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THE WHEAT SITUATION 
Heavy disappearance of wheat - well in excess of the 1965 crop - is the 

highlight of the current U.S. situation. During the first half of the 1965-66 mar
keting year, total disappearance of wheat reached slightly over 800 million bu., or 
about 65 million bu. above a year ago. According to the Economic Research Service, 
disappearance is expected to continue above the year-earlier rate and may exceed 
the 1.4 billion bu. of 1964-65. The carry-over on June 30, 1966, is expected to be 
from approximately 185 million bu. to 225 million bu. below the 818 million bu. of 
a year ago. 

A constant level of per capita use of wheat flour, together with a slight 
increase in population, resulted in greater use of wheat for food in the United States 
during 1965 than at any time in history. Feeding of wheat to livestock is somewhat 
above last year. As a result, domestic disappearance in 1965-66 is now estimated 
at around 685 million bu., up approximately 40 million bu. from a year earlier. 
With the recent acceleration in special program shipments, U.S. wheat exports may 
total from 100 million bu. to 150 million bu. above the 728 million bu. of 1964-65. 
The ERS says that the increase over a year ago will depend, to a large extent, upon 
the ability of transportation and handling facilities, both in the United States and 
India, to handle the expanded famine-relief shipments. 

STUDY ON THRIPS RESISTANCE IN PEANUTS 
A grant of $32,463 has been awarded to Oklahoma State University for basic 

research on the resistance of various peanut varieties to thrips, announced the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. The 2-year study will be directed by Dr. Robert R. Walton 
of the University's Department of Entomology and is being sponsored by the Entomology 
Research Division of the USDA's Agricultural Research Service. The insect pest is 
found in all peanut-producing areas of the United States. Its feeding causes mal
formation of the leaves of young plants and, in severe infestations, results in a 
significant loss in peanut yields. 

NEW OUTBREAKS OF CATTLE SCABIES IN TEXAS 
Three new outbreaks of psoroptic cattle scabies, a type of mange caused 

by mites, have been reported in Texas, points out the USDA. Effective January 14, 
Federal quarantines were placed on the parts of Castro, Floyd, Hale, Lamb, and Swisher 
Counties which were considered to have been exposed. The present Federal quarantines 
include all areas in Briscoe County, as well as sections in the five counties now 
under partial quarantine. Cattle can be freed of the disease by dipping them in a 
pesticide that destroys the mites without harming the animals. 

WATCH OUT FOR OAK POISONING! 
March and April mark the beginning of the danger period for oak poisoning 

of livestock, according to Dr. J. W. Dollahite of Texas A&M University's College of 
Veterinary Medicine. Livestock losses from oak poisoning in Texas have been esti
mated at $10 million annually. The young leaves, shoots, and buds on oak trees are 
rich in tannic acid compounds which, when eaten in large quantities, are thought to 
cause poisoning of cows, sheep, goats, and horses. Before treatment of the animals, 



a veterinarian should be consulted. Dr. Dollahite says that research by the Texas 
Agricultural Experiment Station indicates that a supplemental feed containing cal
cium hydroxide (hydrated lime) provided daily will reduce cattle losses from oak 
poisoning. 

EGG PRODUCTION AT RECORD HIGH 
U.S. egg production reached a record 64.6 billion eggs in 1965, points 

out the Statistical Reporting Service. The output exceeded the former peak of 64.4 
billion eggs in 1964. Although the average number of layers was slightly below a 
year earlier, the average production per layer was an all-time high of 217.8 eggs. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area March 12, 1966 week week, 1965 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 3,125,000 9 5 
Louisiana •• 696,000 0 7 

23 states •• 48 2761 2000 1 6 
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