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FEED GRAIN PROGRAM SIGNUP 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced that the number of farms 

and the agreed acreage diversion totals in the 1966 feed grain program signup have 
exceeded all prior years except 1965. Based on reports through April 8, the signup 
in the Nation includes 1.4 million farms, whose intended total diversion is 34.6 
million acres. The number of farms signed up for 1966 reflects a 5% decrease from 
1965, and the 34.6 million acres of total agreed diversion for this crop year is down 
6%. The signed farms are planning to divert 44% of their base acreage. The base 
acreage on the enrolled farms, at 79.0 million acres, represents 61% of the total 
on all feed grain farms in the United States. 

For the states of the Eleventh Federal Reserve District (Arizona, Louisiana, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas), 145,982 farms have been signed up in the 1966 feed 
grain program to divert 5.7 million acres, or 48% of the base acreage. The base 
acreage on the enrolled farms, ll.9 million acres, represents 70% of the total on 
all feed grain farms in the Southwest. 

AGRICULTURAL PRICES 
Prices received by the Nation's farmers declined 2% during the month ended 

April 15, points out the Statistical Reporting Service. Contributing the most to 
the decrease were lower prices for hogs and cattle, together with a seasonal decrease 
in egg prices. Higher prices for onions, tomatoes, and potatoes were partly offset
ting. The index was 9% above a year earlier, primarily as a result of higher live
stock prices. 

The parity index (which reflects prices paid for commodities and services, 
plus interest, taxes, and wage rates) at mid-April was an all-time high, or 4% above 
a year ago. The parity ratio was Bo, compared with 82 in the preceding month and 
76 a year earlier. 

PEANUT PRICE SUPPORT ANNOUNCED 
Secretary of Agriculture Freeman recently announced a minimum national 

average support price of $227 per ton for 1966-crop peanuts. This price compares 
with the 1965 support of $224 per ton. 

FERTILIZER SUPPLIES UP 
Net supplies of fertilizer materials in the United States for 1965-66 

(July 1, 1965-June 30, 1966) are estimated at 13.4 million tons of the primary 
plant nutrients - nitrogen, phosphate, and potash. According to the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service (ASCS), the quantity is 15% larger than in 
the preceding year and double that of 8 years ago. Net supplies of nitrogenous 
materials are placed at about 5.6 million tons (up 14% over 1964-65); phosphatic 
materials, about 4.5 million tons (up 22%); and potash for fertilizers, about 3.2 
million tons (up 10%). 

The ASCS says that fertilizer supplies are expected to be large enough to 
relieve the tight situation of the past 2 or 3 years; however, industry reports in
dicate that some spot orders cannot be filled. Some materials are reported to be in 
short supply, primarily because of their being preferred by mixers, bulk blenders, 



and farmers. Foreign trade data are expected to show that the United States is still 
a net importer of nitrogenous and potassic materials and a net exporter of phosphatic 
materials. 

MORE HOGS IN THE WORLD 
World hog numbers increased during 1965 for the second consecutive year 

and reached an estimated 468 million head, reports the Foreign Agricultural Service. 
Inventories were up 1% frOiila year earlier and 9% from the 1956-60 average. 

D A I R Y P R I C E - S U P P 0 R T SUMMARY RELEASED 
Net quantities of dairy products removed from the market through price

support and export programs in the 1965-66 marketing year (which ended March 31, 
1966) were about one-third of those removed in the 19b'4":b5 marketing year, reports 
the USDA. Price-support purchases of butter, nonf'at dry milk, and cheese - as well 
as payment-in-kind exports of butter and nonfat dry milk - were all below 1964-65. 
Cheese was not included in the payment-in-kind program. The Commodity Credit Cor
poration had virtually no uncommitted stocks of dairy products on March 31, 1966. 

Percent increase over 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area April 30, 1966 week week, 1965 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 3,482,000 2 4 
Louisiana •• 773,000 6 15 

23 states •• 54,389,000 1 8 
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