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C A T T L E 0 N FEED 
The number of cattle and. calves on feed for slaughter market in the 28 

ma,jor cattle-feeding states as of January 1, 1964, is placed at 8.9 million head, 
representing a 1% decline from a year ago but--a-B"easonal increase over October 1, 
1963. Heifers and heifer calves accounted for nearly all of the decrease from a 
year earlier, according to the Statistical Reporting Service. Compared with Janu
ary 1, 1963, there were fewer cattle and calves on feed weighing under 900 lbs. but 
more heavier-weight animals. Cattle feeders in the 28 states plan to market 3.8 
million head during the first quarter of 1964, or about 43% of the total number of 
cattle on hand at the beginning of the year. 

In Texas, there were 478,000 cattle and calves on feed for slaughter mar
ket as of January 1, 1964, which reflects a 6% gain over the year-earlier figure and 
is up seasonally from the 402,000 at the beginning of October 1963. Feedlots with 
a capacity of 1,000 or more held 420,000 of the cattle being fed for slaughter mar
ket, or 88% of the total number being fed in the State. Of the 203 cattle feedlots 
with 1,000 or more capacity, there were only 166 that actually had cattle on feed 
on January 1. The total capacity of the 203 feedlots, when filled, is reported to 
be 704,900 head. 

R E P 0 R T 0 N F 0 0 D F 0 R P E A C E 
During the past 9 1/2 years, the United States has shared with needy people -

principally in the developing nations - nearly $13 billion worth of agricultural 
products at export value. These Food for Peace shipments represented one-third of 
the total value of approximately $39 billion worth of U. S. farm commodities exported 
over the period. Food for Peace shipments under Public Law 480 reached a record 
total of $1.6 billion in the 1963 calendar year, according to the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

THE R I C E S I T U A T I 0 N 
A bumper 1963 rice crop and some uncertainty in the export outlook are the 

dominant features of the-r§b3~rice situation in the United States, points out the 
Economic Research Service. However, exports are expected to exceed the high level 
of a year ago and may reach a new peak of 38 million cwt. Domestic demand for rice 
is expected to continue its upward trend in 1963-64 and probably will amount to 
about 29.5 million cwt. Consequently, total disappearance may also be at an all
time high but likely will not be large enough to offset the record crop. As a re
sult, carry-over on August 1, 1964, is expected to increase for the second consecu
tive year. 

FEWER B 0 LL WEEVILS I N HIBERNATION 
Fewer boll weevils went into hibernation this winter than a year earlier 

in most of the areas surveyed by entomologists in six southern states - Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas. Only south
central South Carolina and northeastern Louisiana showed higher average counts of 
live weevils per acre last fall than in 1962, according to the USDA. 



L I V E S T 0 C K 
Cattle and calf receipts at Fort Worth for the week ended Thursday, Janu

ary 23, were considerably larger than a-week earlier, while supplies of hogs and. of 
sheep and lambs were about unchanged, according to the Agricultural Marketing Serv
ice. The cattle run totaled. an estimated 4,200, compared with 3,250 in the previous 
week and 3,400 in the corresponding 1963 period. Trading on slaughter steers and 
heifers was generally slow. Closing prices for slaughter steers weighing under l,lOO 
lbs. were 25¢ to 75¢ per cwt. lower than on the preceding Thursday, and those for 
heavier weights were 50¢ to $1 per cwt. lower. Good and low-Choice 1,090- to 1,205-
lb. slaughter steers cleared at $21.25 to $21.75 per cwt., and Utility and Commercial 
cows brought $12 to $14.50. Trading on feeder cattle was moderately active, and. 
closing quotes were 50¢ to $1 per cwt. higher than a week earlier. Good 500- to 
700-lb. feeder steers brought $19.50 to $22.75 per cwt. 

Calf offerings of approximately 1,400 were about double those of both a 
week ago and a year earlier. Trading on slaughter calves was moderately active, 
and. prices were mostly steady with the previous Thursday's close. Good grades of 
killing calves weighing up to 550 lbs. brought $19.50 to $21 per cwt., and 275- to 
500-lb. stocker steer calves sold at $20 to $24.70. 

A total of 850 hogs was received at Fort Worth in the week ended January 23 
or about the same as a week earlier but 23% below the corresponding period last year. 
Trading was generally active, and closing quotations for barrows and gilts were stead 
to 25¢ per cwt. higher than a week ago. The bulk of the mixed lots of U. S. No. l 
through No. 3 Grades of 190- to 270-lb. butchers cleared at $15 to $15.50 per cwt. 

At an estimated 4,400, sheep and lamb marketings were approximately un
changed from the previous week but were only about one-half the year-earlier figure. 
Closing prices for slaughter lambs and yearlings were strong to 50¢ per cwt. higher 
than on the preceding Thursday. Good and Choice 80- to 91-lb. fall-shorn lambs sold 
at $18 to $18.50 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
For the week ended Friday, January 24, commercial broiler markets opened 

slightly weaker in south Texas and about steady in east Texas, reports the State 
Department of Agriculture-:---The south Texas market continued its weakening trend 
until Thursday and then became steady, while the east Texas market remained about 
steady throughout the trading period. At Friday's close, the undertone in both 
areas was unsettled, although broiler prices were unchanged from the previous day. 
Closing quotations in south Texas were 12¢ to 13.5¢ per lb., and those in east Texas 
ranged from 11.5¢ to 14¢. During the corresponding period of 1963, closing prices 
in south Texas were 14.9¢ to 15¢, and east Texas quotes ranged from 14¢ to 14.8¢. 

Texas commercial broiler markets were about steady on Monday, January 27, 
with the following prices per lb. quoted: South Texas, 12.5¢ to 13¢, mainly 12.5¢; 
and east Texas, 11.5¢ to 13.5¢. 

Percent change f roni 
Week ended Previous Comparable 

Area January 18, 1964 week week, 1963 
BROILER CHICK 

PLACEMENTS Texas ...... 2,523,000 -6 5 
Louisiana .. 523,000 -11 14 

22 states .. 36,436,000 -5 4 
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