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MARKETING CHARGES D 0 W N 
Charges for marketing farm-originated fo od prcducts in the United States 

ave raged 1% lower in January-March 1965 than in the preceding quarter, reports the 
Economic Research Service. In contrast, prices rec eived by farmers for products in 
the market basket (average quantities of food. purchased by wage-earner and clerical
worker families and single workers) averaged about 1% higher. Most of the increase 
r esulted from higher prices for meat animals and potatoes. The Nation's farmers re
ce ived an average of 38¢ of the dollar which consumers spent for farm food products 
in the first 3 months of 1965, or 1¢ more than in both the previous quarter and the 
corresponding 1964 period. 

C 0 T T 0 N PRODUCTION 
The 1964 national cotton crop totaled an estimated 15.2 million bales, 

according to a-recent release of the Statistical Reporting Service. The outturn 
(as indicated by ginnings for the season) was 1% below the 1963 figure but 9% above 
the 5-year (1958-62) average. Cottonseed prcduction, at 6.2 million tons, was 1% 
larger than a year earlier. The combined value of cotton lint and cottonseed 
amounted to $2,546 million, or 9% less than the 1963 value. 

In the Eleventh District states (Arizona, Louisiana, New Mexico, Okla
homa, and Texas), the 1964 cotton crop is placed at 6.1 million bales, reflecting 
a 7% decrease from the previous year. Cottonseed production of 2.5 million tons 
was 5% less than in 1963. ~'he combined value of cotton lint and cottonseed in the 
District states totaled $976 million, or 15% below the preceding year. 

FARM INCOME 
Cash receipts from farm marketings in the Eleventh District states during 

January-March 1965 amounted to $873.5 million, or 5% below the corresponding 1964 
quarter, reports the U. S. Department of Agriculture.~eipts from crops were 
down 7%, and those from livestock and livestock products showed a 3% decrease. 

MARKET POTENTIAL FOR LOW-FAT MILK 
Sales of low-fat milk, a new milk product, may triple by 1970, according 

to a recent USDA report. The report points out that weight-conscious consumers are 
buying more and more low-fat milk and that sales of the product are expected to in
crease faster than sales of whole or skim milk during the next few years. Low-fat 
milk usually contains about 2% butterfat and 10% nonfat solids, while whole milk 
has about 3.5% butterfat and 8.5% nonfat solids. 

M 0 R E P 0 T A T 0 E S I N 1 9 6 5 
'While 1964 was a year of low production and high prices for U. S. Irish 

potatoes, the situation could be reversed in 1965, according to the USDA. The early
s pring crop is 14% above last year, and the total acreage for the late-spring crop 
is up 26%. If the intended acreages of late-summer and fall potatoes are planted 
and near-average yields are obtained, production probably would greatly exceed mar
ket demands, and a heavy supply-low price situation likely would again develop, warns 
the USDA. 



L I V E S T 0 C K 
Weather conditions continued. to be a factor in restricting Fort Worth 

livestock marketings during the week ended Thursday, May 20, but receipts of all 
classes of livestock except sheep and lambs showed advances over the preceding week. 
According to the Consumer and Marketing Service, the cattle supply of an estimated 
3,200 head was 23% larger than a week earlier but was 27% below a year ago. Demand 
was generally broad, and trading was active each day. Closing prices were fully 50¢ 
to $1 per cwt. higher than on the previous Thursday. Good and Choice 700- to 960-
lb. slaughter steers sold at $24.30 to $25.50 per cwt., Utility and Commercial cows 
brought mostly $14 to $16, and Gocd and Choice 550- to 900-lb. feeder steers were 
quoted at $20.20 to $23.80 per cwt. 

The calf run is placed at 750, or 225 more than in the previous week but 
100 below the cc;rresponding 1964 period. The majority of the Standard and Good 
grades of slaughter calves brought $20 to $23 per cwt., and the bulk of the Good 
and Choice 275- to 550-lb. stocker steer calves cleared at $20 to $24.90 per cwt. 

Hog marketings totaled approximately 975, compared with 600 a week ago 
and 1,125 a year earlier. Trading was active, and the price trend continued upward, 
reaching the highest level since September 1958. The bulk of the U. S. No. 1 through 
No. 3 Grades of 200- to 265-lb. barrows and gilts brought $19.50 to $20.50 per cwt. 

Sheep and lamb offerings of about 6,100 reflected decreases of 21% from 
the previous week ana:-b5"% from the corresponding 1964 period. Demand was fairly 
broad, and trading was active. All classes and grades sold at fully steady prices, 
with most of the Good and Choice 70- to 96-lb. slaughter spring lambs quoted at 
$25 to $26 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
In the week ended Friday, May 21, commercial broiler markets opened strong

er in south Texas and about steady i'ileast Texas, reports the State Department of 
Agriculture. The south Texas market remained steady throughout the trading period, 
while the east Texas market became stronger on Thursday after price advances in 
other areas. At Friday's close, the undertone was slightly unsettled to firm, with 
a price increase expected in south Texas for the following week's trading. The clos
ing quotation in south Texas was 15.5¢ per lb., and east Texas prices ranged from 
15.8¢ to 17.2¢. During the comparable 1964 period, closing quotes in south Texas 
were 14.5¢ to 15¢ per lb., and those in east Texas ranged from 13.5¢ to 14.5¢. 

On Monday, May 24, commercial broiler markets were stronger in south Texas 
and steady in east Texas.~The following prices per lb. were quoted: South Texas, 
17.5¢, and east Texas, 16¢ to 17¢. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area May 15, 1965 week week, 1964 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas .•.••. 3,377,000 1 13 
Louisiana •• 658,000 0 0 

23 states •. 50,296,000 0 9 
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