a homestead is void unless signed by the wife,
Widow takes dower; the use during her natural life
of one-third part of all the lands whereof her husband
was seized of an estate of inheritance at any time dur-
ing coverture.

MorTcAGEs of real estate must be recorded within
the county, and if not so recorded are void as against
subsequent purchasers for a valuable consideration
without actual notice of such mortgage. Chattel mort-
gages are absolutely void as against creditors or subse-
quent purchasers and mortgagees in good faith, unless
the mortgage or a true copy thereof be filed in the City
or Township Clerk’s oftice where the mortgagor re-
gides. Such mortgages made and withheld from the
files are postponed to all indebtedness contracted after
their date, and prior to date of filing such mortgages.
Chattel mortgages are held to be securities for the debt
—give no title until foreclosed by sale of the property,
under power of sale, or by proceedings in equity;
and such mortgages cease to be valid after one year,
unless within thirty days before the expiration of that
time they are renewed by affidavit, showing the actual
amount of mortgage debt and the filing of this
affidavit in such clerk’s office.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE. On all bills of ex-
change and negotiable notes and acceptances payable
within this State, three days of grace are allowed, but
not in case of any bill of exchange, note or dratt payable
on demand. All checks, bills of exchange or drafts
drawn on any bank, are payable without grace, and it is
not necessary to {)rotest the same for non-acceptance.
In all other cases demand, protest for non-payment, and
the sending notices of protest to the indorser, at his
reputed place of business or residence, are necessary to
bind the indorser. Damages on domestic bills pro-
tested, three to ten per cent. Holidays to be obgerved
in the accentance and payment of bills of exchange and
promigsory notes, in the holding of courts, etc., are the
following: 1st day of January (New Year’'s day), 22d
of February (Washington’s Birthday), 4th of July, 25th
of December (Christmas Day),30th of May (Decoration
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day), and any day appointed by the Governor or the
President of the United States as a day of Thanksgiving,
or a day of fasting and prayer. In case any of said holi-
days shall fall on Sunday, then the Monday following
shall be considered as the said holiday. When the
last day of grace falls on Sunday, or on any legal holi-
day, the day previous is considered as the last day of
grace.

SuITs. Practice and proceedings of courts are in
accordance with the rules of common law and courts

of equity in England with some
tions.

TAXES assessed against real estate become a charge
against the owner on the second Monday of May, and a
lien on the real estate from first Monday in December of
same year. Lands returned for delinquent taxes are
thereupon subject to proceedings in Courts of Chan-
cery in their respective counties for decree of sale.
City taxes are governed by churter.

statutory modifica-

MINNESOTA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds must be signed, sealed
and acknowledged by the grantor, and attested by two
witnesses. Within the State acknowledgments may be
made before any Judge or Clerk of a court of record,
Justice of the Peace, Notary Public, Register of Deeds,
Court Commissioner or County Auditor. Without the
State,but within the United States, by Judges or Clerks
of courts of record, Justices of the Peace (whose
certificate must be authenticated with certificate of
Clerk of Court) and Notaries Public, also by Commis-
sioners in any of the States or Territories of the United
States, duly appointed and commissioned by the
Governor of this State. In foreign countries before
any Notary Public, Minister, Consul or other diplomatic
or commercial agent of the United States there ac-
credited and resident.

ASSIGNMENTS must be in writing, subscribed by debtor
or debtors and acknowledged. Debtor must file inven-
tory of all property within ten days after filing assign-
ment. Assignee must give bond with two or more
sureties to be approved by Judge of District Court in
double the amount of property inventoried. Claim
must be verified by oath of the party, except claims of
the United States or State of Minnesota. Debts are
paid in the following order after paying costs and
charges of assignment: First, debts due the United
States and the State of Minnesota, and all taxes levied
and unpaid, to be paid in full; Second, debts owing
for wages of servants, laborers and mechanics and
clerks for labor and service performed by them within
three months next preceding the date of assignment,
which are paid in full to the exclusion of all other in-
debtedness if there be sufficient wherewith to pay the
same in full. If not, they shall be paid pro rata.

If an insolvent debtor confesses judgment, makes a
conveyance, does any act for the purpose of preferring
any creditor, or omits to do any act for the purpose of
preventing any creditor from obtaining a preference,
or does not within ten days after a levy upon his prop-
erty, make an assignment for the benefit of all of his
creditors, or institute proceedings to obtain a release
of execution against him, then, or at any time within
sixty days, any two creditors having claims aggregating
$200 may petition the Court for the appointment of a
receiver for all of the debtor’s property except such as
is exempt bylaw.

Upon the appointing of an assignee or receiver, all
levies upon the debtor’s property shall be withdrawn,
unless the assignee orreceiver deems bestto have such
levies remain, but such levies shall be for the benefit
of all the creditors. Where the complaintupon which
judgment is based was filed more than twenty days
before judgment rendered, such judgment shall be
preferred.

Any debtor who confesses or suffers judgment to
be rendered against him for the purpose of preferring
any creditor, may be fined not to exceed $500, and, in
case he fail to pay the fine, may be imprisoned not to
exceed six months.

Conveyances and payments made by an insolvent
debtor within four months of insolvency, in contem-
plation of insolvency, to parties having reasonable
cause to believe the debtor to be insolvent, are void,
and may be recorded by the assignee or receiver. All
saits shall be brought in the name of the assignee
or receiver. Appeals from orders of assignees or re-
ceivers disallowing claims may be made to the District
Court. The assignee must within ten days after dis-
allowing a claim notify the creditors. Assignees and
receivers may be removedupon apetition of two-thirds
of the creditors. No creditoris entitled to share in the
distribution of the estate, unless he shall tfirst file a
release of his claim ; but if he fails to file and release
claim the same is not barred by settlement, but creditor

can take judgment and collect against personal estate
in future.

The assignee or receiver shall publish notice of his
appointmenr, and shall mail notice to each creditor,
and the creditors shall file their claims within twenty
days after notice.

The assignee or receiver shall distribute the estate
in the following order:

1st. Cost of proceeding. 2d. Debts due the United
States. 3d. Debts due the State of Minnesota. d4th.
Taxes and assessments. bth. Clerks, servants and
laborers, for labor performed within three months, in
full, not exceeding $50 to each. The balance shall be
distributed pro rata between the creditors.

ATTACHMENTS may issue from Justice’s Court upon
filing bond in double the value of the property, and atii-
davit of plaintiff or some person in his behalf that he
has good reason to believe: 1st, that defendant is a
non-resident corporation; 2nd, that defendant is not a
resident of this State and has not resided therein for three
months preceding the time of making the atfidavit: 3rd.
that defendant has absconded or is about to abscond
from the State; 4th, that defendant has removed or is
about to remove his property out of the State with in-
tent to defraud his creditors; 5th, that defendant re-
sides in any other county and more than 100 miles from
the residence of the Justice; 6th, that defendant con-
tracted the debt under fraudulent representations; 7th,
that defendant so conceals himself that the summons
can not be served upon him; 8th, that defendant has,
or is about to, fraudulently convey or dispose of his
property so as to hinder, delay and defraud his credi-
tors. In attachments in District Courts plaintiff ’s affi-
davit must state facts and can not be made on informa-
tion and belief as in Justice’s Courts. Arrest for debt
is not allowed in this State.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts,
holding one or two terms a year in each organized
county, (three in Ramsey and Hennepin counties), have
original jurisdiction in all civil actions involving over
$100; in all actions where a Justice has not jurisdic-
tion, without regard to amount; and in all equitable
actions and proceedings, and may issue process in term
time or vacation throughout the State, returnable to
the proper county.- A Probate Court with usual powers
is established in each organized county, and holds term
on the first Monday of each month. Justice's jurisdic-
tion, $100.

ExEcUTIONS may issue from District Courts at any
time within ten years after judgment. and to any county
where a transcript has been docketed. Executions are
returnable in sixty days, but may be renewed for sixty
days at a time for any length of time, upon the request
of judgment creditor or his attorney. Personalty is first
levied on, and is sold on ten days’ notice; real estate
after six weeks publication. In Justice’s Courts execn-
tion may issue ten days after entry of judgment, return-
able in thirty days, and renewable from time to time
for periods of thirty days. In courts of record six
months stay is granted on defendant filing bond with
two free-hold sureties, approved by the court, condi-
tioned to pay amount of judgment with costs, and inter-
est at the rate of ten per cent. per annum. Stay in
Justice’s Courts may be had in same manner, where
judgment is under %10, one month; $10 to $25, two
months; $25 to $50, three months; $50 to 75, four
months; over $75, six months. Real estate sold on
execution is subject to redemption for one year from
date of sale.

ExEemMprIONs. Surviving husband or wife holds
homestead free from debts of deceased for life of
survivor. Homestead of eighty acres in country ;
half an acre if in city, town or village notincorporated,
and of less than 5,000 inhabitants, and one lot if in

—ree
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larger cities, towns or villages, with dwelling house
thereon, without regard to value. Wearing apparel,
books, pictures and furniture, up to $500; three cows,
ten swine, twenty sheep, and wool from the same, a
yoke of oxen and a horse, or, in lieu thereof, a span of
horses or mules; necessary food for stock for one year;
wagon, plows and farming utensils up to $300; one
year's seed grain not exceeding 150 bushels in all, and
provisions for family for one year. The tools and in-
struments of a miner, mechanic or other person, and
stock in trade up to $400; library and instruments of a
professional man; $20 wages of laboring man or

| woman, for services rendered within ninety days pre-

ceding the issue of process. Also, where the debtor is
a printer, publisher or editor of a newspaper, all the
presses, stones, type, cases and other tools and imple-
ments not exceeding $2,000, and stock in trade up to
8400.

INTEREST. Seven per cent. is the legal rate of in-
terest upon every legal indebtedness, including judg-
ments and accounts. Since July 1, 1879, the highest
rate of interest allowed to be taken by special contract
is ten per cent. The penalty for usury is forfeiture of
the entire amount of the note or other instrument, and
of all interest.

JupeMENTs. If no defense iz made, judgmentscan be
obtained at the expiration of twenty days, and upon
being docketed in the office of the Clerk of the court,
they become liens upon all real estate of the debtor in
the county where docketed, owned by him at that time
or afterwards acquired, for ten years after date of
docketing, and can be enforced during that time by
execution against the real or personal property of judg-
ment debtor,

Liens. Statute gives lien for work and labor per-
formed by mechanic on any building, boat or vessel,
and for materials furnished for the erection, alteration
or repairing of any building, boat or vessel, and the
real estate on which any building is situated, not to
exceed eighty acres in the country, or one-half acre in
a village or town, or one lot in any p'atted city of more
than 5,000 inhabitants : also gives to servants and
clerks a lien on personal property, not to exceed %200
in amount, for work performed within six months next
preceding filing of lien.

LivMiTATIONS TO Surrs. On contractg, express or im-
plied, six years; on judgments or to foreclose mortgage,
ten years; real actions, twenty yvears. Revivor: Part
payment or new promise in writing.

Marriep WoMEN. All property acquired by wife be-
fore or after marriage remains her separate estate,
neither controlled by nor liable for the debhts of her hus-
band. Married women are held on their contracts and
bound by them the same as if unmarried: except, a
married woman can not sell herreal estate, or make any
conveyance of land other than a mortgage for the pur-

chase moncy or a lease for three years or less, without
her husband joins in the conveyance. Egstatesin dower
and by the curtesy are abolished, and the surviving wife
or husband is entitled to the homestead for life free
from debts of the deceased, and to one equal un-
divided one-third of all other lands of which the de-
ceased was seized during coverture, subject to payment
of lawful debts of the deceased, but free from any
testamentary or other disposition.

MORTGAGES on real estate must be recorded, and are
foreclosed by action or publication. A year is allowed
for redemption. Chattel mortgages are void as against
creditors and subsequent mortgagees and purchasers
in good faith, unless acknowledged and filed with the
Town or City Clerk, both where property is situated
and where mortgagor resides. They are then valid,
but cease to be notice after two years from date of filing.
Interest of mortgagor subject to sale on execution, and
purchaser is substituted in place of mortgagor, and
acquires rights of redemption.

NoTEs AND BrLLs oF ExcHANGE. On all bills of
exchange, payable at sight, or at a future day certain,
and on all negotiable promissory notes orders and
drafts payvable at a future day certain, within this State,
in which there is no express stipulation to the contrary,
grace is allowed according to the custom of merchants.
No grace on demand paper. Damages five per cent. on
domestic and ten per cent. on foreign paper protested.
Notes obtained by fraudulent representation without
negligence on part of maker void; question of ueg-
ligence one of fact for jury.

Surrs. There is only one form of action, and all
civil actions must be prosecuted in the name of the real
party in interest, except suits by administrators, etc.
Full name of plaintiff must be furnished. Process to
commence suit in the District Court must be served on
the debtor twenty days before judgment can be taken
by default, except action for divorce, when summons
must be served at least thirty days before defendant
will be in default. A deposit of $3 with Clerk of
Court for costs in all civil actions hereafter begun is
required before entry of action on docket (Hennepin
and Ramsey county excepted). Process in Justice’s
Courts must be served not less than gix nor more than
twenty days before return day.

TaxEs. Taxes become due and payable Dec. 1; per-
sonal property tax delinquent March 1; real property
tax delinquent June 1; penalty of 5 per cent. attached
on personal property March1, and on real property of
10 per cent. after June 1. County Treasurer to levy
distress on goods and chattels and sell the same at
public vendue for personal property tax, and real
estate is sold for tax on third Monday in September
each year, and is subject to two years redemption. Tax
judgments draw interest at the rate of one and one-
halt per cent. per month from date of sale.

MISSISSIPPIL

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be certified and proven be-
fore any of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the
United States, or any District Judge of the United
States (Code, 1871, sec.2312), or a Judge of the Supreme

. or Superior Court in any State or Territory, any Jus-

tice of the Peace, or Notary Public (Acts of 1876, p. 77),

whose official character shall be certified to under the

seal of some court of record, or by any commissioner
appointed by the Governor of Mississippi or a clerk of
a court of record having a seal of office.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENcY. No insolvent law.
Debtor may make assignments to secure creditors, and

| may prefer one creditor over the remainder, but the as-
' signment must be bona fide, and no benefit, direct

or indirect, may be reserved to the debtor. All
conveyances or assignments made with intent to de-
fraud creditors are void. There is no provision for the
discharge of a debtor on his making an assignment.
ATTACHMENT. The property of a debtor who is a
non-resident, or who removes or is about to remove
himself or property, who absconds or concea's himself
or who incurred the debt in conducting the business ot
a ship, steamboat or other water craft, in some of the
navigable waters of this State, or who assigns or dis-
poses of his property, or some part thereof, or is about
to assign or dispose of his property with intent to de-
fraud his creditors, or who has property or rights in

action which he conceals and unjustly refuses to apply
to the payment of his debts, or who has converted or is
about to convert his property into money or evidences
of debt, with the intent to place it beyond the reach of
creditors, or who has fraudulently contracted the debt
or incurred the obligation for which suit has been or is
about to be brought, may be attached. Attachments
for debts not due allowed for last three grounds—or
when the creditor makes aftfidavit that he has just cause
to believe that the debtor will remove himself or his
effects out of State before debt will be due with intent to
defraud. Nomn-resident creditors have the same rights
of attachment as resident creditors, whether the debtor
be resident or non-resident. The first attachment on
the property holds against all subgequent ones, and is
to be first gatisfied. Plaintiff must furnish bond and
make affidavit as to one or more of the grounds of at-
tachment specified above. Garnishee process will issue
in aid of attachment or execution. There is no arrest
or imprisonment for debt in Missisgippi.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts,
holding at least two terms a year in each county, have
jurisdiction for the collection of all claims over $150.
The State is divided into twelve Chancery Court dis-
tricts, and the Chancery Courts have full equity and
probate jurisdiction. Justice’s Courts have jurisdiction
for the collection of debts up to $150.
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EsTATES oF DECEDENTs. All claims against a
deceased person, whether due or not, must be regis-
tered within one year after the first publication of
notice to creditors to present their claim«; otherwise
they will be barred. The presentation of a claim and
the registration thereof, as required by law, stops the
running of the general statute of limitations as to such
claim, whether the estate be solvent or not.

EXEcuTIONS issue in courts of record within twenty
days after the adjournment of court for the term,unless
otherwise ordered by the plaintiff, and in Justice's
Courts after the lapse of five days from judgment ren-
dered, unless recovering party makes affidavit that he
is in danger, by delay, of losing his debt or demand, in
which case execution issues forthwith. There is no
stay Jaw in Circuit Courts, but executions issued by
Justices may be stayed for sixty days on sums over %50,
and for thirty days on less amounts, by defendant giving
secured bond, such stay operating as a waiver ot appeal
and all errors of the judgment. No redemption of lands
or other property sold under exemption or mortgage.

ExXEMPTIONS. Residence of householder having a
family, eighty acres in country or residence and lot in
city, town or village, in no case exceeding, with im-
provements, $2,000 in value. Tools, farming imple-
ments, wearing apparel; libraries of attorneys, physi-
cians, and ministers, and instruments of surgeons and
dentists, $250; sewing machine, two horses or mules,
or one yoke of oxen, two cows and calves, five swine,
five £heep with certain food and provisions, wagon or
cart $100, household furniture $100, and wages of daily,
monthly or yeariy laborer $100. A householder having
a family, residing in a city, town, or village, entitled to
$250 worth of personal property to be selected by him,
or the other articles specified and enumerated above.

INTEREST. The legal rate of interest is six per cent.
per annum, but parties may contract in writing for ten
per cent.; when more than ten per cent. is stipulated
for, all interest shall be forfeited.

JUDGMENTS when enrolled in Circuit Clerk’s office
become liens on defendant’s property within the
county, and may be extended to other counties by filing
certified abstracts of the judgment. Lien continues
seven years. y

LiMiTaTIONS oF Surrs. Open accounts, accounts
stated and verbal contracts, three years; contracts
express or implied, gix years; and awards of arbitra-
tors, six years; judgments and decrees rendered in
another State against resident of this, three years;
rendered in this, seven years; real actions, ten years.
Revivor: An acknowledgment of the debt or new
promise in writing. Private seals dispensed with,
except as to corporations.

MARrRIED WoOMEN retain their estate, real and per-
sonal, however acquired. The common law disabilities
of married women are abrogated, and married women
have same capacity to make contracts and do all acts

in reference to property which single women have,
Married women may dispose of property by will, in
fame manner as single women. Dower and curtesy
are abolished. If husband dies intestate, leaving no
children nor descendants of children, his widow inher-
1ts entire estate, both real and personal: but if hus-
band have child or children, or descendants of same,
widow inherits a child’s part. The same rules of
descent regulate both realty and personalty.

MorTeaeEs do not take effect as to creditors or pur-
chasers in good faith and without notice until they are
delivered to the Clerk for record. Mortgages are fore-
closed by bill, and there is no provision for redemption.
Chattel mortgages must be recorded, or possession of
the property must pass.

NorEs AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE must be protested,
and motice of non-payment given substantially as at
common law, to bind parties entitled to notice. For-
eign bills of exchange payable out of the United States,
protested for non-acceptance or non-payment, draw ten
per cent. damages and legal interest: bills drawn pay-
able in the United States, protested for non-acceptance,
draw damages at the rate of five per cent. besides legal
interest. Checks, drafts and notes payable on demand,
are not entitled to any days of grace. While notes,
bills and drafts, foreign, as well as inland, drawn pay
able at sight or time, are by the laws of this State enti-
tled to the usunal days of grace, and in this respect are
the same as by the law merchant. Where a bank
check is expressly made payable on a future day, or
whereby the way it is drawn, it takes on the character
of a draft or bill of exchange, the weight of authority
is that it is entitled to days of grace. Domestic bills
of exchange drawn on and payable in this State for
twenty dollars or upwards, must be protested for
non-acceptance or, if accepted for non-payment they
are governed by the same customs and usages as for-
eign bills of exchange, butno damage accrues. Prom-
issory mnotes in this State are not required to be
protested, but demand and notice are necessary to fix
liability of parties thereto.

Suirs. All forms of action are abolished in this
State. Service must be had both in Circuit and Jus-
tice’s Courts five days before the court sits.

TAxEs. Personal property is assessed once a year;
real estate every four years, and taxes constitute a prior
lien on both real and personal property. Taxes are
due on or before December 15 of each year and
personalty can be sold on five days’ notice. Where
there is no personalty,land of the fax-payer is sold by
the Collector on the first Monday of March following.
The owner or any one interested in any lands sold for,
taxes, may redeem within one year after the day of sale,
on the payment of all taxes, costs, fees and interest, at
the rate of one and one-half per cent. per month from
the date such lands became delingment for the non-pay-
ment of taxes.

MISSOURI.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS are taken in Missouri, by a court
having a seal, or Judge, Justice or Clerk thereof, Notary
Public, or Justice of the Peace of county wherein land
is situated. If out of Missouri, but in United States,
by a Notary Public, State or Federal court, having a
seal, or Clerk of such court, or Commissioner appointed
by Governor. If without United States, by any court
having seal, of State, Kingdom or Empire, or chief
officer of any city or town having a seal, or any Minister
or Consul of United States, or any Notary, having a
seal, and all deeds conveying or affecting real estate
must be acknowledged before some such officer duly
certified and recorded in the office of the recorder of
the county in which such real estate lies.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. An insolvent may
make a voluntary assignment for the benefit of all cred-
itors, and assigree must file inventory of assets within
fiftcen days after execution of deed of assignment and
give secured bond within three days. Assignee fixes a
day for hearing claims, and gives notice thereof by
publication for three months. Circnit Court has super-
vision of all assignment proceedings. Debtor is not
discharged from his liabilities except by consent of
creditors.

ATTACHMENTS will issue in aid of summons when
defendant is non-resident or a foreign corporation, or
conceals, absconds, or absents himself, removes or at-

fempts to remove, sell, convey or assign property with
intent to defraud, hinder or delay creditors, or where
the debt was fraudulently contracted, or where the ac-
tion is for damages arising from the commission of a
felony or misdemeanor, or for the seduction of a
female, or where debtor has failed to pay price of
goods which by contract were to be paid for on de-
livery. Writs of attachment may be levied by garnish-
ing a debtor of the defendant. There is no arrest for
debt in any case.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Justice’s Courts,
in counties having over 50,000 inhabitants, have juris-
diction on contracts and torts to extent of $250, and of
all actions against railroads for killing or maiming
stock, irrespective of value. In counties having less
than 50,000, in all cases both of contract and tort to the
extent of %150, and against railroads for killing or
maiming stock irrespective of value. Circuit Court
has unlimited general jurisdiction exceeding $50. In
some counties there are local courts, called Common
Pleas, of concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Courts
over certain districts. Circuit Court holds two to three
terms annually (in St. Louis five). There is a Probate
Court in each county, with the usual powers.

ExXECUTIONS may issue at any time within ten years
from the time judgment is rendered; are returnable to
the next term of court after they are issued. Execution
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from Circuit Court not a lien upon personal property
until levied. Execution from Justice’s Court a lien
upon personal property as soon as placed In hands of
Constable. There is no stay of execution. Real estate
taken under execution is sold without appraisement, to
the highest bidder.

ExeEwprioNs. To heads of families: Personal prop-
erly, various articles and stock named, or else if chosen
by debtor, in value $300, and laborers’ wages earned in
last thirty days; homestead; 160 acres in country, or
thirty square rods in city of less than 40,000 inhabit-
ants,either in value $1,500; in cities of over 40,000,eight-
een square rods, value $3,000.

INTEREST. The legal rateis six per cent., but parties
may contract in writing for not to exceed ten per cent.
The penalty for usury is the forfeiture of the interestat
ten per cent. to the common schools, and the recovery of
costs by the defendant. Judgments bear interest at the
rate of six per cent. per annum. If the contract sued
on calls for a higher rate—not exceeding ten per cent.—
the juagment thereon may be made to bear the rate of
interest so agreed on. An open account bears interest
at the rate of six per cent. per annum from the time

. when demand for payment is made.

JUDGMENTS of courts of record are liens upon real
estate of defendant within the county, and may be ex-
tended to other counties by filing transcript. In the
city of St. Louis such judgments are not liens until ab-
stracts thereof are entered in the abstract book. Judg-
ments of Justices of the Peace are liens on realty after
transcript is filed in Circuit Clerk’s office. Lien con-

| tinues three years from rendition of judgment, and may

. own separate property, both real and personal.

be renewed for two years by scire facias. Judgment

| may be renewed within ten years for an additional pe-

riod of ten years.
LiMiTATION OF SUiTs. Open accounts and all prom-
ises not in writing, five years; contracts and instruments

| in writing, ten years; judgments and decrees of courts

of record, twenty years. Revivor: New promise in
writing or part payment.

MARRIED WoMEN hold their real and personal prop-
erty free from control of the husband, and not liable for
his debts, but through the intervention of a trustee.
Wife is liable for her ante-nuptial debts. A married
woman can make contracts in her own name, buy goods,
and give notes in settlement of purchases binding her
Widow
takes dower in one-third for life of all the husband’s
lands.

MorTeAGESs and deeds of trust must be executed and

. acknowledged like other deeds, and must be recorded.

The usual form of security is a deed of trust, by which
the property is conveyed to a trustee, with power to sell
without intervention of the court. Chattel mortgages
are void as to creditors of the grantor and purchasers
without notice, unless possession of the property passes

| to and is retained by the mortgagee, or the mortgage or

deed is recorded.

of, or affecting,
i proved and certified.

Real property sold under deed of

trust. without foreclosure, may be redeemed within one
year if bought in by the cestwi que trust or his assignee,or
by any person for them or either of them—if bought by
a stranger there is no redemption.. Unless evidenced
by writing, exccuted, acknowledged and recorded as
provided in cases of mortgages of personal property, all
sales of goods and chattels, unless accompanied by a de-
livery of possession within a reasonable time, are traud-
ulent and void as against vendor’s creditors and subse-
quent purchasers in good faith. All conditional sales,
leases, rentings or hiring of personal property unless
evidenced by writing, executed, acknowledged and re-
corded as provided in mortgages of personal property,
are void as to creditors and subsequent purchasers in
good faith.

NoreEs AND BiLrLs oF ExcHANGE. Upon protested
bills and upon notes that have been negotiated, the fol-
lowing rates of damages can be recovered if the bill or
note is over due twenty days before suit is begun: 1st, if
drawn upon a party in this State, four per cent.; 2d, if
drawn upon a party out of this State and within the
United States, ten per cent.; 3d, if drawn upon a party
out of the United States, twenty per cent. The destruc
tion of a bill by the drawee, or refusal to return it within
twenty-four hours after presentation for acceptance, is
taken to be an acceptance. Damages for protest are
allowed only to holders for value or their assigns. No
days of grace are allowed on sight bills or orders.
Pubiic holidays are January 1, July 4, December 25,
General Election day and Thanksgiving day; and notes
or bills falling due upon a Sunday or public holiday are
payable on the next day, unless the latter be also a Sun-
day or holiday, in which case they are payable on the
day preceding actual maturity.

PowERs oF ATTORNEY for conveyance of real estate,
or whereby real estate is affected, must be executed,
acknowledged and recorded in same manner that
deeds to such property are made, and a married woman
may convey her separate estate and relinquirh her
dower by power of attorney executed jointly with her
husband as above stated.

Surrs for collection of debts may be brought by sum-
mons in the county where defendant resides, or in the
county where plaintiffresides, if defendant can be found
there; where there are several defendants, in any
county in which one ot them resides, and when defend-
ants are non-resident, then in any county. Names of
individual plaintiffs must be furnished, and a bond
given for costs by non-residents.

TAXES remaining unpaid after December 31, are sub-
ject to a penalty of one per cent. per month until paid.
Tax and penalties are a lien upon property assessed,
which may be =old after January 1. Payment of delin-
quent taxes must be enforced by suit in court by the
collector and judgment and special execution and sale
by sheriff and all parties to the record are concluded
thereby in absence of fraud.

MONTANA.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS. Every conveyvance in writing
real estate, must be acknowledged or
Within the Territory acknowl-
edgments may be made before the Secretary of the
Territory, any Judge or Clerk of a court having a seal,
a Notary Public, Justice of the Peace or County Clerk.
Elsewhere in the United States, before some Judge or
Clerk of any court of the United States, or of any State

or Territory having a seal, or by a Notary Public or

Justice of the Peace (if before a Justice of the Peace
his official character shall be certified to under the seal
of the court tribunal or officer having cognizance of
such official character), or a Commisgioner of Montana.
Without the jurisdiction of the United States acknowl-
edgments may be taken before a Notary Public or

| United States Consul of any State, Province, Republic,

Kingdom or Empire.
. ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENCcY. There is no law re-
lating to assignment or insolvency.

ATTACHMENTS. An attachment may be sued out at

‘the time of issuing the summons. or at any time after-
iward, before judgment, upon the creditor, or some one
in his behalf, making affidavit, showing that the debtor
\isowing the creditor upon a contiact, express or implied,
for the payment of money, or property, then due, which
18 not secured by a mortgage, lien or pledge upon real
or personal property, stating the amount of the indebt-

edness, (as near as may be). Betore the attachment
can issue, an undertaking on the part of the creditor
must be executed and filed in a sum not less than
double the amount claimed. Any person indebted to,
or having possession of property belonging to a judg-
ment debtor, may be compelled by summary order of
court to apply the same on account of the judgment.
Arrest in civil cases may be had in cases of fraud, or
where the action is for willful damage to person, char-
acter or property, or in actions for fine or penalty. or
for money fraudulently misappropriated by a public
officer or fiduciary agent, or where defendant has
removed or disposed of his property, or is about to do
so with intent to defraud creditors.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Territorial Dis-
trict Courts holding two terms a year in each county,
have original jurisdiction in all* ¢ivil cases where ahove
$50are involved. Probate Courts are held in each county,
with regular probate terms on the first Monday in Jan-
uary, March, July, September and November. They
have also jurisdiction within the county in civil actions
up to $500, except where land titles are concerned, and
are always open for civil business. Justice’s jurisdic-
tion, $300.

EXECUTIONS issue at any time within six years, and
to any county, and are made returnable in not less than
ten nor more than sixty days. Personal property is
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first levied on, and is sold after five days notice.
There is no stay law. Six months are allowed for re-
demption of real property sold under execution.

Exemprions. Homestead, not exceeding 160 acres in
country; quarter of an acre, if within a town plat, city or
village, and 1n each case limited to $2,500. Usual per-
sonal schedule, and to farmer, implements, stock,
seeds, etc., $800; tools, teams aqnd libraries of me-
chanics, business and professional men; dwelling of
miner, $500; his tools and machinery, $500; wages of
laborer for thirty days preceding the levy, where neces-
sary for the support of the family, are also exempt.
Only married persons or the heads of families can
claim the exemption of Homestead.

INTEREST. There are no laws fixing or limiting the
rate of interest, and parties may agree in writing upon
any rate to be computed both before and after maturity.
In the absence of an agreement, ten per cent. per annum
is collectible on bonds, bills, promissory notes, or other
instruments in writing after they become due, and on
judgments from date of rendition; also on money lent,
money due on settlement ot accounts and ascertaining
the balance due; on money received for the use of
another and retained without the owner’s knowledge:
and on money withheld by an unreasonable and vexa-
tious delay. 1In all cases other than those enumerated,
the party seeking to recover interest must show that
it was due and that the detention of it was by an un-
reasonable and vexatious delay which must be alleged.

JUDGMENTS are a lien from time of docketing on all

real property of debtor within the county, and on all
which may be afterward acquired by him, lien expirin
in six years. A certified transcript filed with the Re-
corder of another county extends the lien to such
county.

LMrtaTIoNs oF Surrs. Upon contract or account not
in writing, three years; contracts, obligations or instru-
ments in writing, judgments and decrees of any court,
gix years. Revivor: Part payment, acknowledgment
or promise in writing.

MARrRIED WOMEN can conduct business separate and
apart from their husbands, with their separate prop-
erty, by filing a declaration of their intention so to do.
Their separate property is exempt from all dcbts
and liabilities of their husbands, unless for necessary
expenses of her family and children, but a list of such
separate property must be filed in the office of the Re-
corder of the county.

MorreaGEs. Chattel mortgages must be filed in the
Recorder’s office within the county, and are good for
one year only. ,

NoTEs aND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE. Foreign and inland
bills of exchange and promissory notes are negotiable,
and commercial paper is subject to the law merchant, as
to protest, grace, etc.

Surrs. Practice is under a Code similar to that ot
California. Where defendant is non-resident, evades
service, or can not be found, service may be had by
publication.

NEBRASKA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be made within the State
before Judges, Clerks of Court, County Clerks (in-
cluded by Act of March, 1883), Justices of the Peace,
and Notaries Public. Elsewhere within the United
States, before a Commissioner appointed by the Gov-
ernor of this State for that purpose, or before any offi-
cer appointed according to the laws of the State or
Territory wherein the deed or other instrument in writ-
ing is executed and acknowledged. Deeds executed in
foreign countries may be made according to the laws
thereof and acknowledged before any Notary Public,
or ministerial officer, commercial agent, or Consul,
appointed to reside therein.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. There is no insolv-
ent law. Assignments for benefit of creditors are
regulated by Act of Feb. 26,1883. Full authority and
jurisdiction is conferred on County Courts to execute
and carry out the provisions of the Act. Sheriff of
county where assignor resides to be first assignee. As-
signment to be filed with County Clerk, for record,
within twenty-four hours after its execution. Sheriff'
as assignee to be responsible on his official bond.
Within ten days after such assignment, assignor shall
file with County Judge a sworn inventory showing
names and residences of all his creditors; amount and
nature of each debt or liability, and how arising; the
true consideration of each debt, and when and where
it arose ; every mortgage, judgment, or other security
for the payment of any such debt or liability; all prop-
erty exempt by law from execution, and all other
property of every kind and nature, and its value.
County Judge to fix a day, not more than fifteen days
after receiving such inventory, for meeting of creditors,
at his office, to choose assignee to succeed Sheriff.
Each creditor to be informed of such meeting, by no-
tice, addressed to his place of residence. Assignee thus
chosen must have received votes of creditors represent-
ing a majority of the gross indebtedness, and the votes
of not less than one-third of all the creditors. Sheriff
shall be eligible. Assignee thus elected immediately
to make out inventory and appraisement of entire
estate assigned. On the day of meeting of creditors
County Judge to fix a day not less than thirty nor more
than eixty days thereafter. within which claims must
be filed against estate. All creditors to be notified of
the day so fixed. Claims not so filed to be barred tfrom
any dividend or inferest in estate. Assignee to report
firgt of every month. Within three (3) months after date
of inventory, Court to order distribution of all funds
in hands of assignee. If no assignee elected, Sheriff
to continue as, and discharge the duties of, assignee.

ATTACHMENTS. Attachment process will issue when
defendant isnon-resident or a foreign corporation, when
the claim is on debt or demand arising on contract,
judgment or decree; and in other cases when he is

|

about to remove. assign or dispose of property, has
absconded, etc. In all cases of attachment an affidavit
must be filed before the order of attachment issues, and
a bond must be filed in double the amount of the debt,
excepting when the debtor is a non-resident of the
State. The body of the debtor may be attached for

fraudulently concealing or removing his property, or

when he has fraudulently contracted the debt or in-
curred the obligation for which suit is brought. Gar-
nishee process may be had either in aid of attachment
or execution.

Courrts. Zerms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
have original jurisdiction in all matters exceeding $100,
and concurrent jurisdiction with Justice’'s and County
Courts where the debt is over $50 and not exceed-
ing $100. Regular terms of County Court begin on
first Monday of each calendar month, lasting to third
Monday, when all causes not disposed of go over to
the next regnlar term. County Courts are courts of
record, and given a civil jurisdiction up to $1,000 (so
increased by Act of Feb. 26, 1883), and Justices of the
Peace are given a jurisdiction up to $200. County
Courts have full probate powers.

ExEcurioNs for the enforcement of judgment may
issue at any time. Executions on all judgments ren-
dered by Justices of the Peace may be staye(? as follows:
On judgments of $5 and under, for the period of sixty
days; on judgments over $5 and not exceeding $50, for
ninety days; over $50 and not exceeding $100, for six
months. In District Court stay of execution on judg-
ments for money only (except error and appeal cages
and against persons for money received in a fiduciary
capacity or for breach of any ofticial duty) may be had
for three months where judgment does not exceed $50;
six months over $50 and not exceeding $100; nine
months over $100. Stay bond has the force and effect ot
a judgment confessed against the property of sureties.
In all cases of stay of execution, an undertaking with
sureties must be entered into by the party desiring the
stay, conditional for the payment of the judgment,
interest. and costs. In cases of foreclosure of mort-
gage a stay of the order of sale will be granted for
nine months from date of decree, upon the written
request of the defendant, filed within twenty (20) days
from date of decree, without giving any undertaking,
Sales under execution and orders of sale and the
officer’s return thereof must be made within sixty
days from the date of the writ. Such sales may be
confirmed ten days after officer’s return. After sale
is confirmed there is no redemption.

ExEMPTIONS. No exemption to a debtor not being the
head of family. Homestead not exceeding in value $2,000,
consisting of the dwelling-house in which the claim-
ant resides and its appurtenances, and the land on which
the same is situated, not exceeding 160 acres if in the
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country, or two (2) contiguous lots in an incorporated
city or village, is exempt from judgment liens and from
execution or forced sale (except on debts secured by
mechanic’s, laborer’sor vendor's liens on the premises;
and on debts secured by mortgage thereon, executed by
both husband and wife or an unmarried claimant). If
debtor has no lands he may claim $500 worth of person-
al property. Clothing, necessary furniture, supplies for
family for six months, certain domestic animals, tools,
implements of trade, etc., are exempt, also sixty days’
wages of any laboring man or clerk, if the head of a
family. -

INTEREST. Legal interest is 7 per cent. per annum,
or any rate on express contract not greater than 10 per
cent., and in advance if so contracted for. Judgments
and decrees for the payment of money, 7 per cent., it
not specified; but, if contracted for, they bear interest at
a rate not exceeding the amount allowed by law. Un-
settled accounts bear interest after six months from
date of last item. The penalty tor usury is to pro-
hibit the recovery of any interest on the principal,
or of any costs in the action. The principal can be re-
covered.

JUDGMENTS of courts of record (except County
Courts,) are liens on the debtor’s lands within the county
for five years from the first day of the term at which they
are rendered; confessed judgments from the date of
confession. If execution is issued within five years,
then five years after the date of last execution.

LivrraTioNns To Suirs. Upon verbal contracts, ex-
press or implied, four years; specialty or promise in
writing, or foreign judgments, five years; real actions,
ten years. Revivor: Part payment or an acknowledg-
ment, or any promise to pay in writing. Absence ol
defendant from State suspends statute.

MARRIED WoMEN. The property, real and personal,
which any woman in this State may own at the time ot
her marriage, and any real or personal property which
shall come to her by descent, devise, bequest or gitt of
any person, except her husband (excepting marriage
settlements), shall remain her sole and separate prop-
erty, notwithstanding her marriage, and not be subject
to the disposal of her husband, or liable for his debts.
She may bargain and sell and enter into contracts with
reference to any of her separate property in the same
manner, to the same extent, and with like effect as a
married man in relation to his real and personal prop-
erty. She may sue and be sued the same as if unmar-
ried, and carry on any trade or business, or perform
labor on her sole or separate account, and her earnings
are not subject to the husband’s debts or control.
But all of a married woman’s obligations must relate to
her separate estate, or be incurred in the transaction
of her own trade or business. She can not hecome
indorser, surety or guarantor for another. Nor can she
be held liable for the debts of her husband, even
though specifically engaging to pay the same. Widow
takes dower or the use during her natural life, of one-
third part of all the lands of which her husband was
seized of an estate of inheritance during marriage un-
less she is lawfully barred thereof. Husband takes
curtesy, or the use, during his life, of his deceased
wife’s lands. A wife may devise her lands the same as
if under no disability, and without the consent of her

husband; the property of the husband shall not be
liable for any debts contracted by the wife before
marriage.

MorTcAGES must be recorded, and are foreclosed by
suit. No redemption of lands sold under foreclosure.
Chattel mortgages are void against creditors and dona
fide purchasers unless the instrument, or a true copy
thereof, is filed with the County Clerk, and cease to be
valid against creditors, mortgagees, and purchasers in
good faith, in five years from the time of filing. Chat-
tel mortgages containing power of sale may be fore-
closed without proceedings in court. Conditional Sales.
All sales, contracts or leases of personal property on
condition are void against purchasers and judgment
creditors of vendee or lessee, unless in writing, signed
by vendee, and copy filed in office of County Clerk, which
copy shall have vendor’s affidavit of name of vendee,
description of property and true interest of vendor or
lessor therein. Such contracts cease to be valid in five
years unless re-filed thirty days before expiration thereof.
This does not apply to chattel mortgages.

NoTeEs AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE. All negotiable
paper shall be entitled to three days grace and demand
on third day of grace or of acceptance, if the instru-
ment is a sight draft; and notice of non-payment or
non-acceptance thereof to the indorser, within a reason-
able time, shall be adjudged due dilizence to hold the
indorser, unless the indorsement shall expressin writ-
ing other conditions. Damages allowed on protested
bills against drawer only; domestic, 6; foreign, 12 per
cent. Jan.1, Feb. 22, July 4, Dec. 25, and any day of
Fast or Thanksgiving appointed by the Governor of this
State, or the President of the United States, (and when
any one of these days shall occur on Sunday, then the
Monday following) shall be deemed public holidays, and
be treated as Sunday. Provided, that when any of these
days shall occur on Monday, any paper due on such
Monday shall be due and payable the day thereafter.

Suirs. The distinction between actions at law and
suits in equity has been abolished, and there is but one
form of action, known as a civil action, and commenced
by filing petition and causing summons to be issued
thereon. The code is very similar to that of Ohio. A
non-resident person or corporation having any interest
in land, may appoint an agent resident therein by in-
strument acknowledged as a deed filed with County
Clerk in the county where the land lies. Service in
such case is made upon the agent, as in other cases of
residents, and any publication of service against such
non-resident owner is invalid.

TAXES upon realty are a lien from and including
the 1st day of April in the year in which they are levied
until the same are paid, and become delinquent on Jan-
uary 1 (changed March, 1883) of the following year.
Taxes upon personalty become a lien from the time the
tax books are received by the Tax Collector, (Oct. 1, in
the year in which they are levied.) Persons holding
tax liens may foreclose the same in same manner as a
mortgage, any time within five years from date of tax
sales. Redemption from tax sale may be made at any
time within two years {from sale, upon payment of prin-
cipal sum and interest at 20 per cent. per annum, and
the limitation of recovery is three years from date of
tax deed.

NEVADA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be taken within the State
by a Judge or Clerk of a Court having a seal, or by a
Justice of the Peace or Notary Public. If taken by
a Justice of the Peace in any county in the State other
than the county in which the land is situate, a certifi-
cate of the County Clerk is necesrary, showing he was
£n acting Justice when the acknowledgment was taken.
If without the State, but within the United States, by a
Judge or Clerk of a Court havinga seal, or some Notary
Public or Justice of the Peace, or by any Commissioner
appointed by the Governor of this State for that pur-
pose. Provided, that when the acknowledgment is
taken by a Justice of the Peace, the same shall be
accompanied by the certificate of the Clerk of a court
of record of the county, having a seal, as to the official
character of the Justice and the authenticity of his
signature. If without the United States, by some
Judge or Clerk of any Court of any State, Kingdom
or Empire having a seal, or by any Notary Public

therein, or by any Minister, Commissioner or Consul
of the United States, appointed to reside therein.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Insolvent debtors
may be discharged from their debts by complying with
provisions of insolvent laws. An assignment of in-
solvent debtor, not in compliance with insolvent laws,
is void as to creditors.

ATTACHMENTS. Writ of attachment may be issued
with summons, or at any time afterwards on affidavit
and bond: In an action upon a contract for the direct
payment of money, made, or by the terms thereof pay-
able, in this State, which is not secured by mortgage,
lien, or pledge upon real or personal property, situated
or being in the State; if so secured, when such secu-
rity has been rendered nugatory by the act of the
defendant; or in an action upon a contract against a
defendant not residing in this State. Garnishee process
may be had in aid of attachment. A fraudulent or ab-
sconding debtor, or one who conceals his property,or re-
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moves or dispose= of it with intent to defraud his credit-
ors, may be arrested on aftidavit of the fact made; sure-
ty in not less than $500 being given by the plaintiff.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts,
holding two to four terms a year in each organized
county, have original jurisdiction in all cases in equity,
also in law, when the title or possession of land or
mining claims may be involved, or legality of any tax,
etc., also in actions to foreclose mechanics’ lien; and
in all cases in which the demand, exclusive of inter-
est, or the value of the property in controversy ex-
ceeds $300: also in all cases relating to estates of
deceased persons, and persons and estates of minors,
insane persons, etc. Justice’s jurisdiction, $300, ex-
clusive of interest, and concurrent jurisdiction with
District Courts in foreclosure of mortgages and liens,
not exceeding $300, exclusive of interest.

ExecurioN—Stay of Execution, Judgments. The
laws of Nevada on these points are similar to those of
California [see ante], except that when redemption is
made of real estate, 18 per cent. must be paid in addi-
tion to purchase money.

ExemprioNs. Homestead, $5,000. Personal and
mining property, tools, implements, etc., exempt same
as in California [which see].

INTEREST. The legal rateis ten per cent. per annum,
but parties may contract in writing for the payment of
any other rate. After a judgment on such a contract,
only the original claim shall draw interest.

LiMiTATIONS OF SuIlTs. Open or store account and
contract not in writing, two years; upon contract or
instrument of writing, four years; recovery of mining
claims, two years; real actions, or judgment or decree
of any court, five years. The above applies to contracts
before March 2d, 1877; to contracts since that date (the
above periods), two years extended to four, and four

and five respectively to six years.
edgment or new promise in writing.

MARRIED WoOMEN. All property of the wife, owned
by her before marriage, and that acquired afterwards by
gift, bequest, devise or descent, her separate prop-
erty. In Nevada,underthe statute of 1873, the wife has
abrolute power over her separate property, and may dis-
pose of the same without the consent of her husband.
All other property acquired during coverture by hus-
‘gang or wife, common property, but controlled by hus-

and.

MorTeAGES must be recorded. No mortgage of per-
sonal property is valid unless possession is delivered to
and retained by the mortgagee, except that growing
crops may be mortgaged by the execution, acknowledg-
ment and recording of a mortgage instrument without
such possession. ilortgages of real estate can only be
foreclosed by action for foreclosure.

NoTES AND BiLLs or EXCHANGE. Protest and notice
will hold the indorser, and the general statute of limita-
tion, six years, is the limitation of the right of action.
Fifteen per cent. damages are allowed on domestic, and
twenty per cent. on foreign bills protested. Grace is
not allowed on sight drafts.

Surrs. Practiceis undera Code, and there is but one
form of action, known as a civil action, and commenced
by filing complaint with the Clerk of the Court, snd the
isguance of a summons. Service on non-residents may
be had by publication. ’

TAXES are a lien upon the property assessed and the
real estate of the owner thereof from the third Monday
of April in each year. Suits for delinquent taxes may
be commenced by direction of the County Commission-
ers, and there is redemption of real estale sold at tax
sale in the same manner as realty sold under ordinary
execution.

Revivor: Acknowl-

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds or other conveyances of y

real estate must be made betore a Justice, Notary
Public or Commissioner, or in foreign countries before
a Minister or Consul of the United States. The signa-
ture of the grantor must be attested by two or more
witnesses.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENcY. No insolvent law.
As-ignments must be for benefit of all creditors alike,
and assent of creditors is presumed after thirty days.
Assignee must, within ten days, file echedule of assets
and liabilities, and all claims must be certified under
oath within six months. Dissenting creditors take no
benefit under the assignment, but retain their claims,
and whatever liens they have obtained upon the prop-
erty.

ATTACHMENTS of all real and personal property may
be made on the original writ, and constitute a valid lien
on the property for thirty days after judgment, within
which period the execution must be levied to preserve
and perfect the lien. All attachments take precedence
in order of priority, except in case of liens of builders,
contractors, etc., when they take precedence in the
order of priority of the lien. Trustee process (analogous
to garnishment in other States) may be used to reach
money or credits of the defendant in the hands of an-
other. Save as against claims for necessaries the wages
of the defendant up to $20 are exempt from such pro-
cess. In actions on contracts where debt exceeds
$13.33, defendant may be arrested on affidavit of plain-
tiff that he (defendant) has concealed his property or is
about to leave the State to avoid payment of his debts.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Supreme Court,
holding from two to four terms a year in each county,
has original jurisdiction of all actions involving over
$13.33, or where the title to real estate is in question,
and full equity powers. There are Probate Courts
with the usual jurisdiction in every county, and juris-
diction in cases of assignment. Justices of the Peace
have jurisdiction up to $13.33, and can render judg-
ment upon confession up to $200. Police Courts have
jurisdiction to the amount of $100.

ExEcuTIONS may be taken twenty-four hours after
judgment, and are returnable before Justice’s and
Police Courts in sixty days; before Supreme Court, at
the next trial term of court. A review may be granted
by the court when injustice appears to have been done
through accident, mistake or misfortune. Real prop-
erty tgken under execution may be redeemed within
one year.

ExevwprioNs. Homestead to the value of $500; neces-
sary apparel and bedding and household furniture to the
value of $100, Bibles and school books in use in the
family, library to the value of $200; oue cow, one hog,
and one pig, and pork of rame when slaughtered; tools
of occupation to the value of $100; rix sheep and their
flecces, one cooking stove and its furniture, provisions
and fuel to the value of $50, and one sewing machine;
beasts of the plow not exceeding one yoke of oxen, or
a horse, and hay not cxceeding four tons.

INTEREST. At the rate of six per cent. per annum,
unless a lower rate is stipulated. If any person, upon
any contract, receives interest at a higher rate than six
per cent., he forfeits three times the excess to the per-
son aggrieved and suing therefor; but no contract is
invalidated by reason of any stipulation for usurious
interest; the money actually advanced may be recovered
with legal interest. Interest upon all judgments is at
the rate of six per cent. per annum, Interest upon
unpaid taxes is at the rate of ten per cent. after the 1st
day of December following their assessment, until =ale
of property taxed, and twelve per cent. thereafter until
time of redemption. Upon current accounts interest
commences from date of demand for paymeut, unless
controlled by the custom of trade, which is a question
of fact to be determined by a trial thereof.

LimitaTIiONS oF Suirs. Accounts and simple promis-
sory notes, gix years after maturity; judgments, sealed
instruments, and notes, secured by mortgage, twenty
years. Time of debtor’s absence from the State is
excluded. Verbal acknowledgment and promise to pay
is sufficient to revive the debt.

MArRIED WoMEN retain all property owned by them
before marriage, or acquired afterwards in any way
except through property of the husband, to their sole
and separate use as if unmarried. All their contracts
in relation to such property are valid and binding, and
all their other contracts are binding, except those
made with their husbands, or as sureties or guarantors
for their husbands, or for and in behalf of their husbands.
Upon the death of wife, the husband is entitled to sub-
stantially the same share of her estate as she would be
of his estate in case of his death. They are liable for
debts contracted while single, and their property may
be attached to pay them. They are also liable for their
torts before marriage in relation to their separate prop-
erty. The husband is not liable for the wife’s ante-
nuptial debts, and can not convey his improved real
estate so as to bar his wife’s right of dower and home-
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stead without her consent. Married women of the age
of twenty-one years may dispose of their property by
will, butnot to affect husbands’ rights, nor can they
convey so as to deprive the husband of his right.

MoRTGAGES must be recorded, or in case of chattel
mortgages possession must pass to and remain in the
mortgagee.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. Demand notes
must be protested within sixty days from day of their in-
dorsement to hold indorsers. = All negotiable paper, save
that payable on demand, is entitled to three days of
grace, and all such paper maturing on Feb. 22, May 30

or July 4, or on the following day if either of these

days occur on the Sabbath, or on Sunday, Thanksgiv-
ing, Fast, or Christmas day, is due and payable on the
next preceding day, not beingﬁ_}r one of these days, and
must be so noted and protested.

Suirs. If either party resides in this State an action
should be brought in the county in which one of them
resides.

TAXEs become a lien upon the realty simultaneously
with their assessment (April 1, of each year.) One year
from the day of sale is allowed in which to redeem land
sold for taxes, costs of sale and interest at the rate of
twelve per cent. per annum being added.

NEW JERSEY.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS of deeds are made within the |

State before the Chancellor or a Justice of the Supreme
Court, a Master in Chancery, Judge of the Court of
Common Pleas, or Commissioner of Deeds. Without
the State, before a Justice of the Supreme Court of the
- United States, or a District Judge of the same, or a
Judge or Justice of the Supreme or Superior Court of
the State, District, or Territory, or before any Mayor or
Chief Magistrate of any city, or before a Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas, or County Court of such State,
District, or Territory, or Commissioner for New Jersey,
or by any officer in some other State in the Union,
authorized at the time of such proof or acknowledg-
ment, by thelaws of the State wherein the same shall
be made or taken, to take the acknowledgment of deeds
of landslying and being in such State. In case the ac-
knowledgment is made before a Mayor or chief magis-
trate, the certificate must be attested by the seal of the
city; if before a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas or
County Court, or other officer, it must be attested by
seal of such court, and certified by the Clerk of the court.
In foreign countries acknowledgment or proof may be
made before any court of law, Mayor, or chief magis-
trate, or any Ambassador, Consul, or other representa-
tive of the United States.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsOoLVENcY. The insolvent laws
provide for the discharge of a person under arrest for
debt or damages on his delivering up all his real and
personal property to his creditors. Assignments by
debtors for the benefit of creditors must be without
preference, and all others are void. Debtor must annex
sworn inventory. Wages of servants, clerks and la-
borers up to $300 each are preferred claims. Assignee
must file list of creditors at the end of three months,
and make dividends at the next term of court. Creditor
not presenting claim does not share in the dividend, but
retains his right of action against the debtor.

ATTACHMENT. A creditor may attach the property of
a non-resident or absconding debtor by making oath to
the fact, and to the amount of his claim, before any
officer authorized to administer oaths or affirmations.
Attachments are for the benefit of all applying credit-
ors. Debts not due may be proved under any attach-
ment issued, and receive their pro raia dividend. No
attachment can issue against the members of a copart-
nership, where one of them resides in the State. Gar-
nishment can be effected only in attachment cases.
have been
returned unsatisfied, if the sum due on a judgment

| amounts to $50 or upwards, the Court out of which

said executions issued

: . may, on application of the
Judgment creditor, make

an order compelling the

| debtor to appear before the officer named and make

discovery on oath concerning his property. The judg-

- ment creditor shall present to the Court a petition veri-
fied by oath in which he shall state the amount due on

lonly be had in case of fraud or

| debtor has property in his

said execution, the return made, and his belief that the
own right over and above
that which is reserved by law. Arrest on a capias can
attempted removal or

' disposal of property with intent to defraud creditors.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts
and Courts of Common Pleas, holding three terms a
year In each county, have jurisdiction in all civil cases
but to earry costs must recover at least $100, except

j that the Court of Common Pleas has no jurisdiction

{where title to lands comes into question. The Supreme
jCourt, holding three terms a year at Trenton, has also
original jurisdiction in all cases, but must recover $200
iLo carry costs. Court of Chancery has exclusive equity
Jurisdiction, and sits at Trenton three times a year.
iJustice’s and City District Court jurisdiction, $200. The
| Court of Errors and Appeals has no original jurisdic-

tion, but hears appeals from Court of Chancery, and
writs of error from Supreme Court and Circuit Courts.
EXEcuTIONS issue immediately upon a rendition of
judgment, and are returnable either in term or vacation.
A sale under execution, issued upon a junior judg-
ment, discharges the lien of a prior judgment on which
no execution has been issued and levytaken. The pro-
ceeds are applied to the payment of the execution upon
which the sale is had. There is no stay of execution,
except on those which are issued out.of Justice’s
Courts. In these courts thirty days are allowed on
sums up to $15; three months up to $60, and six
months on all sums over $60, by debtor giving good

security. There is noredemption after sale in any case.
ExemMpPTIONS. The lot and building thereon, owned

and occupied by the debtor, being the head of a family,
to the value of $1,000, providing that in the debtor’s
deed it is set out that the property is intended for a
homestead, or else that notice to such effect is filed in
the County Clerk’s office. Personal property to the
amount of $200, besides wearing apparel, owned by a
resident head of a family, appraised by three persons
appointed by the sheriff; and the widow or admin-
istrator of a deceased person may claim the same ex-
emption of $200 as against the creditors.

INTEREST. Legal interest on debts and judgments,
six per cent. Usury is punishable by forfeiture of all
interest and costs. Interest on an open account accrues
on each item from its date, as at common law.

JUDGMENTS Dbecome a lien on lands from time of

actual entry, and so remain for twenty years, unless cut
out by an execution issued on a younger judgment,
under which a levy is taken. Where there are several
judgments, that under which the first levy is taken,
takes priority. Judgments recovered or docketed in
the Supreme Court, are a lien on all lands of defendant
within the State.

LimrraTioNs oF Surrs. Contracts not under seal six
years; real actions and judgments, twenty years; notes
secured by mortgage and contracts under geal, sixteen
years. Revivor: Part payment or new promise or ac-
knowledgment in writing.

MArrIED WoOMEN hold and control their property,
real and personal, precisely as if unmarried. But a
married woman cannot become an accommodation in-
dorser, guarantor, or surety, nor can she convey or in-
cumber real estate without her husband. A married
woman may make a will of her separate estate as if she
were =ole, but can not defeat her husband’s interest in
her real estate, although she can make absolute dispo-
sition of her own private personal property without
regard to her husband. Widow takes dower in one-
third of real estate of which her husband was seized at
any time during coverture, to which she has signed no
deed of release.

MorraAcEs must be under seal, and the wife must
join. Foreclosure is by suit in equity. Chattel mort-
gages, unless accompanied by immediate delivery and
followed by continued change of possession of things
mortgaged, are absolutely void as against creditors and
subsequent bona fide purchasers and mortgagees, unless
said mortgage has been acknowledged or proved accord-
ing to law, and recorded in a book for that purpose.
Chattel mortgages must have an affidavit annexed,
setting out the interest of the mortgagee, considera-
tion of the mortgage, and the amount due and to
grow due thereon; said affidavit to be made by the
holder.

Notes AND BiLLs oF ExcuANGE. Inland bills of ex-
change are, in general, subject to the law of foreign
bills; they must be protested. Sight bills or drafts, ex-
cept those on banking associations, have three days
grace. The action required to hold indorser is the

 —
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same as under the general mercantile law. Drafts and
notes due on a legal holiday are payable the day before
such holiday, and notice of non-payment may be given
the day after. But if the legal holiday (other than
Surnday) should fall upon a Sunday or Monday, bills are
payable on Tuesday, and notice may be given on
Wednesday. Legal holidays are: Sundays, Jan. 1,
Feb. 22, May 30, July 4, Dec. 25, Thanksgiving Day,
and all days on which a general election for members of

NEW

AcKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds are made, if taken in
the Territory, before any Judge or Clerk of a court of
record having a seal, or before a Justice of the Peace or
Notary Public. If made without the Territory, and
within the United States, before any United States
court, or any court of any State or Territory having a
seal, or before the Clerk or Judge of any such court, the
genuineness of the signature and official character of
such Judge to be certified to under the seal of his court
by the Clerk thereof, or before a Commissioner of Deeds
for New Mexico, or before a Notary Public having an
official seal or before the clerk of any court of record
having a seal.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. No ingolvent law;
no statutory provision for voluntary assignments.

ATTACHMENTS. Creditors whose demands amount to
fifty dollars or more may sue debtors by attachment,
issued out of District Court; when debtor is non-resi-
dent of the Territory; when debtor has concealed him-
self or absconded, or absented himself from his usual
place of abode, so that ordinary process of law can not
be served upon him; when debtor is about to remove
his property out of the Territory, or is fraudulently
concealing or disposing, or has concealed or disposed
of the same; when debt is contracted out of Territory
and property secretly moved into the Territory; when
defendant i8 a corporation, whose office is out of Terri-
tory and not having agent in Territory, upon whom to
serve process; when debt was fraudulently contracted
or credit obtained by false pretenses. Attachment will
also lie upon actions founded upon a tort. Money or
property due the defendant, and held by others, may be
collected by garnishment. Defendant indebted in an
amount exceeding $50 may be arrested on affidayvit that
he is about to abscond. Plaintiff must furnish bond as
in case of attachment.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
hold two terms ayear in all the counties, and have unlim-
ited common law and chancery jurisdiction. There are
Probate Courts with the usual powers, holding six terms
ayear. Justice’s jurisdiction, $100.

EXECUTIONS may issue at any time within a year and
a day, and to any county in the Territory. From
District Courts are returnable in sixty days from deliv-
ery to Sheriff, and from Justice’s Courts in thirty days
from date of issue. No stay of execution except by
appeal. The Supreme Court may assess ten per cent.
damages where appeal is taken without reasonable
cause. Real estate sold under execution, and subject to
liens and incumbrances, may be redeemed within one

ear.

Y ExEMPTIONS. Real estate up to $1,000, where debtor
is head of family, and in such case also clothing, beds,
bed clothing, firewood for thirty days, Bibles, hymn
books, school books used by family. tamily pictures and
provisions not exceeding twenty-five dollars in value,
and furniture not exceeding ten dollars in value.
Tools and implements necessary for debtor to carry on
his trade not exceeding twenty-tive dollars in value.

INTEREST. On written contracts for the payment
of money it shall not be legal to recover more than
twelve per cent. interest per annum, but where none is

NEW

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS must be made within the State,
before a Judge of a court of record, Surrogate, Notary
Public, Justice of the Peace, Mayor, Recorder or Com-
missioner of Deeds. (No special form, separate and
apart from her husband, etc., now required for
married women.) If made without the State, they
may be taken by Judges of United States Courts,
Judges of the Supreme, Circuit or Superior Court of any

Assembly may be held. If any of these days happen
on Sunday, the holiday is kept Monday.

SvurTs are commenced by writs of summons, capias,
warrant or attachment. Service by publication may
be made in equity only.

TaXEs are a lien for two years from the time they be-
come payable, and lands may be sold for taxes delin-
quent one year. There is a right to redemption for
one year after the time of sale.

MEXICO.

expressed, then the law allows six per cent. per annum.
All open running accounts bear six per cent. from gix
months after the date of delivery of last article. Judg-
ments bear six per cent. per annum when no other rate
is expressed; but the same rate of interest as the obliga-
tion or contract sned on when so expressedin the judg-
ment; but no judgment will bear more than twelve
per cent. per annum,

JUDGMENTS are a lien onreal estate within the county
from date of docketing, and may be extended to other
counties by filing transcript with the Clerk of the
Probate Court.

LimMiTATIONS OF SUuiTs. Ten years adverse possession
of lands under color of title bars all actions. Infants,
Jemes covert, persons of unsound mind, imprisoned, or
beyvond the limits of the United States, are not within
this statute. All other actions must be brought as fol
lows: Upon judgments of courts of re.ord within
fifteen years; on bonds, promissory notes, bills of ex-
change, or other contracts in writing, and upon judg-
ments of any court not of record, within six years; on
open accounts and unwritten contracts, injuries to
property, conversion of personal property, relief on ac-
count of fraud, within four years; against sureties on
official bonds, and against sheriffs and public officers,
within two years. Actions of replevin must be broughs
within one year after right of action accrued. Accounts
against the estate of deceased persons must be presented
within one year after the death of deceased, and no
action can be commenced after two years.

MARRIED WOMEN retain the separate property which
they inherit, but it is managed by their husbands, and
they can convey their real estate only by joining in a
deed with their husbands. The wife has no dower ex-
cept her private property. :

MorrcAGES. All deeds and papers affecting real
estate must be in writing, and duly acknowledged; no
other statutory provisions exist. All personal property
except growing crops may be mortgaged. Instrument
or a true copy thereof must be filed of record, and must
be renewed within thirty days of the expiration of one
yvear by mortgagee’s affidavit showing interest in mort-
gagee.

NoTEs AND BirLs oF ExcHANGE. No days of grace
are allowed on bills of exchange and promissory notes,
but if they fall due on a legal holiday or Sunday, they
are construed to fall due and become payable on the
next business day thereafter. Notes, bonds, due bills
and other instruments in writing, by which maker
promises to pay to another, or order, or bearer, any sum
of money, or property, or labor, or acknowledges money,
labor or property to be due, are asgignable by indorse-
ment or any other writing.

Surrs. All #ransitory actions must be brought in the
county where the plaintiff or defendant resides, or
where the contract is to be performed, or the cause of
action originated, or in any county where defendant
may be found within the judicial district in which he
has his residence. Suits to recover real estate must be
brought in the county where such real estate is situate.
Actions againgt non-residents or transient persons may

be brought in any county.

YORK.

other State or Territory, within the jurisdiction of their
courts; by the Mayor of any city, or by a New York
Commissioner. When made by any person residing out
of the State,and within any other State or Territory,they
may be taken before any officer of such State or Terri-
tory authorized by its laws to take acknowledgments.
ARREST. A debtor may be arrested in certain classes
of civil actions, among which is an action to recover
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for frand in contracting the debt, or where the debtor

has disposed or is about to dispose of his property,

with intent to defraud his creditors. )

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Statutory provis-
ions exist, regulating the making of general assion-
ments in trust, forthe benefit of creditors (preferences
are allowed) : also, regulating the filing of inventory,
the giving of bonds and accounting by the assignee.
The court has power to remove assignees, and may
require creditors to present claims within a period to
be prescribed, notice whereof is to be given by adver-
tisement, etc.

ATTACHMENTS may issue in actions for damages for
breach of contract, wrongful conversion of _personal
property, or injury thereto caused by negligence or
fraud, or where defendant is non-resident or has leftthe
State, or conceals himself to avoid service, or has sold,
assigned, secreted, or is about to sell, assign, or secrete
his property with intent to defraud creditors. Bonds
are to be given on the procurement of attachments.

Courrs. Terms and Jurisdiction. The Supreme
Court has unlimited jurisdiction. The Court of Com-
mon Pleas and the Superior Court of the City of New
York, the City Court of Brooklyn, and the Superior
Court of Bufialo, have jurisdiction to an unlimited
amount where the defendant resides within the territo-
rial jurisdiction of the court, or is served with the sum-
mons therein, or where the cause of action arose therein.
The jurisdiction of the New York Marine Court is lim-
ited to $2,000, except in certain actions upon bonds, etc.
There is a County Court for each county, having juris-
diction to the amount of $1,000, in actions where the
defendant is, or if there is more than one, where all of
the defendants are, residents of the county. Justices of
the Peace have jurisdiction in actions on contract where
the sum claimed does not exceed $200, and District
Courts of the City of New York, where the sum does
not exceed $250, and the Justice’s Court of the City of
Albany, where the sum does not exceed $300.

ExEcuTioNs will issue at any time within five years
from date of judgment; after five years, leave must
be obtained from the Court. Executions may issue to
two or more counties at the same time. There are no
stay laws. On a judgment, in any case, after execution
is returned unsatisfied, defendant and others may be
examined as to the judgment debtor’s property in pro-
ceedings supplementary to execution, and required to
apply any not exempt in payment. In certain cases a
debtor may be imprisoned on execution; provision is
made for the giving of bail o remain within the jail
limits. The debtor may be discharged upon making
assignment of his property, (if debtis 8500 or over,
only after three months’ imprisonment).

Exewprions. Homestead, $1,000: necessary furni-
tare, tools, team, etc., $250. Even in supplementary
proceedings, the judgment debtor cannot be ordered to
apply upon the judgment his earnings for his personal
services within sixty days preceding the order, if such
earnings are necessary for the support of a family
wholly or partly supported by his labor.

INTEREST. The legal rate of interest (which was
formerly, until January 1, 1880, seven per cent.) is fixed

at six per cent. All notes, bonds, contracts, securities,
etc., whereby a greater rate is reserved, or taken, or
agreed for, are absolutely void, and the lender can re-
cover neither principal nor interest in such cases. but
corporations can not plead usury as a defense. Usury
is also punishable as a misdemeanor by fine or impris-
onment, or both. State banks have been placed on
the same footing as National banks as regards usury,
and are thereby exempt from the extreme penalties
mentioned above. By chapter 237, Laws of 1882, on
demand loans of $5,000 and over, made with ware-
house receipts, bills of lading, certificates of stock,
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certificates of deposit, bills of exchancge, bonds. or
other negotiable instruments, pledged as collateral, it
is lawful to receive and collect, as compensation for
making such advances, any sum, to be agreed upon, in
writing, by the parties to the transaction.

LimirarioNs oF Surrs. Contracts, express or implied,
eXcept those under seal, six years: recovery of real
estate upon judgments of courts of record and sealed
instruments, twenty years. Revivor: Part payment or
new promise in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN can take, hold, mortgage and convey
real and personal property, and may carry on trade in
their own names, and retain their earnings as their sepa-
rate property. Liabilities may be enforced against 2 mar-
ried woman as follows: First, when created in or about
carrying on a trade or business of the wife; second,
when the contractrelates to, or is made for the benefit
of her separate estate; third, when the intention to
charge the separate estate is expressed in the instru-
ment or contract by which the liability is created, [58
N. Y. Court of Appeals Rep. 80]. Widows have right
of dower.

MoRTGAGES must be executed and recorded same as
deeds. Where containing a power of sale, may be
foreclosed by an action brought for the purpose, or with-
out intervention of court (by advertisement). There is
no redemption under a mortgage sale. Chattel mort-
gages, except where the possession of the property mort-
gaged passes to, and is retained by the mortgagee,
must be filed forthwith, or are void as against creditors
and innocent purchasers. Such mortgage ceases to be
ralid in one year, except as to the mortgagor or his
representatives, unless a copy thereof is re-filed annu-
ally with a certificate of the mortgagee as to the amount
unpaid thereon, and this copy, mortgage and certificate
constitutes a renewal of the mortgage for one year.

NoTES AND BILLS OF EXCHANGE. Bills of exchange
(foreign), drafts, checks, and promissory notes payable
to bearer, the maker or his order, or the order of any
third party, are negotiable. Three days of grace are
allowed on all except inland sight drafts. If not paid
when due they may be protested, and the certificate
of protest is prima facie evidence of presentation and
non-payment. To charge indorser, notice of non-pay
ment must at once be given to him. January 1st, Feb-
ruary 22nd, May 30th, July 4th, December 25th, any
general election day, and any day appointed or recom-
mended by the President of the United States. or the
Governor of the State, as a day of thanksgiving or of
fasting and prayer, are holidays, and notes. bills, etc.,
otherwise presentable for payment or acceptance on
one of such days, are presentable on the secular or
business day next preceding such holiday.

Suirs in civil actions must be prosecuted in the

name of the real party in interest, except that an ex-
ecutor, administrator, trustee of an express trust, or
person specially authorized by statute, may sue in his
own name. The practiceis under a Code, known as the
““Code of Civil Procedure.”

TAxEs. Lands may be sold for taxes when two years
delinquent. Publication of sale is made for twelve
weeks in the county paper, and two years after sale
are allowed for redemption, the owner having the right
to redeem by paying the purchase money and interest
at ten per cent. per annum. A mortgagee (where the
instrument is duly recorded) has a similar right of
redemption, and upon filing a notice of his mortgage,
its date, record, etc., with the Comptroller, is entitled
to notice before the tax title can cut off his mortgage,
Special provisions for sales of lands for taxes, exist in
several cities and counties. In cities, assessments for
local improvements may be enforced, by sales of the
houses and lots assessed.

NORTH CAROLINA.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS may be taken within the State
by any Judge or Clerk of a court of record, or any
Justice of the Peace or Notary Public. In other States
by any Commissioner appointed by the Governor of
this State, and Clerks of courts of record in such
States, and in foreign countries by a Mayor or other
Chief Magistrate, or any Minister, Consul or Commer-
cial Agent of the United States,

ARREST AND Barn. Defendant may be arrested in a
civil action in the following cases:

1. In an action arising on contract where defendant

is a non-resident of the State, or is about to remove
therefrom with intent to defraud his creditors, and in
an action for the recovery of damages on a cause of
action not arising out of contract, where the action is
for injury to person or character, or for wrongfully tak-
ing, detaining or converting property.

2. In an action for a fine or penalty, or for money
received, or for property embezzled or fraudulently mis-
applied, by a public officer or by an attorney, solicitor
or counselor, or by an officer or agent of a corporation
or banking association, in the course of his employment
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as such, or by any factor, agent, broker, or other person
in a fiduciary capacity; or for any misconduct or neg-
lect in office, or in a professional employment.

3. In an action to recover the possession of personal
property unjustly detained, where the property, or any
part thereof, has been concealed, removed or disposed
of, so that it can not be found or taken by the sheriff,
and with the intent that it should not be so found or
taken; or with the intent to deprive the plaintift of the
benefit thereof.

4. When the defendant has been guilty of a fraud in
contracting the debt or incurring the obligation for
which the action is brought, or in concealing or dispos-
ing of the property for the taking, detention or conver-
gion of which the action is brought; or when the action
is brought to recover damages for fraud or deceit.

5. When the defendant has removed or disposed of
his property, or is about to do so, with intent to de-
fraud his creditors.

Provisions of the act do not apply to proceedings for
contempt, and no female shall be arrested in any action,
except for willful injury to person, character or
property.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. An insolvent debt-
or may be discharged by filing petition and making as-
signment of property to a trustee for benefit of all cred-
itors. But his subsequently acquired property (not ex-
empt) is liable for the satisfaction of his debts. No
creditor not having received notice is bound by the dis-
charge. Any creditor may suggest fraud, and on fraud
or concealment being found by jury, judgment will be
that debtor be imprisoned until a full and “fair disclo-
sure of all his money, property or effects be made.
Voluntary assignments are only good against creditors
from registration. A debtor may in an assignment pre-
fer one creditor to another.

ATTACHMENT process may issue against the prop-
erty of a non-resident debtor, or one who has departed
from the State to defraud his creditors or to avoid the
service of a summons, or keeps himself concealed
therein with like intent; or against a foreign corpora-
tion, or if such person or corporation has removed, or is
about to remove, any of his or its property from this
State with intent to defraud his or its creditors, or has
assigned, disposed of, or secreted, or is about to assign,
dispose of, or secrete any of his or its property with
the like intent, whether such debtor is a resident of this
State or not. The creditor procuring warrant of attach-
ment must, within ten days, file affidavits in the Clerk’s
office, or before a Justice of the Peace, if the warrant
is taken out in his court, stating the grounds on which
the warrant of attachment is asked. The creditor is
also required to give good bond and security for costs
and damages in case the proceeding by attachment is
wrongful or oppressive. Garnishee process is not known
under the statute. In actions arising on contract for
recovery of money only, or in an action for the wrong-
ful conversion of personal property, attachment process
may issue at the time or after the issuing of the sum-
mons. Service of summons must be made personally
or commenced by publication within thirty days after
obtaining warrant of attachment. Within thirty days
after obtaining such warrant from a Justice of the
Peace, plamntiff shall cause publication thereof to be
made for four successive weeks.

Courts. 7erms and Jurisdiction. Superior Court,
holding two terms a year in each county, has exclusive
original jurisdiction in all civil actions involving over
$200. Insome counties four terms a year are held, but
only two of them are appearance terms. The Clerk of
the Superior Court is Judge of Probate. dJustice’s
jurisdiction, $200.

ExecurioNs from Superior Court may issue imme-
diately after the term at which judgment was rendered,
and are returnable at the next term. Issue asof course
at any time within three years after rendition of judg-
ment; after three years have elapsed, issue only upon
notice and leave obtained. From Justice's Courts they
issue at once: returnable in sixty days. Stay of execu-
tion is granted as follows: Under $25, one month; $25 to
$50, three months; $50 to $100, four months; above
$100, six months. There is no redemption on property
sold on execution or mortgage.

ExeEmPTION. Every homestead, and dwellings and
buildings used therewith, not exceeding in value $1,000,
to be selected by the owner thereof; or in lieu thereof,
at the option of the owner, any lot in any city, town or
village, with the dwellings used thereon, owned and
occupied by any resident of the State, and not exceed-
ing the value of $1,000. Personal property of the value
of $500. This law does not apply to debts contracted

prior to Aug. 20, 1868, or to taxes, payment of pur-
chase money or laborers’ or mechanics’ lien. The ex-
emptions allowed when debt was contracted prior to
August 20, 1868, are those that were in force at the time
the debt was contracted.

INTEREST. Six per cent. is the prescribed usual rate.
Eight per cent. may be stipulated for in writing. Rate
on judgments and open accounts, six per cent., unless
parties contract for higher rate up to eight per cent.,
which they may do. Taking—knowingly—a greater
rate of interest, is forfeiture of the entire interest, and
in case a greater rate has been paid, the person who has
paid it, or his legal representatives, may recover back,
in an action in the nature of an action of debt, twice
the amount of interest paid. Interest, if not paid when
due, })earS simple interest — ‘* starts on a career of its
own.”

JUDGMENTS in the Superior Court are a lien from the
time they are docketed, on all real property of defend-
ant within the county, and can be transferred to other
counties by filing transcript. Judgments from Justices’
Courts are not a lien until levy is made. Lien continues
ten years from time of docketing. Justice Court and
Supreme Court judgments may be made judgments of
the Superior Court in all respects by docketing them
in gaid court.

LIMITATIONS OF SUITs. Actions on accounts and con-
tracts not under seal must be commenced in three years,
and on a note under seal must be commenced within
ten years, or the statute of limitation may be pleaded
against recovery. In cases of fraud or mistake cause of
action does not accrue until the discovery by the ag-
grieved party of the facts comstituting such fraud or
mistake. Revivor: Part payment or new promise in
writing.

MARRIED WOMEN retain their real and personal prop-
erty acquired before or after marriage, as their separate
estate, not liable for the debts or obligations of their
husbands. But no woman under coverture, unless she
be a free trader, can make a binding contract, except
for her necessary personal expenses, or for the support
of the family, or for such as may be necessary in order
to pay her debts existing before marriage, without the
written consent of her husband. Widow’s dower is
one-third in value of all the lands and real estate of
which her husband was seized during her coverture.
Statute also allows widow a ¢ year’s allowance’ out
of the personal property of the husband.

MorTGcAGES must be registered within the county to
be valid as against creditors or subsequent purchasers
for a valuable consideration. Mortgages are foreclosed
by action, except when a power of sale is given. Chat-
tel mortgages and lien bonds must be registered.

NoTES AND BrLLs oF EXCHANGE. Grace is allowed
on all drafts except those payable on demand. All bills
and notes bear interest from maturity, unless otherwise
stipulated. An indorser of a note is deemed a surety,
and no demand on the maker is necessary before com-
mencing suit against surety or indorser, but this does
not apply to bills of exchange. Where a bill is drawn
or indorsed in this State upon any person or corporation
in any other of the United States or any of the Territo-
ries and is protested, it shall bear damages, viz., three
per cent. on the principal sum. A bill or note may be
protested by a Notary Public, Justice of the Peace or
Clerk of a court of record. Bills of exchange and prom-
issory notes — both those under seal and those not—
are negotiable; and all notes and bonds with more than
one obligor are by statute joint and several. To
charge indorser of bill of exchange, notice of non-pay-
ment must be given him.

Surrs. Process in court must be served ten days
before first day of term. The action is commenced by
issning a summons and filing a complaint in the Clerk’s
office.  Actions before Justices are commenced by issu-
ing summons to be served on the debtor, which is made
returnable at some time and place within the county to
be desionated by the Justice. Judgment can usually
be obtained in two days. Complaint must be filed in
courts of record within the first three days of term and
answer or demurrer within the term to which the sum-
mons is returnable. Pleadings betore a Justice may be
either oral or written. Practice is under a Code known
as the ‘““Code of Civil Procedure.” A

Taxes. The Act of 1879 provides that the tax list
shall constitute a lien from June 1, of each year. Sales
for delinquent taxes are made after notice given. De-
linquent may remain on the land one year, aud. may
redeem within that time by paying the amount bid by
the purchaser and twenty-five per cent. 1n addition.
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OHIO.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS may be taken by any Judge or
Clerk of a court of record, Justice of the Peace, No-
tary Public, Commissioner for Ohio, Mayor, or other
prexiding officer of an incorporated city or town. When
executed, acknowledged and proved out of this State,
in accordance with the laws of the place where exe-
cuted, they will be as valid as if executed in this State.
Husband must join, in conveyance of wife’s property.
Two witnesses are required to attest signatures in all
matters affecting real estate. Instruments of convey-
ance between husband und wife must be signed and
acknowledged by husband and wite and attested by
two witnesses. Officer taking acknowledgment must
certify that he examined the wife separate and apart
from her husband, and made known to her the con-
tents of the instrument, that she voluntarily signed
and acknowledged the same, and that she is still
satisfied therewith as her act and deed.

ASSIGNMENTS. An insolvent debtor may make an
assignment in trust for the benefit of creditors. Assignee
must, within ten days after delivery of assignment to
him, produce the original assignment, or copy thereof, in
the Probate Court, file same and enter into a bond in
such sum and with such sureties as court shall approve.
Notice of appointment, for three successive weeks,
in newspaper of general circulation shall be given after
bond entered into, and creditor shall within six months
after publication of notice present claim with affidavit
that said claim is just and lawful, the consideration
thereof, and what, if any, set-offs or counter-claims
exist thereto; what collateral -or personal security, if
any, the claimant holds for same, or that he has no
security whatever. Any surety or person jointly liable
with assignor is allowed to present and prove his claim
on which he is bound. Suit must be brought on rejected
claims within thirty days. Assignment made in con-
templation of insolvency, with intent to prefer one or
more creditors, inures to the benefit of all creditors.
Assignment made with intent to hinder, delay or defraud
creditors, shall be declared void at the suit of any cred-
itor, and such assignment, after having been declared
void, or a preferred assignment, is cause for the appoint-
ment of trustee. No assignment shall be construed to
include property exempt, unless the exemption is
expressly waived. Preferred claims are: Taxes of
every description assessed against assignor, and wages
for all labor performed by any one in the assignor’s
service within twelve months preceding the assignment,
not exceeding $300.

ATTACHMENT in a civil action for the recovery of
money may be had when defendant is non-resident or a
foreign corporation, or has absconded or concealed
himself, oris about to remove, convert or assign, or has
concealed his property with intent to defraud creditors,
or where the debt was fraudulently contracted. Plain-
tiff must give bond in double the amount at issue,
except where defendant is a non-resident, when a bond
is not required. Defendant can be arrested in a civil
action on all except the first two grounds given above.
Garnishee process may be had in aid of attachment
against any debtor of the defendant. A citizen of this
State may be enjoined from prosecuting an attach-
ment in another State against a citizen of this State, to
subject to the payment of his claim the earnings of the
debtor, which by the laws of this State are exempt from
being applicd 1o the payment of such claim.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Justice’s Courts
have exclusive original jurisdiction of any sum not ex-
ceeding $100, and concurrent jurisdiction with the
Court of Common Pleas of any sum from $100 to $300.
If either plaintiff or defendant, in an action before a
Justice of the Peace, claim more than twenty dollars
in hig bill of particulars, the case may be appealed to
the Court of Common Pleas, but if neither party de-
mand a greater sum than twenty dollarg, and the case
is tried by a jury, there shall be no appeal. If the
items consfituting the cause of action or defense he
set out in the bill of particulars, counter claim or set
off, and is verified by the affidavit of the party, his
agent or attorney, the party so doing shall be entitled
to judgment without further proof upon failure of the
other party to appear. Superior Courts of Cincinnati,
Cleveland and Dayton, have the same general jurisdic-
tion in actions for debt that is exercised by the Courts
of Common Pleas. Common Pleas Courts have original

,glrisdiction where the amount in controversy exceeds
100.

EXEcuTIONS issue from the Court of Common Pleas
to any county. Execution against the person will only
issue when the Judge of one of the Superior Courts is
satisfied of the existence of cause—such as concealment
of property by the debtor—or where debtor was arrested
before  judgment and not discharged under the law.
Lands levied on must be appraised by three disinterested
freeholders, and can not be sold for less than two-thirds
of such appraisement. Executions are stayed before
Justices, by entering into a bond to adverse party
within ten days after rendition of judgment, on judg-
ments for $5 and under, sixty days; $5 and under
$20, ninety days; $20 and under $50, 150 days; $50 and
upward, 240 days. No stay on judgment in favor of any
person for wages due for manual labor performed.

ExeEmpTIONS. Every person who has a family, and
every widow, may hold the following property exempt
from execution, attachment or sale for any debt, dam-
ages, fine or amercement:

First. The wearing apparel of such person or fam-
ily, beds, bedsteads and bedding necessary for the
same, one cooking stove and pipe, one stove and pipe
used for warming the dwelling, and fuel for sixty days,
actually provided, and designed tor the use of such per-
son or family.

Second. One cow, or if the debtor owns none, house-
hold furniture to be selected by such debtor not ex-
ceeding $35 in value; two swine or the pork therefrom,
or if the debtor owns no swine, household furniture to
be selected by such debtor not exceeding $15 in value ;
six sheep, their wool and the cloth orotherarticles man-
utactured theretrom, or in lieu thereof household furni-
ture, to be selected by the debtor, not exceeding $15,
and food for such animals for sixty days.

Third. Bibles, hymn books, psalm books, testa-
ments and school books used in the family, and all
family pictures.

Fourth. Provision actually provided and designed
for the use of such person or family not exceeding $50
in value, and other articles of household or kitchen fur-
niture necessary for such person or family, not exceed-
ing $50 in value.

£ifth. One sewing machine, one knitting machine,
and all the tools and implements of the debtor neces-
sary for carrying on his or her trade or business,
whether mechanical oragricultural, not exceeding $100
in value.

Siéxth. The personal earnings of the debtor and of
his or her minor child or children for three months,
when it is made to appear by affidavit that such earn-
ings are necessary for such person or family.

Seventh. All articles, specimens and cabinets of
natural history or science, except such as are intended
for show or exhibition for money or pecuniary gain.

Kighth. Every drayman, who is the head of a
family, in addition to the above exemptions, shall
hold one horse, harness and dray exempt from
execution. Every agriculturist who is the head of
a family, in addition to the exemptions specified in
paragraphs one to seven inclusive, shall hold ex-
empt from execution one horse or one yoke of cattle
with the necessary gearing for the same, one wagon;
and every practitioner of medicine, the head of a fam-
ily, in addition to the exemptions specified in para-
graphs one to seven inclusive, shall hold exempt one
horse, one saddle and bridle, and also books, medi-
cines and instruments pertaining to his profession, not
exceeding $100 in value.

Every unmarried woman may hold the following prop-
erty exempt from execution, attachment or sale;

First. Wearing apparel not exceeding $100.

8Second. One sewing machine.

Third. One knitting machine.

Fourth. A bible, hymn book, psalm book and any
other books not exceeding in value $25.

Any beneficiary fund, not exceeding $5,000, set apart,
appropriated or paid by any benevolent association or
society according to its rules and regulations to the
family of any deceased member, or to any member of
such family, shall not be liable to be taken by any pro-
cess or proceedings, legal or equitable, to pay any debt
of such deceased member.

The regalia, insignia of effice, journals of proceedings,
account books and the private work belonging to any
benevolent society in this State, shall be exempt, etc.

All property used by any municipal corporation or
fire company for the purpose of extingunishing fire shall
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be exempt, but the owner may create liens thereon by
mortgage, etc. Any resident being the head of a fam-
ily and not the owner of a homestead, can hold other
personal property to be selected by him, and not ap-
praised at over $500, in addition to the chattel property
specified above. No exemption runs against claim
for labor amounting to less than $100.

HomestEAD. Husband and wife living together, a
widow or a widower living with an unmarried
daughter or unmarried minor son, may hold ex-
empt from sale on judgment or order a family home-
stead not exceeding $1,000 in value; the wife may
make demand if the husband refuse, but neitner can
make such demand if the other has a homestead.

INTEREST. The legal rate is six per cent. Parties
may contract in writing for eight per cent. No penalty
is attached for the violation of the law. If acontract
ismade for a higher rate than eight per cent., the con-
tract as to interest is void, and'the recovery is limited
to the principal sum and six per cent. Interest is com-
puted upon judgments and decrees at the rate specified
in the instrument upon which said judgment or decree
is rendered. Interest is not recoverable on open run-
ning accounts, when there are no circumstances from
which an agreement to allow interest can be inferred,
and there has been no vexatious delay of payment.
Open accounts draw interest after statement is made
and account rendered. Interest from and after ma-
turity may be allowed on items of wages or salary,
payable monthly.

JUDGMENTS are a lien on real property of defendant
within the county, which lien continues for five years.
If execution be not levied within one year from the
rendition of the judgment, said judgment shall not
operate to the prejudice of any other bona fide judg-
ment creditor.

LumraTioNs oF Suits. On contracts not in writing,
express or implied, six years; specialty or any agree-
ment in writing, fifteen years; real actions, twenty
one years. An action may be taken out of the statute
by part payment, acknowledgment, or promise én
writing.

MARRIED WOMEN retain all their separate property,
real and personal, owned at marriage or acquired there-
after, with all the rents, incomes and profits thereof.
Wife can contract for the improvement, repair and cul-
tivation of her real estate, and may lease the same for
not exceeding three years. A married woman engaged
in business may sue and be sued alone, and her sepa-
rate property is liable for any judgment rendered
against her. The husband must unite in all deeds and
mortgages of the wife’s separate real estate. A widow
is entitled to dower in all real estate owned by her hus-
band during her coverture. A married woman’s sepa-
rate property can not be charged with her general en-
gagements unless by a contract valid in law to bind
the same, or such facts as make it between the parties
just and equitable.

A debt incurred by a married woman for her benefit
or that of her separate estate, and upon its credit, and
the giving of a note therefor, are facts from which a
court of equity may imply and enforce a charge against
such property.

MoRTGAGES must be executed as deeds, and the
first mortgage recorded has the preference. Are
foreclosed %y suit in the Court of Common Pleas, and
there is no redemption of lands sold under foreclosure.
Chattel mortgages, or a true copy thereof, must be
deposited with the Clerk of the township where
the mortgagor resides at the time of the execution
thereof, if a resident of the State, and if not such
resident, then with the Clerk of the township in which
the property so mortgaged is situated at the time of the
execution of the instrument ; but when the mortgagor
is a resident of a towns<hip in which the office of County
Recorder is kept, or when he is a non-resident of the
State and the property is within such township, the
mortgage shall be filed with the County Recorder.

Every mortgage so filed shall be void, as against the
creditors of the person making the same, or arainst
subsequent purchasers or mortgagees in good faith,
after the expiration of one year from the filing thereof,
unless, within thirty days next preceding the expiration
of the said term of one year, a true-copy of said mort-
gage, together with a statement verified, exhibiting the
interest of the mortgagee in the property at the time
last aforesaid, claimed by virtue of such morteage, is
again filed in the office where the original was filed.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. All bonds, notes
and bills payable at a day certain after date, or after
sight, are entitled to three days of grace in the time of
payment. When the third day of grace is the first day
of the week, the demand shall be made on the next
preceding business day. The 1st day of January, the
4th day of July, the 25th ot December, and any day ap-
pointed or recommended by the Governor of Ohio, or
the President of the United States, as a day of Fast or
Thanksgiving, is treated and considered as the first day
of the week. When the 1st day of January, 4th day of
July, or the 25th day ot December shall be the first day
of the week, the succeeding Monday is also treated and
considered as the first day of the week. When made
payable to order or bearer, they are negotiable by indorse-
ment thereon, and vest the title thereof in indorsee.

Suirs. There is but one form of action, known as a
civil action, which must be prosecuted in the name of
the real party in interest, except as to administrators,
trustees, etc. In certain cases service may be made by
publication.

TaAxEs are due on December 20 of each year, but the
party charged may at his option pay one-half then and
the remainder on or before June 20 following. Lands
delinquent for three semi-annual instalments are sold
by the County Treasurer. Owner can redeem within
two years by paying amount for which the land was
sold, all subsequent taxes and interest, and a penalty
of fifteen per cent. if redeemed within one year, and
twenty-five per cent. if within two years. Lands of-
fered for sale by the County Treasurer, and not sold for
want of bidders, become forfeited to the State, and are
again offered once in each two years until sold for the
delinquent and accrued taxes. The owner of forfeited
lands may redeem the same at any time within six
months by depositing with the Treasurer the amount
of sale and costs, together with fifty per cent. penalty
thereon.

OREGON.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be taken by any officer ap-
pointed by the laws of the State, Territory or district
where made, or before any Commissioner appointed by
the Governor of this State for such purpose, and unless
the acknowledgment be taken before such Commis-
sioner, it must be certified by the Clerk or other proper
certifying officer of a court of record of the county or
district within which such acknowledgment was taken,
under the seal of his office, that the person whose name
is subscribed to the certificate of acknowledgment was,
at the date thereof, such officer as he is therein repre-
sented to be, and that he believes the signature of such
person subscribed thereto to be genuine, and that the
deed is executed and acknowledged according to the
laws of such State, Territory or district.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. There is no insol-
vent law, but every person confined in jail on an exe-
cution is entitled to his discharge at the end of ten
days, upon the conditions prescribed by law, and after
being once discharged the debtor is forever exempt
from arrest under that debt. An assienment does not

free the debtor from his liabilities, but a debtor may
prefer a creditor by confessing judgment, giving a
mortgage, or assigning specific property as security or
in payment. No general assignment made by an insol-
vent, or in contemplation of insolvency, for the benefit
of creditors, is valid, unless made for the benefit of
all creditors in proportion to the amount of their re-
spective claims. An assignment has the effect to dis-
solve all attachments on which' judgment has not been
entered at time of the assignment. Notice must be
given to creditors to present claims, and any creditor
may file objections to any claim and the court will pass
upon the objection. Debts to become due, as well as
those already due, may be proved. Assignee has full
power to dispose of all estate, both real and personal,
and to distribute the proceeds pro rata among creditors.
A general assignment does not discharge the debtor
from liability.

ATTACHMENT process may be had when defendant is
a foreign corporation, or non-resident, or in actions on
contracts for the direct payment of money, where no
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mortgage, lien or pledge was taken or created, or if the
debt was so secured, when the security has been ren-
dered valueless by act of the defendant. Plaintiff must
give the usual bond in double the amouut involved.
Debts owing defendant may be garnisheed. Defendant
may be arrested when not aresident of the State, or in
actions to recover personal property unjustly detained,
or where the debt was fraudulently contracted, or detend-
ant has removed his property with intent to defraund.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courtis
held once a year in Curry, Columbia and Tillamook
counties, three times a year in Multnomah county,
(Portland), and Marion county, (Salem), and twice
a year in other counties, and has unlimited -civil
Jurisdiction. There is a County Court in each
county, holding from four to twelve trial terms each
year, with full probate powers and civil jurisdiction
up to $500. Justice’s jurisdiction, £250.

EXEcuTION issues immediately, and is returnable in
sixty days in the Circuit Court; thirty days in all other
courts. Execution may issue at any time within five
years after judgment. There is no stay law. Judg-
ment debtor, or his successor in interest, or any cred-
itor having a lien, may redeem real estate sold under
execution within sixty days of the confirmation of the
sale, and lien creditors may continue to so redeem
within sixty days of each sale, the last purchaser being
entitled to a deed.

ExXEmPTIONS. Thereis no homestead law. Personal
property exempt includes books, pictures and musical
instruments to the value of $75; wearing apparel to
the value of $100, and if a householder, to the value of
$50 for each member of the family; tools, implements,
apparatus, team, vehicle, harness or library, when nec-
essary in the occupation or profession of a judgment
debtor, to the amount of $400: if the judgment debtor
be a householder, ten sheep with one year’s fleece, two
cows, five swine, household goods, furniture and uten-
gils to the value of $300. No article of property is ex-
empt from execution issued upon a judgment for the
purchase price.

INTEREST. Legal rate, eight percent.; contracts may
be made in writing for ten per cent. Usury works
forfeiture of principal and interest, but judgment will
be rendered against defendant for the principal of the
debt to be paid into the Common School Fund of the
county in which suit was commenced.

JUDGMENTS are a lien from the date of docketing on
all defendant’s real property within the couunty or
counties where same is docketed, and on all which he
may subsequently acquire during the life of the judg-
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ment. If ten years are allowed to elapse without issu-
ance of execution on the judgment the lien ceases.

LimiTaTiONS OF SulTs. On contracts not under seal,
express or implied, six years; on judgments or decrees
of any court and sealed instruments, ten years; re-
covery real property, ten years. Revivor: Part payment
or mew promise in writing.

MarRIED WOMEN retain theirreal and personal estate
owned by them at time of marriage or afterwards ac-
quired by gift, devise or inheritance, free from the debts
and control of their husbands. A married woman may
make contracts in her own name, buy goods, and give
notes in settlement, and her real and personal property
may be sold to satisfy the same. She may dispose of
her real estate by will, subject to any rights which her
husband may have as tenant by the curtesy.

MoRrTGAGES are executed in the same manner as
deeds, and foreclosed by suit in equity. Chattel mort-
gages, or copies thereof, must be immediately filed with
the County Clerk, and cease to be valid as against
creditors or purchasers after the expiration of one year,
unless within thirty days next preceding the expira-
tion of said year there is an afiidavit made and filed
therewith, that the debt which it secures is unpaid and
the mortgage still in force.

NoTes AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE. Three days of grace
are allowed on all bills of exchange payable at sight or
on a day certain, and on all promissory notes where
not expressed to the contrary. The indorsers on a note,
when properly charged by protest, are liable as long as
the maker. Damages allowed on protested bills: do-
mestic, five per cent.; foreign, ten per cent.

Suirs. Practice is under a Code similar to that of
New York, but the distinction between law and equity
is retained. Suits and actions in the Circuit and
County Courts are commenced by filing a verified com-
plaint with the Clerk of the court. Summons is served
by personally delivering to the debtor or leaving at his
residence, with a white person over fourteen years of
age, a member of his family, a copy of the summons and
a certified copy of the complaint, and if debtor does
not appear or answer within ten days, if served in the
county in which action is brought, or within twenty
days, if served in any other county in the State, the
creditor may take judgment. In case of non-resident
debtors who have property in the State, the court may
order service by publication of the summons.

Taxes. Lands sold for taxes may be redeemed within
one year, on payment of the purchase money and
twenty per cent. thereon; within two years, thirty per
cent.

PENNSYLV ANIA.

ACENOWLEDGMENTs of deeds of land in Pennsyl-
vania taken elsewhere, may be made in the United
States before any Mayor or chief magistrate, or
officer of any town or city where the deed is made, cer-
tified under the seal of such city or town, any J udge
of any court of record., any Judge of a federal court,
under the hand of the Judge’s seal of the court, Com-
missioner for Pennsylvania, any officer in any State
aunthorized by laws of said State to take acknowledg-
ments, the authority to be proved by certificate of Clerk
of any court of record,underseal of court, or Notary Pub-
lic; if made out of United States, any ambassador and
all persons exercising public ministerial functions
appointed by United States, or Notary Publics.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. A debtor may make
a voluntary assignment in trust for the benefit of all
creditors, which must be recorded in thirty days, and
may prefer a creditor by confessing judgment or transfer
of property, or in any way except by an assignment in
trust, unless there is an intent to hinder or defraud
the other creditors. The assignment does not relieve
the debtor from the debt. The assignce must file his
inventory and appraisement within thirty days and
must file his accounts in the Court of Common Pleas,
under whose direction he is, and thereupon the court
appoints an anditor to distribute the fund, to whom all
claims must be presented or they will not receive part
of the estate. Imprisonment has been abolished in ull
civil actions founded on any contract, express or im-
plied, except in proceedings as for contempt, to enforce
remedies, actions for fines or penalties, or on promises to
marry, on moneys collected by public officer, or for any
misconduct or neglect in office or in any professional

employment. The insolvent laws in cases where
imprisonment is still allowed, allow a person to be dis-
charged {rom prison, but do not relieve him from the
debt.

ATTACHMENT. Property of resident debtors may be
attached, when debtor is about to remove his property
out of the jurisdiction of the court in which the attach-
ment is applied for, with intent to defraud his cred-
itors; when he has property which he fraudulently
conceals; when he has disposed of or is about to dis-
pose of his property. with intent to defraud his credit-
ors; when he has fraudulently contracted the debt or
incurred the obligation for which the claim is made.
In this attachment the creditor must make aflidavit to
prove the existence of the debt and omne or more
of the acts of fraud specified, and must give bonds
conditioned that, if he fails to prozecute his action
with effect and to recover a judgment against the
debtor, he shall pay to the debtor all legal costs
and damages which the debtor may sustain by reason
of said aftachment. Attachment can also be had
to seize and hold property of non-resident, and will be
dissolved on entering security. A defendant may be
arrested after suit brought, upon proof that he is about
to remove his property to defraud his creditors. or has
done =o, or that he fraudulently conceals his property,
or that he fraudulently contracted the debt; he may be
committed unless he pays the debt, or gives security to
do so within sixty days, or gives bonds to take the
benefit of the insolvent law. Attachment of defend-
ant’s property in the nature of an execution may issue
at any time after judgment.

Courrs. Courts and Jurisdiction. Courts of Com-
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mon Pleas in the several counties have original juris-
diction in all sums over $100. Orphans’ Courts have
full probate powers. dJustice’s jurisdiction, $300. In
Philadelphia there are Magistrates supplying the place
of Justices of the Peace, but having jurisdiction only
to the amount of $100.

ExEcuTIONS may be issued as soon as judgment is
obtained, or at any time within five years. The writ of
execution is made returnable to the first Monday of the
following term; but it is the duty of the Sheriff to
make his levy at once, and he may proceed to sell per-
sonal property upon six days notice, and distribute the
proceeds. Stay of execution upon suits in Court can be
taken, by giving security, or under claim of freehold,
on all sums of $200 and under, six months; be-
tween $200 and $500, nine months; over $500, twelve
months. In suits before Justices of the Peace on sums
between $5.33 and $20. three months; between $20 and
$60, six months: and over $60, twelve months. The
stay is computed from the first day of the term to
which the action was commenced. There is no re-
demption of property sold under execution. [See Act
June 11, 1879, P. Laws, p. 129.]

ExeEvpTIONS. No homestead law. Real or personal
property to the value of $300, in addition to wearing ap-
parel, Bibles, and school-books, and a sewing machine
are exempt, but the privilege is personal only and can
be waived at any time.

INTEREST. The legal rate is six per cent.; usurious
interest can not be collected, and if paid may be recov-
ered back, provided suit is brought therefor within six
months. Most of the savings banks are by special
statute authorized to loan money at higher rates of
interest, but by act of 1878 all banking companies
are prohibited from taking more than six per cent.
Commission merchants and agents may contract
with parties outside the State for seven per cent.
It is not usury for a borrower to contract to pay the taxes
upon the money lent, nor to pay a reasonable attorney’s
fee in case suit is brought for its collection. Interest is
due upon every debt from the time it becomes due and
payable. The rate is the same on all debts, whether se-
cured by judgment or not.

JUDGMENTS bind all the interest of defendant in real
estate within the county where the judgment was entered,
and under the Act of March 23, 1877, a verdict of a jury
for a specific sum (unless a new trial is granted) is alsoa
lien on real estate. Lien exists for five years, and
may be continued by revivalof thejudgment. Justice’s
judgments become liens by filing transcripts in the
Court of Common Pleas.

LimrraTioNs oF Surrs. Contracts, notes, and instru-
ments not under seal, trespass, detinue, replevin, six
years; action for trespass, to person, two years: for
slander, one year; judgments, mortgages and sealed in-
struments will be presumed to be paid after twenty
yesars, but this presumption may be rebutted. Revivor:
Acknowledgment, coupled with promise to pay; promise

RHODE

ACKENOWLEDGMENTS. No estate of inheritance or
freehold can be conveyed by deed unless the same be
signed, sealed and delivered by the grantor, and ac-
knowledged before a Senator, Judge, Justice of the
Peace, Notary Public, Mayor or Town Clerk, and re-
corded in the office of the Town Clerk where the land
lies. Instruments relating to lands within this State,
executed elsewhere in the United States, miay be ac-
knowledged before a Judge, Justice of the Peace, No-
tary Public, Mayor, or before any Commissioner ap-
pointed by the Governor, and duly qualified thereunto.
In foreign countries before a Minister, Consul, Vice-Con-
sul, or Commercial Agent of the United States, or any
properly qualified Commissioner within such country.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENCY. There is no general
insolvent law. Assignments for equal benefit of all
creditors are allowed; all preferences are void. Any res-
ident debtor whose property, real or personal, is attached
may dissolve the attachment by a general assignment
for the equal benefit of his creditors. One or more credit-
ors, representing, collectively, one-fifth in amount of
all claims against any debtor, may, within sixty days of
any attachment of his property, or any transfer by him
of property in the way of preference, secure the setting
aside of such assignment and transfer and the appoint-
ment of a Receiver to convert the debtor’s property and

may be implied, if acknowledgment is plain, express,
and nothing to negative such implication.

MARRIED WoMEN. All property of wife, except carn-
ings, acquired before or after marriage, held and enjoyed
as her separate estate,but may be charged for necessaries
contracted by her for herself and family. As a general
rule, a married woman can not make a valid contract, ex-
cept for necessaries, or sell orconvey her real estate with
out her husband joining in the deed. She may make a
will, subject to her husband’s right as tenant by the curt-
esy,and may transfer railroad stock,State or Philadelphia
city loans, and loans or stock of any corporation created
under the laws of Pennsylvania. She may also keep a
bank account, and draw money on her own check, with
out consent of her husband, but her earnings belong to
her husband, unless secured to her own use by order of
the Court of Common Pleas. Widow takes as dower
one-third of the income of all lands owned by her hus-
band during marriage, and one-third of personal prop-
erty abeolutely, and may take statutory dower in con-
travention of any willleft by her husband. Wife need
not join in mortgage of husband’s lands, as dower is
barred by sheriff’s sale of his lands for his debts.

MorreAGES are executed and acknowledged same as
deeds, and lien inheres from time of recording except
where given for purchase money, when the mortgage
is a lien from its date, if recorded within sixty days.
Chattel mortgages may be given on mining property,
lumber, petroleum, iron and other articles specified;
must be for not less than 500, and must be filed of
record. The lien thus created continues one year, and
must be revived within thirty days of the expiration of
that period, or it becomes void.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE. The Act of March
30, 1875, allows days of grace on all bills of exchange,
drafts, promissory notes, and other negotiable instru-
ments, excepting sight bills and drafts, and checks on
banks or bankers, whether payable on presentation or
upon some day or time subsequent to the date of issue.
Five to ten per cent. damages are allowed on domestic
bills*dand ten to twenty per cent. on foreign bills pro-
tested.

Suirs may be commenced at any time. All writs of
summons are returnable on certain days set by rule of
court (and which are in most counties monthly) and
in default of an appearance and aftidavit of defense
judgment may be entered against defendant generally
in ten or fifteen days after service. A summons from a
Justice of the Peace is returnable on a day named
therein, which must not be less than five nor more than
eight days after the date of the writ, and must be
served on the debtor at least four days before the date
fixed for the hearing of the case.

Taxes. Improved lands may be sold for taxes two
vears delinquent, and ‘‘ Unseated’® lands may be sold
for taxes delinquent one year, and are redeemable
within two years by payment of taxes and costs and
twenty-five per cent. thereon.

ISLAND.

assets into money, and distribute equally among all
creditors. Such proceedings do not entitle the debtor
to a discharge, which is only obtained by actual re-
lease from each creditor.

ATTACHMENT process will issue on creditor making
affidavit as to his claim, and that debtor is a corpora-
tion establiched out of the Stiate, or has left the State
and is not expected to return in season to be served
with process returnable to the next term of such court,
or has committed fraud in contracting the debt on
which suit is brought, or in the concealment or dispo-
sition of his property, or since contracting the debt on
which suitis brought, has been the owner of property
or in the receipt of an income which he has refused or
neglected to apply toward the payment of said debft,
though requested by the creditor so to do. Personal
property of the debtor, (unless secured by bill of ex-
change or negotiable promissory note), in the hands of
any person, partnership, or corporation, is subject to
garnishment.

CouRts. Zerms and Jurisdiction. Court of Com-
mon Pleas has jurisdiction where the claim amounts to
$100 and upwards. Supreme Court has concurrent ju-
risdiction with the Court of Common Pleas where the
amount claimed is $100 and upwards, excepting in the
county of Providence, where said Court has jurisdic-
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tion concurrent with the Court of Common Pleas,
where the amount claimed is 300 and upwards. Jus-
tice’s jurisdiction, $100. The Town Councils are Courts
of Probate within their respective towns, and the Mu-
nicipal Court of Providence is the Court of Probate
of that city. Any town may, however, elect a Probate
Judge at its annual election.

ExEecuTIONS are returnable at the next term of court
after they issue, and can only be stayed by order of the

court. There is no redemption of property sold under
execution. In default of goods and chattels on which

to levy, execution may issue against the body of the
debtor in cases where fraud is alleged.

ExemprioNs. No homestead law. Necessary wear-
ing apparel of debtor and his family; working tools,
not exceeding $200; and household furniture and family
stores, 8300, are exempt from attachment and execu-
tion, where the debtor is a householder.

INTEREST. The legal rate of interest is six per cent.
but any rate of interest agreed upon between the par-
ties may be taken. Rates on judgments, notes, or
open accounts, etc,, is six per cent.. unless a different
rate be stipulated by the parties. Interest begins to
run on accounts from the expiration of stipulated term
of credit. or at a time fixed by usage of trade.

JUDGMENTS are not a lien on real estate.

LIMITATIONS OF SuITs. Accounts, six years; simple
promissory notes, six years; sealed instruments and
judgments, twenty years. An oral promise and partial
payment revive the debt.

MARRIED WoMEN. The property of a married woman
is secured to her separate use, and is not liable for

debts of her husband. She can not transact business as
a trader. The rights of dower and curtesy are fully pre-
served.

MoRTGAGES must be executed in the same manner as
deeds, and recorded [see ante¢]. No chattel mortgage is
good against purchaser or attaching creditor unless
recorded, or the mortgagee has possession, or can prove
actual notice.

NoOTES AND BrLLs oF ExcHANGE. All bills of exchange
drawn at sight, due and payable within this State, and
in which there is not a provision to the contrary, shall
be allowed three days grace. Any person upon
whom a bill of exchange or draft is drawn which
requires acceptance, shall have until 2 o’clock in the
afternoon of the business day next succeeding the first
presentation thereof in which to decide whether or not
he will accept the same; provided, however, that all
bills of exchange or drafts which may be for cause held
over one day, shall, when accepted, date from day of
presentation. Legal holidays are July 4, Christmas,
Feb. 22, (if coming on Sunday, the day following), May
30 (it Sunday, the day preceding), and any day of Fast
or Thanksgiving appointed by authority.

Surrs. All actions and suits at law and in equity re-
lating to realty, must be brought in the county where
the land lies; all other actions and suits, where plaintiff
or defendant resides, or where defendant may be found.

TAXEs are a lien on real estate, and lands may be
sold for taxes delinquent after due notice given.
Owner, or his heirs or assigns, may redeem within one
year by paying purchase money with twenty per cent.
In addition.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

AcENowLEDGMENTS. All deeds for the conveyance of
real estate must be signed and sealed by the grantor in
the presence of two witnesses and recorded within the
county in which the land lies. Before any deed or
other instrument in writing can be recorded in the proper
office within the State, the execution thereof shall first
be proved by the affidavit, in writing, of a subscribing
witness to such instrument, taken before some officer
within the State competent to administer an oath, or
before a Commissioner or Commissioners appointed by
dedimus, issued from the Court of Common Pleas of
the county in which the instrument is to be recorded ;
or, if taken without the limits of the State, and within
the United States, before a Commissioner of Deeds of
the State, or before a Clerk of a Court of Record, who
shall certify the same under his official seal, or before
a Notary Public, who shall affix thereto his official seal,
and accompany the same with a certificate as to his
official character from a Clerk of a Court of Record of
the county in which the affidavit is taken; or, if taken
without the United States, before a Consul or Vice-Con-
sul of the United Statesof America.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. An embarrassed
debtor may assign his property for the benefit of
creditors, who have the right to appoint an agent or
agents equal to the number of assignees. Where none
are appointed, asgignee can act alone and must report
to creditors every three months. The compensation of
assignee and agent is five per cent. for receiving, and
two and a half per cent. for paying out money. The
assignment of all his property by a debtor under arrest
effects his discharge from such arrest. Only the claims
of creditors participating in dividends are affected by
these assienments. The debtor, however, can make
no preferences or priorities other than as to debts due
the public, and all transactions within ninety (90) days
before assignment, with a view to give fraudulent prefer-
ence to any creditor or creditors, are null and void.

ATTACHMENTS will issue in an action arising on con-
tract for the recovery of money only, or in an action for
the wrongfal conversion of personal property, against
a corporation created by or under the laws of any other
State, government or country, or against a debtor who
has absconded or concealed himself, or whenever any
person or corporation is about to remove any of his or
1ts property from the State, or has assigned, disposed
of, or secreted, or is about to assign, dispose of, or
secrete any of his or its property, with intent to defraud
creditors; the creditor, at the time of issuing the sum-
mons, or at any time thereafter, may have the property
of such debtor or corporation attached as a security for
the satisfaction of such judgment as the creditor may

recover.
scribed by the Code.
aid of attachment.

Courts. 7Terms and Jurisdiction. Courts of Com-
mon Pleas are held three times a year in each county,
and have jurisdiction in ail civil cases not cognizable
by the Trial Justices. There is a Probate Court in each
county, holding monthly sessions and possessing the
usual powers. Justice’s jurisdiction, $100. Actions to
be tried in the county where land lies, or in which the
defendant resides.

ExEcuTioNs may issue five days after the adjourn-
ment of each Court, and are returnable within sixty
days. Stay is only granted on appeal given. Execu-
tions may issue at any time within three years from
date of judgment. The Clerk shall not,without special
leave of the court, enter any judgment until the expira-
tion of five days after the court has adjourned for the
term.

ExeEmprioNs. Homestead, $1,000. The homestead
right can not be waived or alienated. Personal prop-
erty exempt includes household furniture, carts,
wagons, farming implements, and domestic animals up
to $500, and in addition thereto all necessary wearing
apparel.

INTEREST. No greater rate of interest than seven (%)
per cent. per annum can be charged upon any contract
arising in the State, except upon written contracts,
wherein, by express agreement, a rate of interest not
exceeding ten (10) per cent. may be charged. Any per-
son or corporation receiving a greater rate of interest
than ten (10) per cent. shall not only forfeit the interest,
but also double the sum received, to be collected by a
separate action or allowed as a counter-claim to any
action brought to recover the principal.

JUDGMENTS are a lien on lands within the county for
ten years from the time ot entry, which lien may be ex-
tended to other counties by filing transcript.

LIMITATIONS OF SUITS upon contracts not under seal,
sealed notes or personal bonds, six years; judgments
or decrees of any court, and upon sealed instruments
(except as above), twenty years; to recover real prop-
f:rry, ten years. Revivor: No statute; as at common
aw,

MarrIED WoMEN. The real and personal property of
a married woman, whether held by her at the time of
her marriage or acquired thereafter, either by gift,
grant, inheritance, devise, purchase or otherwise, is
not subject to levy and sale for her husband’s debts:
and a married woman can bequeath, devige or convey
her separate property in the same manner and to the
same extent as if she were unmarried. A married

Proceedings in case of attachment are pre-
Garnishee process can be had in
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woman can also purchase any species of property in
her own name and take conveyance therefor, and con-
tract and be contracted with, in the same manner as if
she were unmarried.

MoORTGAGES. All mortgages, whether of real estate
or chattels, must be recorded within forty days. Mort-
gages of realty are foreclosed by ordinary suit of com-
plaint and summons, and chattel mortgages are enforced
by mortgagee taking possession of the goods and sell-
ing them. There is no redemption of property sold
under mortgage.

NOTES AND BILLS oF ExcHANGE. If drawn payable
at sight are entitled to days of grace. No protest is
needed on an inland bill for le<s than $100. On all bills
of exchange drawn on persons resident within the United
States, and without this State, and returned protested,
the damages on such protested bill shall be ten per
cent. on the sum drawn for. On all bills drawn on per-
sons resident in any other part of North America or in
the West India Islands, and protested, the damages
shall be twelve and one-half per cent. On all bills drawn
on persons in any other part of the world, and pro-
tested, the damages shall be fifteen per cent.

Suirs. All distinctions between actions at law and
suits in equity have been abolished, and the Code of
Procedure is almost identical with that of New York,
Actions relating to real property or for the recovery of
specific personal property are brought within the county
where the land or property is situated. In all other

cases in the county of the defendant’s residence, and
if he resides out of the State then in any county.

TaxEs for Stale purposes are a lien from July 1 of each
year, and if not paid by 20th October of following year,
the lands become delinquent, and are offered for lease ;
if they are not leased before first Monday of February
ensuing, they are offered for sale with penalties added.
All lands sold at such sales are redeemable at any time
within two years after the sale ; and lands of persons
under disability are redeemable at any time within two
years after the disability is removed. If redeemed
within one year there must be paid the price for which
the land was sold, all legal expenses and all taxes paid
by the purchaser of this land, twenty-five per cent.
penalty thereon, the value of all growing crops, two
dollars for advertising, and fifty cents to the Auditor,
If redeemed within two years the same payment,
but with a fifty per -cent. penalty. If not re-
deemed. the title of the purchaser is absolute.
All lands not sold are forfeited to the State.
The tax is in all cases a first lien as against the estates
of all deceased persons; of bankrupts and insolvents:
of all persons making assignments for the benefit of
creditors; as against all trust estates; as against all
personalty had on chattel mortgage or pledge; as
against all personal property held in fraud of creditors,
and as against all stocks in trade, etc., of merchants
and manufacturers. But not as against lands, mort-
gaged or conveyed, longer than the last year.

TENNESSEE.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS within the State must be taken
before a Judge, or Chairman or Clerk of a County Court,
or his deputy, or a Notary Public. In other States before
any court of record, or before the Clerk of any such
court, Notary Public or Commissioner of the State of
Tennessee. The acknowledgment of a Notary Public
or a Commissioner under his seal of office is sufficient,
without further proof of his official character. The cer-
tificate must be in the form prescribed by statute. In
case the deed is acknowledged by both husband and wife,
the privy acknowledgment of the wife is taken in addi-
tion to the above. If made out of the United States,
must be under seal before a Commissioner of Tennes-
see appointed for such country, a Notary Public, or an
Ambassador, Minister or Consul of the United States.

ADMINISTRATION. Letters of administration are
granted: 1. To the husband or widow: 2. To the next
of kin; 3. To the largest creditor; 4. To the public
administrator, if no one applies in six months. All
property, real or personal, are assets for payment
of debts. Preferred debts are, funeral expenses, ex-
penses of administration, and debts due the State, and
none others are allowed.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. No insolvent law.
No preferences allowed. Insertion of such clause does
not render assignment invalid, but ¢Zat clause is nuga-
tory, and all the creditors shall share ratably. An
assignment nullifies all mortgages, etc., of a portion of
debtor’s property made within three months, and in
contemplation of making a general assignment, except
those to secure the payment for property bought or
money loaned, or for necessary advancements to enable
owners of crops to make and save them; provided the
instrument is executed at time of buying the property
or borrowing the money on making the contract for
said advancements to be made, and fixes the amount.
Same in respect of judgments by confession or collu-
sion. Assignee or trustee entitled to all assignor’s
pruperty not exempt by law, whether same be included
in assignment or not. Assignee must give secured
bond when value of property exceeds $500. Such as-
signment does not operate as a discharge from liabili-
ties.

ATTACHMENT process will issue where the debtor
resides out of the State; is about to remove or has
removed himself or property from the State; has re-
moved or is removing himself from the county pri-
vately; is concealing himself, so that the ordinary
process of law can not be served upon him; absconds
or is absconding or concealing himself or property;
has frandulently disposed of or is about fraudulently
to dispose of his property; or when any person, liable
for any debt, residing out of the State dies, leaving
property in the State. Attachment will also issue on
demands not due, in all the above cases except the
first: also in above cases at suit of surety or accom-

modation indorser on paper due and not due. When
debtor and creditor are non-residents of this State and
are residents of the same State, the creditor shall not
attach unless the property has been fraudulently re-
moved to evade process in their State. Debts due and
not due owing to the defendant, and property of the de-
fendant of any kind in the hands of a third person, are
subject to garnishment. There is no imprisonment for
debt on civil process.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts
hold three terms annually, and have general common
law jurisdiction in all cases involving over $50. Chan-
cery Courts, holding two terms annually, have full
equity jurisdiction above $50, and, by a recent Act,
(March 26, 1877) have concurrent jurisdiction with the
Circuit Courts of all civil causes, except actions for
injuries to person, property. or character. involving
unliquidated damages. Justices of the Peace have
jurisdiction in equity up to $50; on all unsettled accounts,
obligations, contracts, etc., to and for recovery of
property, and for damages, except for libel and slander,
up to_$500; upon all notes and upon indorsement of
negotiable paper where demand and notice are ex-
pressly waived in the instrument, up to $1.,000.

DeEps. TUntil registered, deeds are not good, except
between parties and privies. Lands held by unregis-
tered deeds are subject to debts of both vendor and
vendee. Wife must join in deed to convey homestead.

ExEcuTIONS may issue forthwith, and from Circuit
Courts are returnable to the succeeding term; from
Justice’s Courts in thirty days. Stay of eight months
may be had in judgments of a Justice by furnishing
security. Debtor has two years in which to redeem
realty sold under execution.

ExeEmMPrioNs. Homestead, $1,000. Personal property
consisting of 'household goods, supplies, tools and
stock, etc., amounting in all to about $1,200.

INTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent. Contract for
more is void as to excess, and an instrument showing
usury on its face can not be sued on.

JUDGMENTS. From court of record are a lien from
date of rendition for one year on all lands, then owned
by defendant, and on after-acquired lands for one year
after acquirement.

LimrraTioNs or Surrs. Upon bonds, notes, accounts
and contracts generally, six years; judgments or de-
crees of courts of record and other cases not expressly
provided for, ten years. Revivor: Acknowledgment,
expressed willingness to pay or promise; part payment
not in itgelf sufficient. All demands against adminis-
trators and executors must be presented or sued on in
two years and six months, if a resident, and three years
and six months if a non-resident. 3

MArrRIED WOMEN can hold real and personal property
exempt from the husband, and not liable for his debts.
Widow takes dower in one third of the lands of which
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her husband died seized, and where the hushand dies
intestate and without heirs, she takes his entire real
estate absolutely: subject, however, to the payment of
his debts. She takes one-third of the personalty, but if
there are more than two children, then a child’s part
only. Rents and profits of wife’s lands not subject to
husband’s debts, nor can husband’s life interest in
wife’s land be sold during her life. The husband is
not liable for the ante-nuptial debts of his wife, but his
marital richts do not so attach to her property as to
defeat the collection of same. Married women can not
make power of attorney to sell land.

MecHANICS® LIEN. For work or material furnished
in building, or repairs, or for fixtures or machinery fur-
nished, or improvements made on contract with
owner or his agent, for one year from completion of
work.

MorTcAGEs and deeds of trust take effect as to third
parties only from registration. Can be foreclosed with-
out intervention of court when power of sale is con-
ferred in the instrument. Chattel mortgages are good as
to the contracting parties withoutregistration, butnot as
acainst purchasers without actual notice, and creditors.
It is a felony for maker of registered mortgage of per-

sonal property to dispose of same with purpose of de-
priving beneficiary of same.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE. Days of grace are
not allowed on bills of exchange payable at sight.
Negotiable paper falling due on January 1. July 4, De-
cember 25, or any duly appointed day of Fasting or
Thanksgiving, is due on the previous day, unless such
previous day is Sunday, in which case it is due on the
Saturday preceding.

Surrs. Actions in courts of record are commenced
by summons issued by the Clerk of the court, and non-
residents may be served by publication.

TAXESs are a lien on the real estate on which they are
levied, and as between vendor and vendee they are a
lien from January 10th of the year for which they are
assessed. Payable first Monday in October of the vear
they are assessed. Sales of land for delinquent taxes
are made on the first Monday in July of the following
year, and two years are allowed for redemption, on
payment of taxes, costs and interest thereon at six per
cent. per annum from the day of sale. State tax is 40
cents on the $100. Counties may levy same amount
for general purposes. Merchants pay 80 cents on each
8100 of capital invested.

TEXAS,

AccouNTs, How Sworn to. Open accounts should
have attached the affidavit of the plaintift, his agent or
attorney, to the effect that such account is, within
the knowledge of affiant, just and true, that it is due,
and that all just and lawful offsets, payments and
credits have been allowed. If made by agent or atter-
ney, the body of the affidavit should allege the fact.

ACEKNOWLEDGMENTS of Instruments for Record
may be made without the State, but within the United
States, or Territories, before Clerk of some court of
record having a seal., Commissioner of Deeds for Texas,
Notary Public; without the United States, before a
Minister, Commissioner, or Charge d’Affaires, Consul
General, Consul, Vice Consul, Comn#ercial Agent, Vice
Commercial Agent, Deputy Consul, or Consular Agent
of the United States, Notary Public.

AFrFipAvITS, without this State, and within the
United States, may be taken before any Clerk of a
Court of Record, having a seal, a notary public, or
commissioner of deeds for Texas.

ALIENS may acquire property rights under either of
two provisions of law. (1.) They shall enjoy such
rights as are or shall be accorded to citizens of the
United States by the laws of the nation to which such
aliens belong, or by the treaties of such nation with the
United States. (2.) Aliens who become residents of
this State, and shall have declared their intention to
become citizens of the United States, have all the prop-
erty rights in this State of citizens of United States.

APPEALS to the Supreme and Appellate Courts for
delay, will be aftirmed, with ten per cent. on the
amount in dispute, as damages, together with inter-
est and costs.

ATTACHMENTS issue, on bond in double amount of
debt being given, and affidavit of plaintiff: that de-
fendant is justly indebted to plaintift, and the amount
of the demand; thatattachmentis not sued out for pur-
pose of injuring or harassing defendant; that plain-
tiff will probably lose his debt unless such attach-
ment is issued; and stating, further, either of follow-
ing grounds, that the defendant (1.) Is not a resi-
dent of the State, or is a foreign corporation, or is
acting as such. (2.) Is about to remove permanent-
ly out of the State, and has refused to pay or secure
the debt due the plaintiff. (3.) Secretes himself g0
that the ordinary process of law can not be served
on him. [4.) Has secreted his property for the pur-
pose of defranding his creditors. (5.) Is about to se-
crete his property for the purpose of defrauding his
creditors. (6.) Is about to remove his property out
of the State, without leaving sufficient remaining for
the payment of his debts. (7.) Is about to remove
his property, or a part thereof, out of the county where
the suit is brought, with intent to defraud his credit-
ors. (8.) Has disposed of his property, in whole or
In part, with intent to defraud his creditors. (9.) Is
about tc dispose of his property with intent to defraud
nis creditors. (10.) Is about to convert his property,
or a part thereof, into money, for the purpose of placing
it beyond the reach of his creditors. (11.) That the

debt is due for property obtained under false pre-
tenses.

CHATTEL MORTGAGES, to be valid as to creditors,
and as to purchasers without notice, must be accom-
panied by immediate delivery, followed by actual and
continued change of possession of property, unless
the same, or a true copy thereof, is filed in the County
Clerk’s office of county where property situated, or in
county of residence of mortgagor. Mortgages held 1o
be mere security for the debt, and must be enforced
by sale of property; sale of property, upon death of
mortgagor, must be enforced through Probate Court.

CoMMmERcIAL TRAVELER, 7ax Upon. Every com-
mercial traveler must pay an annual tax of 8§35 to
the State Comptroller; no county, city or town can
levy any such tax: and persons soliciting for religious,
library or historical books or maps, or for nurseries,
are exempt from the State tax.

CORPORATIONS, in suits by, not required to prove
corporate existence, unless defendant deny same by
sworn plea. Private corporations for all purposes of
business except banking, may be created under the
provisions of the general law.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Federal Court,
two terms each year. at Dallas, Waco, Graham, Gal-
veston, Tyler. Jefferson, Brownsville, San Antonio,
and Austin; jurisdiction, where matter in dispute
exceeds sum or value of $500. District Court, two
terms each year, generally: in Dallas county four, and
in Galveston and Bexar, five terms; jurisdiction ex-
clusive as to land titles, and where value or sum over
$1.000, exclusive of interest; and concurrent with
County Court from $500 to $1,000. County Court, six
terms each year; jurisdiction exclusive from $200 to
$500, except in a number of less populous counties,
where its jurisdiction in commercial claims has been
abolished. Justice’s Court, term each month; jurisdic-
tion to $200.

ExEcuTioxs, from District and County Courts, issue
after adjournment, and may, on applieation of success-
ful party, issne twenty days after judgment, if no
supersedeas bond has been filed and approved: from
Justice’s Court, eleven days after judgment: in latter,
may be stayed ninety days; in all, upon plaintiff, his
agent or attorney, making affidavit to certain facts,
shall issue forthwith. No redemption of land sold
under execution.

ExeyMpTioNs. By the Constitution of 1875, (became
the organic law third Tuesday of April, 1876), the home-
stead of a family not in a town or city consists of
two hundred (200) acres of land, which may be in one
or more parcels, with improvementsthereon. In acity,
town or village it consists of a lot or lots not to exceed
$5,000 in value at the time of their designation as the
homestead, exclusive of improvements, provided the
same be used as a home, or as a place to exercise the
calling or business of a head of a family. The home-

stead is protected from forced sale except for taxes, or
for the purchase money, or for improvements thereon,and
in this last case, only when the work and materials are
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centracted tor in wiiticg, with the consent of the wife,
given in same manner as required in making a gale of

omestead. In case of death of the husband, the widow
and children have one year’s support from the estate,
and if the property exempt by law does not exist in
kind, a sufficiency of the estate may be sold for cash,
to raise allowance tor homestead, not to exceed $5,000.
and for other exempt property not to exceed $500. All
household and kitchen turniture, all implements of hus-
bandry, all tools and apparatus belonging to any trade
or profession, all books, five milch-cows and calves, two
yoke of work oxen, two horses and one wagon, one
carriage or buggy, twenty hogs, twenty sheep, all pro-
visions and forage on hand for home consumption, and
sundry other articles, are also exempt.

INTEREST: legal, eight per cent; conventional up to
twelve per cent. Open accounts, no rate agreed upon,
legal interest from January 1st thereafter. J udgments
bear rate stipulated in contract sued upon. Usury tor-
feits all interest: not indictable.

INSOLVENT AND AssieNMENT LAws. A general as-
signment, by insolvent debtor, must be recorded: have
annexed an inventory, under oath, of all creditors:
their residence; sum, and consideration due each; how
evidenced; place created; collateral securities held by
creditors; with statement of debtor’s entire estate, giv-
ing values. Insolvent debtors may make assignments
for benefit of such creditors only as will accept their
pro rata in discharge of all liability. Any creditor
having reason to believe such debtor has concealed his
property, may have him summoned before District or
County Judge, and examined under oath, etc. Any at-
tempted preference of one or more creditors shall be
deemed fraudulent and without effect. Concealment
by debtor of his property from assignee, or transfer of
property previous to and in contemplation of assign-
ment, with intent to defraud creditors, is made a felony.

JUDGMENT LIEN. In Federal, District and County
Court, judgment is a lien on debtor’s real estate in
any county where an abstract of judgment shall be
filed and recorded in a book kept for that purpose, in
the ottice of County Court Clerk. Lien takes effect
from date reccrd and index of abstract, and continues
for ten years, unless plaintiff fails to have execution
issued within twelve months after judgment.

Liyvitarion To Surrs. Written contracts, four years;

| accounts, other than open accounts between merchant

and merchant, their factors and agents, two
Mortgage lien barred with the debt, but new
which revives debt, and which must be in
revives mortgage.

MAarrIED WOMEN can not bind themselves, nor their
separate estate, by making, drawing, accepting, or
indorsing negotiable instruments. Her separate estate
is notliable for husband’s debts; nor for her own con-
tracts, except for expenses incurred for its benefit, or
for necessaries for herself and children. Property
owned by wife before marriage, or acquired afterwards
by gift, devise, or descent. remains her separate prop-
erty. That acquired after marriage, except as above,
or by sale or exchange of separate property, is commu-
nity property.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE. The liability of
any drawer or indorser may be fixed, by instituting
suit against the acceptor or maker, before first term of
District or County Court, to which suit can be brought,
or before ‘second term, showing good cause why not
brought at first term; within jurisdiction of Justice,
suit must be brought within sixty days. Protest: Such

years.
promise
writing,

“liability may also be fixed by protest, according to the

custom of merchants. The holder of a protested draft
or bill, drawn by a merchant in this State, upon his
agent or factor without the State, may recover ten per
cent. damages thereon, besides interest and costs. Days
of grace—(three) allowed on all negotiable instruments.

PRIVATE SEALS. Abolished February 2, 1858.

Suirs, Where brought. A defendant may be sued in
the county in which the contract sued on by its terms
is to be performed, or in county of his residence, at
option of plaintiff. Thus a note, payable at Dallas,
may be sued on in Dallas county, though defendant
reside in another county. This enables parties to con-
centrate their collections.

TAXEs. Non-residents may pay State and County
taxes to the Comptroller of the State, at Austin, on
or before January 1st, next after assessment. Taxes
are a lien upon land until paid. Taxes become delin-
quent, and forced collections of same begin on and
after 1st day of March next succeeding the year for
which they are assessed. Owner has two years within
which to redeem land sold for taxes, by paying to pur-
chaser double the amount paid for the land.

UTAH.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be made, within the Terri-
tory, before a Judge or Clerk of a Court having a seal,
a Notary Public, County Recorder, or before a Justice of
the Peace of the county where the instrument is exe-
cuted and to be recorded. Elsewhere in the United
States, before a Judge or Clerk of any Court having a
seal, a Notary Public, or a Commissioner of Deeds for
Utah. Out of the United States, before a Judge or
Clerk of Court as aforesaid, a Notary Public, or any
Minister, Commissioner or Consul of the United States,
appointed to reside in the country where the acknowl-
edgment is taken.

ARREST. Defendant in a civil action may be arrested
on an order from the Judge of the Courtin which the
action is brought, in the following cases:

First. In an action for the recovery of money or
damages on a contract express or implied, when the
defendant is about to depart from the Territory with
intent to defraud his creditors, or when the action is for
libel or slander.

Second. In an action for a fine or penalty, or for
money or property embezzled or converted to his own
use by a public ofticer in the course of his employment
as such, or by any other person in a fiduciary capacity.

Third. In an action to recover the possession of
personal property unjustly detained when the property
or part thereof has been concealed, removed or dis-
posed of so that it can not be found.

Fourth. When the defendant has been guilty of a
fraud in contracting the debt for which the action is
brought, or in concealing or disposing of the property
for the taking, detention or conversion of which the
action is brought.

Fifth. When the defendant has removed or disposed
of his property, or is about to do so, with the intent to
defraud his creditors.

Plaintiff must furnish undertaking with sufficient
Sm]'etiles in at least $500. Defendant may be admitted
to bail.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENcY. No statutes on the
subject; governed by the common law.

ATTACHMENT may issue in an action upon a contract
which is not secured by mortgage, lien, or pledge, upon
real or personal property sitnated in this Territory,
or if so secured, after the security has been rendered
nugatory by the act of the defendant, against a non-
resident defendant or against a defendant who has
departed or is about to depart from the Territory or
county wherein the action is brought, or who stands in
defiance of an officer or conceals himself so that pro-
cess can not be served on him, or who is disposine of
his property with intent to defraud his creditors. Pro-
cess issued by Clerk on receipt of aflidavit made by or
on behalf of plaintiff, and on the filing of an undertaking
on the part of the plaintiff with sufficient sureties in a
sum not less than two hundred dollars.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Supreme Court
of the Territory having general appellate jurisdiction.
District Courts having general common laws and chan-
cery jurisdiction in all cases, said jurisdiction being
exclusive in all equity cases except divorce, and in all
law cases involving over $300, or in which the title to
real estate is at issue. The District Courts hold four
terms each year in Beaver City, two in Provo City, four
in Salt Lake City, and two in Ogden. Each county
has a Probate Court with the usual probate jurisdic-
tion and original jurisdiction in actions for a divorce.
Justices’ jurisdiction, $300.

EXEcUTIONS may issue at any time within five years
after judgment. Property sold under execution may be
redeemed within six months after sale on payment of
the amount paid therefor, with six per cent. thereon
and all charges, etc.

ExemprioNs. Homestead, not exceeding $1,000, to
head of family, and $250 additional for each member of
the family. Also necessary household furniture, tools
of trade, farming implements, certain domestic ani-
mals and provisions for sixty days, one sewing machine
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and the instruments and libraries of professional men.
INTEREST. Legal rate is ten per cent. Parties may

agree on any rate. No usury laws. !
JuDGMENT rendered in District Court becomes a lien

‘on all the real property of debtor within the county |

from time of docketing, and so continues for two years
therefrom. Lien may be extended to other counties
by filing transcript of judgment with County Recorder |
of such counties. ‘
LivrraTioNs oF Surrs. Open accounts and contracts |
not in writing, two years; contracts or obligations found- |
ed on writing, four years; judgments, five years; re-
covery of lands, seven years. Revivor: Acknowledg- |
ment or promise in writing. a
MARRIED WOMEN retain all their property, both that )
owned at the time of marriage and that acquired there-
after, as their separate estate, free from- any right or l
control of the husband, and not subject to his debts.

separate property and control the same as if they were |
Dower is abolished.

MorTcAGES of real estate must be acknowledged as
deeds, and must be foreclosed by proceedings in equity.
Every mortcage of personal property is void as against
creditors or subsequent purchasers unless accompanied
by an actual and continued change of possession to the
mortgagee.

NoTEes AND BriLs oFr EXCHANGE are governed by the
statutes of the Territory.

Notice of dishonor may be given by the holder or
any party to the instrument who may be called on to |
pay it, and must be in writing. Days of grace are not '

allowed. The 1st of January, 22d of February, 30th of
May, 4th of July, 24th of July, 25th of December and
Thanksgiving and Fast days, are legal holidays.

The apparent maturity of a nmegotiable instrument
payable at a particular time, is the day on which by its
terms it becomes due, or when that is a holiday the
next preceding business day, except when such preced-
ing day is also a holiday, in which event it becomes
due on the next succeeding business day.

The apparent maturity of a bill payable at sight or
on demand is, first, if it bears interest one year after its
date; or second, if it does not bear interest ten days
after date in addition to time necessary to forward it
for acceptance.

The apparent maturity of a promissory note payable
at sight or on demand is, first, if it bears interest one
year after its date; or second, if it does not bear inter-
est six months after date. When a note is payable :
certain time after sight or demand, such time is to be
added to the periods above mentioned.

Damages instead of interest to time of dishonor are
allowed on dishonored bills drawn or negotiated within
this Territory as follows: One per cent. on principal
sum if drawn on person within this Territory; if drawn
on any person without this Territory but within the
United States, two and one-half per cent. on said princi-
pal sum; if drawn on any person in any place without
the United States, five per cent. on said principal sum.

Surrs. There is but one form of civil action, and all
suits must be prosecuted in the name of the real party
at interest. Service on non-residents may be had by
publication.

VERMONT.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS. All deeds must be signed and
sealed in the presence of two witnesses. They may be
acknowledged in this State before a Justice of the
Peace, Notary Public or Master in Chancery. Outside
the State, before a Justice, Notary Public or Commis-
sioner for Vermont, or any other officer authorized by
the laws of such other State to take acknowledgments
of deeds.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. There is an insolvent
law (passed in 1876), but its provisions are of no effect
as regards non-resident creditors. The Probate Courts
have jurisdiction in insolvency. All assignments must
be for the benefit of ail creditors. Non-resident cred-
itors can prove their claims and take their dividends, but
the discharge would be of no effect outside of Vermont.

ATTACHMENTS may issue on mesne process, and trus-
tee process will reach goods, effects or credits of de-

ment, exclusive of - costs, against defendant and the
amount in the hands of trustee each exceed $10. De-

leave the State with intent to defraud.
Courrs. 7Terms and Jurisdiction. Justice’s Courts
actions for slanderous words, false imprisonment, re-

exceeds $20, and where the title to land is concerned—
where the matter in demand does not exceed $200; and
of actions of trespass on the freehold where the sum in
demand does not exceed $20. County Courts have
jurisdiction of all debts exceeding $200, and of the ex-
ceptions above named.

ExEcuTioNs are issued from County Courts at the
close of term, and from Justice’s Courts immediately

days. Can only be stayed by order of court. Six
months allowed for redemption of real estate levied
upon. The land is set off at a certain value, and becomes
plaintiff’s if not redeemed in six months.

ExewmprioNs. Homestead, $500; necessary wearing
apparel, household furniture and tools, one cow, one
swine or meat of one swiue, ten sheep, either one yoke
of oxen or two horses (horses not to exceed in value
the sum of $200), as the debtor may select, with forage
for one winter, one sleigh, two sets of harness, two
small articles. Ten cords
of firewood or five tons of coal, iwenty bushels of
potatoes, the arms used by a soldier in the service of
the United States, growing crops, ten bushels of grain,

uce in honey ; live poultry, not exceeding in value the

sum of ten dollars; one two-horse wagon or ox cart, as
the debtor may select, with whiffletrees and neck-yoke,

Also a sewing machine, and

two chains, one plow. !
of professional men to the

instruments and libraries
value of $200.

INTEREST. The legal rate is six per cent. per annum.
Judgments bear legal rate. Only the excess paid is
forfeited, and that may be recovered back or set up in
reduction of claim, if such aetion is brought or defense
made within six years after payment of the usury.

JUDGMENTS do not of themselves create a lien on
property not attached upon mesne process.

LIMITATIONS OF SUITS. Simple promissory notes are
barred in six years, but notes signed in presence of
an attesting witness are not barred until fourteen years
next after the right of action shall accrue thereon. Ac-
counts are barred after gix years from the last credit;
sealed instruments and judgments, after eight years. A
verbal promise to pay will not revive a debt, but must
be in writing. A partial payment will revive the debt;
but, in case of a note, the payment can not be shown
by the indorsement of the payment alone unless in the
handwriting of the party making the payment.

MArRRIED WoMEN hold their own property separate
from that of their husbands, and are not liable for their
debts, and a married woman doing business herself and
in her own name, may sue and be sued in her own
name. The husband must join in the conveyance of
his wife’s real estate. A married woman may make a
will and thereby devise her real and personal property.
Widow takes dower in one-third of all real estate of
which her husband died seized.

MortcAges are foreclosed by process of law, and the
premises may be redeemed within one year of the date
of decree of foreclosure. Chattel mortgages are not
valid as against bona fide purchasers or subsequent
attaching creditors without change of possession of the
property, except in the case of machinery in use. In
the latter case the instrument must be executed, ac-
knowledged and recorded in the same manner as mort-
gages of real estate, and must be foreclosed, assigned
and discharged in the same way. By an act passed in
1878, mortgages of personal property, properly recorded
in the Town Clerk’s office of the town where the mort-
gagor resides, are valid, and hold the property without
change of possesgion; a provision for sale of the
property after condition has been broken thirty days is
made, and sales are by public auction.

NoTEs AND BirLs oF EXCHANGE are entitled to three
days grace, unless payable on demand or at sight, or in
any way but in money. Notes payable on demand are
considered overdue after sixty days from date. When-
ever any bill or note, or other contract not subject to
grace, shall fall due on Sunday, the 1st day of January,

| 4th day of July, 25th day of December, or the 30th day
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of May, called Decoration Day, or any day appointed
by the Governor or President as a day of fast or thanks-
giving, the same shall, for every purpose of protest and
notice, be taken and considered as due on the first day
next following. The maker and indorser of a promis-
sory note can not be joined in one suit. The note of a
married woman, unless secured by mortgage, is void as
against her.

Suirs before the County Court are brought in the

county where plaintiff or defendant resides—if both are
non-resident, then in any county. Actions of ejectment
and trespass on the freehold must be brought in the

county where the land lies, and actions of replevin where

the goods are detained.

TAxES. Lands sold ior taxes may be redeemed with-
in one year on payment of the full sum for which they
Zvere sold, with legal costs and twelve per cent. in-

erest.

VIRGINIA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, within the State may be taken
before any County or Corporation Court, or the Clerk
thereof in his office, or before a Justice,Commissionerin
chancery, and Nowary (within their respective counties).
Without the State, but within the United States, they
may be taken before any court in the United States. or
the Clerk thereof in his office, or before any Justice,
Commissioner in Chancery, Notary. or Commissioner
appointed by the Governor of Virginia for such State.
Without the United States they may be taken before
any Minister Plenipotentiary, Charge d’Affaires, Consul
General, Consul, Vice-Consul, or Commercial Agent of
United States to such foreign country, or before any
court of such country, or the Mayor, or other Chief
Magistrate of any city, town or corporation therein.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. No insolvent laws
and no statutory provisions concerning assignments.
But an insolvent debtor may make a voluntary assign-
ment to a trustee for the benefit of creditors, and may
prefer certain creditors to others. Such assignment does
not operate as a release.

ATTACHMENTS may issue upon bond being given and
affidavit filed in the following cases: First, against a
non-resident debtor having effects in this State. Sec-
ond, against a defendant in any suit who is removing,
or intends to remove his effects out of the State pend-
ing the suit. Third, against a debtor who has removed,
is removing, or intends to remove his effects out of the
State whether claim be due or not. Fourth, against
tenants removing their eftects from the leased premises
before the rent becomes due. By garnishment debts
owing defendant may be collected and the proceeds held
to await judgment. Arrest in aid of remedy in civil
action lies where it appears from plaintiff’s affidavit
that defendant is likely to abscond, unless arrested,
when a capias ad respondendum issues against him
under which he is arrested, and required to enter into a
bail-bond (in the alternative of going tojail) conditioned
should judgment go against him to respond to interrog-
atories touching his property.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts by
recent statute, hold three terms annually in each county
and the city of Richmond, and special terms when
dispatch of business requires. But under special acts,
only two terms are held in many of the counties, and
the other cities of the State, than Richmond. They
have jurisdiction in all cases atlaw.and in equity,where
the amount involved (exclusive of interest) exceeds $20.
Corporation Courts, (in towns having over 5,000 inhab-
itants), with jurisdiction mainly concurrent with that of
the CircuitCourts in civil cases, hold four terms annually
for the trial of such cases. Justice’s jurisdiction by act
taking effect July 1, 1880, enlarged to $100, with right
to defendant, when amount exceeds $20, toremove case
to County or Corporation Court.

EXEcuTioNs may issue atonce for special cause shown
to the court, and after the fifteenth day of the term any
court may make an order allowing execution to issue
on judgments and decrees after ten days from their
date. It must be returned on the first day of a term of
court, or first Monday of a month, as the time of is-
suing the execution may make it most convenient. pro-
vided that not more than ninety days intervene between
the teste and the return day of the process. Execu-
tions from dJustice’s Courts may issue torthwith, but

stay may be had on furnishing proper security; over $10
and under $20, forty days; $20 to $30, sixty days; and over
$30, ninety days. There is no stay in the upper courts,
and no redemption of property sold under execution.

Exemprions. Homestead exemption of householder,
being the head of a family, to the value of $2,000
which may be either real or personal property. Also
books to the value of $100, wearing apparel, beds,
stoves, and household utensils, sewing machine, cer-
tain domestic animals, and mechanic’s tools, not ex-
ceeding $100 in value.

INTEREST. The rate of interest can in no case exceed
Six per cent., except on loans to certain corporations.
Lenders forteit all interest in case of usury. Judgments
bear six per cent. interest. Corporations can not plead
usury.

JUDGMENTS are liens when recorded on all real estate
of the judgment debtor within the county.

LimiratioNs oF Surrs. For articles charged in store
account, two years; contracts not under seal, five years;
upon indemnifying or fiduciary bonds, ten years; all
other contracts under geal, twenty years:; recovery of
lands in cases of forcible entry, unlawful entry or un-
lawful detainer, three years: in other actions for lands,
fifteen years when situated east of the Alleghany
Mountains, and ten years when situated west of those
mountains. Revivor: New promise in writing or
written acknowledgment of a specific debt from which
a promise may be implied; part payment not sufficient.

MARRIED WoOMEN. The real and personal property
of a woman married since April 4, 1877, owned by her
at the time of such marriage, and any property, real or
personal, acquired by a married woman as a separate
and sole trader, is {ree from the control of her husband,
and is not liable for his debts. Widow takes dower as at
common law.

MortaAcEs are superseded by deeds of trust, which
may be foreclosed by the trustee without the interven-
tion of a court of equity. Suchdeeds may be given for
both realty and personalty, and in either case must be
recorded. i

NoTES AND BIiLLs oF EXCHANGE. Where a bill of
exchange, drawn or indorsed within this State, is pro-
tested, the party liable tor the principal of such bill
shall, in addition, pay damages upon the principal at
the rate of three per cent. if the bill be payable out of
Virginia and within the United States, and ten per
cent. it payable without the United States. On all ne-
gotiable notes and bills payable at a future day, grace is
allowed according to custom of merchants. No grace
on sight drafts.

Surrs. The case may be put on Court Docket after
expiration of second rules from service of summons
on defendant. The first Monday in each month, and
the two following days are rule days. Suit may be
brought: 1st, in the county or corporation where
defendant resides, or 2d, in the county or corporation
where the cause of action arose, provided process can
be served on defendant in such county or corporation.

TAXES are a lien on the real estate on which they are
assessed from the 15th of December in the year in
which the assessment is made. Real estate sold for
taxes may be redeemed within two years by payment
of the amount of purchase money, subsequent taxes,
and interest at ten per cent. per annum.
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WASHINGTON.

ACKENOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds must be in writing, and
attested by two witnesses. Acknowledgments may be
taken by a Judge of the Supreme Court,or Clerk thereof,
or the Deputy of such Clerk; Judge of the District Court
or a Clerk thereof, or the Deputy of such Clerk ; Judge
of the Probate Court, Justice of the Peace, County
Auditor, or a deputy of such auditor, or a Notary Public.
Acknowledgments of deeds or conveyances may be ex-
ecuted or acknowledged in any other State or Territory
of the United States, in the form prescribed for executing
and acknowledging deeds within the Territory, and the
execution thereof may be acknowledged before any offi-
cer authorized thereto in the State or Territory wherein
the acknowledgment is taken, or before any Commis-
sioner appointed by the Governor of this Territory for
such purpose ; and if not acknowledged before a Com-
missioner for this Territory, or a Clerk of a court of
record, or Notary Public, or other officer having a seal,
said acknowledgment shall have attached thereto a
certificate of a Clerk of a court of record, or other
certifying officer, that the person whose name is sub-
scribed to certificate was, at the date thereof, such
officer as he represents himself to be, that he is
authorized by law to take acknowledgments of deeds,
and that he verily believes the signature of the person
subscribed thereto to be genuine. In any foreign
country, before any Minister Plenipotentiary, Charge
d’Affaires, Consul General, Vice Consul, or Commercial
agent of the United States, or before the proper officer
of any Court of said country, or the Mayor or Chief
Magistrate of city, town or other municipal corporation
therein, and must be certified by such officer, under
his official seal, if any he has, and such certificate shall
recite, in substance, that the instrument was acknow-
ledged by the person or persons whose name or names
are signed thereto ar grantors or principal, before him
as such officer, with the date of such acknowledgment,
and such certificate shall be prima facie evidence of
the facts recited therein.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLvENcY. Insolvent debtor
may be discharged from debts upon executing an as-
signment of all his property tor benefit of his creditors,
if done in good faith and without fraud. Suchinsolvent
debtor shall petition the Judge of the District Court,
within the place of his domicil or usual residence, stat-
ing briefly the circumstances which compel him to sur-
render his property to his creditors, with prayer to make
a cession of his estate and to be discharged from his
debts. Annexed to petition the debtor shall file a sched-
- ule containing a summary statement of his affairs, with
a list of his losses, if any, giving names of creditors it
known: amount due to each creditor; cause and nature
of indebteduness, and existing judgment, mortgage or
other securities for the payment of any such debt.
Schedule shall contain complete inventory of all prop-
erty, debts, moneys on hand, etc., and full statement ot
all incumbrances upon his property; also estimated
cash value of property surrendered. Schedule to be
' signed and sworn to by debtor. The Judge shall make
an order requiring creditors to show cause why an
assignment should not be made, and the debtor dis-
' charged from his debts. The Court exempts and sets
apart for the use and benefit of such insolvent all prop-
| erty authorized by law to be retained for the use of the
| debtor or his family. Creditors, after legal proof of

claims made, appoint one or more (not exceeding three)
assignees, in the appointment of whom the majority
prevails. If creditors fail to appoint assignee, Court
may appoint the Sheriff of the county as such assignee.
Assignees give bonds in such sum as is determined by
the majority of creditors, or by the Court.
ATTACHMENT process may be had when the plain-
| tiff or some one in his behalf ghall make and file with
the clerk an affidavit stating that a cause of action
| exists against the defendant and the nature thereof,
and that the defendant is indebted to the plaintiff,
specifying the amount of said indebtedness as near as
' may be over and above all set-offs or counter-claims,
| and that the same is not secured by any mortgage or
lien upon any real or personal property or any pledge
upon personal property, or if originally so secured, that
sich security has, without any act of the plaintiff, be-
come inadequate. Plaintiff must also file a bond with
| two or more sureties in a sum of not less than $200 (in
, District Court) and equal to amount for which plaintiff
demands judgment. Defendant may be arrested on
. order of Court on affidavit of traud.

CourTs. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Court,

| t.lolglin.: _four_to six terms a year in each district, has
Jurisdiction in all civil causes, except probate matters

and such cases (below $100) as are cognizable by Jus-
tices of the Peace. Probate Courts hold four regular
terms each year.

ExXEcuTioN may be had at any time within five years
after judgment rendered. Real property sold thereun-
der may be redeemed within six months. Stay is
allowed: In the Supreme Court, under $500, thirty days;
$500 to $1,500, sixty days; above $1,500, ninety days.
In District Courts, under $300, two months; $300 to
$1,000, five months; over $1,000, six months.

ExemprioNs. Homestead, to the value of $1,000,
when recorded and entered in office of Auditor as such.
Also to each householder, household goods, coin value
$150; to a mechanic the tools and instruments neces-
sary to carry on his trade for the support of himself
and family; also material not exceeding in value $500
in coin; all wearing apparel of every person and fam-
ily; also certain cattle to farmer, team, utensils, etc.,

200; to protfessional men, office furniture, libraries and
instruments, $500; boatmen, boats, $250; draymen, team.

INTEREST. The legal rate is ten per cent. Any rate
of interest agreed upon in writing is valid. Judgments
bear legal rate from date, except when rendered upon
an express contract in writing, wherein a different rate
is agreed upon, in which case judgment bears same rate.

JUDGMENTS are a lien on real estate for five years from
filing of the transcript.

LiMITATIONS OF SuUITsS. One year.: Action acainst
Sheriff or other officer for the escape of a prisoner
arrested or imprisoned on civil process. Action against
an executor or administrator for misfeasance, mal-
feasance or mismanagement of estate, one year from
final settlement or discovery of same. 7wo years :
Action for libel, slander and false imprisonment, and
an action for a forfeiture or penalty to the Territory.
T'hree years : Contracts not in writing. An action for
waste or trespass on real property. For taking, detain-
ing or injuring personal property, for the specific
recovery thereof. For relief on ground of fraud.
Action against Sheriff, Coroner or Constable, upon
a liability incurred by the doing of an act in his
official capacity and by virtue of his office, or by omis-
sion of an official dutyv. Action upon a statute for
penalty or forfeiture. Action for seduction and breach
of promige. Six years : Contracts in writing or liability
arising out of a written agreement, or a judgment or
decree of any court, or for rents, issues or profits of real
estate. 7en years: Recovery of real property, or the
possession thereof. Revivor : Part payment or prom-
ise in writing.

MarriED WoMEN. Have same right to acquire, hold,
enjoy and dispose of property, to contract, sue and be
sued, as if unmarried. Civil disabilities of wife no
greater than of husband, except that she can not vote
or hold oftice. Neither husband nor wife liable for
debts of other. Either may manage, control, incumzber,
devise or convey separate property same as if un-
married. In absence of misconduct the mother shall
be as fully entitled to the custody, control and earnings
of the children as the father. The expenses of family
and education of children are chargeable upon the
property of both husband and wife, or either of them,
and in relaiion thereto they may be sued jointly or
separately. Property of wife acquired before marriage,
and afterward by gift, devise or descent, and the rents,
issues and profits thereof, her separate property; same
with husband; property otherwise acquired during
coverture held in common; all community property,
however, subject to control of husband. Wife must join
with husband in conveyance of the community real
property. Marriage settlements must be in writing, exe-
cuted, acknowledged, etc., as grants of real estate.
To avoid liability for husband’s debts, wife must re-
cord inventory of her separate estate, daly executed.
Dower and tenancy by curtesy are abolished.

MorTcAGES are executed and acknowledged same as
deeds, and are foreclosed in court of equity. Chattel
mortgages are void against creditors of the mortgagor
and subsequent purchasers, unless accompanied by
affidavit of the mortgagor that the mortgage is made in
good faith, and without design to hinder, delay or
defraud creditors, and is acknowledged and record-
ed in like manner as conveyances of real estate.

NoTEs AND BiLLs or ExcHANGE. Three days grace
are allowed on bills of exchange payable at sight, and
on all negotiable promissory notes, orders or drafts
payable at a future day certain, unless there is an ex-
press stipulation to the contrary.

Surrs. Civil practice is under a Code, and all dis-
tinctions in forms of action and suits are abolished.
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WEST VIRGINIA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be taken before a Notary
Public, Recorder, Prothonotary, or Clerk of any court
of record within the United States, or Commissioner
appointed to act within the same by the Governor of
this State, duly authenticated by the official seal of
such officer annexed to the certificate of acknowledg-
ment. Certificate of acknowledgment of a married wom-
an must state her private examination apart from her
husband; that the writing was fully explained to her
that she acknowledges it to be hers, declared she had
willingly executed the same, and did not wish to
retract it.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. No insolvent law
and no statute regulating assignments in trust for
benefit of creditors. Such assignments are sometimes
made, but do not operate as a discharge. A defendant
debtor under arrest may be discharged from such arrest
by making conveyance of his property not exempt by
law. Assignments are made by deed acknowledged as
other deeds, and filed in oftice of Clerk of County Court.
If real estate is assigned, the wife of the assignor
must sign, seal and acknowledge the same to bar her
dower.

ATTACHMENT process will issue on creditor's affidavit
that debtor, or one of them, is non-resident; has left, or
is about to leave the State; conceals himself so that
summons can not be served upon him; is removing or
about to remove his property out of the State; is con-
verting his property into money, etc., with intent to
defraud his creditors; has assigned or disposed of his
property with intent to defraud his creditors; has prop-
erty or rights in action which he conceals, or fraudu-
lently contracted the debt for which the action is
brought. Upon the creditor giving bond and security
the sheriff is required to take the attached property
into his possession. Goods, effects or money due the
defendant in the hands of a third party can be
garnisheed. There is no imprisonment for debt in this
State, but defendant in civil action may be arrested
when about to leave the State or to remove or assign
property, etc., with intent to defraud his creditors.

Courrs. 7erms and Jurisdicltion. Justice’s Courts
have jurisdiction in all civil actions where the amount
claimed does not exceed $300 exclusive of interest, and
the title to real estate does not come in question.
Circuit Courts are held in each county, and have juris-
diction where the amount of the debt exceeds $50 exclu-
sive of interest. County Courts, through their clerks,
have full probate powers.

ExEcuTION issues immediately after term of court at
which judgment was rendered, and is returnable in
ninety days. There is no stay of execution in the
higher courts, but in Justice's Courls stay is allowed
as follows: Under $50, two months; $50, to $100,
four months; over $100, six months. There is no
redemption of property sold under execution, deed of
trust or mortgage when foreclosed.

ExeEmpTIONS. Homestead to the value of $1,000 is
exempt, where the property of that value is devised or
granted to debtor, being a husband or parent, and
resident in the State, as a homestead; and where he,
previously to contracting the debt or liability, has
placed a declaration of his intenticn to keep the prop-
erty as a homestead on the land records of the county
in which the real estate is situated. Personal property
to the value of $200 is also exempted, provided debtor
i a resident and parent. Also $50 worth of tools of a
mechanic, artisan or laborer, whether he is a husband

or parent or not, provided that in no case shall the
exemption allowed any one person exceed $200.

. INTEREsST. The legal rate is six per cent. Excess of
Interest is not recoverable under the law. Incorporated
companies, only, may borrow money at higher rates.
Judgments bear six per cent. Illegal interest paid may
be recovered within five years.

JUDGMENTS are a lien upon all real estate of the
debtor, but to secure the lien against purchasers not
having notice judgment must be docketed in the County
Clerk’s office within ninety days.

LivmiTATIONs OF SuIlTs. Store account, three years;
accounts concerning trade between merchants, five
years; contracts not in writing, er in writing and not
under seal, five years; contracts under seal, twenty
years, except contracts executed after April 1, 1869,
whether under seal or mot, ten years; to recover land,
ten years. Revivor: Acknowledgment of debt or prom-
ise in writing to pay.

MARRIED WoMEN. Property of wife acquired at any
time and from any source other than her husband, held
to her sole and separate use; provided, that the husband
must join in conveyance of realty. Widow is endowed
of one-third of all the real estate of which her husband
was seized of an estate of inheritance at any time
during her coverture, unless such dower shali have
been lawfully barred or relinquished.

MorTcAGES are executed and acknowledged as deeds,
but contain a clause of defeasance. They can only be
enforced by foreclosure in a court of equity, and their
place is taken generally by deeds of trust which do not
require the intervention of a court. Chattel mortgages
are also little known.

NoTEs AND BILLs oF EXCHANGE. Every promissory

note or check for money payable in this State at a

particular bank, or at a particular office thereof, for
discount and deposit, or the place of business of a
savings institution or savings bank, and every inland
bill of exchange payable in this State, shall be deemed
negotiable. Three days of grace are allowed. When a
bill of exchange drawn or indorsed within this State is
protested for non-acceptance or non-payment, there
shall be paid by the party liable for the principal of
such a bill, in addition to what else he is liable for,
damages upon the principal at the rate of three per
cent. if payable out of the State and within the United
States, and ten per cent. if payable without the United
States. Commercial paper falling due on a Sunday is
payable and may be protested on the preceding day. If
on January 1, July 4, or December 25, then on the pre-
ceding day, or if that be Sunday then on the prece ling
Saturday.

ProoF oF CramMs. When claim is sent for collection
make the account out in detail. Send the full name of
the party who is plaintiff; if a partnership, the full
name of each partner and the name of the firm. Ac-
counts can be proved on hearing of the case by oral
testimony, or by depositions regularly taken. Non-
residents are usually required to give security for costs.

TAXEs are a lien on real estate from the first day of
February in each year, and draw six per cent. interest if
unpaid after the day fixed by law for payment. Every
two years (as in 1879, 1881, etc.) a tax sale is held in
each county, at which all the lands previously returned
delinquent and not redeemed are sold for taxes, in-
terest, and a penalty of fifteen per cent. One year after
the sale is allowed for redemption. Silver coin is a
legal tender for all taxes.

WISCONSIN.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds executed within this
State—of lands or any interest in lands therein—must
be executed in the presence of two witnesses, and the
persons executing must acknowledge the execution be-
fore any Judge of court of record, Commissioner, Clerk
of a Circuit Court. County Clerk, Notary Public, Justice
of the Peace, United States Court Commissioner, Reg-
ister of Deeds, or Clerk of the Municipal Court of the
City and County of Milwaukee. If made by a corpora-
tion organized under any law of this State, such ac-

knowledgment must be made by the President or other
authorized officer of the corporation, sealed with the
corporate seal and countersigned by the Clerk of such
corporation. Deeds conveying land, or any interest in
land, situated in this State, if executed in any other
State, Territory or District of the United States, may
be executed according to the laws of such place, and
the acknowledgment may be before any Judge or Clerk
of a court of record, Notary Public, Justice of the
Peace, Master in Chancery, or other officer there
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authorized by law to take the acknowledgment of deeds
therein, or before a Commissioner appointed by the
Governor of this State for such purpose. And if exe-
cuted within the jurisdiction of any military post of the
United States, not within this State, it may be ac-
knowledged before the commanding officer thereof. If
such acknowledgment be taken before any Commis-
sioner appointed by the Governor of this State, Clerk
of a court of record with seal attached, Notary Public
having a seal, or commanding officer of a military post,
the certificate of acknowledgment shall certify that said
acknowledgment and execution was according to the
laws. of such State, Territory or District. If executed
before any other officer than as last above mentioned,
shall have attached thereto a certificate of the Clerk or
other proper certifying officer of a court of record of the
county or district within which such acknowledgment
was taken, under the seal of his office, that the person
whose name is subscribed to the certificate of ac-
knowledgment was at the date thereof such officer as
he is therein represented to be, and that he believes
such signature to be genuine, and that such deed was
executed according to the laws of such State, Territory
or District. If such deed be executed in any foreign
country, it may be executed according to its laws, and
acknowledged before any Notary Public — with geal
aflixed—or other officer authorized by law there to take
such acknowledgments, or any Minister, Charge a’
Ajfaires, Commissioner, or Consul of the United States
appointed to reside therein, with certificate that such
execution and acknowledgment was according to the
laws of such country.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Aninsolvent debtor
may make an assignment for the benefit of his credit-
ors. Preference to creditors prohibited, except for the
wages of laborers, servants, or employes earned within
six months prior to assignment. He must present a
petition to the Circuit Court, or a Judge thereof,
with sworn schedule and affidavit. A creditorg’
meeting is held after due notice by publication, and
on issue joined a jurytrial may be had, and defendant
examined under oath as to his property. If jury find
for insolvent, the Court will grant his discharge, but this
is voidable where fraud has been practiced.

ATTACHMENT may be had in courts of record where
debt exceeds $50, when defendant is a foreign corpora-
tion or non-resident, or has absconded or concealed
himself, assigned, disposed of, or concealed his prop-
erty, or attempted to do so, or to remove it out of the
State, with intent to defraud creditors, or when the
debt was fraudulently contracted, and if the debt was
fraudulently contracted the creditor may attach, though
not due, or when the defendant is principal on an
official bond, or when the action in tort exists to

| the amount of $50, and defendant is non-resident

or a foreign corporation. Real estate may be bound
by filing a copy of the attachment and a descrip-
tion of the land in the Register’s office of the
county where the land lies. Money or property of de-
fendant in the hands of another, or debts due defend-
ant, may be garnisheed. Defendant may be arrested on
affidavit of fraud in contracting the debt, etc. Plain-
In Justice Court
attachments for same cause, if amount is over $5, and

et

less than $200, no bond required, nor can real estate

ibe attached in Justice’s Courts.

fholding two to four terms each year

Courrs. Zerms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts,
in each county,
have original jurisdiction in all civil actions 1.0t cog-
nizable By Justices of the Peace. Circuit Courts are
now open at all times for the transaction of all busi-
ness not requiring a jury, except in third and fifth
circuits, but the presiding Judge can not in vacation
8ign judgment, nor order judgment, foreclosing a mort-
gage or land contract or for divorce, except where the
application for judgment was made at a general or spe-
cial term of Court. County Courts bhave full probate
powers, and are always open for business. The County

Courts of Brown, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Milwau-
kee and Winnebago counties have limited -civil

jurisdiction and exclusive jurisdiction of all appeals
from Justice’s Courts. Justice’s jurisdiction, $200.
EXEcuTION On Circuit Court judgments may issue as
3001 a8 costs are taxed and judgment is docketed, and
aire returnable within sixty days and may be issued
it any time within five years.” In Justice’s Court
pPXecution may be issued at any time within five years,
put the losing party is allowed five days in which to put
n stay, and in Justice’s Court executions are return-
ible in thirty days. In Justice’s Court, on bond with
purety being given for payment of the judgment,
PXecution may be stayed, it put in- within five days,
10t exceeding four months. No stay of execution,
|ssued on juagments obtained in Circuit Court, can

be had, except in cases of appeal. Real estate sold
under execution may be redeemed by the owner within
one year; by any judgment or mortgage creditor hav-
ing asubsequentlien, within one year and three months.

ExeMPTIONS. Homestead of forty acres, outside of
any town, city, or village plot, or of one-fourth of an
acre if within such plot, with dwelling-house, etc.,
without regard to value. Also family pictures, or
school books, library of debtor, wearing apparel of
debtor and family, all stoves put up and kept for use,
all cooking utensils, and all other household furniture
not herein enumerated, not exceeding $200 in value:
two cows, ten swine, one yoke of oxen and one horse or
mule, or in lieu of yoke of oxen and one horse or mule,
two horses or two mulesg, ten sheep, and the wool from
same either raw or manufactured; the necessary food
for above stock for a year’s support, either provided or
growing; one wagon, cart, or dray, one sleigh, one plow,
one drag, and other farming utensils, including tackle
tor teams, not exceeding $200 in value; one gun, not ex-
ceeding $50 in value; provisions and fuel for one year:
tools and implements and other stock in trade of a
mechanic, merchant, miner, trader or other person, not
exceeding $200 in value; all moneys from insur-
ance of exempt property; earnings of all married per-
sons or those who have to provide for the entire
support of a family, for three months next preceding
the issuing of any process to the amount of sixty
dollars only for each month: and any person who has to
provide for the entire support of a family, and who
has no homestead, may have $500 exempt, either in
money or other property: provided that said property
shall not be exempt for any debt contracted prior to
June 1st, 1882; all sewing machines kept for use; any
swords, plate, books, or other articles presented by Con-
gress or the members thereof. Also printing materials
and press or presses used in the business of any printer
or publisher to an amount not exceeding $1,500 in
value, also abstracts, also interest of inventors in pat-
ents, also fire engines, apparatus, etc., owned by any
town, city or village. These exemptions are to actual
residents of the State only, except family pictures,
wearing apparel, household furniture, and swords,
plate, books, etc., presented by Congresg, are exempt
to non-residents as well, and no property is exempt
from execution or attachment upon a judgment in an
action for the purchase money of said property.

INTEREST. Parties may, in writing, contract for ten
per cent., but the rate on all moneys due, or payable
with interest, and on all judgments, unless expressly
named, will be seven per cent. No interest can be com-
puted on interest, whether due by agreement at a fixed
time or otherwise, unless so distinctly agreed in writ-
ing. Any corrupt, usurious agreement whereby more
than ten per cent. is reserved, agreed to be paid, or
taken, forfeits all the interest paid or agreed to be.

JUDGMENTS of the Circuit Court are a lien on all real
estate of debtor within the county from the date of
docket, and lien continues ten years. Judgments of
Justices become liens on filing transcript, and all liens
can be extended to other counties in like manner.

LimrrATioNs oF Suits. On contracts not under seal,
8ix years: judgments ot courts within the State and
sealed instruments, cause accruing within the State,
twenty years; foreign judgments and specialties, cause
accruing without the State, ten years; recovery ot
bonds, twenty years. Revivor: Part paymentor new
promise in writing; if by one joint debtor it revives
only as to him.

MARRIED WoMEN. The property of a wife, acquired
at any time, from any source other than her husband, is
held to her sole and separate use and disposal. She
may convey real and personal estate precisely as if un-
married, and although her husband does not join in her
deed of her separate property, his right of tenancy by
the curtesy will nevertheless be barred. She may sue
and be gued in her own name as to her sole property.
Her individunal earnings are her own. Widow is en-
titled to dower or use for life of one-third part of all the
lands whereof her husband was seized of an estate of
inheritance at any time during marriage, unless lawful-
ly barred.

MorTtGAGES may be recorded in the office of the
Register of Deeds for the county wherein the land is
situated, and may be foreclosed by advertisement or by
suit in equity. One year is allowed for redemption.
Chattel mortgages are void as to third parties, unless
possession of the property passes to and remains in the
mortgagee. or the instrument, or a copy, be filed with
the Clerk of the town, city or village. In the last case,
it must be renewed every two years. A contract of sale
where title is not to pass till paid for, is void as to
third parties, unless filed with Clerk of town or city
where vendee resides.

6
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Notes AND BrLLs oF ExcHANGE. Days of grace are
allowed, except on bills, notes, and drafts payable on
demand. Bills drawn and indorsed within the State,
and payable out of the United States, when duly pro-
tested for non-payment, draw amount due. interest, cur-
rent rate of exchange, and five per cent. damages. On
bills of exchange drawn upon any person or corpora-
tion out of this State, within some State or Territory,
and duly protested for non-acceptance or non-payment,
the drawer or indorser shall pay said bill with legal in-
terest, five per cent. damages, and costs of protest.
Warehouse receipts are mnegotiable. Certificates of
deposit payable to order or bearer are negotiable as in-
land bills of exchange. Notes or bills maturing on
legal holiday, due next preceding secular day. Parties

severally liable on, may any, and all, be joined in one
action.

SuIiTs. Actions concerningreal estate are brought in
the county where the land lies; personal actions and
actions against foreign corporations, in any county.

TAxEs are due and payable after the third Monday,
in December, and it not paid by the last Monday in
January following, may be collected by distress. Lands
on which taxes then remain unpaid are returned as de-
linquent, and are sold on the third Tuesday in May

for the tax, five per cent. penalty, interest, and costs.@®

Lands thus sold may be redeemed within three years or
any time before the tax-deed is recorded, by payment of
the amount sold for, with twenty-five per cent. interest
and costs.

WYOMING.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS must be made before a Judge or
Clerk of a court of record, or before any County Clerk,
Notary Public or Justice of the Peace within this Ter-
ritory. If made out of the Territory, before any officer
authorized by the State or Territory, in which it is
made, to take acknowledgments, before the Clerk of any
court of record, or before any Commissioner appointed
by the Governor of this Territory for such purpose.
Acknowledgments must be subscribed to before one
witness who shall subscribe as such.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENcCY. An insolvent debt-
or may make an assignment in good faith to one or
more assignees for satisfaction of creditors. No prefer-
ence of creditors or payment of false or fraudulent
claims is allowed. The assignment must be in writing,
executed according to the laws of the Territory, and
must be filed and recorded in the office of the probate
judge, and, if the assignment conveys real estate, in
the office of the county clerk. The assignee must
give bonds. Any creditor accepting from the assignee
hig dividend shall release the assignor from all further
liability for the debt on which payment was made.

ATTACHMENT may issue against all the property of
persons who are non-residents of this Territory, against
foreign corporations, and may issue when the defend-
ant has absconded, or has removed or concealed, or is
about to remove or conceal his property, or a part
thereof, with intent to defraud his creditors; has prop-
erty or rights in action which he conceals; is about to
convert his property into money, with intent to defraud
his creditorr; fraudulently contracted the debt or in-
curred the obligation for which suit is brought: and in
all cases where the debt does not exceed $250, is not
otherwise secured, and which has not been paid when
due, and within ten days thereafter on demand. Arrest
in civil actions may be made on the ground of fraud or
concealment of property, etc. Garnishee process may
be had in aid of attachment. Attachments against
foreign corporations do not require undertakings.
Property is not exempt from attachment and sale on
execution for the purchase money of said property.

Courrs. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Court is
held twice a year in each organized county, except
Johnson county, where it is held once a year, and has
full common law and chancery powers. There is a Pro-
bate Court in each county. Justice’s jurisdiction, $100.

EXECUTION may issue immediately after judgment
rendered, and is returnable in sixty days from a court
of record, and thirty days when issued by a Justice of

the Peace. There is no stay law except in Justice’s
Courts, and no provision for redemption.

ExemprioNs. Household furniture, provisions, etc..
$500; tools, team, implements or stock in trade of
mechanic, miner or other person, kept for his trade or
business, $300; library and instruments of professional
man, $300; homestead actually occupied as such by
head of family in country, 160 acres; in town, lot or lots
in value $1,500.; personal wearing apparel of every
person the value of $150.

INTEREsST. In the absence of express contract, all
moneys, claims or judgments draw interest at the rate
of twelve per cent. per annum. Any rate may be
agreed upon in writing; unsettled accounts draw inter-
est after thirty days from date of last item.

JUDGMENTS are a lien on debtor’s real estate within
the county from the time of entry, which lien continues
for five years.

LiMrrarioNs oF Surrs. On contracts not in writing,
four years; upon specialty or agreement in writing,
five years: on all foreign judgments, or contracts made
or incurred before debtor becomes a resident, within
two years after he establishes residence in Territory:
recovery of lands, twenty-one years. Revivor: Part
payment or acknowledgment in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN. A married woman retains her
property, both real and personal, may make a will, car-
ry on business, sue and be sued, and retain her own earn-
ings. She may also vote and hold oftice. There is no
law of dower.

MorreAcEs must be attested by one witness, ac-
knowledged and recorded, and are foreclosed by bill in
equity, or by advertisement. Chattel mortgages are
subject to the same rules in regard to execution and
recording. They cease to be valid against creditors or
subsequent purchasers in good faith, after the expiration
of two months from the end of the term for which they
are given, and may be foreclosed by advertisement for
not less than twenty days.

NoTEsS AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE are subject to the
law merchant, and grace is allowed on all negotiable
paper, including sight drafts.

Suirs. There is but one form of action, and the
Code of Procedure is precisely similar to that of
Ohio in actions at law. The distinction between an
action at law and a suit in equity is preserved, and the
practice in suits in equity is very similar to the com-
mon law chancery practice.

CANADA.

INTEREST. The legal rate is six per cent., but parties
may agree upon any rate, but if no contract is made,
gix per cent. only can be collected. Banks, by law,
can not charge more than seven per cent.

Nores ANDBILLS OF ExcuANGE. Three days of grace

are allowed on commercial paper. Promissory notes
and bills of exchange are negotiable, and are subject to
the right of set-off between the parties, but not as to
third parties, if acquired by them before they become
due. Protest fixes liability of indorser.
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ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT.

BROWN BROTHERS & G0.

| Qlf}llfllill?]:atll;l;ltl§t,: 59 WALL ST NEW: YORK. e Phae
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ALEXANDER BROWN & SONS,

Cor. Baltimore and Calvert Sts., Baltimore.

By AN D SELT, BILTS COEEnt R e G T A N oI,

On Great Britain, Ireland, France, Germany, Belgium and Holland.
.

ISSUE COMMERCIAL AND TRAVELERS+-CREDITS, IN STERLING,

Available in any part of the world, and in Franes, for use in Martinique and Guadeloupe.

MAKE TELEGRAPHIC TRANSFERS OF MONEY

Between this and other countries, through London and Paris.

. Make Collections of Drafts drawn abroad on all points in the United States and Canada,
and of Drafts drawn in the United States on Foreign Countries.

TO TRAVELERS.-Travelers’ Credits issued either against cash deposited or satisfactory guaranty of
repayment: In Dollars, for use in the United States and adjacent countries; or in Pounds Sterling, for use in
any part of the world. Applications for credits may be addressed to either of the above houses direct, or through
any first-class Bank or Banker.

BROWN, SHIPLEY & CO., BROWN, SHIPLEY & CO,,

26 Chapel Street, Liverpool. Founder’s Court, Lothbury, London.

POOR, WHITE & CO.
BANKERS,

No. 45 WALL STREET, = = NEW YORK.

Buy and Sell on Commission, for Cash, or upon Margin, all Securities
dealt in at the New York Stock Exchande and in all other

markets. Special attention Jiven to

s I MENT SECURITIES

And to answering all Inquiries concerning them.

 LOANS OF RAILWAY, NUNICIPAL AND OTHER CORPORATIONS NEGOTIATED






