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FARM INCOME PICTURE BRIGHTER 
Realized net farm income in the United States during January-June 1965 was 

estimated at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of $13.8 billion, a figure that is 
fully a billion dollars above the rate in the first half of 1964, reports the Eco
nomic Research Service. Rising farm prices in April, May, and June (particularly 
for meat animals) were the major factor in the brightening farm income picture for 
1965. With the prospects for harvest generally favorable, realized net farm income 
in 1965 may be the highest since 1953. However, prices likely will ease off during 
the second half of the year, according to the ERS. 

C 0 T T 0 N R 0 0 T R 0 T A PLANT KILLER 
Cotton root rot - a disease that is common to all areas of Texas except 

the Panhandle and High Plains - often causes deaths of shrubs and ornamentals. Ac
cording to Wendell Horne, Extension Plant Pathologist at Texas A&M Universi~y, 
the infected plants die suddenly after the first symptoms of wilting. The roots 
decay, and when the plant is pulled from the soil, the bark of the root slips easily 
and has woolly strands of the fungus clinging to the surface. 

According to Mr. Horne, there is no satisfactory chemical control for 
cotton root rot. However, the disease can be avoided or reduced through the use 
of resistant plants. 

WHEAT 
Total U. S. disappearance of wheat exceeded production in the 1964-65 mar

keting year (July 1964-June 1965) for the fourth consecutive year, according to the 
ERS. During these years, carry-over stocks declined substantially, and by July 1, 
1965, they totaled 819 million bu., the lowest level since 1953· 

U. S. exports of wheat contributed to the heavy disappearance in 1964-65, 
as they have for a number of years. Shipments reached 730 million bu., the second 
highest volume of record. Feeding of wheat expanded sharply in 1964-65, as a result 
of the competitive prices for wheat and feed grains brought about by the present 
wheat program. The ERS says that total disappearance of wheat in 1965-66 likely 
will exceed production, since exports are expected to be near the high level of a 
year earlier and feeding may increase. 

FISH AND WILDLIFE NOT AFFECTED 
Fish and wildlife suffered no injury from the insecticide malathion which 

was used in a cooperative program conducted last fall to halt the westward movement 
of the boll weevil, reports the U. S. Department of Agriculture. The program involved 
treatment of approximately 300,000 acres of cotton land in the vicinity of Lubbock, 
Texas, and resulted in a reduction of more than 90% in the overwintering population 
of boll weevils. 

MEAT PRODUCTION 
Red meat production in the Nation during the first half of 1965 totaled 

15,151 million lbs., or 3% below the output in the corresponding 1964 period, ac
cording to the Statistical Reporting Service. Of the January-June volume, 8,852 



million lbs. were beef (virtually unchanged from a year earlier); 442 million lbs. 
were veal (up 6%); 5,541 million lbs. were pork (down 8%);. and 316 million lbs. were 
lamb and mutton (down 11%). 

1 I V E S T 0 C K 
Fort Worth cattle and calf receipts for the week ended Thursday, August 5 , 

were below both the preceding week and the corresponding 19~riod, points out the 
Consumer and Marketing Service. The cattle supply of an estimated 5,500 compared 
with 6,700 a week ago and 7,700 last year. Demand was fairly good for all slaughter 
cattle, and prices for steers and heifers were mainly steady as compared with the 
previous week. High-Good and low-Choice 900- to 1,050-lb. slaughter steers sold at 
$25 to $25.80 per cwt., and Utility cows cleared at $13.50 to $14.50. Feeder cattle 
prices were fully steady to 50¢ per cwt. higher than on the preceding Thursday, with 
Good and Choice mostly 500- to 700-lb. yearling steers quoted at $22.50 to $24.30 
per cwt. 

Calf offerings are placed at 1,625, reflecting decreases of 11% from a 
week earlier and 17% from a year ago. Prices for slaughter calves were steady to 
50¢ per cwt. higher than at the preceding Thursday's close. Standard and Good 
grades of killing calves brought $19 to $23.60 per cwt., and Good and Choice 300-
to 500-lb. stocker steer calves cleared at $23.50 to $26.20. 

Hog marketings, at about 875, were unchanged from the previous week but 
were 150 fewer than in the comparable period last year. Barrows and gilts sold at 
prices which were 50¢ to $1 per cwt. higher than a week earlier. U. S. No. 1 through 
No. 3 Grades of 185- to 270-lb. butchers were quoted at $22.50 to $24 per cwt. 

Shee~ and lamb offerings totaled an estimated 3,000, compared with 2,200 
in the preceding--:;;eek'a:nd 5,100 a year ago. Prices for slaughter spring lambs were 
steady to 50¢ per cwt. lower than a week earlier, and those for other classes were 
mostly steady. Good and Choice grades of wooled slaughter spring lambs brought $21 
to $22.50 per cwt., and shorn lambs with No. 2 and No. 3 pelts cleared at $20 to $21 . 

POULTRY 
For the week ended Friday, August 6, Texas commercial broiler markets 

opened weaker, following price decreases in other areas, reports the Texas Depart
ment of Agriculture. There was very little price fluctuation in east Texas through
out the trading period, and the south Texas market remained steady. At Friday's 
close, the undertone in both areas was firm. The closing quotation in south Texas 
was 15¢ per lb., and prices in east Texas ranged from 14¢ to 15¢. During the corre
sponding 1964 period, closing quotes were 14.5¢ per lb. in south Texas and 13.5¢ to 
15.1¢ in east Texas. 

Texas commercial broiler markets were stronger on Monday, August 9. The 
following prices per lb. were quoted: South Texas, 15.5¢, and east Texas, 14.5¢ to 
15¢. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area July 31, 1965 week week, 1964 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas ••.••• 2,939,000 -1 8 
Louisiana •• 639,000 -6 12 

23 states .• 46,351,000 -3 13 
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