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LIVESTOCK INVENTORY 
The number of cattle and calves on ~· £• farms and ranches as of January 

1, 1965, totaled an estimated 107.2 million head, fractionally above a year ago 
~nd marking the seventh consecutive year of record inventory highs, points out the 
Statistical Reporting Service. An increase in the number of beef-type cattle more 
than offset a decline in the inventory of milk cattle. The number of milk cows and 
heifers 2 years old and older decreased 3% to 17.6 million head - the smallest num
ber si~ce 1904. The inventory of beef cows advanced 3%, while that of steers 1 year 
old and older declined 5%· The number of all hogs and pigs on farms at the beginning 
of 1965 is placed at 53.1 million head, representing a 9% reduction from the preced
ing year. Sheep and lamb numbers, at an estimated 26.7 million head, were down 5% 
and were the smallest inventory of record. The number of chickens on farms rose 2% 
to a total of 376.7 million on January 1, 1965, and the turkey inventory increased 
4% to 6.5 million. The total inventory value of all livestock and poultry on the 
Nation 's farms and ranches at the beginning of the year amounted to $14.4 billion, 
or 9% below a year ago. 

LIVESTOCK ON FARMS AND RANCHES, JANUARY 1 

Five Southwestern States 

(In thousands) 

Cattle Hogs Sheep 
Area 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 

Arizona •••••••••• 1,140 1,100 30 29 482 460 
Louisiana •••••••• 1,890 1,890 171 190 67 71 
New Mexico ••••••• 1,106 1,257 44 45 938 1,055 
Oklahoma ••••••••• 4,190 4,029 271 327 162 162 
Texas •••••••••••• 10,239 10,342 702 924 4,662 5,013 

Five states •••• 18,565 18,618 1,218 1,515 6,311 6,761 

SOURCE: u. S. Department of Agriculture. 

The number of goats and kids on Texas farms and ranches as of January 1, 
1965, is placed at almost 4.1 million head, which is 4% more than a year ago. The 
total inventory value of goats in the State amounted to $28.4 million, compared with 
$29 .3 million at the beginning of 1964. The average value per head was $7, or 50¢ 
per head less than the year-earlier value. 



L I V E S T 0 C K 
Cattle and calf supplies at Fort Worth declined during the week ended 

Thursday, February 11, while receipts of other classes of livestock advanced, re
por~s the Consumer and Marketing Service. The cattle run of approximately 3,300 
was 600 fewer than in the preceding week and 200 less than a year ago. Slaughter 
steers sold at prices which were steady to 25¢ per cwt. lower than the preceding 
Thursday's close. Mixed Good and Choice 1,010- to 1,170-lb. slaughter steers 
brought $21.90 to $22.25 per cwt., and Utility cows cleared at $13.25 to $14. 
Prices for Choice feeder steers were down mostly 50¢ per cwt., but those for other 
grades held mainly steady. Mixed Good and Choice 500- to 700-lb. feeder yearling 
steers sold at $19.90 to $20.60 per cwt. 

Calf offerings totaled an estimated 1,125, or 30% below a week earlier 
but about the same as a year ago. Slaughter calf prices were steady to 50¢ per 
cwt. higher than the previous Thursday's close. Good grades of killing calves 
weighing up to 550 lbs. sold mainly at $19 to $20 per cwt., and quotations for 
mixed Good and Choice 275- to 475-lb. stocker steer calves ranged from $20 to 
$22.20. 

Hog marketings are placed at 1,375, reflecting gains of 83% over a week 
ago and 12a;;-over a year earlier. Fort Worth Fat Stock Show animals accounted for 
most of the expansion in numbers from the preceding week. Demand was fairly broad, 
and Thursday quotations for barrows and gilts were generally 25¢ to 50¢ per cwt. 
higher than a week ago. Mixed lots of U. S. No. 1 through No. 3 Grades of 190- to 
270-lb. butchers sold mainly at $16.25 to $17.25 per cwt. 

Sheep and lamb receipts totaled an estimated l,ooo, compared with 700 a 
week ago and 3,200 a year earlier. Fat Stock Show lambs comprised about one-half 
of the offerings. Quotations for all classes and grades of slaughter lambs advanced 
50¢ to $1 per cwt. on Monday and then remained unchanged. Mostly Choice 80- to 106-
lb. slaughter lambs sold at $22.50 to $23 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
For the week ended Friday, February 12, the major Texas commercial broiler 

markets opened fully steady, reports the State-r5epartment of Agriculture. The south 
Texas market remained steady throughout the trading period, and very little price 
fluctuation was noted in the east Texas market. At Friday's close, the undertone 
was slightly unsettled in both areas. The closing price in south Texas was 15.5¢ 
per lb., and east Texas quotations ranged from 14¢ to 15.2¢. During the correspond
ing 1964 period, closing prices in south Texas were 13.5¢ to 14¢, and those in east 
Texas ranged from 13.2¢ to 14.4¢. 

On Monday, February 15, Texas commercial broiler markets were steady, with 
the following prices per lb. quoted: South Texas, 15.5¢, and east Texas, 14¢ to 15.~ • 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area February 6, 1965 week weekz 1964 
BROILER CHICK 

PI·ACEMENTS Texas •••••• 2,631,000 6 -3 
Louisiana •• 613,000 0 7 

23 states •• 43,907,000 5 10 
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