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AGRICULTURAL PRICES 
Prices received by U.S. farmers rose 3% during the month ended February 15, 

1966, according to the Statistical Reporting Service. Contributing the most to the 
advance were substantially higher prices for cattle, together with increased prices 
for eggs and most vegetables. The February index was 14% above a year ago. The 
parity index (which reflects prices paid for commodities and services, plus interest, 
taxes, and wage rates) at mid-February was a record high, or 3% above a year earlier. 
The parity ratio is placed at 83, compared with 80 on January 15 and 75 a year ago. 

The index of prices received by Texas farmers and ranchers for all farm 
products as of February 15 was also 3% above a month earlier and 12% higher than a 
year ago. The livestock and livestock products ind.ex advanced sharply over mid
January, and the all-crops index showed a slight gain. Prices for all red meat 
animals were higher than a month earlier and were substantially above a year ago. 
Texas hog prices at mid-February averaged $27 per cwt. - the highest of record. 

FIRST REPORT ON 1966 WHEAT PROGRAM SIGNUP 
In its first report on the progress of the voluntary 1966 wheat program 

signup, the U.S. Department of Agriculture revealed that 176,929 farms had been en
rolled throug~1 February 11. These farms have wheat allotments totaling 6.3 million 
acres, or 13% of the national total effective allotment. (Signup dates are not the 
same as in past years; consequently, comparisons are not possible at this time.) 
The USDA says that the extent of acreage diversion is not expected to be as large 
in 1966 because of a change in the program for the spring wheat-producing region. 
Spring wheat growers will not be eligible for payments on additional voluntary 
diversion below allotments. 

Wheat producers who sign up for the 1966 program will be eligible for 
price-support loans at a national average rate of $1.25 per bu. They will also 
receive domestic wheat marketing certificates, which will bring the total support 
to 100% of parity on 45% of their production. 

GUIDES FOR SUMMER AND FALL VEGETABLES 
The USDA recently announced acreage-marketing guides for 1966-crop summer 

and fall vegetables for fresh market, summer melons, sweet potatoes, and vegetables 
for commercial processing. The 1966 guides recommend planted acreages of summer 
melons and summer and fall vegetables for fresh market about equal to those planted 
in 1965. Sweet potato growers are advised to reduce their 1966 plantings by 8%, 
while a 2% increase is recommended for plantings of eight vegetables for commercial 
processing (beets, lima and snap beans, sweet corn, cucumbers, peas, spinach, and 
tomatoes). 

1 9 6 5 LAMB CROP 
The 1965 lamb crop in the United States totaled 17.6 million head, reflect

ing a 2% decrease from the 1964 crop, points out the SRS. In Texas - which annually 
produces approximately 15% of the Nation's lambs - the 1965 lamb crop of 2.8 million 
head was 9% larger than a year earlier but 8% below the 1959-63 average. 



C A T T L E H I D E E X P 0 R T S S E T R E C 0 R D 
U.S. exports of cattle hides reached 13.5 million pieces in 1965, exceed

ing by nearly 2 million pieces the previous recora:-set in 1964. The Foreign Agri
cultural Service says that practically all of the major traditional markets took 
substantially larger quantities of the hides during the year. Japan, which took 
3.8 million pieces in 1965, continued to be the largest single market for U.S. 
cattle hides. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area February 26, 1966 week week, 1965 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas •••••• 2,656,000 -6 -10 
Louisiana •• 727,000 7 20 

23 states •• 48,513,000 -2 7 
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