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F I R E - R E T A R D A N T PA INT A N N 0 U N C E D 
In conjunction with National Fire Prevention Week, which is being observed 

October 6-12, U. S. Department of Agriculture scientists-B:r'e announcing the develop
ment of a durable fire-retardant outdoor paint. Experimental formulations of the 
paint look like ordinary paint and can be applied with a brush or roller. When ex
posed to flame, the paint develops a thick carbon-containing layer that acts as a 
fire-retardant insulating barrier. Scientists now are seeking formulations that 
require less paint for effective protection and still have other properties desired 
in paints. Until this work is completed, no formulations or samples will be avail
able for industrial testing. 

FARM RE AL ESTATE TAXES 
Taxes levied on U. S. farm real estate in 1962 increased almost $72 mil

lion, or more than 5% above the amount levied in the preceding year, reports the 
Economic Research Service. Three states - California, Illinois, and Iowa - account
ed for more than one-fourth of the $1,398.2 million levied on the Nation's farm real 
estate in 1962. The average tax per acre amounted to $1.36, compared with $1.29 in 
1961. The increase in 1962 marked the twentieth consecutive annual rise in U. S. 
farm real estate taxes per acre. 

ARMYWORMS A P P E A R I N G I N TEXAS 
Fall armyworms - which develop best during cool, wet weather - are being 

reported in many areas of Texas, according to entomologists with the Texas Agricul
tural Extension Service. The worms feed primarily on pastures, lawns, and native 
grasses this time of the year and later may become a problem in fields of small 
grain. 

For the best control of fall armyworms, insecticides should be applied at 
the first sign of an outbreak and when the worms are small. Copies of MP-339, Texas 
Guide for Controlling Insects .£!!;Grain and Forage Crops, may be obtained from county 
agricultural agents or from the Agricultural Information Office, College Station, 
Texas. 

MAN-MADE FIBER P R 0 D U C T I 0 N AT PEAK 
Production of man-made textile fibers in the United States totaled a rec

ord 640 million lbs. for the second quarter of 1963, according to the USDA. This 
volume is about 3% above the previous record high of 621 million lbs. in the fourth 
quarter of 1962. Production of noncellulosic fibers (including textile glass fiber) 
slightly exceeded the output of rayon and acetate fibers in the second quarter of 
1963. 

U. S. man-made fiber production during 1962 totaled an all-time high of 
2,432 million lbs. Outturns of both cellulosic and noncellulosic fibers increased 
sharply over 1961. Rayon and acetate production in 1962 was the highest since 1951, 
and noncellulosic production was the largest of record.. 

RED MEAT I M P 0 R T 8 INCREASE 
U. S. imports of nearly all types of red. meat were larger in the first 

half of 19b3 than in the corresponding period last year. According to the USDA, 



imports of beef and veal were up 21%; pork, 3%; mutton, 18%; and lamb, 95%. In con
trast, imports of live cattle were 3% below January-June 1962. 

1 I V E S T 0 C K 
Fort Worth supplies of all classes of livestock during the week ended 

Thursday, October 3, showed advances over the previous week, according to the Agri
cultural Marketing Service. Cattle receipts of an estimated 7,700 compare with 
7,500 a week ago and 6,700 during the corresponding period last year. After recov
ering from downturns earlier in the week, closing prices for slaughter steers and 
cows were about steady with the preceding Thursday. Standard and low-Good 1,010-
to l,l!~O-lb. slaughter steers brought $21.75 to $22 per cwt., and Utility and Com
mercial cows cleared mainly at $13 to $15. Closing prices for feeder cattle were 
steady to $1 per cwt. lower than a week earlier, with Good and Choice 500- to 700-
lb. steers quoted at $20 to $24.40 per cwt. 

At approximately 2,550, calf receipts reflect gains of 16% over a week ago 
and 50% over the year-earlier figure:- Thursday prices for slaughter calves were 50¢ 
to $1 per cwt. lower than the previous week's close. Good and Choice grades of 350-
to 355-lb. killing calves brought $20.50 to $23 per cwt., and quotations for 250- to 
500-lb. stocker steer calves ranged from $20 to $28. 

Hog marketings are placed at 1, ~-50, or 50 more than in the preceding week 
but 50 fewer than during the comparable period of 1962. Closing prices were fully 
steady to 25¢ per cwt. higher than a week earlier. The majority of the U. S. No. 1 
through No. 3 Grades of 185- to 265-lb. butchers cleared at $15 to $15.75 per cwt. 

Sheep and lamb offerings totaled about 4,900, compared. with 4,200 a week 
ago and 9,400 a year earlier. Closing quotations were little changed from the pre
vious Thursday. The bulk of the small supply of Good and Choice 77- to 85-lb. wooled 
and 63- to 86-lb. shorn slaughter lambs with No. 1 and No. 2 pelts brought $17 to 
$18 per cwt. 

POULTRY 
During the week end.ed Friday, October 4, commercial broiler markets opened 

steady in south Texas but weaker in east Texas, points out the State Department of 
Agriculture:--Markets in both areas weTe about steady throughout the 5-day trading 
period, although there was a slight decrease on the low side of the east Texas price 
range. At Friday's close, markets in both south and east Texas were steady, but the 
undertone was unsettled as prices in other major broiler-producing areas throughout 
the United States declined 0.5¢ per lb. Closing quotations in south Texas were 13.5¢ 
to 14¢ per lb., and those in east Texas ranged from 13¢ to 13.7¢. During the com
parable period in 1962, closing prices in south Texas were 14¢ to 14.3¢, and quota
tions in east Texas ranged from 13¢ to 14.1¢. 

On Monday, October z, commercial broiler markets were fully steady in south 
Texas and about steady in east Texas, with the following prices per lb. quoted: 
South Texas, 13.5¢ to 14¢, mostly 14¢; and east Texas, 12.5¢ to 13.5¢. 
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