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REAPPRAISAL OF 1966 FARM INCOME 
The Nation's farmers likely will enjoy one of their most prosperous years 

in 1966, according to the Economic Research Service. Realized net farm income this 
year probably will be up about a billion dollars over the $14.1 billion estimated 
for 1965. This level would exceed that of any year of record except for the imme
diate post-World War II years, 1947 and 1948. The average net income realized per 
farm and the personal income per capita of farm people also are expected to be at 
all-time highs. Moreover, record levels of employment and income are in prospect 
for the economy as a whole in 1966. This situation is expected to bolster domestic 
markets for farm products, and further large gains are in prospect for exports of 
farm commodities. The optimistic outlook is the result of the reappraisal of farm 
income for 1966. 

SELF-HELP RURAL HOUSING CREDIT PROGRAM 
In Bexar County, Texas, a retired U.S. Army colonel and a Roman Catholic 

priest are directing a unique housing pro,iect. The development utilizes salvaged 
material from old Army barracks and the self-help of the rural residents who even
tually will live in - and own - the houses they construct. 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the key to the project 
is the self-help housing credit program of the Farmers Home Administration, through 
which low-income families reduce building costs by supplying most of the labor needed 
for the construction of their homes. In the Bexar County development {which is ap
proximately 12 miles from San Antonio), the houses are being built with an average 
loan of $1,800 but will be valued at an average of $6,500 each. Similar FHA proj
ects are under way in California, Michigan, Mississippi, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and Puerto Rico. 

RECORD COTTON CARRY-OVER IN PROSPECT 
U.S. mill consumption of cotton during the 1965-66 marketing year (which 

ends July 31, 1966) is expected to total about 9.5 million bales, or the highest 
level since 1952-53, reports the ERS. Cotton exports, however, are down sharply, 
primarily because of a larger-than-expected working down of cotton stocks in foreign 
free-world countries. As a result, cotton carry-over on August 1, 1966, is expected 
to reach a record 16.7 million bales, compared with 14.3 million bales a year ago 
and the previous peak of 14.5 million bales on August 1, 1956. 

USDA SCIENTISTS MAKE IMPORTANT DISCOVERY 
Dr. James T. Madison and George A. Everett, Biochemists in the USDA's Ag

ricultural Research Service, have determined the structure of a second nucleic acid, 
one of the basic cell components expressing hereditary characteristics. The diSCO'V
ery gives new hope for the control of genetic defects and diseases and offers a clue 
to one line of attack on cancer, according to the USDA. 

VEGETABLES FOR PROCESSING 
The prospective planted acreage for 7 of the 10 principal vegetable crops 

grown for commercial processing in the United States, as of April 1, is estimated 



at 1.6 million acres, points out the Statistical Reporting Service. An acreage of 
this size is 8% larger than the 1965 total and 12% greater than the 1960-64 average. 
Increases oveT""91965 are expected for each of the 7 crops for which data are avail
able - green lima beans, snap beans, sweet corn, green peas, winter spinach, tomatoes, 
and cabbage contracted for use as kraut. 

PLANS TO STRENGTHEN DHIA PROGRAM 
Plans to strengthen the program of the national Dairy Herd Improvement 

Association (DHIA) were drawn up at the first meeting of the National DHIA Coordi
nating Group on February 23-24 in Washington, D. C., according to a recent USDA re
lease. More than 66,ooo leading U.S. dairy herd owners are participants in the DHIA 
plan to improve efficiency by keeping accurate records of business inputs and outputs. 
Each year, member herds average 4,200 lbs. of milk more per cow than the average U.S. 
milk cow yields. --- ----

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area April 16, 1966 week week, 1965 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 3,463,000 3 9 
Louisiana •• 719,000 0 17 

23 states •• 53zl46,ooo 0 8 
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