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P E S T I C I D E M 0 N I T 0 R I N G P R 0 G R A M A N N 0 U N C E D 
Secretary of Agriculture Freeman has announced a new monitoring program 

by the U. S. Depar tment of Agriculture to determine scientifically if significant 
environmental hazards are resulting from normal agricultural use of pesticides. 
Laboratories staffed with chemists and other technicians will analyze samples taken 
by field. teams. Levels of pesticides in water, soil, crops > farm animals, and wild
life will be determined, and periodic changes will be recorded. 

According to the USDA, field stations will be set up to supervise the mon
itoring in given regions. These stations will be staffed with chemists) toxicolo
gists, entomologists, and other biological scientists and technicians. State De
partments of Agriculture are cooperating in the monitoring program. 'I'he monitor 
findings will be used in carrying on pesticide research and regulatory control. 

T H E W 0 0 1 0 U T 1 0 0 K 
The outlook for the U. S. wool industry during 1964 is for (1) a decline 

in sheep numbers from 1963, (2) less--WOOl production, (3) moderately lower mill con
sumption of apparel and carpet wool> (4) larger use of man-made fibers on woolen and 
worsted systems, (5) a shift in wool use to lower-quality wools, (6) a decrease in 
imports of raw wool, and (7) a continued. moderate increase in imports of apparel 
wool textile products. Domestj.c wool prices, however, are expected to average near 
the level of the last 2 years a 3 a result of the favorable supply-demand conditions 
prevailing in world markets> according to the Economic Research Service. 

UNITED S T A T E S T R A I N S JAPANESE BAKERS 
In a move toward stabilizing and increasing record-setting U. S. wheat 

sales to Japan, the U. S. wheat industry has begun an intensive training program 
f or future leaders of Japan's baking industry, reports the Foreign Agricultural 
Se rvice. The training program will include flour blending, buying and quality con
trol, laboratory analysis, plant maintenance, and engineering. 

Two Japanese bakeries have adopted a continuous baking process that has 
been used in the United States for about 10 years but that is entirely new in Japan; 
other bakeries are expected to start using the process. One objective of the train
ing pr ogram for Japanese bakers is to demonstrate that flour containing 50% hard 
winter wheat and 50% spring wheat results in bread. superior to that from spring 
wheat alone. 

PAYMENTS 0 N RE A E 1 E C T R I C 1 0 A N S 
Electric systems financed by the Rural Electrification Administration have 

passed the $2 billion mark in principal and interest payments to the Government on 
their loans-,-announced the USDA. The payments include $234 million in principal 
paid in advance of due dates and $647 million paid in interest. Payments made on 
princi pal on due dates amount to $1,123 million. 

The REA - which is now beginning its 30th year - has approved loans total
i ng $5.2 billion to borrowers in i~6 states, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. 
Of this amount, $4.4 billion has been advanced to borrowers for investment in elec
tric distribution, generation, and. transmission facilities. 



L I V E S T 0 C K 
Fort Worth cattle and calf supplies showed considerable reductions during 

the week ended Thursday, June 4, reports the Agricultural Marketing Service. Cattle 
recei-PtS of approximately~OO were down 40% from the previous week but were 7% 
above the year-earlier level. Trading on slaughter steers and heifers was moderately 
active on Monday but was slow thereafter. Prices were mostly steady to 25¢ per cwt. 
higher than on the preceding Thursday. Mixed Good and Choice 950- to 1,125-lb. slaug. 
ter steers cleared at $19.50 to $20.25 per cwt., and Utility and Commercial cows 
brought $11.25 to $12.50. Trading on feeder cattle was moderately active, and Thurs
day quotations for yearling steers were steady to $1 per cwt. higher than a week ago , 
with Good 500- to 795-lb. animals quoted at $15 to $18.50. 

The calf run totaled about 1,300, compared with 1,875 a week earlier and 
875 a year ago-:---Demand for slaughter calves was good, and prices were 50¢ to mostly 
$1 per cwt. higher than a week earlier. Good and Choice killing calves weighing up 
to 600 lbs. sold at $17 to $20.50 per cwt., and quotes on Good grades of 300- to 
450-lb. stocker steer calves ranged from $16.50 to $20.25. 

A total of 1,450 hogs was received at Fort Worth during the week ended 
June 4, or about one-fourth more than in the preceding week but approximately the 
same as a year earlier. Trading was fairly active, and Thursday quotations for 
barrows and gilts were mainly 25¢ per cwt. lower than a week ago. The bulk of the 
U. S. No. 1 through No. 3 Grades of 195- to 275-lb. butchers cleared at $14.50 to 
$15.25 per cwt. 

Sheep and lamb offerings are placed at 10,500, which is 1,800 fewer than 
a week ago but 400 more than in the corresponding period last year. Demand was 
fairly broad for all slaughter classes, and trading was active. Compared with the 
preceding Thursday, the top quotation on all classes of slaughter lambs was 50¢ per 
cwt. higher. The majority of the mixed lots of Good and Choice slaughter spring 
lambs sold at $20 to $23 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
In the week ended Friday, June 5, the principal Texas commercial broiler 

markets opened the trading period with price declines, according to the State Depart
ment of Agriculture. At Friday's close, the market in south Texas was steady, while 
that in east Texas weakened slightly. The undertone in both areas was highly un
settled, reflecting price decreases in other major broiler-produci.ng regions of the 
Nation. Closing quotations per lb. were: South Texas, 13¢ to 14.5¢, and east Texas 
12.5¢ to 13.5¢. For the corresponding 1963 period, the closing quote in south Texas 
was 15¢, and east Texas prices ranged from 13.8¢ to 14.7¢. 

On Monday, June 8, commercial broiler markets were slightly weaker in sout 
Texas and weaker in east Texas. The following prices per lb. were quoted: South 
Texas, 13¢ to 13.5¢, and east Texas, 12¢ to 13¢. 

Percent change from 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area May 30, 1964 week week, 1963 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas ....•. 3,088,000 -2 -2 
Louisiana .. 677,000 8 7 

22 states .. 45,138,000 -2 0 
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