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SPEECH

OF

HON. W. JASPER TALBERT.

The House having under consideration the bill (H. R. 1) torepeal a part of
an act, approved July 14, 1830, entitlod “An act directing the purchase of
silver bulilon and the issue of Treasury notes thereon, and for other pur-
poses’’—

Mr, TALBERT of South Carolina said:

Mr. SPEAKER: No period ever existed in the history of our
country in which the duty was more imperative upon each and
every one of us here to lay aside all prejudice and ull bitterncss
and look alone as one man to the present unhappy and distressed
condition of our country. No time ever demanded more serious
and sober thought of the Representativesof this Union than does
the present time. We are confronted to-day,not with any vague
theories; we are confronted with conditions; and wehave arrived
at a crisis in the history of the country whon something must be
done, and done quickly, and done with decision and judgment.

I hivve sat here and listened with a great deal of earnestness
to speeches upon both sides of this question. I have listened
seriously and patiently, and I must admit that sometimes Thave
beon somewhat in the position of the little boy whose mother
in making himhis first pair of pantaloons put the front in the rear,
The little fellow startcd for school the next morning, and walked
cheerfully along until he looked down and discovered the situa-
tion, when he burst out into a cry, and said, ‘I don’t know
whether I am going toschool or going back home.” [Laughter.]

I have listened to these arguments, I say, untilI have been put
almost in a similar position. I rise to-night with some hesita-
tion, first, on account of my inexperience in a body like this, be-
ing a new member. Possibly common prudence would have for-
bidden me to undertake to address this House this evening from
the fact that looking around me here I see so many members
older and with so much more experience, with so much greater
gift of eloquence and oratory, than myself,

But coming as I do from one of the rural districts of the sunny
South, and representing as I do a constituency as true, as patri-.
otic, ag honorable, as high-minded, as any people that ever lived
upon God’s green earth, nineteen-twentieths of whom I might
say are unqualifiedly in favor of the free and unlimited coinage
of silver [applause], I deem that a sufficient excuse for saying at
least a few words in their behalf and in advocacy of this meas-
ure, which Isincerely believe involves not only the liberties, but
the lives of the masses of the people of the United States.
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In my remarks I will not rehash what has been already said
as to the relative amount of gold and silver in foreign countries,
England, France, or Germany, or go int> statistics; but will en-
déavor to prove that it is mere ‘‘ claptrap ” for our opponents to
say that the Sherman act.is the cause of the depression now pre-
vailing. I shall endeavor toshow that it is the monetary system
of our country, ending an array of acts culminating in the de-
monetization of silver.

Although coming as I do from the humbler walksof a farmer's
life, having never been anything but a common, plain, practical
farmer; representing ulso as I do the farmers and producers of
wealth in common with the other classesof citizens of this great
nation; elected though I was upon a platform of principles one
plank of which was the free and unlimited coinage of silver—
others, Mr. Speaker, can do as they please, but as for me and
my house we will serve the Lord, and I shall stand on that plat-
form first, last, and all the time. [Applause.]

Platforms are said to be made to get in on and not to stand on,
but it shall not be said of me that I rodein on aplatform and de-
serted it as soon as I gotin. And my friends, I contend that
here in this House the Democratic party stands pledged to-day
by every honest purpose to that plank in the national platform,
as well as in twenty-eightor thirty of the Demaocratic State plat-
forms of this Union in favor of the same system; and not only
are the Democrats pledged, but nearly every Representative
here is pledged likewise, tobimetallism. AndI want tosay that
I think it is a sad commentary, at least, and can not understand
how men whohave gone through their several districts all over
this nation stumping and promising their constituents to stand
by the platforms and the promises of free silver, can now come
here and make eloquent speeches against it. I say that at least
I can not understand it. And yet I donotimpugn their motives,
believing, as I do, that the present distressed condition is not
chargeable and due to the Sherman act, that ‘* cowardly make-
shift,”” as it has been called.

Mr. Speaker, it isa *‘ cowardly makeshift; when it was passed it
was a cowardly makeshift,” but it did good. But the trouble is
that it is being used in this House to-duay as a much more * cow-
ardly makeshift > by these men who want to dodge out of their
duty and pretend that they ean not stand up to their platform.
It is amore * cowardly makeshift » to deery monometallism than
it was on the part of those who put it into their platform.

The present distressed condition of our country is due and
chargeable to a system of legislation which has been enacted
since the beginning of the late war, and is not due to the Sher-
man act or anything of that sort. And in order to more fully
comprehend the situation I want to say that figures enough
have been given in regard to what the standing of silver and gold
isin England and France and other European countries and all
that. But I would ask you to let us go back to the beginning of
the war and examine some of the legislation preceding that
crowning act of infamy conceived in fraud and brought forth in
iniquity, the demonetization act of 1873 that struck down silver,
standing to-day as a living monument to the power of money to
oppress; that war, which subsequent events have made me be-
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lieve was not fought to free the negro and save the Union, but
to enslave the people of America by a moneyed aristocracy, the
most his.teful and despotic of all governments possible. [Ap-
lause.

P At the beginning of the war the resources of the Nutional
Government were taxed to their utmost capacity for the purpose
of producing means to carry it on. Vast volumes of money were
needed, far beyond the capacity of the mints to supply in coin, and
at this time the great Wall street kings and bankers, of whom very
much has been said on this floor, came forward and offered to
loan the Government sufficient money for the purpose, at what
do you suppose? Why, at a rate from 24 to 36 per cent !

They tooY( advantage, Mr. Speaker, of the misfortunes of the
Government, and tried to fatten and aggrandize themselves upon
its needs and thussaddle upon a nation a debt which, at the end of
hostilities, could be used under the European idea led on by Eng-
lish capitalists to make slaves of the American people. These
are the same great, * blessed Representatives” that we have
heard of to-day who have been talked of so much during this de-
bate as doing somuch for the country in its time of need! These
are the men who want to take all money out of the country ex-
cept zold and make you worship the golden calf, the same Wall
street kings that took advantage of the needs of the Government
to make slaves of the American people. But what did Mr. Lin-
coln say? Did he accede to their demands?

No, sir. He was not fooled or baffled by them. Hesaid thatbe-
fore he would submit to such a bounty being given to these Shy-
locks, he would print and issue money until it took a thousand
dollars to buya breakfast! Andhedid. Reading from the Con-
stitution, he read that Congress shall have the power to declare
war. He read again that Congress shall have the power to coin
money, issue bills of credit, stamp their value, etc., upon them;
and following along after this declaration, on the 17th of July,
1861, and February 12, 1862, there was passed the legal-tender
act, and sixty millions of greenbacks were issued with which to
pay the soldiers and carry on the war. .

My friends, these greenbacks were in the shape of demand
notes on which there had been put no exception clause, and this
money answered its purpose; and here we have, right here, if
you will bear with me, Jeflerson’s idea of Treasury notes, bot-
tomed on taxes, backed up by all the products of the nation, and
secured by the patriotism of the people—the best kind of money
that can be issued by any country in the world. [Applause.]

The first issue of greenbacks constituted the demand notes
which, unlike all subsequent issues, did not contain the excep-
tion clause. Consequently thoy have always been at par with
gold; and this establishes the fuct that had it not been for the
exception clause on all the subsequent issues they would .have
alw.ys remained at par with gold. Wherever gold went these
notes could have gone, ever into the coffers of the bondholders.
So Congress continued to issue money as necessity demanded,
and - with an abundance of this moneynot evencould the ravages
of wur check the prosperity of the country,save in thos? sections
desol:.ted by immediate ravages. Commerce, industry,and edu-
cation received new impetus, and flourished as never before in
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the history of the country. In speaking of the war, I do not
propose to discuss the right of secession, but in the language of
the Supreme Court ** the republic that survives the storm is an
indissoluble Union of indestructible States.” With that motto,
let us turn our backs to the past and look to the future. All
this talk about hard or soft money is nonsense, when you are
talking to a people who have no money at all or a very little at
least. Let it be remembered that our forefathers achieved our
independence with a continental currency that took a wheel-
barvow full to buy a ham.

Now, since Congress had found a provision to supply the peo-
ple with money, and to supply the Government with money,
there wasno longer any demand for Shylock’s gold. ButShylock
did notsleep. It is said that withinfourdays, I believe, after the
passage of this legal-tender act there was a bankers’ convention
held in the city of Washington, consisting of four delegates from
New York, three or four from Philadelphia, and three or four
from Boston. Shylock was alarmed; he saw in thke legal-tender
act a friend of the people. k

Now, I will not stind up hereand pretend tosay what was done
in this convention, because I am notabinker and was not there.
I will not pretend to say what was done, but I. suppose they or-
ganized a Bankers’ Assqciation of America,and soon; but I will
only call your attention to subsequent legislution, and let you do
i'our own thinking in regard to the mitter. On February 23,

862, fifteen days after the legal-tender act was pissed, Congress
passed an act stipulating that the greenb cks should be a legal-
tender for all debts, public and private, except duties on imports
and interest on the public debt, which, from that time forward,
was paid in coin.

These two sacred things, mind you, greenbicks should not
pay. Charity forbids that I should siy that Congress was influ-
enced by that convention, but every man can think, if he does
not speak, and do his own thinking like the main whose lawyer
on one occasion was not talking exactly to suit him in the court
room, and he gotup to make a few remarkshimself. The judge,
of course, made him take hissest. He got upagain and the judge
made him take his seat again. A third and fourth time this
happened, and finally the gentleman got up and said: ‘“Well,
judge, if you will not let me talk, won't you let me think?”
‘““Why, certainly,” said the judge. ‘‘Well, judge,” he said, *‘L
think you and all these lawyers are a set of grand rascals.”
[Laughter.]

Now, I do not say that anybody was a raseal, not even a grand
rascal, or anything of that sort, but I tell you the time has come
for you to mut your own construction upon things, and not take
the ipse dizit of any man, however learned he may bz, or what-
ever profession he may follow, or whatever position he may
hold.

This money might pay the soldier for blood, but not the bond-
holder for interest. Just think of that. This money. should be
‘accepted by the farmer, but not for import duties. Thus the
greenback was debased from the day of its birth and made a
bastard by the edict ofitsown fath=r, Gold and silver of course
retained their normal value as a circulating medium and became
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the money of the banks, as they circulated between the banks on
the one hand and the custom-house on the other. And listen!
This debased greenback, falling to 40 per cent of its value as
compared with gold, became the money of the people. '

Just catch that idea, gentlemenof this House., Thebankers, the
stock gamblers, and the brokers must have gold, but the laborin,
people, the servants, the people, must have greeubacks, whic
they said were good enough for them; and I want to direct your
attention to this system as I go along withit. Then followed in
one year, February, 1863, the national banking act, it may be,
passed with the same influence of the convention in the onward
march to attack and strike down silver. Then the 6 per cent
nonassessable bonds, whose interest was payable in coin, were
sold to the banks, for what? Not for gold. The bankers bought
bonds with depreciated grecnbacks, which the Government had
been compelled to swap with Shylock, almost two for one, as
Roark swapped horses with Kilpatrick.

Now, I know you have heard this over and over again, butI
am only. going to throw this out to you to try to prove to you
that it is not the Sherman act that has done the devilment, and
that these men who say so do not believe what they say, because
they know better when they are telling yoa that they believe
that. Roark wasan old Union man thatlived up in North Caro-
lina, and after the war, when Kilpatrick came along through
there, going home, Mr. Roark, who had a very fine horse, went
out to meet Gen. Kilpatrick. He rode up to him and thought
Kilpatrick ought to have known him. He said, ‘*Good morning,
general.” Kilpatrick stopped with his crowd. * Good morn-
ing.” And before saying anything more, he just said to one of
his men, who was riding a very poor horse, ‘‘Get off that horse.”
And then he said to Roark, ‘‘Get down off your horse.” Roark
did as he was told, and then Kilpatrick said, ‘‘Change your
saddles.” Now he said to Roark, *‘Get up on' the poor horse."”
Roark did as he was commanded, and Kilpatrick started off.
Roark said to the general, ¢ Can I speak to you?” ‘‘Well,” he
said, ““talk quick; I must be going.” Roark said, ‘I just want to
say to you that I have been swapping horses for forty years, but
this is the first time I ever traded without [ had any say in it.”
[Laughter].

So it was with the people. They had to swap their money for
gold, and they had no say at all because of this legislation which
was forced upon them. The Government had no voice in the
matter., Bankers paid $40 in gold for $100 in greenbacks. Then
they exchanged the $100 in greenbacks for $100 bonds, which
paid six gold dollars in interest every year, were subject to no tax,
nationul or State, county or city. So he invested $40 in gold,
and he drew six gold dollars in interest, or 15 per cent on his
original investment of forty gold dollars.

But this is not all. The bainker was allowed to deposit his
bond in a vault and draw 90 per cent of its value in money to
loan out again at 10 per cont to the pcople—to loan them their
own money. There, goentlemen of this House, is a subtreasury
pure and simple for the bondholders; and yet you have heard so
much fuss about it when the farmers made & similar kind of a
demand.
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Mr. DAVIS, Will the gentleman allow me to make an addi-
tional statement right there?

Mr, TALBERT of South Carolina. Certainly.

Mr. DAVIS. The banker got his interest in gold twelve
months in advance.

Mr. TALB ERT of South Carolina. Payable in advance; and
sometimes when Wall street gotintoa scrape, it was anticipated
six months in advance. At one time ten millions were paid dur~
ing Cleveland’s former administration; and some time ago, if I
mistake nof, seven millions were paid out by Mr. Carlisle, the
money being sent out to these Wall street gamblers whenthey
got into a scrape. Millions upon the top of millions are appro-
priated to build navies to rot upon the seas, for railroads and
corporations and expositions and all that sort of thing, and a
great deal of money paid outfor the Indians; but when the white
man comes in for anything, why he can not get it. If I am not
mistaken, this House did pass at the last term of Congress a
resolution of sympathy, not of sincere sympathy, for the furmer,
?:d]that isall they got out of the Fifty-second Congress. -[Laugh-

r.

I 'understand that they actually had the word *sincere”
stricken out, so as to give them simply sympathy. Now, I say
thatthe farmers are tired of this kind of sympathy. We have had
sympathy from everybody. Iam a farmer myself. When the
farmer at the end of the year goesto the merchant and pays his
bill, the. merchant says to him, ‘I sympathize with you; you are
the bone and sinew of the country,” l‘;ut all the time he is poking
the money down into the bottom of his pockets, and tells him,
as he goes out of the store, ‘‘Stay out of politics.” Then,when
he goes to the lawyer, the lawyer will tell him, as he pays him
a nice, big fee, I hope you will huve a better crop next year,”
and all-the time heis poking the money away down in his pocket;
and so it iswhen he goes to the doctor; and finally he goes tothe
good old minister—and God knows we ought to have more of
them; I think this Congress ought to bz preached to more from
what I have heard and seen—but the good old minister, he, too,
will take the contribution, and while he puts it in his pocket he
says: ‘“‘ Brother, if you do not get your reward in this world. you
willin the sweet by and by.” [Laughter.] Andthatisall we get;
but we want something in reality. [Laughter and applause in
the House and in the galleries.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair appeals to occupants
of the galleries to preserve order. The galleries are opened for
the convenience of the public by the courtesy of the'House, and
order must be preserved.

Mr. TALBERT of South Carolina. Now, then, starting with
forty thousand in gold, the banker gets one hundred thousand
in bonds bearing 6 per cent in geld, or six thousand per annum.
‘With this interest flowing on, he draws from the Government
‘ninety thousand, which he loans to the people at 10 per cent,
making nine thousand a year; so, on forty thousand ho gets fif-
teen thousand interest, or 373 per cent.’ But if this vast harvest
of interest that the bankers have been drawing from the pzople
for a quarter of a'century were all we could stand it, but it was
not all. Other discriminating acts have been passed leading up
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to the one demonetizing silver, forming the link in the supposed
conspiracy of financial legislation systematically impoverishing
the people by legalized robbery the most damnable and repre-
hensible.

InMarch,1869, the creditstrengthening act waspassed,whether
by the influence of the same band I can not say; but, like the
blind man who received his sight, while he could not answer
other questions, said: ‘' One thing I know; that whereas I was
blind, now I sce,” This much I do know, such an act followed
along, which act doubled the price of the bonds paid by the
bankers at a time when the Government needed no stronger
credit; when it had no bonds to sell this act wus passed, declar-
ing that the bonds which were payable in currency (the interest
only payable in gold) should be paid in coin. This act added over
$500,000,000 to the holders of the bonds and that much of a debt
was saddled upon the people in addition.

Oliver P. Morton, in a speech on this act, said:

We should do foul injustice to the Government and to the people of the
United States, after we sold these bonds on an average of not more than 60
cents on the dollar, now to propose to make a new contract for the beneflt of
the bondholder.

The Hon. Thad. Stevens, in speaking of the insatiste demands
of the money bond interest, said:

‘We were foolish to grant them gold interest, and now they unblushingly
demand further advantages. The truth is we can never satisfy their appe-
tite for money.

Ben Wade, in a letter written at Washington, December 13,
1867, expressed himself as follows:

I am for the laboring portion of our people. The rich will take care of
themselves. We never agreed to pay the bonds in gold; no man can find it
in the contract, and I will never consent to have one payment for the bond-
holder and another for the people. It would sink my party and ought to.

And now I say that the Democratic party, unless it carriesout
the pledges made when not in power in order to get into power,

‘now that they are in power, will sink their party, and ought to
sink it. If that is treason, gentlemen can make the most of it;
for one I will stick tothe pledges Imade. Thepeopleareawake,
their eyes are open, they are watching the actions of their rep-
resentatives here, anA will no longer submit to broken pledges.
I was elected on a platiorm of principles, as I have said, one plank
of which was free and unlimited silver. lintend tostand or fall
upon that platform. When we have secured that, as T hope we
will, I shall contend for every other plank embodied in the plat-
form on which I was elected. My people expect it; I promised
to do it: and I shall do it though the heavens full,

JouN SHERMAN said in a speech February 27, 1867:

The bond owner can demand only the kind of money he pald and he is a
repudiator and extortioner to demand money more valuable that he gave,

See where JOHN SHERMAN stands to-day. Atthat timo he was
a poor man. Now he is a millionaire.

To show, possibly, the hand of conspiracy, shortly after that
notible bankers' convention the following circular was issued,
signed by their secretary, James Buell. Here is the circular:

DEAR SIR: It is advisable to do ali’ in your power to sustain such daily
and prominent weekly newspapers, especlally the agricultural and religlous
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press, as will oppose the issuing of greenback paper money, and that you
withhold patronage and favors from all applicants who are not willing to
oppose the Government issue of money., Létthe Government issue the coin
and the banks issue the paper money of the country, for we can better pro-
tect each other. To repeal the law creating national banks or to restore to
circulation the Government issue of money will be to provide the people
with money, and will therefore seriously affect your individual protit as
banker and lender. See your member of Congress at once and engage him
to support our interess that we may control legislation.

This circular is signed by the secretary, James Buell. It
speaks for itself, and needs no comment from me.

Connected with this list of acts is also the contraction act of
April 12, 1866, and the refunding act of July 14, 1870, a scheme
to perpetuate the debt of the nation by funding at a lower rate
of interest from year to year, from time to time. 'To further
show the existence of a conspiracy and to show whyI said inthe
outset that this war was not fought to free the negro, but to en-
slave the white man, I will give here a copy of a circular issued
in 1862, after the war had begun in earnest. This circular was
issued by English ecapitalists, who commissioned one Mr. Haz-
ard, a London banker, to propagateits principlesamong Ameri-
can bankers with a view of having the financial legislation of
Congress pave the way for its final adoption asthe settled policy
of this nation. Here is a copy:

Slavery is likely to be abolished by the war power and chattel slavery de-
stroyed. This I and my European friends are in favor of; for slaveryisbut
the owning of labor and carries with it the care of the laborer, while the
European plan, led on by England, is capltal control of labor by controlling
wages. This can be done by controlling the money. Thedebt, that capital-
ists wil see to it is mnade out of the war, must be used as 3 measure to con-
trol the volume of money. To accomplish this the bonds must be used as a
banking basis. We are now waiting for the Secretary of the Treasury to
make recommendation to Congress.. It will not do to allow the green-
back (as it 1s called) to circulate as money any length of time, for wecan not
control that.

This circular also speaks for itself. Having established the
coin price for bonds, which have not cost their holders more
than 60 cents on the dollar, they might have been satisfied; but
now here came the silver question, before it was demonetized.
They commenced work upon it before it was depreciated at all.
To show you that all this talk about depreciation is mere clap-
trap, they commenced when it was at a premium of 3 or 4
{)er cent, and to-day it seems that they are making the same cry,

ooking for a crash to come to the Government, when silver is

selling at 2 per cent advance in New York; and I am told that a
gentleman went to Secretary Carlisle on last evening (it was 80
stated in the evening puper) and tried to buy silver with gold,
and he would not let him have it.

The rock-ribbed mountains of the West have opened the flood-
gates of their hidden treasures and poured forth streams of sil-
ver that amazed the world and promised abundant money for the
country again. Silver then, of course, was coin, and the bonds
payable in coin, and had been the money of the world from the
time of Abraham. Silver was too base and cheap for Shylock
now, and must be demonetized. Then came the act of 1873,
passed under a guise and misrepresantation.

It is said that one Mr. Ernest Seyd, of London, was seut over
with 500,000 to buy the Amervican Congress. I do not pretend
to vouch for this, but ask you to listen and see how easy the act
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was passed in 1873, which did destroy silver., thus adding the
straw to the camel’s back by further contraction and increasing
the bonded indebtedness, following this with the resumption act
of 1879, and fastening upon this nation a financial system which,
Mr, Carlisle says, has been productive of moremisery and crime
to the people of this country than all the wars, pestilence, and
famiune with which they have ever been afflicted.

The record of the American Congress for the last twenty-five
years has been one inimical to the interest of the mass of the
people. The acts spoken of completed the infernal machinery
by which the money power iscrushing out thelivesand liberties
of the people. Trusts and syndicates have been formed, which
have reduced the people to a wage slavery more abject and
heartless than any chattel slavery that ever cursed God’s green
earth., These acts are still upon the statute book; this legis-
lation is still in operation and should be undone, and that is
what the people demand.

I refer, Mr. Speaker, to the report of the committee incharge
of the bill. The chairman, Mr. Hooper, said:

Mr, Ernest Seyd, of London, a distinguished writer and bullionlist, who is
now here, has given great attention to the subject of mint and coinage. At-
ter having examined the first draft of this bill made some sensible sugges-
tions which the committee adopted and embodied in the bill.

The finances of the National Government areso ad justed to-day
as to be utilized by one particular class, and a very small classit
is, with power to contract and inflate at will, and as they go on
with the contraction, of couse it is followed by a corresponding
shrinkage in the value of products of labor and everything else
in the nature of property. Then the people areobliged to sacri-
fice their property ; they are obliged to sell their products. The
speculators get it at the depreciuted price; then inflate the cur-
rel_lgy, and, turning it loose, sell it back at three timeswhat they
paid.

This is the system we are living under to-day. It is not the
Sherman act. That has done the sick man a great deal of good.
If it is a *‘ cowardly makeshift” it has acted like alittle quinine.
It will cure chills, but they will come back after awhile. Ths
people have been quiet too long. They have stayed quietly at
home, trusting to their representatives at Washington to dothe
nicething for them, every onceinawhile sending up to ask them,
*'What of the night?” and the good gentlemenhere, these great
big bushy-headed statesmen, fattening and feasting on the best
of the land [laughter], would reply: *‘All is well. Plowon, boys;
we will be down again in the fall; we will want the votes and the
fried chickens as usual.” [Great laughter.] )

That is the way the {)eople have bheen treated; that is the way
I have been treated. 1 have met these gentlemen on the stump
and I have thrown this in their teeth again and again and they
could not deny it. I stand here, sir, as s humble repressntative
of my pzople, and I intend to represent their interests as I prom-
ised to do. Every other class can get what they want. The
manufacturers can get what they want. The railroads can
get what they want. The bankers can get what they want.
But as soon as the farmers, the laboring people of the world, the
people who make that which feeds and clothes the world, and
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who are growing poorer and poorer every day of their lives, as
soon as they send up a little petition here these great big states-
men sit up and look as wise as owls and say, *‘ It can not be done.
It is unconstitutional!” [This was said in a very sarcastic and
humorous manner, causing renewed laughter.]

They will appropriate millions to go out into the wild woods
to catch Indians and educate them. [Laughter.] They will ap-
propriate millions to take care of the negroes and educate them;
but they will do nothing for the poor white men of this country.
[Laughter.] I speuak here for the poor white people of my coun-
try. I want to get something for them, along with the Indians
and the negroes, and I am going to stay here until I get it, or
know the reason why. [Applause and laughter.]

Now, my friends, these oppressive laws are still on the statute
book, and if the gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. PENDLE-
TON] loves the people as much as he tells us he does, he ought
to be willing to help to remedy them. Why, he almost cried
when he was telling us how he loved the people. Many of these
gentlemen have talked so much and so earnestly about their love
for the people that I almost thought they were in earnest.
[Laughter.] That legislation is on the statute book to-day.

Mr. PENDLETON. Put there by the Republican party.

Mr. TALBERT of South Carolina, Yes, and you helped them
to keep it there; that is just as bad. A man whoreceivesstolen
goods 18 as bad as the man who steals them. That legislationis
on the statute book to-day. The people having slept until this
machinery is perfected, have at last awakened from their dream
of freedom to find their liberties fettered and themselves in the
grasp of a system of monopolies whose satanic engines are crush-
out not only liberty, but life itself. o

No longer may they boast of living in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, where every man may worship under his
own vine and fig tree; but the fact stares us in the face that a
despotism of corporate wealth has subverted our free institu-
tions, and that we are living to-day under amoneyed aristocracy,
so to speak. 'Who does not tremble for the safety of our civil-
ization? The results of legislation are being universally realized,
and fears may be justly entertained that we have already passed
the point beyond which our steps may be retraced and our lib-
erties retrieved.

Bnt God forbid! Although our country is hanging over the
brink of an abyss that blinds and dazzles the mortal eye, I yet
believe that there is a foree at work which will neutralize and
stop these destructive influences, that finally the great God who
rules the destinies of nations will bend down over His'people in
mercy and in love, and that ‘‘Equal rights for all; special privi-
ieges for none " will be again the aotto of our country, and the
republic will be saved and liberty restored.

The demonetization of silver made all debts and taxes harder
to puy by cutting off half the means of payment. Cotton was
bringing 18 cents per pound when it wasdone. Inashorttime it
was bringing 10 cents. So with property and labor—all went
down in proportion. The remonetization will add back to the
menns of payment and lighten the weight of all debts and taxes,
Is it not right to undo a wrong? I need not go into details, as
others have discussed the silver laws ratios.
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I submit that what was done in demonetization should be un-
done. Itis a poor rule that will not work both ways. If the
lovers of the people—those men who, by the way they speak
here are ready, one would think, to take the people in their
arms—if they want to do something for the peoplelet them join
with us and help to undo this legislation, by which the country
will be placed bick to the position in which it was in the good
old days when it was prosperous. Youknow that from the time
of George Washington, the tobacco planter, up to 1860 this was
a great and prosperous country.

Since 1860 this evil has been coming upon us which is now sap-
ping the very foundations of our civil and religiousliberty. The
people are awakening, and ask that this legislation berepealed.
‘Why not commence by giving us back silver and letting the re-
peal of other acts follow. Let us bring back that wing of the
Democratie party that is to-day upon the mountain worshipping
the golden calf, not the true God. Let them come back and serve
the only living God.

Thus we stand to-day. Our grand old ship of state is out upon
a tempestuous sea amid the conflicting billows of contending
Barties; and I might say, judging from the late message of the

resident of the United States, without afaithful pilot. He has
left us out in the wide ocean to do the best we can. But, my
friends, let us recollect the words of the dying and lamented
Lawrence, ¢ Never give up theship.” Let us keep flying at hev
masthead the flag of retrenchment and financial reform, the flag
of the people—the flag of those who follow the plow, who stand
at the anvil, and in the workshop. With strong arms and stout
hearts we can and will keep the ship atloatand carry her beyond
the breakers out in the smooth and level sea.

But, instead of helping to do this, what are gentlemen trying
to do? Trying to repeal the Sherman act. The country is
already bleeding to death, and they want to inflict another
wound and take more blood. Strange doctrine !

Gentlemen say that their position does not mean opposition to
bimetallism. It does not mean anything else, and they know it.
I say, without fear of contradiction, they know it is nothing else
than momometallism. When Oliver Cromwell was besieging a
certain Catholic town citizens came out with terms of capitula~
tion. One of the terms was that they would give up the town
if he would not disturb them in their worshi?. ¢ Granted,” he
said; ‘‘I accept the terms; but the first one of you thatis caught
attending mass shall be hanged.” {Laughter.]

That is something like the position of these gentlemen.

Some of the members on this floor have gone away back to the
time of Liycurgus. Lycurgus, I believe, left his people, went off
and never came back again, He was something like Hoyle, who,
having been beaten in a game of cards, went off and was never
heard of again. Lycurgus, I believe, wrote his laws upon iron.
I do not profess to be familiar with history; and possibly some
of you gentlemen representing boards of trade or chambers of
commerce may correct me on some of these points. You are so
well equipped in your knowledge, and you know so well how to
frame resolutions in favor of the repeal of the Sherman act.

There has been a great deal of such talk, which is simply silly.
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By such lungunage we are reminded of the man who was in.
quiring of alittle urchin standing on the road, the way to a
cettain house. He said, ‘‘Go this way half a mile to another
road; then take that and go a quarter of a mile; then follow a
blind path, which will lead you to a swamp; then go out into
the middle of the swamp until you find a tremendous big tree;
go up into the fork of that tree; then if you ain’t lost I'm a
Dutchman.” [Laughter.] That is about like the talk of my
friend from Ohio. I tried to follow him, but hefirst took me into
a swamp, then into the fork of the tree, and finally we were com-
pletely lost. You can not lose the people.

Then another has gone into ecstacies about the greatness of
this country. Well, Mr. Speaker, it is a great country, and I
am proud of it. It is the greatest, richest country on the face
of Ged's greon earth. It has trebled itself in the last twenty-
five years if [ am not mistaken, and yet from talking of all its
greatness and richness they tell us that she can not compete
with poor little England, or Germany, or some other foreign
country! Why, they talk as-if she wasa babe that could not get
out of sight of her mother in finances. It is all foolish talk.

Truly, this is a great nation. With 156,000 miles of railroads,
mines and manufactures in abundance, dense cities, population
immense, the great hum of musical industry heard on all sides;
and when I stand on the portico of this Capitol and look out over
this city I am inclined to agree, Mr. Speaker, that it is a great
country. But, sir, when I go to the homes of the American
farmers, among whom I live, what do I see there? I seeand
heir nothing but the song of hard times and worse coming. Go
into the homes of the working people, the factory people, and
what do you see? Nothing but starvation, poverty, and death.
The boeginning of all thisis found in the fact that the wealth
is concentrated in the hands of a few, who use it to grind down
the laboring people of the country into the dust—to grind them
betwcen the upper and nether millstones of want and usury.

True it is, I repent, a great country, but beneath all the gran-
deur and greatness is the canker of a disturbed, distracted, and
oppressed people, growing poorer and crying for relief every

ay.

Now, sir, look at some of the further evils of the contraction
which the striking down of silver has produced in this country.
An orator has stated, and it is true,that the greatest danger to-
day to free government in America is the tendency to concen-
trate the center of political power at the IFederal capital. That
is all true. But concurrent with this political tendency to-day
is another danger equally formidable, equally dangerous, and
that is the concentration of the money of the country in the
hands of a few men.

There is no man of reasonable intelligence to-day who has
noticed the encroachment of the money power on the rights of
the individual, but who i3 forced to the conviction that the issue
is'an open one between pilutocracy and the people. Why, such
pilings up of enormous wealth as are every day seen in this
country is even more than the human mind can conceive. Alud-
din’s lamp becomes dimand Monte Cristo but a trifling, common-
place tale when compared to the magicians of finance in their
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financial transactions under this system, and not under the Sher-
man law at all.

The Sherman law is not in it. To-day the capitalist is sur-
rounded by luxuries which have not bzen secn in all the eras of
this Republic of ours before, and which far surpass the glories
of Romeor Corinth in their palmiest days, and yet even the first
fruits have scarcely put forth. As the President says, “He
gives twice who gives quickly,” and I ask you to think of thatin
this respect. These are things, Mr. Speaker, to think of, and
to think of seriously. Iet us give our attention to them.

The same writer has said that a home that costs 83,000,000 and
a breakfast that costs $5,000 are disquieting facts to thousands
of people in the Unitad States who live in a hut and dine on a
crust, when they know their poverty has not come by laziness
in the spring and overproduction in the fall, but that it has
come by unjust, iniquitous, and infernal laws that have been
pissed by the representatives of the very Government they are
tixed to keep up and which ought to support and help them
along. The fact that a man who twenty years ago from poverty
to-day has an income of 820,000,000, and his two associates nearly
as much from the arbitrary control and pricing of a single arti-
cle of necessary consumption, with no limit to the greed or dar-
ing, falls heavily and strangely on the ears of men who hear it
asthey sit empty-handed while their children ure crying around
them for bread, when they know their poverty came by wsystem of
finance fastened upon us by the laws of the land in the interest
of the money power. But that is not the height of this thing,
Just thinkol it, my friends: When the agents of adozenmen who
have captured and control a single article of necessary use meet
the reprosentatives of a million farmers from whom they have
robbed millions the year before, with no more moral right than is
behind the highwayman's pistol, and insolently give them the
measure of this year's capacity and tell these men who live by
the sweat of their brow, standing between God and Nature; that
they must submit to the infamy because they are helpless, then
the first fruits of this system ure gathered.

‘When a dozen men can get together again inthe morning, and
fix the price of a dozen articles in common use, with no standard
but their arbitrary will, and no limit but their greed or daring,
and notify the sovereign people of this free republic how much
in the mercy of their musters they shull pay for the necessaries
of life, then the point of intolerable shame -has been reached.
Worse than the brigandage of the Middle Ages is the modern
system of finances. Instoad of robber kings and brigand chi-fs,
we have the money king, gold bug, Wall street gambler, #nd so
forth. Instead of the robber bands of the Rhine we have the
trust, the syndicate, the corporation.

Shall this shame at which Europe revolted be repeuted in free
America? Is it notso, when a trust or syndicite can, by adding
25 per cent of the cost of a single article of common use, levy a
forced tribute upon the people, from the surplus of which they
can put millions upon the top of the millions in their pockets?
And is not shat the fact under this system?® Wherever we turn
we see labor idle, and see starvation staring into desolate homes,
and strikes against starvation wages.
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Now, with the permission of the House, I would like to read,
as a further effect of this system,something in addition to what
my friend from Colorado [Mr. PENCE] spoke of partially in his
speech the other day.

Let us take twenty-one States—Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois, Kan-
sas, Missouri, Kentucky, Virginia, West Virginia, Ark:nsas,
Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Mississippi, Louisi-
ana, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Maryland, and Delaware. These
twenty-one States contain 985,635 square miles. Let us take
nine Northern and Eastern States, Maine, Vermont, New York,
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Tennessee, New
Jersey, and Rhode Island. These contuin 168,665 square miles,
or nearly six to one in favor of the twenty-one States which I
have mentioned in the factor of land. In 1880 the twenty-one
States contained 28,242,922 people, and the nine States contiined
14,507,407 people, or two to one in favor of the twenty-one States
in the factor of labor.

In 1880 the twenty-one States that I have mentioned had an
assessed valuation of $6,839,554,628, and the nine States had an
assesscd valuation of $7,559,928,915. 'Thusthe twenty-one St ites
and the nine Stutes were neirly equal in the factor of capital.
That is, the twenty-one States hud six times the land to work
upon, twice the number of people to do the work, and nearly the
same capital with which to do the work. They should have
gained neurly twelve times as much, or, say, tea times as much.,
But let us see. The twenty-one States gained $1,698,195,657,
while the nine gained $3,054,762,222, or nearly double for the
nine over the twenty-one. .

In 1880 the twenty-ome States had 56 per cent of the total
population, and were able to keep ‘but 23 per cent of the
total wealth gained. The nine had 29 per cent of the total pop-
ulation, and were able to save 41 per cent of the total wealth
gained. Again, fifteen of these States guined in ten years $1,-
117,188,213. New York alone gained $1,123,385,932, or $6,000,-
000,000 more than the fifteen. You haveheard a great deal here
from New York and Pennsylvania, and you have heard a tre-
mendous amount from Massachusetts this evening. I do not
blame gentlemen for speaking up for Massachusetts, considering
the way she has fattened and feasted upon these Southern, West-
ern, and Northwestern States. Is it not unfair? Is it not rob-
bery? Has this not been done by means of this finuncial system
spoken of ?

Aguin, twelve of these States gained in twelve years $897,184,-
160, while Pennsylvania gained $909,382,016, or $12,000,000 more
than the twelve States, Just think of that. Nine of these
twenty-one States gained $59,441,974, while Massachusetts gained
$69,377,924, or $10,000,000 more that the mine States. Now, I
just give you that for what it is worth., These facts cun not be
controverted. Study the question and ask yourself why these
nine States have transferred the wealth of twenty-one States
into their own coffers. .

Again, my eloquent friend from Missouri spoke of the national
debt. Before I speak of that, though, I wish to speak of the per
capita circulation. In1866 we had $52.06 in eirculation;directly
after the war, for each person, that much per capita. Now, L
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have the list of the per cipita circulation all along down, and it
is said by some men to-day that thereis actually less than 83 per
capita in circulation. T know it is contended that there is a
larger amount than that; that there is $24; but in order to reach
that result they count money he!d in reserve and which is not
in circulation, and there is actuilly only about 85 per capita in
circulation to-day. And I tell you these avaricious men, these
gold bugs, will come in and get a part of this, or ull of it, if nec-
essary, and take it out of circulation.

It reminds me of the story of the little boy who carried his
first sack of corn to the mill to be ground. He ¢irried it to the
mill and the miller came out and took the s:ck and carried it in.
He took out the toll and putit into tho box. The little fellow did
not like that, and he watched the miller, just as the people are
watching to-day. Then the miller emptied all the corn into
the hopper and put the sack down, and when he turned away
for a moment, the litile fellow watched his chance, jerked up
the sack, and started to run away home. The miller ran him
about half way home, and the little boy reached the house all
out of breath. He fell down on the pinzza almastexhausted, and
the old gentleman said to him; ‘““Why, what is the matter?”
The boy said, “Father, that old rascal-took every grain of your
corn, and he gave me & hell of a race for the sack.” [Laughter].

So I tell you thess corpaorations, these gold bugs, have with-
drawn all the money from circulation, on the pretense that times
are hard. It is no such thing, and I deny it. They have with-
drawn the money from circulation, all except $5 per capita, and
they are giving us a hell of a race for the 35 [laughter]), and if
we do not wake up they will get that; but I intend to stay in
this House and see that they do not get it from my people, or I
will know the reason why.

Mr. SIMPSON. [f the gentleman will allow me, I desire to
interrupt him at this point, . :

Mr. TALBERT of South Carolina. Certainly, I will allow
the gentlemnn to do anything.

Mr. SIMPSON.: I desire to read a short statement from a
New York daily paper, giving a short synopsis of the report of
the Comptroller of the Currency, showing the decrzase in the
amount of currency in circulation. He says that the decrease
in the individual deposits in the banks is $193,000,000, on loans
and discounts of 8137,000,000, and in specie of $21,000,000, of un-
divided profits of banks of 813,000,000. That is from the 12th
of July to thz 4th of August, over $300,000,000.

M]r. TALBERT of South Carolina. Worse and worse. [Laugh-
ter.

Now, then, let us go along from these facts to something else.
In 1866 there were about $2,000,000,000 in circulation, with a popu-
lation of only 30,000,000 and with one-fiftieth of the business
that is being done to-day. And to-day there is less than one-
halfof that in circulation, with nearly 70,000,000 of population
and business increased to over a hundred-fold from what it was
at that time: and yet you see that as business increuses, and as
we need more money, the money is contracted, so that they cut
off circulation, and they ‘ get us,” as I believe Mr. Watson said,
‘“a-coming and a-gwine,” and get us at both ends; and how are
we going to live under such rules and regulations as that?
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Now, then, you must all excuse ms, for I never wrote a speech
in my life, and I never like to be bothered with notes. Iunder-
took to muke a speech with notes once, and I gotthem all stirred
up together and made a complete failure. That was like the
good old minister, and [ hope there are some preichers in the
galleries, who told the boys what portion of the Scripture he in-
.tended to rexd for the morning lesson. The boys, tinding the
place, glued together the two connecting pages. Thenaxtmorn-
ing the old preacher began to read at the bottom of one page:

And Noah, when he was an hundred years old, took to himself a wife, who
wag—-

Then turning over—

A hundred and thirty cubits long and 40 cubits wide, and made entirely of
gopher wood, and pitched within and without.

[Great laughter.]

Now, that much puzzled the good old preacher. I hope he
will hear it if such an one is in this House. He took off his spec-
tacles, rubbed them again, and read it and verified it. ** Well,”
he says, ‘‘ brethern, I have not seen it in this book before, but'L
know it is true, or it would not have been here.”

And he said again, ¢ That is an evidence of the assertion that
is made in another portion of this book, that man is fearfully
and wonderfully made.” {[Laughter.]

You see his faith. I have faithin what I am trying to do.and
in what I am attempting to declare; and I say there are some
men who are fearfully and wonderfully made from what we hear
them siy when they talk about monometallism, and I hope, that
they will find it out before they proceed much further.

In 1866, .if you will excuse me, the Government debt was $2,793,-
892,000, or thereabout, for fear that some of you will take me up
about having the precise figures. Up tothis time there hasbeen
paid, as the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] said, nearly
twice that amount, or nearly $5,000,000,000, of prinecipal and in-
terest, and yet there remains $1,685,281,000 unpaid. Now, what
I am trying to bring to the attention of the House is this, that
this $1,685,281,000 takes three times as much labor and products
to pay it to-day as it did in 1866,

ow, you may take me up on that if you want to. I am anew
member, I know, but I will answer any question or that, for I
used to answer the shorter catechism in the Sunday school. I
do not want to submit to a civil-service examination’ like my
friend from Nebraska {Mr. BRYAN] the other day, but I am will-
ing to be questioned on that subject. It is three times as much
because of this contraction. As they contract the currency it
causes a shrinkage in the value of the products of labor, and so
it has caused the shrinkage of three times in the value of the
wheat, the corn, and cotton, so that it will take three times as
much of those products to make this payment as it would have
taken in 1866, and this kind of system bears very heavily upon
the boys who follow the plow on a hot July day. This class I
stand here to fight for, and will so long as life lasts and am
honored by a seat on this floor.

I have followed it many a day, and I expect my friend from
Colorado, Mr. PENCE [putting his hand upon the shoulder of the
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gentleman who was sitting near him], hasfollowed the plow and
knows how it is. It takes three times the labor to pay that debt,
and this same rule will apply in the case of private debt. A man
having a mortgage on his farm may have paid it over twice,
leaving a small balance, which it willnow b2 three times as hard
to pay as if he had paid it all at first. Sothat thissystem of'con-
traction amounts to confiscating the laborof American working-
men and makes us hewersof wood and drawers of water unlessitis
checked, nothing more and nothing less.

I will give you an illustration. For instance, by contractin,
the volume of money it lowered the prices of other property an
added that.much more to the burdens of the debtor clusa. For
instance, Mr. Burt, a western man, bought a farm for $6,000,
when whe it was 32 per bushel. He paid $3,000 cash, and placed
upon it a mortgage for the rem-:ining 33,000, which he expected
to pay with wheat at 82 a bushel. A part of the $3,000 cash in-

-vested in the farm was Mr. Burt’s savings from his services in
the 'army. He was a good soldier and bore testimony of having
seen active service. He was one of the first to enlist, and stood
by the old flag until the last shot was fired, then he returned
home, determined to spend the remainder of his days in the en-
joyment of that peace so nobly won. Accordingly he purchased
his farm, little dreaming of the vicissitudes that awaited him.

Before the first pay day came the money of the country had
been contracted 25 per cent, the price of wheat had been re-
duced in the same ratio, from 82 to $1.50 per bushel. Neither
the debt norinterest had inany way contracted, and Mr.B. found
it necessary to hire 8250 to make up his payment. He had not
been disappointed in his wheat crop; it was even better than he
expected; but for some inexplicable reason the price was not
what he expected. He was told there had been an overproduc-
duction of wheat; that the supply was greater than the demand;
and yet he knew that one of his neighbors, a duy laborer, had
never been sohard pushed to keep the wolf from the door. The
laborer was sober and industrious. Mr. Burt often employed
him, but since the price of wheat had declined he must econo-
mize, and the first step in economy was to reduce the wages of
his ‘““help.”

‘When the next payment came due wheat brought but $1 per
‘bushel, and Mr. Burt was obliged to hire $500 to meet his pay-
ment. In applying to a national binker for assistance, he found
that ‘“ money was scarce, but he would try and get it for him at
1 per cent a month.” Mr. Burt concluded to look farther, and
after a longsearchfound a ‘ friend,” who decided tolet him have
the amount at 10 per c2nt in advance. This, taken from $500,
left him $450. The other $50 was made up by selling a few
sheep and the best cow. Heretofore the butter had furnished
Mrs. B. the means for keeping the children respectably clothed,
but now the cow had gone and there was no means of replenish-
ing their clothing. Susan, John; Willie, and even little Mary,
were extremely sensitive, and when their clothes began to be
shabby their fondness for the Sunday school declined.

Mr. Burt did not renew his church subscription that year, and
it was very uncomfortible for him to sit in his psw and hear the
minist2r preich about the worldly-minded m:in, who thought
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more about the price of wheat than of his soul's salvation, and
who grew so avaricious that he would not subscribe for the sup-
port of the gospel. Mr. Burt listened to what the preacher said,
but his heart grew hard, hisclothes grewshabby,and his attend-
ance ut church grew infrequent and finully ceased altogether.

A few weeks before the third and final payment came due, Mr.
Burt sold his wheat for 75 cents per busgel; a fine crop, but it
failed to meet the requirements of the contract, foreclosure fol-
lowed, and Mr. Burt and family were turned out penniless into
the street. Setting out in search of work, he unfortunately
reached Michigan just.after & traump law had taken effect. Wan-
dering from place to place, shubbily dressed and withoutany vis-
ible meuans of support, he was finally arrested for vagrancy and
sent to the penitentiary.

Disheartcned and overcome by feelings of disgrace, he soon
sickened and died. His friends, ignorant of his whereabouts,
knew nothing of hissad fate. Twenty-four hours after his death,
on a bleak December day, a rough wooden box was landed at the
basement window of & medical department cf the Athens of
Michigan, and a few days later a subject, with careworn look
and locks of prematurely gray, was laid upon & dissecting t .ble.
The students jocosely remuried: “The old fellow must have
been a soldier, judging from the number of sears upon his per-
son.” But there was one student who did not join in the merri-
ment of his companions, He earnestly scanned the features of
the dead mun, and hulf an hour after the dismissal of the class
a missive was winging its way to the State penitentiary. The
next day the expressman brought a little package to the serious
student, he opened it with, trembling hands; alus, his conjec-
tures were realities.

The package contained a few articles of clothing, and in a lit-
tle soiled package he found some mementoes from his father's
house, among them the picture of a beautiful maiden, his sister
Mary, and by her side a young man in a soldier’s uniform. The
blood curdled in his veins. He remembered when that picture
was taken; though only a child the occasion was indelibly fixed
upon his mind. It was a day that his sister was married to a
soldier—Joseph Burt—the pauperof yesterday, the victim of the
dissecting knife, spared from the shot and shell of the battle-
field to die a pauper’s death, and to suffer a fate that -none but
criminals ever know. Ah, mwcountry! where is thy gratitude?
Through the contraction of the currency Mr. Burt's debt was
double, and what is true of this unfortunate death is equally true
of the debt of the Government and of every individual.

Many instances of this sort could be given, but I have not
time, nor do'I wish to take up the valuable time of the House by
going any further in this line. Think of this.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman has
expired.

1&1‘. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the
gentleman muy be allowed to continue his remarks until he has
eoncluded.

There was no objection.

Mr. TALBERT of South Czrolina. I am much obliged to the
House, though not muc¢h ustdnished, for a man ought to be al~
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lowed to work in the night in his own time. [Laughter in the
House and in the galleries.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would remind occu-
pants of the galleries that any approval or disapproval,on their
part is expressly forbidden by the rules.

Mr. TALBERT of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker,do nottrouble
the boys; they feel good; they are the luboring boys.

Thus far we have been looking at the evil and the effects re-
sulting from the demonetization of silver and the legislution
preceding that aet; but no good can be accomplished in merely
passively looking at results. Our country has been compared
by some of the speakers to a drunken man, or rather the finan-
cial system has been s0 compared, and it has alrexzdy been de-
nied so far as being drunk was concerned, yet all have egreed
that the patient is sickand must have relief. A patient whose
vitality is daily depleted by lingering diseases, caused by mius-
matic poisons of the swamps, may find temporary relief in abun-
dant doses of quinine, but he can hope for no permanent cure
until he removes the cause,and the whole cause, either by drain-
ing his swamp.or removing the minsma, or remove himself to
God’s beautiful sunlight or blue grass of the highlands.

So, then, in our distress we have had the Bland-Allison bill of
1878, which gives temporary relief, and then the Sherman act of
1890, which also improved the condition of the country to some
extent, but only temporarily. What we want is a permanent
cure. Let us have a lasting one, and to get it is an undertaking
as formidable, as patriotic, and as heroic as its accomplishment
will be grand and glorious. A noted writer has said:

The great money powers, as they think, safely intrenched within their
citadel, look out over their countless ramparts of money bags and see their
blood-red flag defiantly waving on the parapet where it has waved for more

than a quarter of a century, and adopting as thei railying cry the Vander-
bllt motto of ““the people be damned,” they defiantly command:

Hang out our banners on the outward walls;

The cry is, still They come! Qur castle strength
‘Will laugh a siege to'scorn. Here let them lie
T1ll famine and the ague eat them up.

So thought Macbeth; but his castle fell before the resistless
march of the outraged and awakened people. So will fall sooner
or later, stormed with the ballots of Americun freemen, the
castles of the moneyed powers. The first thing for the repre-
sentatives of the people to do is to undo the legislation which has
brought about this condition of things. The people have asked
{or it, the people—not the boards of trade, not the chambers of
commerce, but the greatmasses of the people, who pay 80 percent
of every dollar that is appropriated by thisaugust body—the peo-
ple have asked to have that legislation undone, that they may be
better able to bear their enormous burdens. They have de-
manded it. Let us first have free and unlimited coinage of sil-
ver at a ratio of 16 to 1. This they want and this they will have.
Nothing less will satisfy them.

Asg has been well said by a Representative in this debate, any-
thing less than this nobsdy but a coward will accept. The
Democratic party has promised it. Pay off the bonds; stop the
interest; call in the national bank notes ¢nd replace them by
full legal-tender money issued by the Government, and increase
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this Governmentissue of gre2nbacks if necessary; and thismoney,
in connection with free and unlimited coinage of silver and gold,
will furnish sufficient money to the people of this great country
to condyct their business on a cash basis. The fate of the pend-
ing question on silver will decide this matter. It embodies all
the propositions here, as it was the last act of this conspiracy.
Silver has been mude the battle ground and the bone of conten-
tion in this great fight for the libarties of the people.

In deciding this matter, look at it as you will, mystify itas you
will, it resolves itself into this, and the great guestion ol the
day is whether the dollar or the citizen shall rule this country;
whether manhood or money shall control this Government and
make her laws. Upon which side will you stind, gentlemen of
the House? Wise men may hesitate and_patriotic men divide,
but there are no middle grounds. It is the dollar and a cen-
tralized government on one hund uagainst the citizen and the
States on the other. Where will you stand? Will you stand
with the people or will you stand with the money power? The
people have asked relief of their Representatives; they have de-
manded certain measures in their platforms of principles and we
are in the midst of a mighty revolution, hithertobloodless. God
grant that it may continue to be so and the revolution prove to
be a peaceable one; but God aione knows.

But, my friends, this is a contest batween the citizen and the
dollar. Men may talk about the greatnessand the wealth of this
country and about carrying on its business on *‘ confideace” and
‘‘sympathy,” but confidence and sympithy will not help the
working people of this country. Some gentleman has told us
here of a trans:ction between two men, each of whom had plenty
of confidence and sympathy, yet they were both in a tarriole fix
without moiey. [Laughter.]Y '

I want to say here in behalf of the people whom I represent, in
common with the' muss of the people of the United States, that
they need what they ask for; they deserve what they ask for,
and they feel that .they deserve it all over this great country;
and if their voice is not heard and heeded, sooner orlater there
will come a time when angry pesple will appeir at the gates of
justice in person and demand their righ's in 4 mood incapable
of reason, for when the flag of retribution is raisad it is then too
late to_reason. Then, gentlemen of the House, in the name of
common sense, in the name of right and justice, in the name of
right and reason, give the people.what they ask for.

Some men may point to our stinding Army, with the flutter-
ing flag and rolling drum, as the point of strength, but the citi-
zen, standing in the doorway of his home, as he spends the even-
ing of a well-spent doy amid the sounds und scenes that arve
dearest, satisfied upon his threshold with his family gathered
around his fireside—that man will save his country when the
drum-tap is futile and the barracks have been cxhausted. Let
us stund up to that great middle class which, ever since it met
the returning crusiders in England with the demand that the
hut of the humble should be mwade uas sacred us the castle of the
great—~that class who have always bzen the great bulwark of
liberty amongst all English-speaking people.

Then, against the dangers of a centralized government let ua
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interpose the approved and imperishable prineiple of local self-
government. Between the rich and poor, now drifting into
separate camps, let us build up this middle cluss; who, neither
drunk with wealth nor embittered by poverty, shall lift up the
weak and control the strong. Against the jangling of racesand
creeds of men oppose the home of the citizens and the fuith of
our forefathers that led them smiling and serene through the
valley of the shadow.

Now, my friends, in conclusion let me say, this is the voice of
the people that we hear to-day. They have sent us their peti-
tions. Since I have been here I have received hundreds of let-
ters and petitions from the people of my district and people all
over the grznd little State of South Carolina, asking that we
stand up like men for their rights. They ure to-day at their
homes wutching and praying for relief, expecting us to stand up
for them &nd grant them what they ask,

I want to say in behalf of my people—the people 1 represent,
in common with the laboring people all over this country—that
it is their fight, their cause. And this fight, my friends, is not
confined to the United States, It has crossed the water, and
that mighty man, Gladstone, the greatest maun, possibly, that
has lived since Jefferson died. is standing up, in contradiction
of his education and surroundings, and is uppealing to the Eng-
lish people to rise up and snatch the last vestige of usurped au-
thority from the crown and pluace it with the people, where it be-
longs. Let the peoplerule. Give usa government ‘‘ of the peo-
ple, for the people, by the people.” -

And let me say, and I repeuat it, unless the voice of our people
is heard by theirrepresentatives and heeded (**if this be treason
make the most of it”) there soon will come a time when an
angry people will appear at the gates of justice in person and
demand their rights in a mcod that will be incap:ble cf being
reasoned with; for when the flag of wrath and retribution is
raised it is then too late to undertake to make terms.

In conclusion, let me appeal to you brave men of the North
who wore the blue, whostood by the Stars and Stripes with u de-
votion and a courage that would have added new luster to the
splendor of Rome’s legions in her brightest days; and toyou, the
gallant men of the South who wore the gi.iy,whostood by the sink-
ing stars of & doomed cause, while you bore in your manly hearts
a more forlorn hope than that which inspired the six hundred at
Balaklava—America’s heroes—I appeal to you all, now that the
war of twenty-five years is over, which resulted in the emanei-
pation-of chattel slavery, to stand up like men in the gigantic
struggle of to-day between the classes and the masses, involving
the stupendous 1ssues of the freedom of honest labor from the
degradation and slavery of plutocratic power. Then give the
pzople the relief that they have asked, and they will rise up and
call you blessed. Fail to do this, and you will die as you ought,
ignobly, unmourned, unhonored,and unwept. [Loud, long,and
prolonged applause in the House and galleries.}
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