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FINAL COTTON SIGNUP REPORT 
A total of 64,194 cotton growers in 19 states have signed up to take 1.0 

million ~ out of cotton production this year under the domestic cotton allotment 
program, according to the U. S. Department of Agriculture. The effective cotton 
allotments on farms signing the agreements total 3.0 million acres. By signing up 
under the program, the producers agree to keep plantings within the domestic allot
ment total of about 2.0 million acres, a figure that is about two-thirds of the 
farms' effective acreage allotments. Farmers complying with their agreements are 
eligible for a price-support payment of 4.35¢ per lb. on the normal yield per acre 
determined for the farm, times the acreage planted for harvest. In addition, they 
will be eligible for price-support loans at the national average of 29¢ per lb. on 
all cotton produced. 

In the Eleventh District states (Arizona, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
and Texas), 27,605 farms have been signed up to take 646,352 acres out of cotton 
production in 1965. The farms signed up have 1.8 million acres of effective cotton 
allotments. By signing up under the program, the producers agree to keep plantings 
within the domestic allotment total of 1.2 million acres. 

3 °/o F H A L 0 A N S I N N A T U R A L D I S A S T E R A R E A S 
On May 14, Secretary of Agriculture Freeman announced that the Farmers 

Home Administration would now make loans at 3% interest to help eligible farm and 
rural nonfarm families restore homes and farTI1buildings that have been damaged by 
natural disasters. Previously, the interest rate on these loans was 4%. The 3% 
loans are also now available for replacing livestock, equipment, and household fur
nishings in areas where natural disasters have caused a need for such credit. 

The repayment terms of the 3% loans will depend upon the needs and repay
ment ability of the applicant, with a maximum term of 33 years on homes and farm 
buildings and a maximum term of 7 years on the replacement of equipment and live
stock. Payments on loans for op;rating expenses and the replacement of equipment 
and livestock may be deferred for 3 years when income for repayment will not be 
available for that period of time. Deferments may also be made on loans for the 
replacement of homes and farm buildings. 

FERTILIZER SUPPLIES UP 
Net supplies of fertilizer materials (nitrogen, phosphate, and potash) in 

the Nation for 1964-65 are expected to total 11.9 million tons, or 7% above a year 
earlier and 51% larger than in 1960-61, reports the Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service. The total includes a record 5.1 million tons of nitrogen 
(up 11% from a year ago), 3.7 million tons of phosphates (up 5%), and 3.1 million 
tons of potash (also up 5%). 

Despite the larger U. S. supplies, export demand for fertilizers has been 
so great that some anticipated shipments may have to be reduced in order to meet 
domestic requirements. As a result, farmers may be unable to obtain their first 
choice product, but they should be able to procure satisfactory quantities of plant 
nutrients to meet their needs. 



LIVESTOCK 
Severe thunderstorms and hail over much of the area served by the Fort 

Worth market during the week ended Thursday, May 13, resulted in sharply curtailed 
livestock receipts, reports the Consumer and Marketing Service. The Fort Worth 
cattle run of about 2,800 reflects decreases of 36% from the previous week and 32% 
from the comparable 1964 period. Thursday quotations for slaughter steers were 
fully steady with a week earlier. Good and Choice 735- to 1,050-lb. slaughter 
steers brought $22 to $25.50 per cwt., and most of the Utility and Commercial cows 
sold at $13 to $14.50. Demand for feeder cattle was fairly broad, and prices were 
fully steady to 50¢ per cwt. higher than a week ago. Good and Choice 500- to 750-
lb. feeder steers cleared at $21.75 to $24.50 per cwt. 

Calf offerings totaled an estimated 550, compared with 1,150 in the pre
ceding week and 775 a year earlier. Quotations for slaughter calves were 50¢ to 
$1 per cwt. higher than a week ago. The bulk of the Good grades of killing calves 
sold at $21 to $23 per cwt., and most of the Good and Choice stocker steer calves 
brought $22 to $24.50. 

A total of 600 hogs was received at Fort Worth during the week ended 
May 13, or about one-fourth below the previous week ~nd less than one-half the 
year-earlier offerings. Demand was broad, and Thursday prices were generally $1.50 
to $2 per cwt. higher than a week ago. Most of the mixed lots of U. S. No. 1 through 
No. 3 Grades of 200- to 255-lb. barrows and gilts cleared at $18.50 to $19.25 per 
cwt. 

Sheep and lamb supplies are placed at 7,600, compared with 8,700 in the 
previous week and 13,600 during the corresponding 1964 period. Demand was broad 
for all classes, and prices were fully steady each day. The majority of the Good 
and Choice 70- to 105-lb. slaughter spring lambs sold at $24.50 to $25.50 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
For the week ended Friday, May 14, commercial broiler markets opened 

slightly stronger in south Texas and abou:r-steady in east Texas, points out the 
State Department of Agriculture. Markets in both areas-were steady throughout 
the remainder of the trading period. At Friday's close, the undertone was firm, 
reflecting price increases in other parts of the Nation. Closing quotations per 
lb. were 15¢ in south Texas and 14¢ to 16¢ in east Texas. During the correspond
ing 1964 period, closing prices in south Texas were 13.7¢ to 14¢ per lb., and those 
in east Texas ranged from 12.5¢ to 14.4¢. 

On Monday, May 17, commercial broiler markets were stronger in south Texas 
and about steady in east Texas. Prices per lb. were 15.5¢ in south Texas and 14.5 ¢ 
to 15.7¢ in east Texas. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area May 8, 1965 week week, 1964 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas •.•..• 3,338,000 -1 12 
Louisiana •• 658,000 1 -3 

23 states .. 50,213,000 1 10 
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