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****************************************** 
* * * NOVEMBER 23 IS REFERENDUM DAY * 
* November 23, 1965, is an important day for many southwestern farmers. * 
* Growers of rice and both upland and extra-long staple cotton will vote in * 
* three separate referendums on marketing quotas for these 1966 crops. Pro- * 
* ducers of peanuts will also vote in a referendum on November 23 for the * 
* 1966, 1967, and 1968 crops. A favorable vote of at least two-thirds of * 
* the growers voting is required for marketing quotas to be effective. * 
* * 
****************************************** 

F 0 R D I N N E R ? 
The average II.• ~· farm worker provided food, fiber, and other agricultural 

products for 33 persons during 1964. '.!he u. s. Department of Agriculture says that, 
of this number, 5 persons live in foreign countries. A hundred years ago, the 
average farm worker took care of only 4 others in addition to himself. A decade ago, 
the comparable figure was l7 extra people, only a little more than one-half the 1964 
average. 

U S D A F 0 0 D A S S I S T A N C E BROADENED 
Secretary of Agriculture Freerean recently reported that food donations 

by the USDA's Consumer and Marketing Service for needy persons and school children 
in the Nation during the 1965 fiscal year (which ended June 30) totaled nearly 2 
billion lbs., or about 7% more than in the previous fiscal year. The bulk of the 
donations - more than l.l billion lbs. - was distributed through state and local 
governmental agencies to a record 5.8 million needy persons. Donated foods come 
from stocks acquired by the USDA through its price-support and surplus-removal 
activities. '.I'he value of the donations in fiscal 1965 was $469.6 million, compared 
with $ 370 .3 million in 1964. 

'.Ihe following are the numbers of needy persons in family units in the 
Eleventh District states who were receiving donated corr.modities at the end of the 
1965 fiscal year: Arizona, 78,015; louisiana, 64,026; New ~exico, 50,908; Oklahoma, 
263,303; and Texas, 152,014. 

U. S. FARM EXP 0 RT S SE T NEW REC 0 RDS 
U. s. farm exports during fiscal 1964-65 reached an all-time high of $6,og6 

million, compared with $6,067 million a year earlier, according to the Economic 
Research Service. New records were set for shipments of corn, grain sorghums, 
soybeans, inedible tallow and greases, variety meats, hides and skins, oilcake and 
meal, and soybean oil. Commercial sales for dollars accounted for about three
fourths of the total value of u. s. exports, and exports under Government-financed 
programs comprised the remainder. 

Japan continued to be the leading foreign ~arket for u. s. agricultural 
exports during 1964-65, accounting for 12% of the export total. India became the 
second largest outlet for u. s. farm products - mainly for foodstuffs under Govern
ment-financed programs to meet that country's unusually severe food deficit, which 
resulted from poor harvests in 1964. Other top markets were Canada, the Nether
lands, the United Kingdom, West Germany, and Italy. 



LIVESTOCK 
Fort Worth marketings of all classes of livestock except sheep and lambs 

for the week en~hursday, October 28, were sharply above the preceding week's 
limited offerings, reports the Consumer and Marketing Service. The cattle run totaled 
an estirrated 9,lCO head, a figure that is almost double that of a week earlier and 
slightly above a year ago. Trading was moderately active until midweek and then 
became slow. There were too few slaughter steers offered to test price trends; 
however, a partial load and smaller lots of Good 740- to l,lCO-lb. animals cleared 
at $21.90 to $24 per cwt. Utility and Corrmercial cows brought $13.50 to $16 per cwt. 
Compared with the previous Thursday's market, feeder cattle prices were steady to 
50¢ per cwt. lower, with Geed 475- to 650-lb. yearling steers quoted at $20.40 to 
$24 .60 per cwt. 

Calf sup~lies are placed at 4,325, reflecting gains of 60% over a week 
earlier and 86% over the corresponding 1964 period. Slaughter calf prices were 
steady to 50¢ per cwt. lower than a week earlier. Good grades of killing calves 
weighing up to 550 lbs. cleared at $20 to $21.90 per cwt., and 280- to 500-lb. 
stocker steer calves sold at $21 to $25.50. 

A total of 900 hogs was received at Fort Worth during the week ended 
October 28, compared with 575 in the preceding week and 925 a year ago. Trading 
was fairly active, but the price trend was downward until midweek. Thursday quota
tions for barrows and gilts were mainly steady to 50¢ per cwt. lower than a week 
earlier. 'Ihe majority of the u. s. No. 1 through No. 3 Grades of 200- to 265-lb. 
butchers sold at $22.50 to $23.25 per cwt. 

Sheep and lamb marketings, at approximately 1,500 head, were down 29% 
from the preceding week and were less than one-half of the year-earlier offerings. 
Demand for all classes and grades continued fairly broad, and prices remained steady. 
The bulk of the mixed grade lots of wooled slaughter lambs, including 66- to 103-lb. 
averages, brought $21 to $22 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
For the week ended Friday, October 29, commercial broiler-fryer markets 

opened steady in south Texas and about steady in east Texas with a slight price 
increase noted, according to the State Department()'f"°"Agriculture. On Thursday the 
east Texas market became slightly stronger, reflecting general price gains as a re
sult of the shortage of broiler supplies. Demand for ready-to-cook birds was mostly 
slow. At Friday's close the undertone was slightly unsettled in both south and east 
Texas. The closing price in south Texas was 15¢ per lb., and east Texas quotations 
ranged from 14.5¢ to 15.7¢. During the corresponding 1964 period, closing prices 
in south Texas were 14.5¢ to 15¢ per lb., and those in east Texas ranged from 13¢ 
to 14.5¢. 

On Monday, November 1, commercial broiler markets were stronger in south 
Texas and about steady in east-Texas. Prices per lb. were reported to be 15.5¢ 
in south Texas and 15¢ to 15.5¢ in east Texas. 
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