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JULY, 1840.

Art. L —MERCANTILE CHARACTER.

T he germination and growth of mercantile library companies in the!
principal cities of this country, furnish the philanthropist with hopes for the
perpetuity of our government, which nothing else so reasonably could
excite. Indeed, we are loth to limit the favorable influence which these
institutions must have upon the progress of our young yet flourishing con-
federacy. In a work so closely allied in its spirit as is this to all that ren-
ders these companies beneficial and useful— one whose object and duty it
is to keep pace with their progress— it will seem like repetition here to dis-
course fully upon the subject. To one point, however, it is interesting to
glance, since the subject is more than ordinarily pleasing to those who are
anxious for the elevation of the character of merchants—a class of men,
which, from the nature and newness of the American government, for an
exceedingly long period must rank, through its numbers, influence, and
dominant concentration in cities, higher than any other. W e allude to the
employment, at stated periods, of the ablest logicians, scholars, and moral-
ists, through discourses upon the multifarious topics which the position of
our mercantile citizens suggests. Already has it been our pleasure, in
these pages, to record the names of many of these, while, occasionally, we
have been instrumental in diffusing from one end of the country to the other,
the thoughts at first presented by their originators only to a limited circle.

Of the many lectures which have been delivered during the last season,
the subject of no one has been more important than that which has been
treated by the Hon. John Sergeant, and which was pronounced before the
Mercantile Library Company of Philadelphia, in that city,-on the first of'
November last; subsequently, by request, before the Mercantile Library
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10 Mercantile Character.

Association of New York; and which we now publish. The topics em-
braced in it will commend themselves to the intelligence of the community,
as surely as the favor of the author in allowing us to give publicity to his
production is appreciated. The suggestions to which a perusal of the lec-
ture will give rise, also, may be used advantageously by those who are
seeking to form a character for usefulness and goodness, for it is impos-
sible for any one to read it without perceiving the importance of thought

upon many themes which are therein but incidentally touched. *“ Inor-
dinate self-gratification,” for instance, is one of the phrases which will be
met with. What a text does it furnish! It is the whirlpool in which many

a proud vessel is sucked and lost. A desire to be fashionable is the off-
spring of it. The young merchant who is ambitious to be bravejn house-
hold display and equipage— to ape his wealthier and elder neighbor— may
see his folly when it is too late to repent. His seat in the country may
cause his bankruptcy, when that fashion, if unfollowed, might have emi-
nently contributed to his solvency. On this point, however, we may in-
troduce the remarks of a celebrated essayist: “ |1 would advise the merchant
who would live with real dignity, to make the city respectable, if he does
not find it so, by displaying his wealth in it. Worthy conduct, with a
noble fortune, will aggrandize any place. Adorn that place in which it is
your lot to be fixed. Where, indeed, ought men to expend their opulence
more readily than where it was amassed, where their characters are well
known, and their virtues valued 1 Many evils result from this general
emigration. The influence of good example is lost among the numerous
tribe of clerks and journeymen who are the rising generation of merchants,
but whose morals are early tainted with the foulest infection, by running
after those pleasures which their superintendent appears to pursue. They
are led to despise that city and those manners which their master avoids.
When the rich and respectable leave it, who are to fill its magistracies and
its councils ? The lower orders, destitute of education and of liberal views,
are thrust forward into office by nothing but their own pragmatical activity.
No wonder a corporation has lost its influence and sullied its honors, when
those who stand forth as its leaders are the meanest of its members. The
opulent and most consequential have packed up their effects as soon as
they have acquired all they wanted, and have left the pillaged city to stand
or fall, as it may happen. A time has been when merchants only retired
to their villas when they had accumulated their fortunes ; they now begin
with a villa, as if it were as necessary as a warehouse ; and end with
bankruptcy as naturally, as unreluctantly, and as unblushingly, as if it had
been the object of their pursuit. Distress and difficulty excite meanness
and artifice ; fraud and injustice soon follow ; and the dignity of the mer-
chant is soon sunk in the scandalous appellation of a swindler. The fall
of the eminent trader involves many in the misfortune. His wife and
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Mercantile Character. 11

children are reduced from a life of splendor and luxury to indigence and
obscurity; to a state which they bear less patiently, because they have
been accustomed to indulge their vanity and pride without control. Vice
and every species of misery are increased by this imprudent conduct in
his own family, and poverty brought into the houses of his inferior assist-
ants, or dependants, who have either intrusted him with their money or
labor unrepaid.”

This is a picture drawn from life— what it represents daily occurs, and
the whole of it is occasioned by the merchant’'s departure from his natural
and his most becoming character. In order to resume that character, let
him consider what virtues his way of life particularly requires. He will
find them to be industry, honesty, and frugality. *“ Dare to be what you
are,” is a rule which, if observed, would secure to men that happiness of
which the greater part never see any thing but the phantom,— the cloud in
the place of the goddess! The great source of mercantile miscarriage is,
that the merchant usually begins in a mode of life which should naturally
adorn a successful conclusion. He begins with a rural retreat, and with
expensive relaxations; with those pleasures which should, in the regular
course, be reserved as the reward of his toils and the comfort of his age.
He spends his active days in superfluous and unsatisfactory indulgence,
and dooms the winter of life to want, to neglect, to a prison, or to an
almshouse.

With these remarks we introduce the lecture to which we have already
referred, having curtailed it only of a few introductory observations intended
chiefly for those before whom it was pronounced.

“ Commercial character is a theme of vast importance. The commer-
cial class, without attempting a more precise description, may be said to
include all those who stand between the producer and the consumer, and
in any way aid in the circulation and exchanges of mankind. What a large
class itis! How great a space it occupies! What an influence it has
upon our social condition, and upon the moral tone of the community!
From the smallest establishment in the interior, where an assortment is
kept of every kind of wares, seemingly the most incongruous— foreign and
domestic, for health and for sickness, for the animal and for the intellec-
tual nature— food, raiment, books, medicine, and all other commodities
likely to be wanted at this the last stage of distribution, and where, too,
commerce is still in its elementary state, being carried on in part by bar-
ter; from this little country bazaar, up to the storehouses of the great ship,
ping merchant, and the offices of the money operators, where the large
concerns of trade are managed, through all the intermediate stages, what a
quantity there is of machinery, and what an anxrunt. of human agency, in-
cessantly at work! It pervades all society; it is the overpowering em-
ployment ; it meets you every where—on the land and on the water. The
lofty spar and the white sail, soliciting the impulsive power of the wind,
the slow-moving boat, the rapid steamer, with its column of dark smoke
spangled with stars of fire, the lumbering wagon and the flying car— these,
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12 Mercantile Character.

and thousands besides, are the implements of commerce, perpetually in
motion, and making the civilized world vocal with their mighty din. And
who, and what, are the human agents engaged in this pervading employ-
ment? They are our countrymen, our fellow-citizens, our fathers, brothers,
sons— nay, our sisters and our daughters, too; for females, whom Chris-
tian civilization every where exalts, find becoming and fit occupation in
many of its multifarious departments. Merchants are spread over the
land. They stand especially on the margin of the ocean, and reaching
out their hands to distant regions, form the chief connecting link with other
nations and people; so that, while by their weight, their numbers, and the
wealth they manage, they powerfully influence society at home, they in a
great measure stamp the impression of its character abroad. Are they
just, faithful, true to their engagements, obedient to the principles of sound
morality, prudent, industrious, in a word, wise in true wisdom, which
teaches to seek lawful ends by lawful and honorable means, and to spurn
all others, however tempting; are they such, they give a good name to
their country and to their city, and impart the fragrance of their well-
earned reputation to all around them. The very air seems perfumed by
their virtue. Should they, unhappily, be the reverse of all this— faithless,
heedless, rash, eager in the pursuit of gain, and regardless of the methods
of reaching it, they dishonor and disgrace their neighborhood, and shed
upon it the odium of their own misconduct. Nor will such misconduct
fail to poison and corrupt the community they live in. Dishonesty and
trick in the commercial class must lead to dishonesty and trick in those
who deal with them. If the seller employ stratagem and art to deceive
the buyer, the buyer will resort to stratagem and art in self-defence, until
at length the point of honor will be who can most successfully deceive
and cheat his neighbor. And such will be found to be the state of things
wherever a relaxed commercial morality is allowed to exist. Indeed, in
the best-regulated community, if there be any one branch of dealing, in
which there is, or is supposed to be, dishonesty on the part of the sellers,
you will soon discern that buyers begin to fortify their wits for an en-
counter of cunning, not to say knavery, and so far suffer themselves to be
demoralized. Exactly as this spirit extends himself, does the business
affected by it approach to gambling, and assume the features of that ghastly
and consuming vice. When it prevails intensely and extensively, we call
it a mania; and so it certainly is. We may call it folly; but remember
there is this difference between madness and idiocy, that while the mad-
man is an idiot, or worse, in choosing the end he labors for, he is a ser-
pent in devising the means for its attainment. Madness, too, has another
characteristic, which 1 believe belongs to it in all its forms, but certainly
never fails to be its associate in some degree when we bring it upon our-
selves by vicious indulgence of any kind whatever,— it disorders and per-
verts the affections. The love of kindred and near and dear connections,
is turned first to indifference and then to hate. Even the instinctive love
of life yields to its destroying power; and if disease be not swift enough
in its sure approaches, the work is hastened by self-murder. For, in this
form of what we call madness, there is not a total eclipse, as in that un-
happy condition into which we are liable to fall in the course of Providence.
There is darkness ; but there is light, too, to make the darkness manifest—
an accusing and avenging light, which forces itself, in spite of all resist-
ance, upon the aching vision, and compels it to behold the hideous ruin
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Mercantile Character. 18

which vice has made. The habitual drunkard knows, and keenly feels,
his own degradation. The habitual gambler, in his heart, does homage to
the righteous judgment which pronounces him a leper, and makes him an
outcast. And so, too, (in a less degree let it be admitted— for we must
not omit even here to make a just discrimination,) he who falls into the
delirium of any other intoxication, of any inordinate excitement, by the
indulgence of passion and appetite, will find his head overcharged with
consuming heat, while his heart is robbed of its due warmth, and become
cold to the noble promptings of justice, mercy, and charity. His faculties
are devoted to self, but with a sinister and treacherous wisdom. He sur-
renders his peace of mind, sacrifices his contentment and self-approbation,
is blind to the beauties, and deafto the harmony of this wonderful creation,
and even insensible to the tranquil comforts of the appointed day of rest—
restless, joyless, feverish, and as if an incubus were upon his breast, only
to be relieved by a rude shock, compelling his overladen nature to become
conscious of life. And if he stumble in his headlong course, (as he pro-
bably will,) who pities his fall ? who cheers his attempts to rise ? “ Wisdom
for a man’s self,” says Lord Bacon, “ is in many branches thereof a de-
praved thing. * * * But that which is specially to be noted is, that
those which, as Cicero says of Pompey, sui amanies sine rivali, are many
times unfortunate. And, whereas they have all their time sacrificed to
themselves, they become in the end themselves sacrifices to the incon-
stancy of fortune, whose wings they thought by their self-wisdom to have
pinioned.”

But let us proceed more directly to the subject we have proposed to
consider— that is, Commercial Character. The first element in this char-
acter,— the most important, the indispensable one, is integrity,— stern,
steadfast, unvarying integrity,— a universal conscientiousness, which never
fails, and never falters, and never yields, but is actively and watchfully
predominant in the whole conduct— which asserts and maintains its empire
in every transaction of life, and will not submit to any invasion of its right-
ful authority. Admitted, some one will perhaps say; all this is true, and
beyond dispute ; but is not integrity essential to good character in every
individual, and if it be, why insist upon it especially in commercial char-
acter ? It is certainly quite clear, as the question seems to import, that
every man should be honest. Nor is there any merit in being so, but a
deep and dark reproach in being otherwise. Shakspeare, who understood
our nature well, has said, that “ to be honest, as this world goes, is to be
one man among ten thousandand it may be that a lantern in the day-
light is as necessary now to find an honest man as it was some thousands
of years ago. Still we have higher authority than Shakspeare’'s, and a
better light than that of the philosopher’s lantern, for the deeply interesting
truth, that for our own happiness, and for the happiness of others,— for our
well-being here, and our hopes hereafter,— for its influence upon the rela-
tions of life, domestic and social,— moral worth is of far greater price than
all the gifts of intellect or fortune. It is the very salt of human character,
without which talents and accomplishments become offensive and noxious
precisely in proportion to their strength and power. They may blaze and
shine, but so does the eruption of the volcano when it vomits fire and
destruction. They may agitate and make us wonder, but not more than
the trembling of the earthquake. Their track may be strikingly marked,
but so is the march of the pestilence. It is when great talents and accom-
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14 Mercantile Character.

plishments are united with high moral worth, and then alone, that we have
an approach to the perfection of human character, which is sure to be a
blessing to mankind. In this was the seeming mystery of the character
of Washington, which has embalmed his memory with peculiar odor. A
giant truly in his stature and proportions, yet he was not of the race of the
giants who have made war upon heaven and earth— who have caused an.
gels to weep, and filled the habitations of man with tears and blood. He
was a hero, but not the vulgar miscalled hero, who goes about the world
wrapped in flames and fury, scattering firebrands and death. His image,
in its grandeur unequalled, rises above all others, because it stands upon
the firm pedestal of moral worth. Another example might be invoked,
of one whose grave is yet fresh, whose form we have all seen, in its very
autumn still retaining its beauty, but much more beautiful for the virtues
of which it reminded us— the venerable man, I mean, who so long admin-
istered at the altar as the head of the Episcopal church.* Between these
two pre-eminent individuals, whose paths through life seemed to be so
far apart, some might suppose there was no resemblance. And yet, if
closely examined, such a conclusion will be found to be erroneous. Wash-
ington was unsurpassed in every kind of courage. This quality circum-
stances made conspicuous and indispensable in the stations he occupied.
The venerable bishop, meek and humble as he was, it is no derogation
from the glory of Washington to say, was in this point fully his equal.
No fear could drive him from the way of his duty. When the pestilence,
known by the name of the yellow fever, suddenly, and with appalling ma-
lignity, visited our city, and the only escape from death appeared to be in
flight, he resolutely refused to quit his post, and went wherever he was
called, to administer the consolations of religion to the sick and the dying.
And this not once, but as often as the fearful visitation was permitted by
Providence to be repeated. Even in extreme old age, when the weight of
years, and the infirmities they bring with them, might well have been
deemed an excuse, he would not decline the invitation of a poor sufferer in
one of the cholera hospitals, who desired his aid in prayer. In both, this
great quality was so attempered and guided by yirtue, that it never became

aggressive or hurtful. Both would, if necessary, have triumphantly
embraced the stake; but neither would have lighted the pile to destroy
another.

If now the question be repeated, why insist especially upon integrity in
commercial character, seeing that it is essential to all good character, |
will endeavor to give the answer. And first, | would say that perhaps
above any other class they are exposed to temptation. And let no one
imagine that in saying this, we would degrade the occupation of the mer-
chant. On the contrary, it is lawful and honorable in all its branches.
Commerce is the offspring, and at the same time the support of civilization.
It is the nurse of the arts of Peace, and the handmaid of Science. It is the
lamp, carrying light into benighted regions, and diffusing knowledge over
the whole face of the earth. The ship which, in quest of profitable traffic,
seeks out the abode of barbarian ignorance, covered with the thick darkness
of inhuman superstition, is like the first ray of the morning upon creation.
Feeble it may be, and insufficient of itself, but it is the earnest of approach-
ing day, growing and growing, until at length the message of piety is borne

Bishop White.
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Mercantile Character. 15

by the winds, in the same ship, upon the unfurrowed bosom of the ocean,
and the missionary of the gospel comes to plant the tree of life in the wil.
derness, humbly trusting to his almighty Master to give the increase! No !
The great merchant, who is at the same time a good man, upright in his
dealings, and careful in his walk— who receives in a right spirit the bless-
ings vouchsafed to him— who, besides the fair books of his business, has a
leger in his heart, where he scrupulously and thankfully makes himself
debtor for the obligations that result from success, and takes care to bal-
ance it by corresponding benefactions— who acts as a faithful steward of
the talent confided to him— such a man is truly to be envied, and at the
same time honored and beloved. Great are his means, and greatly he em-
ploys them, for he employs them wisely. Nevertheless it is true that the
way of the commercial class is beset with peculiar temptations, requiring a
stern and energetic and habitual integrity to resist them. | will not dwell
upon details, which for the most part present such gross and palpable crim-
inality as to bring down immediate condemnation, and | hope and believe
are of rare occurrence. The meaner vices, falsehood, concealment, de-
ception, adulteration of commodities, these things, and the like, directly and
nakedly presented, are too base and disgusting to be tolerated. Cheating
and stealing are in the same moral category. The most subtle casuist can
make no distinction between them. Any endeavor knowingly to take ad-
vantage of others for our own benefit and at their expense, is at once mean
and dishonest. A sure test of the iniquity of all such practices is, that they
skulk from observation. If a man dare to do what he dare not tell, his
conscience must be seared, or it will plainly accuse him.

But the tempter has other and more insinuating approaches to our frailty,
which beguile us by delusion, many times to our own destruction, and often
to the great injury of others. The virtue of prosperity, it is said, is tem-
perance— the virtue of adversity is fortitude; and certain it is that these
conditions, if not duly guarded, have the very opposite tendency. Now to
these trials the commercial class are, above all others, exposed. They are
exposed, besides, to rapid transitions from one to the other, suffering, al-
most at the same moment, the double shock. For prosperity, always inse-
cure, is often imaginary and unreal. He who, to his own sanguine hope,
and to the eye of others, is at the pinnacle of fortune, may suddenly find
that the base is undermined, and, in the midst of his dream of security, be
tumbling to the earth, dragging down all who have been connected with
him, and who, in general, are numerous in proportion to his fancied eleva-
tion. What he is doomed then to suffer, and how his sufferings and
temptations are aggravated by self-reproach, if there be cause for it, will
be alluded to presently. In the mean time allow me to call your attention
to a remark, which may not at first view be obvious, but, nevertheless,
contains in it a most serious truth. Every merchant is a trustee, and his
conscience is at all times concerned in the faithful execution of his trust.
He is the depositary of other men’s property, and he is the depositary of
their confidence in relation to property, in both which respects he is in-
trusted, and exactly in proportion as his credit is great, and his dealings
large, is the magnitude of this trust, and the extent of the duty it exacts
from him. But it may be said, he is not in law styled a trustee. Very
true, undoubtedly. The law regards each transaction in its appropriate
character. If he make a purchase, he is a buyer— if he contract a debt, he
is a debtor, and the like. But still, whatever may be the title applied to
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16 Mercantile Character.

particular transactions, the trust committed to him, and the character of
trustee deduced from it, are not entirely disregarded, even by the law.
For, whatever he has in his hands is considered to be pledged for the ful-
filment of his engagements, and while he is in debt, he cannot withdraw
any part of it to make provision for himself or his family. | state this gen-
erally, without troubling you with distinctions which are familiar to law-
yers. This rule is not an artificial one, nor a mere positive provision
about a thing otherwise indifferent. It is deeply founded in morality ; and
the further it is carried, and the more vigorously it is applied, the better
support does it give to commercial morals. Again, the law declares false
appearances to be fraudulent, and in the case of debtors condemns the acts
that are covered by them as void. Ifa man be in possession of wealth, he
is reputed to be the owner of it, and gets credit, that is, obtains confidence,
accordingly. He will not be allowed, when disaster comes, to allege the
contrary. This would be to give a triumph to imposition. In these, and
some other cases, the law can give but imperfect redress. But does it fol-
low, because the remedial or vindictive power of human laws, by reason
of their imperfectness, can go no farther, that therefore the demands of a
just morality are complied with? Upon the same principle, the offender
who can escape detection, is not an offender. In the eye of sound morals,
all false appearances, to mislead and deceive others to their injury, are
criminal, and are degrading; and hence, when they are discovered to have
been hollow and unreal, we never hesitate to pronounce him an impostor
who has assumed them. But the fiduciary duty is to be tried in a just
judgment, by even a higher standard than we have thus been applying.
It is not fulfilled by abstaining from plain, intentional wrong. He who takes
upon himself the trust of other people’s interests and welfare, is bound to
diligence, to caution, to prudence, to watchfulness; and, above all, he is
bound to guard against the seductive influence of an undue eagerness to
advance his own fortune, by means which may be destructive to others.
Here is the point of his offence, here is the ground of his responsibility,—
that he has not committed error in the honest effort for the benefit of those
who have trusted him ;— no such thing : he has done it for himself, at their
risk— he to have the profit in case of success, and they to bear the loss in
case of failure. Inordinate buying, inordinate borrowing, inordinate trad-
ing, inordinate expenditure— in a word, inordinate self-gratification,— these
are the rocks he is admonished of by a thousand disasters, and yet he pre-
sumptuously rushes upon them, and makes a wreck of all that was confided
to him. It is a poor compensation to those he has ruined, that he has
ruined himself too. Against such a delusion temperance is the saving
virtue ; and here it is that temperance is integrity.

Adversity, too, has its temptations and trials ; and to this vicissitude all
are liable. The most upright man, however cautious and prudent, is sub-
ject to be assailed, and to be overwhelmed by misfortune. Happy may he
think himself, and thankful ought he to be, if upon a fair and honest retro,
spect, he can say it has been without his fault. His store may be emptied
of his merchandise, his purse drained of its treasure, his credit prostrated,
his dwelling stripped of its accustomed comforts, the present be desolate
and dreary, the future almost without hope, yet there is still a gleam of
sunshine in the darkness, if he have the approbation of his own conscience.
In the midst of the cold and death-like obstruction, when the heart
seems to be palsied, there is yet a spring of life, which, though hid by
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Mercantile Character. 17

the anguish of the moment, will come forth in power to reanimate and
restore.

The catastrophe of failure, however, seldom comes at once. The sha-
dows of it are cast before. As they deepen and thicken, they offer con-
tinual temptation, hard to resist. In this protracted agony it is that men
commit the greatest errors-——errors which, with sometimes, perhaps, an
undue severity of judgment, fasten a stain upon their character that no
time is sufficient to efface. This is wrong. Let us establish as high a
standard of morality as we can, and conform our own conduct to it as
nearly as possible ; let us judge ourselves as strictly as we please; nay,
let us exert ourselves with all our strength, by precept and example, to
keep others in an upright course. But let us beware how we suffer charity
to be stifled by indignant feelings and harsh judgment against a fallen
brother. By the laws of an all-wise Providence, this is hurtful to ourselves.
We forfeit entirely our portion of the double blessing which belongs to
mercy, if we neglect its active duties. How much more, when we practise
cruelty or persecution towards the afflicted ! Should indignation require a
vent, hurl it, if you will, against the successful knave, and face the hazard
of a rebound. There is gallantry at least, if there be not discretion, in
such an assault. But if a brother has sunk under trials which we have
been permitted to escape, o.r have had strength given us to resist, we should
be thankful, not proud ; compassionate, not cruel; see only the signal of
distress, and incline to its relief, rejoicing that we are enabled to give
succor.

In. the protracted agony, it has been said, the greatest errors are com-
mitted. Can they be avoided ? Integrity demands that they should, and
it never demands what is impossible. The first thing a man has to do in
such circumstances is to take honest counsel with himself; to state the
case fairly, to examine it deliberately, and decide it justly; to go through
with it as awork he is bound in conscience to perform ; not slightingly, not
carelessly, not deceitfully, but thoroughly, as if he were upon, his oath to
make a true inventory and appraisement. He is to look at his books, not
to see the figures there set down, but whether the value is what they re-
present. Such a work is hard, very hard. Many a man closes his eyes,
because he knows what they would see if they were opened. He per-
ceives, but he voluntarily makes his perception indistinct, and persuades
himself, or tries to persuade himself, that the truth is obscure, when he
knows it is clear. Pie cannot plead ignorance. He is therefore laying up
for himself a store of self-reproach, for finally he will be compelled to con-
fess that he sinned against knowledge. The next thing to be done, is to
take counsel with judicious friends. If it be hard for a man to look stead-
fastly at a painful and a humiliating truth, still harder for him is it frankly
to make it known to others. Yet it must be done if we would profit by the
advice of friends. And lastly, it is the duty of a man in these circum-
stances, to counsel with his creditors, for it is their interest that is to be
dealt with. Safe counsellors they will be found, and generous ones too, if
they are honestly treated. This measure, however, is seldom resorted to,
and in these few cases is too long postponed. In the mean time, that is,
between the first warning of coming calamity and its final consummation,
the ill-directed struggles of the failing man plunge him deeper and deeper
into embarrassment and injustice. But we need not attempt to follow him.
Let us only, in conclusion on this head, add, that the duty of integrity in
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18 Mercantile Character.

such circumstances, may be comprehended in a few words— a fair disclo-
sure, a full surrender, and an equal distribution.

There is another reason why this point should be insisted upon, in ad-
dressing a commercial body in the city of Philadelphia— the ancient com-
mercial renown of Philadelphia is to be maintained. The commercial
character of this city has been hitherto distinguished for its solidity and
purity, as the city itself was for tranquillity and order. Grievous would it
be, by any fault of ours, to lose the satisfaction and advantage we have
derived from our predecessors; to suffer the fair reputation they have
handed down to us, to be stained and disfigured by our neglect or miscon-
duct. But here | desire to avoid misunderstanding. | do not believe, and
therefore | do not admit, that there has been any falling off. 1 hope we
have as much ground for just pride as we ever had. The old weights and
measures are still in use. There is not, I am firmly persuaded, a merchant
of any standing in Philadelphia— one of our own people, I mean, brought
up among us, or fairly imbued with the spirit of our commercial class, who
would not scorn to use any others, and would not be despised if he did.
At the same time, we must acknowledge, that causes are now in operation
which require a sterner and more watchful integrity, if we would keep up
to the ancient standard. In the war against space, and time, and vis
inertia, science has gained successive triumphs, which have already gone
nigh to annihilate them, and is constantly advancing, with mighty steps, to
still greater achievements. The benefits of easy and rapid communica-
tion are not to be disparaged, and especially in this extended country,
whose union it tends to preserve and perpetuate. But, along with its sig-
nal advantages, we cannot doubt that it has a powerful tendency to make
us more citizens of the world, and less citizens of our own particular com-
munity, and thus to break down individuality of character. In such ex-
changes one may be a gainer, perhaps,— for of this there must be doubt—-
but another may be a loser. Whatever we have of good in our ancient
character, is thus, in some measure, put at risk, and we must make the
greater exertion to save it. We must also bear in mind how much we all
stand in need of control and restraint. W e find them in our home, we find
them in the community we live in, and last not least, we find them in re-
flection and self-examination, which demand quiet, and occasional retire-
ment. What a salutary provision is that—if it were duly regarded and
observed— which an all-wise Providence has made for us in the institution
of the Sabbath : a day of rest and refreshment from the cares and concerns
of the world ; for shutting out its feverish anxieties and cares ; for waking
from the disturbed dreams of the week, and calming and purifying our
hearts. But with increased movement has come increased excitement; a
more absorbing and unintermitting and even morbid devotion, to objects
which, in a rational estimate, one is at a loss how to characterize. When
Europe, in the strong language of a female writer, “ loosened from its
foundations, seemed to be precipitating itself upon Asia,” in the crusades,
there was folly in the enthusiasm of the mighty host. But that folly was
somewhat dignified by the nature of their purpose. Chivalry, too, was
foolish enough; but it professed to be engaged in the service of humanity
and charity. Even the warrior Spaniards who marched to the conquest
of Mexico and Peru, deemed it necessary to grace their cause with some-
thing higher and nobler than the lust of lucre. But now, when the mail
arrives from New York, we do not inquire, as the Athenians did, “ is
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Philip sick? Is Philip dead?”— “ Have the banks suspended? W:ill the
banks suspend !”  Such are the questions put to eveiy newspaper, to every
passenger, and to every letter. For the next steam-packet from England
we have our question ready; indeed, it has been ready from the time of
the last arrival, and the anxiety becomes more and more intense as the day
approaches. At length she comes, like a comet, but not “ shaking war
and pestilence from her fiery mane.” One only question the steamer has
to answer, “ Is there any more money to borrow?” There have been
periods in the history of the world, when this spirit, wrought upon by cir-
cumstances, has produced disasters as memorable as the most signal con-
vulsions in the physical creation. Such were the South Sea scheme in
England, and the Mississippi scheme in France. These were of sufficient
magnitude to become historical, because, like the famous pestilence called
the Black Death, their march was gigantic and desolating. On a smaller
scale, the bitter fruits of the same spirit have been tasted in every epheme-
ral speculation, which, like the tulip mania in Holland, has beguiled with
seductive appearances only to betray and ruin. The earthquake and the
tornado pass away, and their melancholy work is completed. The earth
is quiet again upon her foundations; and the atmosphere is hushed into se-
renity and peace, by the same power which has commanded them to
exhibit His majesty in its terror. But who can measure the duration of the
calamities of a moral convulsion ?  Who can tell the extent of the mischief
man can do himself and to others, by his feeble breath employed to inflate a
bubble ? Some fall down dead— killed by the excitement of the chase;
others are crippled and enervated by the wounds and bruises they suffer,
and go halting and maimed all their lives long, with nerves shattered by in-
tense anxiety, and hearts sickened and sad from disappointment, bent down
with anguish, miserable objects to behold. Rightly understood, this is the
spirit of gambling, a vice as absurd as it is wicked and destructive. What is
the gambler’s aim and desire? Disguise it as you will, soften it by all pos-
sible pretexts, you can only say of him that he covets his neighbor’s goods.
It is the very opposite of the right spirit of trade. The end of honorable
commerce is to exchange equivalents for mutual advantage. In this way
it encourages industry, stimulates production, aids every class of the com-
munity, and promotes a wholesome circulation. But the aim of gambling
is to get what belongs to others, without any equivalent at all. In propor-
tion, exactly as this appetite prevails, and is indulged, is the spirit of gam.
bling abroad. Its victims are those who have; for those who have not,
cannot lose. Accordingly, the great gaming-houses in the capital of Eng.
land— known by a name which at once expresses the depth of their de-
pravity, and the fearful agony that dwells within them— are well understood
to practise every art to bring young men of fortune within their fell clutches.
And so of the same spirit, in all its varieties, whatever may be the forms it
appears in, its seductive temptations are held out strongly to young men
who have succeeded to the accumulations of the industry and frugality of a
parent. That a spirit of this kind has been walking among us, | need not
affirm. That it is our duty, by all the means we can command, to en-

deavor to repress it, no one will hesitate to say. Neither will I affirm that
this is a danger which peculiarly besets the commercial class. It extends
unhappily to all. But the commercial body has to bear an undue share of

the odium, and therefore should be strongly fortified, so that its character
may be sufficient to repel the imputation, and keep its honor bright, and the
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name of a Philadelphia merchant always present the image of an honest
man. In such a body, if it retain its characteristic features, we shall have
something to rally upon in times of dark confusion. The standard of the
currency may be lost or mislaid; but the standard of commercial integrity
will be maintained, and will finally serve to bring light and order from the
obscure chaos.

Much remains to be said— more than your patience, already severely
taxed, can be reasonably expected to bear. There is a large field as yet
untouched, relating to private trusts, strictly so called. There is a larger
one still, as to public trusts, such, I mean, as result from undertaking the
management of masses of other people’s property, so as to make a lawful
profit for the owners, in a lawful way; as in the instances of our moneyed
institutions. It might be shown how deeply the conscience is concerned in
both,— what vigilance is demanded, what earnest fidelity, what undeviating
truth, what self-denial and watchfulness over ourselves,— that we may not
suffer our own selfish interests to get the ascendency, and lead us to neg-
lect or betray the confidence reposed in us. It might be shown, too, what
extensive calamity is produced, involving in affliction and ruin the innocent
and the helpless, by the disregard of these high obligations— by negligence,
by faithlessness, or by what in the language, of the law is denominated
fraud. But these topics must be omitted, that we may reach a conclusion.

The root of all evil, the besetting sin of the present times, the reptile
passion which sits by the ear of man, whispering its poisonous accents, is
the eager desire to become rapidly, or rather, suddenly rich. This passion
may grow to be so powerful as to shake off all restraints. The worshipper
of wealth is then joined to his idol, whose service is mean and debasing, as
well as imminently hazardous : for how many of those who devote them-
selves are successful? Exactly as the methods adopted partake of the
nature of gaming, and depart from the appointed way of industry and fru-
gality— exactly as they aim, by any scheme or device whatever, to make
other people’'s property our own, instead of slowly and patiently accumu-
lating for ourselves by our labor,— as they invite us to live by our wits
instead of our honest exertions,— are they sure to be disappointed. What
becomes of the profits of the gaming-table ? One man wins and another
loses. The one is impoverished: but is the other enriched? The cards
and the dice, the table, the lights, the refreshments and attendance, the
idle and extravagant and dissolute and reckless habits acquired, consume
the whole. Put it in what shape you will, this is the end. They pick
each other’s pockets, and at last all their pockets are empty. The stock
they begin with seems only to be transferred from one to the other, but it
is really annihilated. And such is the peculiar curse of this absurd vice,
that it is a very rare thing for any one who has entered upon its career,
to withdraw from it, until, having nothing left, he is fairly driven out for
his poverty. These are plain and sober truths, and as far as they are
predicated of the gaming table properly so called, they are generally, if not
universally, admitted. There was a time, not very distant, when some
very singular distinctions were made. Lotteries were sanctioned by pub-
lic authority, when the same public authority declared gaming to be crim-
inal, and made it punishable by law, and even pronounced lotteries to be
common nuisances. There are places not remote from us, where this un-
accountable distinction is still maintained. You may see in the public
papers, the announcement of a lottery in an adjoining state, for several
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very worthy purposes, including among the rest, the repair or completion
of a church. Some very singular and destructive distinctions continue to
be made nearer home. Men who think they could defy the temptations
of the gaming table, and resent as an insult any intimation to the contrary,
do nevertheless engage intensely in kindred pursuits, influenced by the
same Spirit, and equally profitless, hopeless, and ruinous. They are more
mischievous and corrupting, because they are more extensive, and meet-
ing a readier allowance, more bold and open. They are not so degrading,
at least until they have proved disastrous, and then, when consolation and
support are most needed, mankind show by their contemptuous disregard,
the abhorrence they feel for the pursuit. These things are all of one
family ; they have the same parentage, and the same characteristic traits :
their source is one and the same. For what is it? A passion for acquir-
ing without toil, for appropriating to ourselves what belongs to others, no
matter how. This is the test by which every one can try his conduct, and
decide safely, if he will only decide honestly. But of all such schemes and
contrivances, | hold it to be quite certain, that even for their own purpose,
little to be respected as it is, they are doomed to be unprofitable. Some
may seem to win, and some in fact do lose, for the loss is real, though the
gain is not; but the expenses of the game, the improvidence and reckless-
ness it generates, the tenacious infatuation with which it holds its victims
bound.—these conspire to bring one catastrophe to all. They are turned
out in the end, with the pangs of poverty and self-reproach upon them, and
then the fiend-spirit which has betrayed them to their ruin, goes along with
them, to mock and hiss at their calamity, and jeer them for their stupid
folly.

In pressing such an argument, we must not forget, that though well as
an auxiliary, it is manifestly wanting in dignity. Much higher considera-
tions demand our attention, than whether this eager and overbearing appe-
tite will find the gratification it so ardently seeks. Its aim is to become
rich. This is its whole aim— money, money, money. The Satirist says,
“ Virtue after money; but that after does not come.l The blessing upon
the acquisition of wealth is in the acquiring by honest and persevering in-
dustry ; the blessing upon the acquisition, when achieved, is for the use
that is made of it, and according to that use. All this, and much more,
is familiar to you; let me not detain you by enlarging upon it. | appeal
only to human judgment, and ask you whether mankind themselves do not
accurately discriminate, by a sort of instinct, between wealth and virtue.
They honor the virtuous man— they honor the rich man’s riches. Should
he transfer them to another, (as he may do,) he transfers his honor along
with them. He will be fortunate if, like Lear, when he had parted with
his kingdom, he have one faithful follower to do him reverence. But his
virtues— these are inalienable. They are part of himself. If you would
prove this instinctive judgment, go stand by the grave, not to moralize, but
simply to let your feelings take their natural course. Where are the riches
that belonged to its inhabitant? They remain upon earth. Perhaps you
may coldly inquire who has got them; but that is all,—you know that
they have not gone. Where are his virtues? They quitted the earth
when he left it. They have gone down with him into the grave. They
accompany him whither he has gone. The blessings they have conferred
remain, but the virtues themselves have departed for ever; for they were
inseparable from him to whom they belonged. This, then, is the judgment
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of the world itself. No one can stand by a good man’s grave without emo-
tion, in which is mingled regret for his loss?

We must ascend still higher, if we would know the full worth of integ-
rity. We must lay aside all other judgments, and each for himself con-
scientiously consult his own, first endeavoring earnestly to enlighten it.
What will it tell him? Man is a portion of eternity: not a fragment,
broken off, and thrown upon this earth, here to begin and end ; but an
abiding portion of eternity. The links which bind him to it he cannot
break. They are his virtues or his vices. These, with right exertions,
he can control. He cannot, by any efforts of his own, excel in intellectual
power— he cannot acquire riches— he cannot achieve greatness ; therefore
he is not accountable for the want of them. But he can be good or bad ;
and upon this capacity it is that his accountability rests, and according to
it is to be his destiny.

Art. I.—THE PROGRESS OF THE NORTHWEST.

T he progress and present condition of that wide agricultural territory
of the west, stretching around the great lakes, and occupied by the United
States, is of vital importance to our mercantile population. Colonized for
the most part by emigrants from the east, its people are linked with us by
ties of blood, by a community of interests as the citizens of one common
country, by a common proprietorship in the soil, and by intimate and im-
portant commercial relations. It is well known that the greater portion
of the merchandise of the west has ever been and will continue to be sup-
plied from the eastern markets, so that the possession of what is denom-
inated the western trade has already become an object of competition with
our principal Atlantic cities; and, that the east in return is supplied by
the staple western agricultural products. Should the country arrive at that
period when these products are exported abroad, the eastern cities must
be the depots of shipment for the produce of the west to foreign markets,
as they now are and long will be the distributors into the interior, of all
imported foreign goods. The arteries of western commerce will circulate
the life-blood 10 the heart of our commercial metropolis. Every pulsation
of that heart is felt to the remotest borders of the west. We design,
therefore, in this paper, to sketch the outline of the general progress and
present condition of that territory, so bound to us by these various bonds,
as the circumstances connected with its advance are not generally known,
and as it is destined in future time to exercise an important bearing upon
the commercial relations of the country.

A general and growing interest has recently begun to develop itself,
respecting the early history, progress, and present condition of the north-
;west. Before the advance of colonization had laid open its vast resources,
states had been organized within its bounds, with a population composed
cif emigrants from the different sections of the east, and speculation in lands
hitad diffused abroad among the bulk of the people a pecuniary motive to
investigate its actual position, we were accustomed to regard it as a wide
region of interminable forests and boundless prairies, broken at frequent
points by swamps and lakes, exhibiting many bold and magnificent features
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of natural scenery, and uninhabitable but in limited tracts, except by the
wild beasts and savage tribes which roved over its broad domain, without
any early organized political institutions, or even interesting historical as-
sociations. It is, indeed, a commentary upon the nevmess of our country,
that we should have permitted the historic circumstances connected with
this important part of the republic, to slumber so long ; and we rejoice that
a zealous, searching, and co-operative spirit in respect to these facts, has
at length been awakened. The dusty archives of ancient and foreign
libraries have recently been ransacked, and a large body of printed records,
both in our own and in a foreign language, incrusted with the mould of
time, has been drawn from their shelves, rich in the materials of western
history, and throwing new light upon the political and moral causes which
have borne upon its progress.

It is found that this territory, although a considerable portion is still a
forest slumbering in its primeval solitude, exhibits in the frame of its early
institutions a distinctive form of local character, an independent system of
laws, a history distinguished for many picturesque and extraordinary events,
and a social structure, whicn is beautifully contrasted with that of the Eng-
lish and Dutch colonies that occupied at the same time the eastern portion
of the United States. We of the east have had indeed in our ancient re-
cords and traditions, occasional glimpses of the old French and Indian wars,
of descents made by the former nation, backed by western savages, upon
our feeble border colonies when they were colonies of England, but what
was the particular character of the assailants, the frame of their policy,
their domestic institutions, and the special causes which moved their belli-
gerent operations have been, to most of us, enveloped in dim twilight. We
propose in this paper to sketch a condensed view of the general resources
of the region which was organized into the old Northwestern Territory
by the ordinance of 1787, and now embraced in the states of lllinois, In-
diana, Ohio, Michigan, and the Territory of Wisconsin, to trace the politi-
cal causes which have acted upon its progress, and its advantages as a
habitation for man.

And in the first place, what is the physical aspect of this territory? In
the natural resources of the land, it spreads out, to say the least, as rich a
field for human enterprise as is developed by any tract of country of the
same extent on the face of the globe. Ohio, with a very, large domain,
which is now in its greater part in a forward state of cultivation, presents
in its dense forests a soil that is in almost its entire portion favorable to
agriculture, producing bountiful crops of all those harvests that are found in
the same latitude at the east; showing in its granaries, stock husbandry,
and general improvement, an amount of wealth that is extraordinary when
we consider that this wealth has been reaped from the soil in a period less
than a half a century. The new state of Michigan, although far behind
Ohio in the amount of its population and general improvement, unfolds in
the enterprise which has already been exerted upon its forests, prairies, and
lake-besprinkled oaklands, an energy no less remarkable. Indiana, with
equal agricultural advantages ; Wisconsin, with its forest-crowned hills and
mineral wealth ; and Illinois, with its unmeasured prairies, extending their
rich mould towards the horizon like the sea;— stretch out a land capable
of producing crops adequate to the support of ten times the present popu-
lation of the United States. The land thus favorable to the production of
the various kinds of grain, fruit, and vegetables, abounds in mineral re-
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sources. In its recesses are found coal, salt, sulphur, lead, zinc, coppery
iron, and other metals, in sufficient abundance for its own consumption and
even for exportation! when a sufficient amount of enterprise shall have
been concentrated to work them with effect. Besides these agricultural
and mineral resources, that are always essential to the comfort of a local
population, it possesses natural channels of navigation, by which the sur-
plus of its products may be exported abroad. A chain of lakes, the largest
on the globe, stretches from the shores of New York, and waters its coast
for thousands of miles. The Mississippi, which is much the longest, al-
though not the broadest river upon the earth, taking its rise in the remote
north, opens a highway to the ocean through the Gulf of Mexico, for the
distance of about three thousand miles, and will be conjoined with the whole
line of the lakes when the projected ship canal to connect the Fox River
of Green Bay with the Wisconsin, and that at the Sault de Sainte Marie
shall have been constructed ; thus affording a continuous line of coast navi-
gation from New Orleans to Buffalo, or to the remotest shores of Lake
Superior. Besides this line of coast navigation, the territory is variegated
with inland lakes and streams, (the largest of which is the Ohio,) that con-
nect its remotest parts, and furnish communications with the principal
waters, channels for steamships, flatboats, rafts, or hydraulic power for the
propulsion of machinery ; and, it is not the least remarkable feature of this
territory, that within fifty years, under American auspices, it has increased
from a comparative solitude to a population of nearly three millions, accord-
ing to the lowest estimate.

The progress of the territory may be considered as marked by three-
distinct epochs. The first commences with the explorations of Robert de
la Salle, and reaches down to the year 1760, the whole period of the French
domination ; the second begins with that year, when the English obtained
possession of the country, and extends to the year 179.6, when the western
posts were surrendered to the United States; and the third reaches from
that time to the present, when the full action of American enterprise has
been experienced upon the soil.

W e have said that the French history of the northwest commences with
the first explorations of Robert de la Salle, who “ led the way” to its first
permanent colonization by civilized man. La Salle may be justly regarded
as The Columbus of Western Discovery. Constructing a vessel upon the
shore of Lake Erie, when there was stretched around him a chain of un-
known seas and forests, inhabited by Indians whose temper towards the
French had not then been clearly ascertained, with here and there, perhaps,
a jesuit missionary, who had erected his cross in the woods, we find him
on the 7th of August, 1679, first ploughing the billows of that lake in his
frail bark, The Griffin, for the image of that animal was carved upon her
bow. This was the first vessel that had ever adventured upon the north-
western waters. Louis Hennepin, a Flemish Recollect, was his spiritual
adviser; and a small body of Frenchmen constituted his crew. They
sounded as they went, because no ship had ever crossed these lakes before.
Having succeeded in navigating this lake, they arrived on the tenth of that
month near the cluster of islands that is grouped at the mouth of the De-
troit river, where they anchored. “ These islands,” says Hennepin, who
was the journalist of the expedition, “ make the finest prospect in the
world. The strait (of Detroit) is finer than Niagara, being one league
broad, excepting that part which forms the lake that we have called Saint
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Clair. The country between the two lakes (Erie and Huron) is Very well
situated, and the soil very fertile. The banks of the strait (Detroit) are
vast meadows, and the prospect is terminated with some hills covered with
vineyards, trees bearing good fruit, groves and forests, so well disposed,
that one would think nature alone could not have made without the help of
art so charming a prospect. ~ That country is stocked with stags, wild goats y
and bears, which are good for food, and not fierce as in other countries.
Some think they are better than our pork. Turkey cocks and swans are
there very common, and our men brought several other beasts and birds
whose names are unknown to us, but they are extraordinary relishing.
The forests are chiefly made up of walnut, chesnut, plum, and pear trees,
loaded with their own fruit and vines. There is also abundance of timber
for building, so that those who shall be so happy as to inhabit this noble
country, cannot but remember with gratitude them who have led the way."*
We have been induced to make a liberal quotation from Hennepin for the
purpose of showing the spirit of the first expedition to the northwest, and
the impressions entertained by these explorers of the magnitude of the en-
terprise. History has scarcely done justice to the merits of the heroic La
Salle, although a monument to his memory has been erected at Washing-
ton, in the rotunda of the Capitol, by the side of those of William Penn and
John Smith. The French history of this region, embracing a large mass
of facts, is deposited in the numerous journals which were from time to
time prepared by the jesuit missionaries and early French travellers
through this portion of the west, while it was held and claimed by France,
and in the scattered colonial records and traditions which have strayed
down to our own day. Besides a considerable bulk of anonymous matter
comprised in these journals, we have the more valuable accounts of Father
Joseph Marquette, one of the most disinterested and benevolent of these
Catholic missionaries, and the first pioneer to the banks of the Mississippi
from the Canadian territory, the more labored works of the Baron La
Hontan, Charlevoix, Joutel, Hennepin, Tonti, and many others, whose
statements, to us of the present time, are of the greatest value. Some of
these journalists were gentlemen of rank, the most of them men of educa-
tion, who traversed this region either as soldiers of the French government
or in the service of the church. A few of these works were very much
labored ; and, in the form of their publication, received all those appliances
which at that time were furnished by the press of Paris, and all that encour-
agement which was granted by royal patronage and popular interest in
Franee respecting its newly acquired American territory. The work of
the famous Baron La Hontan was issued in a pretty expensive style, and
illustrated by numerous engravings, depicting savage customs and historical
incidents, awkward and inaccurate enough, but still showing the impres-
sions which the fresh, and, to them, extraordinary scenes of western life
and scenery, were calculated to produce. The works of Charlevoix es-
pecially, both his Journal, (which consisted of a series of letters addressed to
the Ducliesse de Lesdiguiere,) and his “ History of New France,” have al-
ways received a great degree of the public favor. The last named work
was published under the special sanction of the French crown, and in that
luxurious form which best befitted the voluptuous age of Louis XIV. and
the court of Versailles. We doubt, indeed, whether any historical work,

* See Hennepin's account of the first expedition of La Salle.
VOL. Ill.— NO. I 4
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ancient or modern, regarding this country, has ever been published in a
more costly manner than this same History of New France, which contains
likewise his Journal. It is comprised in three quarto volumes, whose
vignette, in its emblematic device, emblazons the glory of “ La Grande
Nation,” and is interspersed with numerous maps and expensive engravings,
which show the geography and the vegetable productions of the country.*
Most of the works to which we have alluded may be found in the library of
our New York Historical Society.

These travellers were not, nor could they be expected to be, in all cases
accurate, from their rapid passage through the western territory; but, in
their accounts of their own experience, we derive much valuable informa-
tion of its actual condition during the time when they wrote. Glimpses of
wild beasts which they had never before seen, vegetable productions whose
names they did not know, fragments of facts collected from the accounts of
the Indians, always exaggerated and seldom authentic, passed in rapid suc-
cession before their minds, while they journeyed onward in bewildered amaze-
ment through rivers, lakes, forests, and Indian camps; and their impressions,
thus colored and distorted, found their way into their books. But, taken
as a whole, their accounts are as accurate as could be expected, considering
the circumstances under which they wrote; and they furnish a valuable
mine whence the future historian of this region may dig many a solid stone
and brilliant gem, to lay the foundations and adorn the columns of his edi-
fice, as soon as the growing population, wealth, and taste of the region shall
warrant the construction of his work. If, for example, the zealous Mar-
quette depicts the “ wingless swans” as floating upon the Mississippi— when
Hennepin describes the “ wild goats”| upon the shores of Lake Erie—
when the Baron La Hontan discourses upon the “ Long river,” and Char-
levoix alludes to the “ citrons” as growing upon the banks of the Detroit,
we are disposed to attribute their inaccuracy less to intentional misrepre-
sentation. than to natural and obvious mistake. Accurate observation and
minute care are required, to establish with perfect correctness the facts
connected with any country, and he who should look to early records for his-
torical matter, will find much chaff to be winnowed from the genuine and
golden wheat.

In examining thb early French works connected with the west, we are
impressed with the bold contrast which they bear to the colonial accounts
of New England at the same period. Although the greater part of those
volumes are ecclesiastical, proceeding as they did from the ministers of the
church, they yet glow with a romantic enthusiasm, the peculiar character-
istic of the French people, and for which we look in vain among the sober
yet zealous colonial writers of the.puritans. And it must be granted that the
fresh and luxuriant scenes of this western scenery and association were
calculated to call forth a picturesque eloquence. Some of these French
journalists were fresh from the paving stones of Paris; and, transported
into the new wilderness, a broad expanse of lakes and forests, whose re-
sources and boundaries were then unknown, they advanced with a zeal and

* Those of our readers who wish to extend their researches into the early history of
the northwest, we would refer to La Hontan's Voyages, Hennepin, the Journal ofChar,
levoix, Charlevoix's Nouvelle France, the Journal of Marquette, Joutel, and Tonti;
and also to the Lettres Edijiantes, which contain much curious and valuable matter.

t How easy was it for Hennepin to mistake a herd of young deer, bounding through
the woods, for a flock of wild goats!
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ardor which would naturally arise in the minds of men who deemed them-
selves discoverers. Here surfaces of water were spread out, which to them
appeared like oceans. There was descried a glassy stream winding through
green woods, or murmuring by banks of flowers. Here was stretched out
a tract of forest, the growth of centuries, almost impervious to the eye
from the rank undergrowth of its vegetation, and expanding into what ap-
peared interminable distance. There a prairie covered with the long and
coarse grass of these natural meadows, lay in the lap of silence, the rang-
ing ground of droves of elks and buffaloes, and the cradle of the rattlesnake
or the spotted fawn. Here tracts of landscape swelling into bold undula-
tions, like the long swells of the sea after a storm, disclosed portions of
wilderness which seemed like the cultivated parks of the old world, widened
into unmeasured extent, through the branches of which gleamed a silver
lake that bore upon its bosom the sWan and flocks of wild ducks of various
plumage. Here an Indian wigwam showed its naked tenants, and there
the canoe of a savage darted across the blue expanse of the waters. It was
natural that the French travellers should select the more pleasing features
of the country in their accounts to the parent government abroad.

The savages, new to them and uncouth in their habits and dress, fur-
nished a still wider field for moral speculation than the features of the na-
tural scenery. “ The Lake Erie,” says La Hontan, who was for some
time the commandant of the fort of Michilimackinac, and who travelled
through the lakes about the year 1688, “is justly dignified with the illus-
trious name of Conti, for assuredly it is the finest upon earth. You may
judge of the goodness of the climate from the latitude of the countries that
surround it. Its circumference extends to two hundred and thirty leagues,
but it affords every where a charming prospect, and its banks are decked
with oak trees, elms, chesnut trees, walnut trees, apple trees, plum trees, and
vines which bear their fine clusters up to the tops of the trees, upon a sort of
ground that lies as smooth as one’s hand. Such ornaments as these are
sufficient to give rise to the most agreeable idea of a landscape in the
world.”* Charlevoix, who travelled through the same track on his way
to Detroit in 1720, about thirty-three years afterwards, follows in the same
strain. “ Were we all to sail,” says he, “ as | then did, with a serene sky,
in a most charming climate, and on water as clear as that of the purest
fountain— were we sure of finding every where secure and agreeable places
to pass the night in, where we might enjoy the pleasure of hunting at a
small expense, breathe at our ease the purest air, and enjoy the prospect of
the finest country in the universe, we might possibly be tempted to travel
to the end of our days. | recalled to mind the memory of those ancient
patriarchs who had no fixed place of abode, who lived in tents, who were
in a manner the masters of all the countries they passed through, and who
enjoyed in peace and tranquillity all their productions, without the plague
inevitable in the possession of a real and fixed estate. How many oaks
represented to me that of Mamre! How many fountains put me in mind
of that of Jacob ! Each day a new situation chosen at pleasure, a neat and
commodious house, built and furnished with all necessaries in less than a
quarter of an hour, and floored with a pavement of flowers, continually
springing up on a carpet of the most beautiful green, on all sides simple
and natural, beauties unadulterated and inimitable by any art!”f Such is

* See La Hontan's Voyages. t See Charlevoix's Journal.
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28 The Progress of the Northwest.

an example of some of the most highly wrought accounts which from time
to time were forwarded to the French government by its early explorers
through the west.

We come now to a consideration of the condition of the territory while
it was occupied by France. It is well known that the French, who first
gained its occupation and held possession until the year 1760, established
themselves around the chain of fortifications first projected and partially
carried out by La Salle, along the great lakes and the banks of the Missis-
sippi. The design of this chain of fortifications was three fold; to provide
military defences against the Indians, to extend the operations of the fur
trade, to hem in the English colonies by a line of forts extending from
Quebec to the deltaof the Mississippi, and to furnish safe depots or factories
for the collection of the peltries collected at these posts, which formed the
prominent mercantile enterprise of France in this country during the whole
period of the French domination ; and from their establishment commences
the most interesting portion of the history of the territory. To the question,
what was the condition of the northwest territory when it was claimed and
occupied by France, we can furnish a ready answer. It was a vast ranging
ground for the numerous Indian tribes, who roamed over it in all the list-
less indolence of their savage independence; of the jesuit missionaries,
who, under the garb of their religious orders, strove to gain the influence
of the red men in behalf of their government as well as their church, by
their conversion to the Catholic faith; the theatre of the most important
military operations of the French soldiers at the west; and the grand mart
where the furs, which were deemed the most valuable products of this re-
gion, were collected for shipment to France, under a commercial system
which was originally projected by the powerful mind of the Cardinal de
Richelieu.

The condition of a country, although often in some measure modified by
the nature of the climate and the soil, is more generally founded upon the
character of the people and the constitution of its laws. This is clearly
exhibited in the case of the northwest, for while the domain was .rich in all
the natural advantages that could be furnished by the soil, it was entirely
barren of all those moral and intellectual fruits springing from bold and
energetic character, directed by a free, enlightened, and wholesome system
of jurisprudence. The character of the early French Canadian settlers
was of that cast the least adapted to advance the solid growth of any nation.
Originally imported to Canada from the peasantry of the French provinces,
or taken from the transient and unsettled population of the frontier towns
of that empire, a class never distinguished for morals or intelligence, they
were introduced into this part of the west by the members of the old French
trading companies, in order to carry out the interests of their royal and
chartered monopolies, in a traffic that was necessarily confined to the line
of the lakes. W e find them scattered around the frontier posts of the lake
waters, at Detroit, Michilimackinac, the Sault de Sainte Marie, Green Bay,
and other interior posts, extending to Lake Superior and the borders of
the Mississippi. They were a class of men, mild, affable, contented so
long as they could obtain a cup of “ hominee” or a haunch of venison,
willing to embark in their canoes and sweep the whole extent of the lake
waters, to traverse the uttermost depths of the woods, to wear the dress of
demi-savages, the capote, the blanket coat, the crimson sash, the leggins
of deer skin, the embroidered moccasins, and the scalping knife, to lodge
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with the Indians in their wigwams, to take to themselves Indian wives or
concubines, to rear up a swarm of half-breed children, to further the inter-
ests of their employers, and to regard their.seigneurs with a reverence
which belonged to the most aristocratic period of the French monarchy.
A small portion of these French settlers devoted themselves to husbandry,
planted fruit trees which are now to be seen, and raised corn and wheat
within the picket fences that enclosed their narrow farms that stood for
protection under the shadow of the French forts; but, they also wore the
deer-skin leggins, the red sash, the Indian turban, and the moccasin; their
husbandry was marked by no thrift, and the rich soil was made to yield
scarcely sufficient to supply their necessary wants. They pursued just
such a course of alternate indolence and exertion in the fur trade as might
have been expected from the elements of which they were composed, demi-
civilized in their habitudes of thought, surrounded as they were by savage
associations, incorporated in intercourse and in blood with the Indians, and
looking up with a blind reverence to the seigniorial system of Canada,
which had been originally imported from France and handed down from
their fathers.

Besides the distinctive character of the French population at the west,
which was opposed to national progress and strongly contrasted with the
vigor of the New England colonies at the same time, the slow advance of
the territory was founded in the policy of the fur trade. The original popu-
lation of New England were “ colonies of conscience,” constituted of men of
sturdy, republican, and independent traits of character— the French colo-
nies of the northwest were colonies of gain and commerce. The forests
were regarded, not for their agricultural resources, but for the furs in which
they abounded, being the most valuable articles of traffic in the French
markets. The immense chain of inland navigation that was here spread
out was valued, not as a great highway of permanent national trade, but
chiefly as a channel in which these furs might be for a time transported to
their places of shipment. The early political, and in consequence, the
commercial power of the country was vested in the men of rank, the
seigneurs of Canada and of France, who were themselves the partners in
these several fur companies, and whose object it was to reap the greatest
temporary rewards from the prosecution of the traffic. The whole domain
was, in fact, viewed, not with the eye of patriots, desiring to establish for
themselves and for their posterity in all coming time, a free and permanent
empire upon the soil, but with the motives of monopolists, regardless of the
weal of the people, striving to secure the greatest temporary profits from
the labors of others, and thereby to aggrandize themselves. In consequence
of this spirit no schools were founded. The French missionaries, who were
the agents of the state as well as the church, being Roman Catholics, felt
no interest in the general diffusion of popular intelligence ; and the natural
result of all this was, that the physical force of that ignorant population,
composed of French Canadians, the fur traders, the peasantry, and the
wandering half-breeds, was confined within the channels of this traffic, pre-
senting a form of character similar to that of a colony of sailors. The
capital necessary to carry on the fur trade, which, in its system of opera-
tion, was similar to the whale fishery, as it is now conducted in this coun-
try, was engrossed in the hands of the more opulent merchants, who acted
as agents for the French government; and the mass of peltries which were
transported from time to time through the lakes along the channel of the
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.Ottawas river, or across the portage of Niagara Falls to Montreal and
Quebec, poured the bulk of the profits into the hands of the stockholders,
or what La Hontan terms the “ farmers of the beaver skins,lLand left just
enough in the hands of the traders for a scanty support. A particular ac-
count of the North American fur trade we reserve for a future paper.

In exact keeping with this spirit was the policy of the old French laws.
The “ Coutume de Paris," or the “ Customs of Paris,” adopted by the French
for the government of the west, was nothing less than a liberalized feudal
system ; and, as it was here administered, its necessary result was to
cripple the energies of the French colonists by prescribing the size of
their farms, and seems to have been expressly designed to check agricul-
ture by its system of granting lands. Surely that government must have
valued these western lands at a higher price than the visions of our western
speculators have ever imagined, to have been so coy in their distribution.
Grants, indeed, were sometimes, although seldom, made by the seigneur,
hut in what tracts, and under what conditions ? We have before us the
first grant that was made at Detroit, by Antoine de la Motthe Cadillac, its
founder, to Francois Fafard De Lorme, in 1706 ; and, although it conveyed
but thirty-two acres, it is burdened with fines and encumbrances which a
feudal lord of the dark ages would have scarcely bound upon his vassal.
W e would here mention some of its principal conditions, premising that the
grant was made under a special commission from Louis XIV. to the
seigneur, who is termed in the record the “ Lord of Bouaget, Mont Desert,
and commandant for the king at Detroit," investing him with the power to
make grants of land in that seigniory to whomsoever he might think proper.
And in the first place the grantee was bound to pay to the seigneur, in his
“ castle and principal manor” on the 20th of March of each year, the sum
of five livres quit-rent, and “ for other rights” whereof he had divested him-
self, the sum of ten livres in peltry, and when a current money should be
established, he was bound to pay that sum in money, forever. He was also
obliged to clear and improve the ceded tract within three months from the
date of the grant, on pain of forfeiture. He was bound to Diant or help to
plant a long maypole at the door of the principal manor, on the 1st of May
in each year, or to pay three livres in money or good peltry. He was
bound to grind his grain at the mill of the seigneur, and to pay therefor.
He was obliged to inform the seigneur of the sale of his property, and the
right was reserved to the seigneur to purchase it himself at the offered
price. The grantee had no power to cede, transfer, or sell it, but with the
consent of the grantor; and, if this consent was obtained, he was himself
subjected to the personal charges and the fees for the right of alienation.
For the next ten years after the grant was made, no locksmith, blacksmith,
armorer, or brewer, was permitted to work at his trade upon the land
without the permission of the grantor. All the timber required for the
construction of fortifications, boats, or.other vessels, was reserved. The
goods imported by the grantee were not permitted to be sold upon the land
except by established residents of the place, and the grantee was also pro-
hibited from the selling of brandy to the Indians on pain of confiscation
of the spirit sold or the goods for which it was exchanged.* These were
some of the conditions and fines imposed on a tract which, under our

* For the record of this grant we would refer our readers to the American State
Papers, class viii. p. 191.
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wholesome system of land policy, may be purchased for the price of fifty
dollars, with the best title from the government, and that in fee simple.

The adminstration of this crude system of law, which from necessity
prevailed around the posts, although exercised with mildness, was indeed
nothing more than a military despotism. The commandants of the posts
possessed a sort of summary authority, over which in some cases the gov-
ernor-general of Canada had an appellate jurisdiction.

By that policy, agriculture was checked, general intelligence was pre-
vented, and a people who might have strengthened the power of France in
this country by the augmentation of its physical resources, were sent abroad
in the thriftless and uncertain channels of the fur trade, like so many
mariners, expending in a month the products of their labor for a year. And
where are the monuments of French enterprise upon the lakes, from the
time when La Salle first crossed them to the year 1760, the period in
which the territory was conquered by England ? A few dying Indians
were converted and baptized by the jesuits; a few cargoes of furs were
shipped from the borders of the lakes to France. The energies of the
people were turned into a current of the fur trade, which added but little
to the wealth of the soil; the wilderness, with its rich agricultural resources,
and its arteries of inland navigation, which were designed, under the action
of free enterprise, to circulate solid wealth through the country, remained
a solitude. Indeed all the vestiges which have come down to us, to show that
French power once existed on the soil at all, are here and there the sunken
timbers of a Catholic chapel, which once bore the cross, a few patches of
cultivated land enclosed by pickets, and worn out by improvident husbandry,
a few orchards of pear and apple trees, a few mouldering foundations, the
remains of the old French fortifications on the shores of the lakes and the
Mississippi, and a few straggling Frenchmen, still retaining the gown, the
sash, and the moccasin, most of them having Indian blood in their veins,
and employed either as voyagers in the fur trade, travelling along the
shores of the lakes in their French carts drawn by Canadian poneys, or
engaged in a quiet and unenterprising spirit of husbandry, taking but little
interest in the American improvements which are fast pressing upon them,
mourning over the golden days of seigniorial grandeur, and the departed
glory of their liege lords.

Even after the territory passed into the hands of the English, its condi-
tion was not much improved. From the time when the northwest was first
settled by the French, down to the year 1760, when Major Rogers, under
the direction of General Amherst, advanced across Lake Erie and took
possession of Detroit, the territory had presented but little of stirring inte-
rest. Situated as it was at a great distance from the border wars which
raged on the line that divided the French and English, it remained in com-
parative peace. Bands of savages were occasionally despatched from the
lake shores by French agency against the English settlements; a party of
capricious savages sometimes made an attack upon the French posts, and
hostile parties of the Iroquois showed themselves upon the borders of the
lakes against their ancient enemies, the Algonquins; but these incursions
would not have been deemed of sufficient importance to receive any perma-
nent record, had they not been the only belligerent operations that marked
the territory at this time. The colonies were mercantile colonies, and they
were embarked in the silent and peaceful operations of the fur trade. But
when the English gained possession of the western posts, the scene opened
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with more bustling preparations ; the French were conquered, and although
they remained in their old settlements, protected by the capitulation of
Montreal, the English, their rivals, had established themselves upon the con-
quered territory. The red men, the friends of the French, who had been
scattered in comparative repose through the forest, now perceived a new
power which they had been taught to hate, advancing upon their ancient
domain. When, therefore, the Ottawa chief Pontiac, the principal sachem
of the northwestern tribes, first met Rogers on the shore of Lake Erie ad-
vancing towards Detroit to tear down the standard of Bellestre, he seems to
have determined to organize his tribes and come to the rescue of his ancient
allies. Accordingly, the savage bands from the remotest points of the wil-
derness upon the whole line of the frontier— the Ottawas, the Wyandots,
or Flurons, the Pottawatamies, the Chippeways, the Miamies, the Shawanese,
the Winnebagoes, the Foxes, and parts of other tribes— freshly painted them-
selves for battle, sharpened their rusty tomahawks, kindled their camp fires,
sung their war songs, danced their war dance, and flashed their scalping
knives in fierce defiance in the red light. The events that followed in 1763
are now matter of history. Twelve forts, stretching along a thousand miles
of the northwestern frontier, were attacked nearly at the same time ; the
old fortification of Michilimackinac, upon the northern part of the peninsula
of Michigan, was burned to its foundations, after one of the most ghastly
butcheries that disfigures the annals of Indian warfare had been perpetrated.
Detroit was besieged for months by Pontiac in person, that deceptive, politic,
and far-seeing, but noble savage; and this post, together with that of Nia-
gara and Pittsburgh, were the only ones which held out. The arrival of
Col. Bouquet with an English force, prevented the fleur-de-lis from again
waving along the whole line of the lake frontier.

W e have remarked that the physical condition of the northwest was not
much improved by the transfer of its dominion from France to England,
and the occupation of the soil by the conquerors. The French were guaran-
tied the enjoyment of their civil and religious rights, although English laws
were partially introduced; yet few lands were permitted to be granted to
the settlers. The Hudson’s Bay Company, now in existence, which was
chartered in 1668, and afterwards the Northwest Company, stretched their
despotic dominion over the wilderness upon that track that had before been
occupied by the French fur trade, and the furs which had before been
shipped to France, were forwarded to China or to England, the traffic itself
being pi'osecuted by the same general agents, and with the same system of
machinery. Although Robert Rogers, the commandant of the first English
detachment that had ever advanced to the western shore of the lakes, pub-
lished a journal of his expedition, Alexander Henry, an English trader,
who was present at the fall of Michilimackinac, gave the public an
account of the country in his journal