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Art. .—THE SANDWICH OR HAWAIIAN ISLANDS;

WITH A REVIEW OF THE PAST AND PRESENT CONDITION OF THE POLYNESIAN GROUPS GENERAL-
LY, IN CONNEXION WITH THEIR RELATIONS TO COMMERCE AND CHRISTIANITY.

T nis group has very generally, until within a recent period, retained
the appellation bestowed upon it by its re-discoverer, Captain Cook. But
of late, its true and more euphonious title, the Hawaiian islands, or “H a-
waii nei,” pronounced, according to English idiom, Harwhyee neigh, is
becoming more common, not only in standard works, but in maps and in
charts. It is certainly desirable that the aboriginal appellation of coun-
tries new to the civilized world should be retained, if for no other reason,
than that the indigenous population, after they may have disappeared be-
fore, or become absorbed in, the tide of modern civilization, should still
yield a trace of their former existence, though it be but a name. The
Hawaiian Court and Hawaiian Government are terms now well known
in diplomacy ; and during the present year a Hawaiian embassy has been
received and acknowledged by the government of the United States, and
the courts of England, France, and Belgium. It has been discovered
that, unexpected by any one, except those zealous friends who have dili-
gently watched and nurtured its growth, a nation, though occupying as it
were but a speck upon the waters, asserts its claims, upon legitimate
grounds, to the rights, titles, and immunities of the civilized world—that
it has not only the desire, but the capacity to shroud itself beneath the
folds of international law, and to rest its merits upon that palladium of
national liberty. So successfiil has the embassy fulfilled the designs of its
mission, that the United States, England, France, and Belgium, have
either acknowledged their unconditional independence, or have engaged
so to do. Diplomatic agents are to be appointed from each of those
countries, to reside at the Hawaiian court; and in every respect are the
Hawaiians, though but just emerging from the swaddling bands of child-
hood, to be respected as a free member of the community of nations.
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16 The Sandwich or Hawaiian Islands.

Much of this good fortune is owing to their rapid advance in the arts of
civilized life, their just and honorable course to all people who have vis-
ited their shores, and partly to their isolated and advantageous position in
the North Pacific, which renders them the inn-keepers of that vast ocean.
Under any one of the great naval powers, their situation would make
them the law-givers and regulators of all commerce in their vicinity; but
in neutral hands, the vessels of all nations meet in harmony upon common
ground, with common privileges, and common interests. Consequently
sound policy, as well as justice, dictated that they should remain independ-
ent, and that no one nation should there enjoy a monopoly of power or
hospitality.

That a people who so lately were classed as heathen of the worst cast;
who were charged with barbarously murdering England’s celebrated nav-
igator ; with being pirates, and even cannibals; naked, barbarous in the
extreme, and warlike, should, within so few years, cast aside their idols
and their iniquities, and envelop themselves in clothing, and worship the
one Jehovah, spurning and disgorging the vices and crimes of the past,
and grasping and pressing forward to the virtues and progress which
Christianity presented to their view, is indeed wonderful. It presents, in
a strong view, the claim of man upon man—the savage upon the civilized
—brethren all, though they differ in their gifts. Love has been found
more cogent than force; and benevolence has accomplished brighter
results in a short space of time, than centuries of warfare can exhibit.
Commerce and Christianity have united in the good work—antagonistic
in a few points, but often, despite of themselves, co-operating for mutual
good. The history of our race hereafter will treat more of principles and
their progress—ofthe advancement or retrogation of mankind as one fam-
ily, or members of a social community united by common interests, than
of the squabbles of ambitious men, or disputes of boundary lines. What-
ever adds to the well-being of the world at large, the expansion of com-
merce, and the regulation of trade, annually becomes of deeper interest.
A railroad or canal, an opening of a new channel to mercantile prosper-
ity or Christian benevolence, now awaken a deeper and more genuine
sympathy than ever did the lordly baron, in his call for chivalrous or quix-
otic exploit. A steamboat or locomotive are the knight-errants of the
present day. Whatever will serve to aid this progress of good, deserves
perpetuation. Experience useful for the future, is to be gleaned from the
past. The civil and moral revolution which has been silently but rapidly
going on throughout Polynesia, is deserving not only of regard, but of
study. In the present article, I shall endeavor to illustrate the general
result of the action of civilization upon barbarism in that quarter of the
globe, and also trace the various effects to their respective causes. In a
succeeding one, it is my design to show the present commercial condition
of the Hawaiian islands, their statistics, resources, prospects, &c. But
no one can properly appreciate the change which twenty years has pro-
duced, without rightly comprehending the original condition of the South
Sea groups generally, and the varied causes which have been in opera-
tion since, to effect this change.

Every writer, of late years, who has treated on this subject, has thought
it necessary to dwell upon the enmity either existing or supposed to exist
between missionaries and those more particularly engaged in commerce.
If his tastes and connexions led him to favor the missionaries, his pages
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The Sandwich or Hawaiian Islands. 17

were filled with eulogiums on their zeal, disinterestedness, wisdom, and
purity, and with diatribes against the vice, selfishness, and violence of their
opponents.  If, on the contrary, he formed his ideas from intercourse with
the residents abroad, he lauded in equally strong terms their liberality,
enterprise, and intelligence, while he accused the missionaries of bigotry,
worldliness, ambition, and many other bad qualities. Now in these, as
in all partisan accounts, there is a mixture of truth and error; and the
latter is particularly conspicuous in the high coloring which is given to
the animosity which prevails between the two classes.

To present this subject in a proper view, | must draw the attention of
my readers to the actual condition of the savages of Polynesia, before
their character became modified by intercourse with foreigners. Then,
by showing what causes have operated to effect the many changes which
have since occurred, resulting in their present state of semi-civilization,
we shall be able to judge how much of this can be attributed to com-
merce. It will also be necessary to advert to the missionary operations,
and their results.

All the early navigators found the natives disposed to treachery and
plunder; characteristics which have been repeatedly experienced, even
to this day, by those whose duties or interests have led them to visit groups
either wholly or partially unknown. When exceptions occur, they appear
to be rather the results of fear and cupidity, than ofa friendly spirit. A
supreme selfishness dominated in the breasts of these savages, affording a
painful contrast to the hospitality which the American Indian exercises
towards those whose necessities are greater than his own. Tasman and
Marion were attacked at New Zealand, Wallis at Tahiti, La Perouse at
the Navigators, and Lieut. Hergest, of the Dedalus, with Mr. Gooch, the
astronomer, were massacred at Oahu. Captain Broughton, of the Prov-
idence, lost several marines at Niihau in 1795—murdered from cupidity.
As late as 1840, two of the officers of the United States Exploring Expedi-
tion were treacherously cut offat the Fijiis, evidently done with no other
motive than to possess themselves of their arms and clothing. There is
scarcely a group of islands which has not been the scene of some deplo-
rable cruelty, at the commencement of intercourse with the whites. The
first impulse of the natives, at the sight of a ship, appears to have been
to surprise and capture it; and it has been only by repeated defeats, or
prompt and efficient punishment, that they have been taught their own
weakness. In a few instances, they regarded their first white visiters as
gods, and as such revered them. While this opinion obtained, they were
civil, obsequious, and hospitable. But this deportment was the result of
their fear of disastrous consequences to themselves, should they offend the
deified strangers, and continued no longer than their belief. They were
kind or cruel, as their immediate selfish interests might direct. Even at
property as lawful prizes—the, one to grace his cannibal feast, and the
other to gratify his vanity. No other right than that of the strongest or
most artful is acknowledged. This spiritis not shown alone in their rela-
tions to foreigners. Selfish and cruel as these savages are towards stran-
gers, they are none the less so to their own race. Navigators differ
somewhat in their respective accounts of the various tribes they have
visited, but not more so than would naturally arise from the different cir-
cumstances under which their acquaintance was made. No one can

2*
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18 The Sandwich or Hawaiian Islands.

peruse their pages without being convinced that the savages of Polynesia
were, at the date of their discovery, a desperately wicked and sensual
race. Incest and sensuality were universal, and produced no shame.
Lying was not considered a fault. Child-murder was common, and not
regarded as a crime. Human sacrifices were required by law. Canni-
balism extensively prevailed. None were superior to theft. Cruelty was
the boast of the warrior, and not even the ties of kindred were proof
against treachery. Intoxicating, or rather stupifying drinks, were in daily
use. Always at war, their vilest passions were ever dominant. Their
chiefs practised the most grinding tyranny, and the common people had
all the meanness and cunning of slaves. Their most attractive quality—
it cannot be called a virtue—was a kind of easy and listless good nature,
never to be depended upon, when any of their passions were called into
play. If, indeed, a better disposition was sometimes displayed, and their
dark characters occasionally enlivened by touches of humanity, they were
sufficient only to redeem their claim to that title. And when we meet
with individuals enabled by the force of their natural talents to rise supe-
rior to the common vices of their race, it marks but more strongly the
degradation of the remainder.

If such, then, in plain reality, is their character, it must be worse than
heathen corruption that could add anything to their vileness. Still, much
has been said of the sad results which followed from the introduction of
the vices and mal-practices of civilized nations among the simple inhab-
itants of these secluded isles—these guileless children of nature—but
until some proof is adduced more cogent than the sighs of poetic senti-
mentality, the correctness of such an opinion must be doubted. In fact,
so far from any deterioration having resulted from foreign intercourse,
there is strong ground for believing that its influence has been decidedly
beneficial.

The navigators who first became acquainted with the islanders, were
generally men of character, seeking fortune and reputations by their ad-
venturous voyages. Many were commanders of national expeditions.
Policy, interest, and humanity, alike prompted them to secure the good-
will of the natives ; and an exception to such a course is rarely to be
met with. The names of Wallis, VVancouver, La Perouse, and Wilson,
need not be mentioned to confirm this assertion. At times, indeed, un-
provoked and treacherous attacks compelled them to severe but necessary
measures of retaliation ; but they were conducted in such a manner as to
subserve at once the design of justice, and to forcibly impress upon the
natives the power of their visiters, and their promptness to punish any
aggressions. The difference in warfare, the distinction made between
the guilty and innocent, the forbearance shown to the helpless non-com-
batants, and the care taken of the wounded, could not but produce favor-
able results in their minds. Useful advice for their future conduct was
also freely given, presents judiciously bestowed, and the natural resources
of their countries enhanced by the introduction of valuable plants and
animals. A desire for foreign productions was awakened, which could
be gratified only through those whose intellectual superiority they were
thus unconsciously acknowledging. In this manner, they acquired the
principles of a new policy, and learned that their true interest lay in main-
taining a fair commerce with the strangers. The vessels flocked to their
shores, and articles of foreign manufacture were exchanged for the pro-
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The Sandwich or Hawaiian Islands. 19

ducts of their soil. Newly awakened wants were gratified, and instead
of meeting the white man as a foe, they greeted him as a friend. Such
was their first step towards civilization.

After a short time, some few adventurers, attracted by the love of li-
cense, and the natural pleasantness of the climate, left their ships, and
took up their residence on shore, where they exercised an important influ-
ence over the natives. They were, indeed, generally of the lowest class
—in the words of Byron,

“ Men without country, who, too long estranged,
Had found no native home, or found it changed ;
, And, half uncivilized, preferred the cave
Of some soft savage, to the uncertain wave.”

Almost any person born and educated in a civilized country, however low
he may be sunk in vice and ignorance, would be superior to these sav-
ages, both in moral sentiments and cultivation. Probably few, if any
white men, ever banded among them, who did not feel and express a hor
ror of the customs of human sacrifice, child-murder, cannibalism, and
other atrocities practised by the natives. The most frequent charge
brought against them, is their unbounded licentiousness. But it should be
remembered that the natives were, in this respect, already sunk to the
lowest depths of degradation ; and though these men might conform to the
customs of the country, they could add nothing to the prevalent vice.
Indeed, we may suppose its grossest forms would soon disgust them; and
we rarely find one so utterly lost to the associations of early life, as not,
by his conduct, to at least set a better example in this respect.

The lowest class exercised at first the most influence over the natives,
because in habits and propensities they were so nearly on a level with
them. Consequently, the latter would be more forcibly impressed by
their remonstrances. The whites, moreover, generally attached them-
selves to some powerful chief, of an energetic character, who, by their
assistance, made himself master of the group ; and thus, of course, put
a natural end to savage warfare, with all its horrid results. From the
mechanics, the natives would gradually become acquainted with the sim-
plest of the arts, which the chiefs, for their own profit, would require them
to learn and practice. A gradual but perceptible improvement in their
dwellings, culture of lands, and clothing, took place. This constituted
the second step in their progress towards civilization.

When it was once known that life and property were safe in any island,
and that it afforded an opportunity of acquiring wealth, adventurers of a
higher rank, men of education and character, made their appearance.
The natives began to acquire a notion of the manners, stylo of living, and
employments of enlightened nations. The chiefs were always the first
to feel the influence of this example, and to adopt new customs ; and from
them the taste spread among the common people. The latter, moreover,
perceiving that their chiefs were treated by the foreigners with a kind of
careless superiority, gradually lost much of that slavish awe of them which
was one of the principal obstacles to their improvement. A general de
sire became developed for a better form of government, and for an educa
tion which might raise them to an equality with their visiters.

At New Zealand, the worst features of barbarism, as well as the great,
est advance in civilization of any of the Southern islands, exists. Many
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20 The Sandwich or Hawaiian Islands.

tribes retain their primitive habits, but they are such only as are farthest
removed from foreign influence ; while those in the vicinity of the settle-
ments have not only discontinued their savage rites, but have adopted the
customs of the whites. Their wars are far less frequent and bloody, can-
nibalism has generally ceased, and their enterprise is now directed towards
the acquisition of property. The settlers employ them to cultivate their
lands, and as body servants ; while many drive a lucrative trade, by sup-
plying the markets and shipping from the produce of their farms. Some
become sailors ; others are employed as artisans. The money which they
derive from these services is spent for articles of foreign manufacture.
The external forms of Christianity are recognized, and they are about
being united under one general government. Yet New Zealand affords
one of the worst pictures of the influence of foreigners; for those who
first settled there, were generally of the most abandoned character—con-
victs escaped from New South Wales, runaways from vessels, and others of
equally unequivocal caste. These men brought all their vices with them, and
spent their time and earnings in scenes of the grossest debauchery. Some
may have compared, in vileness and crime, with the debased savages around
them. Nevertheless, that their general influence tended to produce a fa-
vorable change in their barbarous associates, is evident from the fact that
men of better character were soon attracted thither; and, bringing their
families, became denizens of the country where, but a short period before,
it would have been unsafe to land. Many benevolent persons declaim
with much earnestness against the settlement of whites on lands held by
savages, and draw a lamentable picture of the condition of the native
tribes in case of such an event. They conjure up scenes of past felicity
and innocence, when the children of the soil, untrammelled by the arti-
ficial restraints of civilization, roamed in unrestrained freedom over the
land, and all was mirth and gladness. Their readers have presented to
them a scene of Arcadian bliss. This they contrast with the toil and
drudgery of laboring for the whites, of their utter denationilization, loss
of language, and rapid passing away from the soil where repose the bones
of their ancestors. All this powerfully appeals to the sympathies; and
without further reflection, we should come to the conclusion that the con-
tact of the two races brought nothing but misery, disease, and death, to
the weaker. How far this is the case, it may be well to examine before
leaving the subject; but for the present I shall confine myselfto the ques-
tion of colonization.

That the whites found the savages a cruel and sensual race, has already
been shown. The great mass of the people being mere slaves, and al-
ways at war to gratify the base passions of their chiefs, could have but
little attachment to the soil, and nothing of the spirit of patriotism. Fear
was with them the most cogent motive, and almost the only principle
which entered into their government or religion. Any change would be
an improvement; and we find that after an amicable intercourse has been
once opened by the whites, they are eager to enter their service. The
chiefs would at first freely alienate their lands to acquire foreign luxuries,
or the means of adding to their power, through the superior knowledge
of their visiters. Thus the first exchanges of lands, goods, and services,
were simply acts oftrade, by which both parties were benefited. As the
whites increased, the chiefs would naturally become more jealous ; as the
body of the people would reap many benefits from their intercourse, and
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The Sandwich or Hawaiian Islands. 21

lose much of the debasing subserviency so natural to despotism. But it
is needless to trace the progress of all the changes which result from this
system. The effect is simply this : the natives are benefited just in that
proportion as the settlers are superior to them in virtue and intelligence.
A few of the rulers might regret the days of violence and tyranny, when
their breath was law; but this could arise only from a reprehensible
selfishness. At those islands in the Pacific at the present day, where
whites are numerous, or the intercourse with them has been frequent, we
find good order established; laws and government suitable to the condi-
tion of the people, by which the rights of trade and property are respected;
commerce and agriculture flourishing ; the Christian religion recognized;
in short, the elements of incipient prosperity.

Who would change this spectacle for that which formerly everywhere
prevailed, even though every island in the Pacific might be densely pop-
ulated by the aborigines1 Had purer causes been brought to operate
upon them, more good would have been accomplished. Much of this
revolution has been brought about through force and bloodshed. Ambi-
tion, licentiousness, and avarice, have swayed the minds of many. Still,
such are the effects; and men and manners must be viewed as they actu-
ally exist. There is something melancholy in witnessing the gradual
disappearance of a race of men from the earth, and in beholding their
hearths and altars occupied by another. Yet it seems a fiat of the Cre-
ator, that by death all shall live. By storms and lightning, by the earth-
quake’s shock, the avalanche, and all the terrible machinery of the
Almighty’s arm, equally as with the constant recurrence of seasons, the
quiet growth of vegetation, and renewal of life, the physical world is
kept in order for man’s abode. Pestilence, war, and famine, are no less
powerful agents under His guidance, for the moral world. Who shall
question the designs of Providence, or attempt to improve them ? If we
but view the human race simply, as Christianity teaches us, as one fam-
ily, and not permit our sympathies to be confined by boundary lines, treat-
ies, and all the artificial distinctions which separate men on earth, we
shall see at a glance that this gradual extinction and blending of races
follows laws as immutable and as necessary as those which regulate the
physical world. Death itself is but a result of this arrangement. In no
way is this truth brought more forcibly to our perception, than in the des-
tinies of nations. Separate the distinction of color and language from
our minds, and we view them all as one people, and their gradual inter-
mingling and passing away as a succession of generations. And this is
their true state. On a certain island, one portion of the human family is
found sunk into the lowest depths of degradation ; on another, the highest
in intellect and advancement. They come in contact. Those of the
former capable of receiving the cultivation of the latter, become assim-
ilated to and amalgamated with them—consequently, the power, wealth,
and government, passes into their hands. Those of the latter who are
too vile and indolent to improve, gradually decay, and are swallowed up
in the mass ofthe former. As soon as the change is completed, we have
a better and more numerous race of men, civilized and enlightened, to
inhabit an island where all was heathenism before. Should another race,
superior to this, follow, the same results would ensue. All this is in strict
accordance with the plan of universal benevolence by which this world
is governed; and the operations of such causes are as inevitable as they
are permanent.
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22 The Sandwich or Hawaiian Islands.

The vices and enormities too commonly practised by a lawless portion
of the foreign population in the Pacific, are frequently so prominent as to
entirely fill up the foreground of the picture, and justly to draw forth the
most severe condemnation.  Still, those who indulge in such censures are
apt to lose sight of the original character of the heathen, and to occupy
themselves too much with the present contrast between such countries
and the most civilized—a comparison as unjust as it is erroneous. They

liould remember that these men, so far from being capable of adding to
the natural depravity of the natives, actually suffer by contact with them.
The restraints of law, domestic affections, and religion, which operate to
a greater or less extent in a civilized community, to restrain their pas-
sions, do not exist here; while every allurement to sin is temptingly
spread before them. Yet, instances of whites becoming complete savages,
in minds and habits, are rare indeed ; and the odium in which such indi-
viduals are held, shows how deep is the abhorrence of such degradation.
Outlawed alike by all nations, they most commonly meet with a violent
death from the hands of their savage associates.

The greatest benefit which has occurred to savages through foreign in-
fluences, has been the introduction of Christianity. In many instances,
its success can be traced to the previous impressions made by visiters,
whom interest or adventure led to their islands. Even those who were
personally unfriendly to its progress, have indirectly afforded it aid, by
keeping up in the natives the desire for improvement. The most hostile,
in precept and example, likewise contributed, though unintentionally, to
its advancement; for the obvious distinction between their conduct, and
the deportment of those who are swayed by humane and generous feel-
ings, would inevitably prepossess them in favor of upright and honest
dealings. The punishments which follow crimes among the whites, so
frequently witnessed by them, would confirm this impression, and conse-
quently their minds become more susceptible to moral distinctions. Such
has often been the experience of missionaries. Those who came out be-
fore the islands were frequented by ships, were uniformly unsuccessful.
At the Marquesas, their lives were endangered, and they were obliged to
flee: at the Friendly islands, four of them were murdered; and at the
Society group they protracted their labors unsuccessfully for sixteen years,
until other influences, such as we have been treating of, were brought to
the aid of their cause. If Pomare had not, chiefly by the assistance of
foreigners, been enabled to make himself sovereign of Tahiti, who can
say how long the favorable result might have been delayed ?

Neither is it a matter of astonishment that the first reception of mis-
sionaries was hostile and unfriendly. How could savages, possessing
characters so sensual and selfish as we have seen they displayed alike to
strangers and the nearest of kin, conceive of a benevolence which would
lead men to exile themselves for the benefit of others. The property they
brought with them would also be a strong temptation to plunder; and,
indeed, we find that they invariably suffered in this respect. Yet the
savages treated them no worse than they would have treated their own
flesh and blood, had the temptation been the same. And there is no fact
more indisputable than that commerce first taught them to fear and re-
spect the white man, and also made them dependent upon him for the very
necessaries of life ; and by this means they first learned to appreciate the
character of a missionary. First, unchecked avarice governed them—
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this punished, then fear, and finally interest, taught them to treat the pale-
faced strangers as their friends. Of late, little of this difficulty has been
experienced. The islanders are almost always eager to receive and cher-
ish their teachers—a change which is in a great measure to be attributed
to the new perceptions they have acquired from foreigners.

Next to New Zealand, Tabhiti, of all the Southern islands, is most fre-
quented by foreigners. Missionaries have resided there upwards of forty
years, and have finally succeeded in introducing all the outward forms of
Christianity—of indeed converting the natives from heathenism; and al-
though their efforts have not been attended with so foil and brilliant suc-
cess as at some other points, yet this is to be attributed to the unfavorable
circumstances that always attend a first experiment. The Tahitians were
a nation luxurious and licentious above all others in the Pacific; and these
qualities will never be entirely eradicated. They form as much a part of
the nation as their color and language ; and we have it from the mission-
aries themselves, that these vices have rather changed their forms than
diminished their degrees. True it is that it is disguised ; and so much
improvement has taken place, that a semblance of outward decency is
preserved. In other respects, the Tahitians are infinitely changed for the
better. The Sabbath is observed, schools attended, the grinding tyranny
of the chiefs abolished, laws respected, and tolerably regular government
established. All that missionaries can well do without the assistance of
foreigners, has been done, and quite as successfully as could have been
anticipated. They have even attempted to introduce some of the arts of
civilized life ; and their zeal for encouraging agriculture, and the attempt
to form an export for the islands, deserves much praise. Partial success
has rewarded their labors in these particulars, but full as much as would
naturally arise, from circumstances which necessarily render these con-
siderations of a secondary nature. With a missionary, moral efforts are
the great primary object; and his attention can only be devoted to the
improvement of the physical condition of the people, as auxiliary to the
former—consequently, it can be but partially successful. But with the
merchant, the case is reversed. All his time, energies, and capital, are
devoted towards the accumulation of property, and the labors of others is
necessary to effect this. He cannot succeed in'any honorable traffic,
without benefiting others ; and thus, through a law of benevolence, the
good of one is made conducive to the welfare of all. Tahiti has been
heretofore mostly under missionary influence ; and by Christianizing the
inhabitants, it is slowly becoming a desirable residence for the capitalist
and merchant. They now begin to flock thither, and their enterprise will
find employment for the natives. By the combination of these influences,
each neutralizing in a great measure the defects of the other, a much
better state of affairs will result, than if either altogether predominated.

A charge frequently brought against foreigners, has been their supply-
ing natives with fire-arms, and otherwise encouraging them in their wars.
This is true, but its results have generally been beneficial. We find that
wars have ceased as soon as one leading chief secured the ascendancy;
and his power has been frequently established through the assistance of
whites. They would naturally prefer the service of the most energetic
and capable man, as he would best appreciate their assistance; and we
rarely hear of their joining indiscriminately both parties, and aiding and
protracting a long and bloody warfare. At the Sandwich islands, the
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Society, and indeed others, the way was opened for Christianity through
these very means. When missionaries have succeeded in establishing
themselves before this has occurred, wars have resulted between the ad-
vocates of the new religion and the adherents ofthe old. The Christian
party has finally triumphed, but by the aid of fire-arms, and the superior
knowledge derived from more immediate contact with the whites.

Missionaries have been established for several years at the Samoa and
Friendly group, and the natives have made rapid advances in Christian-
ity. These islands having no foreign population, and being but an occa-
sional resort for shipping, show conclusively how much can be accom-
plished by missionaries, undisturbed or unaided by other influences. Their
remarkable success in turning the people from their idols, and the great
moral reform which has followed their labors, are unanswerable argu-
ments in favor of missions ; for no like changes have occurred where they
have not been established. Still they raise a people but to a certain point,
when they either remain stationary, or retrograde ; unless, indeed, by im-
itating the Jesuits in Paraguay, and becoming their rulers, remodel their
polity, introducing the customs, laws, and manufactures of Europe, and
thus force them, as it were, to be civilized. This may appear to be an
uncharitable conclusion, but it is far otherwise ; and in making it, no cen-
sure is intended. However faithfully they may devote themselves to their
work as missionaries, this will be the inevitable result. The reason is
obvious. By their own inclinations, and characters as preachers of the
gospel, they must necessarily confine themselves to moral and doctrinal
teachings. Their hearers are engaged in every work of vice and crime,
and even all their games and amusements partake of sensuality. In pro-
portion as they become influenced by the new religion, they discontinue
their old customs, and the whole government must be revolutionized.
Despotism must be abolished, as inconsistent with their new belief; wars
cease ; and those sports whose only merit consisted in their manly activ-
ity, while they depraved and corrupted the mind, are necessarily forsaken.
Industry is inculcated, both by precept and example, by their teachers ;
and every advice and direction for culture of the earth, instruction in sim-
ple trades, and engaging in new avocations, given. But until some more
powerful motive than the mere desire to be industrious is presented, or
there is a demand for labor, men will not become so. Hope of reward
is necessary to stimulate them. At Samoa, the manners of the natives
are rapidly becoming revolutionized. But the novelty of this change will
soon wear away; and unless something occurs to employ their time prof-
itably to themselves, a moral reaction will necessarily take place. Their
natures remain much the same. At present, the desire for learning, at-
tending meetings, and other sources of missionary instruction, which are
necessarily multiplied in order to keep the minds of the natives alive to
these subjects, will occupy them. But the experience of missions show
that this soon palls ; and unless something else is brought forward, they
will do those things in secret which their new laws may forbid, but which
have been sanctioned by usage with them from time immemorial. The
guilt, in their view, will lay more in detection, than in any criminal act
itself. The brightest conversions among the natives are those the most
engaged in regular occupations.

A nation may change its religion; and by so doing, those sources of
activity by which its energies (however wrongfully directed) were tried,
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and hopes stimulated, are dried up, because in direct opposition to the
spirit of the new. Something must now intervene, (for in these islands
the mere labor for subsistence occupies but a small portion of time,) or
else the nation will perish, or return to their former practices. Agricul-
ture, trade, and commerce, are now the resort; and as missionaries can-
not engage profitably in them, and retain their original character, men
whose business these are, should be encouraged to settle. In this way,
the dormant industry of the country will be awakened, its natural resources
developed, and the natives provided with the means of becoming civilized,
without which it is vain to think of keeping them Christianized.

The Roman Catholic missionaries at the Gambier islands have been
eminently successful in converting the people to their faith; but in this
they have been aided by many incidental circumstances. The islands are
small, and contain but 2,200 inhabitants. They are far separated from
other islands, little or no shipping touching there, and the people conse-
quently were without any previous bias ; and, undisturbed by conflicting
doctrines, have no temptation to forsake their present faith. The pop-
ulation is now on the increase—the men are employed in shelling, while
all the women learn to spin. The poverty of the island compels the na-
tives to labor for their subsistence, and the various arts which are taught
keep them industrious.

Before closing this article, it will be worth our attention'to take a view
of those islands which are wholly without missionary influence, but par-
tially under that of foreigners. Their condition will go far to refute or
confirm the assertions which | have before made. A few teachers of the
Methodist persuasion have settled at the Fijii group. As their labors,
though indefatigable in their cause, cannot be said to have produced a
sincere convert, and the islands are so populous and extensive, | shall
class them among those to which we now refer. Their white population
was originally the same as that which first frequented New Zealand; but
the barbarous habits of the savages seem to have had a favorable effect
upon them, by strengthening the sense of their own moral superiority,
which has secured to them a deserved respect among their heathen asso-
ciates. This influence has been sufficiently powerful, in places where
they have settled in any numbers, to put an end to cannibalism, and to
associate with it a feeling of horror and disgust—certainly a great step
towards changing the manners of so ferocious a race. In other respects,
their example has been decidedly beneficial; particularly in regulating the
intercourse with vessels that touch for trade and refreshments, and secu-
ring them from any treacherous attacks. Of late, they are even desirous
to secure a missionary to reside with them, for the purpose of instructing
their children ; and the most favorable points for the introduction of
Christianity are said to be where they reside.

Next in importance to these islands is the King’s Mill group, and others
in the immediate vicinity. A few stragglers from civilization are said to
reside on them, but so little is known of their history, that | cannot speak
of their condition with any certainty. Of some, rumor says they are in
character pirates, being runaways from vessels in which they experienced
ill treatment, and are now determined to revenge themselves on any
whites whom misfortune or want of prudence may put into their power.
Even if this is the case, the savages will soon perceive that such visiters

are an injury alike to them and their own race ; and the penalty which
VOL. ix.—no. i. 3
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such crimes so richly deserve must sooner or later overtake them. The
savages will not fail to contrast their conduct with those who treat them
justly, and the reaction of sentiment will be much in favor of the latter.
A few years since, the captain and crew of a shipwrecked whaler were
massacred at the group. Some time afterward, the captain of another
vessel, hearing of this circumstance, sailed for the place, and opened a
destructive fire upon their villages, which, of course, from its mere wan-
tonness and injustice, only exasperated the savages, and rendered it still
more dangerous for other vessels to approach their islands. In cutting oft
the crew of the whaler, they had acted according to the dictates of their
own natural feelings and customs, and were unconscious of having com-
mitted any criminal offence. They should have been punished severely ;
but to have produced a good effect, it should have been with judgment,
and not in a spirit of revenge. The distinction between the innocent and
guilty should have been made as far as practicable, and the power and
justice of the whites at the same time firmly impressed upon their minds.
But, in this instance, they could perceive that {he whites acted precisely
as they would have done themselves in a similar case ; and thus an op-
portunity of forcibly impressing upon them the moral as well as physical
superiority of their civilized foes, which would have tended strongly to
have prevented a recurrence of the like treachery, was lost. That kind
treatment will conciliate even the lowest of savages, is evident from the
following fact, which was related to me by the master of a vessel, who
has had much experience with the South Sea tribes. Not long after the
catastrophe above mentioned, he sailed for the same group. Upon making
them, his vessel was surrounded with canoes filled with warriors, who
immediately commenced an attack. A few balls were then fired through
several of their canoes, which sunk them, and the crews of the remainder
made for the shore in great trepidation. The succeeding day, they came
alongside in a peaceful manner, and gave up all their weapons, which
were at once destroyed. They were then admitted on board the ship,
and presents distributed among them, and every method attempted to con-
ciliate, and at the same time to impress upon their minds the power of
the strangers. This treatment had the desired effect; and every time
that vessel appears, the natives flock to her with gifts of fruits and vegeta-
bles, and with every demonstration of joy. And this is simply the effect
of making them dread the power, and at the same time see it is for their
interests to receive their visiters kindly.

It is a lamentable fact that unprovoked aggressions have been made
upon natives of the South Seas, but they are now of rare occurrence.
Some, it seems, have fired upon them, out of mere abuse of superior power
—to amuse themselves at the surprise and terror of the ignorant islanders.
Others, in revenge for some real or fancied injury, have lowered themselves
to the level of the most cruel of the savages themselves. These cases are
to be deplored ; and while they lessen the amount of benefit received, they
do not disprove the general fact of the utility of a commercial intercourse
with the aborigines. Indeed, they are to be viewed only as exceptions to
a general rule.  On many islands, it is well known white men are held
prisoners, and the strictest caution used to prevent their escape, so impor-
tant are their services to the inhabitants. Even those unfortunate indi-
viduals who resided on Lord North’s island, although suffering every pri-
vation themselves, yet, when they were released, cheerfully acknowledged
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their indebtedness to the miserable beings they had been among, as hav-
ing treated them well, according to their ideas, and preserved their lives.
They rewarded them to the best of their ability, and no doubt left a most
favorable impression among them of the honor and justice of the pale-
taced race ; and any person whom misfortune may hereafter drive upon
those shores, will have reason to be thankful for the lesson. The inhab-
itants of Rotuma and Ascension have become, through the civilizing influ-
ences of commerce, tractable and hospitable. The former are frequently
employed as sailors by whaling and other vessels, and bear a high char-
acter for industry and honesty. At the latter, property is safe, and trade
with foreigners eagerly desired. They both offer great encouragements
as missionary stations, and will probably before long be occupied. The
inhabitants of Pitcairn’s island are a remarkable instance of purity and
simplicity of manner, the result of the instructions of an ignorant but
simple-minded foreigner.

In the preceding remarks | have endeavored to show that commerce,
even in intercourse with the most savage of the human race, has pro-
duced decidedly beneficial effects. If, however, the following description,
from the pages of a popular author of the last century, is correct, | am
altogether in the wrong ; and happy would it have been for the “spotless
minds” of these children of an earthly paradise, had the white man never
visited their favored land. The missionary could bring no glad tidings to
a sinless race, nor commerce benefit them—their happiness was complete.

“Is it not enough that European avarice and ambition disturb the repose
of distant nations 2—why should their vices and diseases taint the spotless
mind or the uncontaminated frame ? O ! why were you ever drawn from
your primeval obscurity, ye once happy natives of Otaheite ? We have
only taught you to feel wants which cannot be gratified, we have planted
ills which never can be cured. Such are the blessings that the civilized
confer on savages.”

Similar opinions were entertained by many of the great and good of
the past age, and are not altogether eradicated from the present. But the
belief which most generally prevails at the present day among a numerous
class, and one which some authors seem particularly desirous of extend-
ing, is, that the influence of commerce is necessarily prejudicial to the
aborigines of a country, and an antagonist to the precepts of the gospel.
This is a sophism, dangerous alike to both causes, and calculated to
strengthen the enmity of feeling which unfortunately exists between the
partial advocates of either view. No one will attempt to argue that it
would have been better for humanity or civilization that the islands of the
South Seas had never been visited, though some may contend that the
latter has spread itself at the extent of the former. Unfortunately, the
criminal conduct of many voyagers and traders, in their intercourse with
the natives, gives room for the assertion. Who has not read of frequent
acts of barbarity, committed through mere wantonness of power, by men
whose boasts were of such deeds, and who themselves were savages in all
but a white skin ; of duplicity in trading, diseases introduced, and of the
many wrongs and outrages which cause us to blush for our race ? The
guileless trader and innocent voyager have, in many instances, suffered
by the retribution which should have been doubly visited upon the guilty.
Such men are a pest to mankind ; their deeds are the plague-spots of
history; savage or civilized man are alike injured.
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If we but look (as too many do) only upon the dark side of history, our
hearts sicken at the view—the bad always appears the most prominent.
Death, disease, crime, and suffering, are always in bold relief, and strike
us forcibly; while the many acts of benevolence which alleviate, of gen-
erosity which cheers, and counsels that soothes or builds anew the shat-
tered frame of man or state, the example that operates almost impercep-
tibly—all these, emanating from the better feelings of man, spread over
the world like oil upon water, so noiselessly, that we rarely detect them
but in their effects.

The South Sea islanders, upon their discovery, were made the special
objects of the benevolence ofthe great of Europe. They had been rep-
resented in the most glowing colors, and were looked upon almost as chil-
dren of a new and fairer creation. Unlike the Indians of America, their
lands were respected—no mines of gold brought a cruel and avaricious
conqueror to their shores to exterminate, or the priest, with cross or fag-
got, to proselyte. Gifts were showered down upon them ; all strove to
impart to them the knowledge and resources of civilization. Some of
this-was done with more zeal than discretion. The Duchess of Choiseul,
in 1769, “ ordered a considerable sum to be expended in seeds, implements
of husbandry, and other articles, for the improvement of the island of
Tabhiti.”

The noble and disinterested conduct of Vancouver, in endeavoring to
pacify the hostile parties of the Sandwich islands, is familiar to all read-
ers—also the expense incurred in introducing cattle, various fruits and
vegetables, and, in short, everything which could be useful to the natives,
or enable them to support a traffic with foreigners. Instances of this na-
ture might be indefinitely multiplied. England was the most famous in
this active benevolence, and by it she is justly entitled to the good will of
the islanders. When we look at them in their original state, we see tribes
of naked or but half-clad natives, filthy in their habits, and with little
call for industry to support them; their lives being mostly spent in sen-
suality, the rites of a bloody and debasing theology, or in a cruel and
never-ending warfare. Their fruits, vegetables, and animals, were few
in variety—of the natural resources of their soil, they knew nothing.
Months were spent in manufacturing articles of domestic use, which half
a day’s labor for the whites would have purchased. Riches lay every-
where around them, and yet they knew it not. They were children in
knowledge, but adepts in all that was brutal and sensual. The white
man came—their eyes were opened, and they saw their own nakedness.
To him they were indebted for the cow, the horse, the goat, and mule ;
in short, for all those appendages to civilization, without which, the most
fertile country is but a wilderness. Articles of but little value to them
were exchanged for those which, to savages, are always inestimable.

Commerce gave a value to the sandal-wood, biche le mar, tortoise-
shell, and other articles, which, without it, are as useless as the sands on
the sea-shore. Commerce made it for their interest to cease warring—
if the stranger could not be protected, their wants could not be supplied ;
nor without labor and industry could they collect the articles necessary
for exchange. Commerce clothes them, and gives them the means of
subsistence. It has taught them the value of the gifts of Providence—to
extract sugar from the cane, to rear the tender silk-worm, to gather cof-
fee, plant corn, and is constantly opening to their view the inexhaustible
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resources of agriculture. By its means, settlers have established their
home upon their shores, bringing with them the arts and refinements of
civilization. Many intermarry, and thus raise them in character and
respectability; and*all are interested in promoting and preserving good
order, in abolishing bad habits and laws, and in every way improving
their adopted country. Knowledge is communicated by daily intercourse,
and every resident is a missionary as far as his example for good goes.
The manners and usages of civilized nations are taught them by visiters,
while families show them the advantages of well-regulated households,
and the virtues and enjoyments of domestic life. Commerce offers a pre-
mium to morality and intelligence, as it pays those best who possess those
qualities in the highest degree. Commerce has made them sailors, art-
izans, and traders—it teaches them the value of property, and indirectly
the rights of man. It has remodelled their polity, freed their labor, and
is rapidly teaching the chiefs that, if they would have their own rights
respected, they must respect the rights of others ; that oppression and
enterprise cannot flourish in unison ; and that, if they would retain their
authority, they must exert themselves to keep pace with the advance of
mind and general improvement about them. Commerce keeps the springs
of enterprise in motion, awakens new ideas, liberalizes their governments,
and brings the arts and improvements of other lands to theirs. It would
have carried them far in advance of their present condition, had they but
seconded her efforts by the enaction of suitable laws to encourage the
settlement of respectable whites, of securing apprentices to trades, and
other means by which the interests of all are protected in more advanced
countries. Commerce is an all-active principle. All that cannot float
on its current, is lost in its depths. Commerce has, in all ages, been the
friend of the common people. Commercial countries are always the
most free ; and well may the natives remember the day, with gratitude,
when they first beheld the * floating island,” as they deemed the ships
approaching their shores. True, it contained not “gods  but it was a
harbinger of the gifts of a bountiful Providence, to raise them from their
degradation, and free them from the most sensual of all slavery.

In conclusion, we shall revert in general terms to the labors of mis-
sionaries at the Sandwich islands, and their influence in developing prin-
ciples of civilization and Christianity.

On their arrival, they found the islanders victims to most cruel and
debasing superstitions. These, the untiring efforts of years have uprooted,
to a great extent, with their accompanying vices and crimes, and planted
in their stead the worship ofthe one Jehovah. Religious instruction oc-
cupied their attention mostly, at first; but as soon as the mass of the
people had become familiar with the doctrines of the Bible, schools and
seminaries were established, in which all the common branches of edu-
cation were taught. But before this could be done, the language was to
be reduced to writing, and books translated—a work of labor little ap-
preciated, but arduous in the extreme. The translation of the Bible is
in itself a monument, of industry. The missionaries have always fur-
nished gratuitous medical advice and medicine to the natives, and have
endeavored to destroy their barbarous customs of treating diseases, by
the dissemination of correct knowledge upon this subject. Too little
credit has been given them for the attempt to teach the mechanical arts,
and introduce agricultural improvements. A farmer and his family were
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among the first body of missionaries that arrived at Hawaii; but, owing
to the indifference of the chiefs, were obliged to suspend their labors,
and return home.

Many of the native mechanics were instructed by the missionaries.
They have also established manual-labor schools, and their precepts and
examples tend directly to the encouragement of industry, and the intro-
duction of the trades and manufactures of civilized life. In the female
seminary at Waileiku au Mani, the girls are taught to sew, spin, braid,
and knit, and other employments suitable to their sex. In all the other
schools, these branches are taught as far as practicable. Every assist-
ance and encouragement has been given to the natives, to enable them
to find a profitable market for their produce, and to create exports for the
purchase of foreign goods. As far as missionaries, without compromising
their character as such, can go in effecting these desirable changes, they
have done so ; but their success depends more upon individual wants and
interests, and requires the co-operation of the merchant and agriculturist.
The missionary has endeavored to civilize the natives, by inducing them
to live in better houses, and forsake their old habits. It is by examining
into the minutiae of daily life, that we can rightly judge of what has been
accomplished. But it is needless to descend further into particulars. The
labors of the missionary have been directly employed in Christianizing
the natives, and indirectly in civilizing. That they have done this, and
that the results are gratifying in the extreme, none can deny. They have
also introduced the same system of free schools which has raised New
England to her high station of intellectual power. Originating from the
freest and most enlightened country, and educated in the bosom of a dem-
ocratic church, their influence has been to extend human liberty and
thought, and to introduce those institutions which have crowned their
native land with so much honor. They have laid a broad foundation for
national happiness and greatness ; and their influence, whether upon na-
tives or whites, will cease only with the end of all things. Their char-
acter, like that of the Puritans, will leave its impress upon after ages ;
and there are few of the present who do not award that sect the just
praise of sowing those seeds of individual and national freedom, which
have operated so powerfully in rendering America what she is. To say
that their system is faultless, would be erroneous ; or that what has been
done, in some instances, might not have been done better. The same
truth holds good of all other human means—imperfection and decay are
but too closely united with humanity.

The two principles of Christianity and civilization, modifying each
other, give knowledge and freedom to the world. They are the choicest
gifts of Providence to man. and bis greatest happiness lies in their proper
union. For their advancement, distinct professions are necessary, though
each is essential to the healthy existence of the other. Mankind have
moral and intellectual wants, as well as physical. Let not the profes-
sors of either narrow down their views to the horizon of their selfish
interests, but look about upon the world as the common field of their la-
bors—its improvement as their common end. Their pursuits are all
necessary, all noble; and should expand the soul, and make it grasp at
brighter things than the mere possession of some trifling gratification, or
petty triumph to particular opinions or designs, IR
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Art. IL—INTERNAL TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES.

NUMBER iN.

T nhe increasing tendency to reside in towns and cities which is mani-
fested by the inhabitants of all countries, as they make progress in the
arts and refinements of civilization, is sufficiently obvious to most men
who think on the subject. But it is not so apparent to those whose atten-
tion has not been particularly turned to the matter, that the improvements
of the last century have so much strengthened that tendency as almost to
make it seem like a new principle of society, growing out of the combin-
ed agency of steam power and machinery. Mr. Hume, who had as clear
apprehension of the relations of the various conditions of society, and the
operation of the causes modifying them, as any man of his time, expresses
the opinion that no city of antiquity probably ever contained more inhab-
itants than London, which, at the time he wrote, near one hundred years
ago, was estimated at 800,000. He thought there were internal and in-
herent causes to check and stop the growth of the most favorably situated
cities when they reached that size. Taking the then existing condition
of society as the basis of his reasoning, it seems probable that he judged
correctly. Neither the spinning jenny, nor the power loom, nor the steam
engine, nor the canal, nor the McAdam road, nor the railway, had then
been brought into use ; nor had the productive power of the soil, aided
by science and art, been, at that time, tasked to its utmost to bring forth
human sustenance. Mr. Hume looked with the eye of a philosopher on
the past and the present; but, in predicting of the future, his mistakes
were nearly as numerous as his vaticinations. To judge of the future by the
past may seem safe and philosophic to those who believe not in the cer-
tain advance of mankind towards a more perfect condition and nature.
So to judge was in accordance with the sceptical mind of Mr. Hume.
Let us avoid, so far as we may, his mistake ; though to us it seems not
practicable to avoid falling into some degree of error of the same sort,
when we undertake to foretell future conditions and events, in a rapidly
progressive community.

What has been the effect of the improvements, physical and moral, of
the past century, on the growth of towns ? and what is likely to be their
future effect, aided by other and probably greater improvements, on the
growth of towns, during the hundred years to come? W'e define town to
mean any place numbering 2,000 or more inhabitants. It is to Great
Britain we are to look for the main evidences of the effects of the labor-
saving improvements of the last century. The first canal was commenced
in that country by the Duke of Bridgewater, no longer ago than 1760.
The invention of the spinning jenny, by Hargreaves, followed seven years
after. Not long after this, the spinning frame was contrived by the in-
genuity of Arkwright. In 1775, Mr. Crompton produced the machine
called the mule, a combination of the two preceding. Some time after-
wards, Mr. Cartwright invented the power loom, but it was not until after
1820 that it was brought into general use. The steam engine, the mov-
ing power of all this machinery, was so improved by Watt, in 1785, as
to entitle him to claim, for all important practical purposes, being its in-
ventor. At the same time that these great inventions were being brought
into use, the nation was making rapid progress in the construction of ca-
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nals and roads, and the duplication of her agricultural products. Indeed,
great part of her works to cheapen and facilitate internal trade, including
her canals, her McAdam roads, and her railways, have been constructed
within the last thirty years. The effect of these, in building up towns, is
exemplified by the following facts. Mr. Slaney, M. P., stated in the house
of commons, in May, 1830, that, “in England, those engaged in manu-
facturing and mechanical occupations, as compared with the agricultural
class, were 6 to 5, in 1801; they were as 8 to 5, in 1821; and 2 to 1, in
1830. In Scotland, the increase had been still more extraordinary. In
that country they were as 5 to 6, in 1801; as 9to 6, in 1821; and, in
1830, as 2to 1. The increase of the general population for the preced-
ing twenty years, had been 30 percent; in the manufacturing population
it had been 40 per cent; in Manchester, Liverpool, Coventry, and Bir-
mingham, the increase had been 50 per cent; in Leeds, it had been 54
per cent; in Glasgow, it had been 100 percent.” The increase of popu-
lation in England and Wales, from 1821 to 1831, was 16 percent. This
increase was nearly all absorbed in towns and their suburbs, as the pro-
portion of people engaged in agriculture has decreased decidedly with
every census. More scientific modes of culture, and more perfect ma-
chines and implements, combined with other causes, have rendered an
increased amount of human labor unnecessary in the production of a
greatly augmented amount of food. In 1831, but one-third of the people
of England were employed in the labors of agriculture. In 1841, very-
little more than one-fourth were so employed. In Scotland, seven of the
best agricultural counties decreased in population, from 1831 to 1841, from
1to 5 per cent; whereas, the counties, in which were her principal towns,
increased during the same period from 15 per cent to 34.8 per cent; the
latter being the increase of the county of Lanark, in which Glasgow is
situated. The average increase of all Scotland for those ten years, was
11.1 percent. According to Marshall, the increase of population in Eng-
land for the ten years preceding 1831, was 30 percent in the mining dis-
tricts; 254 in the manufacturing; and 19 in the metropolitan, (Middlesex
county;) while, in the inland towns and villages, it was only 7J per cent.

The railways, which now traverse England in every quarter, and bring
into near neighborhood its most distant points, have been nearly all con-
structed since 1830. Their effect, in aid of the other works, in augment-
ing the present great centers of population, will, obviously, be very con-
siderable ; how great, remains to be developed by the future. London,
with its suburbs, has now about 2,000,000 of inhabitants ; but she is prob-
ably far below the culminating point of her greatness. The kingdom of
which she is the commercial heart, doubles its population in forty-two
years. It is reasonable, then, to suppose that, within the next fifty years,
London and the other great foci of human beings, in that kingdom, will
have more than twice their present numbers; for it is proved that nearly
the whole increase in England is monopolized by the large commercial
and manufacturing towns with their suburbs.

Will similar causes produce like effects in the United States? In the
States of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, the improve-
ments of the age operated to some extent on their leading towns from
1830 to 1840. Massachusetts had little benefit from canals, railways, or
steam power; but her towns felt the beneficent influence of her labor-
saving machinery moved by water power, and her improved agriculture
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and common roads. The increase of her nine principal towns, commenc-
ing with Boston and ending with Cambridge, from 1830 to 1840, was
66,373, equal to 53 per cent; being more than half the entire increase
of the state, which was but 128,000, or less than 21 per cent. The in-
crease, leaving out those towns, was but 11 per cent. Of this 11 per
cent, great part, if not all, must have been in the towns not included in
our list.

The growth of the towns in the State of New York, during the same
period, is mainly due to her canals. That of the fourteen largest, from
New York to Seneca, inclusive, was 204,507, or 64f per cent; whereas,
the increase in the whole state was less than 27 per cent, and of the
state, exclusive of these towns, but 19 per cent. Of this, it is certain,
that nearly all is due to the other towns not in the list of the fourteen
largest.

Pennsylvania has canals, railways, and other improvements, that should
give a rapid growth to her towns. These works, however, had not time,
after their completion, to produce their proper effects, before the crash of
her monetary system nearly paralyzed every branch of her industry, ex-
cept agriculture and the coal business. Nine of her largest towns, from
Philadelphia to Erie, inclusive, exhibit a gain, from 1830 to 1840, of
84,642, being at the rate of 39-- per cent. This list does not include
Pottsville, or any other mining town. The increase of the whole state
was but 21f per cent.

Ohio has great natural facilities for trade, in her lake and river coasts ;
the former having become available only since the opening of the Erie
canal, in 1826, and that to little purpose before 1830. She has also ca-
nals, which have been constructing and coming gradually into use since
1830. These now amount to about 760 miles. For the last five years,
she has also constructed an extent of McAdam roads exceeding any oth-
er state, and amounting to hundreds of miles. Her railways, which are
of small extent, have not been in operation long enough to have produced
much effect. From this review of the state, it will not be expected to ex-
hibit as great increase in town population, from 1830 to 1840, as will dis-
tinguish it hereafter. The effects of her public improvements, however,
will be clearly seen in the following exhibit. Eighteen of her largest
towns, and the same number of medium size and average increase, con-
tained, in 1830,58,310, which had augmented, in 1840, to 138,916 ; show-
ing an increase of 138 per cent. The increase of the whole state, dur-
ing the same period, was 62 per cent. The northwest quarter of the
state has no towns of any magnitude, and has but begun to be settled.
This quarter had but 12,671 inhabitants in 1830 and 92,050, in 1840.

The increase of the twenty largest towns of the United States, from
New York to St. Louis, inclusive, from 1830 to 1840, was 55 per cent,
while that of the whole country was less than 34 per cent. If the slave-
holding states were left out, the result of the calculation would be still
more favorable to the towns.

The foregoing facts clearly show the strong tendency of modern im-
provements to build towns. Our country has just begun its career ; but
as its progress in population is in a geometrical ratio, and its improve-
ments more rapidly progressive than its population, we are startled at the
results to which we are brought, by the application of these principles to
the century into which our inquiry now leads us.
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In 1840, the United States had a population of 17,068,666. Allowing
its future increase to be at the rate of 33j per cent, for each succeeding
period of ten years, we shall number, in 1940, 303,101,641. Past expe-
rience warrants us to expect this great increase. In 1790, our number
was 3,927,827. Supposing it to have increased each decade, in the ratio
of 33” per cent, it would, in 1840, have amounted to 16,560,256; being
more than half a million less than our actual number, as shown by the
census.  With 300,000,000, we should have less than 150 to the square
mile for our whole territory, and but 220 to the square mile for our or-
ganized states and territories. England has 300 to the square mile. It
does not, then, seem probable that our progressive increase will be ma-
terially checked within the one hundred years under consideration. At
the end of that period, Canada will probably number at least 20,000,000.
If we suppose the portion of our country, east and south of the Appalachian
chain of mountains, known as the Atlantic slope, to possess at that time
40.000. 000, or near five times its present number, there will be left
260.000. 000 for the great central region between the Appalachian and
Rocky mountains, and between the Gulf of Mexico and Canada, and for
the country west of the Rocky mountains. Allowing the Oregon Terri-
tory 10,000,000, there will be left 250,000,000 for that portion of the
American states lying in the basins of the Mobile, Mississippi, and St.
Lawrence. If, to these, we add 20,000,000 for Canada, we have
270.000. 000 as the probable number that will inhabit the North American
valley at the end of the one hundred years, commencing in 1840. Ifwe
suppose one-third, or 90,000,000 of this number to reside in the country
as cultivators and artisans, there will be 180,000,000 left for the towns—
enough to people 360, each containing halfa million. This does not seem
so incredible as that the valley of the Nile, scarcely 12 miles broad,
should have once, as historians tell us, contained 20,000 cities.

But, lest one hundred years seem too long to be relied on, in a calcula-
tion having so many elements, let us see how matters will stand fifty years
from 1840, or forty-seven years from this time. The ratio of increase we
have adopted cannot be objected to as extravagant for this period. In
1890, according to that ratio, our number will be 72,000,000. Of these,
22.000. 000 will be a fair allowance for the Atlantic slope. Of the re-
maining 50,000,000, 2,000,000 may reside west of the Rocky mountains,
leaving 48,000,000 for the great valley within the states. If, to these,
we add 5,000,000 as the population of Canada, we have an aggregate of
53.000. 000 for the North American valley. One-third, or say 18,000,000,
being set down as farming laborers and rural artisans, there will remain
35.000. 000 for the towns, which might be seventy in number, having each
halfa million of souls. It can scarcely be doubted that, within the forty-
seven years, our agriculture will be so improved, as to require less than
one-third to furnish food and raw materials for manufacture for the whole
population. Good judges have said that we are not now more than twen-
ty or thirty years behind England in our husbandry. It is certain that
we are rapidly adopting her improvements in this branch of industry;
and it is not to be doubted, that very many new improvements will be
brought out, both in Europe and America, which will tend to lessen the
labor necessary in the production of food and raw materials.

The tendency to bring to reside in towns all not engaged in agricul-
ture that machinery and improved ways of intercourse have created, has
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already been illustrated by the example of England and some of our older
states. Up to this time, our North American valley has exhibited few
striking evidences of this tendency. Its population is about 10,500,000;
but, with the exception of New Orleans, Cincinnati, and Montreal, it has
no large towns. As a whole, it has been too sparsely settled to build up
many. Too intent on drawing out the resources of our exuberantly rich
soil, we have neglected the introduction of those manufactures and me-
chanic arts that give agricultural productions their chief value, by furnish-
ing an accessible market. This mistake is, however, rapidly bringing
about its own remedy. In Ohio, the oldest (not in time but in maturity)
of our western states, the arts of manufacture have commenced their ap-
propriate business of building towns. Cincinnati, with its suburbs, has
upwards of 50,000 inhabitants ; a larger proportion of whom are engaged
in manufactures and trades, than of either of the sixteen principal towns
of the Union, except Lowell. The average proportion so engaged in
all these towns, is 1to 8.79. In Cincinnati, it is 1to 4.50. Indeed, our
interior capital has but two towns (New York and Philadelphia) before
her, in number of persons, engaged in manufactures and trades. Our
smaller towns, Dayton, Zanesville, Columbus, and Steubenville, having
each about 6,000 inhabitants, have nearly an equal proportion engaged
in the same occupation.

These examples are valuable only as indicating the direction to which
the industry of our people tends, in those portions of the west, where pop-
ulation has attained a considerable degree of density. Of the ten and a
half millions now inhabiting this valley, little more than half a million
live in towns; leaving about ten millions employed in making farms out
of the wilds, and producing human food and materials for manufactures.
When, in 1890, our number reaches 53,000,000, according to our esti-
mate, there will be but one-third of this number (to wit, 18,000,000)
employed in agriculture and rural trades. Of the increase up to that
time, (being 42,500,000,) 8,000,000 will go into rural occupations, and
34,500,000 into towns. This would people sixty-nine towns, with each
half a million.

Should we, yielding to the opinion of those who may believe that more
than one-third of our people will be required for agriculture and rural
trades, make the estimate on the supposition that one-half the population
of our valley, forty-seven years hereafter, will live on farms, and in villages
below the rank of towns, the account will stand thus: 26,500,000 (being the
one-half of 53,000,000 in the valley) will be the amount of the rural po-
pulation; so that it must receive 16,500,000 in addition to the 10,000,000
it now has. The towns, in the same time, will have an increase of
26,000,000, in addition to the 500,000 now in them. Where will these
towns be, and in what proportion will they possess the 26,500,000 inhab-
itants ?

These are interesting questions, and not so impracticable of an ap-
proximately correct solution, as, at first blush, they may seem.

One of them will be either St. Louis or Alton. Everybody will be
ready to admit that.  Still more beyond the reach of doubt or cavil, is
Cincinnati. We might name also Pittsburg and Louisville ; but we trust
that our readers, who have followed us through our former articles, are
ready to concur in the opinion that the greatest city of the Mississippi
basin will be either Cincinnati or the town near the mouth of the Mis-
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souri, be it Alton or St. Louis. W ithin our period of forty-seven years, we
have no doubt it will be Cincinnati. She is now in the midst of a population
so great and so thriving; and, on the completion of the Miami canal,
which will be within two years, she will so monopolize the exchange com-
merce at that end of the canal between the river and lake regions, that it
is not reasonable to expect she can be overtaken by her xvestern rival for
halfa century.

But such has been the influx of settlers within the last few years to the
lake region, and so decided has become the tendency of the productions
of the upper and middle regions of the great valley to seek a market at
and through the lakes, that we can no longer withstand the conviction
that, even within the short period of forty-seven years, atown will grow up
on the lake border greater than Cincinnati. The folloxving facts, it is
believed, will force the same conviction to our readers :

The states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, are bordered by both lake
and river. All have large river accommodation, but Illinois has it to an
unrivalled extent; whereas it has but one lake port.

Now let us see what has been the relative and positive growth of the
river region and lake region of these states, from 1830 to 1840. South-
ern Ohio, including all south of the national road, and the counties north
of that road which touch the Ohio river, had, in 1830, 550,000 inhabit-
ants, and in 1840 730,000; showing an increase of 180,000—equal to
33£ per cent. Northern Ohio, in 1830, numbered but 390,000, which in
1840 had increased to 805,000 ; exhibiting an increase of 413,000, or
105 per cent. In 1830, Southern Ohio had 160,000 more than Northern
Ohio; whereas, in 1840, the latter excelled the former 75,000. This
preponderance of the lake region has not been owing to the superiority
of its soil, or the beauty of its surface ; for, in these respects, it is inferior
to its southern rival.

Let us now see how the river and lake regions of Indiana compare, in
1830 and 1840. The national road is the dividing line.

Southern Indiana had, in 1830, 252,000

Northern Indiana *“ “ 89,000

Southern Indiana had, in 1840, 397,000

Northern Indiana “ “ 278,000
Southern Indiana, in 1830, 252,000),,
« « « 1840] 397,000 (Gam 145°000>or 58 Pr-ctl
Northern Indlanahad in 1830, 89,000 i Showing a gain of 189,000,
« “ * 1840,278,000 $ or 212 per cent.

Such has been the rapidity of settlement of the northern counties of
Indiana, for the three years since the census xvas taken, that we cannot doubt
that the north has nearly overtaken, in positive humbers, the south half.

Illinois exhibits the preference given to the lake region, in a still more
striking manner. A line drawn along the north boundaries of Edgar and
Coles counties, and thence direct to the town of Quincy, on the Missis-
sippi, will divide the state into two nearly equal parts. The three counties,
Morgan, Sangamon, and Macon, we divide equally, and give two-thirds
of Adams to the north, and one-third to the south.

Southern Illinois had, in 1830 122,732

Northern Illinois * 33,852
Southern Illinois had, in 1840 242,873
Northern Illinois “ 232,222
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Southern Illinois, in 1830, 122,732 >Showing a gain of 120,141,
“ “ 1840, 242,873 $ equal to 97 per cent.
Northern Illinois had, in 1830, 33,852 ) Showing a gain of 198,370,
“ “ 1840, 232,222 $ equal to 586 per cent.

There can be no doubt, with those who know the course of immigra-
tion, that Northern Illinois, at this time, contains many thousands more
than Southern lIllinois.

It may be said that the lake region of these states, being of more recent
settlement, and having more vacant land, has, chiefly on that account, in-
creased more than the river region. This might account fora higher ratio,
but it would not account for a greater amount of increase. For instance:
the state of New York, between 1820 and 1830, had a greater amount of
increase than any western state, though most of them increased in a far
higher ratio. So, by the census of 1840, it appears that the amount of
increase of Ohio, for the ten years previous, was about three times as great
as that of Michigan, although the ratio of increase of Michigan was more
than nine times as high as that of Ohio.

Let us compare, then, the amount of increase of the lake and river
regions of these states.

f Northern Ohio,............... 413,000

Increase from 1830 to 1840 of< “ Indiana,.......co........ 189,000
f “ 1 ET o] - — 198,370

800,370

{ Southern Ohio,.....cccccvrenenee 180,000

Increase from 1830 to 1840 of< Indiana,... ... 145,000
( “ HIINOIS. ..o, 120,141

445,141

Arkansas and Michigan, were it not that the latter has the advantage
of not holding slaves, would afford almost a perfect illustration of the
preference given to the lake region over the river country. Each has
extraordinary advantages of navigation, of its peculiar kind. No state in
the valley has as extensive river navigation as Arkansas, and no state can
claim to rival Michigan in extent of navigable lake coast.

In 1830, Michigan had a population of........cccoceoiinninenne o 32,538
“  Arkansas *“ e ———— 30,388
In 1840, Michigan numbered..........ccocooiiiiiiiinenceee 212,276
“  Arkansas s 97,578

These facts exhibit the difference in favor of the lake country sufficient
to satisfy the candid inquirer that there must be potent causes in operation
to produce such results. Some of these causes are apparent, and others
have been little understood or appreciated. The staple exports, wheat
and flour, have for years so notoriously found their best markets at the
lake towns, that every cultivator, who reasons at all, has come to know
the advantage of having his farm as near as possible to lake navigation.
This has, for some years past, brought immigrants to the lake country from
the river region of these states, and from the states of Pennsylvania, Ma-
ryland, and Virginia, which formerly sent their immigrants mostly to the

river borders. The river region, too, not being able to compete with its
VOL. 1X.---NO. 1. 4
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northern neighbor in the production of wheat, and being well adapted to
the growth of stock, has of late gone more into this department of hus-
bandry. This business, in some portions, almost brings the inhabitants to
a purely pastoral state of society, in which large bodies of land are of
necessity used by a small number of inhabitants. These causes are ob-
viously calculated to give a dense population to the lake country, and a
comparatively sparse settlement to the river country. There are other
causes not so obvious, but not less potent or enduring. Of these, the
superior accessibility ofthe lake country from the great northern hives of
emigration, New England and New York, is first deserving attention.
By means of the Erie canal to Oswego and Buffalo, and the railway from
Boston to Buffalo, with its radiating branches, these states are brought
within a few hours’ ride of our great central lake ; and at an expense of
time and money so small, as to offer but slight impediment to the removal
of home, and household gods. The lakes, too, are about being traversed
by a class of vessels, to be propelled by steam and wind, called Ericson
propellers, which will carry immigrants with certainty and safety, and at
greatly reduced expense.

European emigration hither, which first was counted by its annual
thousands, then by its tens of thousands, has at length swelled to its hun-
dred thousands, in the ports of New York and Quebec. These are both
but appropriate doors to the lake country. It is clear, then, that the lake
portion will be more populous than the river division of the great valley.
This is one reason why the former should build up and sustain larger
towns than the latter.

It has been proved that an extensive and increasing portion of the river
region seeks an outlet for its surplus productions through the lakes. In
addition to the proof given on that subject, we will compare the exports,
in bread-stuffs and provisions, of New Orleans and Cleveland—the former
for the year beginning 1st September, 1841, and ending 31st August,
1842; and the latter for the season of canal navigation, in 1842. All
the receipts of Cleveland, by canal, are estimated as exports; as there is
no doubt that she receives, coastwise and by wagon, more than enough to
feed her people. The exports from New Orleans of the enumerated arti-
cles, and their price, are as stated in No. 4, vol. 7, ofthis magazine. Of
the articles, then, of flour, pork, bacon, lard, beef, whiskey, corn, and

wheat—m
New Orleans exported to the value of......cccccoeiiininenns $4,446,989
Cleveland “ e 4,431,739

The other articles of bread-stuffs and provisions received at New Or-
leans during that year, from the interior, are of small amount, and obvi-
ously not sufficient for the consumption of the city. Not so with Cleveland.
The other articles of grain and provision, shipped last year from this port,
added to the above, will throw the balance decidedly in her favor. If we
suppose, what cannot but be true, that all the other ports of the upper lakes
sent eastward as much as Cleveland, we have the startling fact that this
lake country, but yesterday brought under our notice, already sends abroad
more than twice the amount of human food that is shipped from the great
exporting city of New Orleans, the once-vaunted sole outlet of the Mis-
sissippi valley.  Another striking fact, in favor of the position that on the
lakes are to be the leading commercial cities of our valley, is the growth
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of Cleveland, compared with Portsmouth. When the Ohio canal was
completed, that portion of the state traversed by it, lying nearest to Ports-
mouth, was superior, in population and productiveness, to that which was
nearest Cleveland. Portsmouth is at the river end of the canal, and Cleve-
land at the lake end.

Portsmouth, including the township in which it is situated, num-

bered, in 1830,.. ... 1,464
<2 LT 1,844
Increase of Portsmouth, including the township, in ten years,.. 380
Cleveland village numbered, in1830,.....c.cccccoviiriieneinircenenenes 1,076

“ city, including Ohio* city, in 1840........cccccccvevrererennnn. 7,648
Increase of Cleveland in teNYEars,......ccoeereirciieine e 6,572

The case of Alton and Chicago is calculated to illustrate the same po-
sition.  The former is so finely situated on the Mississippi, just above the
entrance of the turbulent Missouri, at the best point for concentrating the.
river trade on all sides, and doing the business of one of the finest and
best settled portions of Illinois, that we have thought it might yet excel
St. Louis, and perhaps rival Cincinnati. The country in its rear was
settled long before that lying back of Chicago ; and Alton, in consequence,
sooner became an important commercial point. How many inhabitants
it had in 1830, we have at hand no means of ascertaining. Certain it is
that, at that time, it was far more populous than Chicago.

In 1840, Alton NUMDBEIEd......ccvieieeieieeeee e 2,340
Y ChICAgO M e 4,470

Two short canals—one of about one hundred miles, connecting the I1-
linois canal with the Mississippi, at or near the mouth of Rock river; and
the other of about one hundred and seventy-five miles, connecting the
southern termination of the Wabash and Erie canal, at Terre Haute, with
the Mississippi, at Alton—would, with the canals already finished or in
progress, secure to the lakes not less, probably, than three-fourths of all
the external trade of the river valley. With the Wabash and Erie, and
the Miami canal, brought fairly into operation, the lakes will make a
heavy draft on the trade of the river valley; and every canal, and rail-
road, and good highway, carried from the lakes, or lake improvements,
into that valley, will add to the draft. The lake towns will then not only
have a denser population in the region immediately about them, and mo-
nopolize all the trade of that region, but they will have at least half the
trade of the river region. They will be nearer and more accessible to
the great marts of trade and commerce of the old states and the old world;
and this advantage will be growing, in consequence of the progressive
removal of impediments to navigation between the lakes and the ocean.

The facts we have adduced, taken altogether, seem conclusive in favor
of the lake towns. As a body, they come out of the investigation deci-
dedly triumphant. But how shall we decide on their relative merits ?
There are several, whose citizens would claim pre-eminence for each—

* Ohio city is separated from Cleveland only by a narrow stream, and has grown since
830.
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Oswego, Buffalo, Cleveland, the Maumee town, (be it Maumee city or
Toledo,) Detroit, and Chicago. Unless we have failed in our opening
article, New Orleans, Montreal, and Quebec, although destined greatly to
increase in size and wealth, may be left out of the contest.

Oswego has a fine position, as a point of shipment, between the lakes
and the eastern states; and on the completion of the enlarged Welland
canal, she will probably gain rapidly on Buffalo, in amount of goods for-
warded west, and produce of the lakes sent to the Hudson. Her water-
power will enable her to compete successfully with Rochester, in the
manufacture of flour; and it must, before many years, be used extensively
in other manufactures. As a point for the wholesale or jobbing of goods,
she will be inferior to Buffalo. But both towns are too near, and too con-
venient to New York and Boston, to become great marts for the sale of
European and eastern manufactures. Buffalo, in her suburb of Black-
rock, has an almost exhaustless water-power, which, long within the pe-
riod of forty-seven years, will make her a considerable manufacturing
town. Ifthe Erie canal enlargement should be delayed many years after
the completion of the Welland canal, it would not surprise us to see Os-
wego overtake Buffalo, in size and business.

Buffalo has a cramped harbor; and, like Oswego, she has but a small
country in her rear, to sustain her trade. Her position for carrying on
foreign trade, after the enlargement of the Welland canal, will be less
favorable than Cleveland, Maumee, Detroit, or Chicago. But before en-
tering on the comparison of Buffalo and Cleveland, it will be well to lay
down some principles that may be reasonably supposed to control or influ-
ence their future growth. And first, it may be asserted that a position
favorable to an interchange of productions of a large country lying about
it, is more advantageous than a situation which merely favors the passage
of a great amount of productions through it. Boston and Charleston will
illustrate this principle. The former exchanges, in her own market, the
productions gathered into it from the coast, from the interior, and from
foreign countries. Charleston is far less a gathering point of commod-
ities, but she has a much larger value passing through the hands of her

merchants.
Boston, between 1830 and 1840, increased..........c.cccoeevvereiveennns 33,611
Charleston, “ “ “decreased.......occooveeiiiriiinennne. 1,628

Other causes, no doubt, aided in this result; but that under considera-
tion we believe to have been the chief.

Second. While a country is new, the first exchanges will be of agricul-
tural products of one climate for those of a different climate, and of agri-
cultural products for manufactured articles of first necessity. As society
progresses in wealth, in addition to these articles finer fabrics, and of
greater variety, become the subjects of exchange ; so that when its con-
dition approximates that of England, much of its exchangeable capital
comes to be composed of the highly wrought productions of the various
cities—each mainly engaged in its own peculiar production, and therefore
dependent on all the others for all its articles of consumption, except the
one article of its own fabrication.

Let us apply these principles. Buffalo has the advantage of a greater
transit of produce and goods. In the former, however, she is not very
much in advance, and Cleveland is rapidly gaining upon her. In propor-
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tion to her population, Cleveland is already far ahead. As to goods pass-
ing to the upper lakes from the old states and Europe, Buffalo will divide
chiefly with Oswego the advantages of their receipt and shipment up the
lakes. Hers, for some time to come, will be the lion’s share—at least
until the completion of the Canadian improvements. But these goods,
though of great value, will employ no great amount of tonnage, especially
when sugar, molasses, cotton, rice, and tobacco, shall be sent to the lakes
by the Miami and Illinois canals, as will soon be the case.

Long within the period under consideration, the position of Cleveland
will be much more favorable for concentrating the business of the sur-
rounding country than that of Buffalo. Canada will, before that time,
form a part of our commercial community, whether she be associated with
us in the government, or not. She will then have about five millions of
people. The American shores of the lakes lying above the latitude of
Cleveland will be still more populous.

Cleveland is the lake port for the great manufacturing hive at the head
of the Ohio river—so made by the Mahoning canal, which connects her
with Pittsburg. She commands, and she will long command, by means
of her five hundred miles of canal and slackwater navigation, the trade of
a part of western Pennsylvania, most of western Virginia, and nearly all
the east half of the state of Ohio, in the intercourse of their inhabitants
with the lake coasts, the eastern states, Canada, and Europe. Her posi-
tion is handsome ; and although her water-power is small, the low price
of coal will enable her to sustain herself as a respectable manufacturing
town.. Her harbor, like that of Buffalo, though easy of entrance, is not
sufficiently capacious. If coal should not be found on Lake Huron, more
accessible to navigation than the beds on the canal, south of Cleveland,
this article will greatly increase her trade with the other lake ports. It
is now sold on her wharves at eight cents per bushel.

A glance at a map of the country will suffice to show that Buffalo is
not well situated to be a place for the exchange ofagricultural productions
of the cold regions for those of the warm regions of the valley. In that
respect Cleveland, though not unrivalled, is clearly in a better position
than Buffalo. As a point for exchanging the products of the field for
manufactured goods, Buffalo will not probably, for any long time, have
the advantage of Cleveland. Such traders as live within the influence of
the canals and rivers that pour their surplus products into Cleveland, and
stop short of New York and Boston, will, it seems to us, be more likely
to purchase in Cleveland than in Buffalo. Not every man who supplies
a neighborhood with store-goods relishes a voyage on the sometimes tem-
pest-tost waters of the lake ; and, as we before remarked, Buffalo now
being but a few hours’ ride from New York or Boston, by a pleasant and
safe conveyance, will hardly stop many purchasers of goods from those
great markets. On the completion of the Canadian canals, Cleveland
will have the advantage of Buffalo, in foreign trade, for the following
reasons :—Her articles of export will be cheaper; and by that time, as
we believe, more abundant. Byvmeans of her canals and roads, Cleve-
land is a primary gathering-point of these articles. Not so Buffalo. To
arrive at her store-houses, these products must be shipped from the store-
houses of other ports up the lakes, where they must be presumed to bear
nearly the same price as at Cleveland. The cost of this shipment, to-
gether with a profit on it, will then be added; and, by so much, enhance

4*
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their price in Buffalo. A vessel entering Lake Erie by the Welland ca-
nal, seeking a cargo for a foreign port, would therefore clearly prefer
going to the head of the market, where it could be bought at the cheap-
est rate. If the difference in price of exportable products, between the
market at Buffalo and the market at Cleveland, is such as to warrant the
payment of a freight to Buffalo, and the cost of a transhipment there to
the foreign vessel, there can be no doubt of its being the interest of the
foreign vessel to proceed directly to Cleveland for her cargo ; and so to
any other considerable market on Lake Erie, and probably the lakes above.
It seems likely, therefore, that within our allotted period of forty-seven
years, Cleveland will be larger than Buffalo or Oswego.

Is it probable that, within the period under consideration, Cleveland
will have a successful rival in Maumee, Detroit, or Chicago 1 It will be
proper, on account of its comparative obscurity, and the peculiarity of its
position, for us to explain in regard to Maumee.

The estuary of the Maumee river receives the tide of Lake Erie, and
the waters of the river, at a point thirteen miles above its mouth. This
estuary forms a harbor of Lake Erie, thirteen miles long, with a naviga-
ble channel of about one hundred rods. Its depth, in a low stage of the
lake, is from six and a half to twenty-four feet. It is entered by a wide
channel through the bay, having in its shoalest part 8.25 feet, when the
lake is in its lowest stage. On the southwest end of this harbor, Maumee
city and Perrysburg are situated; the former on the north, and the latter
on the south bank. Both are on the same plane, sixty-three feet above
the harbor. Eight miles below, on the north bank, is Toledo, most of it
on a plane about forty-five feet high; and three or four miles below To-
ledo, is Manhattan, elevated in its highest part about twenty-five feet
above the water. Their population, respectively, including the civil town-
ship, was, according to the census of 1840—Maumee city, 1,290; Per-
rysburg, 1,065 ; Toledo, 2,053 ; Manhattan, 282. Each of these places
has access to the canal by a side-cut, and flight of locks. It is not our
purpose to decide on their relative merits ; but for convenience, and be-
cause that is the name of the harbor, we will call the successful point
Maumee.

The contest is now fairly narrowed down to Cleveland, Maumee, De-
troit, and Chicago. Which of these will be greatest in 1890 ? We have
shown, in a previous article, (No. 2 of this series,) that the Miami canal
route will command the eastern and European trade of Kentucky, most
of Tennessee, large portions of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, and small
portions of Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Alabama. So long, then,
as this easteni and European trade shall continue of paramount impor.
tance to the great country embraced by the description above, as con-
trolled by the Miami canal, so long must the point most favorably situated
at its lake termination have the advantage of the other lake towns. We
have also shown, in the same article, that the interior exchanges, the ex-
clusively home-trade of the North American valley, between the lake
regions of the north and the river rejjffons of the south, will be chiefly
carried on through the same Miami canal. Ofthe towns now under com-
parison, Maumee is the smallest, and Detroit the largest. This, in the
minds of the superficial, will be taken as conclusive in favor of the latter.
The claim in favor of a town just emerging from the forest, to rival, at a
future time, an already populous city, is usually met by ridicule from such
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persons ; and, in general, is treated with little attention or respect by any
class. We dare say that when the people of the city of old and renown,
ed York were informed that, in the wilds of America, some settlers had
named their collection of rude houses New York, they felt no other emo-
tion than contempt, and treated the presumptuous ambition of the settlers
with derision. It is probable that the inhabitants of old Boston held in
like contempt the assumption of the name of their town by those who
planted the capital of New England. Who, forty-seven years ago, would
not have ridiculed the opinion, if any one had been visionary enough to
express it, that, within that time, there would grow up, in the valley of
the Ohio, a city containing fifty thousand inhabitants ; and that, within the
same period, that part of the northwestern territory, now composing the
state of Ohio, would contain nearly two millions of people 1 We then
had, as a basis of increase, but four millions; whereas it is now over
eighteen millions ;—and, including Canada, near twenty millions. For
the past forty-seven years, our growth has been from four millions to near
twenty millions. During the next forty-seven years it will be, according
to our estimate, from near twenty millions, to seventy-seven millions; or,
according to the more elaborate and probably more correct estimate of
Professor Tucker, fifty-five millions. This increase will certainly make it
necessary that many towns, now small, should become great; and sensible
men, when contemplating their probable destiny for half a century in ad-
vance, will look at the natural and artificial advantages of our lake
towns, rather than at the few thousands, more or less, of present popula-
tion. The towns under consideration are all destined to become large.
The leading advantages of Cleveland have been already stated. Detroit
has a pleasant site, and a noble harbor. A few McAdam roads, leading
north, northwest, and west, into the interior, would give her the direct
trade of a large and fertile portion of Michigan. Until such roads, or
some reasonably good substitute, are made, the railways leading north
and west will, at least while they are new and in good order, make the
chief gathering points of trade at their interior terminations, and at con-
venient points on their line. Pontiac, Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor, and other
towns west, will cut off from Detroit, and centre in themselves the direct
trade with the farmers, which, with good wagon-roads, without the rail-
ways, would have centered in Detroit. One train of cars will now bring
to her warehouses what would have been brought to her stores by one
hundred wagons. These wagons would have carried back store-goods
and the products of Detroit mechanics, whereas these will now be bought
in the interior towns. Most of the money borrowed by Michigan, and for
which she is so largely in debt, has been expended with a view to center
the trade of the state mainly in Detroit and Monroe ; but we much doubt
whether the effect of the railways constructed for that purpose will not
be the reverse of what is anticipated by their projectors. The effect of
the Erie and Kalamazoo railway, from Toledo to Adrian, has been to con-
vert a small cluster of houses at the latter place into a flourishing town of
near two thousand inhabitants ; while at Toledo, its effect has been mainly
perceptible in the filling a few warehouses with produce and goods, and
leaving its business-street nearly deserted of wagons, and its hotels almost
destitute of any but minute-men travellers. We do not believe that ma-
chines so expensive, and so complicated in their construction and operation
as railways, can be sustained in an agricultural country, so new and
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sparsely settled as Michigan. But whether this is a correct view or not,
matters little to Detroit, if, as we suppose, her railways will but substitute
trains of cars, passing through to her warehouses, for the throng of wag-
ons that, but for her railways, would have crowded her broad avenue.
The extent of country that will find in Detroit its most convenient point
of exchanges, is not very great; yet sufficient, when well settled and im-
proved, to sustain her in a considerable advance beyond her present size
and business.

If we now narrow down our comparison by leaving out Detroit, we
trust we shall be justified by our impartial readers.

Cleveland, Maumee, and Chicago, only remain to contest the prize.
Of these, Maumee alone has a harbor capacious enough to accommodate
the commerce of a great city. Good harbors may be made, without a
very heavy cost, at Cleveland and Chicago, either by excavating the low
grounds bordering their present harbors, or by break-waters and piers in
the lakes outside. Some expenditure will also be needed to deepen the
entrance into the Maumee harbor, and to remove obstructions within it.
In water-power, Maumee has greatly the advantage over herrivals. Chi-
cago has, and she can have none. Cleveland has but a small amount;
whereas Maumee has it to an extent unrivalled by any town on the lake
borders, above Buffalo—and it is so placed as to possess the utmost avail-
ability. Along her harbor, for thirteen miles, the canal passes on the
margin of the high bank that overlooks it. This canal—a magnificent
mill-race, averaging near seven feet deep, and seventy feet wide at the
water-line—is fed from the Maumee river, seventeen miles above the head
of the harbor, and is carried down on the level of low water in the river
above, for twenty-two miles, to a point two miles below the head of the
harbor ; where it stands on a table-land, sixty-three feet above the harbor.
Descending, then, by a lock seven feet, the next level is two miles long,
and stands fifty-six feet above the harbor. Descending again, by a lock,
seven feet, the level below isthree and a half miles long, and stands forty-
nine feet above the harbor. Again descending, within the city of Toledo,
by four locks, thirty-four feet, the next and last level is nearly five miles
long, and stands fifteen feet above the harbor. At many points of these
thirteen miles, the water may be used conveniently from the canal to the
harbor ; and at most of these points, it may be used directly on the harbor.
The Board of public works, in their last report, say:—*“ From the expe-
rience the Board have had, as to the quantity of water required to propel
one pair of four and a half feet mill-stones, with all the labor-saving ma-
chinery necessary for the manufacture of superfine flour, they are fully of
opinion that there will be power sufficient, that can be used on these lev-
els, to propel two hundred and twenty-five pairs of stone.” The lowest
estimate for the dryest season, allows it this amount of power. At other
times, the amount is so great, that for all practical purposes, for many
years to come, it may be set down as without limit. The current occa-
sioned by the use of the great power estimated by the Board, would not
be one mile an hour. |f more should be used, so as to occasion a current
of one mile and a half an hour, the obstruction to navigation would be
rather nominal than real. The down-freights, for many years, will be
three or four times as heavy as the up-freights. The current, then, would
aid the movement of three or four tons, where it would hinder the move-
ment of one ton. If, at some future day, the water furnished during the
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dry seasons should not be sufficient for the machinery then needed at this
point, steam may be used temporarily, during the lowest stage of water.
Coal will be afforded at ten cents per bushel; and wood, for many years,
will not cost more than $1 50 to $2 00 per cord. Will this be a good
point for the use of water-power? This will depend on its facilities for
procuring raw materials, and distributing the manufactured articles to con-
sumers. As to facilities for procuring wheat for the manufacture of flour,
there can be, as all will admit who know the country within reach ofthe
canals, no better pointin the states. Sheep are so rapidly multiplying in
Indiana and lllinois, and are already so abundant in the Miami country of
Ohio, that a supply of wool to an extent beyond any probable demand for
its manufacture, may be safely anticipated. As to cotton, it has been
proved that the Miami canal is the best channel forits import to the lakes.
From Florence, in Alabama, it may be brought to the factory on the Mau-
mee by a course three hundred miles shorter than its usual route to New
Orleans. Should the Tennessee river fail to furnish enough cotton, the
Arkansas, and the Mississippi above the mouth of the Arkansas, will be
able to supply any additional demand. For the distribution of the manu-
factured goods, the whole west is easily accessible by means of lakes,
canals, and rivers.

As a point for manufacturers and mechanics, the aids and facilities above-
mentioned give Maumee an incontestible superiority over Cleveland and
Chicago. Let us now compare their commercial advantages. Those of
Cleveland have been already set forth to some extent, in comparing her
claims with those of Buffalo. In the exchange of agricultural products of
a warm and of a cold climate, Cleveland, by her canals and her connexion
with the Ohio, can claim south, as against the Miami canal, no farther than
western Virginia and eastern Kentucky. Maumee will supply the towns
on the lakes Erie, Huron, and probably Ontario, with cotton, sugar, mo-
lasses, rum, (may its quantity be small,) rice, tobacco, hemp, (perhaps,)
oranges, lemons, figs, and, at some future day, such naval stores as come
from the pitch-pine regions of Tennessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana.
Chicago will furnish a supply of the same articles to Lake Michigan,
Lake Superior, when that lake becomes accessible to her navigation, and
perhaps the northern portion of Lake Huron. How important these com-
modities are in modern commerce, need not be enlarged on in a magazine
whose readers are mostly intelligent merchants. During the forty-seven
years under consideration, the countries to be supplied with these articles
from Maumee will continue to be more populous than those depending on
Chicago for their supply. This position seems too obvious to need proof.
It is clear, then, that as a point of exchange of agricultural products of dif-
ferent climates, Maumee has advantages over Chicago—the only place on
the lakes that can set up any pretension of rivalry in this branch of trade.

What are the relative merits of these towns for the exchange of agri-
cultural products for the manufactures of Europe and the eastern states?
The claims of Cleveland, in this respect, have already been considered;
and to some extent, also, those of Maumee. The control of Cleveland,
south and southeast, embraces a country of about 40,000 square miles ;
being a quarter larger than Ireland. For early spring supplies, and light
goods, this domain may be invaded from Philadelphia and Baltimore ; but
for the shipments east, and the bulk of goods from New York and Europe,
it belongs legitimately to Cleveland.
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Maumee will hare in this trade the chief control of not less than 100,000
square miles—say 12,000 in Ohio, 30,000 in Kentucky, 30,000 in Indiana,
10,000 in Illinois, 13,000 in Tennessee, 5,000 in Mississippi and Alabama,
and 5,000 in Michigan—to say nothing of her claim on small portions of
Missouri and Arkansas. This domain is halfas large as the kingdom of
France, and twice as fertile. The Miami canal, connecting Maumee
with Cincinnati, will, with that part of the Wabash and Erie which forms
the common trunk after their junction, be two hundred and thirty-five
miles long. The Wabash and Erie canal, from Maumee to Terre Haute,
will be three hundred miles long. Of this, all but thirty-six miles, at its
northern extremity, will be in operation the present season. By means
of these canals, and the rivers with which they communicate, great part
of this extensive region will enjoy the advantage ofa cheap water trans-
port for its rapidly increasing surplus.

Chicago, on the completion of the Illinois canal, may command, in its
exchange of agricultural for manufactured products, an extent of territory
as large as that controlled by Maumee. Admitting it to be larger, and of
this our readers must judge for themselves, it does not seem to us probable
that within forty-seven years it can even approximate, in population or
wealth, to the comparatively old and well-peopled territory that comes
within the range of the commercial influence of Maumee. We have not
sufficient data on which to calculate the extent of country that will come
under the future commercial power of Chicago. That it is to be very
great, seems probable, from the fine position of that port in reference to
the lake, and an almost interminable country southwest, west, and north,
west of it. An extension of the Illinois canal, to the mouth of Rock river,
seems destined to give her the control of the eastern trade throughout the
whole extent of the upper Mississippi, except what she now has by means
of the Illinois river. She will also probably participate with Maumee in
the lake trade with the Missouri river and St. Louis. On the whole, we
deem Chicago alone, of all the lake towns, entitled to dispute future pre-
eminence with Maumee. The time may come, after the period under
consideration, when the extent and high improvement of the country
making Chicago its mart for commercial operations, may enable it at least
to sustain the second place among the great towns of the North American
valley, if not to dispute pre-eminence with the first.

When we properly consider the future populousness of our great valley;
the tendency of modern improvements to build up large towns; the great
and increasing inclination of population and trade to and through the
lakes, and the decided advantages which Maumee possesses over any other
lake port, we need not fear being over sanguine in anticipating for the
leading town on that port a growth unrivalled by any city whose history
has been recorded.

The conclusions to which we have come, in this and the preceding ar-
ticles on internal trade, are not expected to be universally or generally
acceptable. Many of them run counter to the hopes and preconceived
opinions of too many persons for us to expect that they will be considered
with candor, or judged with impartiality. The facts therein contained
will be encountered with loss alacrity. On these we rely. For these
we ask a dispassionate and fair examination. If other and different con-
clusions are deducible from them than those we have drawn, it would give
us pleasure to acknowledge our error, and correct it. But if, after a
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thorough examination of the subject, we have gone beyond the anticipa-
tions of men, who, with more ability, have bestowed much less thought
on it, let them not condemn merely because our conclusions seem to them
extravagant; but let them examine for themselves, or, if they will not do
that, let them hesitate before they pass a hasty judgment on what we
have investigated with the utmost care, and with an earnest desire to ar-
rive at the truth. J.ow. s.

Art. IIl.—PROGRESS OF POPULATION AND WEALTH IN THE UNITED
STATES, IN FIFTY YEARS.

AS EXHIBITED BY THE DECENNIAD CENSUS TAKEN IN THAT PERIOD.
CHAPTER XVIL.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE INDUSTRIOUS CLASSES.

In 1820, for the first time, the census took an account of the number
of persons who were severally employed in agriculture, commerce, and
manufactures. In the succeeding census, no notice was taken of the oc-
cupations of the people ; but that of 1840 gave a fuller enumeration of
the industrious classes, distinguishing them under the several heads of
mining, agriculture, commerce, manufactures, navigating the ocean, in-
ternal navigation, and the learned professions. The result of each cen-
sus may be seen in the following tables:—

Table I.

Showing the number of persons engaged in Agriculture, Commerce, and Manufactures
in the several States, according to the census of 1820.

STATES AND Agricul-  Com- Manufac- STATES AND Agricul-  Com- Manufac-
TERRITORIES. ture. merce. tures. TERRITORIES. ture. merce. tures.
Maine,............ 55,031 4,297 ISouth Carolina,. 166,707 2,684 6,747
New Hampshire,. 52,384 1,068 (Georgia,......c..... 101,185 2,139 3,557

Vermont,........ 50,951 776

Massachusetts,... 63,460 13,301 Southern States, 718,510 11,883 54,484
Rhode Island,.... 12,559 1,162 6,091

Connecticut,... 50,518 3,581 17,541 Alabama,... 30,642 452 1,412

Mississippi,.. 22,033 294 650
New England S., 284,903 24,185 81,922 Louisiana, 53,941 6,251 6,041
Tennessee, . 101,919 882 7,860
New York,.... 247,648 9,113 60,038 Arkansas,.......... 3,613 79 179
New Jersey,... 40,812 1,830 15,941
Pennsylvania,. 140,801 7,083 60,215 Southwestern S. 212,148 7,958 16,142
Delaware,....... 13,259 533 2,821
Maryland,....... 79,135 4,771 18,640 Kentucky,......... 132,161 1,617 11,779
Dist.of Columbia, 853 312 2,184 Ohio....... .. 110,991 1,459 18,956
Indiana, 61,315 429 3,229
Middle States,... 522,508 23,842 159,839 lllinois,.. 12,395 233 1,007
Missouri,... 14,247 495 1,952

Virginia,............. 276,422 4,509 Michigan,.......... 1,468 392 196
North Carolina,. 174,196 2,551
Northwestern S. 332,577 4,625 37,110

Total of United States,.. 2,070,646 72,493 349,506
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Table Il.

Progress of Population and Wealth in the

Showing the number of persons engaged in Mining, Agriculture, Commerce, Manufac-
tures, Navigating the Ocean, Internal Navigation, and the Learned Professions,
according to the census of 1840.

STATES AND Mlnlng
TERRITORIES.
Maine,....ccccoeuenen. 36
New Hampshire,. 13
Vermont, 77
Massachusetts,.... 499
Rhode Island,.... 35
Connecticut,......... 151
New England S.,. 811
New York,........... 1,898
New Jersey, . 266
Pennsylvania,.. 4,603
Delaware,.... 5
Maryland,.... 320
Dist. of Columbia,
Middle States,.... 7,092
Virginia, ..o 1,995
North Carolina,... 589
South Carolina,... 51
Georgia,.....ccuennne 574
Florida,....cccuunn.. 1
Southern States,.. 3,210
Alabama,.............. 96
Mississippi,........... 14
Louisiana,.... . 1
Arkansas,.... . 41
Tennessee,........... 103
Southwestern S.,. 255
MisSSOUri, ... 742
Kentucky,. 331
Ohio,..... . 704
Indiana,.....ccoeene 233
782
Michigan,............. 40
W isconsin . 794
1OWa, e, 217
Northwestern S.,. 3,843
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ure.

101,630
77,949
73,150
87,837
16,617
56,955

414,138

455,954
56,701
207,533
16,015
72,046
384

808,633

318,771
217,095
198,363
209,383

12,117

955,729

177,439
139,724
79,289
26,355
227,739

650,546

92,408
197,738
272,579
148,806
105,337

56”521

7,047

10,469

890,905

Com-

merce.

2,921
1,379
1,303
8,063
1,348
2,743

17,757

28,468
2,283
15,338
467
3,281
240

50,077

6,361
1,734
1,958
2,428

481

12,962

2,212
1,303
8,549

215
2,217

14,496

2,522
3,448
9,201
3,076
2,506
728
479
355

22,315

Manufac-

Naviga- Internal Learned

ting the iga- fes-
tures. chean. non psﬁgness. Total.
21,879 10,091 539 1,889
17,826 452 198 1,640
13,174 41 146 1,563
85,176! 27,153 372 3,804
21,271 1,717 228 457
27,932 2,700 431 1,697
187,258 42,154 1,914 11,050 675,082
173,193 5,511 10,167 14,111
27,004 1,143 1,625 1,627
105,883 1,815 3,951 6,706
4,060 401 235 199
21,529 717 1,528 1,666
2,278 126 80 203
333,947 9,713 17,586 24,512 1,251,580
54,147 582 2,952 3,866
14,322 327 379 1,086
10,325 381 348 1,481
7,984 262 352 1,250
1,177 435 118 204
87,955 1,987 4,149 7,887 1,073,879
7,195 256 758 1,514
4,151 33 100 1,506
7,565 1,322 662 1,018
1,173 3 39 301
17,815 55 302 2,042
37,899 1,669 1,861 6,381 713,107
11,100 39 1,885 1,469
23,217 44 968 2,487
66,265 212 3,323 5,663
20,590 89 627 2,257
13,185 63 310 2021
6,890 24 166 904
1,814 14 209 259
1,629 13 78 365
144,690 498 7,566 15,425 1,085,242

15,211 3,719,951 117,607 791,749 56,021 33,076 65,255 4,798,870
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Table IlI.

Comparative View of the number of persons employed in Agriculture, Commerce, and
Manufactures, in the fine great divisions of the United States, in 1820 and 1840,
and the relative proportions of each class.

Number of persons employed in Centesimal proportions.
GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS. Total.
Agricul-  Com-  Manufac- Agricul- Com-  Manu-
ture. merce.  tures. ture.  merce. factures.

$1820 284,903 24,185 81,922 391,010 72.8 62 21

New England S... ® 1840 414138 17757 187.258 619153 669 29  30.2
Middle States 1820 522,508 23,842 159.839 706189 74. 3.4  22.6
e 184C 808,633 50,077 333947 1,192.657 67.8 42  28.

1820 718,510 11,883 54,484 784.877 91.6 15 69

Southern States.... 1540 955709 12,962 87.955 1,056.646 905 1 8.3
1820 212,148 7,958 16,142 236,248 898 34 68

Southwestern S.... 14y 50546 14496 37.899 702041 925 4 5.4
1820 332577 4625 37,119 364,321 885 13 102

Northwestern S.,.. 7840 90,005 22315 144.690 1,057.910 842 .,  13.6

1820 2,070,646 72,493 349,506 2.483.645 83.4 2.9 137
Total U. States, 3410 3'719.951 117.607 791.749 4620307 804 25 171

Table IV.

Showing the proportions in which the several industrious classes of the Union, accord-
ing to the census of 1840, are distributed among its great geographical divisions.

Per centage of persons employed in—

GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS. i Total.
Agri-  Com- nu- Naviga- Internal Learn-

M - g
ting the naviga- ed pro
culture. merce. factures. ‘5. = MEd fess{())ns.

Mining.
New England States,........ 53 n.i 151 236 753 58 169 141
Middle States,........ . 467 217 426 422 173 532 376 261
Southern States,..... 211 248 11 111 35 56 121 223
Southwestern States, . 16 185 123 4.8 3. 125 9.8 149
Northwestern States,........ 253 239 19 18.3 9 229 236 226

100.  100. 100. 100. 100. 100. 100.  100.

Table V.

Showing the ratio which the number of persons in the several industrious classes of
each great geographical division of the States bears to the whole population of such
division, according to the census of 1840.

Number of persons employed in—
Whole
GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS Navi Inte | L Ia?orlng
. ~ _ Naviga- Internal Learn- class,
Mining, Agri-  Com- Manu- ingihe haviga- ed pro- as Lto
culture, merce, factures, -
as1lto as1to aslto asito tion, fessions,
aslto aslto aslto

New England States,........ 2755 54 126 12 53 1161 202 331
Middle States,........ 723 6.3 102 153 528 291 209 4.08
Southern States,..... 1038 35 257 379 1677 802 422 301
Southwestern States,. . 8806 3.4 155 56.6 1345 1206 351 3.14
Northwestern States,........ 1075 4.6 185 285 8336 546 267 3.8

1122 458 145 215 304 516 261 3.5
VOL. IX.-—-NO. I. 5
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50 Progress of Population and Wealth in the

It seems, by the preceding tables, that the whole number of persons
employed in agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, bears nearly the
same proportion to the whole population in both enumerations. In
1820, these classes, amounting to 2,483,645 persons, in a population of
9,638,131, were 25.7 per cent of the whole number; and, in 1840, the
same classes amounted to 4,629,307 persons in a population of 17,069,453,
which is 27.1 per cent. If the four classes, then added, be taken into
the estimate, the proportion will be 28 per cent. This proportion must
be regarded as a very large one, when it is recollected that the three
classes in question comprehend a very small number of females, and that
one-half, or very nearly half of the males, are under seventeen years of
age.
gThe proportion of adult males, in the industrious classes of Great
Britain, seems to be nearly the same as in the United States, so far as
we can compare them by means of the very different plans adopted in
the two countries of enumerating those classes by the census. There,
only the males of twenty years of age and upwards are reckoned; whilst
here, all persons employed in the several branches of industry are count-
ed, without distinction of age, sex, or condition.

In 1831, the whole number of males in Great Britain, twenty years of
age and upwards, was 3,944,511, who were thus distributed, according to

the census:—
Employed in agriculture, as occupiers or Iaborers ........ 1,243,057, equal to 31.5 p. cent.

manufactures, ....... e 404,317 / 39.7

in retail trade ppbdmlleraf { b NIV 1,159,867 % :
Laborers, employed in labof. hotagrlcultural .CA. 608,712
SEervants,......cceeees v vreenennns (5r e 1ifj. 78,669 01, 288 «
Capitalists, professional anckother educated men,........ 214 390 j :
Other MAlES, ... et e 235,499)

Tt e e 3,944,511 100.

From this enumeration, it appears that, exclusive of the two last men-
tioned classes, amounting to 449,889 persons, there were 3,494,622 males
above the age of twenty who were engaged in profitable, and, for the
most part, manual occupations ; and, consequently, according to Mr. G.
R. Porter, one of the most accurate statistical writers of that country, the
residue, who were not thus engaged, constitute 114 out of every 1,000
males of twenty years of age ; and if the males included in the army
and navy, and as seamen in registered vessels, be added to the whole
population, the number will be reduced to 106 of every 1,000, or 10.6
per cent.

To ascertain the number of the industrious class in the United States,
correspondent to that in the British enumeration, we must deduct, from
the whole number returned by the census of 1840, the slaves compre-
hended under that class, the free colored persons, the white females, the
white males under twenty years of age, and the professional men, for
none of which deductions, except the last, have we any data at once pre-
cise and authentic. The following conjectural estimate, however, is
probably not wide of the truth. 1. The slaves. As in this part of the
population, both women and children are employed in field labor, espe-
cially in the cotton growing states, we are led to assign to the laboring
class a far greater proportion of the whole number than is usual; but, on
the other hand, that proportion must be greatly reduced when we recol-
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lect that nearly 34 per cent of the whole number are under ten years of
age ; and that much the larger part of the females, as well as a consider-
able number of the males, both adults and boys, are employed as house-
hold servants, who were not reckoned in this part ofthe census. When,
to these deductions, we make a fair allowance for the infirm and super-
annuated, two-fifths of the whole number would seem to be a liberal es-
timate for the slave labor comprehended in the census; and this rough
estimate receives confirmation from a carefid inspection of the returns,
and a comparison between the number of productive laborers in the slave-
holding and other states. 2. The occupations of the free colored being
nearly the same as those of the slaves, we will also deduct two-fifths of
their whole number. 3. The white females. These are rarely employ-
ed in any branch of industry noted in the census, except in the manufac-
tories of cotton, and other woven fabrics. The whole number thus em-
ployed, in doors and out of doors, was, according to the census of 1840,
109,612. If, in some of these establishments, the females are the most
numerous, in others, there are few or none. We will, therefore, suppose
one-half of the whole number to be females. 4. The white males under
txcenty years of age. In the absence of all other data, let us suppose that
the number of this description is equal to the whole number of white
males between fifteen and twenty years of age, (756,022,) after deduct-
ing the scholars attending the colleges and grammar schools, (180,503.)
This would make the boys, comprehended in the industrious classes,
575,519, though the number can scarcely be so great.

If the several deductions be made, in conformity with the preceding
views, the result will be as follows :—

In all the departments of INAUSLIY, ..o persons 4,798,870

Deduct, for two-fifths of the colored population,............. . 1,149,598
* the white females employed in manufactures 54,806
white males under 20 years of age,............ . 575,519
professional MeN, ... 65,255

------------ 1,845,178

The whole number of white males above 20 years of age employed in trade ------------
and manual labor 2,953,692
Now, the whole number of free white males over twenty years of age,

was, by the census of 1840, 3,318,837 ; from which, if the above number
of 2,953,692 be deducted, the difference, which is 365,145, and which
comprehends the professional, the superannuated, and the idle classes, is
equivalent to 110 adult males out of 1,000, or 11 per cent. If, however,
two-fifths bo too large a proportion for the working slaves reckoned in
the census, as many will think, a reduction of their number will, to the
same extent, increase the number of white male laborers, and diminish
the number of the professional and unproductive class. But the propor-
tion ofthis class is not likely to differ much in the two countries ; for, in
truth, nineteen-twentieths of the men in every country are compelled to
work by their hands or their wits for the means of subsistence, suited to
their habits and tastes, and the difference between different countries is
not so much in the quantity of the labor performed, as in its quality and
efficiency.

Whilst all civilized countries are so much alike as to the amount of la-
bor put in requisition to satisfy human wants, they differ very greatly as
to the distribution of that labor among the three principal branches of in-
dustry ; and the difference is very great in this respect, not only between
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the several states, but in the whole United States, in 1820 and 1840. It
is seen by Table IlI, that the proportion of labor employed in agriculture
and commerce had diminished; while that employed in manufactures had,
in twenty years, increased from 13.7 per cent to 17.1 per cent of the
whole. The positive increase in that time was from 349,506 persons
employed in 1820, to 791,749 employed in 1840.

This increase was greatest in the New England states, whose manu-
facturing population had enlarged from 21 per cent, in 1820, to 30.2 per
cent, in 1840; in which time the same class of population had nearly
trebled in Massachusetts, and more than trebled in Rhode Island. In the
southwestern states, alone, the proportion of agriculture had increased;
in all the others it had diminished. In the middle and northwestern, the
proportion employed in commerce experienced a small increase. In sev-
eral of the states, not only was the proportion less in 1840 than it had
been in 1820, but the number of persons actually employed in commerce
was less. This was the case in Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut,
Maryland, and, to a smaller extent, in Delaware, North Carolina, and
South Carolina. Is this falling off to be attributed solely to the loss of
our legitimate share of the West India trade since 1830, or in part, also,
to some difference in the mode of taking the census, by which a part of
the seamen, who, in 1840, were separately numbered, were, in 1820,
reckoned among the persons employed in commerce 1 The first cause
seems quite adequate to the effect produced.

If we suppose that the whole labor of Great Britain is distributed
among the several departments of industry in the same proportions as
the labor of the males above twenty years of age, the difference of dis-
tribution in that country and this is very striking. In that country, agri-
cultural labor is but 31.5 per cent of the whole ; here, it is 77.5 per
cent. In that country, manufactures and trade employ 28.8 per cent of
the whole labor; here, they employ but 18.9 per cent. Each country
employs its industry in that way which is most profitable and best suited
to its circumstances.

Table IV shows how the different departments of productive in-
dustry are distributed among the five great divisions of the states, in cen-
tesimal proportions. Two-thirds of the mining labor is in the middle and
southern states. The southern states stand foremost in agricultural labor,
though they hold but the third rank in population. The middle states
employ the least labor in agriculture, in proportion to their numbers. In
commerce, however, they employ the most, and next to them, the New
England states. The same two divisions take the lead in manufactures,
they contributing nearly two-thirds of the labor employed in this branch
of industry. Three-fourths of the seamen are furnished by New Eng-
land, of which nine-tenths belong to Massachusetts and Maine. More
than half the labor employed in inland navigation is in the middle states,
and, next to them, are the northwestern states.

Of that department of industry which comprehends the learned profes-
sions, and which is at once the best fruit of civilization, and the most
powerful agent of its further advancement, the New England and middle
states have the largest proportion, though there is less diversity in this
than in the other industrious classes.

Of the individual states, New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia em-
ploy the greatest number in mining ; in agriculture, New York, Virginia,
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and Ohio; in commerce, New York, Pennsylvania, Louisiana, and Mas-
sachusetts ; in ocean navigation, next to Massachusetts and Maine, but
far behind, is New York; in internal navigation, New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Ohio, and Virginia furnish 20,000 out of the 30,000 employed.

In Table V, we see the various ratios which the persons employ-
ed in the several branches of industry bear to the whole population in the
several divisions of the states. According to this table, without regard-
ing local diversities, taking the whole United States together, the great
classes of occupation range themselves in the following order, viz:—

agriculture is.......ccceeeceeeeennnns i *
manufactures is. it ﬁ4
COMMErCE iS...ommnenenn. it 145
the learned professions is...... it 261
navigating the ocean... it 304
internal navigation,.. t 516
MANING, e tt 1122

Taking all the employments together, the number engaged is 355 out
of every 1,000 of the whole population ; which implies, on the grounds
already stated, that there can be but a very small proportion of males
who are not occupied in some mode of profitable industry.

CHAPTER XVIII.
EDUCATION.

In addition to the new subjects already mentioned, the census of 1840,
also, for the first time, embraced the statistics of education. For this
purpose, all schools for the instruction of youth were divided into three
classes, viz : 1. Universities or colleges. 2. Academies and grammar
schools. 3. Primary schools; and the number of each description, to-
gether with the number of scholars attending each, in the several states,
were given. It also enumerated the scholars educated at the public
charge in each state, and the number of white persons over twenty years
of age who could not read and write.

Of the many substantial benefits of educating the people, it is scarcely
necessary now to speak ; since, wherever the experiment has been made,
it has been found to favor industry, prudence, temperance, and honesty,
and thus eminently to conduce to the respectability and happiness of a
people. But the motives for giving knowledge a wide diffusion are pe-
culiarly strong in this country, where the people, being the sole source
of political power, all legislation and measures of public policy must, in
a greater or less degree, reflect the opinions and feelings of the great
mass of the community, and be wise and liberal, or weak and narrow-
minded, according to the character of those by whose suffrages authority
is given and is taken away. If the body of the people be not instructed
and intelligent, how can they understand their true interests—how distin-
guish the honest purposes of the patriot from the smooth pretences of the
hypocrite—how feel the paramount obligations of law, order, justice, and
public faith ?

5*
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54 Progress of Population and Wealth in the

Table showing the number of Universities or Colleges, of Academies and Grammar
Schools, of Primary and Common Schools, in the United States, with the number of
Scholars of each description, the number of Scholars at public charge, and the num-
ber of White Persons over 20 years of age who cannot read and writeyaccording to
the census of 1840.

Ur]{yer— S Apadg bri Schotlars

sities tu-  mies rimal al :

AND T?;K:;-EZR.ES_ and de#ts. Grlam’ar Scholars. Schoolg. Scholars. public literate.
colleges. Schools. charge.

Maine,....cccoovvrerncnen 4 266 86 8,477 3,385 164,477 60,212 3,241

New Hampshire,.... 2 433 68 5,799 2,127 83,632 7,715 942

Vermont,.....cooeeee 3 233 46 4,113 2,402 82,817 14,701 2,276

Massachusetts, 4 769 251 16,746 3,362 160,257 158,351 4,448

Rhode Island, 2 324 52 3,664 434 17,355 10,749 1,614

Connecticut,.............. 4 832 127 4,865 1,619 65,739 10,912 52G

New England States, 19 2,857 630 43,664 13,329 574,277262,640 13,041
New YorkK, ... 12 1,285 505 34,715 10593 502,367 27,075 44,452

New Jersey 3 443 66 3,027 1,207 52,583 7,128 6,385
Pennsylvania,. 20 2,034 290 15970 4,978 179,989 73,908 33,940
Delaware,.... 1 23 20 764 152 6,924 1,571 4,832
Maryland,........ccco.... 12 813 133 4,289 565 16,851 6,624 11,817
District of Columbia, 2 224 26 1,389 29 851 482 1,033
Middle States,......... 50 4,822 1,040 60,154 17,514 741,565 116,788 102,459
Virginia,....cooeeeneene 13 1,097 382 11,083 1,561 35331 9,791 58,787

2 158 141 4,398 632 14,937 124 56,609
1 168 117 4,326 566 12,520 3,524 20,615

North Carolina,.
South Carolina,

Georgia,..cccoeneereeenen. 1 622 176 7,878 601 15,561 1,333 30,717
Florida,...c.cccoevvvvnnee. 18 732 51 925 14 1,303
Southern States,...... 27 2,045 834 28,417 3,411 79,274 14,786 168,031
Alabama,....ccccoeeuen. 2 152 114 5,018 639 16,243 3,213 22,592
Mississipp 7 454 71 2553 382 8,236 107 8,360
Louisiana,........c....... 12 989 52 1,995 179 3,573 1,190 4,861

8 300 113 2,614 6 567
TEenNessee, ... 8 492 152 5,539 983 25,090 6,907 58,531

Southwestern States, 29 2,087 397 15,405 2,296 55,756 11,417 100,911

Missouri,.. 6 495 47 1,926 642 16,788 526 19,457
Kentucky, 10 1,419 116 4,906 952 24,641 429 40,018
Ohio,..... 18 1,717 73 4310 5,186 218,609 51,812 35394
Indiana, 4 322 54 2946 1521 48,189 6,929 38,100
Hlinois,.... 5 311 42 1,967 1,241 34,876 1,683 27,502
Michigan,.... 5 158 12 485 975 29,701 998 2,173

2 7 1,937 315 1701

1 25 63 1,500 1,118

Northwestern States, 48 4,222 347 16,630 10,657 376,241 62,692 165,463
Total,....ccoeuenee 173 16,233 3,248 164,270 47,207 1,845,113 468,323 1549,905
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Table showing the Ratio which the number of College Students, of Scholars in the
Grammar Schools and in the Primary Schools, and the number of the llliterate in
each State bear to the white population of such State.

Rat. towhite pop. of sch.in Rat. to white pop. of sch. in

STATES AND Ratio to STATES AND Ratio to
TERRITORIES. llliter’e. TERRITORIES. Iliter’e.
Col- Gram. Primary Col-  Gram. Primary
leges. Schools. Schools. leges. Schools. Schools.

Aslto Aslto Aslto Aslto Aslto Aslto Aslto Aslto
1883  59. 3. 154, 381 302 214

N. Hamp.,.. 656 488 3.4 300.
Vermont,.... 1250 70.8 35 128. Southern S., 939 675 242 114

Massachus.,. 948 435 45 164.
R. Island,... 326 28.8 6. 65.4 Alabama,.... 2205 66.8 20.6 14.8
Connecticut, 362 62.6 4.6 574. Mississippi,. 394 701 217 214
160 794 443 326
N.Engl’'dS. 774 50.6 3.8 169.6 258. 296 118
Tennessee,. 1302 115. 25.5 10.9

New York, 1851 685 47 535

New Jersey, 793 116. 6.7 55 S'western S. 666 90.2 249 137
Pennsylvan. 825 105. 93 494
Delaware,... 2546  76.6 8.4 121 Missouri,.... 654 168. 193 16.6
Maryland,... 391 743 169 26.9 Kentucky,. 416 120. 239 147
Dist. of Col., 136 2.2 36.6 29.6 Ohio...... 874 348. 6.8 424
2107 233 14 17 ft
Middles.,... 998  80. 65 47. lllinois,...... 1518 240! 135 17.1
Michigan,... 1382 436. 71 973
Virginia, — 678 609 20.9 12.6  Wisconsin,. 473. 159 18
3662 110. 324 8.5 1717. 286 384
S. Carolina,. 1542 599 20.7 125
Georgia, .... 655 517 26.2 13,2 N’west’'n S, 912 231. 102 233
| Total,... 874 86.37 7.69 25.27

The preceding table shows that the number of college students amounts
to somewhat more than a nine-hundreth part of the white population;
that the scholars of the academies and grammar schools are ten times as
numerous as the college students ; that the scholars of the primary schools
are near twelve times as numerous as the last; and that the scholars of
every description are equal to just one-seventh of the white population.
The relative numbers, distributed in centesimal proportions, would be as
follows—

COlIEGE STUABNES, ..ttt 0.8 per cent
Scholars in grammar schools, . 8.1 “
“ PriMary SChOOIS,.......ccceririirree e 911 “
100.

If the free colored be added to the white population, in consideration
of that class furnishing a proportion of the scholars in the primary schools,
the proportion which each description of scholars bears to the free popu-
lation would be thus reduced, viz: college students, as 1to 8.98; scho-
lars in grammar schools, as 1 to 88.T¥; scholars in primary schools, as
1to 7.t\ ; and the scholars of every description, as 1to 7JJ-.

The diversity among the states, as to the proportion of scholars, is prin-
cipally in those of the primary schools. In the number of college stu-
dents, no division of the states has greatly above or below the average
of 1 to 874 of the white population; and in the scholars of the gram-
mar schools, the northwestern states differ widely from the other divisions.
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But in the primary, or elementary schools, the proportion in New Eng-
land is nearly double that of the middle states, nearly three times that
of the northwestern states, and between six and seven times as great as
those of the southern and southwestern states. The difference as to the
number of illiterate, is yet greater. If the other divisions be compared
with New England, the number who cannot read and write is three and
a half times as great in the middle states; seven times as great in the
northwestern states; twelve times in the southwestern states ; and near-
ly fifteen times in the southern states.

These diversities are attributable to several causes, but principally to
the difference in density of numbers, and in the proportion of town popu-
lation. In athinly-peopled country, it is very difficult for a poor man to ob-
tain schooling for his children, either by his own means, or by any means
that the state is likely to provide ; but where the population is dense, and
especially in towns, it is quite practicable to give to every child the rudi-
ments of education without onerously taxing the community. This is al-
most literally true in all the New England states and New York, and is
said to be the case in the kingdom of Prussia. It is true that, in the
northwestern states, and particularly those which are exempt from slaves,
the number of their elementary schools is much greater than that of the
southern or southwestern states, although their population is not much
more dense ; but, besides that, the settlers of those states, who were most-
ly from New England or New York, brought with them a deep sense of
the value and importance of the schools for the people ; they were better
able to provide such schools, in consequence of their making their settle-
ments, as had been done in their parent states, in townships and villages.
We thus see that Michigan, which has but a thin population even in the
settled parts of the state, has schools for nearly one-seventh of its popu-
lation. The wise policy pursued first in New England, and since by the
states settled principally by their emigrants, of laying off their territory
into townships and of selling all the lands of a portion before those of
other townships are brought into market, has afforded their first settlers
the benefits of social intercourse and of co-operation. In this way, they
were at once provided with places of worship, and with schools adapted
to their circumstances.

The census also shows a great difference among the states, as to the
number of scholars at public charge ; but this difference is owing princi-
pally to the different modes in which they have severally provided for
popular instruction. In some, the primary schools are supported by a
tax, as Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont; in others,
by a large public fund, as in Connecticut, Virginia, and some others ; and
others, again, partly by the public treasury, and partly by private contri-
bution's in New York. In both the last cases, the children are not con-
sidered as educated at the public expense, though the difference between
them and the first class of cases is essentially the same, so far as regards
the public bounty.

Of the three descriptions of schools, the elementary, by their great
number, seem to be far the most deserving of consideration, if we look
merely to their direct influence on individuals ; but if we regard the po-
litical and general effects of each, it is not easy to say which contributes
most to the well-being of the community. The primary schools give in-
struction and improvement to the bulk of the voters, the great reservoir
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of political power. The grammar schools educate that class whose views
and feelings mainly constitute public opinion on all questions of national
policy, legislation, and morals, and who thus give political power its par-
ticular directions. It is from the least numerous class—the collegiate—
that the most efficient legislators, statesmen, and other public function-
aries are drawn, as well as those professional men who take care of the
health, the rights, and the consciences of men.

There is another important class of instructors of which the census
takes no separate notice, that is, the ministers of religion, who, once a
week or oftener, besides performing the rites of worship, each according
to the modes of his sect, indoctrinate large congregations in articles of
faith, and inculcate man’s religious and moral duties. The number of
ministers of every denomination was computed to exceed 20,000, at the
taking of the last census, and the deeply interesting character of the top-
ics on which they treat gives to this class of teachers a most powerful in-
fluence over the minds of men ; but fortunately it is so divided by the mu-
tual counteractions of rival sects, that it can no longer upheave the foun-
dations of civil society, or seriously affect the public peace ; yet the influ-
ence of the ministers over their respective followers is rather enhanced
than diminished by the rivalry of different sects, and the more as they are
all improving in information and oratorical talent. They now bear away
the palm of eloquence, both from the bar and the deliberative assemblies.
If this vast moral power spends its force yet oftener on speculative subtil-
ties, than on awakening emotion or influencing conduct; if it aims, in a word,
more to teach men what to think, than how to feel or to act, this cir-
cumstance affords, perhaps, as much matter of congratulation as regret,
when we recollect how easy the pure, mild, and healthy influence which
religion might exert, and which we sometimes see it exert, could be con-
verted into bitter intolerance and the excesses of wild fanaticism.

There is yet another source of popular instruction—the periodical press
—which is noticed by the census as a branch of manufacturing industry,
and which is exclusively occupied, not only with worldly affairs, but with
the events of the passing hour. It keeps every part of the country in-
formed of all that has occurred in every other, that is likely to touch men’s
interests or their sympathies—volcanoes, earthquakes, tempests, conflagra-
tions, and explosions. Nor, in attending to the vast, does it overlook the
minute. No form of human suffering escapes its notice, from the miseries
of war, pestilence, and famine, to the failure of a merchant, or the loss of
a pocket-book. Every discovery in science or art, every improvement in
husbandry or household economy, in medicine or cosmetics, real or sup-
posed, is immediately proclaimed, as are all achievements in any pursuit
of life, whether in catching whales or shooting squirrels, or in riding, run-
ning, jumping, or walking. There scarcely can be an overgrown ox or
hog make its appearance on a farm, or even an extraordinary apple or
turnip, but their fame is heralded through the land. Here we learn every
legislative measure, from that which establishes a tariff to that which gives
a pension—every election or appointment, from a president to a postmas-
ter—the state of the market, the crops, and the weather. Not a snow is
suffered to fall, or a very hot or very cold day to appear, without being
recorded. We may here learn what every man in every city pays for his
loaf or his beefsteak, and what he gives, in fact, for almost all he eats,
drinks, and wears. Here, deaths and marriages, crimes and follies, fash-
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ions and amusements, exhibit the busy, ever-changing drama of human life.
Here, too, we meet with the speculations of wisdom and science, the effu-
sions of sentiment, and the sallies of wit; and it is not too much to say,
that the jest that has been uttered in Boston or Louisville, is, in little more
than a week, repeated in every town in the United States: or that the
wisdom or the pleasantry, the ribaldry or the coarseness, exhibited in one
of the halls of Congress, is made by the periodical press to give pleasure
or distaste to one hundred thousand readers.

Nor is its agency limited to our own concerns. It has eyes to see, and ears
to hear, all that is said and done in every part of the globe—and the most
secluded hermit, if he only takes a newspaper, sees, as in a telescope, and
often as in a mirror, everything that is transacted in the most distant re-
gions ; nor can any thing memorable befall any considerable part of our
species, that it is not forthwith communicated, with the speed of steam, to
the whole civilized world.

The newspaper press is thus a most potent engine, both for good and
evil. It too often ministers to some of our worst passions, and lends new
force to party intolerance and party injustice.

Incenditque animum dictis, atque aggeratiras.

But its benefits are incalculably greater. By communicating all that is
passing in the bustling world around us, whether it be little or great, virtue
or crime, useful or pernicious, pleasurable or painful, without those exag-
gerations and forced congruities which we meet with in other forms of lit-
erature, it imparts much of the same just knowledge of men and things as
experience and observation. Its novelties give zest to life. It affords oc-
cupation to the idle, and recreation to the industrious. It saves one man
from torpor, and relieves another from care. Even in its errors, it uncon-
sciously renders a homage to virtue, by imputing guilt to those it attacks, and
praising none to whom it does not impute merit and moral excellence.
Let us hope that it will, in time, without losing any of its usefulness, less
often offend against good taste and good manners, and show more fairness
in political controversy.

According to the census of 1840, there were then in the United States
138 daily newspapers, 1,142 issued weekly, and 125 twice or thrice a
week, besides 227 other periodical publications. Such a diffusion of intel-
ligence and information as there numbers, has never existed in any other
country or age.

Art. IV.—THE PROTECTIVE SYSTEM.
NUMBER 1I.
ITS EXPEDIENCY AND NECESSITY.

In our first number, we attempted to show that the doctrine of protec-
tion was designed not so much for the rich, as for the poor—not for the
capitalist, but for the laborer ; and that this doctrine was interwoven with
our institutions, so that the object for which our government was formed
could not be secured without its exercise. We also attempted to show,
and we think succeeded in showing, that this doctrine was free from all
constitutional objections. It was there seen that the power to “ lay du-
ties” was restrained by nothing but the “general welfare” of the coun-
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try, and that this general welfare required the exercise of the protective
principle. It was also clearly shown that the phrase, “to regulate com-
merce,” engrafted upon the constitution, was understood by the people to
include the power “to encourage manufactures”—that this meaning of
the phrase was settled by the usage of all nations, and particularly by the
usage of the states under the confederation ; and that, when this power
was granted to Congress, it was understood by the framers of the consti-
tution, and by the people who ratified it, that the commercial power thus
granted included the power to foster our own industry, and protect our
manufacturing interests. It was further shown that the first Congress
which assembled under the constitution, composed of many of the distin-
tinguished statesmen who framed the constitution, and who were members
of the state conventions where that instrument was ratified—that this
Congress were unanimous in the opinion that the constitution gave fiill
power in the premises; and that they passed a protective tariff bill, set-
ting forth, in the preamble, that duties were imposed “ for the discharge
of the debt of the United States, and/or the encouragement and pi-oiection
of manufactures.” It was likewise shown that this cotemporaneous con-
struction of the constitution, given by its authors, had been acquiesced in
by all departments of the government, for more than half a century; that
every President and every Congress had given it their support; and that
there had never been a moment, since the passage of the first tariff by
the first Congress, when protection had not been the law of the land.

From this view of the argument, | think it will be seen that whatever
may be thought of the expediency, there can be no doubt of the constitu-
tionality of protection.

The propriety of sustaining our own interests, and fostering our own
industry, is so obvious, that little need be said upon the subject, further
than to answer some of the principal objections which have been made
against this policy. But before we consider these objections, it may be
well to take a passing notice of the doctrine of “ free trade,” which is
put forth at the present day with some degree of confidence. And what
is this boasted doctrine of free trade 1 If it means anything which is in-
telligible, it means that all duties on imports should be removed; and that
all laws and treaties which secure any advantage to our own commerce
and shipping, over that of other nations, should be annulled. In a word,
this doctrine goes on the ground that an American Congress shoulrj*»"j>,
to legislate for the American people, and legislate for the world,
not say that the advocates of free trade avow this, or that this is their
design; but | do say that their principles involve this idea—and if they
were carried out to their full extent, such would be the practical result.
The doctrine of free trade also implies “direct taxation ;” and the advo-
cate of it must, to be consistent, maintain that all the burdens of the gov-
ernment should be borne by a direct tax upon the people.

Now who is prepared for this? Who is willing that all restrictions
should be removed from our commerce, and that no preference should be
given to American, over foreign productions1 The most numerous class
of free trade men will probably be found among our merchants, and those
engaged in.the navigating interest. They maintain that all restrictive
tariffs impair our commerce, and hence should be removed. But while
they are pleading for free trade for others, they are enjoying protection for
themselves. From the establishment of the government to the present
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time, a preference has been given to American shipping. A duty on
tonnage, for the express purpose of securing our own carrying trade to
our own shipping, was imposed by the first Congress ; and other provis-
ions have been added, from time to time, seeking the same end. We are
far from objecting to these provisions ; we contend that they are wise and
proper—that, in our navigation and coasting trade, there should be a
preference given to American bottoms. But it is totally inconsistent for
those who are enjoying this protection to advocate free trade. It would
seem, however, that, like many other theorists, they hate the doctrine
for others—not for themselves. Great Britain, since the days of Adam
Smith, has been for free trade in theory; but whenever she has been
called upon to carry this doctrine into practical effect, she has always felt
herself “ free” to adopt such regulations as were the most productive of
her own interests, regardless of the interests of other nations. And so
of our commercial men, who advocate free trade. They demand protec-
tion for themselves, but deny it to others. Is it not so? Are those con-
cerned in navigation willing that all laws imposing duties on foreign
tonnage should be repealed, and that foreigners be permitted to compete
with them for our carrying and coasting trade ? Are the ship-builders
disposed to yield the protection which is extended to them? Until they
are disposed to give up the advantages which they derive from our legis-
lation, the cry of “free trade” comes from them with an ill grace.

There is another class of free trade men, who shrink from the neces-
sary corollary, direct taxation. They would have all duties on imports
repealed, and hence all revenue from that source cut off; but, at the same
time, they would not consent to impose a direct tax upon the people ! Now
I should like to know what such men would have ? If they are in favor
of free trade, let them come up to the work like men, and provide the
means for carrying on the government by a direct tax. But they tell u's
that they are in favor of a tariff for revenue ; that they go for a 20 per
cent horizontal rate of duty. But what can be more absurd than this ?
Opposed to all restrictions upon commerce, and at the same time in favor
of a duty of 20 per cent upon all articles! This is as far removed from
free trade, as our present system. During the last commercial year, the
free articles imported into the country exceeded $66,000,000—being but
a traction short of one-half of our foreign imports ; and if to these xve

articles paying less than 20 per cent, it would amount to consid-
tffude more than one-half of our entire imports. Now, according to
this notion of unrestricted commerce, one-half of all our imports which
are now free, or nearly so, are to be embarrassed by a duty of 20 per
cent; and this is called “ free trade !”

I mention these things, to show the extremes into which the advocates
of free trade are compelled to go. Beginning with a system which is
totally impracticable, they are compelled to have recourse to almost every
subterfuge to defend it. The fact is, free trade is impossible in the nature
of things; and an attempt to adopt it would be destructive of our best
interests.

Suppose we should at once repeal our tariff of duties, and blot from our
statute-book every act which gives a preference to American shipping—
would this constitute free trade ? Take our commerce with England for
example. We open all our ports to her, and receive her commodities
free of duty. What treatment do we receive from her in return ? Does
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she open her ports, and admit our staples free of duty ? No—in her re-
vised tariff of 1842, she imposes a duty which, if carried out ad valorem,
would amount to the following rates :—Salted beef, 59 per cent; bacon,
109 per cent; butter, 70 per cent; Indian corn, average, 30 per cent;
flour, average, 30 per cent; rosin, 75 per cent; sperm oil, 33 per cent;
sperm candles, 33 per cent; tobacco, unmanufactured, 1,000 per cent;
tobacco, manufactured, 1,200 per cent; salted pork, 33 per cent; soap,
200 per cent; spirits from grain, 500 per cent; spirits from molasses,
1,600 per cent.
Here is the free trade which Great Britain extends tous. She imposes
such duties as her own interest requires. It is an absurdity to talk of
free trade, unless it is reciprocated. Opening our ports to Great Britain,
and admitting her commodities duty free, while she pursues her present
policy, is far from constituting what can with any propriety be called free
reciprocal commerce. But there is a sort of looseness in the phrase,
“ free trade,” which renders this discussion embarrassing. The advocates
of this doctrine do not tell us with sufficient precision what they mean by
the phrase. If they mean that we should take off all restrictions from
commerce, whether other nations do or not, it is one thing; but if they
mean that we should do it towards those nations which will reciprocate
the favor, is quite another thing. But the phrase must imply a trade
which ite mutually beneficial, or it must not. If it does not imply a trade
thht isxAutually unrestricted Sjnd Imjutusjlly bengficijilj that is a gosd.rgaison
.»Jw'rejting it. | have notemads sufficient proficiency;.in,the,science of
political;! non-resistance, to advocate, a, system of .trade which enriches
otherlnations by impoverishing us.,'--I ijann,ot consent to open our ports,
-'duty free, to those nations which throw every embarrassment in the way
our commerce. My political creed doesi>ot.-require me to love other
nations better than my own. But if free Gadp implies a trade mutually
advantageous, | am willing to adopt it; but this can never be done by
taking off all commercial restrictions. If the trade is to be mutually ben-
eficial, it must not only imply a reciprocity in commercial regulations, but
a similarity in condition. The position of one nation may give her such an
advantage, that the removal of all commercial restrictions would enable
her to swallow up all others. Great Britain has, in her manufactures, “ so
got the start of the majestic world,” that she is able “to bear the palm
alone.” The same rate of duty which she requires to protect her manufac-
tures, would be no protection to us. She has other advantages, besides the
perfection of her manufactures. As compared with us, she is densely pop-
ulated ; the capital there employed is not worth more than two-thirds as
much as it is in this country, and labor can be had there for one-third of
what it costs here. Now, under these circumstances, a removal of all com-
mercial restrictions would operate to her advantage, and to our injury. The
English manufacturer, owing to the low price of iron for his machinery, the
reduced rate of interest, the cheapness of labor, and other causes, can prepare
his mill for operation some twenty per cent less than the manufacturer in this
country; and after it is in operation, his labor will cost him less than half the
sum the American manufacturer would be compelled to give. The mutual
repeal of all duties on manufactured goods, would be the ruin of our manu-
factures ; and, in fact, bring labor in this country down to the low price given
in Europe. And the same would be true of our shipping interest. Remove
the protection given to this interest, and England would do our carrying and
VOL. xx.— no. i. 6
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coasting business for us, at the ruin of our shipping interest.  Unrestrained
trade between us and Great Britain would be like free intercourse between
the wolf and the lamb.  In both cases, the stronger would devour the other.

And what is true of Great Britain, is substantially true of France and
Germany. The low rate of interest, and the cheapness of labor, give them
a decided advantage over us in their manufactures ; and unrestrained com-
merce between them and us would redound to their advantage, and to our
injury. We, as a nation, are peculiarly situated. We are separated from
the old world by distance, and by the nature of our institutions. Our lead-
ing characteristic is, that our citizens are freemen, and are laborers. The
nature of our institutions tends to elevate the working classes, and to secure
to the laborer an ample remuneration for his toil. This raises the price of
labor—it makes the laborer a man. So long as we maintain this, our na-
tional characteristic, by protecting our own industry, our country will be
prosperous. But let the pleasing but delusive doctrine of free trade obtain
in our land—Iet that policy under which we have grown up and prospered,
be abandoned, and let us open our ports to the fabrics of those nations
whose hardy laborers can obtain but a shilling a day, and board themselves,
and it requires no spirit of prophecy to predict the embarrassment and dis-
tress which would ensue. When our navigators are driven from the ocean,
and our manufacturers and mechanics from their mills and their work-
shops, and all are compelled to cultivate the soil, the beauties of free trade
would Jse realize”.;' Mfe njight'haye agjiou'tural products, but we should
havV liainfafkaf.f .jBjeing#0epepi!lejij t?ppft other nations for many of the
comforts “of life, arid atj;he same time deprived of a market for our produce,
we should be tpifnpejlqd'tdttoil foria '/pore pittance, and should, like Tan-
talus in the fafittf, {)driSn‘in tke midst ofagricultural plenty.

But it seems unnecessary,t£ depict the evils of free trade, as there is not
the least prospect of hi b,eing, adopted, unless we blindly open our ports to
those nations which close theirs against us. The new tariff of Great Bri-
tain, which has been hailed as an approach to free trade, does not prac-
tically make the same amount of reduction 