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These data are presented as an aid for the analysis of economic developments in the Central
Mississippi Valley. The emphasis is on economic activity in the metropolitan centers. Because of
the complexity of the economic process, a more meaningful analysis can be made by considering the
entire set of indicators rather than relying on any single one. Moreover, there may be technical
shortcomings in some series.

All area data are presented in both unadjusted and adjusted-for-seasonal-variation form. Index
numbers are on a 1957-59 base. In addition, in order to smooth erratic fluctuations, the indexes of
electric power, department store sales, and check payments are averages of the indexes for three
months, centered on the middie month.

The index of industrial use of electric power is based on data provided to this Bank by
public utility companies, and by individual firms using self-generated power. Employment data are
developed by the respective State Employment Security Offices. Sales figures are provided by
cooperating department stores in each center and represent only a portion of total retail sales.
Check payments are reported monthly by all or a sample of commercial banks in each area. Check
payments are debits to demand deposit accounts, except interbank and U. S. Government accounts.
The data for deposits and business loans provided by weekly reporting banks are monthly averages
of weekly data. Deposits include time deposits and demand deposits other than interbank and
U. S. Government, less cash items in process of collection.

The consolidated regional indexes are based primarily on combined data from the metropolitan
centers. The consolidated index for check payments is based on reports from the 7 metropolitan
areas and 15 other centers and includes 94 respondeat banks. Department store sales include
reporting stores in the metropolitan areas and in 11 medium-size cities.

Footnotes for charts:

1. Three-month moving averages (except 3. Includes stores in Vincennes 5. All commercial

latest month, which is a two-month banks
average)
2. Weekly reporting banks 4. All member banks n.a. Not available
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1958 4.9 93.0
1959 105.1 102.6
1960 131.5 106.8
1961 109.9 106.3
1962 109.3 105.0
1963 uza 107.8
1963
Feb. 40 113.0 8 107.7
Mar. 39 g 8 106.9
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Index

m«m&amm_%__x ndex m dptax _ Imex i/ MW.@M Imlex lsdex
1957 98.3 99.8 95.2 k.8 88.0 102.0 95.8 95.6 93.8
1958 100..0 1.7 99.9 S¢9 '200.0 100.3 8.7 96.0 100.5
1959 100.7 8.5 104.5 4.8 112.8 97.8 105.5 108.5 105.7
1960 96.4 QT 103.5 6.6 123.5 105.0 15.7 104.2
1961 101.1 97.2 108.5 6.3 146.7 6.9 4.8 125.8 16.4
1962 119.2 1n2.2 132.6 b6 29.6 107.8 13%.7 143.5 136.2
1963 123.9 8.5 134.3 %) 9.6 142 150.9 260. 150.1
1963
Feb. 29 ia.8 18 5.7 -33.6 3.9 28.9 27.5 .7 23hd T 146.6 158.4 155.6 140.2 142.9
Mar. 29 121.0 pt:) 229.8 bl 3.4 229.5 aq.5 11k.5 89 W77 155.7 187.6 k2.1 155.1
Apr. 29 120.5 19 7.7 1260 kb 2272 2146 108.8 158 K 151.2 159.3 158.5 146.6 147.1
Moy 29 120.5 18 117.7 1261 5.2 192.9 @8.3 pRU 3 A19.B 9l 7.4 161.4 15%.3 7.0 149.0
June 29 122.3 18 1198.5 127.3 4.8 - S 231.3 al.3 122.3 8% 15).3 162.8 160.6 150.6 150.8
July 29 125.7 19 120.3 5.3 232.1 226.0 107.5 122.8 100 150.6 161.5 161.2 351.3 150.5
Aug. 29 126.1 19 120.3 1374 ks 229.9 8x.1 133.4 2161 95 154.9 360.2 PV 4 150.9 152.1
Sept. 30 125.7 19 120.9 13h.9 5.k 2371 5.7 110.9 132.3 93 152.2 - 16h.0 16h.2 15k.9 156.2
Oct. 30 129.6 19 221.6 145.0 3.7 220.5 220.9 108.% 108,85 % 151.3 165.5 1648 156.3 153.8
Nov. 30 126.7 19 19.6 139.9 5.3 250n.8 a7 137.2 189.5 89 154.6 166.0 165.9 1574 154.5
Dec. 30 125.7 19 119.0 138.7 3.9 203.3 2044 203.3 110.1 99 156.6 167.2 166.5 162.5 156.5
1964

i K 18 120. .2 . 19%.5 2272 Tl 13.0 i 159.9 168.6 170.8 135.9 1572
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CHECK PAYMENTS IN THIRTEEN MEDIUM-SIZE CITIES y

February 1964
February, 196k compared with

(In millions) January, 1064  February, 1963

Cape Girardesu, Mo. $ 23.2 -289% +15%
El Dorado, Ark. 36.1 - 20 + 3
Greenville, Miss. Lo.6 - 2k + 11
Hennibel, Mo. 1k.9 -1 +16
Helena, Ark. 13.7 - 15 + 10
Jackson, Tenn. 39.1 - 16 + 20
Jefferson City, Mo. 213.2 + 10 + 28
Owensboro, Ky. T2.3 - 13 + 19
Paducah, Ky. hu.8 - 16 +1h
Pine Bluff, Ark. 63.5 -1k +15
Quiney, Ill. 56.3 - 1k + 10
Sedalia, Mo. 23.5 - 20 + 5
Texarkana, Ark. 34.3 - 9 + 27

}_/ Debits to demand deposit accounts, except interbank and U. S. Government accounts.

Released March 30, 1964. Monthly data for 1960-62 is available on request to the
Research Department, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis.
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