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OF ALSO, ON S8COTLAND,

Letters of Credit for Travelers, avallable In all pa&s of the World.
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AND LONDON.
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4 ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT.

HAY & PRENTICE,

(Successors to Steam Warming Department of
Crane Bros. Manfg. Co.,)

CONTRACTORS FOR IMPROVED

- dteam Warmings Ventilating Apparatus

AND DEALERS IN

WROUGHT IRON PIPE AND FITTINGS, BRASS G0ODS, ETC.

Sole Manufacturers for Western States of

DN INFIIN G’S

Patent Seif-Feeding

MAGAZINE BOILER,

FOR WARMING BANKS, OFFICES,

Private Residences, eto., by Steam.

For eage of management, steadiness of heat in buildings, and entire reliability
at all times, it has no superior.

CONTINUOUS HEAT DURING THE NIGHT AND DAY.

We are prepared to furnish them to the trade, or to any who are now uging an inferior Boiler, and in connec-
tion with contracts for Steam Heating Apparatus. Send for Circulars and References.

37 and 39 8. Canal and 26 W. Washington 8t., Chicago.

Sax’L 1. PorE. CHas. H. PATTEN.

SAM’L 1. POPE & CO.

DEALERS IN

STHEAM HEATING

——A ND—

VENTILATING APPARATUS,

Boilers, Wrought Iron Pipe and Fittings,
198 LAKE STREET, CHICAGO.

SUPPLIES FOR ENGINEHERS,

PUMP AND WELL DEALERS.

HAXTUNS BASE BURNING BOILER,

Requires filling but once in twenty-four hours. Keeps a house warm all night.

CHAPMAN’S DEEP WELL VALVES, PUMPS AND WIND MILLS.

Plans and Specifications for steam work farnished.

Special attention paid to heating public buildings generally, returning the water directly
back to boilers.




ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 5

RUTTAN MANUFACTURING COMPANY,

MANUFACTURERS OF

HEATING AND VENTILATING APPARATTS

FURNACES,
S,

SCHOOL-ROOM HEATERS, REGIST

rETc., ETC.,

88 Lake Street, Chicago.

T
3

We manufacture eight sizes masonry furnaces, six sizes portable furnaces, three sizes
school-room ventilating heaters, and contract for the heating and ventilation of all kinds of
buildings. Especial attention given to the warming and ventilating of school buildings,
halls and churches. Liberal allowance made for old furnaces if parties wish to exchange.
Attention of school directors is called to the necessity of contracting early for work to be
done during vacations.

There are Over 2,000 of our Furnaces in Use in the Finest and Best Buildings in the West.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED. CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. LARGE ILLUSTRATED
CIRCULAR, A BOOK OF SIXTY PAGES, FURNISHED ON APPLICATION.

Smead’s School-Room Heater is made for special use in rooms where the heater or
furnace must stand in the rooms to be warmed. It has a handsome cast iron case, an open
te, and weighs a thousand pounds. Those who use it are enthusiastic in its praise. Send

or circular.

“This firm undoubtedly make the best Heating and Ventilating Apparatus now offered to the trade.”
—C'hioago Times, Oct. 16, 1878,

President Albee, of Normal University at Oshkosh, Wis., in 4 recent letter says : * The Ruttan Furnaces are
the best of four different kinds that I have used during the past ten years. They are side by side with others ;
the heat is more stead{, the air of better quality, and they consume less fuel than any I have ever secn.”

¢ A recent analysis of the air in some of the school-rooms of New York city ylelded twenty parts of
carbonic acid gas to 10,000, while the air in the prisons contained but fourteen parts. The ventilation of New
York school-houses is notoriously bad, and there are many school-rooms much nearer home where it is little, if
any, better. The Ruttan method of ventilation is the only natural method, and nothing but stupidity, downright
ohstinacy or corru&tion can account for the failure to introduce it in every new school-house.—Chicago
Evening Journal, March 22, 1879. ,
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ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. : 7

THRXRF BEST OF AILL!
MOORE’S

COMBINATION CABINETS.

THE COUNTING HOUSE KING,

By an 'INGENIOUS ARRANGEMENT of the COMBINED FACILITIES, SO ESSENTIAL
in & COMPLETE BUSINESS DESK, we have been ENABLED to DESIGN and CONSTRUCT
a LINE of OFFICE DESKS of VARIED PATTERNS, GRADES and sIzEs, both SINGLE
and DOUBLE, that SUCCESSFULLY MEET the WANTS of EVERY BUSINESS AND PRO-
FESSIONAL MAN. -

The accompanying illustrations represent two of our LEADING STYLES, viz :
THE KING AND QUEEN ; the FORMER DOUBLE, the LATTER SINGLE.

They are LARGELY PATRONIZED and
UNIVERSALLY APPROVED,

Address for further information,

The MOORE COMBINATION DESK COMPANY,
Indianapolis, Ind., U. 8. A.

OR

AMERICAN STORE STOOL COMPANY,
New York and Chicago.

G. V. HALLIDAY & CO,,
St. Louis and New Orleans,

GENERAL AGENTS.




8 ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT.

THE BEST OF ALTL!
MOORE’S

COMBINATION CABINETS.

THE COUNTING HOUSE KING.

By an INGENIOUS ARRANGEMENT of the COMBINED FACILITIES, SO ESSENTIAL
in a COMPLETE BUSINESS DESK, we have been ENABLED to DESIGN and CONSTRUCT
a LINE of OFFICE DESKS of VARIED PATTERNS, GRADES and sIzES, both SINGLE
and DOUBLE, that SUCCESSFULLY MEET the WANTs of EVERY BUSINESS AND PRO-

FESSIONAL MAN.

The accompanying illustrations represent two of our LEADING - STYLES, viz :
THE KING AND QUEEN ; the FORMER DOUBLE, the LATTER SINGLE.

They are LARGELY PATRONIZED and
UNIVERSALLY APPROVED.

. Address for further information,

The MOORE COMBINATION DESK COMPANY,
Indianapolis, Ind., U. S. A.

OR

. AMERICAN STORE STOOL COMPANY,
New York and Chicago.

G. V. HALLIDAY & CO,,
St. Louis and New Orleans,

GENERAL AGENTS.

OFFICE QUE




ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT.

COUNT]

<R AND OFFIC.

~ RAILINGS,

Iron Window and Door Guards, for Banks, Insurance Offices, etc.

LUDLOW-SAYLOR WIRE CO,,

Write for Catalogue and Price List.

219 & 221 Market Street, St. Louls, Mo.




ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT.

Wllstach Baldwin & Co.,

NOS. 141 & 143 RACE ST., CINCINNATI,

MANUFACTURERS OF

ACGOUNT BOOKS

oF EVERY DESCRIPTION FOR THE USE OF

Banks and Bankers.

HPRINTERS OF§

Checks, Drafts, N otes, Deposit Tickets,
Note Notices, Letter and Note Heads,

AND ALL OTHER FORMS OF BLANKS, EITHER

LETTER PRESS WORK OR LITHOGRAPHED

Have constantly on hand and for sale at low prices a complete assortment of

Domestic and Foreign Stationery,

COMPRISING FULL LINES OF

W RITING MATERIALS

OF ALL KINDS,

PAPERS, ENVELOPES, INK, PENS AND PENCILS
IN ENDLESS VARIETY.

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED AND ESTIMATES PROMPTLY FURNISHED FOR
EVERY VARIETY OF

PRINTING, BINDING, ENGRAVING, LITHOGRAPHING,

AND FOR

THE MANUFACTURE OF OFFICE SUPPLIES.




BROWN’S

&
CULVER,PAGE, HOYNE & €.
MANUFACTUR

The Eurelka Banlkers' IJote Box.

A want long felt among Bankers
and Attorneys for a compact and con-
venient method of keeping Notes and
other papers, so that they could be
readily found, has induced us to pro-
duce Tur Eurexa Note Box. It is
made in a very substantial manner,
entirely covered with strong Russia
leather, and has a substantial lock.
There are twenty-six SLIDING PARTI-
TIONS, labeled with alphabet and
name of month, which can be adjusted
to accommodate a large or small num-
ber of papers, as the case may re-
quire.

Size inside, 1z in. long, 9% in. wide,
4% in, deep.

PRICE, $10 EACH.

We also make a smaller size, 6 in.
long, 9% in. wide, 4% in deep, with
13 Pockets. Price, 8,



STYLES OF BINDING.

SIZES OF PAPER.

NAME OF BOOK. | SIZE OF PAGE.

SIZE OF COVER.

Cap, - - - 8% x 13% 10 x 14

Demy, - - 104 x 151 12 x 16

Medium, - | u¥ xary 13% x 18

Double Cap, - 134 x 161 16 x 17

Royal, - - -l iy x 184 14 X I9

Super Royal, - 13% x 194 16} x 20

Imperial, - - -l 14Y% x 21/2_‘_17 x 22

ExEBandFt REandB
We keep all the Sfollowing @ooks made up and on hand at all
times :

6, 8, 10 and 12-qr. Medium Cash Books, 2 columns, with and without units. ,.;’
6 8 10 and lz-qr [ € ‘" 3 I .« « I “« [
8 and 10-qr. Medmm Deposnt Ledgers, 4 “ “ o« ¢ “ ;P
8 and 10-qr. ¢« printed headmg, thh or without umts, ="
8 and 10-qr.  « “ “ 2 dbl cols., « o FE
8 and 10-qr. .« €« ““ 3« “« “ & .“ “ “ 2=
6, 8, 10 and 12-qr. Medium General Ledgers, with or without units. =2
6 8 and 10-qr. Medium Savings Bank Ledgers, units. ) Fe

2 to 8-qr. Medium Stock Ledgers, printed heading.

2 to 8-qr. ¢  Weekly Statement, ¢

1, 2, 3 and 4-gr. Medium Baily Balance Book, 14 cloth.

2, 3 and 4-qr. 4to ¢ Bills Payable, printed heading, }4 cloth.

2, 3and 4-qr. 4to ¢ ¢ Receivable, “

2, 3 and 4-qr. 4to Medium Bills Payable by months, printed headmg, A cloth

2, 3and 4-qr. 4t0 & ¢¢  Receivable ¢

2, 3 and 4-qr. Demy Draft Registers, prmted headmg, Y cloth.
2,3and 4-gr. ¢ Discount ¢ “

2, 3and 4-qr. “ Collection * “ “

2, 3and 4-qr. “ Remittance “ “

2, 3and 4-qr. “ Exchange ¢ o ¢

3 and 4-qr. ¢ Ticklers, “ “
2,3and 4-qr ¢ Certificate « ¢ “

1,2, 3and 4-qr. *“ General Balance Book, % cloth.

4-qr. 4to P. O. Paper Figuring Books, % bound ruled or plain.

2, 3 and 4-qr. 4to Medium Signature Books, }A cloth.

2 and 3-qr. Notary Protest Records for any State, 14 bound.

4, 6 and 8-qr. Cap Directors’ Records, R. E. and B. or Extra.

2, 3 and 4-qr. 4to Medium Directors’ Records, R. E. and B. or Extra.
300, 500, 700, goo and 1,000 page 9xII Copymg Books.

300, 500, 700, goo and 1,000 * IOXI2

Medium and Demy Indexes, plain, voweled and patent.

12mo Cap, 3% x5%, Bank Book 12 leaves, plain, press board covers,

Izmo “ 3Xx5% 20 “ and interleaved. Sheep.
8vo . 4xx6‘ 3 24 3 “« “
8vo Crown, 4%x63 “ 24 ¢ “ o “

Daily ]oumals 4.to, 1, 2 or 3 days to a page.
full Cap, 3 days to a page.
Julien’s and Dean’s Interest Tables.
Tin Signs, ¢ Bank Open ” and * Bank Shut.”
Bankers’ Cases, all styles, from $1.25 to $12.00 each.
“ Eureka, 2 sizes, $§8 and $10 each.
Debit and Credit Tickets.
thhographed and Printed Drafts, numbered and stamped.
«  Certificates of Deposit, numbered. }
“« « [ Stock.
Printed Transfers of Stock.
thhoguphed and Prmted Checks, all sizes.

“  pocket form, with Norrington's Patent Ledger Stub.

*1030) padeg
oy g

With or without
Norrington’s Patent Ledger Stub.

Lithographed or Pnnted Letter Heads, Printed Deposit Tickets, Lithographed or Printed Ac-
knowledgments, Remittances and Enclosures, Printed Notes, Note Notices, Printed Envelopes,
Indorsing Stamps, Paid Stamps, Guarantee Stamps, Dating Stamps, Drafts Wanted, Cards, Wax

CULVER, PAGE, HOYNE & CO.

Stamps, Corporate Seals.



- PAPER.

150 g 152 Clark Street, Chicago.

CLARKE, FRIEND, FOX & €O,

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN ALI. KINDS OF

BOOK, %uee NEW S, e
WRITING, FLAT AND FOLDED, PLAIN AND RULED;

Ledger, Plate, Map and Bond
 PAPERS.

CarD Boarp, Enveropres, TwiNes, ETc.

'SAMPLES AND PRICES FURNISHED PROMPTLY,

Agents for Whiting Paper Co.s superior Writing Papers; L. L. Brown
Paper Co.’s best Ledger Papers ; Owen Paper Co.’s first class Writing, Wedding
and Bond Papers ; Crane & Co.'s Standard Bond and Parchments.

The largest Stock and most extenstve Manufacturing facilities in the West,
A80 and 188 Olarik Strecot, Chicago.

(SEE NEXT PAGE.)



PAPER.

Clarke, Friend, Fox & Co.,
150 & 152 CLARK ST., CHICAGO.

For Bank and Counting House use, the Best
Papers are Cheapest. Send for Samples.

For Blank Books,

L T Brown s Ledger Papers

Are the best. Warranted for strength, color, appearance, writing and erasive
qualities, superior to any other.

For General Office Use, we commend

OLD BERKSHIRE MILLS.

A perfect Paper, CLEAN, WHITE and STRONG.

- For Checks, JVotes, Drafts use the

NATIONAL SAFETY PAPER.

‘Warranted a protection against alteration or erasure. Send for samples and A
particulars. In use by the leading Bankers and Business Houses.

@wme 8 @andg and Paychment,

(JWEN'S BONDS AND LINEN PAPERS.

CLARKE, FRIEND, FOX & (0.,
SEE PRECEDING PAGE) "~ 150 and 152 CLARK STREET, CHICAGO.

1



BANKERS’ DIREOTORY

OF THE

UNITED STATES AND CANADA:

CONTAINING A

LIST OF BANKS AND BANKERS;

ALSO THE

NAMES OF RELIABLE COMMERCIAL LAWYERS

RECOMMENDED BY THE BANKS.

JULY, 1880.

CHICAGO:
RAND, McNALLY& CO.,
77 AND 79 MADISON STREET.

Kntered according to Act of ¢ ongress, July, 188", by RAND, McNALLY & CO., in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, D.C.




12 ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT.

WEAS 26

ANTHONY, POOR & OLIPHANT,

Bankers and Brokers,

No. 19 BROAD STREET, - - NEW YORK.

Buy and Sell on Commission, for Cash, or upon Margin, all Securities
dealt in at the New York Stock Exchange and in all other
markets. Special attention given to

INVESTMENT SECURITIES

And to answering all Inquiries concerning them.

LOANS OF RAILWAY, MUNICIPAL AND OTHER CORPORATIONS NEGOTIATED

J. & W. SELIGMAN & CO.

BANKERS,

Corner Broad Street and Exchange Place, NEW YORK.

Negotiate Railroad and Municipal Loans ; Issue Leffers of
Credit for Foreign and Domestic Travel; Draw Bills
of Exchange on Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia,
on our American and European Houses.

SELIGMAN BROS,, - - - - - - - 3 Angel Court, London, E. C.
SELIGMAN FRERES & CIE, - - - - Boulevard Haussman, 32 bis, Paris.
SELIGMAN & STETTHEIMER, - - - - - - - - Frankfurt.
SELIGMAN, HELLMAN & CO.,, * - - - - - - - New Orleans.
ANGLO-CALIFORNIAN BANK (Limited), - - - - - San Francisco.

|
ALSBERG, GOLDBERG & CO., - - - - - - - - Amsterdam.

@

.i‘\"‘ <
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WINSLOW, LANTER & (0.
BANKERS

—

Corner Nassau and Cedar Sts.,

NEW YORK CITY.

Receive the accounts of Domestic and Foreign Bankers, Corporations
and Merchants.

Negotiate Railroad and Municipal Loans.

Issue Letters of Credit for Foreign and Domestic Travel.

LONDON CORRESPONDENTS :
Union Bank of London.
Messrs. .Glyn, Mills, Currie & Co.

PARIS CORRESPONDENTS :
Messrs. Hottinguer & Cie.
Societe de Depots et de Comptes Courants.




BANKING HOUSE OF |
DREXEL, MORGAN & CO,

Corner of Wall and Broad Streets,

NEW YORK.
Erected 1872-3.

DREXEL & CO., - DREXEL, HARJES & CO.,
PHILADELPHIA. ' PARIS.
AGENTS ANXD ATTORNEYS OF

MESSRS. J. S. MORGAN & CO., LONDON.

DRAW EXCHANGE AT CUSTOMARY USANCHS.
Issme Commercial and Travelers’ Credits.
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COMMERCIAL LAWS.

COMPILED EXPRESSLY FOR THE BANKERS® DIRECTORY.

Caretully Revised up to July 1st, 1880.

ALABAMA.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS and proofs of conveyances may
be taken by Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts
and their Clerks,Chancellors,and Registers in Chancery
Judges of Probate Courts, Justices of the Peace, an
Notaries. In other States they may be taken by Judges
and Clerke of any Federal Court or court of record, the
Mayor or chief magistrate of any_town, city, borough
or county, or & Notary Public. If out of the United
Stateg, by the Judge of aniy court of record, Mayor, or
Chief Magistrate, or any Diplomatic or Consular Agent.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLYENCY. Assignments are
governed by the common law, except that a general
assignment by a debtor giving preference to one or
more cieditors over the remainder shall be and inure
for the benefit of all creditors equally. There is
nobgcneml insolvent law, and no imprisonment for
debt. .

ATTACHMENT process will issue for the collection
of a debt, whether due or not, to recover damages for
breach of contract, or where the action is for damages
alone, upon affidavit by the creditor or his agent that the
debtor abeconds, secretes himself, or resides out of the
State g0 that process can not be served, or is about to
remove or fraudulently dispose of his property, or frau-
dulently withholds money, chattels, or eftects. Plaintiff
must give bond in double the amount claimed. Gar-
nishment process will issue in aid of attachment in all
such casexs. L

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts
have jurisdiction in ail law cases involving over $50.
The Courts of Chancery have exclusive equity jurisdic-
tion. Regular terms of both twice a year in nearly
every county. Chancery Courts have full equity pow-
ers and the city courts of Montgomery, Eufaula and
Mobile have concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit
Courts except as to land titles. Probate Courts hold
term on sccond Monday of each month. Justices of the
Peace have exclusive civil jurisdiction up to $50, con-
current up to $100, and must hold court monthly.
Names of all parties plaintiff and individnal names of
copartners must be given in writs. Non-residents must
give bond for coste. i

ExexprioNs. The homestead of 160 acres, or in a
city, town or village, the lot with dwelling, etc., not
exceeding $2,000 in value, and owned or occupied by any
resident.  Exemption may be waived, but wife must
join in the deed and it muet be acknowledged. Personal
property to value of $1,000 selected by debtor,and wages
to $25 per month, are aleo exempt. Widow's exemption
inclodes also wearing apparel, family books and
pictures, and provisions for twelve months.

Execurions. Writ of fl. fa. is a lien only within the
county in which it is received by the ofticer, on lands
and personalty of defendant subject to levy and sale,

and continues so long as writ ir regularly delivered to
Sheriff without the lapse of an entire term. Execu-
tions issue from Circuit Courts within twenty days
from close of term ; city courts within ten days after
fudgment: Justice's after five days, returnable in not
ess than thirty nor more than sixty days. May be issued
instanter on affidavit of plaintiff or his agent that he
is in danger of losing the fruits of his judgment. No
stay of execution in Circuit Court except by appeal,
which delays collection until afirmance by Supreme
Court, and entails five per cent. damages, with legal
interest and costs. In Justice’s Courts stay is granted
on good security ; below $20, thirty days; over $20,
sixty days. X .

INTEREST. Legal rate is eight per cent., and same is
allowed on all open accounts, judgments and decrees.
Usury forfeits all interest.

JUDGMENTS, in courts of record are proved by a certi-
fled transcript. May be rendered at first term if action
is not dcfenged, and create a lien from date of issuance.

In Justice's Courts judgment may be had after three
daﬂs‘ notice.

IMITATIONS. Notes,six years ; open accounts, three
years ; sealed instruments, ten years; judgments,
twenty ly)'em-s‘ Bar created by statute can only be re-
moved by a partial payment, made on the contract
before the bar is complete, or by an unconditional
promise in writing. Those under fegal disability have
three years after its removal in which to begin suit, but
no action can be commenced after twenty years.
Actionson contracts or writings notunder seal, or for
trespass to real and personal property. or on stated or
liﬁlduted account, must be brought within six years.

ARRIED WoxeN. Wife retains her separate estate
and may devise or bequeath it as if sole. She can not
mortgage her statutory separate estate, nor act as a
dealer in the purchase and sale of goods, and the
husband je made trustee of his wife's estate, although
it is not eubject for payment of hisdebts. Conveyance
of the wife’s estate may be made by husband and wife
jointly in presence of two witnesses, and must be
acknowledged and recorded. Married women may
become free dealers by application to the Court ot
Chancery, and in such cases they manage their property
as_if they were single.

MorTeaGEs are executed and acknowledged in the
same manner as deeds. May be foreclosed by bill in
equity, or, if there be a provigion to that effect, upon
failure to pay any portion of principal or interest.
Two years are ullowed for redemption in each case.
Conveyances of personal property to secure debts, or
provide indemnity, are void against creditors or pur-
chasers without notice, unless recorded.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExcuaNGE. Bills of exchange
and promissory notes payable at a bank or designated
place are governed by commercial law and are negoti-
able instruments. Paper payable in this State entitled
to grace, and falling due on January 1. July 4, or
Christmas, is due on the day previous, or if that be
Sunday, then on Saturday previous. All bonds, con-
tracts, and writings for payment of money or any other
thing, or the performance of any act or duty, are assign-
able by indorsement 8o as to authorize an ‘action there-
on by cach successive indorsee. Acceptances of bills
of exchange must be in writing, but an unconditional
written promise to accept a bill before it is drawn is
an actual acceptance, and any person upon whom a bill
is drawn and who fails to return it within twenty-four
hours is deemed to baveaccepted it. Notes not payable
at any specified place are not entitled to grace.

Prorest. Indorsers of bills of exchange or notes
Bayable at a bank orprivate banking house are charged

v _a notice of protest duly served, without bringing
suit against the maker. Damages on billsof exchange,
whether l'oreign or inland, for non-acceptauce or non-
payment, are five per cent. on the sum drawn for.

Scits. ~ Every action, except upon bills of exchange,
etc., as above, founded cn express or implied contract,
muet be brought in the name of the person really inter-
ested, whether he have the legal title or not.

Taxes. The purchaser of lands sold for delinquent
taxes receives from the collector a certificate of pur-
chase containing a description of the property, the
date and amount of assessment, taxes, coste, fecs, ctc.,
which after the expiration of two years is exchangeable
for a deed from the Probate Court which is prima facie
evidence of title. Lands sold for taxes may be re-
deemed within two years by the owner, mortgagee, or
any person having a beneficial interest therein. If re-
deemed within three months the penalty is ten per
cent.; one year, fifteen per cent.; two years, twenty
per cent., and interest at the rate of eight per cent. per
annum on the purchase money, with all costs of sale,
accrued taxes, and other claima.
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ARIZONA.

The laws of Arizona in relation to arrest on civil
process, attachment, executions, exemption of real and
personal property, homesteads, garnishment. interest,

udgments, and limitations of actions, are similar to
those of California [which see], except that the law
does not provide for any declaration of homestead.
The character of homestead is acquired by actual resi-
dence. There are no insolvent laws in Arizona.
Mortgages on real estate muet be recorded, and chattel
mortgages may be igiveu on all property and furniture
in hotels and public boarding houses, when given to

secure purchase price; on saw mill, grist mill and
steamboat machinery, tools and machinery used by
machinists, foundrymen and other mechanics; steam
boilers, steam engines, locomotives, engines and roll-
ing stock of railroads, printing presses, instruments and
chests of surgeons, physicians and dentists, libraries of
all persore, machinery and apparatus for mining pur-
poses, growing crops, grain in store and ficld, teams,
implements and stock on farm. Mines are not taxed,
but the net proceeds of the same are taxed $2 on the $100.

ARKANSAS.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds within the State may
be taken before a Jud%e or Clerk of the Supreme or
Circuit Court, Judge of County Court, Justice of the
Peace, or Notary Public. Anywhere ¢lse in the United
States, before any Federal, State or Territorial Court
having a seal, or before the Clerk of any such Court,
Mayor or chief officer of any town or city having a
seal of ofice, or any Notary Public. Out of the
United States, before any authorized Court or officer.

ATTACHMENT. Plaintiff in civil action may at or
after commencement thereof have attachment against
property of defendant where said defendant is non-
resident of the State or a foreign corporation, or has
been absent four months from the State, or has depart-
ed from it with intent to defrand his creditors, or has
left the county of his residence to avoid service of a
summons, or conceals himself so thata summons can
not be served upon him, or has transferred, sold, con-
veyed or removed his property out of the State, or is
about to sell, remove or dispose of the same with such
fraudulent intent. Under & writ of attachment debts
due the defendant may be garnisheed. Plaintiff must
give bond with sureties, conditioned to pay all dam-
ages defendant may sustain it the action is wroung-
fully maintained.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Assignments for
the benefit of creditors may be made with or without
preference. Assignee must give bond in double the
amount of property assigned, and must sell within 120
days at auction all the property received by him under
the assignment. . .

Courte. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts
with original iiurisdiction over all civil cases not less
than $100 including interest, are held twice a year in
each county. Justices have original jurisdiction up to
$100, and concurrent up to ?'-)00

ExemprioNs. Homestead of married person or head
ot a tamily in country not exceeding 160 acres, with
improvements, not to exceed $2,500, but in no case can
the homestead be reduced below 80 acres, without re-
gard to value. Tn any town, city or village, homestead
of one acre with improvements,of total value ot $2,500,
not reducible below one-fourth of an acre without re-

ard to value. Personal property ot married person or
Eead ot a family $570 besides wearing apparel, and of
a person unmarried or not head of a family $200 and
wearing apparel.

EXECUTIONS are returnable sixty days from date
from the Circuit Court, and thirty days from Justice's
Court. Where execution has not been stayed, sales
are made on a credit of three months on bond and se-
curity, sald bond having the force ot a judgment if
forteited. Execution may be stayed tor three months
by defendant giving bond with security for judgment,
interest, and costs, which bond has the force and effect
of a judgment. .

INTEREST. Legal rate is six per cent., but contracts
may be made for any rate not exceefling ten per cent.
Interest beging to run on an open account from the
time payment is unreasonably withheld. Judgments
bear the same interest as contract sued on, it in such
instrument the words “until paid’’ are used concerning
the payment of interest. But if the words per annum
alone are used, theu, regardless of the rate stipulated,
the judgment would draw six per cent. Usury forfeits
principal and interest. X

JupeMENTS and decrees of Circuit Courts are liens on
real estate of defendant within the county in which
the Court is held and on gersonal property from the
time execution is received by the Sheriff. Judgments
of Justices of the Peace become a lien on real estate by
filing a transcript with the Clerk of the Court, and are a
lien on pergonal property from the time execution is

received by the constable. Executions may be issued
ou judgment until it is barred by the statute ot limita-
tions. Judgments are rendered at first term of a court
of record if no defense is made.

LiMiTATIONs. Accounts, three years; notes, five
years; sealed instruments and judgments, ten years. A
writcen acknowledgment of indebtedness and promise
to pay, or a part payment, revives the debt. Limita-
tions of actions for the recovery of real estate, seven
years. Usual saving clause in favor of infants, married
women, and insane persons, but not as to non-residents.

MARRIED WoMEN. Married women have the same
absolute and unqualified right in property of every de-
scription, when acquired, as femes 8ole, and the rame
is not liable for debts or contracts of the hushand. To
entitle a married woman to her right as to personal
property, she mugt canse such separate property to be
recorded in her name in the county of her residence.
She may carry on business on her sole and separate ac-
count, and she may sue or be gued alone on account of
her separate property, business, or services; and she
may contract and bind herself in respect to such sepa-
rate property or business, and no such contract shall be
binding on her husband, or render him or his property
in any way liable therefor. 1In all actions where a mar-
ried woman is a party —except as to such separate prop-
erty or business—her husband must be joined with her
in the suit. Widow takes dower in one-third of all
lands of which the hushand was seized of an estate of
inheritance during marriage, unless legally relin-

uished; also aun absolute one-third of all personalty.
Where there are no children she takes one-half of
realty for life, and absolute one-half of all personalty.

MoRrTeAGES are acknowledged same as deeds, and are
not liens until filed for record, though good between the
parties. May be foreclosed by complaint in equity.
Chattel mortgages must be proved as other mort-
gages. May Dbe filed and not recorded at option of
mortgagee, and are liens from time of filing. Trust
deeds must be acknowledged and filed same as mort-

ages. Before rale under mortgages, the ropert[\]' must

e appraised, and must bring two-thirds of the ap-
praised value, or it is reserved from sale twelve months
if real estate, and sixty days if personal property. At
second offering it is sold for what it will bring.

NoTES AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE. Foreign and inland
bills of exchange are governed by mercantile law as to
days of grace, protest and notice. All indorsers or
assignors of any instrument in writing assignable by
law, which by its terms is payable ‘ without discount
or defalcation,” may be notitied of non-payment or pro-
test of such instrument, and are equally liable with the
maker, obligee, or payee, and may be sued for the same
at the same time with the maker, obligee, or payee
thereof, or may be ~ued separately.

Surr in the Circuit Court is commenced by filing
written complaint signed by the party or his attorney,
verified by aftidavit of the party, but such verification
is not required where the complaint is founded on a
bill, note, or other written obligation. The first term
is_trial term where the summons has been served
within the county ten days before the beginnins of
term—twenty days elsewhere in the State, or sixty days
outside the State.

Taxes must be paid between December 15 and April
20 of each year next succeeding that in which they are
assessed. Ifnot paid within the time required by law
25 per cent. penalty is added, and lands are advertised
for two weeks and sold. Lands may be redeemed
within two years by payment of purchase meney, pen-
alty, and costs, and 10 per cent. interest per anuum.
Sale conveys absolute title, subject to such redemp-

on.
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CALIFORNIA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF DEEDs. Real estate is trans-
ferred by what is known as a ‘‘grant,” which con-
tains a description of the property. Deeds, though not
recorded, are valid between the parties thereto and as
to all other persons having actual notice, but absolutely
void as to all persons without notice. Proof or ac-
knowledgment of an instrument may be made within
the State before any Judge or Clerk ofa court of record,
Recorder, Justice of the Peace, or Notary Public.
Without the State. but within the United States, before
any judicial ofticer, Commissioner, or Notary, and in
foreign countries before any Diplomatic or Consular
Agent or Judge of a court of record, Commissioner, or
Notary Public. A conveyance by a married woman has
no validity until acknowledged.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENcCY. No assignment of
an insolvent debtor is valid unless in conformity with
the Insolvency Laws of the State.

ATTACHMENT will issue in an action upon a contract,
express or implied, for the direct payment of money,
where the contract is made or is payable in this State,
and is not secured by any mortgage or lien upon real or
personal proyerty, or any tsaledge of personal property;
or if originally so secured, such security has, without
any act of the plaintiff, or the person to whom the se-
curity was given, become valueless: also in an action
upon a contract, express or implied, against a defend-
ant not residing in this State. Garnishee process can
be had in all cases where propeity is liable to attach-
ment. Defendant may be arrested in a civil action
arising upon contract where he is about to remove
from the State, or has removed or digposed of his lprop-
erty with intent to defraud creditorg, or was guilty of
fraud in contracting the debt.

CourTs. Terms and Jurisdiction. After Jan. 1,
1880, under the new constitution of the State, the Dis-
trict and County Courts are abolished and merged into
Superior Courts. which are always open for the trans-
action of business, there being one in each of the or-
ganized counties. Such courts have original jurisdic-
tion in all equity cases, all suits involving the title or

ossession of real property, or the legality of taxes, and
in all other cases in which the demand amounts to $300,
exclusive of interest. Justices of the Peace have ju-
riediction up to $300.

ExEcUTIONS from any court may issue immediately
on rendition of judgment, or at any time within five
years, and as often within that period as any part of the
judgment remains uneatisfled. If not coilected within
five yeargs, judgment must be renewed by suit. Execu-
tions are returnable not less than ten nor more than
sixty days after receipt by the Sheriff. The court
in which an action has been tried has discretionary
power to grant a reasonable stay of execution. Lands
sold under execution are subject to redemption by the
judgment debtor or his successor in interest, or by any
creditor having a lien, on payment within gix months
of the purchase money, with interest at two per cent.
per month.

ExemprioNs. The homestead, not exceeding $5.000
in value, if declaration of homestead is properly filed
in the Recorder’s office of the county where situate, by
a husband or wife, or other head of a family, is exempt
from execution except in the following cases: 1st,
where the judgment was obtained before the declara-
tion of homestead ; 2d, on judgments for liens of me-
chanics, laborers or vendors of the land ; 3d, on debts
secured by mortgage on the land, executed by the hus-
band and wife, or an nnmarried claimant; 4th, on dehts
secured by morti;zge on the land before the declaration
of h ead. Hc d of a single person not ex-
ceeding $1,000 in value, is exempt. Personal Ero erty
exempt includes chairg, tables, deeks, and books, $200;
necessary household and kitchen furniture, sewing
machine, stoves, beds, etc., provisions for family for
three months, three cows, four hogs, two horses, oxen,
or mules, and seed grain reserved up to $200; tools and
implements of a mechanic or artisan, instruments of a
phyeician and profestional library of attorney, minister,
editor, or echool teacher, a miner’s cabin, not ex-
ceeding $500 in value, also sluices, pipes, tools, etc.,
neceseary for his business, not exceeding $500, two
horees or mules with harness, and the miner’s claim
worked by him and not excceding $1,000 in value, are
also exempt. A drayvman may retain two oxen, horses,
or mules, with harness and wagon or dray. Earnings
within thirty days of levy, it necessary for support
of family; shares in homestead ussociations up to
$1,000, if debtor has no homestead selected; and life
insurance policies and all benefits accruing therefrom,
made in any company organized under the laws of this

State, provided the annual preminm does not exceed
$500, are all exempt. But all things above mentioned
are liable for debts incurred for their purchase.

INTEREST. The legal rate is seven per cent., but

arties may agree on any rate, and there is no penalty
Lr usury. Judgments bear geven per cent. per annum
from date of entry.

JUDGMENTS in courts of record where no defense is
made are entered immediately after expiration of time
designpated in the summong for defendant’s appearance.
Are liens for two years on all real estate of the debtor
within the county, which may be extended to other
counties by filing a certified copy of the docket in
the office of the County Recorder. Judgments in Jus-
glced 8 Courts have the same effect when transcript is

ed.

LIMITATION® To SUITs. Actions must be brought as
follows: Within five years, upon a judgment or decree
of any court of the United States, or of any State
within the United States, or an action for mesne profits
of real property; within four years, an action upon
any contract, obligation, or liability, founded upon an
instrument of writing executed in this State— (prom-
issory notes included); within three years, an action
upon a liability created by statute—other than a pen-
alty or forfeiture; for trespass upon real property; for
taking. detaining, or injuring any goods or chattels—
including actions for the epecific recovery of personal

ro%erty; for relief on the ground of fraud or mistake.

ithin two years, upon a contract, obligation, or lia-
bility—not founded upon an instrument in writing, and
on promissory notes and other written instruments
executed out of this State.

MARRIED WoOMEN. All property acquired in any
manner before marriage, or afterward, by gift, bequest,
devise, or descent, is wife's separate property, and
controlled as if fcme sole. All property acquired after
marriage by husband or wife, except as above, shall be
common ptogert . Earnings of wife are not liable for
debts of the husband, but he controls the community
property. Dower and curtesy are unknown, but the
widow takes half the common property after p yment
of debts and expenees of administration. A married
woman may dirpose of all her separate estate by will
without consent of her husband.

MoRTGcAGES of real estate do not require the wife's
signature unless the property is the homestead or her
own separate estate. They are executed and acknowl-
edged in the same manner as deeds. Chattel mort-
gages to be valid against persons other than the parties
thereto must show the residence and trade of the
mortgagor and mortgagee, the rate of interest charged
and when and where it is payable, and mortgagor an
mortgagee must each make affidavit that the mortgage
is bona fide and made without design to defraud or
delay creditors. The same equity of redemption ex-
ists in lands sold under mortgage as under execution.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE are governed by the
civil code. Notice of dishonor may be given by the
holder or any party to the instrument who may be
called on to pay it, and muet be in writing. Days of
grace are not allowed. The 1st of January, 22d of Feb-
ruary, 4th of July, 25th of December, day of State elec-
tion, and Thankegiving Day, are le;ﬁa] holidays. Dam-
ages instead of interest to time of dishonor are allowed
on dishonored billg, drawn or negotiated in this State,
as follows: two per cent. of the amount if drawn on a
person in this State; five per cent. on a person out of
the State west of the Rocky Mountains; ten per cent.
on a person east of the Rocky Mountains, and fifteen
per cent. if on a person in a foreign country. The ap-
parent maturity of a bill of exchange or promisrory
note payable at sight or on demand, and bearing inter-
ext, is one year from its fate: if it does not bear interest,
ten days from date on bills and gix monthe on promigsory
notes, and when the latter are payable at a certain time
after sight or demand, said time is added.

Suirs. Where Brought. There is but one form ot
action, commenced by filing a written complaint with
the clerk of the court; or if in a Justice's Court it may
be by filing a cogy of the note, bill, or account, on
which action is bhrought. Summons must be iscued
within one year after complaint is filed, and if defend-
ant evades service he ms,{l be mnotified by publication.
In the Superior Courts the defendant is allowed ten
days after the service of summons and complaint to ap-
pear and answer the complaint, where service is made
within the county in which the action is brought:
twenty daye if served out of the county but in the dis-
trict in which the action is brought; and forty days if
gerved elsewhere. In Justice's Courts five days are
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allowed defendant to answer where summons is served
in the townshigwherc action is brought: ten days if
served out of the township but in the county in which
action is brought, and twenty days if served clsewhere.

TAXEs become delinquent on the first Monday in
January, after which, five per cent. is added. Delin-
%neut list is published on or before the first Monday in

‘ebruary, and sale is made in front of the court house
not less than twem{-one nor more than twenty-cight
days after first publi

erty are a lien on real estate of same owner. Owner of
real estate rold for taxes may redeem witbin one year
by paying the amount and fifty per cent. additional to
the County Treasurer. [NoTt.—The new Constitution
provides that each taxpayer must furnish a sworn state-
ment of his property, and alzo provides for the collec-
tion of an income tax an {)}olbtax. In thie as
in some other points affected by the new Constitu-
tion the Legislature is charged with the passage of laws

cation. Taxes on personal prop- | necessary to carry out the constitutional provisions.]

COLORADO.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds within the State may
be taken before any Justice, Clerk, or Deputy Clerk,
of the Supreme or District Courts, County Judge,
County Clerk or Recorder, Justice of the Peace, or
Notary Public. In other of the United States and
Territories, before the Secretary of State, under the seal
of the State, any authorized ofticer of said State or
Territory, or any Commigsioner of Deeds. In foreign
countries, before any Judge of a court of record,
Mayor or chief officer of any city or town having a seal,
or any Congul of the United States. The Act of 1879
provides that ** Deeds, bonds and agreements in writing,
conveying lands, or any interest therein, or affecting
title thereto, may bc acknowledged or proved before
any clerk of the Circuit or District Court of the United
States for the district of Colorado, or any deputy ot
such cterk; such clerk certifving such acknowledg-
ment under the seal of such court respectively.”

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLvENCY. There are no statu-
tory enactments whatever concerning insolvency or
assignments.

ATTACHMENT. Where defendant is & non-resident or
a foreign corporation, or a corporation whose chief
ofti-e or place of business is out of the State, or has
been four months absent from the State, evades serv-
ice, attempts to remove or franduently conveys, trans-
fers, aseigns or conceals his propel't¥. or where the
debt was fraudulently contracted, plaintiff may obtain
a writ of attachment by making affidavit to the facts
and giving bond with security in double the amount
claimed. Garnishee process will issue in aid of attach-
ment or execution where sufficient property to satisfy
the same is not found by the officer. Imprisonment
for debt is abolished, and no civil action can be begun
by arrest, but in actions founded upon a tort where the
jur, find that in committing the tort defendant was
guilty of malice, frand, or willful deceit, execution may
issue against the defendant’s body, and he may be im-
prisoned not exceeding one year, or until the judgment
18 ratixfied.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
hold from one to two terms & year in each county (three
in Lake and Arapahoe counties). They have original
jurisdiction in all cases, both of law and equity. County
Courts are held in the counties of Arapahoe, Lake, Car-
bonate, El Paso, Park, Sagauche, Summit, Rio Grande,
and We!d, six times a year, and in the other counties
four times. They have exclusive probate powers, and
concurrent jurisdiction with the District Courts where
the debt, damages or claim does not exceed $2,000.
Justices of the Peace have civil jurisdiction up to $300.

ExEecuTioNs may be issued from all courts immedi-
ately on entering judgment, and become a lien at once
on all personal property of defendant within the county.
When issued from a court of record, are returnable in
ninety days; from a Justice’s Court, thirty days; and
land on which defendant resides must be tuken last.
Defendant or legal representative has six months in
which to redeem lands rold under execution; judgment
creditors may redeem after six and within ninc months.
Where execution is returned unsatisfied, judgment
debtor may be required to answer under oath touching
his property, and if it appears by affidavit that there
is danger of his absconding, he may be arrested and
held t]o bail. There is no stay of execution except by
appeal. .

ExeEmPTIONS. Homestead consisting of house and
lot or lots in any town or city, or of 2 farm of any num-
ber of acres, #o that the value does not exceed $2,000,
when guch homestead has been entered of record as
such, and is occupied by a householder, the head of a
family. Personal property exemgt includes all wear-
ing a{yparel of the debtor and his family, pictures,
school books and library, beds and bedding, stoves,
cooking utensils, and houzehold furniture, not exceed-
ing $100; provisions for six months, tools, implements,
or stock in trade, up to $200; one cow and calf, ten

sheep and necessary food for six months; working
animals, up to $200; the library and implements of a
professional man up to $300. Perxon¢ not the heads
of families are entitled to tools, working animals, and
stock in trade, not exceeding $300 in value.

INTEREST. The legal rate where no agreement is
made is ten per cent. and the same is allowed on judg-
ments and county orders, and eight per cent. on State
warrants. There are no usury laws.

JUDGMENTS are liens upon real estate within the
county as soon as abstracts thereof are filed of record
in the oftice of the County Recorder and not betore, and
may be extended to other counties by ﬂ]ing transcript.
Lien continues gix years from entry of judgment, pro-
vided execution be issued on the judgment within one
year.

Lmrrations To Soirs. The Act which went into
effect May 15, 1879, provides that an action accrued out
of the State upon a contract or agreement, express
or implied, or upon any sealed instrument or judgment
of any court more than six years before commencement
of the action, is barred. On notes, accounts, bonds, etc.,
when the cause of action accrued within the State, the
limit is six years. Bills for relief on the ground of
fraud, must be filed within three years from discovering
the fraud.

MaRRIED WOMEN r:tain their separate property, real
and personal, owned at marriage or acquired thercafter
by gift, devise, descent, or bequest—including presents
from the husband—for their own separate use, and not
liable for their husbands’ debts. ‘They may carry on
trade or business, rue and be sued, contract debts, and
execute promissory notes, bonds, bills of e¢xchange,
and other instruments, precisely as if sole, and may
convey real estate without the husband joining in the
deed. In all actions against a married woman, except
as touching her separate property, the husband must
be joined as a co-defendant. A married woman may
make a will, but can not bejueath more than haif her
property away from her husband witnout his consent in
wr.ting. Dower is abolished, and the estate of an in-
testate descends to the surviving wife or husband
where there are no children, or descendants of children;
in other cases survivor takes one-half, subject to pay-
ment of debts. The husband can not by will deprive his
wife of over one-half of his property.

MorreAaEs. There are no statutory Frovisions ex-
cept as to foreclosure and redemption from sale, the
same time being allowed for redemption ae in sales
under execution. Trust deeds are common, and lands
or real estate so'!d by a trustee under deed a of trust are
not redeemable. Chattel mortgages, to be valid as to
third parties, must be acknowl:dged before a Justice
or Notary Public of the nearest precinct, and recorded
in the Recorder’s office, unless possession of the chat-
tels actually passes. They may be given for a term of
two years, and, after de!aunlt, mortgagee must not delay
in taking pos<sessgion, or his lien will be invalidated as
to third parties.

NoTES AND BiLLs OF EXCHANGE. Promissory notes,
due bills, bonds, and other instruments in writing, are
negotiable by indorsement, and if made payable to a
gerson or bearer, do not pass by delivery only, but must

e assigned by indorsement, 8o as absolutely to vest
the property in each aseignee successively. Assignee
must use due dilizence against the maker before he
can hold the assignor liable. Three daye of grace are
allowed on notes and bills, except dra!ts payable ta
sight, and checks for fuods d :posited subject to draft
at sight. Paper maturing on Sunday, Fourth of July,
Christmas, or any day set apart by the Presidentof the
United States, or the Governor, as a day of fasting or
thanksgiving, is deen.ed to fall due the previous day,
and may be presented and protested accordingly. Pro-
test is necessary on bills of exchange drawn by parties
in the State on parties residing without the State, for
non-acceptance or non-payment; and the drawer or
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indorser thereof, due notice being given of such non”
acceptance or non-payment, must pay said bill, with
legal interest thereou from the time such bill ought to
have heen {mid, aud ten per cent. damages in addition,
together with the costs and charges of protest.

Sourra. There is but one form of civil action, com-
menced in courts of record by filing a written com-
plaint with the Clerk, and in Justice's Courts by sum-
mons, stating amount of demand. Summons must be
issued within one month from filing complaint, and de-
fendant is required to answer or stand defanlt within
ten days, if served within the county; twenty days
within the district but outside the county, and forty
days elsewhere in the State. Service may be had by
publication where defendant resides out of the State,
or has departed from it, or conceals himself, or can not
be found. In Justice’s Conrt, service must be had three
days before return day, which is fixed at five days trom

the issnance of summons. Non-residents must give
security for costs at the time of commencing action.

TAxES are a perpetual lien on real estate until paid.
It is the duty of persons snbject to taxation to attend
at the Treasurer's office and pay their State and count
taxes between November 1 and December 80 of eac
year, and after January 1 taxe<draw interest at the rate
of twenty-five per cent. per annum. Real estate delin-
quent is advertised in April by the County Treasurer
and soldin June. May be redeemed in three years by
payment of amount for which it was sold, with interest
as above, and penalty of fifteen per cent, additional if
redeemed within thrce months; twenty-five per cent.
over three months and within a_year; forty per cent.
over one year and within two, and fifty per cent. if over
two and within three years, with all subsequent taxes
paid by purchaser, and twenty-five per cent. interest per
annum thereon. :

CONNECTICUT.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds of land must be in writ-
ing, subscribed and sealed by the grauntor, attested by
two witnesser, and personallfv acknowledged. An ac-
knowledgment, whether within or without the State, is
sufficient if made beforc a Judge of any court of
record, Justice of the Peace, Notary, or any officer em-
powered by law to receive acknowledgments. Within
the State, deeds may also be acknowledged bhefore
Judges of Probate, Commissioners of the School Fund,
Clerks of the Superior Court, and Town Clerks. In
foreign countries, before a United States Consul, Notary
Public, or Justice of the Peace.

ASSIGNMENTS aND INsOLVENcY. Volantary assign-
ments in insolvency can be made by any debtor to a
trustee of his own selection, subject to the substitution
of another bv the Probate Court, if deemed proper.
Assigning debtor muxst lodge with Court of Probate a
list verified under oath of hir creditors and schedule
of his property. 0{)Pnl)lie Acts, 1830, p. 523.] A
creditor for over $100, having brought suit and finding
no property to attach, may apply to the Probate Court
for the appointment of a trustee in insolvency of the
debtor's estate. A hearing is had, and, if the petition
is granted, trustee takes all debtor's estate not exempt;
and all incomplete levies or attachments on mesne
ggocess commenced withjn sixty days previous, are

issolved. Three to #ix months are allowed to prove

claims, which are passed upon by commixsioners
arpolutcd for that purpose. The debtor receives an
allowance for his support and that of his family, and if
the estate pavs seventy per cent. of all claims proved,
he obtains a full discharge. Debtors may be arrested in
actions for fraud or torts, and cun give bail to the officer
making the arrest, for their appearance before the court
to which the writ for arrest is returnable. A debtor
committed to {]ail on civil process can be released on
taking an oath that he has not any real or personal
estate in possession, reversion or remainder, of the
value of $17 in the whole, or sufficicnt to pay the
demand for which he i3 imprisoned, except what is by
law exempted from belu% taken ou execution; and that
he has not, directly or indirectly, sold, or otherwise
dixposed of, all or any part of his estate, therebv to
secure the same, or to receive or expect any profit or
advantage therefrom. or to defrand or deceive his credit-
ora. The debtor will not be released if his oath is
overcome by rebutting evidence. All debts due any
laborer or mechanic for personal wages for labor Per-
formed within three months next preceding the assign-
ment are to be paid in full to the amount of $100, before
the genceral liabilities of the debtor are paid.

ATTACHMENT ir served by attaching goods or lands of

defendant, or, if none be found, by attaching the per-
aon when liable. Non-rerident plaintift must furnish
bond for costs. Goods concealed in hands of agents,
or debts due to the defendant, are reached by foreign
attachment, which takes the place of garnishment. No
assignment of future earnings will prevent their at-
tachment when earned unless made to secure a bona

HMde debt, due at the date of such assignment, the

amount of which shall be stated therein as nearly as
possible, nor unless the term for which they are
assigned shall be definitely limited in the assignment,
por unless recorded, before such attachment in the
Town Clerk's office in the town where the assignor
resides, or if he reside without the State in the town
where the employer resides and a copy left with the
employer. [Public Acts, 1878, p. 263.]

OURTs. T'erms and Jurisdiction.” Superior Court
holds from two to four terms per year in each county

for the trial of civil causes, and has exclusive jurisdic-
tion in all law and equity cases exceeding $500. Court
of Common Pleas in Hartford, Fairfield, New London
and New Haven counties. has exclusive law and equity
Jjurisdiction above $100 and below $500, and in quw

Haven county only concurrent jurisdiction with the

Superior Court above $50) and up to $1,000. Four terms

cach year arc held in each of the counties named.

District Court has jurisdiction in Litchfield county up

to $1.000, and there are City Courts with limited civil

jurisdiction in many of thecities. Probate Courts deal

with the settlement of estates and insolvency proceed-

ings. a}srigﬂJuﬁtlces of the Peace have civil jurisdiction

up to .

ExEcuTIoNs issue on the return of final judgment,
and are returnable within sixty days. No execution
issued in an action founded on contract merely can be
levied on the body of the debtor except for breach of
promise of marriage, misconduct orneglect in oftice or
professional employment, or breach of trust. Real es-
tate levied on must be appraised by three indifferent
persons. Stay of execution only on appeal, or in special
causes atdiscretion of court.

ExemptioNs. No Homestead law. Of the property of
any one person, his necessary apparel and bedding
and household furniture necessary for supporting life;
arms, military equipments, uniforms or musical in-
striments owned by any member of the militia for
military purposes; any pension moneys received from
the United States while in the hands of the pensioner;
implements of the debtor's trade, his library not ex-
ceeding $500 in value; one cow not exceeding $150 in
value; any number of shecp not exceeding ten nor ex-
ceedingin all $150 in valne; two swine and the pork
Hroduced from two swine, or two swine and two hun-

red pounds of pork; poultry not exceeding $25 in
value; certain specified family stores; one stove and
the pipe belonging thereto: the horse of any practicinﬁ
Ehysician or surgeon of a value not exceeding $200, an

ix saddle, bridle, harness and buggy; one boat used
in the business of planting or taking oysters or clams,
or shad, with the sails, tackle, rigging and implements
used in said business not exceeding in value $200; one
sewing machine in use; one pew in church in use, and
lots in burying ground, appropriated hs' its owner for
the burial Y‘Ince of uny person or family: €0 much of
any debt which has accrued by reason of the personal
services of the debtor as shall not exceed $10, or if he
have a wifeor family as shall not exceed $25, and all
henefits allowed by any association of persons in this
State toward the support of its members, incapacitated
by sickness or infirmity, shall be exempted from for-
clgn attachment or execution, provided that in suits
brought to recover any debt for house rent, provisions,
wearing apparel or fuel, $10 only shall be exempted,
and no exemption allowed for debts for personal board
furnished for the debtor or his family. Minors' wages
to amount of $10 exempt, but no exemption when debt
is for personal board or necessaries furnished minor
g:)garems of said minor. [Public .Acts, 1880, p.

0.

INTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent.; no penalty for
usury.

JUDGMENTS carry gix per cent. interest, but are not
liens, and execution may be had at ang time during the
life of hoth parties. Judgment may be obtained with-
in the firat three days of term to which suit is brought,
unless debtor makes reasonable defense. Certificatc of
jud[;ment may be recorded by judgment creditor or his
assignee in town clerk’s oftice, and such judgment from




24 COMMERCIAL LAWS.

the time of filing such certificate £hall constitute a lien
upon the real estate described in such certificate, and if
such lien be placed uponreal estate attached in the suit
upon which such juagment was predicated and within
four monthe after such judgment wae rendered, it chall
hold from the date of such attachment. Suchlien may
be foreclosed or redeemed in the skame manner a8 mort-
gggc]:e upon the same estate. [Public Acts 1818, page

LIMITATIONS TO SUITS. Open accounts and contracts
not under geal, #ix years; inetruments in writing and
promisgory notes not megotiable, seventeen years; ex-
press contracts not specified, and of which there is no
written memorandum, three years. Usual exceptione
in favor of married women, minore, lunatics, and those
impriconed. The time during which the party against
whom there may be such cause of action shall be with-
out the State, shall be excluded from the computation.
Title to real estate by adverse possession may he gained
in fifteen years.

MARRIED WOMEN. Bf a law paesed in 1877, neither
husband nor wife shall acquire any interest in the
estate of the other by force of a marriage contracted
subsequent to April 20, 1877, except as to the share of
the survivor in the property of the other: and in such a
marriage, the separate earnings of the wife shall be her
sole property, and the wife shall have power to make
contracts with third persons, and to convey to them her
real or perronal estate in the same manner as if she
were unmarried. All her property shall be liable to he
taken for her debts in the same manner and to the same
extent as if she was unmnrried—exceft that the prop-
erty of the husband, when found, shall be firet applied
to satisfy liabilitiee incurred for the support of the
family. On the death of the husband or wife, the sur-
vivor, (except where by a written contract made before
marriage, or after, either party has received from the
other what was intended as a provision in lieu of the
statutory share) shall be entitled to the use for life of
one-third in value of all the property, real or personal,
owned by the other at the time of his or her deccase,
after the payment of all debts and charger aliowed
against the estate. The right to such third can not be
defeated by will. Where there is no will the survivor
shall take such third absolutely, and if there are no
children, ehall take one-half absolutely.

In cases of marriages contracted prior to April 20,
1877, the husband and wife may enter into a written
contract for the mutual abandonment of all rights of
either in the property of the other under previous
statutes, or at common law, and for the acceptance in-
stead thereof of the rights given by act of 1877, and
when ruch contract is rccorded in the Probate Court of
the district and the Town Clerk’s office in the town
where they reride, the provisions of act of 18:7 shall
apply to such marriages.

n marriages contracted prior to April 20, 1877, the
wife remains under the same disabilities as before
the law of 1877 was passed, (unless written contract
is made and recorded as above wentioned). that is, her
husband must join her in all conveyances of her estate,
and an action can be eustained against her only for
torts committed by her and upon contracts made by
her, u|pon her 1'pereonal credit, and for the benefit of
herself, her family or her joint or separate estate.
Contracts which by express agreement charge estate
held to her sole and eeparate use may be enforced
against such estate. Her property is not liable for her
husband’s debts nor can his interest in her estate be
taken for his debts. Any married woman may make a
will subject to the marital rights of her husband.

Dower exists only in real estate of which the hus-
band was reized at his death.

The husband acquires a right to the use of all the
land of his wife during her life, and if he has a child

by her. and survives her, then during his own lifc as
tenant by curtesy.

Personal propertg of any woman married girce
June 22d, 184Y, and before April 20, 1877, vests in her
hueband ae trustee, to ure the income during his life,
subject to the duty of ex%ending what may be neces-
sary of such income for the support of his wite durin
her life and of their ehildren during their minority, uné
of expending anLy part of the principal that may be
neceerary for the support of the wife, or otherwise
with her written assent.

Upon the death of the husband the remainder te be
traneferred to the wife if living, otherwice ag the wife
may by will have directed. or in default of such will, to
those entitled by law to succeed to her intestate estate.

By a law pasred in 1878, all proreny thereafter ac-
quired by any married woman =hall be held by her to
her role and separate use.

MoORTGAGEs of real estate are executed, acknowl-
edged and recorded in the game manner as deeds, and
are foreclored by bill in equity. The equity of redemp-
tion exirts for a limited time fixed by the court (usual-
ly from two to six months). Chattel mortgages to be
good against third partier, where the mortgagor retains
posgesgion, must he exeeuted, acknowledged and re-
corded as mortgages of land, and can only be made of
the following described personal property—with or
without the real estate in which the game is rituated or
used—namely: machinery, engines or implements sit-
uated and ueed in any manul%cturing or mechanical
establishment. machinery. engines, implements. cases,
types, cuts or plates situated and used in any printing,
publishing or engraving establishment, hourehold fur-
niture in a dwelling house used by the owner therein in
hourekeeping: hay and tobacco in the leaf in any
building. Hotel keepers may mortgage the turniture,
fixtures and other perronal chattelg contained and
ueed in the hotels occupied by them or employed in
connection therewith. Chattel mortgages are fore-
closed by rale under order of court.

NoTES AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. No dayr of grace,
unless specitied, are allowed on non-negotiable notes,
or on paper payable at right or on demand. Promis-
sory notes, made payable to order or bearer, for the
payment of money, alone are negotiable. A negotiable
gromissor note payable on demand is regarded as

ishonored if unpaid four months after date. Demand
and reasonable notice are necesesary to bind indorsers.
Notes or bills falling due upon any holiday, to wit: 1st
of January, 22d of Fohruar{,.aom of May, 4th of July,
Deccember 25th, Thanksgiving, or Fast Day, are pre-
sentable for payment or acceptance on the fecular da
nexl preceding such holiday. Damages for proteste
bille, foreign, are from two 10 eight per cent., according
to location of State where protested.

Suirse. Process in civil actions is by summons or
attac!'ment. All processes before the Superior Court,
District Court, or Court of Common Fleas, must he
served at leart twelve days hefore the session of the
court; in Court of Common Pleas for New Haven
county, where defendants reride in town of New
Haven, service made six days inclusive before the ses-
sion of the court is sufficient; before a Justice, six
days. Whete therc is process of garnishment, gar-
nirhee must be served with copy of writ twelve
beloxt-e seesion of the court, whether Justice or other
court.

Taxes. Land may be sold for delinquent trxes after
due advertising, only 0 much being sold ae is neres-
sary to pay taxes and coste. Owner hae ore year in
which to rcdeem, by paying the puichase money, with
twelve per cent. interest. Apy mortgagec or creditor
of the owner may redeem within the year, and may hold
the estate ar sccurity for the purchace money and in-
terest as afcresaid.

DAKOTA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds or instruments within
the Territory may be made before a Justice or Clerk of
the Supreme Court, and within the judicial dietiict,
county subdivizion, or city for which the officer was
elected or appointed, before the Judge or Clerk of any
court of record, Mayor, Justice of the Peace, Register
of Deeds, or Notary Public. If without the Territory,
before any Judge or Clerk of a court of record of the
United States. or any State or Territory, Notary Public
or Commisrioner of Deeds. In forcign countries, be-
fore a Minister, Commissioner, Dipl-matic or Consular
AFent of the United States, ora Judge or Notary Public
of #aid country. Letters patent from the United States
and final Receiver’s receipts from the United States

Land Offices may be recorded without acknowledg-
ment or further proof.

ASBIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Imsolvent debtor
may in good faith make asgignment in trust for benefit
of creditors which may provide for any subsisting lia-
bility of the assignor, whether absolute or contingent.
Such asrignment ir subject to provisions of the code
relative to trusts and fraudulent transfers. Any debtor
may make assignment, with or without congent of ered-
itors, and be thereby discharged from all his debts and
liabilities.

ATTACHMENT precess ifsues at the time of granting
the summons or at any time afterward in actions on
contractx for the recovery of money only, or for wrong-

ays
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ful conversion of personal property, against a foreign
corporation or non-resident delendant, or when defend-
ant has ahscouded or concealed himse f, or has assigned,
disposed of, or secreted his property, or is about to do
so with intent to defraud creditors. Plaintiff must
make affidavit and furnish bond in not less than $259
and equal to the amount specified in District Courts,
and at lecast $50 and not exceeding $300 in Justice’s
Courts. Reat and personal groperty, debts, moneys,
credits and hank-notes may be attached, but there is
no process of garnishment.

CoURTS. Teérms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
have exclusive chancery and common law jurisdiction
above $100, and where title to real property is con-
cerned. Courts it twice a year in nearly all' the
countiee. Probate Courts hold six terms a year, and
are always open for business. Justice’s juriediction,
$100. District Courts have also concurrent jurisdic-
tion with Justice’s Courts for sums less than §100.

ExenpPrioNs. Homestead; one acre if within a town
plat and 160 acres if not, with house and appurtenances,
unlimited in value. Exemption is absolute except
as to taxes, mechanics’ lien for work on the home-
stead, und debts created for the purchase thercof. Per-
sonal property exempt, $1,500, Eesides wearing appar-
el, books to $100, provisions for one year, fumily pic-
tures, etc.

ExEcuTiONs issue as of course at any time within
five years after judgment, and must be returned with-
in sixty days. Lands levied on need not be appraised,
but notice of sale must be given. Same provisions ap-
ply in Justice's Courts. Thereis no stay law, and exe-
cution can only be stayed by order of the court for
irregularity, by injunction, or by appeal with security
given. Real estate sold under execution may be re-

eemed within one year.

INTEREST. Legal rate seven per cent., hut parties
may contract in writing for twelve per cent. Usury
forfeits all interest. Interest on open accounts runs
from date of last item charged, whether debit or credit.
Legal rate allowed on judgments. .

UDGMENTS of courts of record or Justice's Courts
are a lien on all real estate except the homestead for
ten years trom time such judgment is docketed in the
Clerk’s office of the county where the land is sitnated.
In courts of record may be obtained within thirty days
after service of summons and complaint; in Justice's
Courts, four days, whereno defense is interposed.

LimitatioNs. Personal actiong, two years; on con-

tracts or obligations, six years; on sealed instruments,
judgments ordecrees of any court, and in real actions,
twenty years,

MARRIED WOMEN rctain their own real and personal
property, and may make contracts, sue and be rued
as if sole. Neither husband nor wife has any interest
in the property ot the other. Dower and curtesy are
abolished.

MORTGAGES of realty must be in writing, with the
formalities required in case ot a grant of real estate.
Wife need not join except in mortgage of homestead.
It containing power of eale, may be foreclosed by adver
tisement without intervention of court. Mortgagee
has posgession of the premires during the year of re-
demption after sale. Chattel mortgages are void as
againet creditors and Ellbﬂeql:lel.\t purchasers in good
taith unlees recorded within the county.

NoTes AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. Three days of
grace allowed on all bille of exchange or sight drafts,
whether toreign or domestic, and on all promissor;
notes. bills of exchange and drafts, on the face of whic
time is specified, and notes on demand for payment of
same. Acceptances must be in writing by the drawee
or an acceptor for honor. To hold indorser the instru-
ment muet be presented on the day of maturity, and
notice of dichonor given. Damages are allowed in fa-
vor of holders for value on bills of exchange drawn or
neyotiated within the Territory and protested for non-
acceptance or non-payment. Apparent maturity of a
non-interest bearing sight or demand note is ten
days after date, in addition to the time required for
transmission; on interest-bearing notes, one year
from date.

Surrs. Actions in courts of record are commenced by
summons, and service nmay be made by notice, or, if de-
fendant is non-resident, by publication. All civil ac-
tions must be prosecuted in the name ot the real party
in interest.

TAXEs become due and payable on the first day of
October, and delinquent on the firet Monday of Febru-
ary following, and draw ten per cent. interest. to which
five per cent. penalty is added on the amount unpaid
and one per cent. per month thereafter until paid, these
penalties being added on the first day of each month.
Lands are sold on first Mcnday in September follow-
ing, and may be redeemed within two years, by pay-
ment of purchase money and interest at the rate of
thirty per cent. per annum and all 1axes f'subsequently
paid.

DELAWARE.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS of deeds in foreign countries
may be taken before any Congular or Commercial Agent
of the United States, and in other States and Territo-
ries before any Commissioner of Deeds for Delaware,
whose seal must be engraved go as to show the date of
his ti‘ypointment and term, or before a Judge of any of
the Federal Courts; or of a court of record of any State,
Territory, or county; or the Mayor of any city. One
witness 18 necessary to a deed. :

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. There is a domes-
tic insolvent law, providing for a full surrender and
equal distribution of all propert{, but it is very seldom
used, and there is no provision in the Act for the dis-
charge of the deblor upon his making an assignment.
The assignee must file a echedule of property assigned
within_thirty days, and two appraisers are then ap-
pointed by the Chancellor. Assignments must be for
benefit of ail creditors alike.

ATTACHMENT. Foreign attachment may issue against
foreign corporations and against a person not an in-
habitant of the State, and domestic attachments may
issue when the debtor can not be found: in both cases
upon an affildavit of the creditor or some credible per-
son for him, setting forth the above tacts. No capias
may be iesued against the body of any debtor, until an
9x;c(rlltlon against his goods has been returned unsat-
iefied. .

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. The different
Courts of the State are as follows:

Court of Error and Appeals. Regular term at Dover,
Second Tuerday in June.

* Court ot Chancery—Regular Terms—New Castle coun-
ty at New Castle, on the third Monday in February and
firet Monday in September.

Kent County at Dover, first Tuesday after the fourth
Monday in March, and fourth Monday in September.

Susgex Countg' at Georgetown; second Monday in
March, and third Monday in September.

Orpbans’ Court—Terms are identical with those of
the Court of Chancery.

Superior Court, Oyer and Terminer and Court ot
General Sessions of the Peace and Jail Delivery.

Jurisdiction—The Superior Court has jurisdiction in
all civil causes.

Regular Terms—Kent, fourth Monday in April and
October.

Sussex—Second Monday in April and October.

New Castle—Second Monday after commencement of
April term in Kent, and fourth Monday in Novembcr.
Justice’s jurisdiction, $100.

EXECUTIONS are a lien upon personalty from the time
the Sheriff receives the writ, if actual levy be made
within eixty days thereafter. Lien remains in force
three years. Saleis made thirty days afterlevy, and after
exnaustion of personalty inquisition is held on lands.
There is no redemption on property sold under execu-
tion or mortgage. Stay of gix months is granted in
courts of record, upon judgments recorded, for want of
affidavit_of defense. provided security be given within
twenty days after judgment. In Magistrate’s or Jus-
tice’s courts six months stay, upon defendant pleading
h & freehold; nine months, upon his giving s« curity.

ExemMpTIioNs. No homestead law. Family pictures,
Bible, and library; lot in burial ground ané pew in
church; all wearing agparel, and tools not to exceed
$75. In addition, debtor, wherehead of a family, may
claim $200 of personal pmpeltiy.

INTEREST. The legal rate is six per cent., and the
penalty for usury is forfeiture of the entire rum.

JUDGMENTS of courts of rccord are a lien on real
estate of defendant within the county, from time of
cntry. Foreign judgments have no force except as
evidence, and new gunits must be brought. Judgments
in courts of record may, in absence of defendant, be
recovered at first term after suit is brought, and, in
Justice's Courtg, immediately upon return of summons,
after proper proof of claim.

LiMITATIONS To SUIT8. Open accounts ard contracts
not in writing. three years; contracts in writing, six
year-; sealed instruments, judgments, decrees and
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real actions, twenty years. Revivor: Direct acknowl-
edgment or distinct admission of the debt. (laims
againgt deceased persons. One year from the date of the
aranting of letters is allowed for the settling of the es-
tate. he proofs of claims by residents and non-
residents are the same. Upon giving the requisite
security within the State. a non-resident may uct as
executor or administrator.

MagrrIED WoMEN retain their real and J)ersona] prop-
erty owned at marriage (where married since April 9,
1873) or received from any person other than the hus-
band. May receive wages for their personal labor, and
prosecute and defend suits for preservation and pro-
tection of their own property, as if unmarried, and the
rents, issues and protits of their aeparate cstate are not
controllable by the husband. Dower: The widow is
entitled to one-third part of all the lands and tenements
whereof her husband was seized at any time during her
marriage. unless she shall bave relinquished such
right for and during the term of her natura: life. If her
husband die without issue or the children of issue, ghe
takes a moiety insteal of a third part of the real estate.
A married woman of the age of twenty-one and up-
wards may dispose of her propertv, both real and person-
al, by will, provided her husband give his consentunder
his hand and seal. in the presence of two witnesses.
Two or more witnesses are necessary for a will.

MEcHANICS' LiEN Law. Any persou who has fur-
nished material or performed work to an amount ex-
ceeding twenty-five dollars may obtain a lien. Claim
may be filed within six months from the completion of
the building.

MonrrteAaEs are executed and acknowledzed in the
same manne- as deeds. They contain no power of sale,
and are forecloged by intervention of a court. There is
no redemption of property sold on execution or mort-
gage. Chattel mortgages are a valid lien for three
years when recorded within ten davs after acknowl-
edgment. Deeds must be recorded within one jear

after the gealing or delivery thereof. A scroll answers
for a geal, and one witness is suflicient to a deed. A
husband should join in a conveyance of his wife's
&)‘roperly in order 10 bar his right as tenant by curtesy.

he certificate of acknowledgment must show that the
wife relinquishes her dower.

NoTes AND BiLLs OF EXCHANGE. All checks, notes,
drafts, or foreigu or inland bills of exchange, payable
without time, or at sight, are due and payable on pre-
sentation, without grace. But grace is allowed (three
days) on all paper payable at a different time from its
date, or upon a particular day named. To hold in-
dorser, note must be duly presented and notice of dis-
honor given to indorser. When due on February 22,
July 4, and Christmas day, must be presented on pre-
vious day.

Suir may be commenced by capias, rummons, and
(where defendant is non-resident) by a'tachment of
Fro orty. Summons in Justice's Courts may be issued
orthwith, and are returnable within fifteen days from
date of issue. In Superior Court the summons must
be rerved persounally on debtor befor. court site, or by
leaving a copy of the summons at his usual place of
abode, in presence of some white adult person, six days
before court sits. Service by publication allowed in
the Court of Chancery only.

Taxes not paid within ten days after demand, may
be collected by distress and sale of personalty, on ten
days’ notice. Tenant's personal property may be sold
for taxes delinquent on the land, or where landlord is
non-resident or a minor, and if not thus collectable,
land may be sold. The owner, or his legal representa-
tives, may redcem within two years, on payment of
purchase money and twenty per cent. interest.

REvVIsioN. The Revired Code was adopted 1852; re-
published, with amendments, 1874. Keports: Har-
rinzion's reports. five volumes: Houston's. four
volumes. Practice iz under the common law modified
by »tatute.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS in the United States and Terri-
tories may be taken before the Judge of any court of
record of the United States, State or Terrvitory, any
Justice of the Peace, Notary Public. or Commisrioner
of Decds. In foreign countries, before any Judge or
Chancellor, Master in Chancery. Notary Pablic, or
Diplomaticor Consular ofticer of the United States.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLvENCY. No insolvent laws
in force. No assignment made by any person who at
the time thereof is beyond the limits of the District, is
valid until assignee gives approved bond to pay all
debts due by assignor at time of assignment, to resi-
dents of the District.to the extent of the funds received
by the assignee under such assignment.

ATTACHMENT process may be obtained in any ac-
tion for debt where defendant is non-resident, evades
process, or is removing or concealing property, but
creditor’s attidavit must%)e supported by the testimony
of at least one witness who can swear to the facts
of his own knowledge. Creditor must also give se-
cured bond for all costs and damages which may accrue
by reason of wrongful suing out of attachment:. De-
fendant, or his attorney, may file affidavit traversing
that of plaintiff, and the issue will be tried by a Judze
in chambers, on three days'notice. Garnishment
})rocess is governed by the same rules. No person can
be held 1o bail in a civil suit, or imprironed for debt.

Courts. Terms and .Jurisdiction. District Court
holds term on first Mondays in June and December;
Circuit Courts three times a year, with special terms
each month, except Aungust. Supreme Court holds
three general terms yearly, and has general juriediction
in law and equity. There is a court having probate ju-
risdiction, from which appeals lie to the Circuit Court.
Justice's Courts have exclusive jurisdiction np to $50,
nn% %ncurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Courts up
to $100.

ExEcuTIoNs issue forthwith, unless motion is made
to vacate or set aride judgment, or appeal is taken. To
stay exccution, appellant must give secured bond for
amount of judgment. No redemption of property sold
under execution.

ExevprioNs. No homestecad law. Personal property
exempt, except for servants’ or laborers’ wages due,
includes: Wearing aip{mrel; household furniture to
the value of $300; provisions and fuel for three months;
mechanics® tools, or implements of any trade, to the

value of 200, with stock to the same amount; the li-
brary or implemente of a professional man or artist, to
the value of &300; a tarmer’s team and other utensils
to the value of $100; family pictures and library to the
value of $400. Under an ‘Act approved June 19, 1878,
the earnings (not to exceed $100 per month) of all actnal
residents ot the District, who are married or supporting
their families within said District, are exempt from at-
tachment, levy. seizure or sale under process. This
Act does not apply to debts, contracts, notes or judg-
ments existing at the time of its pasrage.

INTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent. Parties ma
stipulate in writing for ten per cent.  Usury forfeits all
interest, and if more than the legal rate be paid, the
whole interest may be recovered by suit brought with-
in one year.

JupeMENTS of Supreme Court are liens on real estate
from date of rendition, and on personalty from issue of
execution. Such liens must be enforced within twelve
years, but may be revived by scire facias. Judgments
of Justice's Courts are not liens on real estate until
after return nulla bona, and filing of judgment in Su-
preme Court.

LiMiTaTIONS TOo SUITS. Actions of account, or simple
contract, note or book account, or debt not of specialt{.
detinue, replevin, and trespass, must be brou%-l)xt. with-
in three years; on specialties, twelve years. Deeds of
trust are not barred until after twenty years. Persons
under legal disabilities have time after removal of such
dirabilities, in which to commence suit.

MARRIED WOMEN retain their separate estate, owned
at time of marriage, or acquired thereafter in any man-
ner otherwise than by gift or conveyance from the
husband, as absolutely as if unmarried. Any married
woman may contract and sue and be sued in her own
name, in all matters relating to her sole and separate
property, but those only, in the same manner as if she
were unmarried; but neither her husband nor his pro
erty shall be bound by any such contract, nor be liable
for any recovery against her in any suit. Execution of
judgment may be enforced against her separate estate.

he earuinﬁs of a married woman are the property of
her husband.

MorrcaGESs are almost unknown, their place being
taken by decds of trust conferring power on trustee to
gell property ondefault of payment of the debt or inter-
est. Wife must join in deed of trust on real estate in
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order to convey her dower. Deeds of trust on real estate
take effect, as to third parties, from the date of their
record. Chattel deedr of trust must be recorded with-
in twenty days from the date of their execution. Wife
must join in such deeds in order to convey exempted
property.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExcHaNGE. No grace allowed
on sight dratte; three days on all other commercial

paper.

Surrs. Actions are begun by filing bill, petition.
declaration, or information, and depositing $10 for
costs. First Tuesday of every month is return day and
appearance day for parties. ‘¢ To obtain a judgment at
law by default on any rule day, declaration, supported
by aftidavit, must be filed, and process served at least
twenty days bhefore such rule day.™

FLORIDA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds to freehold, or interest
therein for a term of over two years, must be in writing,
senled and delivered in the presence of two witnesses.
Tranefers, re-grants and releases subject to same rules.
In case a deed, mortgage or other instrument shall be
executed in another State, the acknowledgment ma
be made before any Judge or Clerk of a court of record,
Notary Public, Justice of the Peace, or other officer
authorized by the laws of such State to take acknowl-
edgment of deeds therein.

ASSIGNMENTS anD INsoLVENCY. No laws relating to
insolvency. Debtors may assign their property with
or without preference.

ATTACHMENT process may issue upon affidavit
made before the proper officer, setting forth amonnt
actually due; that plaintiff has reason to believe de-
fendant will fraudulently part with his prop:rty before
judgment can be obtained, or is actually removing his
property, etc. Plaintiff must give bond, with two
recurities, in at least double the debt or sum demanded.
No arreat allowed in civil actions, and no imprison-
ment for debt except in case of fraud. Garnishee
proces s issues on %udgmeut rendered. Writs of gar-
nishment may also be d at co ent of suit
or at any time afterward, provided the plaintiff, his
agent or attorney, will make affidavit that he does not
believe the defendant will have ia his possession,
within the State and county, property subject to execu-
til())n suflicient to satisfy the judgment he expects to
obtain.

Courts. Circuit Courts hold two terms a year in
cach county, and have original jurisdiction in all equity
cases, algo in all cases at law involving over $100.
County Courts holding regnlar terms on the second
Tuerday in each month. and at all times open for pro-
bate business, have full probate powers. Justice's
jurisdiction, $100; terms held once a month.

EXEcCuTIONS are returnable when satisfied, Sheriff
reporting %rogress at each term. Sale day first Mon-
day in each month. No stay law. No redemption on
property sold under execution.

ExexprioNs. Homestcad of 160 acres of land, and
improvements, if in the country; a residence and one-
half acre of ground. if in a village or ci&y. together
with $1,000 worth of personal property. 0 _property
is exempt from sale for taxes, or for obligations con-
tracted for its purchase, or the erection of improve-
ments thereon. The wages of every laborer who is

the head of a family residing in the State, are exempt
from attachment.

INTEREST. Legal rate eight per cent., which rate is
allowed on judgments and contracts where interest is
gﬂyable but no rate is specified. All usury laws have

een repealed, and any rate may be contracted for.

JUDGMENTs are a lien upon real estate of debtor with-
in the county, and may be extended to other counties
by recording.

LIMITATIONS To Suits. Open accounts and verbal
contracts, three years; contracts in writing not under
seal, five years; judgments or decrees of any court, and
instruments under seal, twenty years. Revivor: Only
by new promise in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN retain their property, real or per-
ronal. owned at marriage or acquired therecafter by gift,
devise, descent, or purchase, free from control of the
husband. and not liable for his debts. Said property
must be inventoried and recorded in the Circuit Court
Clerk’s oftice of the county, within six months of the
marriage or subsequent acquirement of the property.
Husband must join in all sales, transfers and convey-
ances of the wife’s property, real and personal. Widow
takes dower in a life estate in one-third part of the real
estate of which her husband was seized and possessed
at any time during her coverture, and an absolute one-
third of all personalty.

MoRrTeAGES must be proved and acknowledged in
the same manner as deeds, and, to be effectnal against
creditors or bona flde purchagers, must he recorded.
Are foreclosed by bill in equity or petition to the Cir-
cuit Court. Chattel mortgages must be recorded, un-
less property is delivered to mortgagee within twenty
days, and remains in his possession.

NoTes AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE governed by the
mercantile law; no statutes in force. Five per cent.
damages is allowed on foreign commercial paper pro-
tested in this State.

Surrs. Actions at law are commenced by filing a
precipe with the Clerk. Actual service is required ex-
cept in suits by attachment. Writs are returnable on
the next rule day, provided ten daye intervene; if not,
then on the rule day in the next succceding month. If
no appearance of defendant default is entered forthwith.

Taxes. Lands sold for taxes may be redeemed with-
in one year, by payment of the purchase money, with
interest at the rate of filty per cent. per annum, and
fifty cents redemption fees.

GEORGIA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be taken within the State
by a Judge or Clerk of a court of record, Commissioner
of Deeds. Justice of the Peace, or Notary Public. In
other States or Territorier, by a Commissioncer of
Deeds for Georgia, or Judge of court of record; in
the State where executed, with a certificate of the
Clerk, under the seal of such Court, of the genuineness-
of the signatare of such Judge; and in foreign coun-
tries by a Consul or Vice-Consul of the United States.
Deeds to realty shounld be attested by two witnesses.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. No insolvent law.
A debtor may prefer one creditor Lo another, and may
create a bona fide lien, by mortgage or other ]e%al
means, may sell in payment of the debt, or transfer
papers as collateral security. But every assignment
made by a debtor insolvent at the time, either in trust
or in hehalf of creditors, is fraudulent, and null and void,
when any trust or benefit is reserved to the assignor, or
any person for him. Thereis noimprisonment for debt.

ATTACHMENT process may issue when defendant
resides out of the State, iz about to remove without the
limits of the county, absconds, conceals himself, or
resists legal arrest, attempts to remove property be-
yond the State, or fraudulently dirposes of property,
or whall threaten or prepare o to do. or creates a
fraudulent lien thereon. Attachmeut lies at any time
to recover purchase money when due, when the prop-

erty purchased remains in the possession of the debtor,
or of any one holding the »ame for the benefit of the
debtor, or in fraud, against the creditor. Plaintiff must
file bond in double the amount involved. First attach-
ment levied has priority. Garnishment iseues in aid of
attachment or judgment, but journeymen mechanics
and lahorers are exempt from garnishment on their
daily, weekly or monthly wages. The maker of nego-
tiable paper in the hands of plaintifi®s debtor, is liable
to a garnishment.

CouRrrs. L'erms and Jurigdiction. Superior Court sits
in cach county twice a year, and has original jurisdic-
tion in law and equity, except in probate matters,
which are passed upon by the Courts of Ordinary,
which hold terms on the first Monday of each month.
Justice’s jurisdiction, $100.

EXECUTIONS may issue at an{ time after judgment
is gigned and filed and may be levied at once, and are
returnable at the next term of court. Stay of sixty days
may be had by giving bond and security. In Justice's
Courte stay is sixty days where over $30 are involved;
forty daye, below that sum, Property must be advertised
once a week, for four weeks, before sale. No redemp-
tion of property sold under execution except for tax,
when owner may redeem within one yvear.

Exewrrtions. The Constitution of 1877 provides that
there **shall be exempt from levy and sale, by virtne of
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any procesg whatever under the laws of this State,
except as hereinatter excepted, of the property of every
head of a tamily, or guardian, or trustee of a family of
minor children, or every aged or infirm person, or per-
son having the care and support of depéndent temales
of any age, who is not the head of a family, realty or

ersonalty, or both, to the value in the aggregate of

1,600." The exceptions are for taxes, purcﬁaee money
of the homestead, labor done thereon or material far-
nighed therefor, or for the removal of incumbrances.
The debtor has power to waive or renounce in writing
the right of redemption thus provided, except as to
wearing apparel, and not exceeding €300 worth of
household and kitchen furniture.and provisiong,to be se-
lected by himeelf and his wife, if any; and he ehall not,
after it 18 set apart, alienate or encumber the property
s0 exempted, but it may be sold by the debtor, and his
wite, if any, jointly, with the sanction of the Judge of
the Superior Court of the county where the debtor re-
sides, or the land is situated, the proceeds to be rein-
vested upon the same uses.

INTEREST. Legalrate is seven per cent., but contracts
in writinﬁ may be made up to eight per cent. Usury
forfeits the interest and excess charged. Judgments
bear lawful interest.

JUDGMENTS are liens from their date. on all real and
personal property of the debtor not specially exempted,
except promissgory notes in hands of defendant. Stocks
in incorporated companies are made specially liable by
statute. Judgments are rendered only at second term
of Superior Court, and in the City Court of Savannah at
first term. Judgments become dormant in seven years,
if no execution is igsued upon them, but may be revived
by proceedings within three years from the time they
become dormant.

LIMITATIONS OF SUIT8. Open accounts and contracts
not in wrltinF. four years; contracts in writing not
under seal, six years; bonds and instruments under
seal, twenty years; foreign judgments, five years. Re-
vivor: New promise in writing, or payment on note
indorsed by debtor. Debts and contracts made, and
judgments obtained outside the State prior to June 1,
1865, are barred, unless suit was brought to collect or
enforce the eame by or before January 1. 1870. Adverse
possession of land for twenty years gives good title by
prescription, cxcept against the State, and persons
under disability; and adverse fpossession for seven
years, under written evidence of title, gives like title
by prescription, unless the title be forged or fraudu-
lent. A like title to personally is acquired by four years
adverse poseession,

MARRIED WoMEN. All property of the wife in pos-
session at the time of marriage, or afterwards acquired
by her, is her separate property, and not liable for the
gayment of any debts, defaults or contracts of the

usband. Wife can not bind her separate estate by any
contract of suretyship, whether in behalf of her hus-
band or any other person. The wife, by consent of her

hueband, published for one month in a newrpaper, may
become a free trader, in which event she i liable as a
Jemesole. Widow takes dower in one-third of all the
lands of which her husband was seized at his death.
MORTGAGES pass no title, and are rimply a security
for a debt. Must be executed and proved before a
Notary Public, Justice, or Clerk of the Superior Court,
and recorded within one month. - Mortgages on realty
require oue witness besides the attesting ofticer.
NoOTES AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. No days of grace
are allowed on sight papers. 1t is not neceseary to
protest any commercial paper in_this State, for non-
pa{mcnt, in order to bind the endorser, except in the

followingcases: 1st. When a paper is made payable
on its fuce at a bank or banker’s office. 2d. hen it
is discounted at a bank or banker’s office. 8d. When

it is left at a bank or banker's oftice for collection. And
in all such cases days of grace must be allowed. The
last day of grace is the day of maturity, Accommoda-
tion indorsers are sureties, and indorsers may be sued
in the same county and action wlth the maker, drawer,
or acceptor. A recent statute provides that the 1st_day
of January, 22d of February, 26th of April, 4th of July,
25th of December, and any day appointed by the Gov-
ernor_of the State, President of the United Statex, or
the civil authorities of any city, as a fast day or thanks-
giving day, held and considered as Sunday, for all
purposcs connected with presenting for acceptance or
payment, and protesting and giving notice of dishonor
of any bill of exchange, draft, note, check or order,
made after February 28. 1876, which, but for this Act
(paered as above). would fall due and payable on any
of the days herein mentioned, shall, when said days
fall on Sunday, become due and payable on the Sat-
urday before, and paper falling due on Monday shall
be payable ou Tuesday following. If a holiday fall on
Saturday, paper due on Sunday payable on Monday.
If holiday fall on Monday, paper due that day is payab{e
on Tuesday.

SouiTs. Actions at Jaw muet be brought twenty days
before the term of court at which they are returnable,
except snits in Juxtice's Courts forlesx than $100, when
fifteen days suffice. Bills in equity must be filed thirty
daye before return term. Claims gent to this State for
collection should be accompanied by full name of each
plaintiff. if a partnership, or legal style of a corpora-
tion. if plaintiff be such. Accounts and unliquidated
demands should be itemized. It is unnecersary to ac-
company accounts sent to this State with atlidavits of
correctnese, Such affidavits are useless to attorneys in
collecting.

Taxes. Owners of wild lands are required to make
returns, and =ales of !ands for delinquent taxer may be
made after rixty days’ notice by newepaper publication.
Such lands may be redcemed within two ycare, by pay-
ment of purchase money and costs, with interest at ten
})er cent. per annum. On other lands the time allowed

or redemption is one ycar only,

IDAHO.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of conveyances of real estate
may be taken within the Territory by any Judge or
Clerk of acourt having a seal, or any Justice or No-
tary Public. Elsewhere within the United States or
Territories, by Judge or Clerk of court of record, or
any Commissioner of Deeds for Idaho. In foreign
countries by a Judge or Clerk of any court having a
seal, a Notary Public, or a Miniater, Commigrsioner or
Consnl of the United States, appointed to reside there-
in. Witnesses are not required to conveyances, but
every conveyance affecting real estate must be ac-
knowledged or proved and certified.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. An ingolvent debtor
may be digcharged of his debts by executing an assign-
ment of all his property, real and personal, which, with
asworn inventory of property an schedule of credit-
ors, must be flled in the District Court. At acreditors’
meeting, held after thirty days' notice given. one or
more asgignees, not exceeding three, are appointed, and
claims proved. Court will set arside property exempt,
and issue order for sale of inrolvent’s property. Any
creditor may opf)ose proceedings on the ground of
fraud, and if the allegation be proven, the debtor shall be
forever deprived of the benefit of the insolvent laws.

ATTACHMENT process may issue in actions on con-
tracts for the direct payment of money, where no mort-
gage or pledge had been given, or where such security,
if given, has been rendered nugatory by act of defend-
ant. Plaintiff must furnish bond, with two sufficient
sureties. Garnishment procese may issue in aid of at-
tachment or execution, and the garnishee must make

answer under oath. Defendant in a civil action ior re-
covery of money or damages, under a contract, exprees
or implied, may be arrested, when about to depart from
the Territory with intent to defrand, or when the debt
or obligation was fraudulently contracted.

CovRrrs. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
hold two termsa year in Ada. Boise, Nez Perce, Oneida
and Owyhee counties, and one term annually in other
counties, and bave orl&i}uul jurisdiction in all civil
cases involving over $100. Probate Courts are held in
each county once & mouth, and have concurrent juris-
diction up to $500, and concurrent juriediction with
Justice's Courts in all cases. Jugtice’s jurisdiction,$100.
. EXEcuTIONS isgue at any time within five years after
judgment. The only stay is by appeal, with secured
bond. Six monthe allowed for redemption.

ExeMprioNs. Homestead, not exceeding $5,000, if
duly scknowledged and recorded; oftice furniture and
library, $100; necessary household and kitchen furni-
ture, and provitions for family for three monthe;
certain farm animals, etc., with food for three months:
tools and implements of husbaudry up to $200. Libra-
ries of profesgional men, and team used by a laborer or
teamster, are also exempt.

INTEREST. Legal rate, ten per cent.; parties may
agree in writing for 114 per cent. per month. Penalty
for usury: Three times the amount paid, fine of $300
or #ix months impriconment, or both.

JUDGMENTS are liens on all real estate of debtor within
the county, from time of docketing, and may be extended
to other counties by filing transcript in Recorder's
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office. Licncontinues two years. Justice’s Court judg-
ments become liens when certified and recorded.

LiMrTaTIONS TOo Surrs. Contracts not in writing, four
years; instruments in writing, five years; judgments
and decrees, six years. Revivor: Only by instrument
in writing; part payment does not.

MARRIED WOMEN. All property, real or personal,
acquired before marriage and acquired after marriage,
by gift, bequest, devise or descent, wife's separate
property; all other property acquired after marriage,
common property; wife must record inventory of =ep-
arate property. No estate as tenant by curtesy allowed
the husband, nor dower to the wife. Half the commu-

nity property goce to the gurviving husband or wife; if
no descendants, survivor takes all,

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExcuaNee. No grace on sight
drafts. Damages for protested bills; domestic, fifteen
per cent.; foreign, thirty per cent.

Surrs. Civil practice is under a code similar to that
of California, and there is but one form of action, com-
menced by flling complaint with Clerk of the court.
Where defendant can not be found. service may be had
by publication. Defendant is required to answer the
complaint in ten days after service, if served within the
county; if out of the county, but in the judicial dis-
trict, twenty days; in all other cases. thirty days.

ILLINOIS. .

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of any instruments relating to
the sale, conveyance or other disposition of real estate,
or any interest therein, situate in this State, may be
made before one of the following officers:

First—When acknowledged within this State, before
a Master in.Chancery, Notary Iublic. United States
Commissioner, Circuit or County Clerk, Justice of the
Peace, or any Court of Record having a seal, or any
Judge, Justice or Clerk of any such court.

Sécond—When acknowledged in any of the other
States or Territories, or in the District of Columbia, it
may be made in conformity with the laws of the State,
Territory or District where it is made. When such
acknowledgment is made before a Notary Public,
United States Commissioner, Commissioner of deeds,
Mayor of a city, or Clerk of a court, it shall be certified
by such ofticer under his seal of office. If before a Jus-
tice of the Peace, there ghall be added a certificate of
the proper Clerk, under the seal of his office, setting
forth that the person before whom such acknowledg-
ment was made, was a Justice of the Peuce at the time
of muking the same.

Acknowledgments of chattel mortguges must be
made before a Justice of the Peace of the town or dis-
trict wherein the mortgagor resides: and if the mort-
gagor is not a resident of this State at the time of
making the acknowledgment, then before any officer
authorized by law to take acknowledgments of decds.

AsSIGNMENTS. The County Court has jurisdiction
in all cases of assignment for benefit of creditors.
Assignee must file hond, inventory and valuation and
send notic: to creditors, by mail, to present claims
under oath, within three months. Claims not so pre-
sented, do not ﬁ»articlpnte in dividends until afier the
payment in full of all claims properly presented and
allowed. Assignee is required to make equal divi-
dends among creditors at the first term of court after
the three months allowed, and to render a final account
within one year. All prefcrential assignments are
void, and all debts must be paid pro rata. Debtor may
be subjected to examination touching his estate. No
provision is made for the discharge of the debtor. By
an act going into effect July 1, 1879, all proceedings
may be discontinued upon the assent, in writing, ot
the debtor and a majority of the creditors in number
and amount.

ATTACHMENT. The writ may issue out of courts of
record on claims exceeding $20, when the debtor is
non-resident; conceals himself, or stands in deflance of
an officer, so_thut process can not be served on him;
has departed from this State with the intention of
removing hir effects, or if he is about to do 8o; where
he has, within two years preceding, fruudulently dis-
posed of his é)roperty. or a part thercof, 8o as to hinder
or delay creditors; or where the debt sued on was
traudulently contracted. But the statements or mat-
ters which constitute such fraud must be in writing
with the debtor’s signature attached by himself, agent
or attorney. Before the writ can issue, the plaiutiff,
his agent or attorney, must make afidavit to one or
more of these facts, and give bond, with approved
security, in double the amount ot the claim sued on.
Attachment writs may issue out of Justice’s Courts, on
the same grounds, on all claims not exceeding $200,
and in County Courts the claim must not exceed $1.000.
Garnishment process may issue on return of execution
unsatisfied, but the wuages of any person who is the
head of a family, to the amount of $50, arc excmpt
therefrom. Arrest on civil process lies only in case of
fraud, on judgments in tort, or on refusal of debtor to
surrender his estate for benefit of creditors.

CoOURTs. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts
have originnl jurisdiction of all cases in law and equity
and hold from two to eight terms each year, except
in the County of Cook, which has twelve terms.
Cook County has a Superior Court, with concurrent

jurisdiction with the Circuit Court, and has also a
special Probate Court and a Criminal Court. In all
counties except Cook, County Courts- have probate
Fowcrs. County Courts and Justice's Courts are of
imited jurirdiction, the former having control only of
cares involving $1,000 or lesg, and the latter of any sum
not exceeding $:200.

ExEcuTioNs will 1ssue immediately after rendition
of judgment and to any county in the State, but are no
lien on real estate in other counties before a levy is
made. KExecutions issued out of courts of record are
returnable in ninety days; on Justice's judgments
seventy days. Real estate cannot be levied upon or
sold by virtue of any execution issued by a Justice of
the Peace. Real estate is, in all cases, sold without
appraisement to the highest bidder; and if the debtor
80 electr, his real estate must be exhausted before his
personal property can be seized under exccution
issued out of a court of record. No stay law. In ap-
pealed cases the court, to which the appeal is taken,
may assess damages not exceeding ten pcr cent. against
the appellant if he allows the case to go against him by
default or if the court be satisfied that he appealed only
for the purpose of delnlf.

Real estate sold under execution may be redeemed
by the defendant within twelve months after the sale,
on payment of the amount it was sold for, with eight
per cent. interest and coste. If he fail to redeem
within such time any one of his decrce or judgment
creditors may redeem after that and within fifteen
months from the time of the sale.

ExemprIONS. To every householder having a fam-
ily, a« homestead, valued at $1,000; and such e xemp-
tion continues to the survivor, after the death of the
husband or wife, so long as he or she occupies it, and

«to the children until the youngest is twenty-one years
old. In addition, there is also allowed to every person
necessary wearing apparel, bibles school books, fam-
ily pictures, and $100 worth of other property selected
by the debtor. If the debtor is the head of a family he
is allowed $300 worth in additioa, to be selec ed by
him But such selection cannot be made from any
money or wages due. Of wages there arc $50 exempt
to any one who is the head of a familz'l reﬁitling with
the same. No exemption is allowed when the debt is
for the wages of laborer or gervaat.

INTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent., but special
agreement may be made for eight per cent. Forfciture
of all interest is penalty for usury. Six per cent. inter-
est i8 collectible on all instruments in writing after
they hecome due; on money lent or advanced for the
use of another; on money due on settlement of account,
from day of liquidating account and ascertaining bal-
ance: on money received to the use of another, and
retained without the owner's knowledge; on money
withheld by unreasonable and vexatious delay, and on
Jjudgments,

JUDGMENTS of courts of record arc liens on the real
estate of the party against whom they are obtained,
situated in the county where the court is held, for the
period of seven years; but if execution be not issued
within a year after the rendition of the judgment, it
thereafter ccases to be a licn until an execution is
issued. Judgments rendercd at the same term of court,
or on the same day in vacation, stand on the same foot-
ing, and neither one has a priority over the other, so
far as liens on the real estate of the defendant are con-
cerned. Judgments of Justices of the Peace can reach
only personal property; and neither a Justice's judg-
ment nor a,}udgment of a court of record is a lien on
the personal property of the defendant antil after an
execution is placed in the hauds of an officer. J‘udF
ment may be revived by scire factas at any time within
twenty years. A judgment of a Justice of the Peace
may be made a lien on real estate only by filing a tran-
script thereof in the Circuit Court.
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LiurTaTIoN oF Suits. On unwritten contracts, five
years; bondg, notes and judgments recovered in foreign
States, ten years; real actions and judgments in this
State, twenty years. Revivor: Part payment or new
promise,

MarriED WOYEN, A married woman may sue and
be runed, possess her own eurnin%s, contract and incur
liabilities, purchase, sell and hold personal property,
and own and hold real estate to the rame extent as an
unmarried woman. Her husband is not liable for her
debts or tortg, except in cases where he would be
jointly liable if the marriage did not exist. or for neces-
saries. She may not enter into a partnership without
consent of her husband, unless he hus abandoned her
or be incapable of giving arrent. No transfer of chattels
between husband and wife ie valid ar against third
Eurties, unless such trapnsfer ig in writing and is ac-

nowledged and ‘recorded as chattel mortgages ure
required to be acknowledged and recorded. A married
woman may make a will a8 if sole. Both husband and
wife are liable for family expenses. They can not tes-
tify for or againgt each other, except in a few excep-
tional cases. One may make the other his or her
attorney in fact to control or dispose of his or her
property. ‘I'he estate of curtery is abolished, and the
kurviving husband or wife is endowed of a third part
of the lands whereof the deccased was seized of an
cstate of inheritance at any time during the marriage,
unless relinquished in due form.

MoRTGAGES. Mortgages on real estate are executed
and acknowledged the same as deedg, husband or wife
being required to join to bar dower, e¢xcept in mort-
gages, to secure purchase money. TUnder an act in
force July 1, 1879, no real estate within the State shall
be gold by virtue of any power of sale, contained in
any mortgage, trust deed, or other conveyance in the
nature of a mortgage, executed after the taking effect
of said Act; but all such mortgages, trust deeds, or
other conveyances in the nature of a mortgage, shall
only be foreclosed in the manner provided for foreclos-
ing mortgages containing no power of sale; and no
real estate shall be gold to satisfy any such mortgage,
trust deed or other conveyance in the nature of a mort-
wage, except in pursnance of a judgment or decree of
court of competent jurisdiction.

CHATTEL MORT@AGES are invalid as to third partiee,
if given for longer than two years. Neither is it valid
as to third parties, if the property mortgaged is allowed
to remain in the possession of the mortgagor, unless
the mortgage expressly provides that it shall o remain.
If given on a_stock of goods, it is fraudulent as to
third parties, if the mortgagor be allowed to remain in
possession and sell in the usual course of trade. The
property must be described so that it may be identified.
A mortgage cannot be given on goods which are to be
gold and delivered én futuro; and, if possible, it must

" i8 necessary in order to fix the lial

be foreclosed within 24 hours after it is due, else other
creditors may step in and take 1the property. As be-
tween the parties, a chattel mortgage ie good, if it is
neither acknowledged nor recorded.

NoTeEs AND BiLLs oF ExcuaNGE. Upon bills of
exchange drawn or endorsed within this State, and
payable without the United States, duly protested, ten
per cent. damages are collectible, together with in-
terest, costs and charges of protest; and :f payable
within the United States, only five per cent. damages,
with interest, costs and charges, can be collected.
Indorsers of a note or bill can not be held liable, un-
lees due diligence has been used, by institution and
prosecution of suit against the maker thereof, unless
such suit would have been unavailing, or the maker be
out of the State at the time such note or bill became
due. In order to hold a ﬁuamntor‘ suit against the
maker i8 not necessary. otes obtained by fraud or
circumvention cannot [v)e collected, ‘even by an inno-
cent holder. If any one become the owner of a note,
or any other instrument in writing, after it is due, the
maker thereof can interpose the same defense as
againet him, that_he might have set up as aguinst the
original holder. No notice of nou-ga¥ment or protest

ility 8f endorsers.
Grace is not allowed on instruments payable at sight,
on demand, or on prerentation.

Surrs. All, except local actions, are brought in the
county where_defendant rerides or is found; and where
there are several (lefendants, suit may be brought
where one resides, and process issued to any other
County for the other defendant; but no judgment will
be rendered againet such other defendant unless
plaintiff s.cceeds in getting judgment against the one
who resides or is found in the county where suit is
brought. Non-reeident plaintiffs must give bonds for
costs. Process must be served ten days before the
commencement of return term, and judgment by
default may be rendered on the third day of the term.
In Justice’s Courts summons is returnable in not less
than five, nor more than fifteen days, and must be
served at least three days before the return da{.

Taxes. State and County taxes are payable after
Dcecember 1, and the delinquent list is turned over to
the County Collector on or about March 10, following.
Advertisements of lgm)pertv. on which taxes remain
unbaid, are made after April 1, and judgment obtained
at May term of County Court. Sales commence on
the fourth Monday after the fourth day of the term at
which judgment is rendered. Redemption may be
made within two years. Penalty is: Within six
months, 25 per cent. interest; twelve months, 50 per
cent. interest; eighteen months, 75 per cent. interest;
two yearg, 100 per cent. interest; together with all
subscquent taxes paid by purchaser, and all costs.

INDIANA.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS. All conveyances of Jand must
be in writing, and acknowledged and recorded within
forty-five days from their execution. Within the State
acknowledgments may be taken before a Judge or Clerk
of a court of record, Justice of the Peace, Auditor, Re-
corder, Notary Public or Mayor of a cig, and in other
States and Territories before the like ofticers, or a Com-
migsioner of Deeds for Indiana. In any foreign coun-
try, before a Minister, charge d’affaires or Consul of the
United States. Husband must join in deeds to wife's
lands, and wif: in deeds to husband’s lande.

ASSIGNMENT FOR BENEFIT oF CREDITORS. Any
debtor in embarrassed or failing circumstances, may
make a general assignment of all property in trust for
benefit of all bona flde creditors. To be valid this must
be by indenture duly signed and acknowledged, and
filed with the Recorder of the county in which assignor
resideg, for record within ten days “after the execution
thereof. Indenture to contain full description of real
estate and be accompanied by schedule of personal
property, and assignor to make oath that the indenture
and schedule contains a full statement of all his prop-
erty, etc. Trustee makes oath and files bond in Circuit
Court and must flle copy of assignment, etc., in oftice of
clerk of that court within fifteen days after execution
of indenture. Trustee named failing to act, court may
appoint a substitute upon petition. The trustee to
make under oath complete inventory of all property
coming to his hande, and file in court within thirty
days after entering upon his trust ; also, cause same to
be appraised by two reputable householders; set off*to
the assignor, if a resident householder, such property

as he may eelect to the value of six hundred dollars;
and proceed to collect the rights and credits, and to sell
the property, after giving thirty days’ notice of time and
place, at public auction, or at private sale, for cash, or
upon credit, not exceeding two years, suhject to ap-
proval of the court as to such sales. Dividends are de-
clared pro rata upon all claims allowed by trustee or
the court. Trustee's compensation to be fixed by the
court. No provision for discharge of debtor from his
liabiliries.

ATTACHMENT may issue againgt the groperty of non-
residents or foreign corporations, and against all who
have dieposed of, or are about to dispose of their prop-
erty, to cheat, hinder or delay creditors. An affidavit
is required, which may be made by the creditor or some
one on his behalf, and a bood to answer damages if the
proceedings are wrongful or oppressive. All creditors
who file under the original attachment, before final
judgment, share pro rata in the proceeds of the
attached property.  Defendant, in a civil action may
be arrested and held to bail in double the amount of
debt or damages claimed, at any time before judgment,
on affidavit showing that he is about to leave the
State, taking with him property subject to exe-
cution, or money, with intent to defraud the plaintiff.
The wages of a person, not exceedinF one month, are
exempt from garnishment or proceedings supplemental
to execution, o0 long as such person remains in such
employment. It is a misdemeanor to send claims out of
the State to be collectéd by proceedings in attachment.
garnishment, or the like, when creditor, debtor, and
person owing for earnings intended to be reached
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are all within the jurisdiction of the courts of this
State. Courts of this State are prohibited from taking
jurisdiction of such proceedings to reach wages, when
plaintift and principal defendant are non-residents.

CourTs. Terms and Jurisdiction. The Circuit Court
is the only court of original general civil jurisdiction
in the State, and has full probate powers. krom three
to four terms are held annually in each county. Supe-
rior Courts, with concurrent jurisdiction with the
Circuit Courts in all civil cases except probate matters,
have been established in Marion, Tippecanoe, Allen,
Cass, and Vanderberg counties, and hold from four to
ten terms each year. City Courts (which may be es-
tablished in all cities having over 6,000 é)opulation)
have concurrent jurirdiction with Circuit Courts u}) to

1,500, except in probate matters, smts for libel, slan-

er, or divorce. or where title to real estate is at issue.
Justice's jurisdiction, $200.

EXECUTIONS may issue at any time within ten years
after judgment rendered, and are returnable in 180
days. From a court of record may issue to any county
in the State. Are a lien on personal property within
the county from the time_ they are placed in hands of
ofticer. After judgment is rendered, the debtor may,
by giving sufficient freebold sureties, have a stay of
execution on any sum exceeding $75, for six months.
‘Where the sum is less than $75, the stay is not so long.
Lands sold under execution may be redeemed within
one year by the owner, mortgagee or person having a
lien thereon the owner remininF ]icossession during
the redemption {ear and being liable for reasonable
rents and profits in case of failure to redeem.

ExeEMPTIONS, There i8 no homestead law. Real or
personal property up to $600 is exempt where debtor is
a resident householder.

INTEREST. The recent ** Act concerning interest and
usury,” approved March 10, 1879, made considerable
changes in the law, which arc herein embodied. The
legal rate of interest on loans or forbearance of money,
goods or things in action, is six per cent. as heretofore,

ut interest may be taken yearly or for a shorter period
in advance. No a%reemcnt; to pay a higher rate is valid
unless the rame be in writing, and in such casc it is
not lawful to contract for more thun eight per cent. per
annum. When a greater rate iscontracted for, the con-
tract is void as to the usurious interest, and in anaction
on a contract affected by such usury, whether it.be
directly or indirectly charged, all excess over six per
cent. iz usurious and illegal, and the excess over the
legal interest may be recouped by the debtor whenever
it has becn reserved or paid before the bringing of the
suit. Interest on judgments rendered after March 10,
1879, runs from the date of the verdict or finding, at the
rate specified in the original contract, not exceeding six
per cent., and if no contract has been made, six per
cent. is allowed. The act applies to all contracts made
within the ‘State, although they are to be performed
without it, and where contracts made out of this State
provide for a higher rate of interest, and are secured by
mortgage upon lands within it, such lands are not
liable for a higher rate than is allowed by the laws of
Indiana.

JupeMENTS of courts of record are a lien upon all
real estate of defendant within the county for ten
years. Judgment may be obtained at the first term of
the court, atter process has been served on debtor ten
days prior to the first day thereof. By law of 1877,
plaintiff, by indorsement on complaint, can summons
the defendant to appear and answer after service had
ten dayg, and in default can take judgment, where no
Food cause of defense is shown, and it operates as a
ien upon the real estate of the judgment debtor
situated in the county.

LiMiTaTIioNs TO Suits. Open accounts and contracts
not in writing, six years; actions not limited by stat-
ute, {fifteen years; written contracts, judgments of

MARRIED WoOMEN retain their real and personal
property ewned by them at time of marringe or ac-
quired during coverture. The husband is liable for the
debts of his wife contracted before marriage to the ex-
tent of the personal property he may receive from or
through her, or derive from sale or rent of her lands,
and no further, an‘ herlands are liable for such indebt-
edness. A married woman can not incumber her sepa-
rate lands as security for indebtedness of her husband
or other person. She may devise by will her separate
estate; may eell and transfer her reparate personal
property; carry on any business, labor, or service, and
receive theearnings accruing thercfrom ; enter into any
contract in regard to her separate personal estate,
businese, labor or service, and !ﬁer separate estate, real
and personal, be liable therefor, the rame as a feme sole,
and her husband is not liable for such debts, nor for
indebtedness created by the wife for improvement of
herseparate real estate. She can make leases of real
estate for terms of three years or less, and execute
mortgages to secure purchase money. without husband
joining.” Is bound by covenants of title in conveyances
of her separate real estate. May sue as a feme sole
for any damage to her person or character. Is entitled
to hold as exempt from execution her wearln%lapparel‘
articles of personal adornment purchased by herself to
the amount of $200 in value, all jewelry, ornamen's,
books, etc., which may have been given her as pres-
ents; and other property to the amount of $300, except
as against indebtedness for the purchase money there-
for. No tenancy by the curtesy or dower. A widow
takes one-third ot her deceased husband’s real estate
in fee, free from all demands of creditors, wherc the
estate does not exceed $10,000; one-fourth, if under
$20,000, and one-fifth, if above that amount. She alzo
takes one-third of ]iersonalty alter payment of debts,
and in all cases takes $500 without accounting, and
may occupy the dwelling and forty acres of land for a
year, rent free.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExCHANGE. Three days of
grace are allowed on all bills of exchange payable with-
in the State, whether sight or time bills. Damages
for protest on bills npon an {)erson at anﬂy place out of
this State but within the United States, five per cent.:
on bills drawn upon any person at any place without
the United States, ten per cent. Promissor,

- notes payable to order or bearer at a ban
in this State, and bills of exchange, are governed by the
law merchant. Promissory notes not payable at a bank
arc subject to any ret-oft maker may have against payee,
or any subsequent holder, accruing before notice of as-
signinent. On these, maker must be exhausted before
indorser can be rued. Protest is not necessary to hold
indorsers ot such notes, but to hold them maker must
be sued at first term of court after maturity, unless it
can be shown that he was insolvent at the time of such
maturity.

Surrs. No distinction between law and equity. Civil
actions are com Ly filing cc int with Clerk
of court, and every action must be prosecuted in the
name of the real party in interest, except suits by ex-
ecutors, administrators, guardians of idiots or lunatics,
trustees of express trusts, or person expressly author-
ized by statute.

TaxEgs. State, county, township, municipal, school
and road taxcs attach as a lien on real estate, on April
1 ot each year, and penalties attach on third Monday
of same month in the next year. Sales of real es-
tate for taxes are held on the second Monday ot Feb-
ruary, and all lands on which taxes are delinquent for
two years are offered. Owner has two years in which
to redeem, by paying the amount set forth in the certifi-
cate of purchase, with all subsequent taxes paid, and
fifteen to forty per cent. upon the whole sum,with legal
interest from the date ot dpurchase or gayment. Lands
are sold for one year’s delinquency, but the tollowing

courts of record and real actions, twenty years. Re- | year'stax (notyetdelinquent) is embraced in the amount
vivor: Part payment or new promise in writing. sold for.
IOWA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds 1o land made within
the State, or the United States or Territories, must be
made before a Judge of a court of record, or Clerk
thereof, authenticated by the court seal, or by a Com-
missioner of Deeds, appointed by the Governor of the
State, Notary Public, or Justice of the Peace; in the
case of the latter official, his authority to take the ac-
knowledgment should be certified to by a Clerk of a
court of record, under seal of the court, as also his
official character, and the genuineness of his signature.
In foreign countries deeds may be acknowledged before
any oficer authorized by the laws of such country to
certify to acknowledgmente, or any Ambassader, Min-

ister, Consular Agent, or other ofticer of the United
States properly authorized to receive acknowledg-
ments of deeds. Witnesses are not required.
ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. No insolvent law.
Assignments not valid unless for benefit of all creditors,
when assent of creditors is presumed. Debtor must
furniesh sworn inventory and list of creditors; and the
asgignment, which vests in the assignee title to all
property of the debtor, must be recorded. Assignee
must give bonds, prepare an inventory and valuation,
and notify creditors by mail to file claims within three
months. ~Claims objected to may be passed upon by a
jury, and the assignee is in all respects subject to order
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of court, and renders a final account thereto. An as-
signment does not discharge the debtor from his debts
and liabilitics, but only entitles creditors to share
equally in his estate. All claims filed must be sworn to,
and claims not filed within three months from the date
of the first publication will not be paid until claims filed
within that time have been paid in full. The assign-
ment is docketed as a case in court.

ATTACHMENT process will issue against all property
not exempt from execution on filing of a sworn peti-
tion, alleging, 1st, that the defendant is a foreign cor-
poration, or acting as such; or 2d, that he is a non-
resident of the State; or3d, that he is about to remove
his property out of the State, without leaving suflicient
remaining for the payment of his debts; or 4th, that
he has disposed of, or is about to dispose of, his prop-
erty (in whole or in part) with intent to defraud his
creditors; 5th, that the defendant is about to dispose
of his property with intent to defraud his creditors;
6th, that he has absconded so that ordinary process
can not be served upon him: 7th, that he is about to
remove permanently out of the county and has prop-
crty therein not exempt from execution, and that he
refuses to pay or secure the plaiatiff; 8th, that he is
about to remove permanently out of the State, and
refuses to pay or secure the debt due the plaintiff; 9.h,
that he is about to remove his property, or a part
thereof, out of the county, with intent to defraud his
creditors; 10th, that he is about to convert his property,
or a part thereof, icto money, for the purpesc of plac-
ing it beyond the reach of his creditors; 1ith, that he
has property or rights in action which he conceals:
12th, that the debt is due for property obtained under
false pretenses. Attachment may be brought before
the debt is due when the 4th, 5th, 7th or 12th of the
above causes can be alleged under oath. Thne first at-
tachment levied becomes the first lien, and there is no
pro-rating. The penalty on an attachment bond is
three times the amount of debt. No person may be
imprisoned for debt in any civil activn on mesne or
final process. except in case of fraud.

CouURTs. Terms and Jurwsdiction. District Courts
have exclusive jurisdiction of criminal matters; the
Circuit Courts of probate matters. Both have original
and general jurisdiction of civil causes in law and
equity. Two terms of each court are held annually in
each county (three or four of the Circuit Court in some
of the more popnlous counties). Justice's jurisdiction,
$100, or by consent of parties, $300. No appeal from a
Justice unless amount exceeds $25.

EXECUTIONS may issue immediately upon the rendi-
tion of the judgment, and are returnable in seventy
days from tﬂe ate of issue. On the judgment debtor
entering good and sufficient security on the proper
court records for the amount of such judgment, inter-
est and.costs—accrued and to accrue—he can have a
stay of execution as follows: under $109 three months,
above that sum, six months. Stay must be taken within
ten days from the date of entry of judgment, and the
party taking such stay, if he has been personnliy served
with process, shall not afterward be allowed to appeal.
If the judgment is not fullydpaid at the expiration of
the stay, judgment is entered against the surety, and
execution may be issued forthwith. After stay, judg-
ment draws ten per cent. interest by operation of law.
There can be no stay for wages due mechanic or labor-
ing man, nor by a surety on stay bond. Defendant may
redecm real property sold under execution at any time
within twelve months, meantime remaining in posses-
sion of the property, but where he has taken an appeal
or stay of execution he can not redeem. During the
first six months he has exclusive right of redemption,
but after that time, and before the expiration of nine
months, any creditor having a lien can redeem.

EXEMPTIONS.
half an acre in city or town, with buildings without
regard to value. Personal property exempt includes
tools, instrumeunts, library, necessary team, etc., of
mechanic, farmer, teacher, or professional man; wear-
ing apparel, household and kitchen furniture, $200;
certain farm animals and necessary food for six months,
Foregoing relates only. to residents, being heads of
families; unmarried persons and non-residents being
only entitled to retain their own clothing and trunks.
Where debtor is a printer, the printing press and types,
furniture and material up to $1,200 are exempt. Earn-
ings of debtor within 9) days of levy are exempt.

NTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent.; parties may
contract, in writing, for ten per cent. Judgmen's draw
six per cent., or if & higher rate not exceeding ten per
cent. is expressed in the original contract, then sich
higher rate. Open accounts draw six per cent. after

Homestead of 40 acres in country and

six months from date of last item. Contract for more
than ten per cent. forfeits ten per cent. on amount of
contract, and a ] interest and costs.

JUDGMENTs in the District and Circuit Courts may
be obtained at first term after suit commenced, if unde-
fended, aud are liens on real estate owned by the
debtor at the time of such rendition. If the lands lie
in the county where judgment was rendered, the lien
attaches from its date; 1if in any otaer county, from
the time of filing therein an attested copy of the judg-
ment. Lien also covers all lands which defendant may
acquire within ten years from date of judgment,

LMITATIONS To SuITs. Actions for injuries to per-
son or_reputation, or to recover a statutory penalty,
must be brought within two years: to enforce a me-
chanics® lien, two years; on unwritten contracts. five
years; on written contracts, ten years: on judgments
of courts ot record, twenty years: to recover real es-
tate, ten years, Revivor: Admission of debt or new
promise to pay, which must be in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN may own in their own right real
and personal property acquired by descent, gift or pur-
chase, and may manage, sell, convey and devise the
same by will in the same manner as the husband can
Pmperty belonging to him. Neither husband nor wife is
iable for the debts or liabilities of the other incurred
before marriage, and, except as herein otherwise de-
clared, they are not liable for the separate debts of the
other, nor are the wages, earnings or property ot either,
nor the rent or income of such property, li ble for the
separate debts of the other. Contracts may be made
by a wife and liabilitics incurred. and the same ¢nforced
by or against her, to the same extent and in the same
manner as it she was unmarried.  But both are liable
for the expenses of the familv.and the education of the
children, whether contracted for by one or the other.
They may be sued jointly or separately therefor. Dower
and the estate of curtesy are abolished, but the sur-
viving wife or husband takes one-third in value ot all
the legal and equitable estate possessed by the other
during marriage.

MoRTGAGES must be subscribed by the parties and
acknowledged and recorded xame as deeds. Are fore-
closed by civil action. Mortgagor has one year in which
to redecm, Chattel mortgages to be valid against ex-
isting creditors or subsequent purchagers without no-
tice must be recorded immediately in the county where
the holder of the prop srty resides. A chattel morigage
may include all kinds of personal Eroperty.and the credi-
tor may enter into possession of the mortgaged property
at any time after the execution of the instrument.

NoOTES AND BiLLS oF ExcHANGE. Grace is_allowed
upon all negotiable bills or notes payable within the
State accor(ﬁng to the law merchant, and notice of non-
acceptance, or non-payment, or both, is required ac-
cording to the rules of commercial law. Damages al-
lowed on protested paper; three to five per cent. To
hold indorser note must be duly presented, payment re-
fused, and indorser notified. Open accounts are as-
signable. Paper falling due on Sunday, 1st day of Jan-
uary, 30th of May, 4th of July, the 25th day of December,
and any day appointed by the Governor or by the Presi-
dent as a day of fasting or thanksgiving, shall be con-
sidered and treated as falling due on the preceding day.

Surrs. But one form of action in this State, known
as a civil action and regulated by a Code of Procedure.
Actions are commenced by serving defendant with no-
tice, stating generally the nature of the claim, and filing
a petition In court. ten days before the term. Actions
generally are prosecuted in the name of the real party
In interest. and in the county where defendant resides,
or property in question is situated, or cause of action
arose. Process must be served in Justice’s Courts on
debtor at least five and not more than fifteen days, and
in the District and Circuit Courts at least ten days, be-
fore the first day of term. It defendant is served out-
side of his county, but inside of jndicial district,
process must be served fifteen days —elsewhere there
must be twenty days® service for every 1,002 miles or
fraction. Service short for first term is good for next term.

TaxEs become due and payable on second Monday in
November, and delinquent on February 1st following.
If not paid before March 1. penalty of one per cent. per
month is added for first three months, two
per cent. per month for next three months, and
three per cent. per month thereafter. Lands are sold
on first Monday in October after taxes become delin-
quent. Three years are allowed in which toredeem by
payment of amount for which lands were sold, twenty
per cent. penalty, and ten per cent. per annum upon
the whole amount.




COMMERCIAL LAWS. 33

KANSAS.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS within the State must ber made
before a Judge or Clerk of a court having a seal, a Jus-
tice of the Peace, Notary Public, County Clerk, Regis-
ter of Deeds, or Mayor or Clerk of an incorporated
city. In cases where the acknowledgment is made out
of the State it must be made before a court of record, a
Clerk, or other officer having the seal thereof, a Com-
miesioner of Dveds for Kansas, Justice of the Peace or
Notary Public, or before any Consul of the United
States, resident in any foreign country or port. When
the acknowledgment is made before & Justice of the
Peace, some Clerk of a court of record must certify to
his official position.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Assignments must
be for benetit of all creditors, and do not discharge the
debtor. Must Le executed and recorded like convey-
ances of real property. Creditors (above ten dollars)
are notified by Clerk of District Court, and at the meet-
ing held for choice of assignee, a majority of such cred-
itors must be present, otherwise appointment rests
with the court. Creditors who fail to appear are pre-
cluded. Assignee must pay out funds in his hands
within one month of allowance of demands. Property
must be appraised, and assignee is in all respects sub-
ject to order of court, and his accounts are passed upon
by a Commissioner before his discharge.

ATTACHMENT. The creditor in a civil action for the
recovery of money may, at orafter the commencement
thereof, have an attachment against the property of
the debtor, where the debtor or one of several debtors
is a foreign corporation or non-resident of the State,
(but no attachment shall be granted on the ground or
groundr in this clause stated, for any claim other than
a debt or demand arising upon contract, judgment or
decree, unless the cause of action arose wholly within
the limits of this State, which fact must be establiched
on the trial), or where the debtor or one of several
debtors has absconded with intent to defraud hie cred-
itors; or has left the county of his residence to avoid
the service of a summons; or go conceals himself that
a summons can not be served upon him; or iz about to
remove his property or a part thereof out of the juris-
diction of the court, with intent to defrand his credi-
tors; or is about to convert his protperty or apart there-
of iuto money, for the purpose of placing it beyond
the reach of his creditors; or has property or rights in
action which he conceals; or has assigaed, removed or
disposed of, or is about to dispose of his property or a
Barc thereof, with the intent to defraud, hinder or delay

is creditors; or fraudulently contracted the debt, or
lraudulentl{ incurred the liability or obligation, for
which suit is about to be or has been brought: or when
the damages for which the action is brought are for
the injuries arising from the commission of some felony
or misdemeanor, or the seduction of some female; or
when the debtor has failed to pay for any article or
thing delivered, for which by contract he was bound to
pay on delivery.

Garnishment. When the plaintift, his agent or at-
torney, shall make oath in writing that any i)erson or
corporation has property of the defendant, or 1s indebt-
ed to him, a garnishment summons may issue to such
person, aad copy of order of attachment with notice
that he appear and answer. When suit is brought be-
fore a Justice of the Peace, if affidavitis made thatany
person or corporation is indebted to defendant, or has
property belonging to him and that plaintiff is likely
to lose his claim unless garnishee summons issue, the
Justice of the Peace will issue such summons at the
commencement of the suit.

ConTracTs. All contracts which, by the common
1aw are joint only, shall be construed to be joint and
several. Any person jointly or severally liable with
others for the |’myment of any debt, may be released
from such lability by the creditor, and such release
shall not discharge the other debtors beyond the proper
proportion of the debt for which the person released
was liable. The use of private seals in written con-
tracts (except seals of corporations) is abolished.

CONVEYANCES. All instruments of writing for the
conveyance or incumbrance ot real estate within this
State, executed and acknowledged, or proved in ang
other State, territory, or country, in conformity wit
the laws of such State, territory, or country, or in con-
formity with the laws of this State, shall be as valid as
if executed within the State.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts,
holding two to three terms a year in nearly every
county, have §eneml original jurirdiction in Iaw and
equity. Regular terms of the Probate Court are held in
each county on the first Monday in Jannary, April, July

and October, and special or adjourned terms may be
held as business may require. Justice’s jurisdiction
in civil actions for the recovery of money, $300; to re-
cover specific personal property, $100.

EXECUTIONS may be ordered as snon as judgment is
obtained. It is the daty of the Justice, without an
order, to issue execution within ten days from rendi-
tion of judgment. Executions are made returnable
within thirty days. Personal property levied on must
be appraised, and advertised for ten days, and sold at
auction to the highest bidder. There is no stay of exe-
cution in the District Court, except where a case is
taken 10 the Supreme Court on appeal. In Justice's
Courtg, by filing bond, stays of execution are granted as
follows: On any judgment for $20 and under, thirty
days; over $20 and under $50, sixty days; over $50 and
not exceeding $100, ninety days; over $100, one hundred
and twenty days. There is no redemption of land sold
under execution or other legal process in this State.

ExemprioNs. Homestead of 160 acres of farming
land, or of one acre within an incorporated town or
city, with buildings thereon, unlimited in value.
Every person residing in this State, and being the
head of a family, shall have exempt from seizure upon
attachment or execution, or other process issued from
any court in this State: Family Bible, school books,
and family library; family pictures and mueical instru-
ments used by the family; all wearing apparel of the
family, all beds, bedsteads and bedding used by the
debtorand his family, one cooking stove and append-
ages, and all other cooking utensils, and all other
stoves and appendages necessary for the use of the
debtor and his family; one sewing machine, spinninﬁ
wheel, and all other implements of industry, and al
other household furniture not herein enumerated, not’
cxceeding $500, two cows, ten hogs, one yoke of oxen
and one horse or mule, or in lieu of one yoke of oxen
and one horse or mule, a span of horses or mules, and
twenty sheep and their wool; necessary food for the
support of such stock for onc year ; one wagon, two

lows, drag, an | other farming utensils, not exceeding

300; grain, meat, veEetablee. groceries, etc., for the
family for one year; the tools and implements of any
mechanic, miner. or other person, kept for the purpose
of carrying on his business, and in addition thereto
stock in trade not exceeding $400 in value; library, im-
plements, and office furniture of any professional man.
A lien on the homestead may be created by hushand
and wife joining in the mortgage. Residents, not the
head of a family, have tools, Implements, and stock in
trade up to $400, exempt from execution. X

INTEREST. Legal rate, seven per cent., but twelve
per cent. may be agreed upon. Excess of twelve
per cent. is forfeited, but there is no penalty for
usury.

JuDpaMENTS of courts of record are liens on real
estate of debtor within the county, but lose their pri-
ority over subsequent judgments unless execution is
issued and levied within one year after judgment.
The lien can be extended to other counties by filing
certified copies of judgment. Lien continues for five
years, and may be revived. Justices’ judgments be-
come liens on filing transcript in District Court of the
county in which they were rendered. .

LiMiTATIONS OoF SUITS. Actione concerning real prop-
erty must be brought within fifteen years; on oglcial
bonds and contracts in writing, five years; contracts not
in writing, three years; trespass, detinue, replevin,
and for relief on the ground of fraud, two years. Re-
vivor: Part payment, or written acknowledgment or
promise.

MARRIED WOMEN have same rights as men concern-
ing property and business, and may carry on trade, sue
and be sued, and sell or convey their real estate, pre-
cisely as their husbandg can. The estates of dower and
curtesy have been abolished. Homestead is absolute

roperty of widow and children, and widow takes in

ee simple one-half of all other real estate owned by
the husband during coverture, unless she joined in the
conveyance thereof.

MoRreAGES and conveyances of real estate, to be valid
against subsequent bona fide purchasers, must be duly
acknowledged and recorded within the county. Are
foreclosed by suit onlg, in which all parties in interest
are raade parties defendant. Chattel mortgages are
absolutely void as against creditors and subsequent
purchasers and mortgagees in good faith, unless pos-
sesgion of the property actually passes to and remains
in the mortgagee. or the instrument be forthwith filed
of record. Such mortgages expire within one year, as
to creditors or purchasers, unless renewed by afidavit,
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showing interest, filed during the last thirty days of
the year.

NoOTES AND BiLLs oF ExcnaNGE. All hondes, notes
and bills of exchang:, except bank checks and sight
drafts, made negotiable, shall be entitled to three days
of gruce in the time of payment. All bonds, notes,
and bills of exchange, foreign and inland, drawn for
any sum or sums of money, certain, and made payable
to any person or order, or to any person or bearer, shall
be negotiable by indorsement thereon if payable to
order, and by delivery if payable to bearer, so as to
absolutely tranefer and vest the property thereof in
each and every indorsee or holder, successively; but
nothing in this section shall be construed to make
negotiable unF such bond, note, or bill of exchange,
drawn payable to any person or persons alone, and not
drawn payable to any order, bearer or assigns. [See
General Statutes, 1868].

By the laws of 1875 it was provided that no person or
persone, bank or body corporate, residin%)or doing buei-
ness within the limits of this State, can be held liable
for protest damages on any bond, note or bill protest-
ed heretofore or hereafter for non-acceptance or non-

or upon any day appointed for a public Fast or Thanks-
giving, the next preceding day is the last day of
grace.

Suits are commenced in the District Courts by filing
a petition and f;recipe, and causing a summons to irsue
thereon. Actions conccrninﬁ real estate muet be
brought in the county in which the land or a part
of it is situated, and all other actions in the coun-
ty in which defendant resides or may bhe sum-
moned, except where defendant is non-resident or a
foreign corporation, when action may be brought in
any county where defendant has property.

Taxgs. One-half the annual levy becomes due Dec.
20, and if not paid all becomes due and 1here is a pen-
alty of five per cent. added. Ifnot paid by March 20
another five per cent. is added. and on June 20 still
another five per cent. The tax is then delingunent, and
groperl is subject to sale on the first Tuerday in

eptember following. After sale it bears interest at
the rate of twenty-four per cent. per annum, and the
same rate on all subsequent taxes. Lien attaches on
November 1 in the year in which tax is levied, and
lands sold for taxes are redeemable within three years

payment. Whenever the third day of grace falls | from day of rale. )
upon a Sunday, July 4, December 25, or January 1,
KENTUCKY.

ACKNOWLELGMENTE. Deeds executed out of the
United States by persons other than marricd women
may be certified by any Fomigﬁ Minister or Consul, or
Secretary of Legation of the United States, or by the
Secretary of Foreign Aflairs, certified under his seal of
office or by the Judge of a superior court of the nation
where the deed shall be executed, to have been ac-
knowledged or proved by him as required by law (Gen.
Stat., Chap. 24, Sec. 17). Deeds exccuted out of this
State and within the United States by persons other
than married woman, may be certified under his seal
of office. by the Clerk of a court, his deputy, or a
Notary Public, Mayor of a city, or Secretary of State, or
.Commiseioner to take acknowledgments of deeds, or by
a Jodge under the seal of his court, to have been
acknowledged or proved before him 1 the manner
hereb{' required (70id, Sec.16). Deeds executed in this
State {others than married women, may be acknowl-
edged before a Clerk of a County Court, or may be
proved by two subscribing witneeses, or by one who
alfo proves the attestation of the other, or by proof of
two witnesses that the subecribing witneeses are both
dead or out of this State, or one =0 abrent and the other
dead, and like proof of the signature of one witness
and the grantor. Deeds of married women executed in
this State must be acknowledged before a Clerk of the
County Court, who shall explain to her the contents
and effect of the deed separately and apart from her
husband, and if she freely and voluntarily acknowledge
the same, and is willing for it to be recorded, he shall
certify the deed, stating the acknowledgment when it
was acknowledged, Lut need not state privy examina-
tion, etc. A deed of a married woman, to be effectual,
shall be acknowledged before some of the officers
named above when made out of this State, who =hall
explain to her the contents and effect of the instrument
separately and apart from her husband, and if she
freely and voluntarily acknowledge the same, and is
willing for it to be recorded, he shall so certify.

ASSIGNMENTS AND IxsOLVENCY. There is no provision
for the discharge of an insolvent debtor unlees debts are
peid in full. general assignment for benefit of all
creditors may be made and claims are proven, as in the
case of A decedent’s estate. Trustee must give bonds
ard settle his acconnt in two years.

ATTACBMENT iesues,where defendant is non-resident
or a foreign corporation, or has been abeent fonr
months from the State, evades service, conceals, at-
tempts to remove, disposes of, or conveys property with
intent to defraud or delay creditors. But an attach-
ment will not be granted on the first two grounds
except on actions to recover a debt or demand arising
upon contrsct. Bond and security must be given.

arnishment process will issue on return of an execu-
tion uneatisfied, or at the commencement of an sttach-
ment suit, and any persons indebted to defendant may
be made parties thereto. An order or arrest may be
issued by the Clerk of the Court in which the action is
brought or pending, when an affidavit is filed showin
the amount, nature and justness of the demand, an
that the debtor is about to depart from the State with
intent to defraud his creditors, has concealed or moved
his property, or a material part thereof, from the estate,

or that he has money, or sccuities for money, or evi-
dences of debt in his possession, or that ot others for his
use, and is about to depart from the State without leav-
ing sufMcient property to {)ay plaintiff’s claim. Bond
muet be given by plaintiff in double the amount of his
claim, to cover the damages to the defendant, if the
order was wror gfully procured. Defendant, when taken
under order of arrest, will be confined in jail until he
gives bail or is diecharged under insolvent laws.

CouRTe. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts are
held twice a year in nearly every county; and in Jeffer-
fon county (Louisville) continnously. except July and
August, ave original juriediction in all civil cases,
both in law and cquity. But in twenty-three counties
Common Pleas Courts have been established with simi-
lar common law juriediction, and in Kenton, Campbell,
Bracken and Pendleton counties there are Chancery
Courts with ¢xclusive equitable juriediction. Jefferson
county har a Court of Common Pleas and a Chancery
Court, with juriediction in the city of Louisville and
county of Jefferson. Counlg Courts in cach county
deal with probate and guardiatship matters. Quar-
terly Courts have jurisdiction up to $100, and Justice's
Courts up to $:0; Justices of the Peace in Jeffcrson
coum{ up to $100, exclueive of interest and costs. The
Appellate Court has no original juriediction. All cases
may be sppealed where the amount in controversy is
$50 or more.

EXECUTIONS issue from courts of Justices of the
Feace and ConntY Courts in five days: Circuit Courts,
ten daye; Louisville Chancery Court, fifteen days; re-
turnable not under thirty nor over ninety days from
date, and are liens only after delivery to proper ofticer.
At any time before levy is made, debtor can execute a
replevin bond with good security.payable to the credit-
or, which acte as a stay for three monthe. Rer]estate
eold under execution for less than two-thirds its ap-
graised value may be redeemed within twelve months

y payment to purchaser of original purchase money and
ten per cent. per annum intereet thercon.

ExeMpTIONS. No exem})tions allowed except to bona
fide housekeepers, with & family; in favor of snch there
is exempt from execution and attachment for debt: a
homestead of the value of $1,C00; specific articles ot
household furniture: live stock, provisions and proven-
der, agricnltural and domestic implements, libraries and
inetruments of professional men:; which may vary in
value from one to seven hundred dollars: the wages of
a laboring manto the extent of $50, except for house
rent and family supplies. These exemption laws are of
different dates,none, however, more recent than March,
1872. Exemption continues after death of debtor, tor
widow and infant children, if any.

INTBREST. The legal rate of interest in this State is
six per cent.,and no contract may be made at any
ireater _rate, ['gee Act of March 14th, 188, in force

ril 1, 1878.] The penalty for usury is forfeiture of
all interest in excess of the legal rate. Six per cent. is
allowed upon judgments rendered, and judgments upon
written contracts bear the same rate of interest pro-
vided for in the contract, not exceeding the legal rate
as fixed by the above law. Interest at the legal rate
may be recovered upon open accounts by proper plead-
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ing of the maturity of debt and the default of the de-
fendant. Prior to the adoption of the law quoted
above it was allowable to contract for a rate not ex-
ceeding eight per cent. per annum,

JUDGMENTS are not a lien upon the estate of the de-
fendant. Executions may issue upon them at any time
within fiftecen years, and every time they are issued act
as a revival of judgment.

LiMiTATIONS OF SuiTs. Actions upon contracts in
writing, ofticial bondg, or upon a judgment or decree of
any court, must be brought within fifteen years, the
time dating from the last issue of execution; also all
actions for the recovery of real estate; and no disabili-
ty whatever can extend the time longer than thirty

ears. Actions upon contract, exprees or implied, not
In writing, for trespass on real or personal property, on
bills of exchange, drafts, or upon a promissory note
placed on the footing of a bill of exchange, upon.ac-
counts between merchants or their agents, or for relief
upon the ground of fraud, must be brought within five
years. Actions upon merchants’ accounts for goods sold
to consumers shall be brought in two years, the time to
be computed from the first day of January next after
the goods are gold and charged. Revivor: New prom-
{)se. or recognition of debt as an existing liability after

ar.

MarrIED WoMEN hold their separate estate free from
the control or liability for debts of the husband. Upon
joint petition of husband and wife, Circuit Court may
empower the wife to trade as a feme sole. Widow
takes dower in one-third for life of all real estate, unless

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ot deeds executed within the
State may be made before a Notary Public, Parish Re-
corder or his deputy, in the presence of two witnesses.
In other States, before a Commissioner of Louisiana, or
any officer authorized to take depositions in the
State where he resides, but the official character of
such officer must be properly verified. A Louisiana
Commiseioner may certify to the official position of
an, pl:ib]ic officer in the State for which he is ap-

olnted.

P ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. Under the State
lawsinsolvent debtor may make surrender of property
to creditors, or an involuntary surrender may be forced
by any creditor who shall have issumed an execution
which is returned unsatisfied. Surrender vests all
property of debtor in creditors, and stops all legal pro-
ceedings against him. Debtor must file sworn eched-
ules of assets and liabilities. Creditors elect a syndic,
who vives bond and manages the estate. Mortgage or
privilege creditors are not bound by the decigion of the
majority of the creditors if they wish to sell the prop-
erty, bnt may ask for the sale of sufficient to pay the
mortgage or privilege debt. Debtor can only obtain
final discharge by consent of & majority of creditors in
number and amount, and where discharge is not grant-
ed, debtor can be forccd to make & new cesgion, when
he can be shown to have acquired property, but debts
subseqnently contracted arc entitled to preference.
Wherea jury find the debtor guilty of fraud, he is de-
prived of the benefit of the ineolvent laws, and is liable
to imprisonment. X
ATTACEMENT. Writs of attachment issue on a?-
plication of creditor, under oath, when the debtor is
about leaving the State permanently, withont there be-
ing a possibﬁlty, in the ordinary course of judicial *)ro-
ceedings, of obtaining or executing judgment against
him previous to his departure; when the debtor resides
out of the State: when he conceals hlmselt to avoid
being cited and forced to answer to the suit intended to
be brought against him; when he has mortgaged, as-
signed or disposed of, or is about to mortgage, aseign,
or dispose of his [i)roperty, rights, or credits, or some
part thereof, with intent to defraud his creditors or give
an unfair preference to some of them; and when he has
converted, or is about to convert, his property into
money or evidences of debt with intent to place it be-
ond the reach of his creditors. Creditor must furnish
gond exceeding by one-half the amount claimed to be
due, with_at least one erolvent surety, residing within
the jurisdiction of the court, conditioned for payment
to debtor of all damages sustained by him in case it is
decided that the attachment was wrongfully obtained.
Arrest of the debtor is allowed, but is of little practi-
cal value, as it only secures the person of the debtor to
answer the suit, and he can not be held for the payment

dower be barred, forfeited or relinquished. Married
:lvm?en may dispose of their separate estate by deed or
evise.

MoRTGAGES must be executed and acknowledged
same as deeds, but contain a clause of defeasance.
Wife must join to bar dower. Mortgages can only be
foreclosed by decree of court of equity. Chattel mort-
ﬁaggs must be recorded, and, except as to creditors

aving actual notice, take effect only from the time
they are lodged for record in the County Clerk’s office.

NoTEs AND BrLLs oF ExXcHANGE. Three days of
grace are allowed on bills of exchange drawn payable
at or after ight, or on time. No damages are allowed
on any Hills of exchange, upon protest, except ten per
cent. per annum on bills drawn upon persons out of
the United States, but not longer than eighteen months.

Suirs. Civil actions are commenced %y filing a peti-
tion with the Clerk of 1he proper court and causing a
summons to issue thereon. Non-resident plaintitfs
muet give bond for costs. In ordinary proceedings
summons must be served ten days before commence-
ment of the term. Parties sending claims to Kentucky
for collection should give full names and residence of
plaintiffs.

TAxEs are due on June 1st of each year, and five per
cent. penalty is added after April 1st following. Sheriff
may levy on personalty, and if there be no personalty,
then (after Nov. 1) on real estate. Owner may redeem
within two years on payment of purchase money with
interest at the rate of thirty per cent. per annum and
costs.

LOUISIANA.

of the debt. Garnichment may be had as an accessory
either to a writ of attachment or fleri facias.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
have original guriediction where over $100 are involved.
Orleans Parish has six District Courts, and civil busi-
neg(s) is divided amongst them. Justice's jurisdiction,

EXECUTION. Property taken under a writ of fleri
Jacias must be adverticed and appraised, and can not
be sold for less than two-thirds of the appraised value,
until it has been re-adverticed. There is no redemp-
tion of property sold under execution or mortgage.
No stay of execution is given except on appeal, and
execution may issue at any time after the delay for
appealing suspensively has expired.

XEMPTIONS. To head of family, 1€0 acres of land
and improvements, if owned and occupied as a resi-
dence, together with certain furmiture, stock, imple-
ments, provieions, etc.; the property not to exceed
$2,000, and no exemption if wife has separate property
worth over $2,000. .

INTEREST. Legal rate is five per cent., but eight per
cent. may be agreed upon. If higher than eight per
cent. is charged, such charge forfeits entire intereat.
If t may be sued for and recovered within

aid,
twerve months, But a higher rate may be recovered if ,

included in the principal of the note.

JUDGMENTS recorded in the office of the Parish Re-
corder become mortgages from date of record upon all
real estate of the debtor, and may be thus recorded in
anl}: parish where debtor owns real estate.

IMITATIONS TO SUITs. Prescription—Of three years;
Claime for arrearages of rent charges, or the hire of
movables or immovables, for the pa{ment of money
lent, on accounts of merchants, whether wholesale or
retail, and on all open accounts. Of five years: Actions
on bills of exchange and promissory notes, reckonin
from the date of maturity, for nullity or rescission o:
contracts. Of ten years: All judgments for money,
whether rendered within or without the State, reserv-
ing to owner of judgment the right to have the same
revived at any time before prescription has run. Of
thirty years: All actions for immovable &roperty, or
for an entire estate, as a succession. escription
may be waived by the debtor after the same is required.
Revivor: Express acknowledgment and promise to pay.

MARRIED WoOMEN. Separate property of wife con-
trolled by her; revenues of aii separate property and
all property acquired by either husband or wifc after
marriage held in community. A married woman can
not sue without the concurrence of her husband, and
she can not bind herself or her property for his debts.
Wife has no dower in her husband’s real estate.

MORTGAGES can be foreclosed at any time after ma-
turity of the debt, by instituting a regular suit and




36 COMMERCIAL LAWS.

obtaining judgment thereon, or, if the act imports a
confessjon of judgment in favor of the holder, he can
apply to the court for an order directing the Sheriff to
seize and sell the propertg. All mortgages must be
recorded before they can have any effect as against
third parties. Trust deeds are not in use. and chattel
mortgages are unknown to the laws of Louisiana.
There iy no redemption of property sold under mort-
gage.

Notes AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. Three days grace
are allowed upon bills of exchange and notes, or other
obligations made negotiable by law, but no grace is
allowed on sight bills or orders for money on demand.
All negotiable instruments are due and payable on the
dag fol owin% the third day of grace, when the third is
a Sunday or legal holiday, and if this day be a Sunday
or legal holiday, then such instruments are due and
ga{a le on the following day, not a Sunday or legal

oliday. Whenever a promissory note is indorsed
for the benefit of the drawer thereof—of which men-
tion is made in the note—if caused by the drawer to
be discounted in any bank in operation within the
State, or if the drawer obtain any money in considera-
tion of said note from any person, the indorser shall be

bound to the holders of the note as if it had been dis-
counted or negotiated for his own use or benefit. Bills
and notes, or other obligations for the payment of
money. to be evidence of & deb?, must express the whole
sum in writing. T'he cents may be in figures. Days ot
public rest are January 1. January 8, February 12. Feb-
ruary 22, March 4, July 4, December 25, Sundays, Good
Friday and Shrove Tuesday.

Surrs.  Actions are commenced by petition setting
forth cause of action, etc., and signed by plaintift or his
attorney. Plaintiff must give resident security, and
also make a deposit to cover costs. Full names and
residences of parties should be wupplied, especially
where the claim belongs to a partnership.

Taxkes. The Collector is required to give ten days
public notice of hix readiness to receive taxes, and after
ten days from the expiration of =uch notice, must give
written notice to each delinquent. If taxes are not
paid w thin ten days more, Coliector may seize and sell
property, after twenty day= advertisement. Lands sold
for taxes are redeemable within two years, by the
owner, his agent or heirs, or any creditor, on payment
of the purchase money. with interest at one per cent. a
month, and all subsequent taxes paid.

MAINE.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. All deeds of real estate in

this State must be under actual seal. and it is usual,
although not compulsory, to have them witnessed.
Deeds, in order to be recorded, if executed within the
State, must be acknowledged before a Justice of the
Peace or Notary Public. In other States and Ter-
ritories acknowledgment can be made betore any Mag-
istrate, Notar Puﬁlic, Justice of the Peace, or Com-
missioner of Deeds for the State ot Maine. While a
certificate of a Clerk of record to the acknowledgment
taken by a Justice of the Peace, or other oflicial, is not
required, it is in all cases recommended. For acknowl-
edEments oune grantor is sufficient. In foreign countries
ac, nowledlgments may be taken by a Notary Public, or
by any United States Minister or Consul.
. AsSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENcY. Insolvent debtors
may make assignments for the benefit of creditors, and
such will be beld to pass all the property of the debtor,
whether specified or not, except such as is exempt by
law. Property so assigned is not attachable for six
months after first publication of notice by assignee. and
creditors have three months after execution of assign-
ment in which to become parties thereto. Debts of
creditors who become parties are aloue discharged by
assignment.

An insolvent law (enacted later) provides a system of
insolvency, voluntary and involuntary, where debts are
not less than $300, with assignees elected, subject to
approval of the court, who dispose ot property, pay ex-
penses and divide the assets. 'I'he insolvent may be dis-
charged from his debts, Fraudulent conveyances and
})references are declared void. Pcnalties are provided
or misconduct of insolvent assignee and messenger.
Debts contracted by fraud and breach of trust are not
affected by discharge, which may be annulled within
two years for cause. Proceedings are in the Probate
Court with appeals in certain cases to the Supreme Ju-
dicial Court, which has full e%uity power in all matters
arising under the law. It debts are less than $300, the
debtor may make a general disclosure and be discharged
from arrest. It has not been decided whether this law
repeals the assignment law.

ATTACHMENT. All real an%‘fersonal property not ex-
empt by law may be attached for debt, no affidavits
being required, and no security for costs unless the
creditor is a non-resident of the State; and liens thus
created hold in the order in which the attachments are
made until thirty days after rendition of judgment,
within which time they may be perfected by levy of
execution. Perishable goods or property liable to great
depreciation by keeping, being attached, may be sold
immediately by consent of parties, or by appraisal
caused to be made under the statute by the ofticer uJ)on
request of attaching creditors, and the proceeds held by
the officer in lieu of the property. Debtors about to
leave the State may be arrested by special writ upon
affidavit of the creditor, of his belief that the debtor is
about to depart and reside beyond the limits of the
State, and to carry with him means of his own more
than necessary for his immediate support; and that at
least $10 is due on the claim, and in any case on execu-
tion when the debt is at least $10. Debtors under
arrest or imprisoned on execution or mesne process

may dirclose all their property not exempt from at-
tachment for the creditor's benefit, and be discharged
from arrest by Justice’s Courts constituted for that
purpose, or may give bond and disclose in the same
manner. A party indebted to another may be held as
trustec of the latter, but claims for wages of personal
labor not exceeding $20 can not be garnisheed, except
where the debt is for necessaries.

Courrs. Terms and Jurisdiction. Supreme Judicial
Court, which holds from two to three terms a year in
each county. has unlimited jurisdictjon in all actions
except as specified below. Inthe county of Cumberland
(Portiand), the Superior Court hag exclusive jurirdic-
tion up to $500, and concurrent above that sum, and
holds term on first T'uesday of every month, except
June, July and August. In Kennebec county,
(Augusta), the Superior Court has exclasive jurisdic-
tion up to $1,000, aud concurrent above, and sits on the
first Tuesday ot February. April. September and De-
cember, and the second Tuerday of June. Courts of
Probate have the usual jurisdiction; Municipal Courts
and Trial Justices up to $20 only, with some excep-
tions.

ExEcuTioNs may be irsued any time after twenty-four
hours from rendition of judgment, and are returnable in
three months, Will ren against the body where judg-
ment is for more than $10, unless debtor s a married
woman. May be renewed at any time within three
years, or judgment may be sued within twenty years.

o stay is allowed except by the court for special cause,
and for one year against abscnt defendants. Real
estate sold under execution or levy may be redeemed
;vighiu one year by any person having an interest
n it.

ExexprioNs. Homestead, $500, where duly registered.
Usnal wearing apparel. furniture $50, bedding, pic-
tures, etc., library gtso. stoves, fuel and lumber, pro-
visions and secd grain, sewing machine, certain
working animals, a tcam not exceeding $300 in value,
and a boat of two tons burden, and domestic fowl worth

INTEREST. The legal rate of interest is six per cent.,
but the partics may agree in writing for any rate of in-
terest. Judgments bear interest at the rate of six per
cent. On open accounts current, interest would com-
mence when the party to whom the balance is due
makes demand of payment. No usury laws.

JupeMENTS do not create a lien on debtor’s property
but such lien may be created by attachment on the
writ. [See ATTACHMENT, passim.|

LIMITATIONS ON Suirs. Debt contracts and liabilities,
express or implied, not under seal, gix years; arrears
of rent, waste, trespass on land, actions on the case,
and all actions for taking, detaining or injuring goods
or chattels, same time. On real actions and judgments
of courts of record. twenty vears. Revivor: Part pay-
ment or new promise in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN may own, manage and convey real
and personal estate acquired from any source except
from husband, as if single. Married women may own,
buy and sell property of all kinds in their own right
and name, may transact business, and sue and be gued.
A married woman's property is not liable for the dehts
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of her husband, nor is he liable for her debts contracted
before marriage, nor for those contracted after in her
own name and upon her credit. All contracts of mar-
ried women for any purpose are valid. Widow takes
dower in a life estate in one-third of all realty owned by
hasband during coverture, one-half if no issue, if the
estate is solvent. The husband has a iike interest in
the solvent estate of his deceared wife.

MoRTGAGES of real estate muet be acknowledged
and recorded same as deeds. May be foreclosed by
advertisement, by taking peaceable possession, or by
snit. Mortgagor has three years from the time either
of these proceedings are commenced in which to re
deem, but the time of redemption may be reduced to
not less than one year by agreement inserted in the
mortgage. There it no 1edemption from a sale made
by virtue of a power of sale contained in a mortga%e.
Chattel mortgages (which are in use, not authorized by
statute but recognized by the courts) must. when for
above $30, be recorded or possession of the property
taken and retained by the mortgagee; otherwise they
are void as aﬁainst these partiex.

NoTes AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. Three days grace
are allowed on all bills of exchange and promissory
notes not on demand. which are payable within this

State., Promissory notes for the l}))ayment of money, to
order or bearer, are negotiable. Demand and notice are
necessary to bind indorsers. The maker and indorser
can not be sued in one action. Damages on domestic
bills, three to nine per cent.; no statute in relation to
damages on foreign bills protested. Legal holidays are
Sundays, day of public Fast or Thanksgiving fixed by
Governor and Council, Jan. 1st, Feb. 22d, July 4th,
Dec. 25th, and Memorial Day.

Surrs.  Actions are commenced, where both parties
are resident in the State, in the county where either
resides, and if plaintiff is non-resident, then in county
where defendant lives; trustee actions where some
trustee lives. All actions concerning real estate must be
brought in the county where the land is situated; and
actions of replevin, where the property was taken.
Service on individuals must be had fourteen days, and
on corporations thirty days, before the return day.

TAXES congtitute a lien on real cstate. If taxes are
not paid within nine months after assessment, lands
are advertised and sold. Owners of non-resident land
may redeem within eightecn months, and of resident
land within two years after sale, by paying taxes, costs,
and twenty five per cent. interest in the first case, and
twenty per cent. in the latter.

MARYLAND.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of conveyancee of any interest in
real or leasehold property, may be made within the
State, and in the county or city in which the land, or
any part of it lies, before a Justice of the Peace &
Judge of the Orphans’ Court, or a Judge of any court
of record. If within the State, but out of the county
in which the estate conveyed lies, they may be made be-
fore a Judge of any of the State courts of record, or
a Justice of the Peace, the official character of the jus-
tice must be certified by the Clerk of the Circuit, Coun-
ty, or Sn})erior Court, (Baltimore City), under his official
seal. If without the State, they may be made before a
Notary Public,a Judge of any Court of the United States,
or of any State Court having a seal. The seal of the
officer or court to be affixed to the certificate of acknowl-
edgment in all cases. Every deed conveying any inter-
est in real estate, must be rigned and sealed by the
grantor, and attested by at least one witness. A scroll
seal is sufficient. No words of inheritance are ne es-
sary to create an estate in fee simple, and no separate
examination of a married woman is required. .

ASSIGNWENTS AND INSOLVENCY. An insolvent, upon
application for the benefit of the insolvent law, is re-
quired to surrender all his property of every descrip-
tion for the benefit of his creditors. No preferences
are allowed. A discharge releases the claims of all
creditors living in the State, but does not affect the
claims of non-resident creditors unless they are filed
in the proceedings. Voluntary deeds of assignment for
the benefit of creditors with preferences and exacting
releases are valid. Such deeds are void if they do not
in terms convey all the progerty of the aseignor. The
claims of creditors are not barred by such deeds unless
they release.

ATTACHMENTS for debt can be obtained in all cases
when the defendant is a non-resident or has absconded,
affidavit being first made by the plaintiff 10 the correct-
ness of his claim and the fact that the defendant is a
non-resident or has absconded. They may be also ob-
tained in connection with an original process when the
creditor or rome one 1n_his behalf shall %ive bond in
double th:: amount of the debt, with sureties to be ap-
groved by the Clerk, and make affidavit before the

lerk of the Court where the suit is brought that the
defendaunt i8 dona fide indebted to the plaintiff in the
sum claimed. and that the plaintiff knows or has good
reason to believe that the debtor is about to abscond
from the State, or that the defendant has assivned,
disposed of or concealed, or is about to assign, dixpore
of or conceal, his property, or some portion thereof,
with intent to defruud his creditors. or that the de-
fendant fraudulently contracted the debt or incurred
the obligation; or that the defendant ha« removed or is
about to remove his property, or gome portion thereof,
out of this State, with intent to defraud creditors. A
claimant may have the attached property re.eased by
filing a bond in double the amount of the appraisement.

Anmny kind of property or credits belonging to the de-
fendant, in the plaintiff’'s own hands or in the hands of
8ny one elee, and shares of stock in a corporation, may
be attached. Credits not due may be attached, but
wages, hire or ralary not due can not be attached un-
less the debt or judgment upon which the aitachment

issned, exclusive of costs, exceed the sum of one hun-
dred dollars. Imprisonment for debt is abolished.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. The Circuit Courts
in the counties have juriediction both at common law
and equity, unlimited as to the amount of claim. They
hold from two to four regular terms in each county at
which they have a jury; there are, however, interme-
diate terms fixed by the rules, to which process may be
madereturnable. The Circuit Court of Baltimore City
hus exclusive equity jurisdiction in the city. The Supe-
rior Court, the Court of Common Pieas and Baltimore
City Court have concurrent common law juriediction.
The Court of Common Pleas has exclusive jurisdiction
in ineolvency, and the Criminal Court in criminal cases,
The Orphans® Courts in Baltimore City and in the
counties have probate jurisdiction. Justice’s jurisdic-
tion, $100. The Common Law Courts have three terms
in the year, and rule days every month in the year ex-
cept August, to which process may be returnable. The
Equity Court has six terms in the year, beginning the
second Monday of January and every other month.

ExecuTioNs may issue at any time within twelve
years from date of judgment or from the expiration of
any stay, and may be therein levied on any property of
the defendant. In the Circuit Courts for the counties
there is a stay until the first Thursday of the term suc-
ceeding therendition of the judgment, provided the judg-
ment js obtained at the second term after the defendant
is  summoned. There is no stay upon ju ents
rendered in tke courts of Baltimore City or by Justices
of the Peace in the city or counties, but execution may
issue forthwith. The defendant may stay the execution
by superseding with sureties in the courts for six
months, and before Justices in sums under $26.66 for
six months, and over that sum for twelve months,

ExeMprioNs. No homestead law. Wearing apparel,
booke and tools (not kept for sale) and $100 of property
in _addition, are exempt, from execution, except on
judgments for breach of promise to marry and seduc-
tion. Equitable interests in personal property can not
be sold under execution, but may be levied upon, and
the lien thus acquired may be enforced in equity.
Choses in action may be attached.

INTEREST. The legal rate of interest is six per cent.
per annum, Judgments bear interest from their date.
A person proved guilty of usury forfeits the excess
over the real sum or value of the goods and chattels
lent, and legal interest thereon. Since 1876, where the
whole debt, including the ueury, is paid, the usurious
interest can not be recovered back.

JUDGMENTS are liens for twelve years from date of
rendition on any interest of the defendant in real or
leasehold property within the county where rendered.
They can be transferred from one county to another by
gending an execution to the Sheriff and a copy of the
docket entries to the clerk. The lien commences in the
county to which execution is iesued from the date of
the entry of the docket entries by the clerk.

LiMiTATIONS OF SUITS. Accounts and notes are barred
after three years, sealed instruments and judgments
after twelve years. A verbal promise will revive a debt
barred by the statute.

MARRIED WOMEN. The property of a married wo-
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man, real or personal, acquired by her at any time
since 1860, remains her separate estate and is not sub-
ject to the control or liable for thedebts of her husband.
Wife must convey real or personal property by joint
deed with the husband, but may devise the same by
will as if she were sole. Where husband is found a
lunatic by ingquisition she may convey property as if
she were feme sole. She may be sued on any instru-
ment executed jointly with her husband and on_any
contract made in the prosecution of business under a
license to trade. Widow is entitled to dower in real
estate and one-third of the personal estate if there are
children; one-half if none.

MonrTcAGES are executed, acknowledged and recorded
same as deeds, and are not valid against creditors unless
recorded within six months. There must be an affidu-
vit made by the mortgagee or his agent at any time
hefore recording, that the consideration is true and
bona fide. 1f made by agent, he must, in addition,
make oath that he is the agent of the mortgagee.
like afidavit is required to chattel mortgages, and abso-
lute bills of sale, both of which must be recorded

within twenty days. The lien of a mortgage may, by
ceasing to pay interest or any installment of the prin-
cipal for twenty years, be barred. They may be fore-
cloged at any time after the debt becomes due and
betore the lien is barred.

NoTes AND BiLLs oF ExcHanNgE. The maker of a
promissory note or the acceptor of a bill of exchange
will be held liable to an innocent holder who takes the
same before maturity for value and in good faith even
thoagh the note was made or the bill accepted without
consideration. Three days grace are allowed on all
negotiable paper except sight or demand drafts. A seal
to a promissory note makes it a single bill and there-
fore not negotiable. Bills of lading are by statate
ncgotiable in the eame manner and with the benefit of
the same rules as promissory notes.

Sorrs. Actions are at common law. Pleadings have
been gimpiified, but forms of actions remain as at com-
mon law. Service of writs must be made by the retarn
day, which, in the counties is the first day ot each term,
and in Baltimore City of each rule day.

MASSACHUSETTS. -

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be made before any Justice
of the Peace, Magistrate or Notary Public, or Commis-
sioner appointed for that purpose by the government of
this commonwealth within the United States. Ac-
knowledgments of deeds mayhe made before any Con-
sular officer under the laws of the United States, in any
foreign country to which he is accredited. Within
Massachusetts acknowledgments ma{' be taken by
any Justice of the Peace or Notary Public. Where the
acknowledgment i» taken by any official other than a
Commissioner for Massachusetts, a certificate of the
oflicial’s apgointment and authority under which he
acts, made by the Secretary of State, or a Clerk of a
court of record, should be attached. Deeds must be
under seal, a scroll being insufficient. No subscribing
witness is necessary. Release of dower must be ex-
plicitly stated in deed, wife's joining in deed merelfy be-
ing insufticient. In case of several grantors acknowledg-
ment of one is - utlicient.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. The insolvent law
is in many respects similar to the United States bank-
rupt law, repealed in 1878, and has no jurisdiction over
debts contracted outside the State unless the same are
proved in the insolvency proceedings. But an assign-
ment to trustee to divide property among creditors can
not be avoided by attaching creditor and only by assignee
in insolvency. Anyperson owing $100 or more may ob-
tain relief; and any creditor may up{)]y within ninety
days after commission of act of insolvency for seizure
and distribution of estate. Assignee ischosen by major-
ity in value, and may be required to give bond. Proof of
debte must be substantially according to statute form,
mere affidavit of indebtedness not allowable. Original
notes and bills of exchange must be annexed to proof.
The oath may be made before Justice of the Peace, No-
tary Public or Commissioner. Assent of majority in
number and value filed within six months from date of
assignment necessary for discharge if assets do not pay
fifty per cent. or more, otherwise discharge granted
without assent. Attachments made more than four
months prior to first publigation of noticz of issuing
wurraut in case of voluntary proceedings and more
than four months prior to first publication of notice of
filing cf)etitlon in involuntary proceedings are not dis-
solved by assignment in insolvency.

ATTACHMENT. All real estate, goods and chattels not
exempt, may be taken in attachment on the original
writ and held as security for judgment, except that lands
and tenements can not be attached in suits involving
less than $20. Debtor may dissolve attachment by far-
nishing bond with sureties to pay judgment obtained or
value of property attached determined by apprairement.
Upon aftidavit by the creditor or some one in his behalf,
that he has rcason to believe that the debtor intends to
leave the State and has property not exempt from at-
tachment which he does not intend to apply to the pay-
ment of plaintiff’s claim, the debtor may be arrested
and held to bail. Debtor against whom judgment is
rendered for over $20 may be subjected to sworn exam-
ination touching his property, and if he refuses to de-
liver up such property (not belug exempt from attach-
ment), an order for arrest will issue and he can thenap-
ply and be examined to take the poor debtor’s oath.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Justices of the
Peace, Municipal and Police Courts have original and
exclusive jurisdiction when the debt does not exceed

$20. The Sl:})reme Judicial Court has original and con-
current juriediction with the Superior Court, in actions
for recovery of debt to the amount of $4,000 or over in
Suffolk county (Boston) and $1,000 or over in the other
counties of the State. Superior Court has jurisdiction
where the amount claimed exceeds $20. Municipal
Court of the city of Boston has jurirdiction concurrent-
ly with the Superior Court in the county of Suffolk, in
actions where the debt does not exceed $1,000, provided
one or more of the defendants resides or has his usual
R{ace of business in the city of Boston. The other

unicipal, District and Police Courts throughout the
St;&)e have, as a rule, concurrent jurisdiction up to

EXEcUTIONS can _not issue until twenty-four hours
after judgment rendered, and an original execution must
be iesued within one year after plaintiff is entitled to
sue out the rame. Executions from all courts are re-
turnable within rixty days. There is no stay of execu-
tion, except by special order of court.

ExemrTioNs. Homestead, if recorded, to the value
of $800. Household furniture, $300; library, $30: toola
and implements, $100;: stock, $100; boats and fishing
tackle.etc., $100; one cow, six sheep, one swine and two
tons of hay, srewing machine, necessary wearing apparel,
pew in church, etc.

INTEREST. Legal rate, six per cent. which is allowed
on'judgments. There are no usury laws, and any rate
may be reserved or contracted for in writing, and rate re-
;erved in note is payable after maturity of note as be-
ore.

JUDGMENTS may be entered within four days of de-
fault, but do not constitute a lien upon realty or p2rson-
alty of debtor not attached on the original writ. Are
not ontlawed for twenty years.

LivMrraTioN oF Suirs.  Contracts or liabilities, ex-
press or implied and not under seal. six years; real
actions, those upon an attested note, if suit 18 brought
by original payee or his executor or administrator, and
ﬁersona] actions on contracts not limited, twenty years.

evivor: Part payment Dby the party sought to be
charged or new promise to pay in writing. Absence
from the State prevents the running of the statute of
limitations as to a defendant until he comes into the
State. The statute does not run against infants, married
women during coverture, insane persons, those impris-
oned and those absent from the State.

MarriED WoMEN. The real and personal estate of a
married woman, acquired at any time, remains her sole
and separate property, not subject to the control of her
husband, nor liable for his debts. Married women may
carry on trade or business, make contracts, sue and be
sued, in all matters relating to theirseparate property,
and such contracts are not binding upon the husband.
Wife can not deprive her husband of more than half of
her personal property by w.ll, nor can she impair his
interest in her real estate as tenant by the curtesy with-
out his written consent. Widow takes dower as at
common law, in one-third of her husband’s real estate,
and if there be no children she takes one-half for life.
Wife carrying on business on own account must file
certificate with city or town clerk; neglect to do this
renders her property so employed liable for husband’s
debts, and renders husband liable for her debts thus
contracted.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. Three days of grace
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arc allowed on all negotiable paper payable at sight or
at a future day certain, except that no day of grace ghall
be allowed upon any billof exchange,note or draft, pay-
able on demand, nor upon a check drawn upon a bank.
The drawer of a bill or draft requiring acceptance has
till two o’clock P. M., on the next business day after
presentment to decide whether he will accept. Bills of
exchange, drafts. promissory notes and contracts, due
and payable, or to be executed. on Sunday or an

Fast day or '[‘imnksgivin day appointed or recommend-
ed by the Governor or by the President, or Christmas
day, twenty-second day of February, the fourth day of
July, or on the following day when either of the two
days last mentioned occurs on Sunday, shall be payable
or parformable upon the business day next preceding
said days: and in case of non-payment or non-fulgilf-
ment may be noted and protested upon such preceding
day; hut the holder or holders of such obligations need
not give notice of the dishonor, non-payment or non-ful-
fillment thereof until the business day next following
the days above specificd. To charge indorsers of a
promissory note pavable on demand, a demand made at
the expiration of sixty days from the date thereof, with-
out grace, or at any time within that term, is necessary
to fix liability of indorser and shall be deemed to be
made within a reasonable time. No presentment of
such note to the promissor and demand of payment will
charge the indorzer, unless made on or before the last

day of said term of sixty days. Orders and drafts for
money payable within this State, in which no time of
gnyment is expressed, shall be deemed to be payable on

emand. All persons becoming parties to promissory
notes payable on time by a signature in blank on the
back thereof, shall be entitled to notice of the non-pay-
ment thereof the same as imdorsers.

Surrs. Civil actions in general, except those con-
cerning land, (if one of the parties lives in the State)
must be brought in the county where one of them lives
or has his nusual place of business. Where all parties
are non-resident, action may be brought in any county.
Attachment of property owned by defendants residin
out of State sufficient to give jurisdiction in suit af-
ter notice gublished by order of court. Persons com-
morant in State may also be arrested on mesne process
and held to bail.

TaXES assessed on real estate are a lien for two years
after they are committed to the Collector. If not paid
on demand, Collector may sell after advertisement.
Owner, his heirs or assigns, may redeem within two
ly;ears by payment to the purchaser of the sum paid by

im, with ten per cent. interest and all necessary inter-
vening charges and perzon having title may redeem in
two years after notice if property {s taxed to a person un-
known, or to tenant or occ;l‘f)nnt not owner, or wrong per-
son or mortgagee of record.

MICHIGAN.

AcCKNoWLEDIMENTS. Deeds and mortgages of lands
or any interest therein, executed within this State, must
be witnessed by two p2rsons, and may be ackaowledged
before any Judge or Commissioner of a court of record,
a Notary Public, or a Justice ot the Peacec or Master
in Chaucery. When an instrument in writing is exe-
cuted and acknowledge in any other State, Territory,
or District of the United States, it may be done
betore any Judge of a court of record. a Notary
Pablic. Justice of the Peace, Master in Chancery, or
other officer anthorized by the laws of such State to
take the acknowledgmz=nt of deeds therein, or bafore
any Commissioner appointed by the Governor of Mich-
igan for that purpose. Unless the acknowledgment be
taken before a Commissioner for Michigan, the instru-
ment rhould have attached thercto a certificate of the
Clerk of a court of record of the county or district
within which such acknowledgment was taken, under
the seal of his olce, that the person whose name is
subscribed to the certificate of acknowledgment was, at
the date thereof, such ofticer as he is therein represent-
ed to bz; that he believes the signature of such person
subscribed thereto to be genuine, and that the instru-
ment is executed and acknowledged according to the
laws of such State, Territory or District, and if such in-
strumeat be cxecuted in any foreign country, it may
be executed according to the laws of such country, and
may be acknowledged before any Notary Public
therein, or before auy Minister Plenipotentiary,
Minister KExtraordinary, Minister Resident, Charge
des Affairs, Commissioner or Consul of the United
Statesg, appointed to reside therein. Such acknowledg-
ment to be certified thereon by the officer to being the
same under his hand, and if by a Notary, his seal of
office shall be affixed to such certificate.

ASSIGNMENT8 AND INSOLVENCY. Assignments for
the benefit of creditors may be made by an insolvent
debtor, without preference, and must be of all property
of assignor not exempt from execution. Assignee must
give approved bond in double the amount o {groperty
assigned. The bond and the instrument of assign-
ment ora duplicate thereof, inventory of the assigned

roperty and a list of the creditors of the assignor, must

e filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court in the county
where the assignor resides, or, if he is not a resident of
this State, then in the county where the assignee resides,
and if neither are residents of this State, then in the
county where the assigned property is principally lo-
cated. No assignment shall be effectual until such bond
shall be executed and filed as above stated,and approved
by said Clerk. No attachment orexecution levied upon
assigned property after the assignment and before the
expiration of the time for flling bond shall be valid.
The assignment must be acknowledged before an ofticer
authorized to take acknowiedgments. The bond shall
be to the assi%nor for the joint and sevcral nee and ben-
efit of himself and all creditors of such assignor, and
shall be signed by the a Zignee and sufficient sureties,
who shall justify before said Clerk or a Circuit Court
Commissioner under oath. Notice shall be given by
the assignee personally or by mail to each creditor;
e«uch notice shall require credltors to prove their claims

within ninety days thereafter by aftidavit to b2 filed in
raid Clerk’s office, or in default the assignee or recelver
will proceed to distribute said estate, a8 soon as practi-
cable thereatter without reference to claims not proven.
When dividend is madc, assignee shall cause appraise-
ment to be made, by two competent appraisers nnder
oath, of the property assignedto him,and file the same
with the assignment. He shall also file a report of the
condition of the estate and his doings under the assign-
ment within three months thereatter in the said Clerk’s
office. In case of fraudin the assignment or in the exe-
cution of the trust, or failure to comply with the law, or
failure to promptly and faithfully execute the trust, any

erson interested may fllea bill in chancery for the en-
lorcement of the trust and the appointment of a re-
ceiver.

ATTACHMENT. Process will issue on affidavit that
debtor has absconded. or is about to abscond from the
State; has assigned, removed, or concealed his prop-
erty with intent to defrand; or frandulently contracted
the debt; or is non-resident, or a foreign corporation.
Garnishee process may be issued from apmy court in
which the original snit might be commenced, but the
wages of any houscholder, having a family, to the ex-
tent of $25, are exempt from garnishment. Arrests of
debtors may be made in all actions other than those
arising on contract, and in such actions when the claim
is for money collected by any public officer, or for mis-
conduct or neglect in oftice or professional employment.
No woman can be arrcsted on civil process.

Courts. Terms and Jurigdiction. Circuit Courts,
holding from two to four terms a vear in each county,
have original and exclusive jurisdiction where the debt
exceeds $300. Concurrent jurirdiction when damages
on contract amount to $10J, and exclusive jurisdiction
in actions ol tort where damages alleged ecxceed
$100. The Superior Court of the city of Detroit
and the Superior Court of the city of Grand Rapids
have original and concurrent jurisdiction with the Cir-
cuit Courts in all civil actions where the debt or dam-
a%es exceed $100, and in which the defendante, or one
of them, shall have been served with process in the
said respective citieg, and where the parties, or one of
them reside in raid cities, which must appear in the
process or pleadings. Justice's Courts have original
Jurisdiction when the debt does not exceed $100, and
concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Court when the
debt does not excced $300, except in actions of tort,
where the limit is $100. There is a Probate Court in
each county, with the usual powers.

EXECUTION may issue at once in Circunit Courts, and
within five days from rendition of judgment in Justice’s
Courts. Executions are returnable in sixty days. Stay
in Justice’s Courts may be obtained by é;iving secured
bond for payment of judgment, coste and interest; the
time allowed being four months when the judgment
does not exceed $50, and six months when above that
sum. Lands eold under cxecution may be redeemed
within one year, by payment of the purchare money,
with interest borne by the judgment. “Executions may
issue at any time during the lifc of a judgment.

ExevprioNs. Homestead of any householder not cx-
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ceeding forty acres, if in the country, or a house and
lot in acity, town or village, the valuein either cage not
to exceed $1,500. Can not be alienated or incumbered
without consent of the wife, where such relation exists.
Personalty exempt includes household furniture to
amount of $250; stock in trade, a team, or other things
which may be necessary to carry on the pursuit of
particular business, up to $250; library and echool books
not exceeding $150; to a householder, ten sheep, two
cows, five swine, provigions, fuel, etc.

INTEREST. Seven per cent. per annum is the legal
rate of interest, but parties may contract in writing
for a hi}her rate, not exceeding ten per cent. 'The
penalty for usury is a forfeiture of the excess, but no
action can be maintained to recover back such excess
after the voluntary payment of the same. A bona fide
g:rchaser of negotiable paper is not affected by its

ing usurious, unless appearing on the paper. Judg-
ments bear the same rate of interest as the instrument
upon which such judgment was founded. .

JUDGMENTS are not liens until execution has been
issued thereon and a levy made. Judgments can be
obtained in the Circuit Court in from forty-five to sixty
days, depenaing on return day, time of eervice, term of
court, etc. In Justice's Courts, if defendant makes
default, judgment can be obtained on return day of
process. Judgments of courts of record exist ten years;
of Justice’s Courts, six years.

LiMiTATIONs OF SUiTs On accounts and notes, ac-
tions can not be brought unless within six years from the
time they were due, or from the time the last payment
was made. Sealed instruments and judgments, ten
years. The statute of limitations should be pleaded
specially. Revivor : Part payment, or promise in writ-
ing to pay. Proceedings to foreclose mortgages must
be commenced within fifteen years after they become
due and payable, or within fifteen years after last pay-
ment on mortgage; and as to mortgages fifteen years or
more past due. within five years after the statute takes
eflect. [Sce Session Laws 1879.]

MarrIED WoMEN may make contracts in respect to
their own property, and may have. hold and enjoy the
same, and have the same rights and remedier as though
they were unmarried. But a married woman’s signa-
ture to or indorsement of a note given to secure the
debt of her husband or other person, is void. She may,
however, bind her real or personal property, to secure
such indebtedness, by mortgage. A mortgage npon a
homestead is void unless signed by the wife. idow
taker dower; the use during her natural life of one-
third part of all the lands whereof her husband was
seized of an estate of inheritance at any time during
coverture.

MORTGAGEs of real estate must be recorded within

the county, and if not so recorded are void as against
subsequent purchasers for a valuable consideration
without actual notice of such mortgagee. Chattel mort-
gages are absolutely void as against creditors or subse-

uent purchasers and mortgagees in good faith, unless
the mortgage or a true copy thereof be filed in the City
or Township Clerk's office where the mortgagor re-
sides. - Such mortgages made and withheld from the
files are postponed to all indebtedness contracted after
their date, and prior to date of filing such mortgages.
Chattel mortgages are held to be securities for the debt
on demand—give no title until foreclosed by sale of the
property, under power of sale, or by proceedings in
equity, or possession of the goods is given to and
retained by the mortgagee. Such mortgages cease to
be valid after one year, unless within thirty days before
the expiration of that time they are renewed by affidavit.

NoTE® AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. On all bills of ex-
change and negotiable notes, drafts, and orders payable
within this State, three days of grace are allowed, but
not in case of any bill of exchange, note or draft pavable
on demand. All checks, bills of exchange or drafts
drawn on any bank, are payable without grace, and it is
not necessary to protest the same for non-acceptance.
In all other cases demand, protest for non-payment. and
the sending notices of protest to the indorser, at his
reputed place of b or resid are ary to
bind the indorser. Damages on domestic bills pro-
tested, three to ten per cent. Holidays to be observed
in the acceptance and payment of bills of exchange and

romigsory notes, in the holding of courts, etc., are the
ollowing: 1st day of January (New Year's day), 22d
of February (Washington's Birthday), 4th of July, 25th
of December (Christmas Day), 30th of May (Decoration
day), and any day np&)oinwd by the Governor or the
President of the United States as a day of Thanksgiving.
In case any of said holidays shall fall on Sunday, then
the Monday fo]lowin% shall be considered as the said
holiday. When the Jast day of grace falls on Sunday,
or on any legal holiday, the day previous is considered
as the last day of grace

Surrs. Practice and proceedings of courts are in
accordance with the rules of common law, with some
eta{utory modifications, so far as applicable to our insti-
tutions.

Taxes asgessed against real estate become a charge
against the owner on the second Monday of May, and a
lien on the real estate from firet Monday in December of
game year. Lande returned for delinquent taxes are
eold on firet Monday in October in the year following
that in which the taxes were asressed. One year ig
allowed for redemption. the penalty ranging from fif-
teen to fifty per cent.on the purchase money. City
taxes are governed by charter.

MINNESOTA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Deeds must be signed, sealed
and acknowledged bithe grantor, and attested by two
witnesses. Within the State acknowledgments may be
made before any Judge or Clerk of & court of record,
Justice of the Peace, Notary Public, Register of Deeds,
Court Commigsioner or County Aunditor. Without the
State,but within the United States, by Judges or Clerks
of courts of record, Justices of the Peace and Notaries
Public, aleo by Commissioners in any of the States or
Territories of the United States, duly appointed and
commissioned by the Governor of this State. In for-
elﬁn countries before any Notary Public, Minister, Con-
sul or other diplomatic or commmercial agent of the
United States thereaccredited and resident.

Ass1aNMENTS must be in writing,subscribed by debtor
or debtors and acknowledged. Debtor must file inven-
tory of all property within ten days after filing assign-
ment. Assignee must give bond with two or more
sureties to be approved by Judge of District Court in
double the amount of property inventoried. Claim
must be verified by oath of the party, except claims of
the United States or State of Minnesota. Debts are
paid in the following order after paying costs and
charges of assignment: First, debts due the United
States and the State of Minnesota, and all taxes levied
and unpaid, to be paid in full; Second, debts owin
for wages of servants, laborers and mechanics an
clerks for labor and service performed by them within
three months next Freccding the date of assignment,
which are paid in full to the exclusion of all other in-
debtedness if there be sufficient wherewith to pay the
same in full. If not, they shall be paid pro rata.

ATTACHMENTS may issue from Justice’s Court upon
filing bond in double the value of the ﬁ)ro erty, and afi-
davit of 'flainllﬁ or eome person in his behalf thut he
has good reason to believe: 1st, that defendant is a
non-resident corporation; 2nd, that defendant is not a

resident of this State and has not resided therein for three
months preceding the time of making the affidavit; 3rd.
that defendant has absconded or is about to abscond
from the State; 4th, that defendant has removed or is
about to remove his property out of the State with in-
tent to defraud his creditors; 5th, that defendant re-
sides in any other county and more than 100 miles from
the residence of the Justice; 6th, that defendant con-
tracted the debt under fraudalent representations; 7th,
that defendant go conceals himself that the summons
can not be served upon him; 8th, that defendant has,
or is about to, fraudulently convey or dispose of his
property so as to hinder, delay and defrand his credi-
tors. In attachments in District Courts plaintiff s affi-
davit must state facts and can not be made on informa-
tion and belief as in Justice's Courts. Arrest for debt
is not allowed in this State.

CoURTs. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts,
holding one or two terms a year in each iorganized
county, (three in Rameey and Hennepin countes), have
original jurisdiction in all civil actions involving over
$100; in all actions where a Justice has not jurisdic-
tion, without regard to amount; and in all equitable
actions and proceedings. A Probate Court with usual

owers is established in each organized county, and

olds term on the first Monday of each month. Justice’s
jurisdiction. $100.

ExEcUTIONS may issue from District Courts at any
time within ten years after judgment. and to any county
where a transcript has been docketed. Executions are
returnable in sixty days. Personalty is first levied on,
and is sold on ten days notice; real estate after six
weeks publication. In Justice’s Courts execution may
issue ten days after entry of judgment, returnable in
thirty days, and renewable from time to time for
periods of thirty dave. In courte of record six months
stay is granted on defendant filing bond with two free-
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hold sureties, approved by the court, conditioned to
pay amount of judgment with costs, and interest
at the rate of ten per cent. per annum Stay in
Justice's Courts may be had in same manner, where
judgment is under $10. one month; $10 to $25, two
monthe; $25 to $50. three months; to $75, four
months; over $75, six months. Real estate sold on
execution is subject to redemption for one year from
date of sale. .
ExemprioNs. Homestead of eighty acres in country;
half an acre if in city, town or village not incorporated,
and of less than 5,000 inhabitante, and one lot if in
larger citieg, towns, or villages, with dwelling house
thereon, without regard to value. Wearing apparel,
books, pictures and furniture, up to $500; three cows,
ten swine, twenty sheep, and wool from the same, a
ﬁoke of oxen and a horse, or, in lieu thereof, a span of
orses or mules; necessary food for stock for one year;
wagon, plows and farming utensils up to $300; one
year's seed gmin not exceeding 150 bushels in all. and
provisions for family for one year. The tools and in-
struments of & miner, mechanic or other person, and
stock in trade up to $400; library and instruments of a
professional man; $20 wages of laboring man o-
woman, for services rendered within ninety days pre-
ceding the issue of process. Also, where the debtor is
a printer, publisher or editor of a newspaper, all the
presscs, stoneg, type, cases and other tools and imple-
ments not exceeding $2,000, and stock in trade up to

INTEREST. Seven per cent. is the legal rate of in-
terest npon every legal indebtedness, including judg-
ments and accounts. Since July 1, 1879, the highest
rate of interest allowed to be taken by special contract
is ten per cent. The penalty for usury is forfeiture of
the entire amount of the note or other instrument, and
of all interest.

JupaMENTS. If no defense is made, judgments can be
obtained at the expiration of twenty days, and upon
being docketed in the office of the Clerk of the court,
they hecome liens upon all real estate of the debtor in
the county where docketed, owned by him at that time
or afterwards acquired, for ten years after date of
docketing, and can be enforced during that time by
execution againgt the real or personal property of judg-

| ment debtor.

LmMiTaTioNs To Surrs. On contracte, express or im-
plied, six years; on judgments or to foreclose mortgage,
ten years; real actions, twenty vears. Revivor: Part
payment or new promisge in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN. All property acquired by wife be-

fore or after marriage remaine her separate estate.
neither controlled by nor liable for the debts of her hus-
band. Married women are held on their contracts and
bound by them the same as if unmarried: except,a
married woman can not sell herreal estate, or make any
conveyance of land other than a mortgage for the pur-
chase money or a lease for three years or less, without
her husband joins in the conveyance. Estatesindower
and by the curtesy are abolished, and the surviving wife
or hushand is entitled to the homestead for life free
from debts of the deceased, and to ome equal un-
divided one-third of all other lands of which the de-
ceased was seized during coverture, subject to payment
of lawful debts of the deceased, but free from any
testamentary or other disposition.

MORTGAGES on real estate must be recorded, and are
foreclosed by action or publication. A year is allowed
for redemption. Chattel mortgages are void as against
creditors and subsequent mortgagees and purchasers
in good faith, unless acknowledged and filed with the
Town or City Clerk, both where {\)roperty is sitnated
and where mortgagor resides. They are then valid,
but cease to be notice after two years from date of filing.

NoreEs AND BmLs oF ExcHANGE. On all bills of
exchange, payable at sight, or at a future day certain,
and on all ncgotiable promissory notes, orders and
drafts pavable at a future day certain, within this State,
in which there is no exfress stipulation to the contrary,

race i~ allowed according to the custom of merchants.

o grace on d d paper. Damages five per cent. on
domestic and ten per cent. on foreign paper protested.

Surrs. There i8 only one form of action, and all
civil actions must be prosecuted in the name of the real
B’any in interest, except suits by administrators, etc.

ull name of plaintiff must be furnished. Process to
commence suit in the District Court muet be served on
the debtor twenty days before judgment can be taken
by default, except action for divorce, when summons
must be served at least thirty days before defendant
will be in default.

Taxgs. Taxes become due and payable Dec. 1, per-
sonal property {ax delinquent March 1. Real property
tax delinquent June 1, penalty of 5 per cent. attached
on perronal property March 1, and on real property of
10 per cent. after June 1, County Treasurer to levy
distress on goods and chattels and gell the same at
public vendue for personal property tax, and real
estate is sold for tax on third Monday in September
each'year, and is subject to two years redemption. Tax
“jadgments draw interest at the rate of one and one-
half per cent. from date of sale.

MISSISSIPPI.

(A New Code goes into effect November 1, and will be noted in full in January, 1881, Edition.)

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be certified and proven be-
fore any of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the
United States, or any District Judge of the United
States (Code, 1871, sec.2312), or a Judge of the Supreme
or Superior Court in any State or Territory, any Jus-
tice of the Peace, or Notary Public (Acts of 1876, p. 77),
whose official character shall be certified to under the
seal of rome court of record, or by any commisgioner
appointed by the Governor of Miesiseippi. A married
woman, on a private examination, must acknowledge
that she signed, etc., without fear, threat or compul-
sion of her husband. Garnichee process will issue in
aid ot attachment or execution. ’

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENCY. No insolvent law.
Debtor may make assignments to secure creditors, and
may prefer one creditor over the remainder, but the as-
signment must be bona fide. and po benefit, direct
or indirect, may be reserved to the debtor. All
conveyances or assignments made with intent to de-
frand creditors are void. There is no provision for the
discharge of a debtor on his making an_assignment.

ATTACHMENT. The property of a debtor who is a
non-resident, or who remove~ or is about to remove
himeelf or property, who absconds or conc a s himself,
or who asrigns or disposns of his property, or some
part thereof, or is about to aeeign or dispose of nis
Eroperty, or who has property or rights in action which

e conceals and unjustly refuses to a;galy to the pay-
ment of his debte, with intent to defraud his creditors
or give an unfair preference to some of them. or who
has converted or is about to convert his property into
money or evidences of debt, with the intent to place it
beyond the reach of creditors, or who has fraudulently
contracted the debt or incurred the obligation for
which euit has been or is about to be brought, may be
attached. Non-resident creditors have the same rights
of attachment as resident creditors, whether the debtor
be rerident or non-rerident. The first attachment on
the property holds against all snbrequent ones, and is

to be first satisfled. Plaintif must furnish bond and
make affidavit as to one or more of the grounds of at-
tachment specified ahove. There is no arrest or im-
prisonment for debt in Miesissippi.

Cotrrs. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courts,
holding at least two terme a year in each county, have
juriediction for the collection of all claims over $150.
The State is divided into ten Chancery Court districts,
and the Chancery Courts have full equity and probate
juriediction. Juetice’s courts have jurisdiction for the
collection of debts up to $150.

ExFrcuTioNs issge in courts of record within twenty
days after the adjournment of court for the term,unless
otherwise ordered by the plaintiff, and in Justice's
Courts after the lapse of five days from judgment ren-
dered, unless recovering party makes affidavit that he
is in danger, by delay, o losing his debt or demand, in
which case execution issues forthwith. There is no
stay law in Circuit Courts, but executions issued by
Justices may be stayed for sixty days on sums over §50,
and for thirtg days on less amounts, by defendant giving
secured bond, such stay operating as a waiver of a?peal
and all errors of the {udgment. o redemption of lands
or other property sold under exemption or mortgage.

ExEMPTIONs. Residence of householder having a
family, eighty acres in country or residence and lot in
city, town or village, in no case exceeding, with im-
provements, $2,000 in value. Tools, farming imple-
ments, wearing apparel; libraries of attorneys, physi-
ciang, and ministers, and instruments of surgeons and
dentiste, $250; sewing machine, two horses or mules,
or one yoke of oxen, two cows and calves, five swine,
five sheep with certain food and provisions, wa‘gon or
cart $100, household furniture $100, and wages of daily,
monthly or yearly laborer §100.

INTEREST. The leigal rate of interest is 8ix per cent.
per annum, but parties may contract in writing for ten

er cent.; when more than ten per cent. is stipulated

or, the excess is usurions and can not be enforced.
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JUDPGMENTs when enrolled in Circuit Clerk's office
become liens on defendant’s property within the
county, and may be extended to other counties by filing
certified abstracts of the judgment. Lien continues
seven years,

LiMiTaTIONS oF Surrs. Open accounts, accounts
stated und verbal contracts, three years; contracts not
under seal, exprees or implied, ix years; bondg, notes
and contracts under eear and awards of arbitrators,
seven years; judgments and decrees rendered in
another State against resident of thix, three years;
rendered in this, seven years; real actious, ten years.
Revivor:  An acknowledgment of the debt or new
promise in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN retain their separate estate, real
and personal, however acquired. A married woman
can not be sued upon her contracts, nor can she incum-
ber her separate estate for her husband's debts, even by
joint trust deed or mortgage. But where she engages
1in business as a trader, rkhe may be sued and she is
liable on contracts for supplies for the family, educa-
tion of children, houschold furniture, etc. Deed to
homestead is vold unless she joins, but the husband
can convey all other of his real estate without her join-
ing. Widow takes dower in all lands, tenements, and
hereditaments of which her husband died seized —one-
third if there are children or descendants of children,
and one-half in fee simple if there be none. If the
husband dies intestate, leaving no children nor de-
scendants of children, widow is entitled to his entire
estate, real and personal, in fee simple. The rame rules
of descent regulate both realty and personalty.

MorTaAGES do not take effcct as to creditors or pur-

chasers in good faith and without notice until they are
delivered to the Clerk for record. Mortgages are fore-
closed by bill, and there is no provision for redemption.
Chattel mortgages must be recorded, or poseession of
the property must pass.

Notes AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE must be protested,
and notice of non-payment given eubstantially as at
common law, to bind parties entitled to notice. For-
eign bills of exchange payable out of the United States,
protested for non-acceptance or non-payment, draw ten
per cent, damages and legal interest; bills drawn pay-
able in the United States, protested for non-acceptance.
;iraw damages at the rate of five per cent. besides legal
nterest.

Surrs. Forms of action are ar at common law, but
simplified by the abolition of fictitious pleadln‘gs. Ser-
vice must be had both in Circuit and Justice’s Courts

five days before the court sits.

Taxgs. Peraonal property is assessed once a year;
real estate every four years, and taxes constitute a prior
lien on both real and personal property. Taxes are
due on or before December 15 of each year, and
perzonalty can be sold on flve days' notice. Where
there is no personalty, land of the tax-payer is sold by
the Collector on the first Monday of March following.
The owner or any one interested in any lands sold for
taxcs, may redeem within oné year after the day of sale,
on the payment of all taxes. costs, fees and interest, at
the rate of one and one-half per cent. per month from
the date such lands became delinquent for the non-pay-
ment of taxes.

MISSOURI.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS are take.1 in Missouri, by & court -
having a seal, or Judge, Justice or Clerk thercof, Notary
Public, or Justice of the Peace of county wherein land
is situated. If out of Missouri, but in Unit:dl States, '
Ly a Notary Public, State or Federal court, having a
seal, or Clerk of such court, or Commissioner appointed
by Governor. If without United States, by any court
having real, of State, Kingdom or Empire, or chief
officer of any city or town havinga seal, or any Minister
or {)onsul of United States, or any Notary, having a
seal.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. An insolvent may °
make a voluntary assignment for the benefit of all cred-
itors, and assignee must file inventory of assets within
fiftcen days after execution of deed of assignment and |
5ive recured bond within three days. Assignee fixesa |

ay for hearing claims, and g ves notice thercof by l
|
i

publication for three months. Circnit Court has super-
vision of all assignment proceedings. Debtor is not
discharged from his liabilities except by consent of
creditors. '

ATTACHMENTS will issue in aid of summons when
defendant, i3 non-resident or a foreign corporation, or '
conceals, absconds, or absents himself, removes or at-
tempts to remove, sell, convey or assign property with
intent to defraud, hinder or delay creditors, or where
the debt was frau lulently contracted Writs of attach-
ment may be levied by garnishing a debtor of the de-
fendant. There is no arrest for debt in any case.

Courts, Terms and Jurisdiction. Justice's Courts,
in counties having over 50,000 inhabitants, have juris-
diction on contracts and torts to extent of §230, and of
all actiong against railroads for killing or maiming
stock, irrespective of value. In counties having less
than 50,000, in all cases both of contract and tort to the
extent of ¥150, and against railroads for killing or
maiming stock irrespective of value. Circuit Court
has unlimited general jurisdiction exceeding $50. In
some counties there are local courts, called Common
Pleas, of concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Courte
over certa n districta. Circuit Court holds two to three
terms annually (in St. Louis five). There iz a Probate
Court in cach couaty, with the usual powers.

ExecuTioNs may issue at any time within ten years
from the time judgment is rendered; are returnable to
the next term of court after they are issued. Execetion
from Circuit Court not a lien upon personal property
until levied. Execution from Justice’s Court a lien
upon personal property as soon as placed In hands of
Constable. There i8 no stay of execution. Real estate
taken under execution is sold without appraisement, to
the highest bidder. '

ExewrTioNs. To heads of families: Personal prop-
erly, various articles and stock namud, or else if chosen
by debtor, in value $300; homestead; 160 acres in
couantry, or thirty squara rods in city of less than 40,000
inhabitants, either in value $1,500; in cities over 40,000,

eighteen square rods, value $3,000.

INTEREST. The legal rateis ¢ix per cent., but parties
may contract in writing for not to exceed ten per cent.
The penalty for usury is the forfeiture of the interestat
ten per cent. to the common schoolg, and the recovery of
costs by the defendant. Judgments bear interest at the
rate of six per cent. per annum. If the contract sued
on calls for a higher rate—not exceeding ten per cent.—
the judgment thereon may be made to bear the rate of
interest so agreed on. An open account bears interest
at the rate of six per cent. per annum from the time
when demand for payment {3 made.

JupaMENTS of courts of record are liens upon real
estate of defendant within the county, and may be ex-
tended to other countie: by filing transcript. Judg-
ments of Justices of the Peace are liens on realty after
transcript is filed in Circuit Clerk’s office. Lien con-
tinues t reeryears from rendition of judgment. and may
be renewed for two years by scire facias. Judgment
may be renewed within ten years for an additional pe-
riod of ten years.

LmrratioN oF Suits. Open accounts and all prom-
ises not in writing, five years; contracts and instruments
in writing, ten years: judgments and decrees of courts
of record, twenty years. Revivor: New promise in
writing or part payment.

MARRIED WoMEN hold their real and personal prop-
erty free from control of the husband, and not hable for
his debts, but through the intervention of a trustee.
Wife is liable for her ante-nuptial debts. A married
woman can make contracts in her own name. buy goods,
and give notes in settlement of purchases binding her
own separate property, both real and personal. Widow
fakgs ower in one-third for life of all the husband's

ands.

Morteaces and deeds of trust must be executed and
ackuowled%ed like other deeds, and must be recorded.
The usual form of security is a deed of trust, by which
the property is conveyed to a trustee, with power to sell
without intervention of the court. Chattel mortgages
are void as to creditors of the grantor and purchasers
without notice, unless possession of the Eroperty passes
to and i» retained by the mortgagee, or the mor?age or
deed is recorded. Real property sold under deed of
trust without foreclosure, may be redeemed within one
‘y;ear if bought in by the cestui gue {rust or his assignee,or

y any person for them or either of them—if bought by
a stranger therc is no redemption. Unless evidenced
by writing, exccuted, acknowledged and recorded as
provided in cases of mortgages of personal prggerty, all
sales of goods and chattels, unless accompanied by a de-
livery of possession within a reasonable time, are fraud-
ulent and void as against vendor’s creditors and subse-
quent purchasers in good faith. All conditional sales,
leases, rentings or hiring of personal property unless
evidenced by writing, executed, acknowledged and re-
corded as provided in mortgages of personal Eropert y
are void as to creditors and subsequent purchasers in
good faith,
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Notes AND Biuis oF ExcHaNgk. Upon protested
bills and upon notes that have been negotiated, the fol-
lowing rates of damages can be recovered if the bill or
note is over-due twenty days before suit is begun: 1st, if
drawn upon a party in this State, four per cent.; 2d, if
drawn upon a party out of this State and within the
United States, ten per cent.; 3d, if drawn upon a party
out of the United States, twenty per cent. The destruc-
tion of a bill by the drawee, or refusal to return it within
twenty-four hours after presentation for acceptance, is
taken to be an acceptance. Damages for protest are
allowed only to holders for value or their assigns. No
days of grace are allowed on sight bills or orders.
Pablic holidays are January 1, Jul
General Election day and Thanksgivingday; and notes
or bills falling due upon a Sunday or public holiday are

4, December 25,

gayable on the next day, unless the latter be also a Sun-
ay or holiday, in which case they are payable on the
dag preceding actual maturity.
urts for collection of debts may be brought by sum

mons in the county where defendant resides, or in the
county where plaintiffresides, if defendant can be found
there; where there arc several defendants, in an
county in which one of them resides, and when defend-
ants are non-resident, then in any county. Names of
individual plaintiffs must be furnished, and a bond
given for costs by non-residents.

TAXES remainin¥ unpaid after December 381, are sub-
;rect to a penalty of one per cent. per month until paid.

ax and penalties are a_lien upon property assessed,
which may be sold after January 1.

MONTANA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Every conveyance in writing
'of, or affecting, real estate, must be acknowledged or
proved and certified. Within the Territory acknowl-
edgments may be made before the Secretary of the
Territory, any Judge or Clerk of a court having a seal,
a Notary Public, Justice of the Peace or Coun‘liy Clerk.
Elsewhere in the United States, before some Judge or
Clerk of any court of the United States, or of any State
g Territory having a seal, or a Commissioner of Mon-

na.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSoLVENCY. There is no general
law permitting an assignment by an insolvent, except
when he has been arrested in an action, when he may
assign his proparty to receive his discharge.

ATTACHMENTS. An attachment may be sued out at
the time of issuing the rummons, or at any time after-
ward, before ju ent, upon the creditor, or some one
in his Behalf, making affidavit, showing that the debtor
isowing the creditor upon a contract, express orimplied,
for the payment of money, or property, then due, which
is not secured by a mortgage, lien or pledze upon real
or personal property, stating the amount of the indebt-
edness, (as near as may be). Before the attachment
can issue, an undertaking on the part of the creditor
must be executed and filed in a sum not less than
double the amount claimed. Any person indebted to,
or having possession of property belonging to a judg-
ment debtor, may be compelled by summary order of
court to app‘lg the same on account of the judgment.
Arrest in civil cases may be had in cases of fraud, or
where the action is for wiliful damage to pzrson, char-
acter or property, or in actions for fine or penalty. or
for money fraudulently misappropriated by a public
officer or fiduciary agent, or where defendunt has
removed or disposed of his property, or is about to do
8o with intent to defraud creditors.

Courrs. Terms and Jurisdiction. Territorial Dis-
trict Courts holding two terms a year in each county,
(three in Deer Lodge county,) have original jurisdiction
in all civil cases where above $30 are involved. Probatc
Courts are held in each county, with regular probate
terms on the first Monday in January, March, July,
September and November. They have also jurisdic-
tion within the county in civil actions up to $300, except
where land titles are concerned, and arc always open
for civil business. Justice’s jurisdiction, $100.

EXECUTIONS issue at any time within five years, and
to any countv, and are made retnrnable in not less than
ten nor more than sixty days. Personal property is
first levied on, and is sold after five days notice.
There is no stay law. Six months arc allowed for re-
demption of real property sold under execution.

ExemprioNs. Homestead, not exceeding 160 acres
in country; half an acre, if within a town plat, city or
village, and in each case limited to $2,500. Usual per-
sonal schedule, and to farmer, implements, stock,
sceds, etc., $800; tools, tcams and libraries of me-
chanics, business and professional men; dwelling of
miner, $500; his tools and machinery, $300; wages of
laborer for thirty days preceding the levy, where neces-
sary for the support of the family, are also exempt.
Only married persons or the heads of families can
claim the exemption under the Homestead claim.

INTEREST. There are no laws fixing or limiting the
rate of interest. Ten per cent. per.annum is collecta-
ble on bonds, bills, promissory notes, or other instru-
ments in writing after they become due, and on judg-
ments from date of rendition; also on money lent,
money due on settlement of accounts and ascertainin,
the balance due; on money received for the use o
another and retained without the owner’s knowledge;
and on money withheld by an unreasonable and vexa-
tious delay. In all cases other than those enumerated,
the party seeking to_recover interest must show that
it was due and that the detention of it was by an un-
reasonable and vexatious delay which must be alleged.

JUDGMENTS are & lien from time of docketing on all

real property of debtor within the county, and on all
which may be afterward acquired by him, lien expiring
in six years. A certified transcript flled with the Re-
corder of another county extends the lien to such
county.
. LiMirarioNs o Surrs. Upon contract or account not
in writing, two years; contracts, obligations or instru-
ments in writing., judgments and decrees of any court,
six years. -Revivor: Part payment, acknowledgment
or promise in writing.

Marriep WoMEN can conduct business s parate and
apart from their husbands, with their separate prop-
erty. Their reparate property is exempt from all debts
and liabilities of their husbands, unless for necessar
expenses of her family and childreu. but a list of suc

separate property must be filed in the office of the Re-
corder of the county.
MoRTGAGEs. Chattel mortgages must be recorded

within the county, and are good for one ycar only.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF ExcHaNGE. Foreign and inland
bills of exchange and promissory notes are negotiable,
and commercial paper i8 subject to the law merchant as
to protest, grace, etc.

Surrs.  Practice is under a Code similar to that of
California. Where defendant is non-resident, evades
rervice, or can not be found, service may be had by
publication.

NEBRASKA.

ACKNOWLEDGYENTS may be made within the State
before Judges, Clerks of court, Justices of the Peace,
and Notaries Pablic. Elsewhere within the United
States, before a Commissioner appointed by the Gov-
ernor of this State for that purpose, or before »ny offi-
cer appointed according to the laws of the State or
Territory wherein the deed or other instrument in writ-
ing is cxecuted and acknowledged. Deeds executed in
foreign countrics may be made according to the laws
thereof and acknowledged before any Notary Public,

or ministerial officer, commercial agent, or Consul,.

appointed to reside therein.

SSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. There is no insolv-
ent law. Assiguments for benefit of creditors are
regulated by Act of Feb. 19, 1877, under which assignee
must file sworn inventory of assets in District Clerk’s
office within thirty days, and must give bond to faith-

fully execute his trust. Court appoints appraisers, and
has general supervision of all proceedings. All assign-
ments are general in their character, and conditions
for the payment of such creditors only as shall execute
a release are void. Assignee must give bond indouble
the amount of the appraised value of the estate as.
signed. Any preference by assignment (except for

ayment of wages of labor not exceeding scverally

100) is vold. If the assignment is not recorded in the
County Clerk’s office within thirty days after its exe-
cation, it is void as to creditors of assignor and bona
Side purchasers.

ATTACHMENTS. Attachment process will issue when
defendant is non-resident or a foreigu corporation, when

-the claim is on debt or demand arising on contract,

jndgment or decree; and in other cascs when he is
about to remove, assign or dispose of property, has
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absconded, etc. In all cases of attachment an affidavit
must be filed before the order of attachment issues, and
a bond must be filed in double the amount of the debt,
excepting when the debtor is a non-resident of the
State. The body of the debtor may be attached for
fraudulently concealing or removing his property, or
when he has fraudulently contracted the debt or in-

- curred the obligation for which suit is _brought. Gar-
nishee process may be had either in aid of attachment
or execution.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
have original jurisdiction in all matters exceeding $100,
and concurrent jurisdiction with Justice's and County
Courts whete the debt is over $50 and not exceed-
ing $100. Regular terms of County Court begin on
first Monday of each calendar month, lasting to third
Monday, when all causes not disposed of go over to
the next regnlar term. By the constitution of 1875,
County Courts are made courts of record, and given a
civil juriediction up to $1,000, and Justices of the Peace
are given a jurisdiction up to $200, but there has been
no legislation under these clauses. County Courts
have full probate powers.

ExEcuTioNs for the enforcement of judgment may
issue at any time. Executions on all judgments ren-
dered by Justices of the Peace may be stayed as follows:
On judgments of $5 and under, for the period of sixty
days; on judgments over $5 and not exceeding $50, for
ninety days; over $50 and not exceeding $100, for six
months. In District Court stay of execution on judg-
ments for money only (except error and appeal cases
and against persons for money received in a fiduciary
capacity or for breach of any official duty) may be had
for three months where judgment does not exceed $50;
six months over $50 and not exceeding $100; nine
months over $100. Stay bond has the force and effect of
a judgment confesrted against the property of sureties.
In all cases of stay of execution, an undertaking with
sureties must be entered into by the party desiring the
stay, conditional for the payment of the judgment,
costs, and interert at ten per cent., excepting in cases
of foreclosure of mortgages on real estate, and orders
for a specific performance where the title to real estate
is concerned, in which case no undertaking is required.
There is no redemption, not even in cases of reversal of
judgment.

ExeuprioNs. Homestead not e ding in value$2,000,
consisting of the dwelling-house in which the claim-
ant resides and its appurtenances, and the land on which
the same is situated. not exceeding 160 acres if in the
country or two (2) contiguous lots in an incorporated
city or village, is exempt from judgment liens and from
execution or forced sale (except on dehts secured by
mechanic’s, laborer’s or vendor's liens on the premises;
and on debts secured by mortgage thereon, executed b
both husband and wife or an unmarried claimant). If
debtor has no lande he may claim $500 worth of gerson-
al property. Clothing, necessary furniture, supplies for
family for six months, certain domestic animals, tools,
implemente of trade, etc., are exempt, alsosixty days®
wages of any laboring man or clerk.

INTEREST. Legal interest is ¥ per cent. per annum,
or any rate on express contract not greater than 10 per
cent., and in advance if so contracted for. Judgments
and decrees for the payment of money, 7 per cent. 'If
not specified, butit contracted for, they bear interest at
a rate not exceeding the amount allowed by law. Un-
settled accounts bear interest after six months from
date of last item. The penalty for usury is to ip -
hibit the recovery of any interest on the principal,
or of any costs in the action. The principal can be re-
covered.

JUDGMENTS of courts of record (except County
Courts,) are liens on the debtor’s lands within the county
for five yearr from the first day of the term at which they
are rendered; confessed judgments from the date of
confession. If execution is iesned within five years,
then five years after the date of last execution.

LivrraTions To Surrs. Upon verbal contracts, ex-
prese or implied, four years; specialty or promige in
writing, or foreign judgments, five years; real actions,
ten years. Revivor: Part payment or an acknowledg-
ment, or any promise to pay in writing. Absence of
defendant from State suspends statute.

MARRIED WoMEN. The property, real and personal,
which any woman in this State may owu at the time of

her marrlage, and any real or personal property which
ehall come 10 her by descent, devise, bequest or gift of
any person, excePt her husband (¢xcepting marriage
settlements), #hall remain her sole and separate %rop-
erty, notwithstanding her marriage, and not be subject
to the disposal of her husband, or liable for his debts.
She may bargain and rell and enter into contracts with
reference to any of her separate prolpertfr in the same
manner, to the same extent, and with like effect as a
married man in relation to his real and personal prop-
erty. She may sue and be sued the same as if unmar-
ried, and carry on any trade or business, or perform
labor on her cole or separate account, and her earnings
are not subject to the hurband’s debts or control.
Widow takes dower or the use, during her natural life,
of one-third part of all the lands of which her husband
was seized of an estate of inheritance during marriage,
unless she is lawfully barred thereof. Hushand take~
curteey in his wife's lands, but all of a married woman's
obligations must relate to her separate estate. or be
incurred in the transaction of her own trade or busi-
ners. 8he can not hccome endorser, surety or guarantor
for another. Nor can she be held liable for the debts
of her hushand, even though specifically engaging to
pa]& the same.

ORTGAGES must be recorded, and are foreclosed by
suit. No redemption of lands sold under foreclosure.
Chattel mortgages are void against creditors and bona
Jfide purchasers unlees the instrument, or a true ¢ Ey
thereof, is filed with the County ¢ lerk, and cease to be
valid against creditors, mortgagees, and purchasers in
good faith, in five years from the time of filing. Chat-
tel mortgages contain ng power of sale may be fore-
closed without pro¢eedings in court Conditional Sales.
All sales. contracts or leases of Eersonal property on
condition are void against purchasers and judgment
creditors of vendee or lessee, unless in writiny, signed
by vendee, and copy filed in office of County Clerk, which
copy shall have vendor’s affidavit of name of vendee,
description of property and true interest of vendor or
lessor therein. Such contracts cease to be valid in five

ears unless re-filed thirtidays before expiration thereof.
'his does not agpl.v to chattet mortgages

NoTes AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE. All negotiable
paper shall be entitled to three days grace and demand
on third day of gmce or of acceptance. if the instru-
ment is a sight draft; and notice of non-payment or
non-acceptance thereof to the indorser, within a reason-
able time, shall be adjudged due diligence to hold the
indorser, unless the indorsement shall express in writ-
inﬁ other conditions, Damages allowed on protested
bills against drawer onli; domestic, 6; foreign, 12 per
cent. dan.1, Feb. 22, July 4. Dec. 25, and any day of
Fast or Thnni;sgiving appointed by the Governor of this
State, or the President of the United States, (and when
any one of these days shall occur on Sunday. then the
Monday fo]lowing) shall be deemed public holidays, and
be treated as Sunday. Provided, that when any of these
days shall occur on Monday, auy paper due on such
Monday shall be due and payable the day thereafter.

Surrs. The distinction between actions at Jaw and
suits in equity has been abolished, and there is but one
form of action, known as a civil action, and commenced
by filing ;I)‘etition and causing rummons to be issued
thereon. The code is very similar to that of Ohio. A
non-resident person or corporation having any interest
in land, may appoint an agent resident therein by in-
strument acknowledged as a deed filed with County
Clerk in the county where the land lies. Service in
such case is made upon the agent, as in oiher cases of
residents, and any publication of service againstsuch
non-resident owner Is invalid.

TAXES upon realty are a lien from and including
the 1st day of April in the year in which they are levied
until the same are paid, and become delinquent on May
1 of the following year. Taxes ngon personalty become
a lien from the time the tax-books are received by the
Tax Collector, (Oct. 1, in the year in which they are
levied.) Persons holding tax-liens may foreclose the
same in same manner as a mortgage, any time within
five years from date of tax-sales. ﬁedemption from
tax-sale may be made at any time within two years from
sale, upon payment of principal sum and interest at
20 per cent. per annum, and the limitation of recovery
is three years from date of tax deed.
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NEVADA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be taken within the State
by a Judge or Clerk of a court having a seal, or by a
Justice of the Peace or Notary Public. If without
the State, but within the United States, by a_Judge
or Clerk of a court having a seal, or some Notary
Public or Justice of the Peace, or by any Commissioner
appointed by the Governor of this State for that pur-
pose. Provided, that when the acknowledgment is
taken by a Justice of the Peace, the same shall be
accompanied by the certificate of the Clerk of a court
of record of the county, having a seal, as to the official
character of the Justice and the authenticity of his
signature. If without the United States, by some
Judge or Clerk of any court of any State, Kingdom or
Empire having a seal, or by any Notary Public therein,
or by any Minister, Commissioner or Consul of the
United States, appointed to reside therein.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENCY. Insolvent debtors
may be discharged from their debts by complying with
provisions of Insolvent Laws: An assignment of in-
solvent debtor, not in compliance with Insolvent Laws,
is void as to creditors.

ATTACHMENTS. Writ of attachment may be issned
with summons, or at any time afterwards on affidavit
and bond: In an action updn a contract for the direct
pa{ment of money, made, or by the terms thereof pay-
able, in this State, which is not secured by mortgage,
lien, or pledge upon real or personal propzrty. situated
or being in the State; if so sccured, when such secu-
rity has been rendered nugatory by the act of the
defendant; or in an action upou a contract against a
defendant not residing in this State. Garnishee pro-
cess may be had in aid of attachment. A fraudulent
or absconding debtor, or one who conceals his property,
or removes or disposes of it with intent to defraud his
creditors, may be arrested on affidavit of the fact
niade;i ﬂsurety in not less than $5300 being given by the

aintiff.

P CouRrTs. Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts,
holding two to four terms a year in each organized
county, have original jurisdiction in all cases in equity,
also in law, when the title or possession of land or
mining claims may be involved, or legality of any tax,
etc., also.in actions to foreclose mechanics' lien; and
in all cases in which the demand, exclusive of inter-
est, or the value of the property in controversy ex-
ceeds $300: also in all cases relating to estates of
deceased persons, and persons and estates of minors,
iusane persons, etc. Justice's jurisdiction, $300.

ExEecurioN—Stay of Execution; Judgments. The
laws ot Nevada on these points are similar to those of

California [see anfe], except that when redemption is
made of real estate, 18 per cent. must be paid in addi-
tion to purchase money.

ExeEMPrioNs. Homestead, $5,000. Personal and
mining property, tools, implements, etc., exempt same
as in California [which see].

INTEREsT. The legal rateis ten per cent. per annum,
but parties may contract in writing for the payment of
any other rate. After a jus ent on such a contract,
only the original claim shall draw interest.

LiMiTaTIONS OoF Surts. Open or store account and
contract not in writing, two years; upon contract or
instrument of writing, four years; recovery of mining
claims, two years; real actions, or judgment or decree
of any court.five years. The above applies to contracts
before March 2d, 1877; to contracts since that date (the
above periods), two years extended to four, and four
and five respectively to six years. Revivor: Acknowl-
edgment or new promise in writing.

{ARRIED WOMEN. All &)roperty of the wife, owned
by her before marriage, and that acquired afterwards by

ft, bequest, devise or descent, her separate prop-
erty ; all other property acquired during coverture by
husband or wife, common property, but controlled by
husband.

MORTGAGES must be recorded. No mortgage of per-
sonal property is valid unless possession is delivered to
and retained by the mortgagee, except that growing
crops may be mqrtga%ed by the execution, acknowledg-
ment and recording of a mortgage instrument without
such possession. Mortgages of real estate can only be
foreclosed by action for foreclosure.

NorEs AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE. Protest and notice
will hold the indorser, and the general statute of limita-
tion. six years, is_the limitation of the right of action.
Fifteen per cent. damages are allowed on domestic, and
twentr per_cent. on foreign bills protested. Grace is
not allowed on sight drafts.

Surrs. Practiceis undera Code, and there is but one
form of action, known as a civil action, and commenced
by filing complaint with the Clerk of the court, snd the
issuance of 4 summons. Service on non-residents may
be had by publication.

TAXES are a lien upon the property assessed and the
real estate of the owner thereof from the third Monday
of April in each year. Suits for delinquent taxes may
be commenced by direction of the County Commission-
ers, and there is redemption of real extale sold at tax
sale in the same muunner as realty =old under ordinary

| execution.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds or other conveyances of
real estate must be made before a Justice, Notary
Public or Commissioner, or in foreign countries before
a Minister or Consul of the United Siates. The signa-
ture of the grantor must be attested by two or more
witnesses.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsOLVENCY. No insolvent law.
As-ignmente must be for benefit of all creditors alike,
and assent of creditors is presumed after thirty days.
Assignee must, within ten days, file echedule of assets
and liabilities, and all claims must be certifiecd under
oath with.n six months. Dissenting creditors take no
Lenefit under the assignment, but retain their claims,
and whatever liens they have obtained upon the prop-
erty.

ATTAaCHMENTS of all real and personal property may
be made ou the original writ, and constitute a valid lien
on the property for thirty days after judgment, within
which period the execution must be levied to preserve
and perfect the lien. All attach ts take pr
in order of priotity, except in case of liens of builders,
contractors, etc., when they take precedence in the
order of priority of the lien. Trustee process (analogous
to garnishment in other_States) may be used to reach
money or credits of the defendant in the hands of an-
other. Save as against claims for necessaries the wages
of the defendant up to $20 are exempt from such pro-
cess. In actions on contracts where debt exceeds
$13.33, defendant may be arrested on affidavit of plain-
tiff that he (defendant) has concealed his progert or is
about to leave the State to avoid payment of his debts.

CouRrts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Supreme Court,
holding from two to four terms a ¥esr in each county,
has original jurisdiction of all actions involving over

$13.33, and full equity powers. There are Probatc
Courts with the usual jurisdiction in every county.
Justices of the Peace huve jurisdiction up to $13.33.
Police Courts have jurisdiction to the amount of $100.

ExgcuTIoNs may be taken twenty-four hours after
judgment, and are returnable before Justice's and
Police Courts in sixty days; before Supreme Court, at
the next trial term of court. A review may be granted
by the court when injustice apprars to have been done
through accident, mistake or misfortune. Real prop-
erty taken uader execution may be redeemed within
onc year.

Exexprions. Homestead to the value of $500; neces-
sary apFarel and bedding and household furniture to the
value of $100, Bibles and school books iu use in the
family, library to the value of $200; oue cow, one hog,
and one pig, and pork of xame when slaughtered; tools
of occupation to the value of $100; six sheep and their
flecces, on« cooking stove and its furniture, provisions
and fuel to the value of 50, and one sewing machine;
beasts of the plow not exceeding one yoke of oxen, or
a horse, and hay not exceeding four tons.

INTEREST. At the rate of six per cent. per annum,
unless a lower rate is stipulated. If any person, upon
any contract, receives interest at a higher rate than six
per cent., he forfeits three times the c¢xcess to the per-
son aggrieved and suing therefor; but no contract is
invalidated by reason of any stipulation for usurious
interest; the money actually advanced may be recovered
with legal interest. Interest upon ull judgments is at
the ratc of six per cent. per annum. Interest upon
unpaid taxes is at the rate of ten per cent. after the 1st
day of December following their assesement, until xale
of property taxed, and twelve per ceut. thereafter until
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time of redemption. Upon current accounts interest
commences from date of demand for paymeut, unless
controlled by the custom of trade, which is a question
of fact to be determined by a trial thercof.

LIMITATIONS OF SUITs. Accounts and rimple promis-
gory notes, gix vears after mntumg; judgments, sealed
instruments, and notes, secured by mortgage, twenty
years. Time of debtor's ahsence from the State is
excluded. Verbal acknowledgment and promise to pay
is sufticient to revive the debt.

MarRIED WOMEN retain all property owrned by them
before marriage, or acquired afterwards in any way
except through property of the husband, to their sole
and reparate use as if unmarried. All their contracts
in relation to such property are valid and binding, and
all their other contracts are binding, except those
made with their husbands, or as sureties or guarantors
for their husbande, or for and in behalf of their husbands.
Upon the death of wife, the husband is entitled to the
same share of her estate as she would be of his estate in
case of his death. They are liable for debts contracted
while single, and their property may be attached to pay

band is not liable for the wife’s ante-nuptial debts,
and can not convey his improved real estate go as to bar
hix wife's right of dower and homestead without her
consent. Married women of the age of twenty-oue years
mlﬁ’ dispose of their gropcrty by will.

ORTGAGER must be recorded. or in case of chattel
mortgages posscssionmust pass to and remain in the
morigagee.

NoTes AND BiLLs oF ExcHANGE. Demand notes
must be protested within rixty days from day of theirin-
dorsement to hold indor<ers. ~ All negotiable paper, save
that payable on demand, is entitled to three days of
grace, and all such paper maturing on Sunday, Feb, 22,
May 30, July 4, Thunkegiving, Fast, or Christmas day,
is due and payable on the next preceding day, and must
be ro noted and protested.

Surrs. If either party resides in this State an action
should be brought in the county in which one of them
resides.

Taxxs become a lien npon the realty simultaneously
with their assessment (April 1, of each year.) One year
is allowed in which to redeem land rold for taxes, costs

them. ey are also liable for their torts before mar- | ot eale and interest at the rate of twelve per cent. per
riage in relation to their separate property. The hus- | annum being added. -_
NEW@ JERSEY.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds are made within the
State betore the Chancellor or a Justice of the Supreme
Court, a Master in Chancery, Judge of the Court ot
Common Pleag, or Commirsioner of Deeds. Without
the State, before a Justice ¢f the Supreme Court of the
United States, or a District Judge of the same, or a
J udge or Justice of the Supreme or Superior Court of
the State, District, or Territory, or before any Mayor or
Chief Magistrate of any city, or before a Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas, or Coum?' Court of such State,
District, or Territory, or Commissioner for New Jersey,
or any ofticer authorized by the laws of the State to take
the acknowledgment of lands lying in that State. In
cage the acknowledgment is made before a Mayor or
chief magistrate, the certificate must be atteeted by the
seal of the city; if before a Judge of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas or County Court, or other officer, it must be
attested by seal of such court, and certified by the Clerk
of the court. In foreign countries acknowledgment or
proof may be made before any court of law, Mayor, or
chief magistrate, or any Ambassador, Consul, or other
representative of the United States.

AsSSIGNMENTS AND INsOLVENCY. Theinsolvent laws
grovide for the discharge of a person under arrest for

ebt or damages on his delivering up all his real and
gersonal lpropert to his creditors. Assignments by

ebtors for the benefit of creditors muet be without
preference, and all others are void. Debtor must annex
sworn inventory. Wages of servants, clerks, and la-
borers up to $300 are preferred claims. Assignee must
file list of creditors at the end of three monthe, and
make dividends at the next term of court. Creditor not
presenting claim does not share in the dividend, but re-
tains his right of action against the debtor.

ATTACHMENT. A creditor may attach the property of
a non-resident or abeconding debtor by making oath to
the fact, and to the amount of his claim, before any
officer authorized to administer oaths or affirmations.
Attachments are for the benefit of all agplying credit-
org. Debts not due may be proved under any attach-
ment issued, and receive their pro rata dividend. No
attachment can issue against the members of a copart-
nership, where one of them resides in the State. Gar-
nishment can be effected only in attachment cases.
Where executions have been returned unsatiefied, if
the sum due amounts to $50 or upwards, the Court out
of which said executions issued may on application of
the judgment creditor make an order com'}lelllng the
debtor to appear before the officer named and make
discovery on oath concerning his property. The j dg
ment creditor shall present to the Court a petition veri-
fied by oath in which he shall state the amount due on
said exccution, the return made, and his belief that the
debtor has property in his own right over and above
that which is reserved by law. Arrest on a capias can
only be had in caee of fraud or attempted removal or
disposal of property with intent to defraud creditors.

Courts. T'erms and Jurwsdiction. Circuit Courts
and Courts of Common Pleas, holding three terms a

year in each county, have jurisdiction in all civil cases
above $100, except that the Court of Common Pleas has
no juriediction where title to lands comes into question.
The Supreme Court, holding three terms a year at
Trenton, has also original juriediction in all cages, but
must recover $200 to carry coets. Court of Chancery
has exclueive equity jurisdiction, and sits at Trenton
three times a year. Justice's jurisdiction, $200.

EXEcUTIONS issue immediately upon a rendition of
judgment, and are returnable to the next term of court.
A sale under execution, iseued upon a junior judg-
ment, discharges the lien of a prior ju ent, and the
purchaeer takes clear title, providing there has been
no execution iesued under the prior judgments andno
levy taken. The proceeds are applied to the yl?ymem
of the execution upon which the eale is had. There is
no stay of execution, except on those which are issued
out of Justice's Courts. In these courts thirty days
are allowed on sums up to $15; three months up to $60,
and six months on all sums over $60, by debtor giving
good security. There is no after redemption sale in
anﬁ cate. .

XEMPTIONS. The lot and building thereon, owned
and occupied by the debtor, being the head of a family,
to the value of $1,000, providing that in the debtor’s
deed it is set out that the property is intended for a
homeetead, or else that notice to such effect is filed in
the County Clerk's office. Personal merty to the
amount of $200 owned by a resident b of a family,
apgraised b&/ three persons appointed by the sheriff;
and the widow or administrator of a deceased person
may claim the same exemption of $200 as againet the
creditors.

INTEREST. Legal interest on debts and judgments,
six per cent. Usury is punishable by forfeiture of all
interest and costs. Interest on,an open account accrues
on each item from its date, as at common law.

JUDGMENTS become & lien on lands from time of
actual entry, and so remain for twenty years, Where
there are several judgments, that under which there is
a prior levy takes priority. Judgments recovered or
docketed in the Supreme Court, are a lien on all lands
of defendant within the State.

LiMitaTioNs oF Surrs. Contracts not under seal six
years; real actions and judgments, twenty years; notes
secured by mortgage and contracts under eeal, sixteen

ears. Revivor: Part payment or new promise or ac-
nowledgment in writlng. ’

MaRrIED WoREN hold and control their xmgerty,
real and personal, precicely as if unmarried. But a
married woman can not become an accommodation in-
dorser, guarantor, or surety, nor can the convey or in-
cumber real eestate without her husband. A married
woman may make a will of her separate estate as if che
were tole, but can not defeat her husband’s interest in
her real estate, although she can make absolute dispo-
gition of her own private personal property withount
regard to her husband. Widow takes dower in one-
third of real estate of which her husband was seized at

-
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any time during coverture, to which she has signed no
deed of release.

MorTcAGES must be under seal, and the wife must
join. Foreclosure is by suit in equity, and there is no
redemption after sale under the decree. Chattel mort-
¥ eg, unless accompanied by immediate delivery and
ollowed by continued change of possession of things
mortgaged, are absolutely void as against creditors and
subsequent done fide purchasers an mort%agees. unless
said mortgage or a true copy thereof be filed with the
Clerk or Register of the county. Within thirty days
next preceeding the expiration of one year from the
date of filing, the same must be renewed or it ceases to
be valid. Chattel mortgages must have an affidavit
annexed setting out the interest of the mortgagee,
consideration of the mortgage, and the amount due
and to grow due thereon; said aftidavit to be made by
tbe holder, must be acknowledged and recorded.

NotEs AND BiLLs oF EXcHANGE. Inland bills of ex-
change are, in general, st;léjcct to the law of foreign
bills; they must be protest Sight bills or drafts, ex-

cept those on banking associations, have three days
grace. The action required to hold indorser is the
same as under the general mercantile law. Drafts and
notes due on a legal holiday are payable the day before
such holiday, and notice of non-payment may be given
the day after. But if the legal "holiday (other than
Sucday) should fall upon a Sunday or Monday, bills are
Wzyab e on Tuesday, and notice may be given on

ednesday. Legal holidays aie: Sundays, Jan. 1,
Feb. 22, May 30, July 4, Dec. 25, Thunksgivin% Day,
and all days on which a general election for members of
Assembly may be held. If any of these days happen
on Sunday, the holiday is kept Monday. K

Surrs are commenced by writs of summons, capias,
warrant or attachment. Service by publication may
be made in equity only.

TaXEs are a lien for two years from the time they be-
come payable, and lands may be sold for taxes delin-
quent one year. There iz a right to redemption after
one year,

NEW MEXICO.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds are made, il taken in
the Territory, before any Judge or Clerk of a court of
record having a seal, or before a Justice of the Peace or
Notary Public. If made without the Territory, and
within the United States, before any United States
court, or any court of any State or Territory having a
seal, or before the Clerk or Judge of an{ such court, the
genuineness of the signature and official character of
such Judge to be certified to under the seal of his court
by the Clerk thereof, or before a Commissioner of Deeds
for New Mexico.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. No insolvent Jaw;
no statutory provision for voluntary assignments.

ATTACHMENTS. Creditors whose demands amount to
fifty dollars or more may sue debtors by attachment,
issued out of District Court; when debtor is non-resi-
dent of the Territory; when debtor has concealed him-
eelf or absconded, or absented himself from his usual
Elace of abode, so that ordinary process of law can not

e served upon him; when debtor is about to remove
his property out of the Territory, or is fraudulently
concealing or disposing, or has concealed or disposed
of the same; when debt is contracted out of Territory
and property secretly moved into the Territory; when
defendant is a corporation, whose office is out of Terri-
tory and not having agent in Territory, upon whom to
serve procees; when debt was fraudulently contracted
or credit obtained by falee pretenses. Money or prop-
erty due the defendant, and held by others, may be
collected by garnishment. Defendant indebted in an
amount exceeding $50 may be arrested on afidavit that
he is about to abscond. Plaintiff must furnish bond as
in case of attachment.

Courts, Terms and Jurisdiction. District Courts
hold two terms a year in all the counties except Colfax
coun‘tiy;, and have unlimited common law and chancery
jurisdiction. There are Probate Courte with the usual
powers, holding four terms a year. Justice's jurisdic-
tion, $100. :

EXECUTIONS may issue at any time within a year and
a day, and to any county in the Territory. From
District Courts are returnable in sixty days, and from
Justice’s Conrts in thirty days from date of issue. No
stay of execution except by tﬂ)peal. The Supreme
Court may assess ten per cent. damages where appeal

is taken witheut reasonable cause. Real estate
sold under execution may be redeemed within one

ear.
I ExEMPTION. Real estate up to $1,000, where debtor
case also clothing, beds,

is head ot family, and in sac!

bed clothing, firewood for thirty days, Bibles, hymn
booke, echool books used by family., mmilg loictures
and provisions not exceeding twenty-five dollars in

value, and furniture not exceeding ten dollars in
value. Tools and implements necessary for debtor to
ca{ry on his trade not exceeding twenty-five dollars in
value.

INTEREST. The rate of interest is any amount that
may be agreed u%on by the parties; but where none is
expressed, then the law allows six per cent. per annum.
All open running accounts bear gix per cent. from six
months after the date of the last item. Judgments bear
the same rate of interest as the obligation or agreement
sned on when expressed in the judgment; otherwise
six per cent.

JUDGMENTS are a lien on real estate within the county
from date of docketing, and may be extended to other
counties by filing transcript with the Clerk of the
Probate Court.

LimitaTIONs oF Surrs. No limitation of action is
provided by statute, except that ten years adverse pos-
session of lands under color of title bars all actions.
Infante, femes tovert, persons of unsound mind, im-
priconed, or beyond the limits of the United States, are
not within this statute. .

MARRIED WOMEN retain the separate property which
they inherit, but it is managed by their husbands, and
they can convey their real estate only by joining in a
deed with their huebands. The wife has no dower ex-
cept her private property, R

ORTGAGES. All deeds and papers affecting real
estate must be in writing, and duly acknowledged; no
other statutory provisions exist. All personal property
except growin %; crops may be mortgaged. Instrument
or a true copy thereof must be filed of record, and must
be renewed within thirty days of the expiration of one
year.

NoTEs AND BiLLs eF ExcHANGE. No days of grace
are allowed on bills of. exchsngﬁ and promiseory notes,
but if they fall due on a legal holiday or Sunday, they
are construed to fall due and become payable on the
next bueiness day thereafter. Notes, bondg, due bills
and other instruments in writing, by which maker
promises to pay to another, or order, or bearer, any sum
of money, or propeity, or labor, or acknowledges money,
labor or property to be due, are assignable by indorse-
ment or any other writing.

Surre.  All transitory actions muet be brought in the
county where the plaintiff or defendant resides, or
where the contract is to be performed, or the cause of
action originated, or in any county where defendant
may be found within the judicial distriet in which he
has his residence. Suits (o recover real estate must be
brought in the county where such real estate is situate.
Actions against non-residents or transient persons may
be brought in any county,
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NEW YORK.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS must be made, within the State,
before a_Judge of a court of record, Surrogite, Notary
Public, Justice of the Peace, Mayor, Recorder or Com-
missioner of Deeds. (No special form, separate and
apart from her husband, etc., now required for
married women.) If made without the State, they
may be taken by Judges of United States Courts,
Judges of the Supreme, Circuit or Superior Court of any
other State or Territory, within the jurisdiction of their
courts; by the Mayor of any city, or by a New York
Commissioner. When made by any person residing
out of the State, and witnin any other State or Terri
tory, they may be taken before any officer of such State
. or Territory authorized by its laws to take acknowl-
edgments.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INsoLVENOY. A debtor impris-
oned on execution for a sum not exceeding $500 may be
discharged on making an assignment of his property,
and aftge threc months imprisonment can obtain his
discharg® even though the amount be over $500. A
debtor may convey his %roperty in trust for benefit of all
creditors; preferences being allowed. The Statutes of
1877-78 provide for accounting, etc., by the Assignee.

ATTACHMENTS may issue in actions for damages for
breach of contract, wrongful perversion of personal
Property, or injury thercto caused bv negligence or
raud, or where defendant is non-resident or has left
the State, or conceals himself to avoid service, or is
about to sell. assign, or secrete his property with intent
to defrand creditors. After execution is returned un-
satisfled, defendant may be ¢examined as to his property
and required to apply any not exempt in payment.

CoURTS. Terms and Jurisdiction. The Supreme
Court has unlimited jurisdiction. The Court of Com-
mon Pleas and the Superior Court of the City of New
York, the City Court of Brooklyn, and the Superior
Court of Bufialo, have jurisdiction to an unlimited
amount where the defendant resides within the territo-
rial jurisdiction of the court, or is served with the sum-
mons therein, or where the cause of action arose therein
The jurisdiction of the New York Marine Court is lim-
ited to $2,000, except in certain actions upon bonds, etc.
There is a County Court for each county, havinz juris-
diction to the amount of $1,000, in actions where the
defendant is, or it there is more than one, where all of
the defendants are residents of the county. Justices of
the Peace have jurisdiction in actions on contract where
the sum claimed does not excced $200, and District
Courts of the City of New York, where the sum does
not exceed $230.

ExEecurioNs will issue at any tune within five years
from date of judgment; after five years, leave must
be obtained. Executions may issue to two or more
countics at the same time. There are no stay laws.

ExExpTIONs. Homestead, $1,000; necessary furni-
ture, tools, team, etc., $250. Even in supplementary
proceedings, the judgment debtor cannot be ordered to
apply upon the judgment his earnings for his personal
services within sixty days preceding the order, if such
earnings are necessary for the support of a family
wholly or partly supported by his labor.

INTEREST. The legal rate of interest (which was
formerly until January 1, 188), seven per cent.) is fixed
at six per cent. All noies, bonds, contracts, securities.
etc., whereby a greater rate is reserved, or iaken, or
agreed for, are ab=olutely vold, and the lender cau re-
cover neither principal nor interest in such cases. but
corporations can not plead usury as a defense. Usury
is also puunishable as a misdemzanor by fine or impris-

onment, or hoth. State banks have been placed on
the same footing as National banks as regards usury,
and are thereby exempt from the extreme penalties
mentioned above.

LixiraTioNs oF Surts. Contracts, express or implied.
«xcept those under seal, six years; recovery of rea
estate upoun judgments of courts of record aud sealed
instruments, twenty years. Reviv,r: Part payment or
new prumise in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN can take, hold and convey real and
persunal property, and may carry on trade in their own
uames, and retain their earnings as their separate prop-
erty. Liabilities may be enforced avainst a married
woman as follows: First, when created on or about
carrying on a trade or business of the wife; second,
when the contractrelates to, or is made for the benefit
of her neparate estate; third, when the intention to
charge the separate estate is expressed in the instru-
ment or coutract by which the liability i» created, [58
N. Y. Court of Appeals Rep. 80]. Widows have right
of dower.

MoRTGAGES must be executed and recorded same as
deeds. Where containing a power of sal:, may be
foreclosed withour. intervention of court. Tuere is no
redemption under a mortgage sale. Chattel mort-
gages, except where the possession of the property
mortgaged passes to, and is retained by the mortgagee,
must be filed forthwith, or are void as against creditors
and innocent purchasers. Such mortgage ceases to be
valid in one year, except as to the gnort%agor or his
representatives, unless a copy thereof is re-filed.

Notres AND BiLrs oF ExcHANGE. Bills of exchange
(foreign), drafts, checks, and promissory notes payable
to bearer, the maker or his order, or the order of any
third party, are negotiable. Three days of grace are
allowed on all except inland sight drafts. 1f not paid
when due they may be protested, and the certificate
of protest is prima facie evidence of presentation and
nou-payment. To charge indorser, notice of non-pay-
ment must at once be given to him. January 1st, Feb-
ruary 22nd, May 30th, July 4th, December 25th, any
general clection day, and any day appointed or recom-
mended by the President of the United States. or the
Governor of the State, a8 a day of thanksgiving or of
fasting and prayer, are holidays, and notes, bills, etc.,
otherwise presentable for payment or acceptance on
one of such days, are presentable on the business day
next preceding such holiday. When either January
18t, February 22nd, May 30th, July 4th, or December
25th, falls on Sunday, the following Mond 'y is the holi-
day, and paper falling due on such’ Monday is present-
able on the Saturday preceding. )

Surrs in civil actions must be prosecuted in the
name of the real party in interest, except that an ex-
ecutor, administrator, trustee of an express trust, or
person specially authorized by statute, m1y sue in his
own name. The practice is under a Code. known as the
**Code of Civil Procedure.” A revision of the statutes
is in progress,

Taxes. Lands may be gold for taxes when two years
delinquent. Publication of sale iz made for twelve
weeks in the county paper, and two years are allowed
for redemption, the owner having the right to redeem
by paying the purchase money and interest at ten per
cent. per annum. A mortgagee (where the instrument
is duly recorded) has a similar right of redemption,
and upon filing a notice of his mortgage, its date, re-
cord, etc.. with the Comptroller, is entitled to notice
before the tax-title can cut off his mortgage.

NORTH CAROLINA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be taken within the State |
by any Judge or Clerk of a court of record. or any
Justice of the Peace or Notary Public. In other States
bﬁ' any Commissioner appointed by the G vernor of
this State, and in foreign countries by a Mayor or other
Chief Magistrate, or any Minister, Consul. or Commer-
cial Agen. of the United States.

ARREST AND BaiL. Defendant may be arrested in a
civil action in the following cases:

1. In an action arising on contract where defendant
is a non-resident of the State. or i= about to remove
therefrom with intent to defraud his creditors, and in
an action for the recovery of damages on a cause of
action not arising out of contract, where the action is
for injury to person or character, or for wrongfully tak-

ing, detaining or converting property.

2. In an action for a fine or penalty, or for money
received, or for property embezzled or fraudulentl mis-
applied, by a public officer or by an attorney, solicitor
or counselor, or by an oflicer or agent of a corporation
or banking association, in the course of his employment
as such, or by any factor, agent, broker, or other person
in a fiduciary capacity; or for any misconduct or neg-
lect in office, or in a professional employment.

3. In an action to recover the possession of personal
property unjustly detained, where the property, or any
part thereof, has been concealed, removed or disposed
of. o that it can’not be found or taken by the sheriff,
and with the intent that it should not be so found or
taken: or with the intent to deprive the plaintiff of the
benefit thereof. . A

1. When the defendant has been guilty of a fraud in
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contracting the debt or incurring the obligation for
which the action is brought, or in concealing or dispos-
ing of the property for the taking, detention or conver-
&ion of which the action is brought; or when the action
is brought to recover damages for fraud or deceit.

5. When the defendant has removed or disposed of
his groPcrty. or is about to do so, with intent to de-
fraud his creditors.

Provisions of the act do not apply to proceedings for
contempt, and no female shall be arrested in any action,
except for willful injury to person, character or
property.

ASSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. An insolvent debt-
or may be discharged by filing petition and making as-
signment of property to a trustee for benefit of all cred-
itors. But his subsequently acquired property (not ex-
empt) is liable for the satisfaction of his debts. No
creditor not hnvinf recelved notice is bound by the dis-
charge. Any creditor may saggest fraud, and on frand
or concealment being found by jury, judgment will be
that debtor be imprisoned until” a fuil and fair disclo-
sare of all his money, property or effects be made.
Voluntary assignmenis are only good against creditors
from registration. A debtor may in an agsignment pre-
fer one creditor to another

ATTACHMENT process may issue against the prop-
erty of a non-resident debtor, or one who has departed
from the State to defraud his creditore or to avoid the
service of a summons, or keeps himself concealed
therein with like intcnt; or against a foreign corpora-
tion, or if such persun or corporation has removed, or is
about to remove, any of his or 1ts property from this
State with intent to defraud his or its creditors, or has
assigned, disposed of, or secreted, or is about to assign,
dispose of, or secrete any of his or its property with
the like intent, whether such debtor is a resident of this
State or not. The creditor procurng warrant of attach-
ment must, within ten days, file affidavits in the Clerk’s
office, or before a Justice of the Peace, if the warrant
is taken out in his court, stating the grounds on which
the warrant of attachment is asked. The creditor is
also required to give good bond nnd -ecurity for costs
and damages in case the proceeding by attachment is
wrongful or oppressive. Garnishee process is not known
under the statute. In actions arising on contract for
recovery of money only, or in an action for the wrong-
ful conversion of personal property, attachment process
may issue at the time or after the issuing of the sum-
mons. Service of summons must be made personally
or commenced by publication within thirty days after
obtaining warrant of attachment. Within thirty d,ags
after obtaining such warrant from a Justice of the
Peace, plaintiff shall cause publication thereof to be
made for four successive weeks,

CoURTs. Terms and Jurwsdiction. Superior Court,
holdin% two terms a year in each county, exclusive
o;i%lnt jurisdiction in all civil actions involving over
$200. Insome counties four terme a year are held, but
only two of them are appearance terms. The Clerk of
the Superior Court is Judge of Probate. Justice's
Jurisdiction, $200.

ExEecuTioNs from Superior Court may issue imme-
diately after the term at which judgment was rendered,
and are returnable at the next term. Issue asof course
at any tinte within six weeks after rendition of judg-
ment; after three years have elapsed, issue only upon
notice and leave obtained. From Justice’s Courts they
issue at once; returnable in sixty days. Stay of cxecu-
tion is granted as follows: Under $25, one month; $25 to

, three months; to 2100, four months; above

100, six months. There is no redemption on property
sold on execution or mortgage. .

ExeMprioN. Every homestead, and dwellings and
buildings used therewith, not exceeding in value $1,000,
to be selected by the owner thereof; or in lieu thereof,
at the option of the owner, any lot in any city. town or
village, with the dwellings used thereon, owned and
occupied by any resident of the State, and not exceed-
ing the value of $1,000. Personal property of the value
of $500. This law does not apply to debts contracted
prior to Aug. 20, 1868, or to taxes, payment of pur-
chase money or laborers’ or mechanics’lien. The ex-
emptions allowed when debt was contracted prior to

August 20, 1868, are those that were in force at the time
the deht was contracted.

INTEREST. Six per cent. is the grescribed usual rate,

Eight per cent. may be stipulated for when money is
borrowed. Rate on judgments and open accounts, six
per cent., unless parties contract for higher rate up
to eight tper cent., which they may do. Penalty for
usury is forfeiture of double the amount of interest as
specified in the fore%oing. Interest, if not paid when
due, bears simple interest — “ starts on a career of its
own.”
JUDGMENTS in the Superior Court are a lien from the
time they are docketed, on all real property of defend-
ant within the county, and can be transferred to other
counties by filing transcript. Judgments from Justices’
Courts are not a lien until levy is made. Lien continues
ten years from time of docketing. Justice Court judg-
ments may be made judgments of the Superior Court
in all respects by docketing them in said court.

LimrrATIONS OF SUITS. Actions on accounts and con-
tracts not under seal must be commenced in three years,
and on a note under seal must be commenced within
ten years, or the statute of limitation may be pleaded
against recovery. In cases of fraud or mistake cause of
action does not accrue until the discovery by the ag-
grieved party of the facts constituting such fraud or
mistake.

REvIvoR. Part payment or new promise in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN retain their real and personal prop-
erty acquired before or after marriage, as their separate
estate, not liable for the debts or obligations of their
husbands. But no woman under coverture, unless she
be a free trader, can make a binding contract, except
for her ry personal exp , or for the support
of the family, or for such as may be neces: in order
to pay her debts existlni before marriage, without the
written consent of her husband. Widow's dower is
one-third in value of all the lands and real estate of
which her husband was seized during her coverture.
Statute also allows widow a ‘“ year's allowance™ out
of the personal property of the husband.

MoRTeAGES must be registered within the county to
be valid as
for a valuable consideration. Mortg:

against creditors or subsequent purchasers

s are foreclosed
by action, except when a power of sale is given. Chat-
tel mortgages and lien bonds must be registered.

Nores AND BiLLs or ExcHANGE. Grace is allowed
on all drafts except those payable on demand. All bills
and notes bear interest from maturity, unless otherwise
stipulated. An indorser of & note is deemed a surety,
and no demand on the maker is neces: before com-
mencing suit nﬁalnst surety or indorser, but this does
not apply to bills of exchange. Where a bill is drawn
or indorsed in this State upon any person or corporation
in any other of the United States or any of the Territo-
ries and is protested, it shall bear damages, viz., three
per cent. on the rlncl[g.: sum. A bill or note may be
growsted by a Notary Public, Justice of the Peace or

lerk of a court of record. Bills of exchange and prom-
issory notes — both those under seal and thosc not—
are negotiable; and all notes and bonds with more than
one obligor are bi statute jolnt and several. To
charge indorser of bill of exchange, notice of non-pay-
ment must be given him.

Surrs. Process in court must be served ten days
before first day of term. The action is commenced
issuing a summons and filing a complaint in the Clerk’s
office.  Actions before Just'ces are commenced by issu-
ing summons to be served on the debtor, which is made
returnable at some time and place within the county to
be designated by the Justice. Judgment can usually
be obtained in two days. Complaint must be filed in
courts of record within the first three days of term and
answer or demurrer within the term to which the sum-
mons ie returnable. Pleadings before & Justice may be
either oral or written. Practice is undera Code known
as the ¢ Code of Civil Procedure.”

Taxes. The Act of 1879 provides that the tax list
shall constitute a lien from June 1, of each year. Sales
for delinquent taxes are made after notice given. De-
linquent may remain on the land one year, and may
redeem within that time by paying the amount bid by
the purchaser and twenty-five per cent. in addition.

OHIO.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS may be taken by any Judge or
Clerk of a court of reco Justice of the Peace, No-
tary Public, Commissioner for Ohio, Mayor. or other
presiding officer of an incorporated city or town. When
executed, acknowledged and proved out of this State,
in accordance with the lJaws of the place where exe-
cuted, they will be as valid as if executed in this State.

Husband must join in conveyance of wife’s property.
Two witnesses are required to attest signatures in all
matters affecting real estate. Instruments of convey-
ance between husband and wife must be eigned, sealed
and acknowledged by husband and wife and attested
by two witnesses. Officer taking acknowledgment
must certify that he examined the wife separate and

4
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apart from her husband, and made known to her the
contents of the instrument, that she voluntarily signed,
sealed and acknowledged the same, and that she is still
satisfied therewith as her act and deed.

ABSIGNMENTS. An insolvent debtor may make an
assignment in trust for the benefit of creditors. Assignee
must, within ten days after delivery of asgignment to
him, produce the original assignment, or copy thereof, in
the Probate Court, file same and enter into a bond in
such sum and with such sureties as court shall approve.
Notice of appointment, for three successive weeks,
in newspaper of general circulation shall be given after
bond entered into, and creditor shall within six months
after publication of notice present claim with afidavit
that said claim is just and lawful, the consideration
thereof, and what, if any, set-offs or counter-claims
exist thercto; what collateral or personal security, if
any, the claimant holds for same, or that he has no
security whatever. Any surety or person jointly liable
with assignor is allowed to present and prove his claim
on which he js bound. Suit must be brought on rejected
claims within thirty days. Assignment made in con-
templation of insolvency, with intent to preter one or
more creditors, inures to the benefit of all creditors,
Assignment made with intent to hinder, delay or defrand
creditors shall be declared void at the suit of any cred-
itor, and such assignment, after having been declared
void, or u preferred assignment, is cause for the appoint-
ment of trustee. No assignment shall be construed to
include property exempt, unless the exemption is
expressly waived. Preferred claime are: T'axes of
every description assessed against assignor, and wages
for all labor performed by any one in the assignor’s
service within twelve months preceding the assignment,
not exceeding $3v0.

ATTACHMENT in a civil action for the recovery of
money may be had when defendant is non-resident or a
foreign corporation, or has absconded or concealed
himself, or is about to remove, convert or assign, or has
concealed his property with intent to defraud creditors,
or where the debt was fraudulently contracted. Plain-
tiff must give bond in double the amount at issue,
except where defendant is a non-resident, when a bond
is not required. Defendant can be arrested in a civil
action on all except the first two grounds given above.
Garnishee process may be had in aid of attachment
against any debtor of the defendant. A citizen of this
State may be enjoined from prosecuting an attach-
ment in another State against a citizen of this State, to
fubject to the gayment of his claim the earnings of the
debtor, which by the laws of this State are exempt from
being applied vo the payment of such claim.

CoURTS. Z7erms and Jurisdictzon. Justice's Courts
have exclusive original juriediction of any sum not ex-
ceeding $100, and concurrent jurisdiction with the
Court of Common Pleas of any sum from $100 to $300.
Superior Courts of Cincinnatl, Cleveland and Dayton,
have the same general jurisdiction in actions for debt
that is exercised by the Courts of Commmon Pleas. Com-
mon Pleas Courts have original jurisdiction where the
amount in controversy exceeds $100. .

ExEcurioNs issue from the Court of Common Pleas
to any county. Execution against the person will only
issue when the Judge of one of the Superior Courts is
satisfied of the existence of cause—such as concealment
of ‘propertr by the debtor—or where debtor was arrested
before judgment and not discharged under the law.
Lands levied on must be appraised by three disinterested
frecholders, and can not be sold for less than two-thirds
of such appraisement. Executions are stayed before
Justices, by entering into a bond to adverse party
within ten days after rendition of judgment, on judg-
ments for $§5 and under, sixty days; $5 and under
$20, ninety days; $20 and under $50, 150 days; $50 and
upward, 240 days. No stay on judgment in favor of any
person for wages due for manual labor pe:formed.

ExemprioNs. Homestead, $1,000. Every
has a family, and every widow, may hold the following

roperty exempt from execution, attachment or sale

for any debt, damages, fine or amercement :

First. The wearing apparel of such person or fam-
ily, beds, bedstcads and bedding necessary for the
same, one cooking stove and pipe, one stove and pipe
used for warming the dwelling, and fuel for sixty days,
actually provided, and destgnc& tor the use of such per-
son or famllg.

Second. One cow, or if the debtor owns none, house-
hold furniture to be selected by such debtor not ex-
ceeding $35 in value; two swine or the pork therefrom,
or if the debtor owns no swine, household furniture to
be selected by such debtor not exceeding $15 in value ;
six sheep, their wool and the cloth orotherarticles man-
ufactured therefrom, or in lieu thereof household furni-
ture, to be selected by the debtor, not exceeding $15,
and food for such animals for sixty days.

person who ’

Third. Bibles, hymn books, psalm books, testa-
ments and school books used in the family, and all
family pictures.

Fourth. Provision lctunlliy provided and designed
for the use of such person or family not exceeding 1350
in value, and other articles of household or kitcheu fur-
niture uecessary for such person or family, not exceed -
ing $50 in value.

rirth. Oue sewing machine, one knitting machine,
and all the tools and impl ts of the debt
sary for carrying on his or her trade or busipess,
Ehetlller mechanical oragricultural, nos exceeding $100

value.

Siwth. The personal earnings of the debtor and of
his or her minor child or chiidren for three months,
when it is made to appear by afidavit that such earn-
ings are neceseary for such person or family.

Seventh. All articles, specimens aud cabinets of
natural history or science, except such as are intended
for show or exhibition for money or pecuniary gain.

Eighth. Every drayman, in addition to the above
exemptions, shall hold one horse, harness and dray ex-
empt from ex cution. Every agriculturist who is the
head of a family, in addition to the exemptions epeci-
fled in paragraphs one to seven inclusive, shall hold
exempt from execution one horse or one yoke of cattle
with the neceesary gearing for the eame, one wagon;
and everx practitioner of medicine, the head of a fam-
ily, in addition to the exemptione epecified in para-
grnphs one to seven inclusive, shall hold exempt one

orre, one saddle and bridle, avd also books, medi-
cines and instruments pertaining to his profeseion, not
exceeding $100 in value.

Every unmarried woman may hold the following prop
ert exem%from execution, attachment or sale:

Ixirst. earing arparel not exceeding $100.

Second. One sewing machine.

Third. One knitting machine.

Fourth. A bible, hymn book, psalm book and any
other books not excecding in value $25.

Any beneficiary fund, not exceeding $5,000, set apart,
appropriated or paid by any benevolent association or
society according to its rules and regulations to the
famil¥ of any deceared member, or to any member of
such family. ehall not be liable to be taken by any pro-
cess or proceedings, legal or equitable, to pay any deht
of such deceased member. .

The re%?nn, insignia of office, jou'nals of proceedings,
account books and the private work belouging to any
benevolent society in this State, shall be exempt, etc.

All property used by any municipal corporation or
fire company for the purpose of extiuguishing fire ghall
be exempt, but the owner may create liens thercon by
mortgage, etc. Any resident being the head of a fam-
ily and not the owner of a homestead, can hold other
pereonal property to be selected by him, and not ap-
praised at over $500, in addition to the chattel property
specified above. No cxemption runs against claim
for labor amounting to less than $100. The above ex-
em(f:tlon may be claimed by any one who has a family,
and by every widow, against whom an action is prose-
cuted in this State, whether such debtor is or is not a
resident of this State.

INTEREST. The legal rate is six per cent. Parties
may contract in writing for eight per cent. No penalty
is attached for the violation of the law. If acontract
is made for a higher rate than eight per cent., the con-
tract as to interest is void, and the recovery is limited
to the principal sum and six per cent. Interest is com-
puted upon judgments and decrees at the rate specified
in the insttument upon which said judgment or decree
is rendered. Interest is not recoverable on open run-
ning accounts, when there are no circumstances from
which an agreement to aliow interest can be inferred,
and there has been no vexatious delay of payment.
Open accounts draw interest after statement is made
and account rendered. Interest from and after ma-
turity may be allowed on items of wages or salary,
payable monthly.

UDGMENTS are a lien on real property of defendant
within the county, which lien continues for five years.
1f execution be not levied within one year trom the
rendition of the judgment, said judgment shall not
operate to the prejudice of any other bona fide judg-
ment creditor.

LiMITATION OF SUITs upon contracts not in writing,
express or implied, six years; specialty or any agree-
ment in writing, fifteen years; real actions, twenty
years. Revivor : Part payment, acknowledgment or
promise in writing.

MARRIED WOMEN retain all their separate property,
real and lilersonnl, owned at marriage or acquired there-
after, with all the rents, incomes and profits thereof.
Wife can contract for the improvement, repair and cul
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tivation of her real estate, and may lease the game for
not exceeding three years. A married woman engaged
in busxiness may sue and be sued alone, and her gepa-
rate property is liable for any judgmept rendered
against her. The husband must unite in all deeds and
mortgages of the wife’s separate real estate. A widow
is eumFed to dower in all real estate owned by her hus-
band during her coverture. A married woman's eepa-
rate property cannot be charged with her general en-

gements unless by & contract valid in law to bind
ge same, or such tacts as make it between the parties
just and equitable

A debt incurred by a married woman for her bencfit
or that of her separate estate, and upon ite credit, and
the giving of a note therefor, are facts from which a
court of equity may imply and enforce a charge against
such property.

MORTGAGES must be executed as deeds, and the
first mortgage recorded has the preference. Are
foreclosed by suit in the Court of Common Pleas, and
there is no redemption of lands sold under foreclosure.
Chattel mortgages, or a true cogy thereof, must be
deposited with the Clerk of the township where
the mortgagor resides, and are void unless re-filed
within thirty days of the expiration of one year from
their execution, and annually thereafter.

NoTEs AND BiLLs oF EXCHANGE. All bonds, notes
and bills payable at a day certain after date, or after

sight, are entitled to three days of grace in the time of
payment. When the third day of grace is the first day
of the week, the demand shall be made on the next
preceding business day. The 1st day of January, the
4th day of July, the 25th of December, and any day ap-
pointed or recommended by the Governor of Ohio, or
the President of the United States, as a day of Fast or
Thanksgiving, is treated and considered as the first day
of the week. When the 1st day of January, 4th day of
July, or the 25th day of December shall be the first day
of the week, the succeeding Monday is also treated and
considered as the first day of the week. When made
payable to order or bearer, they are negotiable by indorse-
ment thereon, and vest the title thereof in indorsee.

Surrs. There i8 but one form of action, known as a
civil action, which must be prosecuted in the name of
the real party in interest, except as to administrators,
trustees, etc. In certain cases service may be made by
publication.

Taxgs are due on December 20 of each year, but the
party charged may at his option pay one-half then and
the remainder on or before June 20 following. Lands
delinquent for three semi-annual instalments are sold
by the County Treasurer. Owner can redeem within
two years by paying amount for which the land was
sold, all subsequent taxes and interest, and a penalty
of fifteen per cent. if redeemed within one year, and
twenty-five per cent. it within two years.

OREGON.

| ACKNOWLEDGMENTS may be taken by any officer ap-
pointed by the laws of the State, Territory or district
where made, or before any Commissioner appointed by
the Governor of this State for such purpose, and unless
the acknowledgment be taken bhefore such Commis-
sioner, it must be certified by the Clerk or other proper
certifying officer of a court of record of the county or
district within which such acknowledgment was taken,
under the seal of his office, that the person whose name
is subscribed to the certificate of acknowledgment was,
at the date thereof, such officer as he is therein repre-
sented to be, and that he believes the signature of such
serson subscribed thereto to be genuine, and that the

eed is executed and acknowledged according to the
laws of such State, Territory or district.

ABSIGNMENTS AND INSOLVENCY. There is no insol-
vent law, but every person confined in jail on an exe-
cution is entitled to his discharge at the end of ten
dA{s, upon the conditions prescribed by law, and after
being once discharged the debtor is forever exempt
from arrest under that debt. An assignment does not
free the debtor from his liabilities, but a debtor may
prefer a creditor by confessing judgment, giving a
mortgage, or assigning eFeciﬂc property as security or
in payment. No general assignment made by an insol-
vent, or in contemplation of 1nsolvency, for the benefit
of creditors, is valid, unless made for the benefit of
all creditors in proportion to the amount of their re-
spective claims. An assignment has the effect to dis-
solve all attachments on which judgment has not been
entered at time of the assignment. Notice must be
given to creditors to present claims, and any creditor
may flle objections to ani claim and the court will pass
upon the objection. Debts to become due, as well as
as those already due, may be proved. Assignce has full
power to dispose of all estate, both real and personal,
and to distribute the proceeds pro rata among creditors.
A general aseignment does not discharge the debtor
from liability.

ATTACHMENT process may be had when defendant is
a foreign corporation, or non-resident, or in actions on
contracts for the direct payment of money, where no
mortgage, lien or pledge was taken or created, or if the
debt was so secured, when the security has been ren-
dered valneless by act of the defendant. Plaintiff must
Sve the usual bond in double the amount involved.

ebts owing defendant may be garnisheed. Defendant
may be arrested when not aresident of the State, or in
actions to recover personal property unjustly detained,
or where the debt was fraudulently contracted, or detend-
ant has removed his property with intent to defraud.

Courts. Terms and Jurisdiction. Circuit Courtis
held once a year in Curry, Columbia and Tillamook
countjes, three times a year in Multnomah county,
(Portland), and Marion county, (hSalem). and twice
a ¥eu;' in’ other counties, and has uniimited civil
Jjurisdiction. There is a County Court in each
county, holding from four to twelve trial terms each
year, with full probate powers and civil jurisdiction
up to $500. Justice’s jurisdiction, $250.

ExEcurioN issues immediately, and is returnable in
sixty days in the Circuit Court; thirty days in all other
courts. Execution may issue at any time within five
years af er judgment. There is no stay law. Jndg-
ment debtor, or his successor in interest, or any cred-
itor having a lien, may redeem real estate sold under
execution within sixty days of the confirmation of the
sale. and lien creditors may continue to so redeem
within sixty days of each sale, the last purchaser being
entitled to a deed. .

ExenprioNs. There is nohomestead law. Personal
?roperty exempt includes books, pictures and musical
nstruments to the value of $75: wearing apparel to
the value of $100, and if a householder, to the value ot
$50 for each member of the family; tools, implements,
apparatus, team, vehicle, harness or library, when nec-
esgary in the occupation or profession of a judgment
debtor, to the amount of $400; i the judgment debtor
be a householder, ten sheep with one year's fleece, two
cows, fiveawine, household goods, furniture and uten-
sils to the value of $300. No article of property is ex-
empt from execution issued upon a ju ent for the
purchase price.

INTEREST. Legal rate, ten per cent.; contracts may
be made in writing for twelve per cent. Usury works
forfeiture of principal and interest, but judgment will
be rendered against defendant for the principal of the
debt to be paid into the Common School Fund of the
county in which suit was commenced.

JUDGMENTS are a lien from the date of docketing on
all defendant’s real property within the couuty or
counties where same is docketed, and on all which he
may subsequently acquire during the life of the judg-
ment. If ten years are allowed to elapse without issu-
ance of execution on the judgment the lien ceases.

LiMiTaTIONS OF Surrs. On contracts not under seal,
express or implied, six years; on judgments or decrees
of any court and sealed instruments, ten years; re-
covery real property, ten years. Revivor: Part payment
or new promise in writinf;.

MARRIED WOMEN retain theirreal and personal estate
owned by them at time of marriage or afterwards ac-
quired by gift, devise or inheritance, free from the debts
and control of their husbands. A married woman may
make contracts in her own name, buy goods, and give
notes in settlement, and her real and Eersonal property
may be sold to satiefy the same. She may dlsPose of
her real estate by will, subject to any rights which her
hushand may have as tenant by the curtesy.

MoRrreA@Es arc executed in the same manner as
deeds, and foreclosed by suit in equity. Chattel mort-
gages, or copies thereof, must be immediately filed with
the County Clerk, and cease to be valid as against
creditors or purchasers after the expiration of one year,
unless within thirti days next tgreceding the expira-
tion of said year there ig an affidavit made and filed
therewith, that the debt which it secures is unpaid and
the mortgage still in force.

NoTES AND BiLLs oF ExcuANGE. Three days of grace
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are allowed on all bills of exchange payable at sight or
on a day certain, and on all promissory notes where
not expressed to the contrary. The indorsers on a note,
when properly charged by protest, are liable as long as
the maker. Damages allowed on protested bills; do-
mestic, five per cent.; foreign, ten per cent.

Suirs. Practice is under a Code similar to that of
New York, but the distinction between law and equity
is retained. Suits and actions in the Circuit and
County Courts are commenced by filing a verified com-

laint with the Clerk of the court. Summone is served
y personally delivering to the debtor or leaving at his
residence, with a white person over fourteen years ot

age, a member of his family, a copy of the summons and
a certified copy of the complaint, and if debtor does
not appear or answer within ten days, if served in the
county in which action is brought, or within twenty
days, if served in any other county in the State, the
creditor may take judgment. In case of non-resident
debtors who have property in the State, the court may
order service by publication of the summons.

TAxEes. Lands sold for taxes may be redeemed within
one year, on payment of the purchase money and
twe:ny per cent. thereon; within two years, thirty per
cent.

PENNSYLVANIA.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of deeds to be recorded in Penn-
sylvania may be made before any Mayor, or chief mag-
istrate of any city or town incorporated (under the
public 